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Medical students meet their future on Match Day 

0 nMarch 17, 137BUSM 
students came one step closer 
to fulfilling their dreams of 

becoming doctors. 
Each year on Match Day - the third 

Thursday of March - graduating medical 
students across the country learn which 
residency programs they will be attending 
and where they will spend the next few 
years of their medical careers. 

Precisely at noon, BUSM students 
ripped into envelopes containing their 
much-anticipated matches, as family mem­
bers, friends, faculty and staff packed the 
student lounge in the Instructional 
Building to share in the excitement. 

The class of 2005 spent the last year 
interviewing for residency spots at medical 
centers across the United States, then 
ranked their top program and location 
choices. The rankings were then forwarded 
to the National Resident Matching 

Program, which matched the students to 
the highest ranked residency program on 
his or her list. 

"Each year, the anticipation and fun of 
Match Day is a joy to be a part of," said 
Phyllis Carr, MD, associate dean of Student 
Affairs at BUSM. "All the faculty and staff 
are very proud to witness the accomplish­
ments of our students and share in their 

" success. 
Of the 137 students participating in 

this year's Match Day, 20 will stay 
on to practice in BUSM-affiliated 
programs, 21 percent of the stu­
dents overall chose internal medi­
cine as their specialty, 9 percent 
chose pediatrics, and 6 percent chose 
to work in emergency medicine. 

"We wish the class of 2005 the 
very best as they move forward in 
their careers," said Carr. 

continued on page 5 

Above: Fourth-year BUSM student 
Sendasaperumal Send/Js, joined by 
classmates (from left) Jonathan 
Shapiro, James Padussis and 
Carolyn Dahlen, proudly displays 
his match letter. 

An excited Irene Vergilis (left) shares 
Alla Zaytseva's dramatic moment. 

A SHOW OF SUPPORT BMC awarded $3.5 million 
for HIV/AIDS services 

dents dressed 
in red to fonn 
a giant ribbon 

on Talbot Green to 
show support for AIDS 
Awareness ~ek held 
Feb. 28 to March 4. 
BUSM's chapters of the 
American Medical 
Student Association 
and Physicians for 
Human Rights organ­
ized the effort, which 
took place during 
lunchtime on March 1. 
(See also page 2). 
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B MC's Center for HIV/AIDS 
Care and Research was 
recently awarded two grants 

totaling more than $3.5 million from 
the Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health for the development of 
a new HIV/AIDS care program and 
the expansion of existing HIV treat­
ment services. 

A $980,000 grant over five years 
will help the center implement a 
Home-Based Medical Care Services 
program, which will enable a nurse 
and other medical staff to visit and 
administer HIV/AIDS care to 
patients with special needs. The 
nurse and home-aid staff will educate 
and inform patients on how to man­
age their illness, make referrals and 
take patients to services, as well as 
help patients meet basic needs, such 
as food, housing, clothing and 
employment. 

"With this award, BMC will be 
able to provide medical care that is 

not available through other means, in 
the home setting to HIV patients," 
said Paul Skolnik, MD, chief of the 
Section oflnfectious Diseases at 
BMC and director of the Center for 
HIV/AIDS Care and Research. 

The second grant, totaling $2.6 
million over five years, will help the 
center sustain and expand essential 
HIV/AIDS services, including a 
pharmacist-based adherence program 
and other case-management services. 

"Both grants will enable the cen­
ter to build on the long established 
and successful expertise of BMC 
medical, social and mental health 
providers who have been involved in 
HIV care since the early days of the 
epidemic," said Skolnik, professor of 
medicine at BUSM. "Our goal is to 

provide services ensuring that all 
BMC patients living with HIV/AIDS 
receive the best treatments possible, 
and that they receive support to stay 
engaged in their own medical care." 



Refugee center receives 
$225,000 for 
comprehensive care 

T he Boston Center for Refugee Health and Human 
Rights at BMC recently received a $225,000 award 
from the Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts 

Foundation. 
BMC was one of 46 organizations to receive grant 

awards, and this award is one of the largest and first 
multiple-year gifts made by the foundation to date. 

The three-year grant will support case-management 
services for uninsured asylees, asylum seekers and refugee 
patients served by the center. Through a comprehensive 
case-management system, these uninsured patients will be 
linked with coordinated medical, dental, mental health, 
vocational rehabilitation and social services throughout 
BUMC. 

A full-time social worker will be hired to assess biopsy-

"Our center is a critical 
point of entry into the 
health care safety net 

system far these vulnerable 
populations. " 

chosocial needs of this popu­
lation, develop a service plan, 
facilitate access to social 
service benefits, and advocate 
on behalf of patients who 
may be unable to do so 
themselves. 

"Our center is a critical 
- Lin Piwowarczyk, MD, MPH point of entry into the health 

care safety net system for 
these vulnerable popula­

tions," said Lin Piwowarczyk, MD, MPH, the center's co­
director and assistant professor of psychiatry at BUSM. 
"This project will provide the broad range of health care 
support that our center's clients need but might otherwise 
have difficulty accessing, as they go through the process of 
recovery from torture and refugee trauma." 

Kaneb gift helps HIV-positive refugees 

Uninsured asylum seekers and refugees who are HIV-posi­
tive will also benefit from a $60,000 grant recently awarded 
to BMC's Center for HIV/AIDS Care and Research. 

The grant, awarded by local philanthropists Albert and 
Diane Kaneb, will enable the center to provide specialized 
case-management services for HIV-positive refugees, asylees 
and asylum seekers, some of whom also receive services at 
BMC's Boston Center for Refugee Health and Human 
Rights. 

