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CHAPTER T
INTRODUCT ION
Tisle
A study of the psychological and soclal factors of
twelve boys under the custody of Child Welfare Services,
who were detained at the Rhode Island Training School for

Boys during 1952,

General Purposes

In a broad sense the writer endeavored to study the
psychological and social factors in the lives of twelve
boys, who had originally been committed to the care of the
State on a charge of neglect or dependency, in order to
gain some 1iInsight into the causes of their subsequent
delinquency. Some of the general questiohs that the writer
attempted to answer are as follows: L1). Were the deiinquent
careers of these boys deeply rooted in their past of parent-
al rejection and deprivation? 2). What indications in the
personalities of the boys could have been utilized toward
the possibllity of preventing delinquency? 3). What
indications 1n the home situation of the boys could have
been ntilized toward the possibility of preventing delin-
quency? 4). Wes their adjustment at the Center or in a

foster home prognostic of a later delinquent career?




It is the writer's purpose to utilize, to the extent
that is possible, the Gluecks' and Deutsch's criteria of
delinquent s, However, the writer cannot make full use of
these criteria because of the limitation of his material,
namely, lack of information derived from psychlatric data

and Rorshach tests,

Scope
The writer selected the cases of all the boys, under

the custody of Child Welf are Services, who during the year

of 1962, had been returned to thelr own homes ard subsequent-’

ly detalned at the Rhode Island Training School for Boys

by order of the Juvenile Court. These cases numbered twelve
out of a total number of thirty-two who had been sent to
the Training School from the Center or a foster home during
1982,

Methods

The writer studied the case records of the boys and
their families, utilizing, with the use of a schedule, such
information as the kind of a home, personality of parents,
relationships with siblings and parents, length of time
at Children's Center or foster home, setc.

The writer was interested in the various factors
utllized by the Gluecks in their prediction tables, based
on social background, such as the affection of the parents

for the boy, discipline of boy by father, supervision of




boy by mother, and the cohesiveness of the family, Also

’ the writer was alerted to the elght elements in Deutsch'sa

l profile of a juvenlle delinquent as he proposed to apply éi

‘ both Deutsch!s and the Gluecks' criteria to the cases,

l In a8 many instances as possible the writer dlscussed

l the cases with the warker or warkers who had personal know-

ledge of the boys. This procedure was especially helpful

whe re lack of recording falled toc reveal desired infomation.;g
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CHAPTER IT
CHILD WHELFARE SERVICES

Laws and Policles:

This chapter will include the history, laws and
policies, and functions of the Rhode Island Child Welfare
Services. This agency consistis of two divisions, the
child placing unit and the children's center.

In 1884 the Rhode Island Legislature passed an act
that established a State Home and School., The ages of the
children to be admitted to thls school through the court
were from three to sixteen,

In 1882 a committee endeavoring to establilsh an
institution for dependent and neglected chlldren under the
custody of the 3tate recormended:

The establishment of an institution which shall be
both a school and a home, entirely separate from all
association with any places of a penal or pauper character,
to which no stigma of arrest, conviction, sentence or
previocus misconduct shall be attached and where under fav-
orable circumstances the attempt shall be made to educate
such children into a virtuous, self-respecting and self-
suppor ting manhood and womanhood,lt

The preceding quoted paragrarh states the source for
the original name and the purpose of the Children's Center,
The purpose was written into the law In 1885 and re-stated

in many changes of the law., The following quoted law changed

l. Henry J. Crepeau, R. I.: A History of Child Welfare
Planning, A Dissertation: Catholic Univorsity, School of

Social ﬁork, 1941



. . .1917, Ch, 1470, 8eCs le

the responslbility for the control and mainvenance of the
Institutlion from the Departmert of Education to a Bureau
of children's care.

The control and maintenance of the Stvate Home and
School for dependent and neglected children shall be vested
in the bureau of children's care, of the division of
soclal security, within the department of public welfare,
S8aid school shall be known as the State Home and School,
The sald bweau shall establish a system of govermment for
the institution, and shall meke all necessary rules and
regulations for Imparting instruction, and for the proper
training of the children.?

In 1886 the placerent of children in foster homes
from the Home was begun under State auspices as a result
ol the crowded conditions in the School., TUp to the year
1905 the population of the Home showed a gradual increase,
Afgver this year the commitments to the School increased
but there was no Increase in the mumber of placements in
fos ter homes, '

In 1912 ths General Assembly passed an act allowing
the payment of board for children placed in fos ter homes
and by the end of the year there were eighteen children so
cared for.

In 1918 the headquarters of the placing-out department
was moved to the State Home and School and the work was
placed under the direction of the Superintendent. This
resulted in a larger number of children belng placed in

foster home s,

2. General Laws of R. I., 1923, Ch, 1l4; Pub, laws,




In 1925 the Children's Law Commission studied the
Child Welfare needs of Rhode Island., In 1926 a state
organlzation in whieh all wark for children was centralized
was created and known as the Children's Bureau, Its
purpose was to undertake the State child placing and
supervise private child caring and child placing agencies,
In 1935 the Children's Buream was given supervision of the
State Home and School and 1t remained in this capacity
until 1940, At the present time, tl® Child Placing Unit,
its services integrated with those of the Chlldren's Center,
operates under the administrative supervision of wint is
now called, since 1951, Rhoede Island Child Welfare Services,

The following laws 1llustrate the gemeral purposes of
Rhode Island Child Weifare Services:

Said bureau shall receive, in accordance with the rules
by it established, such chlldren as may be declared vagrant,
truant, neglected or dependent on the public for suppors,
ag provided in this chapter, who are under elghtesn ywars
of age, and who are in a suivable condlition of mind to be
instructed, and may relsase or discharge any such child
from its care and custody to the child's relatives or
others whenever the deputy chlef of the bureau is satisfied
that the object of the commitment has been accomplished and

conditions appertaining to such child are deemed to justify
such release or disclarge.>

It 1s declared to be the object of this chapter tvo
provide for nsglected and dependent children, not recognized
as vicious or criminal, such infiuences as will lead toward
an honest, intelligent, self-supporting manhood and woman-

5. Ibid,, Sec. 2,

{



hood, the state, so far as possible, holding to them the
parental relation., But if at any time, in the discretion
of the director of public welfare, thls object can be
better attained by placing a child in a good family of the
same religious belief as the parents of such child, said
director of publlic welfare shmll have the power to do so on
cndition that its education shall be provided for by such
family in the public schools of the town or city where they
may reside, or in sore other suitable public school or
private school; and whenever such a course is desirable or
necessary said department of public welfar e may pay such
amount as may be agreed upon for the care and support of
such child, The director in his dis cretlion may place any
child requiring special treatrent, tralining or oversight,
in any institution controlled by persms of the same
religious belief as the parents of such child, providing
such special treatment, tralning or oversight, and may pay
such amount as may be agreed upon, for the care snd support
of such child,.4

Functions:

Rhode Island Child Wel fare Services carries the primary
responsibility for the public child welfare program of tie
state., In contrast to the program offered by most other
state child welfare departments, 1t provides direct care
to sore 2000 children including children committed to its
custody and others in need of specisal study or consultant
services, The Division carries the usual responsibility
for coordination of public and private services to childrem
to more effectively meet the total needs of all children
of t» state.

Child Welfare Services offers the following types of

services in its progranm:

4, Ibid., Sec. o
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Foster care - Children who require long term substitute
care because of the inability of thelr fimilies to provide
adequately for them are committed to the Division through
the Juvenile Court., Sore of them are provided protective
and preventive service in their own homes with relatives,
while others must be placed in various types of foster care.
This phase of the program consumes the greater portion of
service, time, and funds.

Institutional Group Care is provided at the Children's
Center, Iv is now used primarily as a reception, study,
and training institution, whs r¢ the m@eds of the child are
evaluated to determine the most suitable plan and to give
direction in case work planning towards the reabsorption
of the child in the community with parents, relatives, or
foster care, or towvards more specialized treatment,

Foster home care is provided by the ehild placing
unit for such children as will proflt fran placement, and
for whom homes can be found., Homefinding service 1is
offered femilies wishing to open their homes to children.

Protective and preventive service through federal
funds is offered to famillies and children in nine rural
towns where other childrents services do not exist.

Special services - by law, all adoptions amd child
marriages are referred by the Juvenile Court for investi-
gation and subsequems reporting to the court prior to
hearing and decision. Inquiries from out-of-state agencies
on matters relating to dependent or neglected children
are handled for study and follow-up when Indicated,
Consultat ion services on any problens affecting children is
made available on a statewlde basis,

Licensing service - by law, the Division licenses all
child placing agencies, child care institutions and day
nurseries, and grivate homes boarding children under the
age of sixteen,

Thus, it is seen tlmt Child Welfare Services conslsts of
a broad and varied child welfare mogram,
In the field of adoption there had been progress in

adoption placerent wark, The agency is cognizant of the

5. Eighteenth Annual Report of the Rhode Island Depart- !
ment of Social Welfasre, 1952, Children's Divlision, p. 56.




fact that adoption offers maximum security to those
children who cannot look forward to the security amd
protection of their owmm fmily.

The preparatory work of the evalwa tion of ad optive
homs, the selectlon of the right child, the preparation
of the child to take this step, and the adjws tment after
placement is a time-consuming process,®

Child Welf are Services has a camp program and much
time and effort 13 put into constructive camp placeaments
for children.

The further developmsnt of the special unit of the
State Mental Hyglene Services established in the Children's
Center has been a blg step in providing more adequate
psychological and psychia tric services to a greater number
of needy children. This has helped to establish the
Children's Center as a study and treatment home for all
children under pubdblic care., Although only a few children
can receive intensive therapy, it 1s poasible for alil
children under care to have psychological examinations,

The medical mseds of the children are met through
utilizing all available medical resowrces in ths comrmunity,
supplement ing the program developed by the Division's
medical staff end facilities, Hospitsl cliniecs, well baby
clinics, and tle state and federal health programs are

avallable to children cared for by the Division and are

used to a maximum degree, Two staff nurses are available

6. Ibild., p.60



at all timea for consultation and supervision of the mmalth
and medical problems of the children under care.

As pointed out previously Child Wel fare Services 1is
divided into ths child placing sult and the Childrent's
center, The functlons of the latter can be stated as
follows:

The Children's Center (formerly the State Home and
School) was originally established in 1885 to care for
depsendaent ard neglected children on a long-time basis, In
recent ysars with the development of a foster home program
to care for most of the children committed to the statels
care it has become a Center for temporary care, intensive
study, and treatmemt service for children in need of group
living. Most of v new children received by the Division,
on commitment by the Juvenile Court, are admitted to tie
Center for special study axd planning with the sexception
of infants. Children are returmed to the community as soon
as posaible eitler to their own family or foster families,
This study and treatment method wit hin a group setting
enables children coming from extreme neglected and broken
homes to galin security and some understand Ing of their needs
in preparation for 1ife in the comunity., Children who
consistently fail to adJwst in foster homes are admitted to
the Center for reevsdluation and study.?

Perhaps the heart of the Children's Center can be
said to be the cottage system. The value of group living
for certain children with emotional or personality problems
has been receiving greater recognltion through research
in the field of group therapy and group dynamies. Some
children cannot accept substitute parents., Others have
problems of behavior not acceptable in a family setting in
a community, Through group placement, focus can be placed

upon the development of the individual child and his re-

7. Ibid., p. 66




actions in this setting. The cottage parent utilizes the
group situation far care, observation and study of each

child,
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CHAPTER III -
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Causes of Delinquency

This dhapter will review the literature in regard to
the causes of juvenlle dellnquency, its treatment and pre-
vention. Although this willl be a general review particular
attentlion will be pald to thse classic work done by the
Gluecksl, since their research into this problem was
monumental in scope and detall,

The Gluecks' research into the problem‘was performed
with two goals in mind. The first one was to discover, as
nearly as possible, those factors which, on the basis of
compar isons with similar factors in the lives and personal-
1ties of non-delinguents, are cruclal to delinquent
behavior. The second was to validate a geries of prediction
tables on the basls of which qualified and skllled observers
can predict tendencies toward delinquent behavior at an
early age.

Abouw ten years ago the Gluecks began an intensive
study of 500 delinquent boys (then at an average age of
eleven years) who were carefully matched, case by case,
with 500 non~delinquent boys living in the Boston area,

The matching was in respect to age, general intselligence,

1, Sheldon and Elsanor Glueck, Unraveling Juvenile

Delinquency. (New York: The Commonwealth Fund, 1950).
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ethnic derivation, and residence in underprivileged urban
sections.

Thelr findings exploded some nmyths concerning the
causes of juvenile dellnquency such as comiec books, more

rigid discipline in education, radio, movies, alcohol, etc.

