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CHAPIER I
INTRODUCTICH

Introduction.-- Television, since its introducticn to the general
public, has become a powerful force in the life of the sany secondary
schocl students. Like radio, vhich preceded it, television has crested =
pimilar problem, that of not omly the guality of the material presented,
but of the amcunt of listening and watching. According to Beggs, "....radio
vas placed 2nd to the movies while reading took 3rd place. Television
has Tinally become a firm medium of learning.

Television is becoming an integral part of the classroom situation.
One of the more noted programs is "Operation Blackboard.™ "Operstion
Blackboard™ is part of the biggest-and the most unususl-of the country's
schocl television programs, an ianovetion smong the modern tools of teaching
in vhich Fhiladelphisa has far surpassed the rest of the country. There is
also an inerease in the television Cield,at present, to present education

| to a vast majority of the pecple. "“fhe Big R" is a step forvard in the

[

molding of the citizen of tomorrov. Therefore, it is important for the
teacher of the men and vomen of tomOrTov to understand television and
recognize its importance.

Statement of the problem.-- The purpose of this study Iis to chov Lhe
relationship betveen ocutslde of school television vieving apd the under-

ghrnin E. Beggs, "That Radio Problem,” The Instructor, (May, 1945),
125,

Poaten Ulli*l"n‘i-l:tl
Eebool of Edusatlon

Library
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standing of socisl studies among secondary school students in the publie

schools .

A general, ovarall picture is necessary o discover wvhether or

not the viewing of television is of help to tha social studdes teacher in

| his presentation of the course. The author shall form conclusions regarding

| the problem in the following manner:

1.

A general survey of television habits, related to zocial studies,
of members of socisl studles classes

The number of hours per week that pupils spend watching television
The value, if amy, that the pupils place on the aid of television
in their social studiee work in school

The relationship between the time spent watching television apnd
the test scores of boys and girls who are given a general social
studies test

The relationship between the time spent wetching television and
the test scores of boys and girls vho believe television has or
has not helped them in their social studies work in school

The relationship between the time spent watching televison and

the test scores of boyes and girls in the college preparatory

groups and the non-college groups.

Justification of the problem.-- Since its lncepticn, television has
been & major diversicn of almost every child of school age. Telavislion

hes become the basis upon vhich a good part of the extra-curricular life

of the pupil revolves. Television has also created many new and difficult

problems since its begloning. Levenson says: "....that mothers were

adding to the two basic elements of loss of sleep and study & third



nccua&-hinulz television was interfering with the dinmer hwr,“ll

This study grew out of an interest, on the part of the author, to find
cut if & relationship exists between cutside of school television viewing
and the understanding of social studies among secondary schocl students in
the public schools. The author of this stuwdy also hopes that <he survey
will aid socisl studles teachers to utilize television, as related to
goclal studies; to a greater degree, so that members of social studies
classes will be aided in their understanding of socisl etudies.

The social studies teacher of today sust realize the part that tele-
af
-

| wision can play in the education of his pupils. Callahan says:

"Sopinl studies seem to be especially adaptable to the medium
of televigion. The British Broadcesting Corporation has experi-
manted more in this field than most American schools, using a
great deal of film material. Travel films are presented by the
pecple vho make them. Film is used in reporting current affairs,
and sectiocns of film mre integrated into remocte broadecasts and
gtudio ipterviews in history and geography courses for ll-to
sixtesn-year-olde .

Social-gtudies telecasts have a wide interest range, as the
Montelair Btate Teachers College in gearing 'Focus On Current Events'
to both uppar-slementary grades snd high school.

The Bt. Louis Program-Flanning Committee sees a promising
future in using televislon to teach the soclal studies. BSays the
coamittee, 'The social-studies area seeme to offer wide opportunity
for educationnl television.' The enrichment of geography by
bringing demonstration and instruction in the use of maps and
globes, vitalyzing history through filme, discussing persomal,
community, nationnl and interpationmal problems with visual and
oral documentaticn--these possibilities stagger the imagiration.”

I/William B. Levenson and Edvard Stessheff, Tesching Through Badic and
Television (Bevised), Rinshart and Company, Ine., New York, 1952, p. Bl

| 2/Jennie Waugh Callshan, Televieion im School, College, and Comsunit

| Mebraw=-Hill Book Company, Inc., New York, Toronto, Londom, 1953; pp-

148-143,
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! “Ihe old adage, ‘one picture is worth s thousand wvords,' is nov recog-

H:ﬂhbuthnrﬂn—nnninhﬂmuumummﬂ;w

television, social studies pupils can be transported to an entirely pew

educaticnal world. Nov sound has more meaning vhen one can actuslly see

| what is going on. Television has made it possible for social studies

| pupils to see activities in other areas of the world instead of omly imegin-

;!.ucmtuﬂl.unnmthnanm. Television aleo makes it possible for

the social studies students to be more aware of thelr own enviromment.
Adams says, ".....it has long been felt that television would be the

most efficient educational medium devised by man. Nearly 98 percent of all
individual learning is absorbed through the senses of sight and bearing,and
television brings the message to these senses llﬂ“ﬂnﬁh-"%
"Television's ultimate contribution can be its role in the betterment

of tha life of the nation, and, at the same tise, the greater development
of the life of the individual. Thus, states David Sarnoff, President of
the Radio Corporation of America. There is no better place to start the
batterment of & nation than the school. Through the intelligent uge of

| television, related to social studiea, there is no better way to belp pre-
perve cur damocratic wmy of living. The schools, through the use of tele-

vision ao an educatiomal medium, can belp in bullding intelligent and

| mw G.P. Putnam and Soms, New York,
w; P ﬁ-
2/Brvin Mass, "Philco of BEducation by Television,™ School and

Bociety, (April 2, 1949), 69:2u8.
I afl.i.nhlrd Hubbell, op. cit., p. 286.

L

———



disceriminating citizens for the Dobure.
lr
Superintendent Seidel,  of Alameds County, California says:

"Wa feel that education is so basically fundamental to a
demooracy thaet no opportunity should be missed for improving
the service vhich education renders to the public. We recognize
in TV & new facility which wve believe will substantially improve
educational services in & way that has not proved possible
through the printed page, motion pictures, or radio. It com-

# bines the sdvantages of these other media of communication, offers
an oppartunity never before awailable to reach a videly scattersd
audience in an effective way, and brings contemporary history to
an already gathered sudience in publie schools, colleges, univer-
gities; and in the homs.

It i our contention that onme of the mglor contributions
that TV can make to education is coverage of history in the making;
contemporanecus events, both on & loeal and naticpal level."

Prominent educators throughout the United States beliave that tele-
vision is the solution to many of the educaticnal problems that the United

| States Taceg today. It is the bellef of Hazel Cocley that: "Television, a

consequence of contemporary technology, must be utilized as a teaching
device if contemporary man is to understand the circumstances under which
he lives. Hazel Cooley also believes that: "IV is the one medium which,
properly used, can meet the needs of education en mu."y The proper use
of television in our educatlonal system can help meet the problems of a
mushrooming school population, & groving body of subject matter, and de-

ereasing supply of teachars.

1/linzel Cooley, "visitn in Television," The Origine and Potentialities of
Educaticpal Television, Channel Press Pubilshers, Wev jork 1B, H. Y., 1952,
| p. 32!

#.__ -

2/Hazel Cooley, op. eit., p. 25.

3/Ibid., p. 27.



Bcope of the problem.-- The author of this study plans %o show the re-

lationship between outside of school television viewing and the under-
gtanding of social studles emong secondary schocl students in the public
gchools. To find out if a relationship exists, a general social studies
test and questionnaire were prepared. Two teachers under vhom the writer
did hie stwient teaching administered the test and questiomnaire to their
social studies classes. The test and questiompaire were given to 189
students in June of 1956. Ko problems were encountered by the two teachers
in the administration of the test.

