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The Rural Church as a Social Center.

OUTLJINE,

I. The Nesed of a Rural Social Center. ¥

II.

Introduction. The aim of the paper. )

1, Farmer by nature individualistic. Individual-.
ism today against his best interests. Must
be more social in his interests. )

2. Soclal 1life demands some organization,

3. Peoples' needs, both 0ld and young demand so- |
cial activity. b
a. Socially.
b. Educationally. !
c. Morally. 4

The Place of the Church as a Center to meet these
Ne edS .

1l. The work of the esarly Christian Church.

2. The Church today must be the servant of the

3. The Church today must minister to the whole maﬁ
t

4. The Church today in relation to the young people.
I

5. The Church today 1n relation to the social lifé
of the wonen.

6. The Church today must be a place where the peo=
ple can meet to learn more pertaining to "bet-
ter faming, better living, better business”,
and where discussions are free and open. u

7. The Relation of the Church to Cooperaticn.
i

8. The Church must be a place of vision and in-
-spirationr - - _— - b
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] II1. The Relation of the Church to other Social Cen-

ters.

1 1, The Community House.
H 2. The School,

)
1

. S+ The Church .as & Cénter, 1its advantages.

| 2. The matter of Finances.

! 4, The needs of both.

H 5. Conclusion.

! V. General Conclusion,

1, Need for a Social Center is very evident.

y meet these needs.

iy . # #

; 1, The Ppoblém of Distance.

i 3, The Problem of Leadership.

i 4. Vision and Work the way out.

#

IV. Country and City Churches compared as Centers.

J 2. The Rural Church under adequate Leadership can

. Se Ih the present state of affairs the Church has
J the most in its favor as a Center.
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Rural Life Problem, Plunkett.
This book sets forth the problem of the countrﬂ
and suggests a way whereby it may be remedied..

Constructive Rural Sociology, Gillette.

A scientific study of the rural condiltions which
he treats in a very good way. He touches most
every problem that the country faces. A very
good book. !

!.
Rural Life and Education, Cubberly.

This deals with the educationa problem, setting
forth ithe modern needs of the country and the .
.relation of the school b other rural insti=-
tutions.

Educationsgl and Religious Resources of Village and :
Rural Communities, Hart.

This is a very good book which suggests ways ;
and means which may be used in building up :
the church and how the church can serve the |
community . i
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The Evolution of the Country Community, Wilson., i
This shows why the country communkles are a :
problem, the®» needs and the place of the K
church in restoring the country. P
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The Story of John Frederick Oberlin, Beard. )
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THE RURAL CHURCH AS A SOCIAL CENTER.,

I. The Need of a Rural Soclal Centre.

One of the fascinating things about history is
the.fact that it reveals to us that every age has 1ts
problems. Not only nations have theirs, but cer=~
tain groups which compose the ﬁhole have their diffi-l
cultles. One of the groups today which comprises one
khalf of the population of the United States, the Rura%,
group, face a real problem. In this comparatively |
young nation with its vast reseources and great stretcl»
es of territory we are facing some problems in regardll

fr

to our country life which are not imaginary, but which

'gstare us in the face as cold facts and which demand our

best thought and most careful ‘attention. The aim of
this paper is to set forth the place of the rural chun%h,

" as we see it, in its relation to rural life and rusml

condlitions. By rural we mean that part of the popu-i

. lation which is groupéd in villages and towns not to

Hn

exceed twenty five hundred in number, where the people!1

live more or less scattered in the open country and

have to travel some 1ittle distance to reach, store,
gschool and church,

1. The farmer by a very normal process of events and |

-— - ’t - - T
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. j
conditions has lived more ér.less of an individualis-

tic life. He went out on the land in an early day amd
h

; With but very little assistance cleared his land, built

his home, tilled the soil and the result is that some }

. ©f them have massed fortunes, others have made a medium

success and still others have made only a bare living.l
:The farmer raised nearly all the things which were neék
cessary for food and clothing and so from the very ear-
liest his environment and condifions have not on the '
L whole been conducive to the spirit of cooperation and !
association. The result is that foday by means of r
environment, ancestry and training the farmer is consid-
‘ered the most individualistic of all the great .groups .
of people. He has not come to this state, qﬁibkly, ?
|

"consciously nor with his mind set toward that end, but

;it has been the result of years of growth and develop-

bment. There was a time when that spirit and condition
I'ldid not mean so much, but today for the farmer to be ?
'individualistic is absolutely detrimental to his best -
"interests, for we no longer live out on the frontier,
for that line has reached the Pacific and now we are
‘becoming a thickly populated nation, at least the \
i:tendency is in that direction. So today the great

. - . X
i
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+ developed if they develope the splrit of cooperation j

3. !
rural group can no longer live and work on the 1ndivid}

-

ual basis and the farmer no long®®an have a little i
realm of his of own and do Jjust as he pleases, but he

must learn what other groups have done and what many 1
\ i

of the progresslive farmers have already learned, that
» ]I

he is a member of society and that his own interests |

and the interests of the groups are best conserved anq
1
f

and association so that it becomes a realiﬁy in actua{

life touching all of his needs and ligitimate desires+

2. If there 1s any group of people that need and de-<
serve a good healthy social life 1t is the rural folki
This includes the farmer, his family and all his hired
help. God put within all of us the desire to as- L
sociate with our fellow men and also the instinct of
play and these are factors with which we must reckon, »
Why is is that so many of our young people desire to |
go to the town and city in the evenings, Saturday: 1
afternoons and later in 1ife flock to the city to find
a piace of labor? Not only the young peoﬁle,butTWhé
do entire familles as soon as they feel they can affoé%

it? Investigation has shown that one of the chief cair

ses has been to satisfy that God-given instinct of asJ;

- L
i
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I .
| sociatlon and play which manifests itself in so many

. different ways. With thlis fundamental longing in ,

E people 1t becomes necessary for the country to provide

" means whereby this need may be met in a wholesome ané
ligitimate manner and thus keep the people in the ru-
" ral gsections where they are needed so much, It takes'
more than two boys to play basebal% and more than a
helf dozen people to furnish an adequate audience for'I
* a good entertainment or social gathering. This at
once .pubs before us the necessity of finding eéme in-
| stitution or group in which the social life may center
" for it must have some tead. One good strong center
1s & necessity where the activities of the community

can center and thus secure direction and development.

3. Now gocial life iz demanded by both old and

young., It will not take the same form Ffor both and
!

:thus we must meet that need today in ordér to hold the
people so that we may be able to build up a strong in-
stitution in the country the same as we have in the éi-
ty. This cannot be done with an ever-shifting popuw

t
1Jation and a large tenant group. We must meet a weed

!that at present the town and city ceem to satisfy.