The characteristics of the delinquent and non-delinquent '

groups showed striking similaritis s, The schooling and
nativity of parents as well as the alcoholic habits or
montel retardation in the families of such parents were
found to have little significance. Other factors that
were found to have a non-causal significance were the
length of time the boys lived in underprivileged areas,
the kind of housing, th® size of families, or the culture
canflicts in thelr envirorment. The intelligence-scale
ratings, and the physical health of both groups seemed also
to be substantlelly alike,

Their conclusions as to the factars with probable
causal significance were startling and revealing to the

writer., The Cluecks qualify these conclusions with the

~explanation that in examining delinquency it was difficult

to differentiate the hereditary from the environmental

factors.,

The delinquents as a group were distinguished from
the non-delinquents in five areas:

1. Physically - essentislly mesomorphic in
conétitution (solid, closely knit, muscular),
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5.

Tempe rementally - in belng restlessly energetic,
impulsive, extroverted, aggressive, destructive
(often sadistic) - traits which may be related
nore or less to the erratic growth pattern and its
physlologic correlates or consequences,

In attitude, by being hostile, defiant, resentful,
suspliciow , stubborn, socially asssertive, advent-
urous, unconventional, non-submissive to authority.
Psychologically, in tending to direct and concrete,
rather than symbolic, intellectual expression, and
in beling less methodlcal in their approach to
problems,

Socio-culiurally, in having been reared to a far
greater extent than the cantrol group in homes of
little understanding, affection, stability, or
moral fibre by parents usually unfit to be effect-
ive guldes snd protectors or, according to
psychoanalytic theory, desirable sources for
ernlation and the construction of a consistent,
well-balanced, and socially normal superego during
the early stages of charscter development.<

Albert Deutsch® in his study of the anatony of

delingquency attempts to construct a profile of the juvenlle

delinguent which 1s not consistent with the findings of the

Gluecks'. The elements included in thls profile are:

1.

2

Se

4.

The delinquent 1s most apt to come from a rather
large family in the low-income brackets, living

in crowded querters in a congested neighborhood.

He 1s likely to be of somewhat under-average
invelligence, according to standard tests.

He 1s mare apt to suffer from physicsal Impairments,
such as eye and ear defects, than does the average
non-delinquent child,

There is about a fifty-fifty chance that his home
has been broken by divorce, separation, death,
disease or institutionalizatlion of a parent or
parents. When the child 1s living under the same
roof with both parents, ths family is apt to be
rent by parental discord - largely condit ioned,
perhaps, by the pressure of unfavorable enviromment.

Ze
Oe

Tbid., p. 281
Albert Deutsch, Our Rejected Children, (Boston:

Iittle, Brown and Company, 1950,
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5. Hls delinquent career 1s likely to begin at just
below ten years of age.
6. He is likely to be backward in school, and to
truant rather often.
7. He 1is more apt to suf fer from emotional disturbance.
then his non-delinquent contemporary.
8 In a large proportion of cases, rising in direct
ratlo to the seriousness of the offense, otler
members of the family - parents, brothers, sisters - .
have delinquency records,.4
It is interesting to compare Deutsch's conclusions with
those of the Gluecks's Some of the elements in his profile
of the juvenlle delinquent are listed as non-causal by the
latter, For example, size of the family end kind of housing,
rent paid by father, intelligence according to standard
tests, physical impairments, are listed as non-causal
factors by the Gluecks' while they incluled as causative
factors by Deutsch. Later on in this chapter the writer
will include somne criticisms of the methodology and find-
ings of the Gluecks!', ' !
Among the causes of delinquency increasing emphasis
has been put upon early behavior patterns which emerge out
of specific life experiences within family relationships,®
Recent years have shown a trend taward blame and punish-
ment of parents for the child's delinquent behavior., How-
ever this trend has been replaced by a more soclally

mature one - that which recognizes parenthood as a living

4, Ibid., P. 185

5. Wargaret B. Hodges, editor, "Juvenile Behavior
Problem," Social Work Year Book, Boyd Printing Co. 1951.
D. 277,




related process with problems for the parent, as well as
gein for the child.

The physically separated femily is no longer considered
the only deteriorating influence upon a child, Also,
contributing to his problem and delinquent behavior is
exposure to disharmony between parents erd the use of the
child as a pawn between them,

Biologicsl iImpstus in growth begins at puberty and
is accelerated in adolescence, Where basis pat tems of
relationship have remained unsound and hostile in character,
adolescence is hazardous for the adolescent amd soclety.

Although adolescents may achieve physlcal and emotion-
al maturity, they do not simultaneousliy achieve mature
soclal and economic status. This lag 1s seen as one factor
in the problem of delingquent behavior,

Williem Healy® describes the types of reaction re-
presented by delinquency as follows:

1. Attempt to avoid, even as a temporary measure, the

unpleasa: t situation by escape and fright from 1it.

2. Attempt to achieve substitutive compensatory

satisfaction through delinquent activities,

S Attempt to strengthen or bolster up the ego wounded

by feelings of Ilnadequacy or inferiority.

4, Attempt to get certain ego-satisfaction through

direct and conscious or even unconscious express-
ion of revenge attitudes - perhaps through hidden

desire to punish parent or others by conduct that
will make 1life difficult for them.

6. William Healy and August ¥, Bronner, New Light on
Delinquency and Its Treatment, Yale Unlversivy Press 1936.
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5. Attempt to gain a maximum of sel f-satisfaction,
to inflate the ego by generally aggressive, anti-
social attitudes, that 1s, by the exhibition of
definite hostvtilities and antagonism to authority.

6. Response to lnstinctual urges felt to be thwarted,

7. The wish for punishment was clearly discernible in
a few instances and suspected in others. This seek-
;%%Apunishment - delinquent behavior probably
offering an opportunity for being punished - was
always a response to a conscious or unconscious
sense of guilt,”

Barn638 states that unfavorable envirommental conditions
should unquestionably be studied and every effort be made

to eliminate them in the hope that delinquency and crime

will be lessened. But he cautioned against being too

optimistic. He points out that we do not know as much as
we like about the etlology of delinquent behavior. In one

case a broken home 1s the predisposing cause; in another

mental defect and poverty; here we find "bad companions"

and a pair of indifferent parents; there some endocrine

di sorder. Sometimes delinquents are asked why and how they

happened to commit a certain disapproved act. Although

their reasons cannot be taken too seriously, it is interest-

ing to hear this one say "wild west movies," this one

attributes it to "liquor," and that one blames "women,"
Lundberg9 writes that the main causes of delinquency

can be divided into two groups: (1) Those immediately

7 Ibid., p. 134
8. Harry Elmer Barnes and Negley K. Teeters, New
Horizons in Criminology (New York: Prentice-Hall, TInec.

1945’ p. 968) L]
. Hmma Octavia Lundberg, Unto the Least of These,(New

York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc. 1947, p. <8l).




associated with canditions in the home, and (2) those
which may be attributed to industrial, health, and soclal
conditions of the community., Many of the causes which may
appear to relats primarily to home conditions have theif
source in economic insecurity and hsalth hazards properly
chargeable to community conditions.

The cawes of child delinquency directly related to
the lack of nomal home life may be divided into four
groups:

l. Deprivation of parental care through the death
of both parsnts, abandomment, birth out of wed-
lock, mental or physical incapacity or imprison-
ment of parents,

2, Homes broken by the death of one parent, divorce,
or separation, desertion, imprisonmment, or
physical disability.

3. Poverty, or insecurity or inadequacy of income
because of unemployment, unstable employment, low
wages, subnormel earning capaclty, loss of
property or means of subsistence through drought,
floods, or other disaster, loss of income and ths
expenditures incident to sickness or accidemt s,

4, Low standards of living ard bad home conditions

caused by mental disturbance, subnomal mentallty,

111 health, instablility, shiftlessness, intemper-
ance, immorality, ignorance, or domestic discord,

Doniger11 writes that because of our failure to
recomnize the importance of the emotional component in
most, if not all, of delinquent behavior, that all of our
attompts at so-called treatment of the juvenile delinquent

are so fraught with confusion and lack of 1insight. We

10. Ibid., p. 282

11, SImon Doniger, "Delinquency Requires Treatment,"

Survey Midmonthly, Vol, LXXXIII No, &, March, 1947, p.70
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glibly say that delinquency is the result of poverty,
slums, broken homes, and since we cannot do much to solve
these larger problems snyway we frequently find ourselves
doling nothling specific or constructive.

He goes on to say that undoubtedly broken homes,
poverty, slums, and the 1like are contributing factors to
delinquency. They can be prscipitating factors or even
catalytic agents as far as delinquency is emcerned, but
experien ce has shown that they cannot be charged with the
specific causes of Jjuvenlle delinquency., If that were so,

all children living umder cond itionas of poverty, all

children from broken homes would become juvemlle delinquents. ig

Doniger points out that "individual studies of
delinquents, instead of generalizations have shown that
even a broken home, frustrating as it may be, 1is not
pathological per se. Delinquency results in the broken
home only when th® adult members of the family compensate
for their own frustrations by using the lives of tleir
children as emot lional outlets, preventing ths children from
resolving early attachments and clarging every attempt at
independence with such gullt and anxiety as can by allayed
only by committing antisoclial acts., Or dellinquency occurs
when parents totally reject thelr children because of their
own infantile preoccupation with their own needs, to an
extent which denies the child any semblance of familial,

affectionate relationship., Thus, the influences of poverty

N
i
i

,«; e e
!
|
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and of slums operate selectively end only those children
whose ego-structure has been seriously weakened by a de-~
priving, frustrating, and anxiety-producing environment
succumb to 1ts effects., The rest do not."

In exploring the vast amount of literature that has
been written on the subject of the causes of juvenile
delinguency, tle writer feels that Doniger's interpretation
is one of the most penetrating and succinct he has en-
countered. He clearly differentiates between the alleged
causes of jJjuvenlle del.’gnquency and the underlying causes.
He states that poverty in itself is only a contributing
or precipitating cause as all children in poverty are not
delinquent. It 1s the emotional maladjustment of the
parent or parents that 1s the underlying cause, It 1ls at
this point that the writer wonders whether our épproach
to the problem of juwenlle delinguency thmwugh the emotion-
al and psychiatric door 1s the most direct one. Doniger
says that frustrated parents are so engaged in infantile
preoccupation with their own nseds that tley camnot form
an affectionate, healthy relationship with thelr children.
But. what caused the parents'! emotlional frustration and mal-
ad justment? Poverty? Slums? What caused the parents!
frustration and maladjustment? Again, poverty and slums?
If the slums and poverty and broken homes hadn't been
there in tle first place, perhaps the parents themselves

wouldn't have been emotionally sick amd unstable so they
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could not form positive relationships wlth thelr children,
who were being delinquent becauwse of the parents' emotlion-
al illness and instability. In otler words the writer
wonders whetler poverty and emotional sickness go hand in
hand or whether the one is possibly the cause of the other,

Burtl? made an intensive study of two hundred
consecutive cases of jJjuvenlle delinquency, using an equal
mmber on non-delinquents as a comrol. In his findings
no single cause was found, More than sixty speclal factors
emerged as predominating iIn the group of delinquents, And
even when he turned from the study of the group to single
individuals, he found as many as: a dozen different factors
operating in each case,

From these findings he states the following:

Crims, then, In tl®» hman individual is assignable
to no single uniwrsal cause, nor yet to two or
three. It springs from & wide variety, and usually
from a maltiplicity, of alternative and converging
factors. They differ in different cases, and in
every instence mare than one is present. Accord-
ingly, the psychologlst of today, unlike the
criminologist of the past, 1is no longer camtent to
invoke on all-explaining reason - Inheritancs,
poverty, epilepsy, or an inborn defect of the moral
sers e, Nearly always he finds, when he looks for
them, not one explanation, but half a dozen ex-
planations for a given act of crime, This is of
supreme importsmce for treatment, It 1s not enough
to deal with the most obvious fact: all the sub-
verslve factors must be discovered and removed, It
is not the last straw but the accumulation of straws

12, Cyril Burt, The Subnormal Mind, London: (Oxford
University Press, 1937).
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that breaks the camel's back; and if the camel is

to be relieved, 1% 1is not suf ficient to 1ift away

Just one single blade or wisp. They must be un-

loaded, all of them, one by one,1ld

Abrahamsenl? emphasizes that every factor which pre-
vents the chlld from a hsalthy emotional growth will cause
either juvenlle delinquency and/or mental dlsturbances, or
psychosomatic manifestations. For that reason, anything
that curbs the bealthy development of a child is cause for
delinquency. Inability to read can be such a cause,
though iv is frequently only a surface symptom based upon
emotlonal difficulties. Chilildren suffering from a physical
handicap may become so emotionally warped that it may lead
them into crime,

All the factors which bring about delinquency are by
and large unspecific strains and stresses elicitinga
panic or alarm reaction which, in a potential offender,
may manifest itself in a crime, What really takes place
is a disturbance of the emotional equilibrium which
determines emotional adjustmert. And this disturbance is
caused by precipitating events, Thus, the transition of
a pot entlal offender into an actual one occurs through
precipitating causes, Precipltating csuses are many and

varlied, It caald be an over-protective and rejecting

15, Ibid., p. 161
14, David Abrahamsen, Who are the Guilty? (New York:

Rinehart and Co., Inc, 1952).




mother, a rejecting father or too rigid toilet training.