The group of students that were given the test and questionpaire were

s group of social studies students from the senior high school of a resi-

.-E.m'hilllﬂhﬂrbﬂfﬂﬂltﬂﬂ- Btudente surveyed in this stady vere all from an

above average soclio-econcmic level.



CHAPTER II
SUMMARY OF PHEVIOUS RESEARCH

Iatroduction.-- Instruction in the soccial studies is easlly adaptable
to the sedium of television. Through the proper use of television, social
studles teachers can enrich the educational experiences of mesbers of thair
classes. Few studles have been conducted with the intemt of showing a rela-
tionship between the viewing of television and the understanding of the
various subjects. Few significant studiss bave been conducted in the field
of social studies to determine the relatiomship between outside of school

| televislon viewing and the understanding of soclal studies among secondary

school students. Therefore, the suthor of this study will include all
previous research material, from every field, that the author feels is per-
tinent to this study. As stated in the U.5. Newn and World Report: "Right
nov the only thing that is really ocertain about TV impact iz that everyone
is guessing sbout it, that no one 1s doing large-scale, exhaustive research
into the long range effects of the nev medium.

"felevision has its grestest iofluence on the young and the pecple with
limited education. For them televisiom broadens the horlizon as nothing
alse would----- It ls the test means of educating people and giving them
facts ever dreamed of." Chancellor Marsh of Boston University had
stated this idea in June of 1950 vhen he said, "....if the (televisicn)

1 ™ilewers,” Tiga, \sbrunry 19, 1951), 2/lea. sit.,p. T2.



eraze contimes with the present lewel of programs, ve are destined to have
lln'
a nation of lﬂ.-.'n:ﬁ:umh"'-f

Schwehr states in his writings: "Television can be used as & part of
the teaching program. I%t can bring special events Iintlo the classroom to
a2/
give students s better understanding of vhat they are studying.”

Pavorgble studdes.-- Studies have been conducted in regard o the eflect

that television viewing bas on school work.
3
B e gtudy.-- In a recent study conducted at Syracuse University
Biepmann found that:

"A comparative study of the value of the television screen, as
g source of imdtruction, has been conducted at Syracuse University.
The experiment extended over six weeks. It related toc a course in
citizenship. Two matched groups of students vere employed, coe
group being teught under normal conditions by an lostructor in
& clessroom. A matched group of 20 students received precisely
the same instruction from the same instructor, but vere situated
in another clagsroom and viewed the instructor cm a telavision
receliver.

The purpose of this course Was not merely the communication of
knowledge, but the development of eritical Judgment. Evidence both
as to knowledge acquired and as to critical Judgment figured in the
tegts administered as criteriam of effectiveness. The imstructor was
an outstanding exponent of discussion techniques. HNot a single session
in the course wvas devoted exclusively to lecturing.

The results of the test indicate that there wvas no significant
differences in the learning process except that students vho vere in
the physical presence of the instructor apparently did more cutside
reading than students vho viewed him on the television screen only.
But with this single difference, the educatiomal impact seems to
have been identical."

1/ ™Morons and Happy Femilies," Time, (Jume 19, 1950), p. 64.

%ﬁl L. Behwehr, "Television and the School,” Americen School Board Jowrpal,

(June, 1949), 118:26.

'3/Charles A. Siepmann, Television and Bducation in the United States, UNESCO,

.m, lﬁa’ Hi m-lll-l-




From the preceding experiment, it is quite easy to see that television

can be uwtilized in the imstruction of stuwlents; wvithout causing any loss of

knowledge. If presented correctly, television can be of great aid to the

gocial studies teacher.

ae to

‘]:.rl.l'
Xavier Study.-- A study wvas conducted in Chio at Xavier University

the influence of television on schoolwork:

"About 1,000 studepts participated in the study. Students not
haring sets were matched with students, within the same class by
mental age, vho had sets. Four major conclusions were drawn:

l. There vas no significant difference in school achievement
between televiewing children and non-televiewing children.

2. Learning was not affected by the way the parents comtrolled
their children's televieving.

1. Poor television habits, lower I.§.s, lover parental control,
and poorer school achievement tend to be found in the same child.

k. Television can be used to excess, resulting in damage to
physical well-being and mental slertness."
2/
Houston study.=-- A test was recently conducted in Houston Texas to

determine the effect of television viewing om the schoolwork of pupils:

"These results, based on children's sayings and activities, in-
dicated that children in the primary grades vere getting a great deal
of information from their TV viewing and were developing imterest in
a wide variety of topics.

The youngsters were shoving & knowledge of tides, and the moon's
effect on them, of bicycle safety, transparency, hov sounds are made,
and tha operations of Jet plames, rocket ships, tanks and submarines.

Their vocabularies seemed to be increasing in range far beyond
vhat they once were, apparently because of learning from TV."

Palo Alto study.-- In a study conducted by Anna Fitrhugh Ball, it wvas

1/Charies A. Biepman, op. cit., p. 10k,
2/"What TV is Doing to America,” op. cit., pp. hl-h2,



( Tound that: “hpwmtunrmmhllumtnrﬂdmiﬁrmamm
: 1
| word recognition and geperal knowledge and understanding.” It wvas further

discovered by this study that the students believed that: “Programs like

| he 'March of Time' and "Kings Crossroads' teach more in half an hour than
; 2
'Hﬁﬂlﬂrltliﬂfrﬂlfﬂllﬁllﬂﬂf!ﬂﬂiﬂgiwj

Navy study.-- The United Btates Mavy has recognized the importance of
| television as an educaticnal medium. In tests comducted at Fort Washingtonm,
by the Bpecial Devices Center of the OfTice of Fawval Besearch, it was
found that:

"a) All groups of traicees showed important gains in knowledge
after participation in even a ope<hour lesson presented by
talevieion. Hot only vere ths television sessions as effec-
tive as traditional classroom instruction, but they were
usually more effective.

b) Trainees remembered what they learned during the television
lessons. Repeated tests showed that more than 80 percent of
the knovledge acquired was retained over an interval of one
month .

2) Most of the men participating in the television training
projects liked the television training lessons better than
either typical claseroom instruction or training filme.
Nearly three-fourths of the reservists preferred television
training to the usual classroom procedures, and more than 60
percent of them asserted the television sessions wvere more
instructive than the training films they had viewed in the
preceding two years.

d) Kinescope recordings of the live televisiom sessions, when
presented as sound motion pictures were almost ms effective as
the television sessions themselves. This is particularly
significant for mass training vhen it is remembered that kin-
escope recordings are relatively inexpensive by-products of
television precentaticns.

I/IBi-, p- L.

I JEI 'ﬂ-i &

, j_f"Bnhu't. T. Rock, Jr., "Television as an Educatiopal Medium," A Television
for ticn, Proceedings of the Television Programs Institute,

Inlrr can Council on Bducation, 1952, pp. 177=178.

10



e) Available data indicate that scme types of imstructiomal
presentations are very much more effective in promoting
learning than other types. For example, it wves found that
dramatic presentations® which were unsupported by parrative
or exposlitory sequepces were sinpularly imeffective in
pramoting learning. GSome dramatic sequences actually con-
fused trainees so seriously that they showed a signifi-
cantly lower percemtage of correct responses after such
'instruction' than they showed before the lesson.™

Army study.-- The United States Army has conducted tests at Camp
fordon to determine how effective television is as ap educational medium in
the instruction of trainees. "The Army tests at Camp Oordon showed that

TV, with periodic clase sessions, led to greater retentiveness, more
1

attention to detail, and greater total understanding.
Brugger's study.-- "This experiment was designed to determine the
effect of audlo-visual stimulation outside the school on learning by

()

2 j
audio-visual methods of 1n.:t.ru.=tinn."J Brugger conducted the experiment
in the following way:
"The Experimemtal Group

The group tested was composed of 96 A-8 students at Emerson
Junior High School [In Los Angeles). They are the members of three
social studies classes, selected at ranfiom, with a mean I of 105.7,
a mean age of 13.5 years and differing widely in socio-economic back-
Ful

1/Frank Dunhem, "How Educational is Educational TV," School Life, (March,
1955), 37:84.