5
a. There 1s stlll a tendency among some rural folk

b - —_— ——
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140 think that if the young people attend to the work

9
,around the home and the field they will get all the h

l'exercise they need to develep a well-rounded life.
“This is an erroneous theory to start with and which has
» been exploded long since but a host of people have noth
?awakened to the fact as yet and thus many are wandering
-why\the young folk have such a strong desire to go to

;the city.' The farmer's boy wants to play ball just:

"as much as his brother in the city and that need ought

| to be gratified. And it is so with other instincts
fand desires. The country glrl desires the fellowshd

:and companionship of her neighbor friends.. She does

not desire to wash milk pails, make butter, cook, wash"
ﬂdishes, and so forth, one day after another, week in T
iand week out without a chance to develop the social T
Jinstinct she has. It these faculties are nat given{
‘a chance to develop in a normal way the boy and the ?

girl may grow up to be a person who may be quite effi-,

.clent in making money but that is not aill of life.
.
;What need more and more are people who are good citi- ﬂ

1
| zens in every sense of the word. They must be effi-
B ¢
Lcient members of society and not mere tools for turning

.out money. The mere ability to make money does not

— —— - e - - - -~ —— =
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appeal to the young people of today. That doses not?
h hold the young man and woman on the farm. Our youné
w beople are going to the city to satisfy thek social %
» natures, Why not provide in the rural section thosse,
" things which will meet theif needs? The older peo{i
ple need the social life also to break the monotony r
, of constant toil, This is especially true of the wow-

men. What do the statisties of our insane asylumst

show us in regard to country life? EFnough has not ,

T -

been done to relieve the monotony. A far too large

a percent in these institutions come from the country "

and. its root lies back in the constant toill and the

unchanged vocation. - Often it is six days of hard

work and then perhaps once or twice to church on Sun~

day with a mery meager opportunity here of satisfying ¢

4the social instinct. i

d
| b. From the educational standpoint also we would
need to have a community center for much of our educa-i

‘tion is derived from ow association with other people..
W’ |
}Community gatherings make this possible in many ways.

IThis is secured through lectureg, demonstratians, dis-'

b

cussions of various kinds, enflertainments and soclals.

H

t .
"All of these are made attractive and possible by the

- ——— - ——— —p—— — - — r - —
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group spirit and cooperation,.
¢. Then from a moral standpoint the soclal life

is demanded. The social and educational capacities

whith have a longing to be satisfiled, which are natur-

al and necessary for the normal person, must be met if

that person is to be morally-what he ought te be. q
Play and recreation, if rightly supervised and direc-
ted is found to be of the greatest moral value to the
young people. It gives the right outlet for their’
energy and teaches them the principles of cooperationy
ungé2fishness and the like which is so much needed to-
day. Education and the soclal life if rightly con<
ducted are of the greatest moral value to the rual
class. We are morally bound to satisfy the ligitl-
mate longings of the people and to see that these necT

essitites are supplied under the most wholesome direc-

tions ,and influences. I
1
1

I¥. The Place of the Church as a Center to meet these]

Needs.
1.What the early Christian church stood for and I

attempted te do. | i
b

i
1

We quote here at some length from Rauschenbusch,

- - =y

b
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"Christianity and the Social Crisis"”, which gives us

the ldea that the early church was more than merely a
i

plage for worship but it carried on much social work.!
I

Jr

"Christianity was not in the least academic. Its

distinctive quality was the passionate mérel enengy

with which 1t pressed for action. Jesus had put a
new spirit into his followers. That spirit spread !
with a noble contagion and sought expression in a newa
society. The old social }Jife was stubbornly hosttﬁ
to it at some points and lrresponsive at others. ¥ %

Therefore a new soclal 1life had to be created to be the

fit environment for the new spirit. Hence, Whereeveﬁ

K

i

H

To create a new type of soclal organization is always

Christianity came, we sece a new soclety nucleating.

a feat of strength. The hlgher the ideas ghd aspi-<
rations are which the organization embodies, the great-
er is the force neéded to create and maintain the or-L
ganization, Christianity tore down the existing %

barriers with irresistable force and brought men to- |
t

gether by a new principle of saisisfaction, Jews werﬁ

wrench loose from tpeir firm hold on thbtq race and '

%
religion; Greeks from thelr culture and pleasure, and

both joined in a footing of equal{py} Spiritual
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f'ind1V1dual needs. Thegymet for worship in the temple

|

L
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affinity triumphed over thé stirongest bonds that held‘
men together. .
The Churches of the first generation were not
¢churches in our sense of phe wordsi They were not ¥
communitles for the pérformance of common woréhip,’sp?
mu;h, as communities with a common life. They were
soclal communities*ﬁ&thda religious ba8185 A common
religious experilence and hope brught them together, i
but the community life extended to far more:than that;
They prayed together but they also ate together, . ﬁ
had no church buildings but in the homes of their. b

friends. That in itself was an influence against ?
ecclesiasticism and for social intimacy. They were;h

1
democratiecrorganizatiords of plain people. Because"

}
they were separated from all soéiety they had to findg

nearly all of their soclal relations, pleasures and int3

i
terests within the Christian community. How far ]
did this sharing life go?" ' ﬁ

The best illustratlion 1s of those at Jerusalenm.

!
5

"All who became Chrisilans were together and held all
they had fer the common use. They sold their prOperé

*y and goods and shared the proceeds according to their

P

e et —o - - —_———— N
Cr—ames A el % -,
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at Jerusalem, and for thelr meals in thelr homes.

The outflow of this fellowship was &-slmple-hearted |

t

gladness sd they could pralse God and win the good.
will of men. The primitive churches were fraternal

communities. The disciples in Jerusalem had met indh

their homes and had eaten in common. The one act '

which might be called distinctly Christian ritual at -

the beginning, the reminder of the Lord's last meal,, «

U]

was performed in connection with these common meals
and this insured the simplicity of the rits. These%

€ommon meals were so assential, a part of the earliest
f
chubch 1ife that the custom was established wherever

Christianity came. This In‘iﬁself is a strong prooi
that the churches were more than‘oréanizations for woﬁ-
ship. We know f£hat fromh Paul's letter to Il Cor. 11:{
17-34 that the Christians met in the evening, the time

of the chief meal of the day and dined together. It |
1
was a downright meal to which the people came hun-

gry so Paul advised them to get au bite at home to take
n
the edge off their appetites if they were to hungry td

!

wait for one another. t

h

|
It is the outcome of the close investigation whiqh

has been given to this subject in recent years that the

—— = = = - e -
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0

framework of the organization in the primitive churoh;
|

was devised, not for the conduct of worship, nor for .
preaching and teaching, but for the adminmBtration of |

common Life. The first step in organization was
1

the appointment of the Seven at Jerusalem, and they f
were appointed to administer the fraternal help of th?
church with great fairness. It is usudlly been as- |,

summed that these Seven were the first 'deacons'. Ib
Y

now seems more probable that the deacons were a later "
contrivance for the purpose of lending subsldary as~ |

sistance to the bishops, and that the Seven were the %

first Elders. In that case the original purpose ofr
i
the Presbyterate was not teachlng, but organized help-
B
fulness. The bishom of the early centuries were i

first of all greai executive officers. They became !

u

teachers and theologians~when doctrine and theology J

' became gan essential part of church life."

