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你能做到“活到老，学到老”吗？
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ORACLE BONE
Inscriptions on animal bones and 
tortoise shells from over 3,000 
years ago show the earliest form 
of the character: two hands
holding an arithmetic tool, ፯. 
The bottom of the character 
portrays an adult’s knee, on which 
a child is learning to do math. 
An alternative explanation is 
that the character represents a 
person with his hands full of wood 
learning to build a house. 

SEAL SCRIPT
Though fundamentally the same, 
the character developed a more 
squared-off shape 800 years later. 
The strokes were also polished 
and their proportions readjusted 
to make an aesthetically pleasing 
seal mark. To simplify things 
further, the!ᩬ was later omitted.

Pronunciation: ��A
Strokes: 8
Radical: ბ

Used in the words:
��A�E

ბသ
to learn

��A���

ბ࿚
knowledge

BRONZE SCRIPT
The evolved form of ბ can be 
found on bronze vessels from 
the Zhou Dynasty (1046 B.C.-256 
B.C.), in which ጱ was added 
below, emphasizing that the 
learner is a child. On the right 
lower corner,!ᩬ was sometimes 
also added to represent a stick 
pointer held by a teacher. 