2/Adolph T. Brugger, "Relation of Out-of-School A-V Experience to Learning,
Education, (June, 1955),75:647.

3/Lloe. eit.
* juthor's note: Drumatic presentations as uwsed in this context are to be

interpreted as those presentations that are exaggerated, artificial, or
towdry in its dramatic effect.



Frocedure.

All members of the experimemtal group were instructed to fill
out & questionnaire covering out-of-school experience with motion
pictures, radio, television and comic boocks.... 'The film, "The Great
Iakes, Highway of Commerce,' was then shown.... Previows to this the
members of the group hed been informed that they wvere to be tested on
the film and that these tests were to be graded.

Immedistely at the conclusion of the film the group vas given an
objective test based exclusively on material contained in the film.

The Questionnaire.

The questionnaire allowed for & maximum attendance of 53 hours per
week. evision uttﬂﬂnncg s+eWAS recorded in hours on the ques-
tionpaire...."

L/

The following results were obtained:

"The effect of television. Of the 96 members of the group tested,
b8 indicated television attendance (Group A) vhile bB indicated no tde-
vision attendance (Group B). Oroup A had & mean total attendance of
36.1 hours per week while Group B had a mean total attendance of 21.5
hours per week. Varying inversely with this, the mean test score for
Group A vas 12.91 vhile Group B had a mean score of 19.00.

The question arcse vhether the difference in achievement was due
to the quantitative difference between television attendance and
attendance by other media. A correlation was therefore computed wvith-
in Group A between television attendance and test scores. The co-
efficient of correlation waes -.18, which indicated that the effect of
television attendance correlated inversely with achievement only in
proportion to the total attendance's inverse correlation with achieve-
ment. Television attendance wvas thus a causal factor only insofar as
it increased attendance."

Azgzone's study.-- A study on the effect of television viewing on the

schoolwork of secondary school students was conducted by Azzome. ™Iwo hun-

dred students from the Shurtleff School, Chelsea, Massachusetts, were

selected for this study. They represent classes from the sixth to ninth
grades .

1/Tbid., pp. BW9.

A. Azzone, The Effect of Television on Scholastic Achievement, Unpub-
ished Master's Thesis, Boston University, 1049, p. ih.
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mytuﬂ for the study were:

& Grade T 8
%1 Geography %&r s
Language Langunge langunge Language
Mathematics Mathamatlcn Mathematica Mathematics

Literaturse Literature Literature Literature"”

Azzone found that: “The mean grade for television studemts, prior to
purchasing the sets was 77.50; following the purchasing of such sets it was
T7-65. The average grade of the television students increased .15."31

Shore School s .= The pupils at South Shore Eigh School

in were asked the Question "Does television affect your school
work? The answers of those students who thought television helped them

| in thelr schocl work were summarized by Lewis. The results are listed
below:

"l. I do my homewvork before television time. It even emables me
4o learn about forelgn countries and American History.

2. The travel films and the mature film shorts belp smch in
understanding foreign countries and blology.

3. I do mnot go out at night amymore and vhile vaiting for the
television programs to come on I do my homevork.

| L. It bhelped me in Elementary Pusiness Trailning after I sav a
program about stocks and bonds.

5. Traveloguss helped me in Commercial Geography .

. The educatiosal films have helped me in History, English,
and geperul comnversatiom. News broadcasts are easier to
understand than reading the copy in the dally nevspapers.”

Toronto study.-- In a study conducted at the University of Toromto, it

1/ibid:, p- 13-
| a/md., p. 25
P. E. levis, "Television and Teen-Agers,” Educatiocpal Screen, (April,

H]. 268:160.
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wvas found that: ™Toronto students watching & lecture om TV scored the

highest on an exam based cn the televised lecture. GStudents vho sisply
|

read the lecture scored the lnl'utu"J

The educator's attitude tovard television.-- Many prominent sducators

believe that talevision can be of aid to education. Bubriski comcludes:
"Students are showing a nev interest inm history and geography. And they
m-!:win:ln_ﬂﬁuiﬂtnrud*

h.‘nri.ltlllrhutm that television can be made to vork for the social
studies teacher. Bhe states that there are three different approaches that
the social studies tescher may use:

"One of them® to listen to three commentators or news asalysts
for one week. Ancther 1s to assign different television programs for
special reports that are given for extra credit by interested studenta
vho volunteer. If you know far enough in adwvance about the topic to
be covered, you can assign the particular television progrem to s
group of students vho will report to the class as & ‘panel of expertsa.'

The outline we wse includes most of these points: (1) What are
the main toplce covered? (2) How is the material presemted? (3)
What is the scope of the reportimg? (k) Is there any evidence of
bias or prejudice? If so, state 1t. (5) What do you know about the
comsentator's 'reputation?'”

Through the plan mentioned above, the author of this thesis believes
that great adwvances could be made in the relationship between outside of
school television vieving and the undarstanding of social studies.

In genaral, most teachers realize the potemtial of television as m
definite source of kmowledge. Fev teachears feel that television seriously

interferes with the students' homework, or if viewed in excess leads

1/"learning by 1V," Scholastic, (March 1, 1956), 68:1-T.

2/Alice Bubriski, "Beamed for You ...Social Studies on the Networks,®
Scholastic, (Oct. 6, 1958), 65:18-1.

« cit.

1k
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necessarily to types of maladjusteent. Television provides its viewvers
vith a sense of immediacy not present in other forms of audio-visual aids.
If televieion has been of no othar bemefit to the student it has increased

2
his interest ;F speak clearly and fluantly .J

Ingraham  Bays:
"V can and should be a poverful and extremely effective medium.

It can and should supplement and broaden present teaching facilities

in the social studies. This nev and vital sudic-visual aid, brought

into the classroom, has alresdy helped teachers to maintain interest

and to drive home subject matter. They bave brought outstanding

personalities demcnestrating special skills with materials not other-

vise availsble.”

Hecently at a meeting of school superintendents at Ann Arbor, Michigan,
it wvas agreed that the "....television cameran can and must play s major

role in the education of youngsters and adults alike. .....televisiom can
definitely serve to increase teacher effectiveness. :

The Nev York City Educatiosal System bas wtilized commercial television
for quite some time. Mrs. Klock, Production-Supervisor for the New York
City Educatiomal System pointed ocut that: "Existing network and local
station programs are used ....to implement certain classroom subjects, to

foater in students a discrimimating appreciation of television programs..

Poul Witty, "Television and the Bducative Process,” School snd Society,
Dec. 15, 1951), Thi3T2.

John Haverstick, "Tools for Teaching: The 3-D Classrocm,” Ssturday Beview,
February 15, 1955), p. 32.

3/lecnard W. Ingraham, "How Our Schools Are Using Bducaticmal Television,”
Bocinl Bducatiom, (Wmy, 1955), 19:199.

L/"IV in School," School aad Society, (July 7, 1955), 8h:l2,
5/"™Widening Circles,” School Life, (Juse, 1956), 38:15.



It is the belief of Varner that: " "There are good programs on com-
mercial stations. hnmhut-nﬂulphwmmr-mmilmwh
some good for the subject. They make history come to life.'" Ihﬂln
believes that: "'Teachers would appreciate more advance notice about these
programs . We could prepare the studemts in class for the ocut-of-classroom
drama. Having this historical background the youngsters could sttain
greater enjoymest.' "

Many teachers belleve "....there are children who bave been stimulated
to do better vork because of interests engendered by TV. The teachers
oited a mmber of examples of the successful use of TV in fostering interest

and egendering succese ln school.