Rauséhenbusch concludes: "If these results of modL

erm higtorical 1lnvestligation are to any extent cor-

r

rect, they furnish a powerful proof of the fact in ear-
ly Christian communties, the administratién of mutual '
helpfulness was a very importamt part of their existence

and that the common life must have extended far beyond
;}
ll
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their common.religious worship. It is now generall§
recognized that this element of mutual help was quite
as strong a factor in the growth 6f the Christian d
movement as the attractiveness of the truth it pre- P
sented.. Harnack justly makes, 'The Goepel of Love
and Charity' one of the chief chapters in his account
of the misslonary expansion during the first three cen-
turtes. Christianity was not purely religlous but al-
50 a democratic and social movement. Or to state |
it far more truly: it was so strongly and tiruly reli-t
glous that 1t was of necessity democratic and socilal |
also,"”

These few extracts from this eminent authority .
show us that when we plead for a church that is a so-ﬁ
cial center we do not advocate anything new but that
we only go back to earliest Chritianity and revive for
the rural people a long forgotten practice.

2. The church today wﬁst be the servant of the en-
tire community. its organized efforts must be such
that they minister to the particular needs of the com;
munity in which it exists. It s our firm convictim

that the church of today must @0 more than merely ad-

't
minister to what is commonly held as the purely reli-y

- - - ———
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gious needs. These religious needs must always hold
i-
a preeminent place in our churches but there is more
13

to life than just our religious nature. The church '
must. be interested in every phase of man's life, Mi?s

Carney, speaking along this line in her book "Country,

.+ Life and the Country School" says, "Perhaps one of th%

first needs in the redirection of the church is a new,
h
definition of religion, certainly a broader and more }

' I.
comprehendive interpretatinn of the term would at least

prove helpful." Cubberly in his recent book "Rural

Life and Education" says, "If the church is to be |

Hi

strong and wield much influence, 1t must labor to build
up the community tather than itself; 1t must look to

the future as. well as to the past and must make of it#

#
self an efficient earthly institutlon if 1t .is to rens

der a real spriitual servicse, The church &s an in-f

. h
stitution needs to study carefully the rural life prob-
i

lem end to plan a program ef usefulness along educa-
tional and soclalogical lines.  Unless this 1s done s
the church will bear little relation to a living com=,
punity and its influence on the young will be small ;
and ite mission of moral and religious leadership wili
soon be_forggétgn." Wilsop wh9*p§;h§b§*has writteé

]
r

|

e o
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as much as anyone along thils line and who has studied
it carefully makes the following statement'in the ]
"Evolution of the Country Community", "The needed tear
ching of our time is that of the organlzed community.r
Christian people and all oth?rs must be interested in
coﬁmunity bgtterﬁent. Thef must be taught to recogT
nize é¢learly the bounds of thelr community. They |
must come to realize Bo%w fully their own lives and the
lives of their children, friends and kindred are spené
in that little environment. They must make of it %
republic to be ruled in sanitary respects, in all mat{
ters of beauty and 1in the recreative life, im the i%L
terests of developing personality and.the unfolding o%

social life. In the service of this little republic

. the influence of the church will be the dominating el%-

= =

~ e e —

ment. If Christian churches are not the community |
centerg then new churches will arise., Thls great
task will be done." "The Country Life Commission

Report" speaking of the place™of the church, "The

time has arrived when the church must take a larger

'

leadership both as an institution and through its pas-

¥

tor in the social organization of rural life. The ru-

rual church must be more completely than now a Christ-

3+

e et ——t - - - - —_
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tilan soclal center. The poet has said,

1

!

3

|

| .
I New occasions teach new duties ¥
r Time makes ancient good uncouth."
|
|
i
]
|
i
|

Gill and Pinchot in the "Country Church" say, "The '
© church does not exist for itself, it is an agency for
the service of social needs and must not, be considered

ag 1f it stood alone." Bricker points out in "Sol-|

i

Pt

virg the Church Problem" "The Church mist do more !

» than hold Sunday School and have preaching service E

|
once every two weeks, The church must be made a real

——

social centre in the rural community. It should take

—m——

! the lead in work and recreation and should ever strive

for the practical betterment of the people in the comj
munity. The church to win men mugt be social and take

)
an interest in theu. There are poor people in nearly
ll

"
"

p every community who ought to be reached by the church.

I
Rl

» The gquestion ohght not to be 'How much can they pay

b
;
!
;:toward the expense fund, but of how much of help and
’iinspiration can the church bring to them?'”

! 3. It is very evident today that the church must '
iminister to the whole man and not Just to one phase of|
%the life the Creator has given him. Our churches, |

) to a very large extent in the past have been built with

-ionly the ldea of worship and the idea of service is not

d y

I
i
i
"
!

i
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] 4
ﬂat all manifest in the design of the bullding. Often
1 the ruml church ls an oblong one-room affair without

!
]the sign of anything which helps towards the service |
b
I

"of the community. People will attend and support an
‘iInstitution in proportion that it is of service to them
!their family and friends. So we must see to it thati
iwe have an adequate bullding where all the needs of the
people can be met. Our churches must have a beauti-'

H

r ful place of worship but there must be a placd also

| where men can meet and discuss the problems which con-:
‘lz front them and their community. Where the husband and
Lwiﬂe and their children éan come and enjoy the best kiﬂ
,Of entertainment, where they can hear the problems of L

;the day discussed, where the boy and the girl can playh

pand where the young can meet in wholesome socilal rela-f
s
;tions. Bricker says in regard to this, "The average

I
1

?country church and its building are fifty years be-

Ihind the time and are wholly inadequate to serve the

o}
community. We do not use the cradle. to harvest our
f o
'grain why use o0ld church equipment to take care of the

_greatest community assetn, the people,"
!
i
“their responsibility in regard to the young people.

- —_ - =

4, Our rural churches must awake more to realize
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The country today is suffering because often the best,
. i
strongest and most efficient young people leave the |

country. This deprives the country 6R what it is {

in most néed of today, efficient leadership. Gilletts
in "Constructive Rurual Socidogy" on this points says,
"The most serilous effect of the shifto‘%opulation from'

country to city 1s invdlwved 1n the loss of leadership

sustained by rural communitles."™ He says further,

"The drift to the city constitutes a fact in evidencei
of country social hungder. While we must rememeber ;
that the fundamental forces or conditions which transj
fer population from country to city are of an economic

nature, yet there is a large consclous element in the

shape of desires and cravings after the pleasures. and

|
l
I
satisfactions which are supposed to arise from the L
. b
soclal solldarity and associational opportunities of-r

B i
fered in urban aggregations. A meeting in the corn-- .
. I

béit was called to discuss the conditinns of the counI

try life of this region. Being asked why they de311
red to move to town, the answer was 'to secure good k

i4

1
l;
{

school facilities, to escape bad roads and isolation,
to secure church privileges and to be able to enjoy

social advantages.,’ In other words the country life
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was successful oniy on 1ts business side, and a satis;?