"We are committed to elevating the health status of 
vulnerable populations," said Diane Kaneb, "and BMC's 
comprehensive HIV-case-management services for these 
individuals achieves chis critical goal." 

"The medical treatments that we now have for 
HIV/ AIDS are only effective if the psychosocial needs of 
patients are dealt with first, since obtaining medications and 
adhering to the regimens are crucial for success," said Paul 
Skolnik, MD, director of the Center for HIV/AIDS Care 
and Research and chief oflnfectious Diseases at BMC. "The 
generosity of the Kanebs is therefore central to helping these 
patients to live productive, healthy lives, and we are grateful 
for their support." 
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Skolnik to head Infectious Diseases 

P 
au! Skolnik, MD, professor of medicine at 
BUSM and director of the Center for 
HIV/AI DS Care and Research at BMC, has 

been named chief of the Section of Infectious Diseases 
at BMC. 

"Dr. Skolnik is an exemplary clinician, investiga­
tor and teacher, and has demonstrated the leadership 
skills to move the section to an exciting future," said 
Joseph Loscalzo, MD, PhD, Wade Professor and 
Chairman of the Division of Medicine at BUSM and 
physician-in-chief at BMC. 

Before coming to BUMC in 2001, Skolnik 
worked for 13 years as director of the HIV/AIDS pro-

Paul Skolnik, MD gran1 in the Division of Geographic Medicine and 
Infectious Diseases at New England Medical Center 

and the Immunovirology Laboratory for the Lifespan-Tufts-Brown Center for AIDS 
Research grant. He was also associate professor of medicine at Tufts University School of 
Medicine and associate program director of the New England Medical Center's General 
Clinical Research Center. 

Skolnik received his medical degree from the University of Pennsylvania School of 
Medicine in Philadelphia. He completed both his internship and residency at the Hospital 
of the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine and his clinical and research fellow­
ship in infectious diseases at Massachusetts General Hospital. 

Skolnik's current basic research interests include cytokine and chemokine control of 
HIV-1 replication, and innate immune responses during HIV infection, especially in the 
lung. His studies use patient-derived samples whenever possible to mirror most closely the 
in vivo situation. 

"We welcome Dr. Skolnik in his new role and look forward with enthusiasm to his 
leading the Section of Infectious Diseases through an era of growth and success," said 
Loscalzo. 

Squares of remembrance 

Second -year BUSM students Alison Sullivan (left), Bunml Bakare and Mura Asslfl , enjoy a chat 

during the one-day display of three AIDS quilts In the Hiebert Lounge on Feb. 28. The entire quilt 

contains 5,683 blocks - each one 12 ft. by 12 ft. Three quilted blocks were on exhibit at 

BUSM, marking the first time the quilt has been brought to the medical school from the Names 

Project Foundation. The display was one of several events that BUSM students organized for 

AIDS Awareness Week. "These events help put a face to the numbers of people affected by HIV 

and reduce myth that only certain types of people get affected," said Bakare. 

New master's program in genetic counseling begins this foll 

I n response to an increasing 
demand for genetic expertise in a 
variety of medical specialties, 

BUSM is offering a new master's pro­
gram in genetic counseling through 
the Division of Graduate Medical 
Sciences and the Center for Human 
Genetics. 

Beginning this fall , the Master of 
Science Degree Program in Genetic 
Counseling will instruct graduate stu­
dents in the core concepts of human 
genetics and counseling. Educational 
experiences will include 5 5 credit 
hours of course work, clinical train­
ing, research project preparation and 
supplementary activities, such as case 

conferences, grand rounds, journal 
clubs and seminars. 

Jeff Milunsky, MD, associate pro­
fessor of pediatrics, genetics and 
genomics, and director of Clinical 
Genetics at BUSM, has been named 
medical director of the new degree 
program. "This is a tremendous 
opportunity to train students who 
will play an integral role in the future 
of medical care," said Milunsky. 
"We are committed to creating future 
leaders in genetic counseling." 

The program is the first of its 
kind to be located within an academ­
ic medical center in New England, 
according to MaryAnn Whalen, MS, 

SPH alcohol research 
center is making its mark 

I n just one year after its establishment, SPH's Center to Prevent 
Alcohol-Related Problems Among Young People is making signifi­
cant contributions to the community, and has begun its second 

year by entering a new phase of research. 
Created with a $10 million grant from the National Institute on 

Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, the center has helped SPH expand and 
enhance its alcohol-related research by fostering collaborative projects 
and activities among researchers at SPH, BUSM and BMC. 

According to David Rosenbloom, PhD, director of the center and 
professor of social and behavioral sciences at SPH, all of the center's 
planned research projects are underway, including the development of a 
Web-based alcohol screening and intervention program. 

"Fifty-percent of BU freshmen participated in the online screening 
survey," said Rosenbloom. "Of those students, we found that 30 percent 
have hazardous drinking behavior. The survey has helped us determine 
that a Web-based, brief intervention may be an effective way to reach 
out to college students." 

SPH researchers are also in the process of investigating the 
aftereffects of binge drinking on college students' academic and 
neurobehavioral performance. 

"Part of our research will focus on how alcohol can affect sleep, 
which in turn may impair students' cognitive and physical capabilities," 
said Jonathan Howland, PhD, MPH, MPA, principal investigator, and 

professor and chairman of the 

''Research shows that 
adolescent drinking is 

the single largest threat to 
the health and safety of 

adolescence. " 

- David Rosenbwom, PhD 

Department of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences at SPH. 

