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B O S T O N U N I V E R S I T Y M E D I C A L C E N T E R 

BOSTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MELMCINE/SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH • THE UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL . BOSTON UNIVERSITY G O L D M A N SCHOOL OF GRADUATE DENTISTRY 

Office of 
Media Relations 
720 Harrison Avenue, Suite 909 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02118-2393 
617 638-8491 r 

Dear Member of the Media, 

Members of Boston U n i v e r s i t y ' s Schools of Medicine (BUSM) and Public 
Health (BUSPH) w i l l present numerous a b s t r a c t s on a v a r i e t y of t o p i c s , 
i n c l u d i n g h e l p i n g c h i l d r e n cope w i t h the l o s s of a loved one, the e f f e c t of 
heating p r i c e s on childhood m a l n u t r i t i o n and the management of teenage acne a t 
the 59th Annual Meeting of the Academy of P e d i a t r i c s . The meeting w i l l be 
held October 5 through 10 i n Boston. 

Here are b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n s of some of the p r e s e n t a t i o n s : 

• " F a i l u r e t o Thrive"—Deborah Frank, M.D., an associate professor of 
p e d i a t r i c s and an a s s i s t a n t professor of p u b l i c h e a l t h a t BUSM and BUSPH, w i l l 
discuss the heat or eat e f f e c t or how r i s i n g h e a t i n g costs have c o n t r i b u t e d t o 
the increase i n m a l n u t r i t i o n among c h i l d r e n . Frank p r e d i c t s t h i s w i n t e r w i l l 
r e s u l t i n an even gr e a t e r amount of m a l n u t r i t i o n cases because of the r i s i n g 
cost of heating o i l and i t s l i m i t e d supply. Frank recommends t h a t f a i l u r e t o 
t h r i v e should be approached as a chronic c o n d i t i o n r e q u i r i n g long-term 
follow-up care under a team of h e a l t h p r o f e s s i o n a l s , not j u s t the p e d i a t r i c i a n . 

• " O t i t i s Media-New Perspectives"—Jerome K l e i n , M.D., a professor of 
p e d i a t r i c s a t BUSM, found t h a t c h i l d r e n a t g r e a t e s t r i s k f o r middle-ear 
i n f e c t i o n s had a s i b l i n g h i s t o r y of r e c u r r e n t ear i n f e c t i o n s , were males, were 
not breast f ed and experienced t h e i r f i r s t middle-ear i n f e c t i o n before the age 
of s i x months. K l e i n t e s t e d c h i l d r e n who experienced r e c u r r e n t acute o t i t i s 
m e d i a — f l u i d i n the middle e a r — a n d found they scored lower i n speech, 
language and c o g n i t i v e s k i l l s . K l e i n recommends stronger prevention and 
treatment f o r the problem. 

• "New Reproductive Technologies: E t h i c a l , S o c i a l and Po l i c y 
Concerns"—Michael Grodin, M.D., Ph.D., the d i r e c t o r o f the Medical Ethics 
Programs a t BUSM and BUSPH and an associate professor of p e d i a t r i c s and p u b l i c 
h e a l t h , w i l l discuss the l a c k of data a v a i l a b l e concerning the s a f e t y and 
outcomes of the new repr o d u c t i v e technologies. Grodin believes the r i g h t s and 
freedoms of the b i o l o g i c a l and s o c i a l parents as w e l l as general s o c i e t a l 
concerns should be considered p r i o r t o implementing these technologi,es. 

• "Crack Babies: The Innocent V i c t i m s " — B a r r y Zuckerman, M.D., an"' 
associate professor of p e d i a t r i c s and p u b l i c h e a l t h a t BUSM and BUSPH; Michael 
Grodin, M.D., an associate professor of p e d i a t r i c s and p u b l i c h e a l t h a t BUSM 
and BUSPH; and George Annas, J.D., M.P.H., a professor of h e a l t h law a t BUSPH, 
w i l l discuss the many issues concerning crack babies, i n c l u d i n g a d d i c t i o n , 
medical and developmental outcomes, e t h i c a l issues, and what doctors know and 
don't kpow. 
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• "Community and School-based Care f o r Children w i t h Chronic 
I l l n e s s " — M i c h a e l Weitzman, M.D., an associate professor of p e d i a t r i c s and 
pu b l i c h e a l t h a t BUSM and BUSPH, w i l l describe s p e c i f i c p e d i a t r i c programs 
designed t o provide c h r o n i c a l l y i l l c h i l d r e n w i t h the best medical, 
psy c h o l o g i c a l , s o c i a l and educational care. 

• "The Current Status of Maternal Screenings f o r Chromosome 
Defects"—Aubrey Milunsky, M.D., a professor of p e d i a t r i c s , o b s t e t r i c s and 
gynecology, pathology and biolo g y a t BUSM, w i l l present i n f o r m a t i o n on a new 
combination of screenings f o r Down's syndrome. Milunsky found the combined 
screening three times more e f f e c t i v e than standard screening f o r Down's 
syndrome. 

I f you are i n t e r e s t e d i n any of the above a b s t r a c t s or would l i k e t o 
i n t e r v i e w any of the presenters, please g i v e me or Be t t y R u s s e l l a c a l l a t 
(617) 638-8491. 

Gina DiGravio 
Media S p e c i a l i s t 
Boston U n i v e r s i t y Medical Center 