TR oT e

gfying rural sockty has not developed. The town was f
|

- a center of interest. The country was not sufficien?
t

I
funto itself as a permanent place of abode, Fronm’ re-
%plies to questionaires sents to college students in

E 1

rthe East and West 1is found corroborative evidence of

I‘

t

il B
IIt,he statement that country life is considered barren F

¥ f

'by those who are turning from it to fit themselves ford

ranother sphere." Facts like these reveal the 1mperae;
) :
{tive demarid for a more adequate sociallized life of the,
I,

country. Clubs for boys and glrls are as necessary '

1

in the country as in the city. Beside clubs cover- |

tlng particular interests as corh-clubs, camera-clubs, i

Enature study, Bible study, organizations alke the Boys
\ d
'Scouts, Cemp Fire Girls, Knights of King Arthur, end |

H

(Pioneer Girls can be and should bg%ostered and super=- "

lvised by adults. Bythe employment ef such sociallzing
iagencies country life will become more atttactive and

I.‘c.he siren song of the city will not sound half so sweeﬂ
r

to our rural youth. Bricker in solving "The Country'
'l
|Church Problem"” notes ah ebstacle that is often met 1n|

the rural section. "0ft times there are in rural com-

|munities good Christian people Who love the church sud‘

— e e
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premely and who love God devoutly who cannot see the
| importance of relating the social 1ife of the young
people to the life of the chuw ch. Some argue that tﬂe
church was made for worship aﬂd that alone, They vig&
orously oppose every move made in the direction-Of se-
cial improvement on the ground - .that the church will beh

come worldly; and every year many young people drift a

|
|

!]way and are forever lost to the church because of the
f:failure of the church to realize “fts social mission.

If the church cheerfully recognizes that play is a

1
part of life, takes the lead in reorganizing this and |
P .
, takes the lead 1n providing this, the chances are that |
1t will be quite as good as it otherwlse would and al-l

‘so that the church will get a stronger hold on the youﬁ-

) ger peoper of the community. Neighborhood recreatig1
1 -

Iof some sort is the imperative demand and the local

|
, ghurch may well enlarge its ministry by furnishing it..

L
The rural church should do thls without apology and

i

ﬁwith agssurance that 1t is working inside of its.own
ﬁappointed mission."”

| 5. We must not only look afteé the welfare of the .
Jchiléren and the young people but there is another

ngroup that needs the attentlon of the church and that
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is the group which takes in the wives and the mothers.

Therr 1ives in general have not been varied enough.

h

It has too often been one of monotonous toiid. The

tural delivery and the telephone have been of some
help, but often the teLéphone is now used were visits

once took their pkace and the country woman has lost
I

by not meeting her neighbors face to face and thus not

l!
receiving the benefit which comes from the personal

H
touch. Carney in the CCountry Life and Country
School® contends "Social, educational and cultural

conditions have improved greatly in farm homes 1n'the;

!

last decade, but are even.yet far from whzbimight be |

enjoyed. There are still too many homes where the
local newspaper represents the chief literary contact%
with the world; where neighborhood gossip, petty 1if %
not malicious is the chief topic of consersation; andL
where the guestionable party or dance and the Saturda£
trip to town represents the rural social divergence. i
In too many farm homes even in this day of rich.varie%
opportunty, money is the god of life and drudgery 1tsF
constant companion. The necessity of reducing drui
gery in the farm home can not be too strongly emphasiﬁgi

Ne other sipgle 1issue has more bearing upon rural de~

- — . -— B e SRS

-
!
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rpletion and the general farm problem. The difficultm
;here is not so much of decreasing the Quantity of 1abon
hsince this cannot be done beyond a certain limlt, as of
rsecuring increased returns from the amount of energy
iexpended." The church can be a might factor in
'bringing about better aund more modern equipment in the&
home . The women need to come together to hear lec-~
tures on home improvement, labor-saving devices, the !
?value of more time to develop the cultural side of thel
“ngtumeAw%ere they can exchange ideas and thoughts. The
.men have this opportunity afforded them by the nature
ﬁof their position but the community must make this a
1'possibri.lirc,y for the women in order that they may be a

officlent factor in all of the community affairs. We |

; \
need to strive with all of our power to give the Womenﬁ

e e b e m

|of the rupdl sections more leisure to develope their
[social and educational faculties in order that the mong-

"tony and isolation may be removed and that the liome
I _ !
may become happier and more énjoyable for all of the L
Loccupants. The church can furnish the place for thef
ll

isocial clubs, exhibits, demonstrations and furnigh spe-

Is
Hcialists in all fields to tell how the home life may be,.

rlmproved and how the women can assist 1In the uplift an%

Il

|



224 !

betterment of the community.

6. The vestry of -a church might well be the place |

1
y
]
! where the people of the entire community might meet far

i
r various purposes. Is there any reason why our rura%

| churches should not have their doors open seven days

3

"a week? Why have a building and only use it for two
ll
or three services a week when we might be using it dal-

Fly for the uplift of the community?  "The Country Life
i Commisgsion" points out most clearly that the rural .
i

people need to know much more in regard to, "better

. farming, better living, better business" in order to

‘come into their proper inheritance. Is not the church

a fit center where these things can be dlscussed and :

made plain to the people who are anxlous for this know-

t

" lege? Gillette, speaking of particular demands of

the country says, "farm management, crop and animal L

production, farm machinery, construction and: arrange-
‘of
ment of bulldimgs, appreciation $hé convenlences ard

[
,utilities on the farm and in the home, and an under- |
h
, standing of the conditioms of cleanliness and health, l

{

I.anc:'i an inculcation of i1deals of taste and beauty are
I

"some of the prominent subjects which demand attention.

!

, Good farming, good homes and good neighborhoods are L

o em o mm m——— T e e e o ——
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! I
’ dependent on thelr comprehendicn, The. problem is to

I;get these things understood by the masses. -All agen-.
|

!
cies now at work---Agricultural Colleges; United States
. Departmeht of Agrituulture, Agricultural high schools:
i
experiment stations, extensional work, and farmers' in?

stitutes—-~-are hardly touching the masses. Only an |

' occasional fermer and farmer's son gets the light."
b

a

‘the church a center for all the activities of all the

1
+

Rev, McNutt, who for twelve years has been making

ipeople and who has made a striking success has this toi
offer as his experilence. “The comhingling of country%
people at the church center may be made a real stimulus

to many kinds of practical service which will hslp to .