Other projects underway include 
exploring why people who begin drinking 
at younger ages are more likely to experi­
ence a variety of alcohol-related health 
problems as adults, and evaluating the 
effectiveness of brief alcohol counseling 
for young patients presenting at hospital 
emergency departments. 

The center also facilitates the development of campus/community 
partnerships in Massachusetts to identify and implement programs that 
could reduce college alcohol-related problems. 

"Research shows that adolescent drinking is the single largest threat 
to the health and safety of adolescence," said Rosenbloom. "This center 
is extremely valuable to BU and the community." 

CGC, program director and genetic 
counselor at the Center for Human 
Genetics at BUMC. 

During the past 10 years, the 
number of genetic counselors work­
ing in New England has doubled, 
said Whalen, assistant professor of 
pediatrics at BUSM. In addition to 
the traditional clinical settings of pre­
natal, pediatric, adult and cancer 
genetics, many genetic counselors are 
entering the field through clinical lab­
oratories, research and industry. 

Statistics suggest that the number 
of students graduating with a degree 
in genetic counseling is less than the 
number of genetic counseling posi-

tions available in the workforce. 
Additionally, added Whalen, more 
than 90 percent of graduates from 
genetic counseling programs have 
secured positions within three 
months of graduation. 

"This new graduate program will 
enable Boston University to help fill a 
nationwide gap in the provision of 
genetic counseling services," said Carl 
Franzblau, PhD, associate dean, 
Division of Graduate Medical 
Sciences at BUSM. "We are extremely 
pleased to offer it on the medical 
campus." 

For more information, visit 
http://www. bumc. bu. edulhg. 

Pediatrician honored for 
humanism in medicine 

C hi-Cheng Huang, MD, medical director 
of Pediatric Inpatient Service at BMC 
and clinical instructor of pediatrics at 

BUSM, was nominated for the 2004 Humanism 
in Medicine Award, presented by the Association 
of American Medical Colleges (AAMC). 

The annual award, supported by me Pfizer 
Medical Humanities Initiative, honors medical 
school faculty who exemplify humanism in med­
icine and exhibit the finest qualities in a teacher 
of healing. Nominees are selected by the AAMC 

Chi-Cheng Huang, MD Organization of Student Representatives based 
on five defining characteristics: positive mentor­

ing skills, compassion and sensitivity, collaboration, community service and 
observance of professional ethics. For this year's award, nominees were submit­
ted from 65 medical schools. 

Huang, who came to BUMC in 2002, has spent the past 15 years advocat­
ing for marginalized and impoverished children in developing countries. For 
the past eight years, he has worked with the street children in La Paz, Bolivia, 
and has helped create two homes for abandoned children. He and his team 
in Bolivia have made more than 6,000 visits on the streets. He is also the 
founder and executive director of the Bolivian Street Children Project 
(http://www.bolivianstreetchildren.org}. 

Fourth-year BUSM student Christopher Dodd wrote in support of Huang 
for the nomination. "Until I began to develop a relationship with Chi, my 
understanding of a physician's life was quite conventional," he said. "His ener­
gy and focus are infectious, and one can't help but be inspired through their 
interactions with him. I consider it to be an absolute privilege to know Dr. 
Chi-Cheng Huang, and it is my goal to practice medicine in Chi-fashion." 

"To be singled out by students as an encouraging, compassionate role 
model and physician is a great honor," said John McCahan, MD, BUSM 
dean ad interim. "This nomination is a tribute to Dr. Huang's commitment to 
underprivileged children, as well as his dedication to training and mentoring 
our next generation of physicians." 

"Providing exceptional care without exception is a theme that I humbly 
attempt to follow each day," said Huang. "With the knowledge that there are 
so many unsung heroes at BUMC, I hope that this nomination can encourage 
all of us to continue to advocate for the children and families of Boston and 
abroad." 
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Research IN BRIEF 

Safety belt law should apply to Boston 
cabdrivers 
Ninety-three percent of Boston taxicab drivers do not 
wear seat belts, putting chem at risk of serious injury, 
according to a recent BUMC study. 

Led by William Fernandez, MD, MPH, attending 
physician, Emergency Medicine at BMC, the study 
urges that the Massachusetts seat belt law be changed 
to eliminate the exemption for taxicab drivers. 

"It just doesn't make sense to exempt cabdrivers 
from safety belt laws," said Fernandez, assistant profes­
sor of emergency medicine at BUSM. "Their occupa­
tion obviously puts them at higher potential risk of 
injuries from a motor vehicle collision." 

Of the 250 Boston taxicab drivers observed dur­
ing four days in June 2004, only 17 were wearing their 
seat belts, according to the survey. At the time of the 
study, 49 states had safety belt legislation and taxicab 
drivers in 12 states were exempt from these laws. 

Union lobbyists have successfully argued that 
drivers of taxicabs, buses and emergency vehicles 
should be exempt from safety belt laws because they 
frequently enter and exit a vehicle. However, noted the 
researchers, reports from national safety experts have 
shown that safety belts save lives and reduce health 
care costs. 

"In states with strict primary safety belt laws that 
do not exempt taxicab drivers, it appears they are even 
more compliant than the general public," said 
Fernandez. "But if not mandated, very few taxicab 
drivers will use them." 

The study was published on March 4, 2005, as an 
early online release by the Annals of Emergency 
Medicine. 