Teacher survey.-- A survey to discover vhat teachers list as benefits
of television wvas conducted throughout the United States. h‘mlf-ﬂy
are listed below:

*1. Classroom activities are stimmlated.
2. Field trips are requested.
3. Children seck supplementary resding.
k. Vocabularies are enlarged.

5. Children are more awvare of the importance of good
diection.

6. Children retain with smaring accuracy the skills and
processes they have seen.”

W Age in the Classroom,” Saturday Heview, (Februsry 1B, 1956),

yEt Ei Ll
3/"A 8ixth Report on TV," School and Society, (May 12, 1956 ), 83:166-167.

4/Charles A. Siepman, op. cit., p. 90.



Conclusiom.-- It has been showm that, 1f supported by the public,
television can become a powerful educatiopal medium. Television can bring
current events and swthentic historical films before the eyes of anybody,
anyvhere. This stimmlates in the individual a sense of personal partici-
pation despite the physical distance of the events themselves.

The potential of television as an educationmal force must be con-
sldered by the educator as well as the student. It is the responsibility
of the educator to make use of the pewest and most progressive tools of
educstion, since education like all sspects of our society is forever pro-
gressing to newver and more modern meams of attaining its goals. He must
guide our students of todsy toward an imtelligent regard for television as
an educatiomal medium. It iz the cbligation of the educator to help main-
tain high standards for television presentations in order that this valu-
able educatioml means may oot be destroyed.



CHAFTER II1
PROCEDURE

Restatement of the problem.-- As previcusly stated in the first chapter
of this study, the main purpose of this survey vas to ascertain vhether or

not there is a relationship between omtside of school television viewing
and the understanding of social studies among secondary school students in
the public schools. By ansvering questions concerning telsvision as n help
in socisl studies and the type of viewling done, the vriter hopes to develop
& better knowledge of the important role of television in the educstion of
our students.

To accomplish this end, a questionnaire and test concerning social
studies and the viewing habites of sccial studies' pupils vere administered.
Description of the pupll popwistion.-- The students investigated in
this study were a growp of secondary school pupils from the senior high
school of a small New England town. The town is primarily residential but

| includes several industries that were once the foremcst ocoupations of the

townsfolk. There vas a small selsction of students, non-residents of the
town, vho used the towvn's senior high school facilities. Bearly all of the
students questioned wvere from homes above average in terms of socic-economic
level. They represented a fairly goeod cross section of the abilities,
interests, and home Influsnces of high school students living in this
suburban towvn.

Description of survey.-- To find out if a relationship exists between
outside of school television viewing and the understanding of social



p—— —— —— 1

studies among secondary school students in the public schools, a general
social studies test and questionmaire were prepared. The author contacted
the two secondary school teachers under vhom bhe bad done his student
teaching. The test was given to their puplls under actual classroom con-
:ﬂ.it:lml.

The questicnnaire and test were givem to a total of 169 students.
This group of students wvas divided imto two groups of 55 boys and 10k girls.'
These wvere then subdivided imto groups of nom-college and college prepara-
tory students. The non-college group of students mumbered 98. The college
preparatory group wvas made up of 91 students.

Results of the survey.-- The results of this survey were then organized
into the following categories:

1. The chropological age distribution of boys and girls

2. The grade distFibution of boys and girls

3. The ousber and percentage of boys and girls vho bad television

sets in their homes

h. The size of the screems on the individunl sets

5. The number and percentage of boys and girls who had recelved help

from their soclal studies tesachers in the selection of televisicm
progrums related to social studies

6. The time of day that the boys and girls watched television

7. The favorite day for vatching television, ns expressed in mumber

and parcentage of students and their preferences

8. The spproximate musber of hours per week that the boys and girls

spent wvatching television

9. The musber and percentage of the boys and girls vho wvatched



i0.

11.

13.

15.

lTi-

19.

Channel 2

The pumber and percentage of boys and girls whe felt that television
viewing helped them in their soeial studies work in school

The ressons given for television and its help to the boys and girls
in their socisl studles work ia school

The number and percentage of boys and girls vho had wvatched any of
a specified list of television programs pertaining to social
studies

The relationship between the time spent watching television and the
test scores of the baoys

The relationship between the time spent watching televisiocn and the
test scores of the boys who thought that television viewing helped
them in their social studies work in school

The relationship betveen the time spent vatching television and

tha test scores of the boya who thought that television viewing had
not helped them in their social studies work in school

The relationship between the time spent watching television and
the test scores of the girls

The relationship between the time spent watching television and
the test scores of the girls who thought that televialon viewing
helped them in their social atudies work in school

The relationship between the time spent wvatching television and

the test scores of the girls who thought that television viewling
had not helped them in their so¢dal studies work in school

The relationship between the time spent watching television and the

test scores of the boys in the college preparatory group
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The
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The relstionship between the time spent watching television and
the test scores of the boys in the nom-college group

The relaticnship between the time spent watching televisicn and
the test scores of the girls in the college preparatory group

The relationship between the time spent watching television and
the test scores of the girls in the non-college group.

results of this questionmaire and test should give some indication

of whether or not there is any relatiomship between outside of school tele-

vision viewlng and the understanding of social studles among secondary
school students in the public schools.



CHAPIER 1V
ANALYSIS OF DATA

Interpretation of findings.-- An interpretation of the findings of this

survey will now be presented to determine whether or not a relationship
exists between television viewing outside of school and the understanding of
social studies among A& selective group of secondary school students.

Chronoclogieal age distribution.-- The pupils were asked to state their

ages. The results are listed below.

Table 1. Chronological Age Distributiom of Boys and Glrls

Age Boys Oirls Total
6B] (2] (3) (k]
mrt.nni-bbli-i-lll-l-flli-i- u -1 1
Fm.t“niilllillli-illi-i- 13 EE Eg
Hmnli-illlilll-i-i-lli-i- 2-3 15
simnl-l-"-‘""-“--- '15 ﬂ'ﬂ h‘a
km“miiiiillliili-ﬁi Eh ET 5‘1
lighmnl-f!lli-!ll-i-‘-'l-‘-f E‘ 5 u
lim“ﬂn ------ T EEEEE] M :L n‘ l
BotAL .« v usavnnninss as 10k 189

The pupils questioned ranged in mge from 13 to 19 years. Fifty-cne of
the total mumber were 17 years of age and composed the largest group of
those questioned. Forty-eight of the total pumber questioned were 16 years
of age. This wns the second largest group. The third largest group vas
made up of 42 pupils, 15 years of sge. Thirty-five of the total number

questioned were 1b years old. This was the smallest age group guesticned



of the four msain groups. nhMumthlthuamirh
even distribution of pupils between the four main groups.

~ Grade distribution.-- The pupils were asked to desigmate which grade
they wvere in. The results are listed below.

Table 2. Grade Distribution of the Boys and Oirls

Grode Boys Oirla Tobal
i) (=] €] (&}
m-liilllllill-i- EB 32 E‘U
“-“-!t!!!tlvflv “ 9 23
mm'lliiiill EIT 52 Tg
PWOLLE e v e censd 16 11 27
Total...... 8s 10k

The pupils questioned were high school students. Beventy-nine of the
total muaber questioned were in the eleventh grade; sixty were in the
ninth grade; twenty-seven were in the twelfth grade, and twenty-three
vere in the tenth grade.

Television sets.-- The pupils were asked whether or not they had tele-
vision sets in their homes. The results are listed on the following page.

w

23



24

Table 3. The umber and Percent of Puplla Who Had Television Sets
In Thelr Homes

T R RS S S Sy S Sy Sy S PN P B el S e -

Bets Bo Sats
Group
Kumber Percent | Number Percent
(¢9) \2) [€D] (] (5]
wlllf-ll--i-i-l Bh ﬁ -1- 1-
Girls.covsas 102 oB g 2
Total 186 98 3 2

Not all of the puplls questioned bad television sets ip their homes.
Nipety-eight percent of the boys and girls bad television sets in their
homes. ALl of the boys and girls bad viewed television at one time or
ancther, at home or elsevhere.

