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| THE INSPIRATION OF ST PAUL.

|

| The principal part of this paeper.will.be occupied.with the.en-
deavor to.set fprth Eaul's oun. claim to.inspiration. The discussion
lot the. valldlty of that claim.can only.be.outlined.

The term inspiration,as applied to the Bible,has been so var;ouslgl
interpreted that we shall herdly shed any lldht on the subject by att—
tempting a new definition. lnstead therefore,ot contining ourselves ]
to a hard and fast definition of St Paul's inspiravion,we shall 81mp—:
ly assume it in a general way and seek to discover what that inspir- ’
ation means. #e shall be guided in out search by two general princir-j

ples,
Fipgt,inspiration attaches to the man,not to his writings. The i
lLlatter are inspired only as the inspired man is Bable clearly end ac-
curately to express his own thought and Leeling. <This view gives roomn
for the human and fallible element,making inspiration more natural and
virile and saving us from the unnatural and mechanical notion of it.
iIf we maintain that the writing is inspired,the logic of the situatior]
'at once drives us to the dictetion theory.end every product of such |
linspiration must be infallible,eise the inspiter has blundered. It f
repains,however,that we can determine the insplration of the man only |
%y'a study of what he has written or spoken.

g Second,in any inguiry into the subject of inspiration we must pro
ceed inductively and not dogmatically. The study of the subject be-
tfore us therefore demands that we rule out all preconcieved notdoons as

to the vime and manner and degree and even the fact itself,of Peul's

linspiravion. For thils resson we narrow our field,and insvead of takinp
?he inspiration of the Bible 25 & whole,take simply that or one author
In the former case we should have to discuss the inspirgtion of e&ch
uthor separately. Yor the Bible is inspired only as its authors are

nspired and the inspiravion of one in no wey implies that ot anothers|

Some guestions at once arise:il we are to reach the ract of lraul'sg
nspiration by this empirical method,how are we-1o Lest our re?ults 7
hat standard have we by which to measure 1nspiration ¥ #Will it not
equire inspiration on our partv 1o be zble to pass judgment on that of|
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' another ? Yo this last question we answer,yes:just as we require
i human reason and human sensibility to respond to those of another. '
, But there is this important fect to be notedias in the field of scie

| tific and philosophic inquiry far greater intellectual poaer is re-

i quired to make a new discovery than to appropriatve it or pass judg-

' ment upon it after it is made;so in bhe field of religious truth,to :
. ecquire for the first time a new fact of the spiritual world demands
- spirituel insight far deeper,spirituval activity far more intense,than
' to pass judgment upon that fect when once it hes been brought into
fview.

g For a standerd of inspiration,too,we have no need to search far.
;Any writing that professes to come from an inspired source should
‘meet at least the following testr

?!1. It is in bharmony with our best and highest reason,and with all
:‘the facts of which we are perfectly cognizant. Plain contradiction
jot these is fatal to any claim to inspiration. i
32. Does it reveal a more satisfactory object of faith-give us better|
;views of God,of man,and of the relation of each to the other ? L
3. When we adopt it as the rule of life does it give us a more real, {

ﬂor more satisfactory religious life 7

the claim is very pronounced. 1t appears in his declaration that]
for his vocation as & missionery to the &entiles he had recieved a
divine commission. tHe openes six of his leading epistles with the
}statemant that he is "Called to be an Apostle'. If it be objected
'that possibly the opening sentence in each of these epistles was &sdded
”by a later hend,we have the same declarstion made in other perts of
ythe epistles. Rom.1:8,I Cor.1:.17.als09:1,and 15;9-10,CGal. 1:15,16.
\Now ,what was this"Call to the Apostleship". 1ln Galatians B:Z—Q,he
ftells us that it was a commission of equal authority with that given
fto the other apostles. They recieved their commission direct from
fChrist and this meant,wath Paul,a commission from God. His own auth- |
anlty Paul belleved to have cone trom Cnrlst I COR 1‘17 9 1

l4. Does it meet a real need of our nature-mental,moral,or religious?ﬁ
:One whose words meet these tests,or any of them,is entitled to ar . ?
'Least a respectful bearing when he lays claim to inspiretion. Paul |
doss make such a claim-the extent of which will be our first inquiry.{
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.;His vision at the time of his conwersion,and other theophanies record
ed in the book of Acts give a basis for this belief of his,and the

