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Medical students meet their future on Match Day

n March 17, 137 BUSM
students came one step closer
to fulfilling their dreams of

becoming doctors.

Each year on Match Day — the third
Thursday of March — graduating medical
students across the country learn which
residency programs they will be attending
and where they will spend the next few
years of their medical careers.

Precisely at noon, BUSM students
ripped into envelopes containing their
much-anticipated matches, as family mem-
bers, friends, faculty and staff packed the
student lounge in the Instructional
Building to share in the excitement.

The class of 2005 spent the last year
interviewing for residency spots at medical
centers across the United States, then
ranked their top program and location
choices. The rankings were then forwarded
to the National Resident Matching

Program, which matched the students to
the highest ranked residency program on
his or her list.

“Each year, the anticipation and fun of
Match Day is a joy to be a part of,” said
Phyllis Carr, MD, associate dean of Student
Affairs at BUSM. “All the faculty and staff
are very proud to witness the accomplish-
ments of our students and share in their
success.”

Of the 137 students participating in
this year’s Match Day, 20 will stay
on to practice in BUSM-affiliated
programs, 21 percent of the stu-
dents overall chose internal medi-
cine as their specialty, 9 percent
chose pediatrics, and 6 percent chose
to work in emergency medicine.

“We wish the class of 2005 the
very best as they move forward in
their careers,” said Carr.

continued on page 5

Nearly 100
frst- and
second-year
medical stu-
dents dressed
in red to form
a giant ribbon
on Talbot Green to
show support for AIDS
Awareness Week held
Feb. 28 to March 4.
BUSM chapters of the
American Medical
Student Association
and Physicians for
Human Rights organ-
ized the effort, which
took place during
lunchtime on March 1.
(See also page 2).

New grants BUSM offers

help master’s in genetic

refugees counseling
Page 2 Page 3

Above: Fourth-year BUSM student
Sendasaperumal Sendos, joined by
classmates (from left) Jonathan
Shapiro, James Padussis and
Carolyn Dablen, proudly displays
his match letter.

An excited Irene Vergilis (lef?) shares
Alla Zaytseva’s dramatic moment.

A SHOW OFJ SUPPORT BMC awarded $3.5 million

| for HIV/AIDS services

MC’s Center for HIV/AIDS
B Care and Research was

recently awarded two grants
totaling more than $3.5 million from
the Massachusetts Department of
Public Health for the development of
a new HIV/AIDS care program and
the expansion of existing HIV treat-
ment services.

A $980,000 grant over five years
will help the center implement a
Home-Based Medical Care Services
program, which will enable a nurse
and other medical staff to visit and
administer HIV/AIDS care to
patients with special needs. The
nurse and home-aid staff will educate
and inform patients on how to man-
age their illness, make referrals and
take patients to services, as well as
help patients meet basic needs, such
as food, housing, clothing and
employment.

“With this award, BMC will be
able to provide medical care that is

not available through other means, in
the home setting to HIV patients,”
said Paul Skolnik, MD, chief of the
Section of Infectious Diseases at
BMC and director of the Center for
HIV/AIDS Care and Research.

The second grant, totaling $2.6
million over five years, will help the
center sustain and expand essential
HIV/AIDS services, including a
pharmacist-based adherence program
and other case-management services.

“Both grants will enable the cen-
ter to build on the long established
and successful expertise of BMC
medical, social and mental health
providers who have been involved in
HIV care since the early days of the
epidemic,” said Skolnik, professor of
medicine at BUSM. “Our goal is to
provide services ensuring that all
BMC patients living with HIV/AIDS
receive the best treatments possible,
and that they receive support to stay
engaged in their own medical care.”
