[
‘make ruraldom a new earth. Lessons will not be assigned.

i

]and recited, perhaps, and studies completed as in schoﬂ.
Fbut many beginnings will be made through these church

ract1v1ties that will be completed in. the. home, the
1

,8chool, or college, in years to come, beginnings in b

Jscbntific study, mugdc, home making, better farming,

‘more intellectual and constructive ditizenship, aesthet—
I

'ie tastes, home and rural sanitation, better business,
better living, better schools, world-wlide evangeliza- !

|
ttion, and what not. Everythlng indeed that pertains

S M —— —— ——————
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'Ifull of people that gloat over their personal salvatiaon,

- e - - s - [ -

u 240
uto the needs and welfare of a rural community, may find

,Substantial encouragement in a live soclal center couan'
|
Lchurch." '

|
i

I He goes on further to express his experience as to

iwhether it will make the church irreligicus or not. u
|
I"’I't, 1s nonsense to say that these social activities )

lcentering in the country church will detract from re-

"ligion and lead to worldliness. They produce %he opv

'posite reaults as has been demonstrated in many social:
1service churches. Soclial service tends to gilve life

1and reality to religion. The fact that so many com-'

1

imunity boys break away from the church in the teen age ;

lshows that there is something gseriusly wrong with the}
i

imethods employed in our country churches. This ac-

Fcounts‘for the scaréity of men in many churchgs-—-the ¢

Eboys are not held. "

People are saved to serve, They are not only

saved from something but to domething. The church is

;Who at the same time have not the least interest in sa-

?ﬁng anybody else. Church life and business is bound

f
lxo become insipid and drag when the gospel of soclal
L

iserv:.ce is not preached along with the gospel of salva

= = e e o ————— — -
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I l
F tion and where Christian people are not #ained to co-I

| operate and lend themse}ves to the good of all the comF

i runity. ATpower of any kind 1s useless unless it is ;
k3
lEharnessed to some worthy object or task. A saved *

iz
|
|

man is of lititle use in the kingdom until he becomes

active in saving others and in’ transforming the com-

munity where he lives,"

7. The quotatilon shows at once the benefit of come
li' i
ing together to discuss the problemjof the community =

I
branching out to wider fields. Cooperation is the ore

great need of the farmer today as is pointed out by !

,‘Plunkett in "The Rural Problem of the United States®, &

! "The Country Life Commission" and practically all who
3 .
thave looked into the problem. Gillette remarks, "by,

h
;means of association cooperative activities are pro-

moted. A coming togelher for purposes of planning,

?discuséion, an organization is found to be quite nec-
| .

I
}

I’

Il essary. The greatest industrial and commercial or-

l'getniza.'c,fl.ons of our time are promoted by meeting toge- !
; '
kther o%ignterested for advice and formulation. Lesse

tassociations and organizations best exist and prosper |
|

¥ when people meet from time to time to talk things oven.

'a
fThey generate the iniative and personal interest as well

- - —— — e o e - - - +
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1
! as the understanding which promotes them."

f

" "By means of associational intercourse the cul- !
b i
t tural process is expanded. and intensified. Contact1

fibetween people has always been found necessary to accﬁL
;‘mulation. Prowincialism is broken down by migration
t
i

and social mixture. Prejudices are dissipated. I--II

i
"

!|deas are multiplied and made to do service as againstl

1’the few. Suggestions take root and grow. Better

i B
?Zways of thinking and acting come to light. The bri-.

;ghter minds lead and edugcaté the more backward. - Some%
f o4 i
h thing of the elwation of the larger views become the
y heritage of all. Were a district ceases to be a mer%

]
icollection of householders and rises to the dignity of
, the commurtty, it becomes alive; and the monotony of th?

hcountry life becomeé largely a thing of the past. r
f One achievement fosters another and unexpected poten- !

Ftialities are awékened. We need the stimulation of )
our kind for our dwn betterment." E
é The Survey of Indiana issued by the Board of Homel
EMissions of the Presbyteriah Church has this to gay i
ifor cooperation, "We recommepd that this cooperating |
I‘spirit be organized as discipline of the whole people

f
in order that its fruits may be reaped 1in the churches.

— oy

i ;-
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ual conditlen of +the people. Therefore, the coopera;

:i The Master will not have a church that belies a spirit-
i

tive system must be organized in the business affairs'

@ of Indiana. Especially among farmers is cooperatioA

I needed. Among them and their economic assoclates a f

b i
' cooperatlive system of doing business should be organi-

u

v zed, It is recommeded here as a discipline suited to
'ithe spiritual needs of a divided people who ame at war
+with one another in business, competing in banking, 1
disagreezngiz1social life, while great commercial com-}

!

Ibinations explolt them. When farming becomes co-

b operative the farmer will prosper, his institution will

4 [}]
Qbe supported and the leaders will b2 themselves far-

‘mers., The cooperative system of indugtry applies

| to ‘the business of the farmer, to the buying of machin1
d
“cry of of feed or of fertilizer, to the selling of far?

“produce, fruit or milk products, It has two essenthﬂ

b

jfeatures and one necessary ally. First, the coopera-

~— e

Etive system is a combination in whlech each man has a E
!vote, however large or small his share 1n the business;
FSecondly, the cooperative system distributes profits !
after iInterest is paid on borrowed money,according to J

tthe contribution of each man in produce or labor, to

" — —_— e . = - o e —_
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the business or the amount of goods purchased. And
thirdly, a business among farmers on such democratic
control, sharing its profits according to the businesg
done, will succeed only as it is supported by a coop-i
erative spirit. This is the place of the church, whmse
function is spiritul, The ally of ‘the cooperative '
grain elevator should be the federated church, for th%
cooperative association will train men in working, 1
and the church once united will hold men loyal to their
neighborhood and community." ?

In a similar report from Ohlo it has this to off%?
"Cooperation among farmers will be the way, and there;
is no other way by which they shall maintain them-
ae;ves in the c ountry. The present independent econo?
mic and social life, by which each man works for him-!
self, will be the death of the American stock as a !
farming population. We can only hope and pray and 1
teach thet the farmerswork together. As the wants
of country people with growing intelligence they will .
come in contact with an ever higher wall of necessity,
and two alternatives alone are left.  Either to sell

and leave the country, or remain in the country and

cooperate. It .is fundamental to maintaining of an

- - - - - B S
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, American stock on the land. The country church X
needs a full development of the Protestant organization
It needs not so much an eccentric or peculiar treatmeq;
' as a normal development of the church., Country peq-
, Ple need a good organization. No matter where thqy£
have it, the result is the same.  Something to hold
them together, create a sound socilal life, to teach i
| the principles of cooperatlion, mental obedience and :
! the subordination of one to another and to keep a liv;
; the ldea of self-sacrifice 1n the interests of a fLarge.
, whole and a great purpose---this is the need of the
« country.” In summing up the whole matter they offep
, this which seems the right thing, "We recommed, thereJ
'fore, to ministers and church officers that the church

" of whatever denomination, must be made the center of a
1

]'the interests of the community. In the language of |

hHenry Wallace 'Unless the country church resolves that'

l' it will be a community church rather than a denomina- f
1

;tional church 1t will nét make very much progress.
'In doing community service the country church is get- 3
ting back to the teaching of the Master. In buildingd
}barrica@eg from material not quarred out of the Rock

of Zion to defend 1tself against other churches, it iSE
hca - - - = - ]'

[ -

h
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1

4 getting away from the teachings of the Master and doeJ

| not deserve to prosper'."