Abrahamsen goes on to conclude that there are no
known specific factars that can start an individual invo
crime. From his studles, he believes that 1t is evident
that famlly tension plays an enormous role in the initial
development of the emotional disturbances leading into
delinquency. With family tensions and dissensions come
infantile fixations leading into developrment of symptoms
that are part of the general malaedjus tment structure of
potential as well as actual of ferders,

The writer will concluwie this portion of the chapter
on causes of juwenile delinquency with a qualifying
interpretation of delinquency by Powers.l® He writes that
it 1s not accurate to believe that delinquency is slways
symptomatic of personal maladjustment. These boys are not
psychologlcally sick. They are not particularly malad just-
ed within thelr own cultuwe, Thelr hablts of comritting
antisocial acts are acquired just as the other habits
cormon ‘to their particular group are acquired., They are
not outstendingly unhappy or neurotic compared to the non-
delinquent child under the same condlitions., He states:

The relatively few who advance from minor

delinquencies into more serious crimes are
generally thae who are relatively less happy,

15, Edwin Powers and Helen Witmer, Prevention of Del-
inguency, The Cambridge-Sorerville Youth Sr‘t:udy (New York:

Columbia University Press 1951).
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more self-centered, and less able to respond with
affection., They are the ones, by and large, who
spent their eariy years in homes where they were
denied the affection and attention essentisl to the
development of wholesome personalities and they are
the ones who are most likely to constitute a large
proportion of our future prison population,Li6

Prevention and Treatment of Juvenile Delinquency

In thls portion of the chapter on review of literature
the writer will endeavor to convey some of the current,
authoritative views concerning the prevention and treat-
ment of juvenile delinquency.

In the matter of prevention and treatmént the
Glueckst” themselves do not appear to be overly optimistiec.
They have always emphasized that solution of the causal
problem of delinquency was basic to effective prevention.
However, they had hoped that a general, many-sided attack,
although 1t might prove uneconomical, might produce some
favorable results even before the causal elements had
been fully explored. But, unfortunately, the numerous
general programs of crime prevention have not been too
successful to date,

The Gluecks belleve, as a result of their own re-
search, that the factors in which delinquents differ from
non-delinquents offer more specific targets for both

clinical and preventive programs, They believe that in

16, Ibid., p. 256
17. Gluecks, on. cit., p. 286
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consulting these distingulshing traits and characteristics,
1t 1s possible to determine the relative significance of
the numerous factors and forces, which, in theilr dynamic
interplay, make for persistent delinquency. 4&lso it

should be further possible to concentrate psychologic,
psychiatric, and sociologic activities in those areas

where action gives highest promnise of good results, instead

of blindly galloping in all directions at once,

The Gluecks concede that general difficulties in coping .

more effectively with juvenlle delinguency must long remain.
Some of the sources of etiologlc pressure can be handled
only indirectiy. Little can be done about bodily dis-
harmonies and dysplasias and to the extent that mesomorphic
constitution and conditions antisoclal behavior the problem
can only be handled by directing the energy of the growing
boy into socially acceptable channels. Also basic biologic
problems cannot be coped with except in terms of heredltary
control,

In general the Gluecks belleve that soclal action
should be concentrated in the early manifestation of mal-
adjustment and personality defects of the child rather
than when the path of delinquency has progressed as far
as the courts, training schools and prisons,

It 1s generally accepted thai delinquent behavior

represents an acting-out of feeling impulses.18 Such
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" psychological study, followsd by probation, indeterminate

impulses are Irequently translated into action so quickly
that the child himself 1s unaware of the feelings motivat-
ing his behavior., In acting out emotional conflicts, they
derive substitute gains in lieu of satisfactory relation-
ship values. i
Segregation was the earliest method of dealing with |
delinquent children. This mpant training schools with
their program that ranged from punitive incarceration to
rehabilitation, Most tralning schools are overpopulated
send few have adequate faclilitles for diagnostic and thera-

peutic care of their children.

Establisiment of juvenile courts was an Important
step in separating the juvenile and his problems from

those of the adult, Emphasis, first on soclological and

sentences, and parole, resulted in a loosely integrated
system which has not produced continuous soclal treatment
for the children involved.

It 1s generally agreed that knowledge of the
delinguency problem far out-distances practice in the |
treatment of it. There is need for increased facilities

and increased professional skills,

It 4s interesting to note that Lunden19 in discuss-

19, Walter A. Lunden, Juvenile Delinquency
(Universisy of Pittsburgh, Pitt., Pa,, 1956).




ing program and methods of preventlng juvenile delinquency
included the following statement in the prologue:

In the prevention of crime there l1ls a method so

ancient that 1t seems modern. While it lacks much

of the scientific technique of the present, never-

theless, it 1s sound in prindple. Let every man

set hls own life in order, Next let him reform his

own family and household, After this let the family

reformm the nelghborhood., After all neighborhoods

are changed, then remake the province, Then, finally,

the nation will be remade and crime will disappear.<

And this statement wes wrltten by a supposedly
scientifically-minded authority in 1956!

Deutsch®l in dis cussing the prevention of delinguency
writes succincetly and broadly that no realistic program
for reducing delinquency to a minimum could possibly be
complete wilthout consideration of the need for changing
our cultuwre. He maintains that the soclal cesspools must
be cleaned, the social swamps dreined. He has little
patience with those experts who stress exclusively the
individual child as the focus of preventing delinquency,
who are skeptical of "mass"™ or envirormental approaches
to the problem, who raise the timeworn question of why
one child becore s delinquent in the same environment,
poverty~-stricken or otherwise, and otl®rs in the same

family or in the same neighborhood do not.

Deutsch answers this by saying that juvenile delin-

20, Ibid. p. 21l
21. Deutsch, op. cit., p. 289




quency 1is chronically epildemic in certaln areas and are
usually associated with certaln conditions of living;
therefore, constructive action can be tasken with that
knowledge alone without waiting for the ultimate answers
to every question or plece of research., He belisves that
the problem should be apprco ched in a similar manner of
the epidemiologlst in public hesalth approaches an epldemic.
The epidemic will not necessarily strike down every in-
habitant in thét area, Some are susceptible and some are
immune, Althowyh he doesn't know the basic factors in
susceptibility and Immunity, he does not let this gap in
his knowledge deter him from applying effectively known
methods of mass protection, He drains the swamps and
destroys the disease-bearing insects, With the elimination
of the assoclative conditions, the dlsease disappears.

Thus, Deutsch belleves, as in sn epidemic, that the
problem of delinquency extends far beyond the delinquent
parent, beyond the delinquent community, to a delinquent
soclety. Any nation that tolerates the social swamps
that breed delinquency is re jecting the chlldren as surely
as any parent ever rejected a child,

Deutsch concludes:

We must think in terms of a better soclety, of re-

placing crime-breeding slums with low-rent housing

fit for our future citizens to grow up in; of

abolishing that social disease we call poverty; of
creating more meaningful social values and moral

B
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goals than the shoddy ones that possess so many of
us in everyday life; of eliminating the racial and f
religious discriminations that produce antisocial :
tensions and resentments; of bullding community
interests in terms of the soclety of the child as
well as the soclety of the adult.<<

Cohen®® writes that traditlonally the delinquent
child was placed In an institution in order to remove a
menace fran the community. It was hoped that incarceration
in an institution with its loss of freedom and emphasis f
on discipline might make the delinquent think twice before
committing anotlr act which would return him to this kind %
of existence, However, these methods have not proved :
successful in deterring delinquents from repeating their
unlawful acts, At best they have done no more than delay

a repetition of the crime for the perlod of incarceration,
He goes on to say that a positive approach must be

substituted for a negative one; the dellnquent must be

encouwraged to look for acceptance 1nstead of rejection;

he must be helped to understand his own problems and some

of the destructive ways that he has been taking to solve i
them.

Lundberg stresses the all-powerful snvironmental
factor in the control and prevention of delinquency when

she states:

25, Frank J. Cohen, Children in Trouble, (New York,
W.W. Norton and Company, Inc., 1952) i
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What of the community that places the label of
delinquency upon a child who plays truant because
the school curriculum is not fitted to his degree
of mentallty, but neglsects to study his mental
condition and provide school work that he can profit
by, or tlmat sends a child to an institution to
correct his incorrigibllity when hls parents are too
poor to feed and clothe him properly or provide a
home in a decent neighborhood? The best jJjuvenile
court, buttressed by the most adequate social
agenciesa, cennot cope with the problem of delin-
quency if the communlty neglects 1ts duty of provid-
ing a safe enviromment for childmn.24

Criticisms of the Gluecks!?

Since the writer has devoted particular attention to
the work of the Gluecks' in this chapter, he will include
two pertinent criticisms of thelir methods and findings by
two soclologists, A

Rubin®d points out that the Gluecks' baclc assumption
is erroneous, leading to a method of work which invites
challenge. The unsound method inevitable leads to an
erraneous conclusion. Thelr apparatus for the prediction
of delinquency and their "causal law" are invalid,

In discussing the methodology, he points out that
the Gluecks selected 500 institutionalized delinquents

and 500 nondelinquents with residence in underpriviledged

neighborhoods, He interprets thls to mean that the attempt

24, Lundberg, op. elt., p. 027

25, Sol Rubln, "Unravelling Juvenile Delinquency -
Illusions in a Research Pro ject Using Matched Pairs,"
The American Jownal of Sociology, Volume LVII, Number 2,
September 1951, pe 107.




was made to exclude residence in underprivileged neighbor-

hoods as a causative source for purposes of the study.

He also states that the Gluecks were erroneocus in
not taking into consideration the fact that the delinquents
woere institutionalized and that eny examination of them

will provide information about institutlonalized offenders

and not about offenders in general,

Although the Gluecks found that Rorschach tests amd
psychiatric findings indicated important differences
between the delinquents and nondelinquents, Rubln points
ot that the tests were administered in correctional
institutions so that the two groups were of markedly
different total social background, one group belng an
institutionalized group, the other with no experience in
the institution.

He concludes his criticlsm by clting two outstanding
facts tmt emerge from the study. Firstly, in place of a
study which sought steadfastly to eliminate envirommental
factors as well as to eliminate them from a causal law,

the force of social (or environmental) causation of delin-

quency proves irrepressible, And secondly, institutiona-

lized children differ from children who have not been
institutionalized.

Thus, Rubin does not believe that the Gluecks' study
has explored these facts, In what ways do rundown neighbor-

hoods cause delinquency? Why do institutionalized children
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differ from children who have not been institutionalized?

Another critic, Reiss®® from the viewpoint of the
soclologist also (incidentally there were no sociologists
among the members of the Gluecks! research staff) finds
many deficiences., He points out that while there was
remarkable close agreement on I.Q. and ethnic eorigin
between the delinquents and nondelinquents, age and
neighborhood environmment were less well matched.

He qwestions the various assumptions regarding the
inevitability of delinquency as a consequence of the
person's "physical and psychologic equipment."

Reiss also concludes that the lnadequate sociological
designs of thils research does not permit the assessment of
social factors as causal factors and/or as limiting
candisions. He answers negatively to the gquestion whethsr
thls study made a contribution to the sclentific study of
criminology since most of the elementary criterla of
analysis, e.g., rellabllity and evsaluation of the nature
of the relationships have not besn met. The interpretation
of the data, particularly from a sociological perspective,
does not follow from the data presented. However, he feels

that the data could be reworked snd re-evaluated.

26., Albert J. Reiss, Jr., "Unraveling Juvenile
Delinguency - An Appraisal of the Research Methods,” The
American Journal o¥ Sociology, Vol., LVII, Number Z,
September 1951, p. 115.
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CHAPTER IV
PRESENTATION OF CASES

Out of a total of thirty-two cases of boys, who,
under the custody of Child Welfare Services, were sent
to the Rhode Island Training School for Boys in 1952,
the writer has arbitrarily selected those boys of that
total who were returned to their own homes and living
in them at the time thelr delinquent behavior became
serious enough for them to be sent to the Training
School. These cases numbered twelve, The writer
studied the case histories of each boy and the family,
extracting such data as previously listed in Chapter I,

The twelve cases have been presented in the order

that the wrlter studied each one,
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CASE 1
I. EARLY HOME LIFE

Tony 1is a fifteen ywar old boy, robust and well-
built, functioning at an intvellectual level of borderline
deficiency, He was committed along with hls three older
sisters to the State in 1944 on a charge of neglect,

The conditlions in the home at the time of commitment were
indescribably filthy and squalid. Tony and his sisters
were examined at this time and were found to be suffering
from filth, pediculi, and malnutrition. All of them had
besn truant regularly from school.

The father drank a good deal, gave little money toward
support of the children and blamed the mother and children
for the home conditions, When any attempt was made to
place responsibllity for conditions upon him, he became
very antagonistic and threatening. He had a police record,
including robbery and assault.