general impression and the general impression which he gives us 1s

i |

uthat'bis commission was renewed and confirmed foom time to time.Acts9]
o 23,11 .Gal.1:16.1 Cor. 15:8,9.
\ A fact which further emphasises this claim to a divine commission|
'is that Paul frequently professes to speak as the mouth piece of God.
He congratulates the Thessaloniens vhat they recieved from him the"
"fiord of the message,not as the word of man,but as it is in truth,the]
iword of God". He reminds them thatv vhis gospel ceme to them "in the
Holy Ghost". &nd in speaking of the second Advent he speaks"by the ;
L word of the pord". I Ythess.2:13.1:5.4:15. ‘'lo the Corinthians he
 writes, "The things which 1 write unto you.....are & commandment of

{ ! the Lord".I Cor.14:37. And still stronger,though indirect,are pass-
; !ages in which he explicitely says thet he is giving his own judgment;
:

|
| thus implying that usually he is speaking as the voice of God. I Oorl
17:12-25. He tells the Galatians,1:11,that "The gospel which was ;1.
épreached by me is not after man".a And writes to the Ephesians of "Th;
' dispensation of that grace of Godwhich wes given me to youward. "kph.

I . . .
'3:8. ‘lhese are very important passages,as they commit Paul unequivoer

] fally to the claim of divine auvthority for his messeage.

Other utterances assume or imply the same thing. He has exper-
'iences ip which be attains high spirituel insight. II Cor.12:1,4,7,.1
'He assumes to know the will of God,l lhess.4:3,and hurls a curse aga |
: | against even the angel who' would dare to preach any other gospel than;
' his own Gal.1:8. He speaks,"In vhe name of the bord". 1 Thess.4:2,?
gll I'hess. 3:6,and declares his ability to perfect the faith of his |
ﬁreaders 1 Thess.3:10. In galatians 1:16,also 2:10 he disclaims any
' influence of the other Apostles upon his theological teaching. Ihis ;
o disclaimer is of the utmost importance. For if Paul's theology is
'his own construcyion-is entirely independent of those who had been |
' the persongl tolloweres off Christ and eye-witnesses of bis ministry f
' then the similiarity of the two systems of teesching is certaiply veryi
* remarkable on any other hypovhesis than. thet,at least,of unusual
‘spiritual insight on the part of Paul. |
E But how does Paul acguire this.knowledge ? Or,in other words,

' what is the manner and method of his inspiretion ? laking his own

1
|
|
|
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words and inferences from the same,we arrive at results somewhal as

follows. .
1. Much of it comes along the plain and natural road of religious

iwhich from coarser eyes is forever hidden. At II Cor.12:9,he has read
| |
|ed a better understanding of a life-experience. YThere is no need of

as any other than a picturesgue mode of setting fortvh a new truth
|whcih has dawned upen hinm.

2. At Gal.3:16,,he arrives at an important conclusion by means of a ;
simple exegesis of Beripuure.

3.1 Cor.15:12-19,is an example of purely logical reasoning which
Paul often employs to reach his conclusions. 1t would be pure dog-
matism to assert that.either the exegesis or the logic is inspired
above all other logic or exegesis.

4.Allied to the foregoing are some passeges in which Paul expressed:
his"judgment'on certvain matters because he has no commandment from
the Lord. I Cor.7:6,12,25. .

5.1 Cor.15:35ff,has the form of religious speculation. It does not |
profess to be anything more,simply setting rorth analogles from naturg

|

yet it is an important fact that on the subject of the Resurrection
lit has been a guide to the faith of Christendon.
6.Reference was made to Paul's rredom trom vhe influence of the

other Aposties. He even says Gal.2:86 "vhey imparted nothing to me'.
But this evidently has reference to his theological teaching and it
woupd be unwise to conclude that paul wes not familiar with the cur-
rent Christian traditions. At Acts 20:35 he is reported as using the
saying of Christ. In I Cor.15:5-7,he recites events that took place ;

immediately after the gesurrection of Jesus. Moreover,some of his i
!practical counsels bear such a stron resemblance,not only in substance
but also in form,to reported szyings of Christi,tbat we cannot/help
'1inking them together by a natural connection. Such are Rom. 12: 17,20
13:7,9°10_ An example of his conduct also 1 Cor.4:11,13,reninds us
of much that is related of Christ.