Screen size.-- The pupils vere asked to Judge the spproximate size of
the television screens that they bhad watched in their own homes. The
results appear below.

Table k. The Bize Television Screens Used in the Homes of the Papils

Guestioned
Becreen Boye Girls | Screen Boys Oirls
9] €3 I ) I 9 ) €]
T m-.i--l-ll 1 J.E m!i! 1 E
10 4R.ceee 1 2 20 in...| 6 1
12 18...u. T 2 21 in... | 13 a7
“ iﬂ-rtlll E E Eh- .:.ﬂ.--- E‘ 3
lﬁ Mi-.-i- 5 E ET illuﬁ. 1 .1-
LT $8sunn 24 32 HoD®R s s s s 1 1




The most popular screen size, as viewed by the boye and girls, was the
21 inch screen. Thirty-three of the total nmumber of boys questicned and
LT girls jJudged the screens in their homes to be of that size. The oext
most popular screen slie, as viewed by the boys and girls, wes the 1T iach
Screen.

Belection of programs related to social studies.-- The pupils were

asked to state whether they recelved amy help in the selection of progroms,
related to socisl studies, from thelr sccial studies teachers. The results

are listed below.

Table 5. The Number and Percent of Papils Who Received Help From Thelr
Social Studies Teachers in the Belection of Television Programs
Ralated +o Social Studies

Yes Mo
Group
Bumber Percent | Fumber Percent
(1) 2] 13) ()] (5]
BOYBsceasconss BO T 23 29
[« . P R 70 &7 3 13
Potalessovss | 130 &9 59 3

Of the total mmber of boys and girls questiomed, Tl percent of the
boys and 67 percent of the girls received help from their social studies
teschers in the selection of programs related to sceial studies.

Favorite vieving time.-- The pupils were asked to designate the time

of day vhen they viewed television moet frequently. The results are listed

on the following page.
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Table 6. Mumber and Percent of Favorite Vieving Time of Boys and Girls

Baoys Girls
Time
(Homber Parcent | Number Percent
il =] [} (5] 5]
ACternoon. . ... 17 20 26 25
mll LI R ﬂ h TE 75

The favorite time of day for viewing television as selected by the
boys wvas the evening. Eighty percemt of the boys questioned selected that
time of day. The girls also selscted the evening as their favorite time
for visving television. BSeventy-eight percent of the girls, vho were
questioned, selected the evening as their favorite time for watching tele-
vislom.

Favorite day for viewing telsvision.-- The pupils were asked to select
their favorite day for viewving television. The results are listed below.

Table 7. The Number and Percent of Students Watching Television on Their

Favorite Days
fr Boys Girls
Dny
Bumber Forcent Kumber Percent
Q-.l {2) (3] (&) (5)
m-! LU 3.1, % E 11
m‘ll W h '5‘ :i' 5
TOOBARY  «cconvenrs 1 1 3 3
Wednesday . .ccouuses 5 6 E 3
pety L R 3 k k
hiﬂ“il @ E T 19 ]'E
BatUrdRY -« o v vnnns- 35 hl 38 37




Saturday apd Sunday vere the most popular days for the viewing of
television. Saturdsy wes the more popular cof the twe, being preferred by
k1l percent of the boys and 37 percenmt of the girls questioned. GSunday was
selected as the second most popular day by 36 percent of the boys and 31
percent of the girla.

Time spent watching televisicn.-- The pupils vere asked to list the
approximate mumber of hours that they spent viewing television each week.

The results are listed below.

Table 8. The Approximate Number of Hours Per Week That the
Students Spent Watching Television

;
g
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The majority of the students questlioned had not wmiched teélevision
over 15 hours per week. GSixty-five boys and 81 girls, of the 159 students
questioned, spent 15 hours or less per week viewing television.

Bducational television channel.-- The pupils were asked to indicate
vhether or not they had wvatched Channel 2 the educaticmal telsvislon

etation in the Boston arean. The results are listed below.

Table 9. The Nusber and Percent of Students Who Had Watched Channel 2

Yes No
Group =
Bumber Percent Bumter Percent
[1] ] 1 ] 5] 3]
m- AR Eﬁ 31 59 E‘g
[ * 0 TR 33 32 T &3
Total.. 59 l 31 130 69

It is interesting to note that few of the pupils guestioned hed
watched Channel 2. Only 31 perceant of the boys had watched this channel,
as compared with 32 percent of the girls.

visiom o or «== The puplls wvere asked to indicate
whether or not they belleved that television viewing helped them in their
social studies work in schocl. The results are listed on the following

Page.



Table 10. Fusber and Percent of Students Who Felt That Television Viewing
Helped Them in Their Bocisl Studies Work in School

Yas No
Group
(Hambar Percent Kumber Percent
(1) (2) {3) (i) (5)
Em"l‘ﬁlfl 1"5 53 hu‘ -HT
Oirle. . vias sk 52 50 LB
Total.. 99 52 90 LB

Of the students questioned, 53 percent boys and 52 pervent girls be-

( lieved that televisicn viewing helped them in their social studies work in

gchool. Fifty-two percent of the total number of students gquestionad felt
that television vieving bad favorably affected their social studies work.

Specified list of programs.-- The puplls were asked which of the foll-

oving programs related to social studies they had watched. The results

are listed on the following page.



Table 11l. The Mumber and Percent of Boys and Girls Who Watched a Specified
List of Television Programs Fertaining to Their Sccial Studies

Work in School
%
Boys Girls
Programs
[Bunibe r Percent | Fumber Percent
&W 2) Gl L () )
Amtrican Forum of the Alr (] 1] 1 1
You Are There...:ooceuese 37 ki ko 38
Starring the Editors..... 11 13 19 16
Face the Matiom...ccnexss i h | 1 i ¥
Moat the Preas.....c.cc... 9 11 21 20
uwlllllllilllill-!iii hﬂ hg 5& 5’6
United Eatiomal at Work.. 1 1 o o
United Nations Ceneral
ASSSmblY : soccancsanses 1 1 1 1
mmh‘ullllllllll hg ﬁ E‘E ﬁ
Outside UB.A.-cosvcvcnnss 2 2 1 1
The Rig Pleture....occu.. 37 R 18 17
Government in Actiom..... 3 b 3 3
Bon 1% oW, cvssssavenensa 10 12 b 4
Camel Bews Caravan....... kly 52 TO 67
Person t0 PErdoB.cccseses 1= 1h 10 10
Heritage of the land..... 1 1 0 0
Did Not Watch Any of the
Programs Listed...... 17 20 15 1k

There wvas a definite relationship between the percentage of boys and
girls viewing sach program listed with the exception of “The Big Plcture”
in vhich the percentage margin betwveen the two saxes vas significantly
large. The most popular programs as selescted by the students vere: ™Tom
Are There,” "Omnibus,” ™Wide Wide World," ™mhe Big Plcture,” and "Camel
Bews Carmvan.” A large majority of the pupils bad not viewed amy of the
programs presented on Chammel 2. Twenty percent of the boys and 1k percent
of the girls bad naver wvatched amy of the programs listed in Table 11.
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scores of the boys.-- The puplls were given o genernl social studles test.

The test scores of the boys were compared with the time that they spent
| watching television esch week. The results are listed below.

Table 12. Relationship Between the Time Spent Watching Television
and the Test Beores of the Boys

Watching Boys Test Boores

ﬁn (2) (3]
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Jeanna M. in.dfurd., “Cooperative Cemeral Achievement Test," Test I Boc
tuiies Form XX Hmtlﬁé Tes Sarvice, Princetom, Los .-.EEIE, 1955,

@astiams 1-T, i1, 13, 15-16, 18, 20-21, 23, 26-27, 31, 34-35.
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The majority of the boys questioned had not watched television for
more than 15 hours per vesk. BGBixty-five watched television for 15 hours oy
||1E_!lllﬂhml The test scores for this group were higher than for the
':mnrhﬂrluhnhduuhld television for more than 15 hours per week.