" Cooperation will never succeed until it 1s based ¢
il
; on the idea of brotherhood and this is what the church{

§1stands for and with a sufficient and well trained lea=

.l

' dership the church as the center mn and ought to lead |

|
forth in this beneficial and necessary movement. Anj

derson in "County Town" has this to say for the churc
"The community needs nothing so much as a church to ins-

terpret life, 1o plead for the common interests, to in{

]
i culcate unselfishness, neighborliness, cooperation ; toi
, uphold ideals ahd to stand for supremacy 6f the Spirits,
i

. In the readjustment of the times, the country church

—~—z—y

' has suffered; but if in its sacrifige it has learmed 4
H . . {.
: to serve the community, it lives and will live.,” !

4 8. Perhaps some may think that we have emphasizedj
d

. what may seem to them the things which are not really
l

i peligious and have laid too much stress on the socihl

and economlc side of life, Whille this may seem to ?

: ‘

, b€ the case yet that is the thought furtherest from ;
1

l . . 'l

our mind. We have stressed these t$hings in order %

‘ l

!

|
it that they may become religlous ln reality. In the

!

ksight of Jesus there is nothing secular but all things}
] . - — - )
" L
! l
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v are sacred. It has béen our athm to point out the
f;place of the church in making the whole of life Chris-
'tlan. We hdld that o 46 this the church must be the

1 place of vision and inspiration., In order to accom-.
h

‘plish this to the desired end it must have an interest
» . ;
"in every phase of life. The comtry church, with the:

M
Ll

lpastor as 1lts leader should be the 1lnspirer and pro- h

Imoter of the deepest and profoundest Christian life. |
3 L
{For religion lies at the basis of all well-being phys-"
) f
vical, mental and spritual. If the moral and religilols
i

;teaching of the church is lacking, corruption, disinte~

1

"gration and decay take place in rapild succession. . r

'We maintian that the church is the one institution . -

]!

*above all others which has it within its power to in- '
#spire life to rise to higher levels.  The clurch mus{
fpoint out the religious values of recreation, of sani-
]taion, of better roads, of fellowsthip and a socializqgt
rcommunity. The church must point out that.humanityi
:15 the community's greatest assét and that it is op- f

t

iposed to everything which does not 1ift people so that.
! !

'they can live a happiler and more useful life.. Whether
Ethat evlil be in the form of selfishness and individual=-

t

rism, unsanitary conditions, neglected childhood, isola<
l |
. | r
l
|

—_ S - - W =
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- U

Ition and loneliness, overworked women and mothers, too
Iglong hours of labor, neglected education, bad roads,
‘poor farming, neglected resources, poor homes or sin

'"in a man's heart. . The church mist show that reli-

ibe lived in life. The church must always set forth h
lthe ideals of life as Jesus would have the individual ;
Llive it. It must show that 'the materials things of F

hlife-are only a means to an end, and not an end in them-
h o
%selves, that they are transient and fleeting, but that
| ) R
‘we are to make the most profitable use of them so that'

h

,they may be an assistance to building up the spiritual%
;in man which is the eternal and a biding. As the coun
try church spire points high above all the surrounding?

‘builldings in country and village, so must the churchés

'!

tteachings and precepts show pepple the higher and bet=-,

1

ter way of life which eventually leads to life ever-
!1asting. ’

III., The Relation of the Church to other possible '
i

Social Centers. K
4

In looking over the problem of the church in rela-

|
"tion o other possible social senters we find there are |
i

- - - —




$of the affairs carried on in the line of clubs, socle-
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t

itwo other possibilities. These are the school and

the parish house or communlty center building. The |

Qlatter igs the more preferable term, to our mind, if the
1

.center 1is a building apart from the church or .shool.

. >
E 1. In our reading and investigation we find a
rcommunity house or social center is of quite recent
PdeveIOpment and is yet in the stage of experiment. Tﬁs

"kind of a center necessitates a board of’ control or
}

'directors which have complete control of the affair
;and thus at once wé can see that 1t can be used for J
tgood or evil. Herein to our mind lies & serious -ob-|
;jection. A center that is a purely public affair is |
:very 1iable to0 be rather easy going on what the nature i
1
|
i

ties, recreation and general amusements shall be.
; This kind of a center has the advantage of being h
fmore public than the church and may reach a larger num7
"ber of the people in the community. Its usefulness i
gand helpfulness will depend largely on its secretary. ‘
?One of these parish houses "Built under the direction '

‘of and owned by the Congregational Church of Wibeau, ,

Montana, ig to be at the disposal of the public, Tp-~

}l respective of church afflliation or lack of affiliation.
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2It is designed to be a community center for social lifé

.open to all residents of the town and surrounding counT
A
try as well as the transient population.” The minis

_ter is secretary of the institutiom and it is contolled
by a board of directors. In examining the proposedl
work as outlined we think the pastor has teoomuch to do
f
E

?and there is not enough time left for the real work of:

)
“the pastorate. "
I

Another center,which is purely a community cen-

1
D

[
ter, 1s what is known as the "Tamalpais Center, Kent-!

gfield, California, which is on a large scalse. It hasg

ltwenty-one trustees, eight of whom are directors. They
I Y
have a fime building and a large plot of land for a '
5 .
“ball park and a race track. The article in "Rural

[
P

3
1l

1Manhood“ of September 1911 says this in regard to the
1people they are trying to reach "The people we are af-?
hter are not the poor for there are few such in the com;
Emunity, but the tolerably well to do." Judging fromy
ﬁthe guite lengthy article the religlous side is of secd
ondary importance. The nearest church or Sunday Schaqol
'lies in the town or villages adjacent "So that KentfidM
lis peculiarly deficient in this respect”. The arti-
cle indicates that sociability and recreation are the

-< — - —_—
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5

:prominent features about it. Here is a danger with ai
’

l

'public community house, that it is not tied up with |

1

} _.

Pany church thus old and young are separated from the
i

 church ,instead of b®Xag drawn to 1t. It has @&
\ :

| tendency to set the church off as something apart :
t

1from the everyday affairs of life and i1s not the common

3]

‘meeting place but rather the exceptional place.
m J
2. The school in many places, is serving as the

Tcommunity center. It has come to this position largely

I
,because the church has not seen her opportunity and al=
'so because of the lack of church leaders. So few of .

%our rural churches havé resident pagstors and without
l ]

fthem there can be no efficient church. The school I

‘has the advantage of being a democratic center, for it

Fs a building bullt by the people and for the people, 1

b
and has served admirably, where the building has been
constructed for that purpose with adequate equipment. .

