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BIOSAFETY LAB CONSTRUCTION TO BEGIN

UMC recently received a decision from the federal government to fund construction of "*i‘? . A p
a biosafety laboratory on its campus. The facility will be called the National Emerging -
Infectious Diseases Laboratories and will work to develop diagnostic tests, drugs, vac-
cines and treatments for emerging infectious diseases.
} This Record of Decision was issued by the National Institutes of Health (NIH), after an
‘ extensive process that involved public meetings and reviews by federal agencies.

BUMC already had received state and local approvals following extensive reviews by many
agencies and BUMC participation in more than 200 community meetings.

In September 2003, BUMC was awarded $128 million by the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases, part of NIH, to build a laboratory that would study infectious diseases,
whether they emerge naturally or are introduced through bioterrorism.

The laboratory will be part of a national network of secure facilities that study infectious
diseases and will include Biosafety Level 2, 3 and 4 laboratories, where microorganisms such as
the West Nile, equine encephalitis and ebola viruses may be studied under the most stringent
safety and security requirements.

continued on page 5 Construction of the new biosafety lab at BUMC, shown above in an
architectural drawing, will take about two years.

BUSM helps launch major

genetic research study

n collaboration with BUSM, the National Heart, Lung, and Blood

Institute (NHLBI) will soon launch a comprehensive genetic research

study to identify genes underlying cardiovascular and other chronic
diseases.

The new effort, known as the Framingham Genetic Research Study,
will be part of the NHLBI’s long-running Framingham Heart Study and
involve up to 500,000 genetic analyses of the DNA of 8,500 study partici-
pants across three generations.

For more than 50 years, the Framingham Heart Study has been the
source of key findings about the contributions of hypertension, high

continued on page 5

March is National Colorectal
Cancer Awareness Month

s part of National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month, BMC

gastroenterologists are encouraging people 50 years and older to

learn more about disease prevention through regular screening and
a healthy lifestyle.

“Colorectal cancer, which affects the large intestine (colon and rectum),
is the second leading cause of cancer death in Massachusetts, and equally
affects men and women across all racial groups,” said Francis Farraye, MD,
MSc, clinical director, Section of Gastroenterology, and co-director, Center
for Digestive Disorders at BMC. “Yet it is one of the most preventable types
of cancer and curable when detected early.”

South End
Shop Walk set
for May 6
Page 6
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