The mother appeasred to be a rather helpless, inadequate,
easy-going person. She displayed amblvalent feelings
toward father and was obviously afraid of him.

II. EXPERIENCE AT THE CENTER

Tony remained at the Children's Center for tiree ard one-
half years, During this time, his adjus tment was poor,

He constantly ran away from school, stole, and was a
behavior problem when in school, He was a bed-wetter, cried
easlly, fought with younger children, used vlle language,
lied and blamed others for his dif ficulties.

III. EXPERIENCE IN OWN HOME

Finally, 1t was decided to place Tony in his own home,
although conditions in the home were not conducive to
improvement., Two of his sisters had returned homs from
disciplinary instisutions. However, placement in his own
home did not prove successful for Tony. The emotionsal
factors that had originally been instrumental in Tony's
commitmont were still present in the home, Father
continued to work irregularly, drink, end showed little

interest in the family,




IV. DELINQUENT ACTS
Five months after placement at home, Tony got into
trouwble, He and anotler boy who was on probation stole
four cars and drove them about the city, and then abandoned
them, Since this was the first time he had been in
trouble , since his return home, he was not punished by
the judge.
Three months later Tony was apprehended with some other
boys for mistreating cows by overfeeding them and hitting
them with rubber hoses. For thls he was placed on
probation,
Five months later Tony was arrested for breaking and
entoring the house of a college professor. He was brought
into Juwvenile Court and committed to the Rhode Island
Training School far Boys until further order of the court,

There 1s not much doubt that Tony's delinquent
behavior stemmed from his extremely unfavorable home and
family canditions., The pattern of rejection and depriva-
tion by his parents resultsd in little super-ego develop-
ment, As the Gluecks wrote, his parents were not "desir-
able souwrces for emulation and construction of a consistenst,
well-balanced and normal super-ego."

Possibly placement In a warm and understanding foster
home might have altered his pattern of delinquency, but
this can only be speculetive. Then again it is possible
that the causative elements of his delingquency were so
severe at the tire of commitment when he was six years old
that a foster home setting would not have been of thera-

peutic value.
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It is the writer's belief that the placeament of
Tony in his own home was unwise slince the same conditlons
that caused his commitment still existed at the time of
his placerent. Hls parents were still immersed in the

pool of their own neurotic conflicts.




I, EARLY HOME LIFE

Alvin is a sixteen year old boy, Protestant, well-bullt
with somewhat higher than average intellectual ability.
He was committed to the care of the State in September

1946 on a charge of dependency, There were five slblings,

all girls, who were committed at the same time as Alvin.

There was always friction between the mother end father,

The mother neglected the children and drank excesslvely.

After referral to a family agency, mother was found mentally

i1l and was confined to the State Hospltal for Mentel
Diseases in 1945 wlth a diagnosis of dementia praecox.
She has remalined ths re until thils date.

The father has always maintained an interest in Alvin and
his other children. Since he could not get a divorce from
the mother, he has always liwved with seversl women, a

factor which has operated agalinst his repeatedly expressed

desire to have the children home with him,

II., EXPERIENCE IN FOSTER HOME

Alvin was placed in a foster home for a short time after
cormitment, but an upset condition in this foster home
necessivated his return to the Children's Center, He was
placed in a second foster home in a matter of weeks and
he remaired in that home untll he returned to his father
in June 1951,

During his placement in this foster home, Alvin apparently

made a good adjustment. He recelved excellent marks in
school amd for a time expressed an ambition to go on to
college and study to be a reporter., At school Alvin had
no scholastic diffliculties at all, but at times he did
displey aggression and the school principal felt that he
might have some Aiffi culty in adjuswing in junlor high
school.

To the various workers who had convact with him, Alvin
always presented the picture of a yulet, introverted boy
who expressed feelings of inferiority concerning his
abllity and achievements.
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During this period of foster home placement, Alvin visited
his father fairly regularly, although he di splayed a good
deal of ambivalencse toward him., He took part in neighbor-
hood athletics, attemded church regularly, and went to
sunmer camps.

IIT, EXPERIENCE IN OWN HOME
Alvin returned to his father's home in June 1951 after
the father's repeatedly expressed desire to have his
children home . Alvin appeared somewhat indifferent about
going home, but finally agreed to go home.

IV, DELINQUENT ACTS

On October 10, 1951 Alvin was brought into Juvenile Court
for having committed indecent acts in the presence of
giris, At this time he was placed on probation.
In March 1952 Alvin appeared 1n Juvenile Court for
committing an indecent attack upon a ten year old girl.
Before and after the attack, he threatened to choke the
girl if she screamed or told anyone sbout the attack,
However, she had run hysterically to her parents, and they
had noti fied the police., At this hearing Alvin was ordered
detained at the Rhode Island Training School for Boys.

In Alvin's case his emotional dis turbances did not
manifest themselves as an overt behavior problems until
he was fifteen years old. On the surface he appeared to
be making a good adjustment in his foster home and in
school. Inwardly, however, he was undoubtedly experiencing
distorted sexual fantasies stemming from his unresolved
conflicts.

Perhaps the return to his father's home might mave
been the precipitating factor in Alvin's aggressive
sexual acts, although this is speculative., He knew his

father was promiscuous with seversl women and when he




came® home to live wlth his fathsr, there was a woman
living with him at the time,

However, it 1s probable that Alvin's sexual
deviations can be attributed to his early years of
deprivation and re jection, It seems evident that he
needed psychiatric treatment, but since this was not
possible, he was sent to the Tralning Schooi to protect
society, but it 1is extremely unlikely that Alvin himself

will benefit from Iincarceration.
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CASE 3.
I. EARLY HOME LIFE

Joe is a rather thin and small boy of fifteen years of age
with marked Oriental features. He 1s Catholic and he has
better than average intel ligence. Fourteen years ago he
was committed to the care of the State on a charge of
neglect,

At the time of his commitment paternity for Joe had never
teen established legally and 1t was belleved that the
putative father was either Philippiro or Chinese.

The mother's early history was not of any apparent signi-
flcance until she reached adolesence, Her relationship
to maternal grandmother was described as hostile., The
grandmother was allegedly abusive toward mother whereas
the maternal grandfather was usuvally lenient with her,

At the time of Joe's birth, he was the mother's third
child born out of wedlock., The first chlld was a girl who
died at the age of seven, and the secord child, a boy, was
subsequently adopted,

For a year and a half, the mother cared for Joe until it
was reported to a protvective agency that she was
illegitimately pregnant for a faxrth time and was being
abusive to Joe. For two consecutive days mother would
beat, curse, and threaten to kill Joe, and for a week
following she refused to feed him, and upon one occasion
placed his head in an oven,

Following Joe's commitment, mother served six months at
the Women's Reformatory, having been charged with lewqd,
wanton and lascivious conduct. In December 1940 mother
was transferred to the State Hospltal for Mentel Diseases
where she remalned until September 1942. 8She was not
found to be psychotic, but was dlagnosed as having
personality dif ficulties dating back to adolescence,

In 1944 she marrlied a Philippino, who was a chief stesward
in the Navy, He was the father of her last two children,
In this household was another child born out of wedlock,




IT. EXPERIENCE IN FOSTER HOME

Soon after his commitment in 1959, Joe was placed in a
foster hore until August 1945. During these years, he
enjoyed good health and made a good adjustment in the
foster home. The mother saslways continued her interest in
Joe to the extent that she would not sign an adoptive re-
lease for him. However, she did not visit Joe very
frequently.

III. EXPERIENCE IN OWN HOME

In August 1945, a ysar after his mother's marriage, she
requested Joe's return home to her armd stepfather.
Separation fran his fom ter parents proved gquite traumatic
to Joe who actually refused to leave the home, However,
the placement was made., A year after Joe's placement with
his mother, he was involved with the police for pulling a
false alarm. He woald go around telling people that his
mother was not married and he showed & marked decline in
schoolwork. Right after this period his mother gave birth
to another child. Through supportive casework hel p, both
mother and Joe were able to understand each other better,
to & polnt where stepfather petitioned for adoption of hinm,
and in June 1947, the case was closed since the adoption
was granted.,

IV, DELINQUENT ACTS

There was no further contact with the family until November
1949 when the case was referred to Court far re-commitment
of Joe. In April of that same year he had been brought to
Court for setting fire to the draperies in the main dining
hall of a hotel. During this court session he infoarmed
the judge that he feared hls parents and did not want to
return home. He sald he had committed this act 1n order to
get sent to the Training School. He was detained at the
Training School for two months and later returned home al-
though he objected strenuously to this plan. From June to
November 1949 Joe was in constant difficulty at home and
in the cormunity. He had run away from home a total of ten
times and was a constent trmnant from school, His relation-
ship with his motgher was described as one of hostility

during this period snd he actually was asking for separation

from his femily. Therefore, he was re-commlitted to the
Children's Division and placed at the Childrent's Center,

He remained at the Center until the following summer when
both he and his mother requested hls return. His adjustment
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at the Center was one of complete confomity and from a
pathetic, frightened child he learned to hold his own and
was able to compete favarably with his age group, His
school work also improved notably at this time.

Joe remained home until May 1951 when he was agaln returned
to the Center, Up until March of this last placement, he
seemed to be doing well, but then his old pattern of

behavior re-appeared and from March until May he was involved

in several delinquent acts, which included the following:
tampering with autos, setting fires, physically abusive
toward younger children, truanting, running away from horme,
and forging of a check. However, two weeks later he asked
to return home.

During the subsequent period at the Center, several months
went by without particular incident, except during a two-
week period in the summer when he went home on vacation,
remalined a few days and ran away from his mother, return-
ing to the Center., He could not verbalize why he had run
away, On a subsequent weekend visit home, he contacted the
grippe and remained there longer., When he recovered, he
refused to return to the Center, and for a month ad justed
falrly well until he began to be truant from school, ran
away from home and ultimately broke into a furniture store
taking nothing. At a court hearing he was returned to the
Center. In the beginning of 19562 Jece was again in Court for
stealing and pulling a knife on a cottasge father, and
running away after he had been refused a week's vacation at
home. He was agalin returned to the Center where he remained
until March of 1952 when he placed himself in his former
foster home after repeated difficulties at the Center armd

in school.

During the first six months of 1952 - at times when Joe

was in a state of emotional upheaval - the adoptive father
had been stationed out of the state and the mother was very
ambivalent in her relationship with Joe. At times she was
very hostile toward the agency and the community, defend -
ing Joe completely, and at ovher times being equally
negative abouts him, berating him and belit ting him,

In August 1952 Joe was 1n court on a charge of stealing
one hundred and fifty dollars. The mother borrowed to

repay the money.

Later in the same month, he appeared in court agailn for
the stealing of articles from parked cars at an amusement
park. At this hearing he was sent to the Rhode Island

Training School for Boys.
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Joe 's pattern of behavior indlcated a constant need
to return home, but while at home he incvitvably got 1nvo
difficulties, BHe usually became emblttered in the home,
ran away and committed dellnquent acts In the community.

Until recently Joe had been unable to express
hostility toward adult figures, especially his mother and
stepfather. Apparently, his only means of freeing himself
from the hostility he felt was by his overt delinquency
in which he had been involved for several years, The
writer feels that these delinquent acts were a way of not
only punishing himself, but hils mother, since he apparent-
1y would perform them just to leave his mother and return
to the Center., He has revealed strongly ambivalent feel-
ings towards his mother and also the siblings in the home,
Also Joe manifested feelings of inadequacy about his being
of Orlental origin in part.

Again there 1s no doubt in Joe's case his pattern
of delinquency had itvs root in his severely dcprived
and rejected childhood. Ambivalence was the princlpal
theme between him and his mother, They were both almost
compulsively drawn to one another only to draw apart
equally compulsively.

It seems that it would have been much better for Joe
to have remained in his foster home where he was making a

good adjustment instsad of forcing him to return home when



delinquency would have appeared if he had remained in this
foster home can only be speculative. However, this writer
feels that the agency was unwise in forcing him to return
to a home that was not conducive for tle growth and
construction of a normmal super-ego - one of the causatlve

factors in the Gluecks' book,

| o
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,  he had actually refused to return home. This had been f
% a traumatic experience for him. Whethsr or not his }
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I. EARLY HOME LIFE

Aime is a seventeen year old boy, husky, well-bulls,

functioning at a borderline defective level of intelligence.

He 1is Catholic and was committed to the custody of the
State in August 1945 of a dependency charge,

When mother was fifteen years of age she was commit ted to
the ILong Lame Farm in Connecticut because of inability to
adjust at home or in school., During thls period she becans
so disturbed that she was trans ferred to the Connecticut

State Hosplital for treatment. Later she came to Rhode Island

and obtalined worked at the State Hospital where she met
father and was married in 1952, Then 1t was discoversed
that father had not been divorced from former wife by whom
he had seven children., He was sentenced to prison for five
vears on a charge of bigamy. Mother and two children were
commlt ted to a Catholic institution where she remaimed
until 1985. She was later sent to a hospital for observa-
tion becaw e of erratlic behavior., Her mental age was
determined at nine and one-half years, Then she went to
the home of her parents after which she was committed to
Exeter School. Subsequently she was paroled from there

and tried to establish & home for her family.