P

:The conténtion i1s that the school is gemerally the best
1

and most avallable agency in the local community for in
| ‘ 1
ftroducing and instituting immediate progress. By ree

}
?on of its peculiar effective position the school can

‘react upon the home life, point out the necessity of

i

éood farming, care of soil, good housing, teach the neo~

o
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1
"-essity and benefit of better roads, further church |

w’ \J i
"’ }.progress and point our the need and benefit of cooper-

1jation and see that it becomes a reality in the communi-

I

» " Quarters, for Tectures, discussions, entertainments, v

(R A It may make the general assumbly rdéom the head-

and all phases profitable to ﬁhral life.

No matter whichf%lace may be the center, the
' church and the school must supplement one andher.
;Pastor and teacher should sebk*to-éooperate in—every
?way possible. It is very probably that often thd
“school willl have some equipment that the church can
,use and vise versa. The people must be made to re-
qalize that both school and chmrch are not for any spe-~
“cial group but that both are for the use of the people
hin the community. Denominational lines muét vanish

more and more in our rural sectlons and we must all

runite hands for humanity's sake and for the kingdom of

i
1

| , ,
Christ and not for the glory of any one denominstion.

3. The church as-a~séclial center has been a suc!'-‘-l

4
' cess where it has had adequate leadership. Leadership,
leadership,_this is the crying need of the hour. Lea~
: !.w dership ability is obtained by preparation and experi- -
ence., Preparation costs money and if there 1s to be
|

+
1
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vefficient leadershlp the country people must realise

1

that they have a part to play in obtaining 1it. They

tmust not expect to have the pastor make all of the

sacrifices, I am confident there are men in our

‘colleges and seminaries who are willing to' give thelir 1
flife to this field and all they ask is that they have,
E'*!;he,- cooperation of the peeple and an adequate income .L
rcommensurate with their needs, so that they can work

at their tasks in-stead of working at a side issue in
iorder that they might live.

»  We coming more and more to the conclusimn as to

‘whether church, school, or community house is to be th%

‘center, is not a general problem and'always comes down i

i
to a local and specific case. Your local conditions

and material on the ground will largely determine which
1t shall be. If there is no center at all we see noh
‘reasonwhy ;he church should not be the center and have
'the equipment and facilities §5r that purpose under oneE
roof., The stock illustration of this is the Presby~
:terian church at Plainfield, Illinois where the entire "
gsocial 1ife of the people has found the church the idesl

'ecenter for everyone in the community, both Protestant

i
iand Cath011c e
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[

The Presbyterian Board'of'Hbme Missions have

p——

fmade extensive surveys in various parts of the Unlted
h

. States in regard to the rural conditions. Thege

R

Esurveys which we have read recommend the church to be
hthe best center. While the admission has not always

h

ﬁbe open in so many words, yet the tendency is 1in that
q
1direction if we read them rightly. The reasonsg are ,
't

, these to our mind. . !
}

| a. It is under the suprvision of one man or group of:
‘ 1

men who are anxious to connect all of life in every

i

. 1
' phase, activity and interest with the spiritual side of:
i .
}the people
E b, If our center ig in the church we get old and yogné
it L

'to come there for their recreation, social lifee and

, L
educationd’'life. You tie them up to the church so *

ithey desire to comé to the more distinctly religious
;service. This to our mind 1s of the greatest impor--if

! 1

i .

,tence and to us the strongest argument for the center
i

ﬁin the church. Here the pastor can meet them in B

I thier business problems, their play life and in fact inf

|
rall of ‘their interests and thus a bond of fellowhsip

‘-
1the greatest value. With the church as the center

1 - P - _— o T
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1t is not an isolated affair it comes to fit in as a

necessary factor of thelr life. It seems to be a
d
I

step 1n the right direction to do awey with the erron-

Eeous idea of the distinctiom between the secular and

. the religious. In the sight of God it is evident "
tH . "
Ithat he desires the éntire life and that all of its "

.
u

i g
;activitiss be rightecus and godly. Cubberly makes !

: |
« this point, ‘When the church awakens to the realizatiop

of her opportunitles as ‘has been done in a few places l

"1t stands almost first among the institutions of so~- ﬂ

' J
i'ci.e’c.y for the upbullding of the community and the im- ¢

hproving of the moral tone. Once the church held sucﬁ

|
12 place by natural right; today it can hold it énly bya

isuccessful competion,” Gill and Pinchot in "The |
Country Church" have this to Bay for the church, "With'
1the present depleted country populetion and the digsine/

|
clination of the farmer to combine even for his own

Egood the organizing and strengthening of life on ‘the
lfarm will be difficult. Without the help of the

i

‘church that difficulty will be multiplied many times "

1
i

Pfor in the country life there 1s no other agency which!
Ecan £ill its place. Under church leadership, succes%-
qul cooperatlon in production and marketing of crops, h

I

1. - —_ - = . FUR -

]
{
}
1

) |
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in buyying supplies and in mllling and bahking, has been

!
. brought about in certain localitles outside the town

!

L.counties, when without the religious motive it would |

h apparently have been 1lmpossible, The Scotch-Irish
Presbyterians and Pennsylvania Germans are gaid to be

the only Protestant’ churches not effected by the de-
n

a cline of country life and this 1s due becaunse of thor-
| ough cooperation to create and maintain effective ego-
i’nomic organizationg in the open country."” Ashen-

Fhurst in "The Day of the Country Church" remarks, "In ,
i 3
, & speclal way the church is responsible for the soctal

+1life of the parish. It rests upon the rock element

g in human soclety. It has a vital relation to the ple?e
) l
rsures and enjoyments of the people, both old and young4

,The church must not become so highly socialized that !
nit cannot maintain its peculilar office as a spiritual v
tcenter of the community; it may not become a real so- i
cial club, yet it should regard the social life of chel

'community as as 1mportant sphere of its: service,"

1
t

’The Country Life Commission®” says this of the church

I"The forces and institutions which make for the moral=-
| "
Fity and spiritual ideals among the rural people must be

%energized. We miss the heart of the whole problem if

i o - ) ) I
1 _ |

I d



P

K "y

41.

I
'iwe meglect to foster personal character and neighbor-

' r
; hood righteousness. The best way to observe ideals

i for public and private conduct is to build up the in-

I stitution of religion. The chwrch. has great power of

j'leadership; The whole people shomld understand this.|

|1t s vitally important to stand behind the rural |
I

| church and help it to become a great power in develOpj

|

iiing concrete country life ideals. It is especlially -
L

| important that the country church recognize that it

i has a social repponsibility to the entire community

'as well as a religilous responsibility to its own group
i
 of people.”

!: There is no other institution which the country
i

B
.needs to be more interested in and which should receiv§

h 1
i'more thoughtTul considerations than our churches, It

"we let our bulwark of morality, vision and 1nsp1rationy

;lag and decay we have taken out the fundamental stone E
' !
hof soclety. Thas we need to broaden 1ts scope so P

hthat it will meet the needs of our day and thus do the|

-

lwork our Master expects of it.