Public ly fu nded research seldom 
compensates subjects who become injured 
In a recent study, BUSM researchers found that most 
American medical schools fail to protect subjects from 
the financial burden of research-related injury in feder­
ally funded studies. 

According to the researchers, no national policy 
currently exists to compensate subjects for research­
related injuries. To fill this void, each institution has 
developed its own policy for managing these types of 
injuries. 

In their study of 113 American medical schools, 
the researchers found that no school offered to provide 
financial compensation for research-related injury. The 
authors were also concerned that research subjects 
might not be appropriately informed about the lack of 
compensation, noting that the informed-consent lan­
guage regarding research-related injury and compensa­
tion was generally at a reading capacity of a high 
school graduate, while other texts were at a lower read­
ing level and easier to read. 

Additionally, the researchers found medical 
schools generally ensure compensation for injuries 
when they host a study paid for by industrial sponsors. 
However, when they host research paid by the NIH, 
most do not maintain this standard. 

"Research institutions should help shoulder the 
burden of risk for subjects in NIH-sponsored research 
by providing at least the cost of medical care and reha­
bilitation if a subject is injured, regardless of fault, 
until federal protection is initiated," said lead author 
Michael Paasche-Orlow, MD, MPH, assistant profes­
sor of medicine at BUSM and general internist at 
BMC. 

The study appeared in the February 2005, issue 
of the American Journal of Medicine. 
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Chillin' at the Kick Back 
Miho Yoshida (left), violist 
and a second-year student in 
the Division of Graduate 
Medical Sciences, and first­
year BUSM student Whitney 
Homer entertain the crowd at 
this year's Kick Back Kafe. 
The open-mike variety show 
featured student poetry read-
ings and performance of classi­
cal country and contemporary 
pop music, with works from 
Bach to Beyonce, as well as 
compositiom by several stu­
dents. Held in the Hiebert 
Lounge, the event was organ­
ized by BUSM's Creative Arts 
Society. 

Ethics Committee develops i\leb site 

B Me's Ethics Committee has created a page 
on the intranet to expand its avenues for 
hospital staff to initi ate ethics consultations. 

The Ethics Committee maintains a consulta­
tion service co assist in the resolution of ethical 
dilemmas hospital staff may encounter in the 
delivery of patient care. The service consists of 
individuals from the departments of Surgery, 
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, 
Psychiatry, Pastoral Care, Geriatrics, Cardiology, 
Nursing, Critical Care, Oncology, Patient Advocacy 
and Health Law. Some members of the committee 
are clinicians, while ochers are lay people wi th mul­
tidisciplinary expertise. The committee is chaired 
by Kenneth Grundfasc, MD, chairman of 
Ocolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery at BUM C. 

"The committee wanted to make it easier for 
staff to initiate an ethics consult," said Sheryl 

On the media 

Katzanek, director of the Patient Advocacy Program 
at BMC and staff administrator to the Ethics 
Committee. "We hope that members of the BMC 
community will feel comfortable asking for assis­
tance when they encounter an ethical dilemma in 
the delivery of care." 

The committee is also available to meet with 
patients, family members and staff to provide both 
guidance and a forum for the discussion of ethical 
issues that arise in the BMC community. 

The Ethics Committee makes every attempt to 
respond to requests within 24-48 hours, added 
Katzanek. 

To initiate an ethics consult, visit 
http://www. internal bmc. orglethicsl index.asp and 
complete the fields listed. Requests may also be 
made by contacting BM C's Patient Advocacy 
Program at (617) 414-4970. 

Maryann Amodeo, PhD, MSW, an 
associate professor at BU's School of 
Social Work (left), amwers a question 
during a recent panel discussion titled 
Getting the Results You "Want: 
Communicating with the Media. The 
event, sponsored by SPH and held in 
the Keefer Auditorium, featured pan­
elists (from left) Irene Sege, The Boston 
Globe; Edward Bernstein, MD, profes­
sor of emergency medicine, BUSM; 
Richard Knox, National Public Radio; 
William Dejong, PhD, professor of 
social and behavioral sciences, SPH; 
and Alexandra Marks, The Christian 
Science Monitor. 

N I NTH ANNUAL BMC GALA 
Saturday, June 11 

Seaport World Trade Center, Boston 

Presenting sponsors 
The Boston Red Sox Liberty Mucual 
The TJX Companies Inc. Ocean State Job Lot 

STUDENTS ME ET THEIR FUT URE ON MATCH DAY 
continued from page 1 

Flanked by TV cameras, Jennifer Rothschild and Arthur fey 
rejoice after learning they were both matched at the 
University of Rochester. 

Benjamin Quartey (left) and Nicholas Yu show off their match 
letters from the University of Florida Health Science Center 
and the University of New York at Buffalo Medical School, 
respectively. Both will pursue general surgery. 

Lily Talakoub uses her cell phone to share the news of her match at the 
University of California at San Francisco. 

Left: Neda Laiteerapong takes advantage of the unusually warm March day to 
tell family and friends of her match at the University of Chicago. 

Encouraged by classmate Graham Snydn. 
Nafis Shafizadeh pulls the envelope containing his 
match results out of his mailbox. 

Left: Yael Hoffinan Sage celebrates her succmful match 
at BMC with her husband, Jesse. 

BMC launches new employee programs 

B Me's Education and Career 
Development Institute is 
offering new resources to 

employees who are interested in pur­
suing college and graduate degrees or 
professional certifications. 