When father was six his parents were forced to place him
in a children'ts institution. He was placed in several
institutions and at the age of twelve left the State Home
and School (Children's Center) to work as a cabin boy on
board ship untll the age of sixteen., He has held many
different kinds of jobs,

At the time of Aime's and his sister's commitment the
father was having difficulty in looking after the children
since the mother was 1n Exeter, He seemed to be sincere-
ly interested in the children's welfare and was reluctant
to have them committed because of the unpleasant memories
of his own 1nstitutional experiences,

IT. EXPERIENCE AT THE CENTER

Ailme had been a behavior problem since commltment to Child
Welfare Services in 1943, He was placed in a foster home
but had to be returned in two months because of repeated
complaints in school of his behavior,

i e




»
)]

ITI. EXPERIENCE IN OWN HOME

In November 1944 Aime went to live with his parents and
sister. During this period he was excessively truant
from school, supervised a six yar old boy's stealing of
articles from a store, and set fires in the neighborhood.
In March 1945 he was returned to the Children's Center.,

In 1946 he was returned to his home again where his. father
was able to supervise him to some extent.

IV. DELINQUENT ACTS

In Febrvary 1950 father died. From that time on Aime's
delinguent behavior became more pronounced. He was brought
into court when he attempted to molest a five year old
girl sexually.He was released and sent home to his motler
only to be returned to cowrt on charges of breaking and
entering with several otler boys. Again he was released
to his mother under supervision of Child Welfare Services,
but subsequently he participated in a series of some
twenty-three breaks with thirteen otlher boys. At this
hearing he was sent to the Rhade Island Training School
for Boys.

Aime's unfavorable childhood was marisd by the
absence of his mother from the home for prlong periods

due to her disturbed cmdition., During the periods that

the mother was in the home, she was too emotionally unstabls

to have a healthy relationship with Aime.

After hils father's death, Alme's delinquent tendencies

became mare pronounced, While he had been alive, the
father had been able to suyervise Aime and had exerted a
stable influence upon him. Upon his death, it was as 1if
a cork were released and Alme's 1id fdrces had nothing to
restrain thom. |

It might have been better for Aime to have been
returned to the Children's Center after his first delin-




quent acts after the death of his fatlr. Whether he
would have remeined tiere and made a reasonably
satisfactory adjustrent is problematical., However, it
would seem that there were not suf flcient strengths in

the mother to effectively control Aims,
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Case 5.
I. EARLY HOME LIFE

Eugene 1s an eleven year old boy, a slight and small,
freckle-faced boy who is slightly below average in intell-
igence according to psychometric tests. He is Catholic and
was committed to the care of the State in May 1948 on a
charge of negle ct,

Bugene's mother was abandoned by her parents when she was
about a year old and she was committed to the State Home
and School as a result, She 4id not go beyond the sixth
grade in school, She was a congenital syphilitic and
received many "shots." Becsuse she felt that Eugene was
experliencing the same problems she did as a child, she
identified with him. In June 1951 she was referred to the
Bradley Home as a behavior problem, Between 1954 and 1940
she was at the State Hosplital for Mental Diseases wiere she
was diagnosed as a psychopathic personality with schizo-
phrenic tendencies,

Eugene's father was one of seven children whose mother died
while they were very young. The children were placed in
foster homes., He never did make a good adjustment and was
continually getting into trouble. He was admitted to the
State Hosplital for Mental Dilseases in 1950 with a diagnosis
of manic-depression. In 1992 he was discharged and re-
admitted in 1936 after the death of his first wife with
whom he had one child, In 1940 he married Eugene's mother
whom he met at the State Hospital where they both had been
patients., Four children resulted from this second marriage
among whom was Eugene,

The children were committed to the care of the State because
the home was unflt to live in and mother was in the hospital
with a dlagnosis of pelvic inflammatory disease. Although
the mrriage had been stormy, it had held together. The
father had been in and out of work almost regularly.

Eugene had always presented more of a behavior problem
than his siblings. He was born in 1942 at the State
Infimeary, testhed at =ix months, walked at eleven months
but did not talk untlil he was three years of age. He was
sesn at the Child Guidance Clinic in 1945, was unable to
stand, refused to walk or feed himself and indulged in
frequent temper tantrums, In 1948 he was described as
hyperactive and boisterous., He seemed to be his mother's
favorite,




The child of the father's first marriage was committed to
the care of tl® State in September 1940, The four children
of his second marriage, including Eugene, were committed

in May 1948, At this time mother received hd p from the
agency psychiatrist and some improvement was seen. DBoth
parents had some insight into their own 1llnesses and how

iv affected Eugene, Mother identified with him and express-
ed apprehension that he might have inherited their mentsal
illnesses., About this time her father committed suiclde

and this had a deteriorating effect upon her,

II. EXPERIENCE AT THE CENTER

Eugene 's ad jus tment at the Children's Center was very poor,
He promoted fights, hit other children, displayed temper
tantrums and ran away frequently. In the beginning he was
shy, aloof, and covered his face when anyone came to talk
to him, He had to be separated from his sliblings because
he might upset them. He took separation from his mother
very hard.

In 1950 he was expelled from school for fighting and other
episodes. He visited home frequently although his mother
could not cantrol him, He continued to manifest aggressive,
almost sadistic behavior toward other children and toward
cottage parents although mother cormmented frequently on

his love for animals,

III, EXPERIENCE IN OWN HOME

His running away increased to tiree or four times a week,
He'd run home but hlis mother could not keep him, His
temper tantrums became extreme and on his visits home, he'd
become involved with stealing, constantly demanding money,
kicked and tirew stones at her.

IV. DELINQUENT ACTS

Bugene was repeatedly returned to the Center by the warker
but almost immediately he'd run away home again,
Psychiatric appointments for him were impossible to keep
since he ran away 8o orten. He revealed amblvalence toward
his mother, kmpt running away, knowing that she could not
really take him, He was plcked up by the police for purse-
snatching and stealing from a downtown store and finally
after becoming more and more frequantly involved with the
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police, he was detained &t the Rhale Island Tralning School
for Boys, pendling exploration for the 1lntense psychiatric
treatment he needed.

It is evident that Kugene's emot ional disturbances are
closely connected with the deprivatlion he suffered since
childhood. All his behavior symptoms reveal a pattern of
acting out his imner conflicts, He seems to be torn
between the meed of being at home with his mother and yet
know ing at the same time thet she cannot give him the love
and security he is demanding from her. The mental illness-
es of both parents have undoubtedly aggravated the emotion-
al situation. Nobody had been able to establish a strong
relationship with Eugene. His aggression and sadism were
defense mechanisms he set up to protect himself from the
outside world which he did not trust and feared. Because
of the strong tie with his mother, he could never accept
foster home placemwnt. AT times he verbalized the feeling
that he was alone and nobody cared for him., He sometimes
expressed doubt that the 1llness of his mother was the

reason for his commitment., He had the fesling that she

Just didn't went him,




Case 6
I. EARLY HOME LIFE

Peter 1s a small, thin, red-haired boy with rather weak
facial features, and a dull-normal intelléctual capacity.
He 1is fifteen ywars old and Catholic. Both Peter and his
younger brother, Paul, were committed to the State in
February 1949 after having been detalned at the Rhode
Island Training School for Boys pending thelr commitment.

The father's history shows a pattern of alcoholism and
imprisomment due mainly to drunkenness and disturbing the
peace., He had a long record of arrests and fines on
alcoholic charges, During the many periods of resulting
unemployment, it had been necessary for the family to be
helped by public assistances.

The mother appeared to be a weak, inadequate woman who
complained constantly about the father's behavior and
blamed him entirely for the poor conditions at home and

the problems created by the boys' behavior, However, she
herseif refused to do anything about it. She related to
various workers how the father broke down the doors when

he was 1intoxicated, threw the furniture around, and created
such a disturbance that she and the two boys were terribly
frightened., She was extremely amblvalent toward the fatler,
tolerating him one day and belng disgusted wilith him the
othser,

At the tire of commitment the family lived In a second
floor three-room tenement which was deplorably filthy
both inside armd out while the sanitation facilities were
inadequate,

There is no record of the famlly relationships of either
the mother or father,

Before commitment to the Children's Center, Peter had been
involved in & number of petty stealings with hils younger
brosther, Paul, who was the leader. Peter had been

subject to spells since 1946 and these were dlagnosed as
petit mal epilepsy. In a psychiatric interview at tle
Center, he mentioned that he had had "fits" during the
night in the past., It was felt timt Peter was very
dependent upon his brother Paul and was very insecure and
emotionally younger than his chrmological age.
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At the age of eleven he was enuretic and soiled his clothes,
He continwed to have eplleptic seizures and was receiving
medication for these.

ITI. EXPPRIENCE AT THE CENTER

Because of his epileptic fits and low intalligence, Peter
made a poor adjustment at the Center., Ee was hyperactive,
effeminate, and extremely dependent upon his parents.,

His epilepsy was sarewhat controlled because of the close
super vision he received at the Center. The mother respond-
ed much more warmly and maternally to Peter than she did

to his brother, Pdaul,

ITI. EXPERIENCE IN OWN HOME

In October 1950 Peter was retumed to his home and a few
months later his brother Paul was returned., For about six
months he made a good adjustwent in the home, His enuresis
stopped and his epilepsy was controlled medically. Also
he seemed to lose some of hls feminine characteristics.,

However, camplaints were received from school tlat both
boys were acting up and seemed to be:. suffering from mal-
nutrition. Mother canplained that she had no camtrol

over them and blamed conditions on father. The father was
hostile and uncooperative, blaming the mother becasuse he
worked late at night and could not assume the responsibilisvy
of the children,

IV. DELINQUENT ACTS

In Jamuary 1952 both Peter and Paul were detained at the
Rhode Island Training School for Boys for rifling cars,
shop-1ifting, roaming the streets late at night, and
attempted automobile theft.

Peter's pattern of delinquency emer ged almost
inevitably from the neurotic and disordered behavior of
his parents. He must have been subjected to many terrible

scenes of his father indulging in vioclent orgies of drink-

ing and destniction. It was evident that he was over-




protected by the mother who probably had guilt feelings
about not loving him. Peter's emotional disturbances
were further complicated by his eplleptic fits and his
dependence upon his brother Psul, who was smarter and
more reckless in his behavior.

Both boys were returned to a home in which previous
unfavorable conditions had not changed. The father showed
no interest in the boys' welfare and the mother was too
week and 1lnadequate to do anything about it except to
project the blame upon the father, Perhaps more of an
effort should have been made by the agency to place Peter
in a good foster home and separate him from his brother
who was always & bad infliuence upon him, Of course at
this time the mot her was showing an interest in him and
it 1s possibvle that he could not accept a foster hame.



Case 7
I. EARLY HOME LIFE

Paul, the younger brother of Peter, in the preceding case,
is a thirteen year old boy, small, well-developed, red-
haired with rogulsh eyes, Hlis Intelligence level, accord-
ing to tests, is of a dull normal quality, He was
committed to the State in February 1949 along with his
brotier, Peter,

(For family background, see preceding case concerning Peter).

Befare cormitment Paul was at the Rhode Island Training
School for Boys for steaiing and sleeping 1n cars, It was
said that his mother blemed him for all the family troubles,
including the fact that his fatle r was alcoholic and in

At a psychiatric examimation at the Tralning School before
commitment, Paul was described as a wall-~developed and well-
nourished, rather small boy with red hair and freckied
face, regular featwes, except for malformed teeth., He
showed signs of emotional instabillty since early life,

was enuretic until the age of four years, snd had the habit
of finger-nall biting. He was described as a restless
child who longed for excitement. Frequently, he boasted
of being a good shooter and expert knife thrower, and said
he belmmged to a nelghborhoocd gang who would liberate him
from the Training School 1f they only knew where to locate
him, He spoke abat going to Texas, using guns and murder-
ing people there.

II. EXPERIENCE AT THE CENTER

When he arrived at the Cermter, he displayed sggression,
identified strongly with his fatlsr, and hit the otler
children., He seempd to enjoy scrapping and all sports and
in spite of his small size was an excellent athelete.

It was felt at this tlime that Paul had tremendous guilt
feelings about all the things for which his mother blemed
him, such as his father's going to jall and his brotler
Petert's epileptic fits.

While at the Center Paul was involived 1ln several eplsodes
of running away, stealing and amme of fire-setting. At
this time he spoke bitterly about religion and denounced it.




Attempts were made to place Paul in a foster home but
these efforts were not successful as he resisted upon

the groumds that if the home did not have a harse of a colt,

het!d reather remain at the Center.