.! The coefficlent of correlation betweenm the time spent watching television

and the test scores of the boys is —=338. This indicates that the relation-

ship between the variables is negative; that is the less time spent watching
TV, the higher the score.

| scores of the boys who thought that television vieving helped them in their
social studies were compared with the mmber of hours per week that each
 student spent watching television. The results are listed on the following
Ty
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Teble 13. Relationship Between the Time Spent Wetching
Television and the Test SBcores of the Boys
Who Thought That Television Viewing Helped
Them in Their Social Studies Work in School

Time Spent 'lhtchia Test Scores of Boys Who Thought '
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As can be seen in the sbove table, the boys vho thought that tele-
vision vieving helped them in their socisl studies work scored highly on
the test they were given. None of the b5 boys tested gave less than 12 out
of 20 correct answers. The majority of the boys in this group had not
spent a great amount of time in the viewing of television. The coefficient

of correlation between the time spent watching television and the test
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scores of the members of this group is .008. This indicates that the rela-

tionship between the time spent watching television and the test scores of
| the members in this group is negligibla.

Rels |53 time & iom the test

The test scores of the boys vhoe thought that television viewing in no way

helped thea with their social studies work wvere compared with the time they
spent viewing television each week. The results are listed below.

Table 1k. Relationship Between the Time Spent Watching Television and the
Test Scores of the Boys Who Thought That Television Viewing Had
Not Helped Them in Their Social Studies Work in School

Iﬂ- Gpent Test Scores of Boys Who Thought
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The group of boys vho thought they had oot been helped in thelr soelal

istudies work by the viewing of telavieion scored low on the test. The

~ ;i‘h:i.glunt mark attained vas 15 questions correct, and this mark was received
by only one student. Seven of the mmber of boys in this group gave 1
'eorrect answers. Thirty-two of the 40 boye mnswered 13 or less of the
guestions correctly, meaning thet 32 of the boys in this group recelved
‘berely passing or failing grades. The coefficlent of correlation for this
‘table i — .382. This coefficlent of correlation indicates s negative
relationship between test scores and the time spent vaiching television of
| the members of this group. In cther words, the less time spent in the

I: viewing of television the higher the students' test scores.
|
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Belat hip betwean the time s watching television and the test
scores of the girls.-- The girls were presented the same general social
studies test as the boys. The test scores were then compared with the time

that the girls spent viewing television. The results are listed below.

Table 15. Relatlionship Between the Time Spent Watching Television and
the Test Scores of the Girls

Time Spent
Watching Girls Test Beores
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Bighty-one of the girls questioned watched television for 15 hours or
| less each week. The girls who had not watched television for more than 15
| hours per week scored more highly on the test. In comparison with the test
| scores of the boys, those of the girls were not ms high. The coefficient
of correlation for this table is —.202. Thus, a oégative relationship &
| indicated batween the time spent viewing television and the test scores of
the girls. The less time spent viewing television the higher the test

scores of the girls.



Hela between the € television test
scores of the girls vho thought television vieving helped them.-- The test
scores of the girls vho thought that television vieving helped them in their
socinl studies work were compared with the number of hours per week that

they spent watching television. The results are listed below.

Table 16. Relationship Between the Time Spent Watching
Television apd the Test Scores of the Girls

Whe Thought That Television Viewing Helped

' Them in Thelr Bocial Studies Work in School

Test Scores of Gir
Watching Who Thought Television
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The girls who thought that television viewing had helped them in
social studies vork in school scored high on the test. The lowest grade of
this group was nine correct answers. The highest score recorded in this
group was 18 correct answers. Three of the girls questioned received this
score. The majority .of the girls in.thi‘l group had mot watched television
over 15 hours per week. The coefficient of correlatiom for this table s
- 011, A negative relatiopship is indicated between the time spent

iwatching television and the test scores of the girls by this ccefficient of

correlation. The legs time spent in the viewing of television by the girls

in this group, the higher their test scores.
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Relatl between the time 8 WE television and the test
8¢ of the la who that ion vieving had not hel
them.-- The test scores of the girls who thought that televisicn vieving
in no vay helped them with their sccial studles work were compared with the
time they spent watching television each week. The results are listed

below.

Table 17. Relationship Between the Time Spent Watching Televislon and
the Test Becores of the Girls Who Thought That Television
Viewing Hed Not Helped Them in Thelr Social Btudies Work in

School
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Watching Telavision Had Not Helped Them
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| The girls who thought they ware not helped in their social studies by

| the vieving of television scored low on the test. The highest score
!-nthimd'hynmm‘hlr of this group was 19 correct ansvers. Omnly 24 of
Iﬂm entire mmber guestioned in this group got scores that exceeded 13

| eorrect anewers. The coefficient of correlation between the time spent
watching television and the test scores of the girls in this group is —.2-:!:1_;
A negative correlatiocn exists between the time spent watching television
((mnd the test scores of girls in this groap. The less time spant in the

| viewing of television by girls in this group, the higher the test scores.
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Helaticonship between the time spemt watching television and the test

scores of the boys in the college preparatory group.-- Test scores of the

N boys in the college preparatory group were compared with the time they
I spent viewing television each week. The resulis are listed below.
Table 18. Relationship Between the Time
Spent Watching Television and
the Test Scores of the Boys in
the College Preparatory Group
Ty e
Tima Bpent | Test Scores of Boys in
Watching the College Preparstory Total
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The majority of the boys in the college preparatory group had not
o | watched television more than 15 hours per week. They scored high on the

[ test that wvas given to them. lio mesber of this group gave less than 1=

answvers correct.

teat.

Five members of this group received scores of 19 on the

The coefficient of correlaticn between the two varisbles in this



' table is — .0TO. A oegative correlationm is indicated by this coefficieat

of eorrelation in this grouping. The less time spent in vieving television

&) |by girls in this group, the higher the test scores.
. |

tionship betwvean & WE ta Bl the test

scores of the boys in the non-college group.-- Test scores of the boys in

the non-college group vere compared with the time that they spent viewing
television each wesk. The results are listed below.

Table 19. Eelationship Between the Time Spent Watching Television and
the Test Becores of the Boys in the Non-College Group

 Bpent Teat Scores of the Boys in |
Watching the Non-College Group Total
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Test scores among the mesbers of this group vere lover tham those of
/the college preparatory group. The lowest score received by any of the boys
‘questioned was recorded by n mesber of this group. Only one member of this
group received a score of 19 correct ansvers. Members of this group had
‘viewed television to a larger extent than members of the college preparatory
group. The coefflcient of correlation between the time spent watching
televisicn and the test scores of the bays in the non-ccllege group is
:-.332. This indicates & negative relationship. The less time spent in
vieving television by members of this group, the higher the test scores.
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o of the in «== Teat scores of the

girls in the college preparatory group vere compared with the time they spent
viewing televisicn. The results are listed below.

Tabls 20. Relationship Between the Time Spent Watching
Television and the Test Scores of the OGlrls

in the College Preparatcry Oroup

Time Spent Test Scorss of Girls in the Total
Watching College Preparatory

oo > 558 SOR )

1!!! E
E-II-I ll 1
Biaw [ 1 1
hlil
5--! 1
| £|-+-| 1
Tttr 1
Elli
. JOA
J.I:l”- .1.
12...
T 1
fotal.... 132 0 % S T K 6 7.8 b 1

b
e

HiE K
=

HE R e
._l

| &
P

L]
8
= Owa O FFF Qo @munun gy

No mesber of the college preparatory group of girls had watched tele-
vision more than 14 hours per week. Test scores of the mesbers of this
group vere avernge when compared with the test scores of members of the
non-college group of girls. Tventy-ome mesbers of this group received
falling or near failing grades. The coefficlent of correlation between the
time spent wmtching television and the test scores of the girla in thias
grovp is 242. Peitive relationship between the two warisbles (s indicated.
T™he more time spont in the viewing of television by the college preparatory
group of girls, the higher they scored on the test.