BMC will offer college credit 
courses on-site at the medical 
campus through a partnership with 
Northeastern University, Cambridge 
College and Roxbury Community 
College. The program offers a med­
ical interpreter certificate, an under-

graduate health management certifi­
cate and a master's degree in health 
care management. 

The next cycle of classes begins in 
early June and classes will be offered 
at the end of the regular workday at 
the medical campus, at a reduced 
cost. All courses in these programs 
will be offered for college- or gradu­
ate-degree credit. 

In addition, BMC also launched 
its President's Scholar hip Fund, 
which will provide scholarship grants 

of up to $2,500 to 10 employee in 
the fund's fi rst year of operation. 
These grants may be applied to 
tuition payments at the beginning of 
a course cycle or used toward ocher 
expenses, such as books and child­
care. T he grants are awarded to help 
employees access programs based at a 
college or university campus, or at an 
accredited professional school. 

"We're delighted to offer these 
two important programs to support 
our employees in building their 

careers and confidence about their 
long-term futures here at BMC," said 
Pat Webb, vice president of Human 
Resources at BMC. 

Scholarship applications will be 
available by May 1. Awards will be 
made in the summer for enrollment 
in fall 2005 or winter 2006 school 
programs. 

For more infonnation, call 
(617) 414-5487 or send an e-mail 
to franchesca.carrington@bmc.org. 
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Senior VP's legacy goes 
beyond bricks and mortar 

Richard Towle, senior vice president at BU, recently announced 
his resignation effective July l, 2005. 

During the past 25 years, Towle has served the University 
in a variety of administrative positions and been widely praised for his 
leadership in planning new facilities on both the Charles River and 
medical campuses. 

Since 1993, Towle has led numerous major construction and 
renovation projects at BUMC, including the Center for Advanced 
Biomedical Research at BioSquare, the Housman Center for Medical 
Research, Talbot Building renovations, the Dermatology Research 
Facility, Evans Biomedical Research Center, BioSquare garage and the 
continuing development of the BioSquare research park. Additionally, 
Towle has played a leading role in the establishment of the national 
biocontainment lab at BUMC. 

"Dick has contributed in so many different ways and in so many 
different roles," said BU President ad interim Aram Chobanian, MD. 
"I am much indebted to him for his valuable assistance while I was at 
the medical campus. We will all miss him greatly." 

A Cape Verdean thank you 
john Chessare, MD (left), 
chief medical officer and 
senior vice president for 
Medical Affairs at BMC, 
greets Aristides Raimundo 
Lima, president of the 
National Assembly of Cape 
\lerde. Lima visited BMC 
to thank hospital staff and 
administrators for provid­
ing care to the large popula­
tion of Cape Verdeam 
living in the Boston area. 
Last year, BMC interpreters 
assisted in more than 
14,000 interactions with 
patients and family mem­
bers who speak Portugese 
Creole, the language of 
Cape Verde. 

Hospital to offer free head 
and neck cancer screenings 

A s part of National Head and 
Neck Cancer Awareness 
Week, BMC will offer free 

head and neck cancer screenings 
throughout the day on Friday, April 
15, in the Newton Pavilion lobby. 

While the incidence of lung can­
cer cases are down nationally, the 
number of new cancers in the head 
and neck appears to be increasing, 
according to Gregory Grillone, MD, 
associate professor and vice chairman 
of the Department of Otolaryngology 
- Head and Neck Surgery at BUSM. 
More than 55,000 Americans will 
develop cancer of the head and neck 
this year; nearly 13,000 of them will 
die from the disease. 

Tobacco (including the smokeless 
variety) and alcohol use are the most 
important risk factors for head and 
neck cancers, said Grillone, surgeon in 
the Department of Otolaryngology­
Head and Neck Surgery at BMC. 
Eighry-five percent of these cancers 

are linked to tobacco use. People who 
use both tobacco and alcohol have a 
15-times greater risk for developing 
these cancers than people who use 
only one or the other. 

Some of the symptoms that are 
common in head and neck cancer 
include a lump or sore that does not 
heal, a sore throat that does not go 
away, difficulty swallowing and a 
change or hoarseness in the voice. The 
free screenings are part of an effort to 
increase awareness of this cancer, 
which is not commonly known, 
added Grillone. 

"Occasionally, even people with­
out risk factors get this cancer," said 
Grillone. "The good news is that can­
cers of the head and neck are curable 
if caught early, and that's why screen­
ing, education and early detection are 
crucial. Knowing and recognizing the 
signs of this cancer can save your life." 

For more information, call 
(617) 638-8124. 

Students promote oral health 

M embers of the BU Vietnamese Student Dental Association recently 
celebrated the Vietnamese New Year by promoting good oral health 
and hygiene at a recent festival held at the Bayside Exposition 

Center. 
The dental students set up a booth with information on brushing tech­

niques, dental insurance and services provided by SOM. Festival goers received 
free oral screenings and general recommendations on their oral health, as well as 
toothbrushes and toothpaste from the students. 

Accompanied by Franson Tom, DMD, assistant clinical professor of general 
dentistry at SDM, the participating students were Anh Phi Nguyen '07, Nhi 
Lam '06, Tin Le '07, Thanh Hong '07, Emilie Vu '05, and Tuan Le '06. 