III. EXPERIENCE IN FOSTER HOME
Finally in September 1950 Paul was placed 1in a foster
home, He seemed to make an excellent adjustment in this
home , was adored by the foster parents and got along with
the other boys in the home., However, he was unable to get
along in the parochlal school and finally was excluded
fron there ., He went to the public school and was expelled
a few hours after he was admitted., He beat up seversal
children in the class, threw a rock at the teachsr, and
told another teacher to go to Hell,

IV, EXPERIENCE IN OWN HOME
In October 1950 Paul was returned to tle home of his
mother along with his brother Peter,

V. DELINQUENT ACTS
Conditions did not improve for either boy at home and
finally in January 1952 both Paul and Peter were sent to
the Rhode Island Training School for Boys for rifling
cars, shoplifting, roaming the streets late at night,
and attempted automobile theft.

Paul's pattern of delinguency can be traced almost
directly to the rejection he experienced from his mother
and father., Yot only did he experience rejection but he
was laden with gullt feelings, imposed by his mother who
blamed him for the father's alcohollsm and belng in jall,
and also for his brother Peter's eplileptic fits: The
mother ldentified with his brother, Peter, and treated

him more warmly and maternally than Paul.
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With Paul's rejection by his parents thers was little
development of the super ego., He had to act out his del-
inquent impulses for there was no compensating love and
affection by a mother or father figure to make him give
them up.

Paul needed intense psychiatric treatment, in the
opinion of the writer. Where he would receive this treat-
ment posed & problem that was not successfully solved.

He was sent home to his parents where the same cmditions
prevailed that had prevalled at the time of his cormitment.
A rejecting mother and an alcoholic fatler almost
guarantesd the inevitability of Paul's acting out his

delinquent and antisocial impulses.
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Case 8
I. EARLY HOME LIFE

Edward is an eleven ysar old boy, small, slight and blond,
with an average intelligence rating. He 1is Catholic and
was committed to the care of the Stats in July 1952,

This is a family of seven children, including Edward.

The oldest child, Raymond, a boy of fifteen years of age,
was committed to an institutlon. There 1s no record of
the family hilstory of either the mother or father.

The father did not appear to have much affection far Edward
or the other children. In the home he was cold and
authoritative, showlng no warmth or affection for the
children. He had always berated Edward for his past
mistakes and frequently reminded Edward of them, He ad-
mitted he was out of patlence wlth Edward and felt that

his placement was the only solution to hls behavior problem,.

The mother also seemed to lack affection for all of her
children. She maintalned that she treated them all the
ssme but had been quite rejecting of Edward. She felt that
he was mentally retarded despite tests administered by the
child guldance clinic which revealed him to be of average
inteiligence. Often she expressed despalr of being able
to do anything canstructive about him, She punished him
severely and often wilithout availl, Edward's behavior
increased her anxiety and tension.

During the three of four years prlor to commitment, Edward
had been a severs behavior problem, Among hls delinquent
acts had been firesetting, stealing and truanting.

Edward's developmental history seemed normal, His birth
was a breech delivery without forceps. It was a full-term
pregnancy. His formula was canned milk to which he re-
acted favorably. There was no dif ficulty in feeding or
bowel movements, Ie was comnsidered a good baby who did not
cry much and slept a great deal of the time, At four .
months he cut his first tooth and had five teeth at the

end of the first year. He was weaned at one year and six
months; he walked at the end of his first year; he began
to talk at eighteen months and was tollet trained at the
end of thirty months. He had no serious childhood illness-
es.

At the age of five the mother sald that Edward began to
show "bad" behavior but she felt this was because he was
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growing up. He had not been able to get along with the
other children in the neighborhood and continually fought
with them, Frequently he threatened to run away from home
and began to steal small articles from the home.

When he was slx years old, neighbors would not allow their
children to play with him, At this time he began to set
fires in his home and in the adjoining woods. He was
continuously in trouble in the nsighborhood and was blamed
for causing casiderable damage.

In school Edward also had difficulties, He dld not like

his teacher and the other children in his class and was
frequently truent from school., Hls work was poor but he

was promoted each year, It was requested that he be
transferred to parochial school and this was done, He
attended parochial school for one year, but because of his
behavior, very poor marks, truancy, stealing, and destruction
of church property, it was requested that he be withdrawn

and returned to public school.

In November 1951 Edward was administered a Rorshach by the
child guidance clinic., The findings in this test pointed

out an impaired ego, absence of normal identification and

severe feelings of rejection.

In Jamuary 195< he appeared in Juvenlle Court for setting
fires and stealing in tl® community. At this hearing he
was detained at the Rhode Island Training Schoocl for Boys
for four weeks pending carrying through plans to have him
admitted to the Bradley Home., At this hearing a polics
sargeant called him as a boy without fear, On one occasion
he climbed up high on 3300 volt tension wires and came
down unhurt after scaring the pollice. Another time, while
in school, he disappeared and was found in the sewer pipes
that were being lald in back of the school seventy-five
feet underground.

II. EXPERIENCE AT THE CENTER

In February 1952 Edward was admitted to the Children's
Center on a temporary commitment after belng at the Train-
ing School for a short time. Bradley Home refused to take
him and the Court felt that his problems were because of
his rejection at home and consequently relsased him from
the Training School. He remaimed at the Center untll
April 1952 when he was returned home and placed with his
parents. Except for running away frequently to his home,
he adjusted fairly well at the Center. Placement at home
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was notv successful since he manifested his delingunent
behavior at home and therefore was returned to the Center
in July 1952 when he was committed to Child Welfare
Services until furtler order of the Court.

Bdward continwed to be & severe behavior problem at the
Center, attempting to set flre to a building. Since he was
endangering the other children, the Court detained him at
the Rhode Island Training School for Boys.

III. EXPERIENCE IN OVN HOME
Edward's adjustment at the Rhode Island Training School for
Boys was superflcially good and he remalned there until
November 1952 when he was sent home to his parents under
supervision of Child Welfare Services. The plan at that
time had been for kdward to come to the Center frequently
for psychiatrlic consultation while casework was carried on
with him and his parents in the home.

IV, DELINQUENT ACTS

However, Hdward appeared again in Juvenile Court in January
1953 af ter he and another boy had entered several stores
and stolen articles from them, At thls hearing he was
returred to the Rhode Island Training School for Boys.

Edward was rejected by both parents and was not able
to identify normally with elther of them, The mother
punished him severely and probably vented her frustration
upon him, She believed him to be mentally retarded even
though tests indicated otherwise.

Here again 1s the situation of a boy needing intensive
psychlatric treatment and not belng able to secure it
because of lack of facllities., Certainly the Tralning
School does not of fer it, Child Welfare Services had only
1imited psychiatric facilities and Bradiey Home limitus

its 1intake to children that fall into certain, well-defined
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categories.

Thus, Edward was shuttled about from home to Training
School, to Children's Center and back home again, All
this time he could not identify with his parents or any
adult and impulsively and compulsively acted out his
conflicts in delinguent behavior, He was returned to his
home becsuse there was no othsr place for him, Even
though his mother rejected him, he was drawn to her in

their ambivalent relationship.



Case 9
I. EARLY HOME LIFE

George 1s a fourtesn yar old boy, blond, of medium stature
and well-developed, functioning at a borderline level of
intelligence, He 1s Catholic and was committed to the

care of the State in February 1952 on a charge of neglect.
He was the gecond oldest of five children.

The father 1is partially deaf and works in a factory. He
puts in long hours at his work and does not feel any
interest or responsibllity for the children. He felt that
his working long hours was sufficient to meet his family
responsibilitlies and showed no warmth or affection for the
children. On frequent occasions he drank heavily., 1In 1948
he worked on Guam and was away from home for a year, This
was the time that George began to have trouble in the
comunity.

The mother also did not demonstrate any affection for the
children. She blamed George for his poor adjustment and

had no insight into his problems. She also blamed father

for drinking habits and not giving enough money into the

home ,

There 1s no record of the early family hilstory of ths
mothe r or father,

While In the community, George would remaln away from home
for several days at a time, steal fran stores or younger
children, ani fight with smaller children., Also he had
been truanting from school.

While father was in Guam living conditions in the home
were very poor. The home itself was filthy and the
children were inadequately dressed.

II. EXPERIENCE AT TRAINING SCHOOL

On June 1, 1948 Cearge was fourd "wayward" by the Juvenile
Court and detained at the Rhode Island Trainlng School for
Boys until further order of the Court.

On June <k, 1948 George was relseased fram the Tralning
School as his father had returned from Guam and both
parents agreed that the supervision would be mare adequate,
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In Augwst 1948 George was returned to the Tralning School
for stealing a bicycls and a sum of money. He was released
in December 1948 snd for a time adjusted fairly well at
home, at school, and in the community.

In October 1949 he was returned to tle Training School for
stealing and remained tlere untll Sepiember 1950. At the
Training School, he seemed to make a reasonably good adjust-
ment,

In June 1952, while at home, George was again involved in
stealing. At a Court hearing he was committed to the carse
of Child Welfare Services as 1t was felt that the parents
were too rejecting and lnadequate to help him,

IIT. EXPERIENCE AT THE CENTER

George was given a Rorshach test at the Center and 1its
responses indicated a rather restricted, ilimited boy who
was quite disturbed, There were indications of extreme
hostility and aggressive impulses over which he had no
control, He appeared to have hostile feelings toward his
father and mother, He was striving to control his
impulses in an intellectual fashion but this was not
satisfactory and he had to act out these impulses in an
antisoclial mamner.

From the time of his placement at the Center, George's
adjustment was poor and he camtinually ran away., However,
when he ran away, he would usually not go to his own home,
but would wander about the clity for several days at a

time, vislting friends he knew before coming to the Center,
He was seen several times by the staff psychiatrist who
felt that his problems were caused by parental rejection,
At the Center school Gearge threw books, erased other
children's work from the blackboard, fought wlth other
children, stole from coat pockets, and on one occasion,

he actually fought with the teacher., He did not participats
in sports or other group activities., He did not make
friends easlly and was described by hls cottage parents as
having a sadistic streak 1n being c¢ruel to animals and
children smaller and less aggressive than himself,

IV, EXPERIENCE IN OWN HOME

Because of hils poor adjustment at the Center, George was
referred to Court in October 1952, but the Court retumed
him to the Center for continued treatment. His poor adjust-



ment contlnued, and hs was therefore referred back to the
Court in Novenber., At the recommendation of Child Welfare
Services he was returned home to his parents with the
urderstanding that he would retum regularly to the Center
for his treatment with the psychiatrist. Thils arrangement
worked fairly well for several weeks, but shortly before
Christmas George ran away from home and was not seen for two
weeks until hils father picked him up at a housing project
area, He could give no explanation as to why he had run away
from home ard since it was apparent that he was severely
disturbed and In reed of close supervislon, he was referred
to Court, which ordered him detained at the Rhode Islamnd
Training School for Boys for further study.

It seems to the writer that George had a mewed to seek
punishment for his acts, He frequently asked for visits
home and when the se were permitted, he would go home for a
few howrs and then disappear for long periods of time., On
several of these visits, he didn't even make an sppearance
at home.

Agaln there 1s the pattern of rejection by both paremts
and the lack of identificat ion with eitle r parent., Hils
sadism toward smaller children and animals can be interpreted
as a defense mechanism. There is 1little development of a
normal superego as evidenced by his compulsion to act out
his unresolved conflicts.

He demonstrated great ambivalence towzard his mother
as shown by his need to return home to her and then having
to leave home after a few hours there,

George is obviously in need of Intense psychotherapy
and was detalned at the Rhode Island Training Sechool for

Boys pending further study.
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Case 10
I. EARLY HOME LIFE

Nick is an eleven year old boy, small, heavy-set, dark-
haired and dark skin, functioning at a dull normal level

of intelligemce. He is Catholic, of Italian extraction,
and was committed to the care of the State in December 1951
of a charge of dependency.

The father was born in Italy. Nothing is known of his early
history. The marriage with mother took place in 1926 and
ended in divorce in 1948, Father was allegedly remarried and
had one chlld by thils marrisge. He assumes no responsibllity
for the care of his children, but does meintaln some contact
with them., He has history of alcohollsm and unstable work
history.

Mother 1s an obese woman, who completed a grammar school
education only, sinecs she had to take care of her own
mother who was 111 many years with high blood pressure,
She has a long history as & mill worker and assumed
support of the family since her divorce from father in
1948, Even before the dlivorce, she had to take on much
of the responsibility for the support of the family. She
had cmslderable difficulty in her marital relstionships
and a8 a result her marriage was never a happy one. Tisre
was some que stion of promlsculty on her part and some doubt
as to the paternity of her last child.

Nick was the seventh of ten siblings, ohly six of whom were
in the home at the time of commitment. One brother was in
Exeter School and the otler older siblings were married.

The entire sibling group at home seered to lmve a condemning
attitude toward Nick since they were sbusive to him and
attempted to exert much authority over him which resulted

in his becoming defiant and resentful of them, He also
showed hostile behavior toward the younger siblings.

