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I. INTRODUCTION

A. APPROACH TO THE FIELD OF THE RELIGIOUS
NATURE OF YOUTH

1. The Place of Rellgion and the Spilritual
in the Whole Educatlonal Process.

We are llving in a world which 1s continually
in the making. "And He that sitteth on the throne,
sald, Behold, I make all things new." The Great Master
of the Unlverse lg ever remaking his world, and he 1s
doing 1t through every rising generation. The hope of
the world 1s 1n the education of the boys and girls.
Bducatlonal activitles, then, should constitute the
largest slingle soclal lnvestment of energy.

The central problem in educatlion 1s the
training of persons in the power of self-direction toward
broad social ideals. The new world order into which we
have already immerged 1s demanding new motives. The
program of educatlon must stimulate all social development
in the directlon of the highest values. The heart of the
problem, then, 1s really spiritual. If 1life is to be
made whole, well-rounded and rich the inner springs
must be made strong. Men must seek the true rather than
the false, the light rather than darkness, love rather than
hate. {1] The youth must be trained to choose the

highest and best in llfe.

(1) Cope, Henry F. - "Education for Democracy."



"For the very continuance of human
existence, and certailnly for its progress, no
other way 1ls possible than that of soclal unity
secured by common devotlon to ideal purposes. Only
the religious will survive in the new world order.

Then the central need in education for democracy
is that of education in the life that is religious." (1)

2. The Need of Psychologlcal Study as a
Bagle for the Religlous Eduecatlion of Youth.

For the present at least, we are assuming
the primacy of the spiritual in all life and we are
granting religious education a significant place in
the whole educatlional process.

The importance of the spiritual, however,
has not been very generally recognized in the past
decades. The stress of sclentific research has
greatly influenced the whole life and education of
our present day. The frultage of sclence has been
appllied to the varlous phases of life. But up until
recent years 1t has been almost excluded from that
part of the educational process which deals with the
very springs, 1ldeals and values of 1life. It has
skillfully been appllied to the ways of making a
living. It has made efflclent artlisans, and workers
in every walk of 1life. It has developed our natural

resources and has greatly lncreased the comforts and

luxuries of life. But 1t has been applied wvery

(1) cope, Henry F. - "Educatlon for Democracy."
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sparingly to the rellgious education of our vouth.

To a large extent, the religlous leaders
and institutions have falled to make use of sclentific
educational methods. As a result of thls neglect the
Church has faliled to develop an efficlient educational
program for 1ltes youth. Hence it has struggled almost
hopelessly, though heroleally, with the materialistic
forces, thelr greed and selflishness and dlsregard for
the spiritual values of llfe.

Those who realize this situation are
looking toward Psychology for the solution of a great
number of their problems. Such leaders believe that
the Church cannot hope to become an efflcient
educational institution until it has thoroughly
introduced sclentific methods. Paychology, they
believe, will contribute to religlon by leading toward
greater wisdom in religlous education. To them "it
has been one of the greatest triumphs of modern times
to bring under investigation by empirical methods the

1)
processes of human consciousness." (

Not only will religious psychology be the
foundation for new methods in religious education,
but it will help to clear up some of the doubts and
misunderstandings which have hovered over religion.
It should also do away with some of the misapplications
of religion and the exploitation of our youth by

ignorant religious enthusiasts. Thus 1t will eclear

(1) Starbuck, E. D. - "The Psychology of Religion." p.3.
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the way and help to provide the means by which

youth comes into the realization and acceptance

of the highest values of life, A thorough
understanding of the psychology of religion should
be of paramount importance to the religlous leader
who 1s seeking to understand and supply the needs of
young life. Thils appllies easpecially to adolescence
with all its complexitles,

Paychology llberally and fearlessly
applied to religion will mean the elevation of the
whole process of religious education. "It will become
likewise commonplace to say that a religious teacher
cannot stand between a hungering soul and its future
gelf, or between men and God, who does not know at
every step something of the laws of splritual
evolution, who does not know at every step something of
where the life 1s, whither 1t is tending, and the means
by which it is to attain its end." (1)

3. The Purpose of Such a Study.

"The psychology of religion has for its work
to carry the well-established methods of science into
the analysls and organizatlon of the facts of the
religious consciousness, and to ascertain the laws
which determine its growth and character...... The
end in view i1s not to classify and define the phenomena
of religion, but to see into laws and processes at

work in the spiritual 1life..... The fundamental

(1) sStarbuck, E. D. - "The Peychology of Religion." p.9.



5.

assumption 1ls that religlon 18 a real fact of human
experience, and develops according to law." (1)

The psychology of religion in general does
not, purpose to classify and define the phenomena of
religion, but 1t seeks to find the laws and processes
at work in spiritual life. Religlous psychology
assumes that law reigns not only in the physical world
but in the spiritual as well. Furthermore, 1t believes
that these laws may be comprehended by human intelllgence.
Those who have been at work in this fleld have en-
deavored to gather together all the possible data
concerning the spiritual forces and interpret it.

Wo psychologlcal study of religion 1is complete
without the conaideration of the Adolescent process and
the underlying principles of religlous growth. Thig
gtudy attempts, then, to glean from the work of leaders
in this field that which applles particularly to
Adolescence, with the practlcal purpose of bringing to
1ight the spiritual forces which the Rellglous leader
must comprehend in order to properly gulde the

development of youth.

B. DIFFICULTY IN MAKING AN EMPIRICAL STUDY

OF RELIGION.
1. The Present Statue of Such Study.

Because of the attitude of religlous

leaders and partly because of the nature of religion,

(1) starbuck, E. D. - "The Psychology of Religion," p.16.





























































































































































































