BUMC creates Department of Public Safety 

B 
UM C's Department of Security has 
changed its name to the Department of 
Public Safety, reflecting the growing servic­

es it provides beyond security responses. 
The change also acknowledges the depart­

ment's recent certification as a Criminal Justice 
Agency by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
which means it will now be recognized as a public 
safety entity by external law enforcement agencies, 
according to Connie Packard, director of Public 
afety, Control Center and Parking Services at 

BUMC. The roles and responsibilities of the cur­
rent staff will remain the same. However, the 
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department's licensed special police officers, investi­
gators and managers will have the ability to receive 
pertinent criminal justice information in a more 
timely fashion. 

The mission of the Department of Public 
Safety also remains the same: To provide a safe and 
secure environment for employees, patients, staff, 
students and visitors, while minimizing the oppor­
tunity for loss of personal and institutional assets. 

"Our goal has always been to be proactive and 
not only reactive to incidents in and around the 
medical center," said Packard, who expects the 
department's expanded role will help it continue to 

achieve its goals and support the growing medical 
center. "For example, we are currently standardiz­
ing our approach to ongoing risks, threats and vul­
nerability assessments to help us proactively plan 
for the changes and growth on campus. 

"We have been recognized as an outstanding 
department by our peers," added Packard, "and we 
are proud of the professionalism and dedication 
displayed by our employees." 

The telephone number for the department 
remains the same: ( 617) 414-4444. 

April 

13 Public Health Forum 

SPH's Department of Maternal and Child 

Health will sponsor this month's Public Health Forum, 
which will feature Jennifer Culhane, PhD, MPH, asso­

ciate professor of epidemiology and biostatistics at the 
Drexel School of Public Health. Culhane's talk is titled 

"The Alarming Rise in Pre-term Births in America: 

New Biologic and Neighborhood Explanations and 

Interventions." The forum will take place Wednesday, 

April 13, from noon to 1 p.m. i n Room L-110 of the 

Instructional Building. For more information, call 
(617) 638-5375. 

19/20 Art Days 

BUSM's 15th annual Art Days, a 

program created to foster the growth of the creative arts 
on the medical campus, will take place on Tuesday, 

April 19, and Wednesday, April 20, from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., in the Hiebert Lounge. A reception featuring live 

music will be held on April 19 at 3:30 p.m. BUMC 
students, faculty and staff wishing to submit original 

artwork of any medium should send an e-mail to 
tornheim@bu.edu or call (617) 638-8296. 

2 2 Russek Student Achievement Day 

The 11th annual Henry I. Russek Student 

Achievement Day celebrating the research accomplish­

ments of graduate students in BUSM's Division of 

Graduate Medical Sciences will be held in the Hiebert 

Lounge on Friday, April 22, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Keynote speaker is Bruce McEwen, PhD, the Alfred E. 

Mirsky Professor and head of the Harold and Margaret 
Milliken Hatch Laboratory ofNeuroendocrinology at 

Rockefeller University. McEwen's presentation is titled 
"What the Gonads Tell the Brain." For more informa­

tion, call (617) 638-5120. 

2 5 Boston Heart Party screenings 

BMC will offer free heart-health screenings as 

part of the Boston Heare Parry, an annual program chat 
provides Greater Boston residents with information 
about cardiovascular disease, the leading cause of death 

among American women and men. Participants will 

learn how to reduce their risk for heart disease while 

receiving a free check of their blood pressure, choles­
terol and blood glucose levels from BMC health care 
professionals from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Monday, April 

25, in the Newton Pavilion lobby and on Monday, May 

2, in the Menino Pavilion lobby. For more information, 

call 1 (800) 841-4325. 

2 8 Volunteer Appreciation Night 

BMC's 15th Annual Volunteer Appreciation 

Night will be held in the Hiebert Lounge on Thursday 

evening, April 28. Volunteers: Building Healthy 

Communities honors recent as well as current volun­
teers for their time and service to BMC. For more 

information, contact BMC's Volunteer Services 
Department at (617) 414-5122. 

~us observances: Passover 

I Passo:er, the Jewish Festival of Freedom, will begin on 
Saturday evening, April 23, and continue through 
Saturday, April 30. 

A video on Passover, produced by Rabbi Paul Levenson, 
BMC's Jewish Chaplain, will be shown on the hospital's 
Pastoral Care Channel 6 at 4 p.m. several times 
throughout the holiday. 

BMC patients may order special Passover foods by call­
ing Mort Cohan in the utrition Department at (617) 
414-4593. Haggadahs will be distributed the first night 
of Passover and Passover foods will be served at meal­
times. For more information, call (617) 638-6850. 

Save the date! 

The Kids Fund Golf Tournament, July 25 
The BUMC community is invited co participate in the 
second annual BMC Golf Tournament to benefit The 
Kids Fund at BMC. The event will take place on 
Monday, July 25, at the Brae Burn Country Club in 
Newton. Various levels of sponsorships are available, 
ranging from $25,000 for a presenting sponsor to 

$5,000 for a hole sponsor and $2,500 for a foursome. 
All sponsorships include one foursome, as well as 
lunch and dinner. For more information, call 
(617) 638-8990. 

Advancing heart health BMC nurses mentor 
young students Richard Shemin, MD (left), chief of 

Cardiothoracic Surgery at BMC and 
chairman of the Department of 
Cardiothoracic Surgery at BUSM, joim 
BUM C's Strieder Visiting Professor of 
Cardiothoracic Surgery, James Cox, 
MD, professor emeritus, Department of 
Surgery at Washington University 
School of Medicine. Coxs lecture, 
recently presented in Keefer Auditorium, 
focused on the evolution of surgical 
treatment for atrial fibrillation. The 
annual professorship is sponsored by 
BUM Cs Department of Cardiothoracic 
Surgery. 