The motler expressed a great deal of ambivalence toward
Nick end physically abussed him on many occasions., It

seemed that whenever the motler suffered a financlal or
emotional crisis, she displaced her hostility upon Nick.
Although he seemed to provoke hostillity from her by his
impish and destructive behavior, he wanted to remain with
her ard could not accept separation from her, Hkis relation-
ship with father was not close slnce their contacts with
each other were rare,

In the past Nick had several automobile accidents requiring
hospitalization., Motler stated thaet his goling to the
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hospital on tlese occasions did not seem traumatic or
fearful to him.

II, EXPERIENCE AT THE CENTER

After his commitment in December several attempts were made-
to help him accept placement at the Center, but he never
was able to remain for more than a day without running

home to mother.

He was administered a Rorshach which pointed out the follow-
ing: YA very constricted chronic anxiety and as a result
his emotional spontaneity 1s severely inhibited and there

is evidence of Impoverishment of creativity and a marked
reduction of intellectual energy to drive for achievement,
Contact with reality appears to be normal,"

Nick was subject to extreme temper tantrums, severe sadism
toward younger siblings, and much destruction of household
furnishings.

III. EXPERIENCE IN OWN HOME AND DELINQUENT ACTS i

From the tine of his commitment Nick refused to stay at
the Center and refused to attend school, His behavior was
characterized by stealirg monsy, breaking articles of
furniture in the home, and acting in a generally disturbed
manner. He had not attended school since April 1951, Nick
would vislt the Center but would not attend school there
or in his owm neighborhood. His mother's feselings toward
him were hostile and rejecting because of his behavior,
However, he was closely attached to her and could not bear
to be separated from her, Mother tried to placate him by !
giving him money, but this was of no avail, She had no i
control over him and her rejection of him was characterized
by her loss of temper and a feeling that shs would injure
him. He seemed frigltened and Insecure., He stuttered :
slightly and blinked his eyes constantliy. t

Becsuse he refused to stay at the Center or remain in

school in his own neighborhood, Nick appeared in Court in
September 1952. At this hearing he was committed to the i
Khode Islamd Tralning School for Boys until further order f
of the Court. \]




Nick demonstrates hils ambivalence toward mother and
does not seem close to father. Although he 1s not able
to be separated from her, while in her presence he seems
to provoke a great deal of hostility from her by name
calling directly to lvr, destruction of household furnish-
ings and a general defilance of her authorivy. Thus, the
parent-child relationship characterizes extreme hostility
and ambivalence on the part of both. This in turn has
made Nick insecure in his mother's love for him,

Besldes receiving re jection from both parents and
siblings, Nick 1s the unfortunate object of mother's
hostllity when she experiences a flnancial or emotional
crisis. Beilng an object of such hostility from his
mother undoubtedly caused Nick to have gullt feelings,

He must have been blamed far all the bad luck and mis-
fortung in the family.,

Nick was an unhappy, anxlous and disturbed boy, who
could not accept separation from a mother who was extreme-
1y ambivalent and of ten hostile toward him, He had to act
out his inner conflicts by extreme temper tantrums,
breaking of household furnishings, and sadism toward his
younger siblings, That Nlek i1s in need of intense

psychotherapy can not be questlioned.
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Case 11
I. EARLY HOME LIFE

Jeames is a slight, well-built, sandy-haired youth,
eighteen yoars of age, functioning at a low level of
intelligence. He is Catholic and was committed to the ;
care of the State in May 1944 on a charge of neglect. y

Little is known of the parents'! early life., They were :
married in 1930, At that time the father was 48 years
old and the mother was 16, The parents were known to
social agencies since the beginning of the marriage and
as early as 19094 came to the attention of a children's
protective agency because of a possible neglect of the
children., Mother was always in poor health, refused to
follow through on medical recommendatlons relating to a
possible tuberculosis condition and suffered from a
cardlac camdltimn, Father drank excessively, worked
irregularly, and from the time of his marriage to mother
had been supported by public funds.

There were seven children, including James, resulting from

the marriage, Untll the time of the children's removal

from the home 1in March 1944, the fanlly lived in squalid
conditvtions. Mother's health cantinuwd to be poor. The

school age children were chronic truants fram school and

when present they presented to the school a problem in
discipline and hygiene., Physlcal neglect and complete lack

of training of the children were outstanding., Throughout

this period father was very verbal about hls right to plan

in his own way for the family and defied the community to
"interfere" in his affesirs, It was not until the
hospitalization of the mother that the chlildren were removed |
from the home, Motler died in December 1945, five months =
after the separation.

All the children were placed except the oldest who remained
with fater until his marriags.,

II. EXPERIENCE AT THE CENTER

At the time of commitment James was placed with his brother,
Daniel, in a cottage at the Children's Center. He manifest- |
ed no depression over separation fram his familly, but i
ra.ther appeared to be an active, comfortable child who
mixed well with the other boys in the cottage and in




genereal seemed to deny any pain in relation to his
situation. At the time of the death of his mother, he
again expressed an attitude of denial of any feeling
about it.

At the Center James' general ad justment was good for about

a year and upon the return from sumer camp in 1945 James
became very aggressive amd uncooperative. In Early 1946

he ran away several times, usually to maternal grandmother's
home, He was completely unmenageable, showed no positive
responses to attempts of institution or casework staff to
help him, Father continuwed in his negative, antagonistic
attitude and attempts to involve him in a positive way in
working out plans far James were to no availl,

ITI. EXPERIENCE AT THE TRAINING SCHOOL

James was 1involved in several incidents of fire-setting
and stealing, In December 1946 he was transferred from

the Children's Center to the Rhode Island Training School
for Boys through cowt order, as a result of his having
hurled a steel bookend at one of the male staff members.

He remained at the Training School for nine months and
made an excel lent adjustment in that confined setting.,
While there he was converted to the Catholilec faith. This
was & result of an expressed wlsh of James and was followed
through with the consent of his father.

v, EXPERIENCE IN FOSTER HOME

In September 1947 he was placed in a foster home where he
remained for fifteen months eand with a greast deal of
casevwork help made an unusually good adjustment. However,
James agaln began to present problems - stealing (mostly
bicycles), truanting, end rumning away to the father's
home . Several subsequent attempts at boarding home place-
ments failed because of his inall lity to conform and to
handle his aggressive impulses,

V. DELINQUENT ACTS

In September 1949 he broke into a small store and stole
candy and cigarettes., In November 1949, in the company
of several other boys, he broke into a priwte home and
stole sllverware and tools, Shortly after thls, he was

again sent to the Rhode Island Training School for Boys
where he remaimed for over two ysars until his discharge
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in April 1952. For several months prior to discharge, he :
was employed at an upholstery shop while living in a i
foster hore under agency supervision.
In the latter part of April 1952 James was involved in
breaking and entering. Later in the same month he and two
other boys were involved in the robbing of a 79 year old
men whom one of the boys beat severely. James appeared in
Court and the case was continued. Meanwhile in May he :
enlisted in the Marine Corps, : i
However, after a short time in the Marines he was disclerged
on & social personality disorder, Following his return f
he went to live with his fathern Shortly after this, he was '
involved in a car-stealing episode and returned to the
Rhode Island Training School for Boys with the recommendation
that he be transferred to the Men's Reformatory. :
James'! early childhood experiences took place in an
aura of squalor, rejectlon and deprivation, His mother
was lnadequate, physieally 111 and unable to give him the
love and security he needed, The father was weak and
alcoholiec, showing no real affection for any of the
children. A few months after cormitment the mother died. ]
James was unable to identify with eithe r father or mother, v
and consequently was unatle to ldentlify with any adult
figure., He had to act out his inner urges amd conflicts
and the compulsion to do so lncreased as time went on.
The only time he was able to control the se impulses was in
the confilned rigia setting of a training school.
James demonstrated ambivalence toward his father, When-
ever he was free of the training school he would return hone
only to repeat his pattern of delinquency so tlat he would

be returned to Court and subsequently to training school,
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Case 12
I. EARLY HOME LIFE

Rovbert 1ls a fourteen yar old boy of medium build, good-
looking with fine features with aversge intelligence,

He 1s Catholic and was committed to the care of the State
in December 1950 on a charge of dependency.

Robert has two half -sisters, age twelve and eleven, He was
born illegitimately fifteen months before mother's marriage
to father.

Hother 1s a dull, apathetlc-appearing woman who seered
completely dominated by the father, This was reflected in
the ca fuslon and contradictions noted in her statements
regardng Robert, At one time she stated that Robert was

a behavior problem in need of corrective tresatment. At
another time she stated that he was an intelligent, well-
behaved boy with whom the father was too strict. She was
erabivalent in her feelings toward Robert but basically

re jected him, Alter she gave birth to Hobert illeglitimately
she felt fortunate in having a husband and was feasrful thet
any demonstrated love for Robert would cause tne father

to lose whatever feelings he lmd for her,

The father was & gruff man, a strict disciplinarisn who
felt that Robert was "bad" and in need of severe corporal
punishment to correct his delinquent activities. He
continually chided mother about Robert and reminded her
that she was lucky to acquire a husband after she had an
1llegitimate child.

Previous to commitment , Robert was running away from home,
staying out late evanlings and complaining to nelghbors

about the abusive treatment he received at home, especially
from the father. Fregquently, he would not go home at all,
sleep in cars am obtain food fran neighbors. He was able
to arouse the sympathy of several neighbors with his

stories of the abusive treatment at the hands of the father,
This abuse consisted of not being allowed to watch the
televislon set and having to remain seated in the living
room, and not being aliowed to go out and play.

Since Robert could not remain iIn his home and his behavior
did not seem serious enough to warrant commitmemt to train-
ing school, Robert was committed to Child Welfare 3Services
with recommendatlon for frequent psychlatric consultations.
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II. EXPERIENCE AT THE CENTER |

Robert was placed at the Children's Center upon commi tment |
and he made a good initial adjustment in that setting. He )
responded well to group living and continually soughs "
approval by adults, He remained somewhat aloof fram the
other children and seemed to feel superlior to them.

During Robert's stay at the Cemt er, close casework was given
to the fanily around what was considered the basic problem _
of his mother's rejection of him. She continually complained |
about his belavior and attitude toward the family and felt v
that he was not grateful to the father who had given him a ’
home.,

Robert made a favorable adjustment at the Center for '
several months, but then he began to run away and return ;
to hls home. Since it was felt that with continued i
supervision and casework by the agency, Robert could make

a favorable adjustment at home, he was placed there in

March 1951, However, this plan falled and he began to run
away and truant from school. He was returned to the Center

in May 1951. The pattern of running away and retuming to

"~ the Center continued for the next year with Robert running

home on the average of once every two weeks, During these !
runaway episodes, he usually became involved in minor ’
delinquencies, such as the steal ing of food,

Robert was treated at the Mental Hygiene Unit of the Center
all during his stay there, He was found to be a severely :
disturbed boy with a questionable prognosis,

III., EXPERIENCE IN OWN HOME

After a series of runaway episodes, Kobert was permitted t
to remain in the family home in March 1952, As usual, i
his 1initial behavior was good, but he soon reverted to |
his former pattern of bshavior snd began staying away from
home for several days.

IV. DELINQUENT ACTS ;

In Janusry 1953 Robert appeared in Juvenile Court after beingv
involved in numerous delinquencies over a period of six

months, and was detained at the Rhode Island Training g
School for Boys until further order, ;

i
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This appears to be a problem in rejection - rejection
of Robert by both the mother and step-father., The step-
father 13 a strict disciplinarlan who resents Robert and
has no insight into the fact that his rejection of the
boy 1s a principal cause of his antisoclal behavior.
Robert projects all his resenemtn and frustration upon
the step-father in twn.

The mother also rejects Robert. She has guilt feel-
ings about hils 1llegitimate birth and feels that he 1s a
threat to her hold upon the father, She feels thmt Kobert
should be grateful to father for bringing him up and
giving him a home, while she herself is so insecure in _
her relationship with father that she feels Robert could é
be a preclipitating factor in her losing whatever the
father feels for her, !

Robert cannot accept the reality of not being accepted
by mother at home, He compulsively returns to the home
again and again, and finally is permitted to remain there
only to find tlmt he 1s still faclng rejection - after
which almost inevitably follows the pattern of acting out

his conflicts in delinquent behavior,




CHAPTER V
THE CASES AS APPLIED TO RESEARCH CRITERIA

Although the twelve cases presented by the wrlter have
little quantatative significance, it 1s Interesting to apply
! these cases to Deutsch's profile of a juvenile delinquent
and to the Gluecks' prediction scales, although the latter
will have to be more limited for reasons the writer will

subsequently explain,

| TABLE T
DEUTSCH'S PROFILE OF A JUVENILE DELINQUENT

Deutsch'!s Elenments Number of Cases

f l. ILarge family, crowded quarters,
g congested neighborhood, low-

income bracket 11
2. Underaverage Iintelligence ‘ 8
3. Physical impairments 1

: 4, Homes broken by divorce,

! separation, death disease or
institutionalization of parent 5
or parents

5. Delinguent career began Just

it before ten years of age ?
! 6. Backward in school, and truent
1 often 11
) 7. Suffering from emotional
: disturbance 12
' 8, Other members of the family

having delinquent records 4

In order to see how each case 1s applied indilvidually
to the Deutsch profile of juveniles delinquency, see Table

IT on the followlng page.