] i
b
IV, The Country and the City Churches Contrasted.,

51

)
j
1 1. The churches in the city have long since seen

the need of the church as a social center and haye ate.
4

™
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¢ tempted to make it so. Some have succeeded very

h
p well indeed. In the c¢city the church as a center has{

b the advantage of the compact populdtion and distance !
M|
l‘:7.3 largely eliminated by the paved street and the

lstreet. car service. Yhile in the rural sectlons the-

{population 1s somewhat scattered and the problem of i

" distance and poor roads are obstanles which the city

4

. does not face.

I
k
#
t
i

L

' 2, From the viewpoint of financing the proposi- i
i

h
h tion our investigation has led us to believe that there
1 .

)
i
4
{]

Eis not much difference, takhg things on the whote.,
iIn general 1t is admitted that it 1s more difficult toh
qget the farmer to let go of his money for he does not H
jin general deal with vast sums and much of his wealth °
'has come by hard labor, while in the city there are a '
 numbédr who are capitalists but you have a great group |}

.who 1live near the povery ine and cannot contribute

%
i
1
{
{
'

.much. In both places the task is to get the people i
- pducated up to the point where they all realize that i
{ * ¥
it is an imperative need and a good investment. In |

}

many sections of our country, and specially in the Mid+

'dle west, the country has to face the problem of the :

"tenant farmer with the city landlord. The tenant is b

s - _— = e £

T

§
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transient, for on the average putting it conservativel

qhe moves once every two years and the estimate is that

f
.we have in the United States from 33 to 37% of tenent .

d . |
]population, which at once -makes a serious situation. .

}The tenant does not have enough local interest to tie

‘himself up to the problems and help solve them, Also.

3
i

1

¥

l

\

! [
¥

i

b

1

roften his economic condition 1s such that he cannot

rcontribute very extensily. Then there is the land-

hlord who has moved to ¢ity to educate his childre%n%o

- ol

I

1enjoy himself. This group is hard to interest and
?cooperate with in public Iimprovementsd. 1In general they

.are not very enthusiastic along the lines of improve- {

ﬂment for they have been content on the farms with just%

L 1

the mere necessities and do not favor public improve- p
hment on what seems to them a lavish scale. In the city

ras in the country it is a matter of education but the
1

fcity is educated up to the needs a little more than l
] .

jthe rural section., i

. 3. On the question of leadership 1t would appear

&that the city has the lead. Many of those who receive
hHigh School and college training find their way to the'
clty and make it thelr palce of abode. While they

|
Levidently are there yet the city church has the task of

W e = e - = - I

R


make.it

e e

i
— - e ——

= 44, v

i finding them and keeping them on the job. Down town !

' 1
h churches especially are troubled with the transient "

ﬁpopulation which 1s a difficult problem for them.

%While,the ¢ity church has people who are more or less .

‘efficlent in intellectual matters, 1t has a task of

itraining them for the particular church work. While}

i
,in the country it is admitted that it is sadly lackingi

4in leadership, yet there are tlose who can be trained |

: o
,in course of a few years. There are not so many things

!to attract the rural people and if they once see the |

i

rneed of thelr services and their value it will go a

"long ways 1n preparing and obtaining leadership.

i
i
. !
'Also with the present emphasis on the consolidated ;
»8chocl and the courgse of study that will educate them ]

: {

i
%for the rural life %nstead of away from it, the coun=-

H "

itry church seems to have a new day before it. !

1

i
4.,We Have pointed out‘above at some length the need"

ijof a rural center and.it is evident that there is_cer-ﬁ

tainly a place for it as much so as in the city if not

f

rmore. In the cities there are vakions other kinds of

Ir -

lcommunity centers while in the country theresare few, .
h

}The clty must hold Wwhat whe has and be more aggressive..

The country must. press forward and built adequate centers
= -~ =. - - = = -
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i
i‘i to take care of the needs of the rural peoples. In

i "

" this day of moderm improvement a suitable building, ;
"with all the needed fixtures can be built in the coun-h
.:try and here again the city has no monopoly on the

ématter. There is an old saying "where there is a

1

{

|

'

|
will there is a way", and what ruraldom needs is to ge%

:

Ethe will and this will go a long distance in bringing
i
i about the necessary material to make the idealized cen=

iters, realities.

| 5. Our conclusion iz that as we compare and con= ;
|

Ftrast the rural and the city churches, both have their
lI -
Yagsets and liabilities. The city 1s farther advanced,

,in the constructién of their builldings to meet the

t

needs of a center. The city has learned the art of ,
ﬂCOOperation which the rural people in general hame not

developed to a very great degree of efficlency, but I
1

gwhich 1s receiving thoughtful consideration by an ever'
qincreasing nunmber. While in 'the matter of finances !
I ana leadership both have their difficulties, but as thL

;task unfolds itself as something worthwhile and peoplel
h

bocome to realize it as a place where they can invest 1

“ 'their talents in such a manner that. they will bring ad

equate returns in the uplifting of the community and
[ _— i
:@ "
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jthat it is a part of the Master's kingdom, both will
;be forth coming. Each have their own particular =
;problem, but the country needd the church center as

imuch as the city‘if not more and we must have a falth

{
{
[

Ithat will give us a courage to surmount the present dif~

L .

rficulties in the rural sections so that we will build |
]

adequate buildings and train up an efficlent leadership

:to meet the needs. 1

i
V. General Conclusions.
~
1.0ur general concluslon is that there is a crying

‘need for some adequate social centers in the rural sgec-

stions. ¥

H
]

. 2. The church today under adequate leadership can’
! "
'fill the need of a community center for what 1s needed

|today is a place where the people can get a vision and?

fan inspiration and this the church must give if she 1sf
to maintiain her position. The quesﬁion of suf~
ificient leadership is the one which demands our atten-
ltion in order that ruraldom may reach its rightful in-
Lheritance.

-t i —

F 3. While there are several possibilities for a
1 . I

!

srural center, it apgegpg_}hat#;he church in the_pgesgqt;
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"stage of rural dévelopment can best meet the needs, 1fé

!she has resident leadership. The ideal to our mind »

{

‘would be the Community House for this throws the whode
responsibility back on the people wheie it rightly be=
| longs and is. the most democratic. The people of the

"entire community must see that each one has a respon~ *

|
%ibility in regard to the religious and social 1ife of |

the group. But we must remember that we cannot reach
|

d

.1lgitimate means to reach our ldeal by what seems most
| 1
'‘beneficlal and useful for the community in its present

the ideal at one one bound. Hence let us use every

4

stage of development. !

it

4, In contrasting city and country both have ad-
vantages and difficulties but the need of*community

‘center is so urgent and necessary in nearly every ruraﬂ

.section that we must meet it even thoggh‘there are some
: B
difficulties in the way in the form of economics and

Finadequate leadership. If we begin to work these dif
fiéddlties wlll vanish, as they have in the places wherg
1the people have the vision. So let us take courage

I
and heed the words of one who never let obstaclesvdimt
:his vision’nor opposition hinder :his purpose. Then ¢
"Let us not be weary in well doing for in due season .?

we shall reap if we faint not."” : \