An internationally renowned heart 
surgeon, Cox pioneered the Cox-Maze 
Procedure, a highly successful surgical 
technique used to treat atrial fibrilla­
tion. He recently helped develop a new, 
high-intensity focused ultrasound device 
that Shemin is currently using to treat 
patients with the condition. 

BMC ann ounces WE CARE Award recipients 

BMC honors employees and volunteers who have 
shown exceptional care toward others with WE 
CARE Individual Employee and Volunteer 
Recognition Awards. 

Individual employee WE CARE Recognition 
Awards for March were presented to Audrey 
Bevier , RN, charge nurse, 8 West, Newton 
Pavilion; leasha James , patient access representa­
t ive, Outpatient Registration, Menino Pavilion; 

Randolph NIies , coder, Medical Records, Menino 
Pavilion; and Scott Sheehan , Registered 
Respiratory Therapist, Respiratory Therapy, 
Newton Pavilion at BMC. 

The WE CARE Volunteer Recognit ion Award was 
presented to Quynh-Oanh Dao, a BU student from 
Dorchester, who has given more than 120 hours 
of service to BMC's Child Psychiatry department 
since May 2004. 

S everal BMC nurses recently served as volunteer 
mentors for high school students, who came to 
Boston from throughout the country to learn about 

the nursing and health care professions. 
Roughly 200 high school students visited BMC and 

other area hospitals and nursing schools in mid-February 
to participate in a week of workshops, seminars and on­
site clinical visits sponsored by the National Youth 
Leadership Forum, a nonprofit educational organization. 

On Feb. 18, 10 of the students - all aspiring nurses 
- came to the medical center to shadow nurses who 
practice in various units: BMC's Radiology, Endoscopy, 
Ob/Gyn, Medical-Surgical Intensive Care Units, Pediatrics 
and Surgical Services, as well as BUMC's General Clinical 
Research Center. The remaining days were spent visiting 
schools of nursing and various health care organizations in 
the Boston area. 

Kathleen Davidson, RN, MS, MBA, vice president of 
the Division of Nursing and chief nursing officer at BMC, 
gave the keynote speech at the week's kickoff event held in 
Cambridge. Her address was titled "Nursing as a Career of 
Choice: A Personal tory." Davidson was recently honored 
as New England's Best Nurse Leader by Advance for 
Nursing. 

"It is wonderful to see so many young people interest­
ed in our medical profession," said David on. "It is impor­
tant that we support and encourage them - our future 
health care providers - and we are delighted to do so." 
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People 
Nine BMC nurses volunteered to partici­
pate in Women 's Heart Day, a national 
event held in Boston on Feb. 18 and spon­
sored by the Sister-to-Sister: Everyone 
Has a Heart Foundation. The nurses are 
BIii Corey, RN; Tim Finn, RN; Cindy Baird 
James, MEd; Kathy Law, RN; Jocelyn 
Lundi, RN; Jeanine Midy, RN; Marylee 
Muise, RN; Elizabeth Nolan, RN; Gall 
Spinale, RN; and Amy Tortora, RN. More 
than 600 women had their blood pres­
sure, cholesterol, body-mass index and 
glucose checked at this year's event that 
took place at the Prudential Center and 
the MassPort Fish Exchange. 

Deborah Frank, MD, director of Growth 
and Development at BMC and professor of 
pediatrics at BUSM, recently testified 
before the U.S. Senate House Ways and 
Means Subcommittee on Human 
Resources that new welfare work require­
ments would put more children at risk of 
going hungry or not receiving adequate 
nutrition. Copies of Frank's testimony are 
available at http://www.c-snap.org. 

Robert Horsburgh, MD, professor and 
chairman of the Department of 
Epidemiology at SPH, has been named 
director of the Partners in Health and 
Housing Prevention Research Center at 
SPH. Horsburgh has been the center's 
director of Research and Evaluation for 
the past three years and previously 
worked with the Centers for Disease 
Control. He will continue to act as SPH 's 
chair of Epidemiology. 

H. Patricia Hynes, MS, professor of envi­
ronmental health at SPH, served as an 
expert respondent at a hearing on racism 
and health, held at the Statehouse on 
Feb. 1. The hearing was one of a series 
being held by the Massachusetts 
Legislative Commission to Eliminate 
Racial and Ethnic Health Care Disparities. 

Sadru Kaban l, DMD, director of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Pathology at SDM, and 
Vicki Noonan, DMD, assistant professor 
of oral pathology at SDM, have authored 
an article recently published in 
Otolaryngologic Clinics of North America. 

The article was titled "Diagnosis and 
Management of Suspicious Lesions of the 
Oral Cavity. " 

Daniel Levy, MD, director of the 
Framingham Heart Study and professor 
of medicine at BUSM, has co-authored 
A Change of Heart: How the People 
of Framingham, Massachusetts, 
Helped Unravel the Mysteries of 
Cardiovascular Disease. In the book, 
published by Alfred A. Knopf, Levy 
chronicles the events leading up to the 
Framingham Heart Study and how it revo­
lutionized the field of medicine. Begun 
in 1948, the Framingham Heart Study is 
the first study ever to link bad dietary 
habits and smoking to the cause of heart 
disease. 

Barry Manuel, MD, associate dean and 
professor of surgery at BUSM, is co-editor 
of the recently published Surgical Patient 
Safety: Essential Information for 
Surgeons in Today's Environment. 
Written under the aegis of the American 
College of Surgeons, the book aims to 
provide guidance and leadership in the 
evolving areas of patient safety. 