TABLE II
DEUTSCH'S PROFILE OF A JUVENIIE DELINQUENT

E CASE NUMBER 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 #
1. X X ? X X
2 X X ? X
Se X X ? X X X
4, X X X ? X X X
. 5. X X ? X X
6. X X X °» X X X
. X X 7 X X X
8. X ? X X
! e X ? X X
. 10, X x * X X
11. X X 2?2 X X
& 12. ? X X
§ 1. large family, crowded quarters, congested neighborhood,

: low-1income

i 2. Underaverage intelligenc

} 3. Physical impairments '

. 4, Homes broken by divorce, separation, death, disease or
institutionalization of parent or parents

Delinquent career began just before ten years of age
6., Backward in school and truant often

7. Suffering from emotional disturbance

8., Other members of the family having delinquent records

n
.
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Tables I and II reveal that three of the elements of
Deutsch'!s profile of a dellinquent are represented in most
or all of the cases., Eleven of the twelve cases fall into
the large family, low-income, crowded quarters bracket;
twelve cases out of twelve reveal emotional disturbances;
and eleven out of twelve show backwardness in school and
frequent truancy.

Only one case shows & physical impairment. This is
case number six - Peter, who suffered from epileptic fits.
Some of the other cases may have had physical impairments
to a minor degree, but they were not revealed in the
records, so the writer had to conclude that they were not
present.

The writer could not obtaln accurate data for the
fifth element of the profile since the records, as a
whole, did not reveal the exact age when the delinquent
career began. Many of the boys depicted in the cases were
not adjudged delinquent until they were thirteen or
fourteen years of age, although their delinquent behavior
manifested itself many years prévious to their being sent
to the training school. However, the records were not
precise enough for the writer to arrive at any concluslons

concerning this item,

The writer will now turn to a discussion of the Gluecks':

prediction tables and a limlted application of the cases

to these scales,
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The Gluecks constructed their prediction tables for
children at the point of school entrance when they would
be approximmtely six years. The tables were based on the
causative factors of delinquency discovered by the Gluecks
and enumerated in Chapter III.

In reviewlng the findings of their research, the
Gluecks decided not to use as a basis for predictive tools

the factors of differentiation emerging from the somatic

date (physique and health) or from the psychological tests.

They omitted the physique factor because anthro-
pologists have not yet determined whether this remains
constant, and 1f 1t does, whether 1% 1s as yet reliably
distinguishable at the age of six or seven when children
normelly enter school, In regard to health, they found
no great difference between the dellnquents and non-
delinguents,

The psychologlcal tests were omitted from the
prediction tables chiefly because the Stanford-Binet and
Wechsler-Bellevue tests could not be used for children
under ten years of age.

Thus, the Giuscks constructed predictive tables from
their other data - the social background of the boys, ths
Rorschach Test, and the psychiatric findings.,

Since the records employed by the writer, in most

instances, did not contain detallsed psychiatric data or




Rorschach tests, 1t 1s impossible to apply any findings
to the predictive tables employing this data.

However, the writer wlll endeavor to relate the cases
to the Gluecks'! prediction table constructed from the
soclal background of the boys. In some cases the five
factors of this prediction table are not precisely ex-
pressed in the records, but since the pattermn of rejection
is so strong 1n one or both parents, these factors can
almost be logically inferred.

The application of the cases to the Gluecks!
prediction table constructed from the social backgroum

of the boys is shown in Table IIT on the followlng page.

8



TABLE III

THE GLUECKS' PREDICTION TABLE
(CONSTRUCTED FROM SOCIAL RACKGROUND)

SOCIAL FACTORS NUMBER OF CASES

1. Disciplline of boy by father

Overstrict or erratic 5

Lax 4

Firm but kindly 2
2. Supervision of boy by mother

Unsuitable 5

Falir 5

‘Sultable 1
3., Affection of father for boy

Indifferent or hostile 9

Warm (including overprotvective) 2
4, Affection of mother for boy

Indifferent or hostile 8

Warmm (including overprotective) 3
5, Cohesliveness of familly

Unintegrated 3

Some elements of cohesion 4

Cohesive 5

In the first four factors of Table III 1t is to be
noted that all twelve cases are not represented because

of the death or institutionalization of one of the

parents,

I
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The writer realizes that not too much significance
can be attached to the relating of the cases to the
prediction table constructed from social backgrounds as
shown in Table III, since the other two tables constructed
from the psychiatric findings and the Rorschach Tests had
to be omitted because of the lack of data in the records
that the writer employed. However, the writer does feel
that the Table indicates the general lack of positive
elemert s in the child-parent relationships.

The writer applied this criteria as follows: For
example, in Case 1 - Tony - the discipline of the father
was to be seen as lax, the supervision of mother seemed
falr, the affection of the father ami mother for Tony
appeared indifferent, and the famlly had some elements
of cohesion broken by the father's serving time in prison.

In Case 2 - Alvin - the discipllne of father seemed
to be erratic. The supervlision and affection of mothesr
for Alvin was completely negative as she had to be confined
to th® State Hospital for Mental Diseases in 1945, It
would appear that father was overprotective of Alvin
after mother's confinement, and there were some elements
of family cohesion despite mother's confinement,

In Case 12 - Robert - Father's discipline of Robert
appeared to be overstrict and his affectlon for Robert was
indifferent, The mother's supervision of Robert was

unsultable as evidenced by her basic rejection of him and




her affection for him seemed hostile, She evidenced
much ambivalence toward him, motivated partliy by fear
of losing father., It would seem that the home had

some elements of cohesion despite Robert's rumning away.
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CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY ARD CONCLUSIONS
It was the writer's purpose to study the soclial armd
! psychological factors 1n the lives of twelve boys, who
% hed originally been committed to the care of the State

on a charge of neglect or dependency, in order to galn

some insight into the causes of their subsequent de-
linquency. In accomplishing this study the writer i
; arbitrarily chose all the boys, under the custody of

| Child Welfare Services, who had been committed to the |
E Rhode Islaend Training School for Boys during the year i
1952 while they were in their own family home. These

cases, in which the boys were returned to thelir own homes,
numbered twelve out of a total of thirty-two sent to the i
' Rmode Island Training School for Boys in 1952 while under
the custody of Child Welfare Services.

The writer studied the records 1in order to learn i
something of the boys!' early history before commitment to ﬁ
Child Welfare Services, their adjustment at the Center |
or in & foster home, and the precipitating factors 1n
{ their own home that led to their being detained at the h
' Rhode Island Training School for Boys.
Prior to the study of the records, the writer had |

read authoritative literature in the field of juvenlle :

! delinquency, with particular attention to the causes, 4'




preventlion and treatment of juvenile delingquency, in
order to gain a more meaningful perspective of the cases.
In as many instances as possible, the writer discussed
the cases with the worker or workers who had knowledge of
the case.

Since there were only twelve cases employed, the
writer did not see any value in grouping the cases under
any particular heading, such as age, religlon, education,
length of time at the Center, etc, The writer felt tlet
such grouping would have little slignificance, statistically
or qualitatively.

The cases as applied to the Deutsch profile of a
juvenile delinquent revealed them to fall heavily upon
four slements of the profille; i.e., large family, crowded
quarters, congested nelghborhood, low income, underaverage
intelligence, backward in school and truant often, and
suffering from emotional dlsturbances, However, it must
be kept in mind that the 1lntelligence of the boys studied
by the writer was arrived at by tests, and these tests
may not be too rellable because of the emotlonal factors
in the personality of these boys.

Only one case revealed a known physical defect
(epilepsy) and accurate data as the age that the delinquent
careers began could not be clearly determined in studying

the records,
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The cases as applied to the Gluecks' prediction table,
constructed from the soclal backgrounds, showed that most
P of the boys were re jected by one or both parents. Data
from psychiatric findings and Rorschach Tests were not
i obtainable from the records because they did not contain
this kind of iInformation.
{ With regard to casework the writer cannot make any ﬁ

attempt to evaluate 1ts quality as revealed in the cases,

Such an evaluation would be extremely difflcult because of d

the limitstions in recording and the fact that many

i workers and students were involved in most of the cases,

| The writer will attempt to answer the general
questions, listed 1n Chaptsr I,

it 1). Were the delinquent careers of these boys deeply ‘

i rooted in thelr past of parental rejection and deprivation? 5

| Certainly there can be no doubt that their delinquent

careers were deeply rooted in thelr past of parental

f rejection and deprivation, In all the cases studied, the

element of parental rejection was prssent, From the time

of early childhood, the se boys were emotionally disturbed

and their subsequent delingquent acts seemed to represent

an acting out of uncontroliable impulses, As a con- &

sequence of their rejection, there was little identi- |

fication with either parent and little development of a H

normal superego.
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2). What indications in the personalities of the
boys could have been utilized toward the possibility of
preventing delinquency?

The writer believes that the treatment plan for the se
boys should utilize the findings of the Gluecks!,
especlally 1in regard to their prediction tables, While
the boys were at the Center or in a foster home, their
behavior symptoms could have been carefully noted, and
if these symptoms apmared to be of a pre-delinquent
nature, as they usually did, increased psychiatric
consultation and Rorschach tests could have been administer-
ed., Prediction tables could have been constructed from
this data along with the prediction table constructed
from social backgrourd, and consequently, the agency
would have some Indication of the probabillity of later
delinquency.

The facilitles for obtalning the necessary data al-
ready exist at the agency and greater selectivity could
be used to insure the best utillzation of the psychiatric
and psychologlcal units,

3)e What indications in the home situations of the
boys could have been utilized toward the possibllity of
preventing delinquency?

In this area, the Gluecks' predictlion table construct-

ed from socisl background, would be of great value in




determining the probability of delinquency. For example,
it would be well within the caseworker's area of activity
to ascertain the relationships of the boys with their
parents. With this infomation a prediction teble from
sociai background could be constructed, and this in con-
junction with the prediction tables constructed from
psychlatric data and Rorshach tests, could be utilized

to predict the later delinquency of the boys. The wvalus
of all three tables used together as a predictive
instrument would be enormous,

For example, if the prediction tables had been applied
to the cases used by the writer, 1t would have been
possible to distingulsh those boys who could be helped
from those it would be more difficult to help, Let us
suppose that one of the boys had a high chance of
potential delingquency as determmined by the factors of his
soclal background, but a low chance as derived from the
factors of his basic character structure (Rorshach) or
his personallty make-up (psychiatric), this would
indicate that the chances of early preventive treatment
would be excellent if casework were directed toward
improving the family interrelation; i.e., working with
the parents and their attitudes and feeling toward the

boy.
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However, if the opposite were true; namely, that the
boy's chances of delinquency were low 1n accordance with
the soclal prediction table, but high in accordance with
either or both the Rorshach and psychiatric prediction
tables, this would Indicate a very disturbed boy, the
preventlon of whose delinquent career might be extremely
difficult and involve basic reorganization of his
character structure and tempsramental constitution.

4). Was the adjustment of the boys in the institution
or foster home prognostic of a later delinquent career?

In itself, thelr adjustment, although genersally poor,
could not be casldered necessarily prognostic of a later
delinquent career, However, the writer belleves that if
prediction tables had been constructed at this time fron
the aforementioned data, these tables would have
constituted a predictive instrument for use in the total
treatment plan.

In conclusion, the writer can do nothing more than
urge the agency's use of the Giuecks' prediction tables
as an instrument in determining a boy's chance of eventual
delinquency., It would seem tat the agency would not be
working blindly, would be utilizing psychlatric and
psychologlical help more selectively and more meaningfully,
and equally important, 1t would give the caseworker

ge
direction in his own area of activity. frrr ?d' »
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SCHEDULE

Namne, Age, Religion, I1.Q.

Commitment, kind and date.

Kind of home and neighborhood.

Personality of parents.

Relationship with siblings.

Length of time in Childrent's Center or foster home,
Adjustment previous to commltment and admittance to
Children's Center, :
a. Family
b. Health 3
¢c. Personality behavior

d. Education

Adjustment at Children's Center and/or foster home.

a, Family

b. Group Behavior

¢, Personallty

d. Health

e. Education

f. Recreation

g. Relatlonshlp wilth institutvlonal staff, casework :
staff, foster parents. i

Adjustment in own home after lcaving Children's
Center or foster hone,

a, Family

b. Health

c. Education g
d. Relationship with Caseworker {
Precipitating factors 1in being sent to the Rhode Island
Training School for Boys after being in own home, !

a, Relationshlp of these factors that caused ﬁ
commitment to Child Welfare Services. i