]



Relaticnship between m time spemt watehing uhﬂn;un and the test

scores of the girls in the non-college group.-- Test scores of the girls in
the non-college group vere compared vith the time they speat viewing tele-

vision each wveek. The results are listed below.

Table 21. Relationship Between the Time Spent Watching Television
and the Test Becores of the Girls im the Non-College Group

Time Spent s Teat Bcores of the girls in
Watching the Non-College Group

ﬁ E]
10 13 22 13 b 35 36 17 18
e T =

1."""! 1
Eli-llli-l- l 1.
3!"""‘
‘hliilllil 1
EIIIIII“I 1 1 .1.

El-ll!lli-
1

LR R R RN

Bavesas .o 1

9. EEEEE e
1u-li-i-lll'ii l E
ul-l'l!l-l-ll -1-
1‘-1-1----1-1-
1511-“-*-1
Lﬁ'--lllvfl
mlilliiil 1
Eu---‘!ll!-p 1

ﬂri--l-l & ow
aI‘IfI-II-I-I 1

Eﬁrill-‘iii 1
251-1-1-1-!!1 E
Euli“'l‘l"*l l

N b L
EE? TI08Y8 S5 TR &0 F § 1

e
S T

b Bt PO
M RO b
[

b

L |
Ld[MI-'MHMI—Hﬂl—*MM-I-‘Lllull-‘l.-ll'ﬁ.'tﬂml-*ﬂh.'rl-r-l E




®

Test scores of the non-college growp of girls ranged from four to 1B

| answers correct. Twenty-seven mesbera of this group recelved failing or

near failing gredes. It is interesting to note that mesbers of this group
spent a greater amount of time in the viewing of television than members of

the collage preparstory group of girla, but the maris of both groups may be

- considered asverage. The coefficleat of correlaticn between the time spent

watching telavision and the test scores of the girls in this group is -.137.
A pegative degree of relationship exists between the two variables in this
table. The less time spent in viewing television by girls in this group,

imh‘ Sk B

8 st work school.-- The pupils who thought that television
helped them in their social studies vork in school were asked to give
reasons Tfor their anavers. The amsvers of the boys and girls, in their own
vords, are listed below.

1. You get to know different pecple in different parts of the world.

2. It helps me with current events.

3. You can learn more about history, in more detail, on television.

h. Hov the govermments of differest couwntries ocperate.

. Actual realization or bettsr realization of current events.

6. A broader outlock on some maim subject.

T. Shows me the world.

8. Television is an interesting and accurate form of informaticnm.

9. Gives me an inside picture of wvhat is happening throughout the world.

10. Gives one an ides of what actually goes on in govermment, history,

and problems coming up in our country.
1l. One can learn more by seeing television.

W7
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12. The news programs help me to keep up with foreign and domestic
affairs.

13. It brings other pecple and places to me clearly.

1. Presents a plcture of something that I had only imagined before.

15. Helps me to relate past and present affairs of cur country and the
world.

16. It belps m¢ in modern history and geography.

17. You get an idea of things in the wvorld vhich you don't study inm
school, and you learn more about things you do study in school.
18, Certain programs help me to get a vivid ploture of early happenings .|
19. Television explains a subject a little more and puts it in your own

lsnguage.
20. Television gives me more facts and a better understanding of
history than reading mere words ocut of a text.
21. Plays relating to U. 5. Histery are interesting and informative.
22. It gives me a broader view of the world happenings of today.
23, It tells me more about my country.
2k. By presenting current events and a limited amount of history inm an
interesting maoner, television makes it easier to abscrd facts.
25. Television progruss present the lives of historical figures.
26. Television takes you to the scene of mational developments.
. It helps me to explain some of the problems of the world.

» I get more out of a ploture than reading a book.
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND FINDINGS

Findings.-- The television viewing habits and the test scores of 129

pupils

bave been surveyed in this study to ascertain vhether or mot a rela-

tionship exists between cutside of school television vieving and the under-

standing of social studles among secondary school students in the public

schools. The findings have been summarized as follows:

1.

3.

k.

Ninety-eight percent of the boys and girls had television sets in
their homes.

The average screen size, as Judged by both the boys apd girls, vas
the 21 inch screen. The second most popular screen size wvas the 17
inch screan.

Seventy-one percent of the boys and 67 percent of the girls bhad
received help from their social studies teachers in the selection
of programs related to soclal studies.

Evening was the favorite vieving time selected by B0 percent of the
boys and T5 percent of the girls.

The most popular days for viewing televisicn were Saturdsy and
Sundsy for both boys and girls.

A majority of the pupils questioned had not watched televisicn in
excess of 15 hours per veek.

Thirty-one percent of the boys and 32 percent of the girls had
watched Channel 2.

Fifty-three percent of the boys and 52 percent of the girls ques-
tioned felt that television viewing bad helped them in their sccial

]



13 The coefficlent of correlation between the time spent wvatching tels-

gtudies work in school.

. The five most popular programs related to socisl studies, as selected

by the students were: "ou Are There,” "Omnibus,” "Wide Wide World,"
"Me Big Picture,” and "Camel News Caravan."” Twenty percent of the boys
and 1k percent of the girls hed never watched amy of the programs listed.
The goefficlent of correlation between the time spent watching tele-
vision and the test scores of the bays is —.338. This indicates a
negative relationship between the two variables. The less time spent in
viewing television, the higher the test scores of the boys. The boys
who bad pot wvatched telsvision in excess of 15 houres per week scored
higher on the test than the boys who had watched televielon more than
15 hours per week.

The boys who thought that television viewing helped them in their socisl
studies work scored high on the test. The majority of the boys in this
group had not spent more than 15 hours & wveek in the viewlng of tele-
vision. The coefficient of correlation between the time spent watching
television and the test scores of the boys who thought that television
vieving helped them in their soeial studies work in school is .008. A
negligible relationship between the two variables ls indicated.

The boys who believed that they were in no way supplemented in their
social studles work by the wviewipg of television scored lov on the

test. The coafficlient of correlation between the time spent watching
television and the test scores of the boys in this group is = .382. The
less time spent in viewing television by boys in this group, the higher

the test scores. A close and positive relationship exists between the
two variables.
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vision and the itest score of the girls is — .208. A negative rela-
ﬂwﬁp exists between the two variables. Members of this group
who had not wvatched television in excess of 15 hours scored high on
the test. The less time spent by the girls in watching television,
the higher the test scores.

The coefficlent of correlation between the time spent watching tele-
vision and the test scores of the girls who thought that television
viewing had helped them in thair soclal studies work in school is

— .0ll. The relstionship between the two varisbles is negative.

The less time spent in viewing television by girls In this group,
the higher the test scores. Time spent in the viewing of television
by members of this group vas small.

The group of girls who thought that television viewing had not
halped them scored low on the test. The amount of time spent in the
viewing of television by mesbers of this group va® small. The co-
efficient of correlation between the time spent watching television

and the test scores of the girls in this group is - .200. The rela-

stionship between the two variables is negative. The less time spent

in viewing television by girls in this group, the higher the test
BCOTES .

Boys in the college preparatory group scored high on the test. Most
members of this group had not viewed television In excess of 15 hours
per week. The coefficient of correlation between the time spemt
vatching television and the test scores of the boys in this group is
= .070. A negative relationship exista between the twvo varisbles in

this group. The less time spent watching televisicn by boys in this

Bosteon University
School of Education

Library
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group, the higher the test scores.

Test scores of the boys in the non-college group vere low. Tele-
vision hed pot been viewed to excess by the majority of members in
this group. The coefficient of correlation between the time spent
wvatching television and the test scores of the boys Iin this group

is = .332. The relsticnship between the two variables in this group
is & negative one. The less time spent 1ln viewing television by
boys in this group, the higher the test scores.