David McAneny, MD, FACS, a surgical 
oncologist at BMC and associate profes­
sor of surgery at BUSM, was recently 
appointed state chair of the Massachu­
setts Commission on Cancer's Liaison 
Program. While providing state leadership 
for a national network of more than 1,600 
cancer liaison physicians, McAneny will 
work with the American 
Cancer Society, state 
cancer registries and 
departments of health to 
support comprehensive, 
data-driven cancer con­
trol planning throughout 
the state. 

Center Grand Rounds. 
Samet's presentation was 
titled "An Internist 
Encounters Addiction: 
Heroin, Alcohol and HIV 
Infection in a 42-Year-Old 
Man with Abdominal 
Pain." 

New 
Appointments 

Jenny Tardie, RNC, 
MS/MBA, has been named 
nurse manager, Labor and 
Delivery at BMC. She was 
nurse manager in Maternal 
Child Health for the past 
five years at Winchester 
Hospital, and has also 
served as nurse manager 
in Obstetrics at the West 
Boca Medical Center in 
Boca Raton, Fla. 

Gary Gibbons, MD, a 
BMC surgeon and profes­
sor of surgery at BUSM, 
has been appointed act-

Jenny Tardie, RNC Awards and 
Grants 

ing chief of the Section of Vascular 
Surgery at BMC. Gibbons, a member of 
BMC's Foot Care Specialists, has held 
special interest in all aspects of vascular 
surgery, as well as the 
care of diabetic patients. 

Eugene Declercq, PhD, professor of 
maternal and child health at SPH, is the 
recipient of an Investigator Award in 
Health Policy Research from the Robert 

Wood Johnson Foundation 
for research titled "Public 
Interest and Private Policy: 

Daniel Johnson, RN, has 
been appointed nurse 
manager for the Operating 
Room and Post­
Anesthesia Care Unit, 
Newton Pavilion at BMC. 
Johnson comes to the 
medical center with sever­
al years of managerial 
experience at the Lahey 
Clinic and, more recently, 
as nurse manager of the 
ORs at New England 
Medical Center. He is pur-

Daniel Johnson, RN 

The Cesarean Imperative in 
U.S. Maternity Care." The 
three-year award will be 
used to explore the extent 
to which the rapid growth in 
the rate of cesarean sec­
tion deliveries in the United 
States has been shaped by 
financing, professional 
standards, government reg­
ulations, consumer 
demand, and other factors 
presumed to influence 

suing a master's degree in 
health care management at 
Cambridge College. 

health policy. 

Jeffrey Samet, MD, 
MPH, professor of medi­
cine at BUSM, and pro­
fessor of social and 
behavioral sciences at 
SPH, delivered the 
Contemporary Clinical 
Medicine - Great 

Jeffrey Samet, MD, MPH 

All Mirza-Mohammad!, MD, 
was recently named geriatri­
cian at BMC and clinical 
assistant professor of medi­
cine at BUSM. Mirza­
Mohammadi, who received 
his medical degree from the 
Hannover School of 
Medicine in Germany, com­
pleted a fellowship in geri­
atric medicine at the 
University of Maryland 

BMC's Famil y Advocacy Program , a part­
nership between doctors and lawyers that 
provides legal assistance for young 
patients and their families , recently 
received a $40,000 donation for its 
Building Bridges Project from the Boston 
law firm Brown Rudnick Berlack Israels 
LLP. The gift will make it possible for the 
project to partner with two elementary 
schools in Roxbury and Dorchester and 
help young children with serious mental, 
emotional and behavioral problems 
achieve full school participation. Brown 
Rudnick will also provide pro bono 
resources to study and raise awareness of 
the barriers to delivering school-based 
mental health services. Teachers series lecture held Feb. 9 at the 

NIH in Bethesda, Md. The series is a 
monthly component of NIH's Clinical 

School of Medicine this past 
June. He completed internal medicine resi­
dencies at Marshall University and at 
Drexel University College of Medicine. 

BU honors longtime employees for dedicated service News 
BU's annual Service 25 YEAR HONOREES 

Recognition Dinner was 
held on March 16 to honor 

BUMC 
Lennox Canhigh 

employees for their dedicated William Crumble 

service to the University. At Michael Donovan 

this year's event, held at the 
Mark Mullaney 

George Sherman Union on BUSM 

the Charles River Campus, John Bernardo 

102 medical campus employ-
Chava Chapman 
Theslee De Piero 

ees were honored for 10 years Richard Dennis 

of service, 27 were honored Loretta Dyson 

for 25 years of service, and 14 Elizabeth Gallagher 
Ronald Goldstein 

were honored in recognition Anne Hinds 
of their retirement from the Barbara Lauchle 

University. Barry Manuel 
Linda Morris 
Kalidas Nandy 
Arlene O'Neil 
Linda Parlee 

Robert Sokolove 
Adrian Turner 
Donald Weiner 
Valerie Worrell 

SDM 
Elizabeth Bouhmadouche 
Andrew Burke 
Leila Rosenthal 

SPH 
Sarah Dwyer 
M. Reza Setayesh 

RETIREES 

BUMC 
Richard McHugh 

BUSM 
Robert Beazley 
Helen Dennis 
Leonard Gaetano 

Victor Lee 
Linda McNeil 
Joe Ordia 
Babette Radner 
Cynthia Valeri 

SDM 
George Gildea 
Jon Kapala 

SPH 
Daniel Deykin 
Anita King 
Alice McDonald 
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