Test scores of the members of the college preparatory group of girls
were average. None of the members of this group spent more than 1k
hours per week in the viewing of television. The coefficlent of
corralation betwesn the time spent watching television and the test
scores of the girls in this group is .242. Relatiomahip between the
two variables is positive. The more time spent in vilewing television
by the college preparatory group of girls, the higher the test scoms.
The test scores of non-college girls were comparable to those of the
girls in the college preparatory group. Members of this group spent
g grester amount of time in the viewing of television than seabers
of the college preparatory group. The coefficient of correlation
betveen the time spent wvatching television and the test scores of
the girls in the non-college group 18 - .137. The relationship be-
tveen these two varlables is negative. The less time spent in the
viewing of television by girls in this group, the higher the test

BCUres »

Conclusion.-- The suthor has concluded from this study that m negative

relationship probebly exists between the understanding of sccial studies
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and outside of school television viewing ssong the studenmts. The coeffi-
clenta of correlation computed in this study with the excepticn of two are
nogntive. These pegative coefficients of correlastion indicate that the less
time spent in the viewing of television by the students surveyed in this
study, the higher the test scores.

The author believes that the findings of this survey can belp other
social stuiies teachers in making the decision to improve the video habits
of their studsnts. The author hopes that this swrvey will also help social
studies teachers to develop an intelligent plan of programs related to
social studies in order that each member of the class may lmprove his know-
ledge of social studies. Only through a carefully planned program of tele-
vision vieving can s teacher aid his students to realize a definite pogi-
tive relationship between outside of school television viewing and the
understanding of social studies.



CHAPTER VI
LIMITATIONS OF THIS STUDY

Limitations.-- This study has given the author an opportunity to find
out if there is any relationship between outside of school television view-

. ing and the understanding of soclal studies among secondary school students

in the public schools. No attempt has been made by the suthor to present a
definite solution to the problem of creating a greater relationship between
outaide of school television vieving and the understanding of social

studles. This study endeavors to show the effect of television on the

| kmovledge of social studies in secondary schools; it does not attespt to

generalize as to the effect of television on cther secondary school subjects
At the time that this questiommaire and test vere presented, tele-
vision bad made great sdwvances. BStill, there were only three television
stations from vhich to select programs. Many of the programs related to
social studies appear for a short time only to be changed to another net-

| work or discontimmed entirely. Many of the programs related to social

stulies are presented on Channel 2, and over 60 percent of the students
questioned had not watched Channel 2. Therefore, the results presented in
this survey are limited.
Suggestions for further study.-- Suggestions for further stady in this
fisld are listed as follows:
l. The effect that television viewing has wpon the grades of social
studies puplls.
2. A comparison study between two groups of soclal studies pupils fros
contrasting econcmic backgrounds to determine the relaticmship be-

B
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tween outside of school television viewing and the understanding

of social studies among secondary school pupils in the two groups.

. A study similar to this one, done with a larger group of pupils who

have hed a greater opportunity to viev a larger variety of tele-
vision programs related to sccial studies.

The comparison of a group vith itself after a year to see if the
understanding of social studies due to the viewing of television
has increased or decreased.

A survey of vhat social studies teachers list as the benefits of
television.

A survey of the television viewving habits of social studies teach-
ars.

A study of the qualifications necessary to the composition of vhat
is considered to be an "educational" social studies program.

» A survey of the teaching plans of a group of social studies

teachers to determine vhat incentives exist, If anmy, for their
students to watch television programs dealing with social studies.
A survey of all programs watched by & group of social studles stu-
dents to determine if there is a relatiocnship betveen the programs
watched and the interest stimalated in ¢lmas to watch specifie pro-
grams dealing with the subject of social studies.

A survey and test of college students vho bave not been enrolled in
a social studies class since high school, to determine if their
present knowledge of soelal studies is due to the viewing of tele-

vislon or the retention of knowledge previously learned.
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Appendix A
A Television Guesticammire

leune Age Girl Bay
Bchool Grade ____ Teacher

Flease ansver the following questions carefully.
Make sure that yow answer each guestion.

| 1. Have you ever watched television? Yen No
2. Do you have & television set in your housel Yes Ko
3. What is the size of your television screent inches

5. Does your social studles teachar help you to select television programs
related to social studies? Yes No

5. At vhat time of day do you watch television? (Mark with an X)
{ ) Iz the aftermoon

) In the evening
6. What is your favorite day for vatehing televisiont

T. How many houwrs a week do you spend watching television?
B. Do you watch amy of the programs presented on Channel 21

Yes o

9. Do you watch any of the fclloving television programs?
(Mark with an X)

A. American Forwm of the Air ( ) 1. Wide Wide World ( )

B. You Are There ( ) J. Oatside U.B.A. ( )

C. Btarring the Bditors ( ) K. The Big Picture { )

D. Pace the Eation ( ) L. Govermment in Actiocm ( )
E. Moet the Press ( ) M. See It Bow ( )

F. Omnibus ( ) :.n-J.lmnnmliJ
G. U. B. at Work ( ) 0. Person to Person (

H. U. N. General Assembly ( ) P. Heritage of the Land ( )

(Go on to next page)



10: Do wou think television helps you dip your social studles work in schodl?

Yas Ho

el el

1l. If your answer to the above question is yes, tell how you think it
belps you in soclal studles.
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Appendix B
Computation of Coefficient of Correlation

VLT = BV ET T = W%

-

Example: Table 1k

Time Spent Watching Television = X
Test Scores of Students = ¥
Mamber of Students = N

Average Time Spent Watching Television = Mx
Averags Test Boore = My
Coefficient of correlatiom = r
I‘Etﬂnl-ﬂ

Step 1. Find the mmber of students (M)
Btep 2. Find the sum of X (£X)
Btep 3. Find the sum of ¥ (%Y)
Gtep . Find the sum of X° (£X°)
‘Step 5. Find the sum of Y2 (£Y°)
Btep 6. Find the sum of X¥ (£XY)

'Step 7. Find the average time spent vatching television (Mx)

Step 8. Find the average test score (My)



Table 1h

Students Time Spent Test x= ¥2 b'n g
’ Watching Scores
- Telavision

1 0 13 0 169 o

2 .0 1k 0 196 0

3 0 14 0 196 0

b 0 1k o 196 0

5 0 1h 0 196 0

6 o 14 0 156 o

T 0 1k o 196 0

8 0 15 0 225 0

9 1 11 1 121 11

10 1 12 1 k% 12

11 2 & 4 36 12

12 k 7 16 g 2B

13 1 2 kg L 1%

1k T T Ly 49 49

15 T 9 kg 81 63

16 10 B 100 6k 80

1T 10 10 100 100 100

18 10 12 100 1k 120

139 10 13 100 169 130

20 1k 7 196 Lo 98

21 1k 12 196 1kl 168

22 1k 12 156 1hi 168

23 1h 13 196 169 182

2k 1k 13 196 169 182

235 15 | 225 kg 105

15 12

28 15 12 225 i 180

29 18 8 32k &l 1k

30 20 13 500 169 260

31 20 1k %00 196 280

= o g 576 S i

T 5 g

3h 24 13 576 169 3iz2

35 25 12 625 1kh 300

i 36 28 n 78k 121 308

37 30 2 gm L 60

36 30 4 16 120

o | &, 2 3 L. 2

S T ﬂ.m-a*i%wﬂ o ey = 553

My = 418 < kD = 10.k5
Mx = 53k 2 Lo = 13.35



4930-40 x 13.35 x 10.45

™ =
A/1250050(13. 35 ) A LB7040[10.452)

y 4930-5580.3
4/ (13900-7128) (4870-4368)

r

-650.3
A5712) (502)

I




9.

10.

15.
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