7.Upon the foregoing methods of God's revelation of his truth to

experience. Iruth flashes upon him through the medium of his religi- }

ous feelings just as the poet's fine sensibility gives him a view t

itaking his dialogue with the Lord respecting the "thorn in the flesh"}
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'.One other claim,however,remains to be noted which if valid,forever
i{ secures Paul's authority a&s & religious teacher. MWhile he admits

having recieved knowledge through natural media,he still strongly in—:
sists that he is the recipient of a higher retelation than 1is grantedf
ﬂto the generality of men. As one proof he instances his call to the {
apostleshbip. Ithers are as follows:."God hath revealed them unto us
by bis ppirit",I Cor.2:10. ™‘he Gospel which was recieved by me...
neither did 1 recieve it from men,nor was I taught it,but through rev;
elation of “esus Christ",Gal.1:18. ‘The same thought also occurs in

Eph.3:3,5. *The precise manner in which this revelation came to him

Ihe does not relate. pe speaks of coming "to visions and rebelations
£of the bord",and knowing one who was caught up into paradise and hearh
! words anlawful for man to utter,Il Cor.12:1=4;while to the Council at|
! Jerusalem "he went up by revelation",Gal 2:1. Granting all that may |
| be claimed for a pictorial style of writingjit is still certain that |
Paul believed ,with a faith most sublime,that in some way there had

Ht

|
f come into his consciousness a direct and peculiar revelation of the

Etruthwa new and better knowledge of the nature,the will,and the pur- |
fposes of God. =

; A final guestion arises with reference to paul's claims;does hé
'profess to be intallible ? o which e can answer neither yes nor no,
without qualification. He does not express a claim to infallibility
Lanywhere,neither does he go out of his way to admit that he may poss-
;ibly be mistaken. ‘tWhere he professes to speak the words of god he
jcertainly would hot make that admission. Kven had he been conscious-}
ily as ftallible as other men,he yet had an intense conviction of the
'truth of what he wrote;and nothing would be gained by adding,"l beliey
!this with all my heart“though possibly I may be misvaken". 1t would
Eonly bhave weakened his argument. *%etv he is not always dogmatic. He
gives,as before noted,his "judgmenté# on certain matters. He appeals
ito tangible evidence to support his claim to the Apostleship,I Cor.9L{
: 2,12:12; and as proof that he speaks the commands.of God he appeals |
!to the spiritual discernment of his readers. [ Cor.14:37. ‘ |

|

The greatest problem for the religious teacher of to-day,in conneg
ion with the inspiration of St Paul,is,can these high claims be sub-
jistantiated ? And as we said at the beginning the discussion of this
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problem can only be outlined. The whole treatment of it would fill
volumes,simce it would involve that of all of paulis theological tene
In addition to the general test of inspiration before memtioned,
‘for that of a particular indibidual we may set forth the following:
| .d_%he influence whixh he has exerted through his personality or his
|l writings,upon any pericé of history.
2.1he ‘extent to which his doctrines stand the universal test of-

So far as the first of these tests are concerﬁed,Paul's reputatio
'is secure. if the old Hebrew prophets were inspired to give to theiri
lage a message,and a revelation of God sufticient for its needs:ift
HBuddha,and Confucius,and Socrates and Mohawmmed gave a message to theil

countrymen which for.a time shed light on the pathway of their lives
then surely Paul whose influence has been more powrful end enduring
than any of those has justified his claim to inspiration.

His doctrines may be divided into three general classes;
1:Those which pretain to the religious life and experience of men.

inese are the great bulwark of Paulrs suthority. They find an answer:
.ing echo in the experience of men of every age and race and temper.

;lutionary at the time of its promulgdation ,hes been amply justified,
inot only in the best thought and life of the race,but also in the pn-
;iversality and adaptibiliyy of the Christian religion. A growigg
égood sense and discernment have heartily approved the close connectioq

?upon the spirit as distinguished from the letter. <Lhe great stress

lance,the gracious help,the divine indwelling-finds ite justification
in the fact that this is one of the commonest elements in the relig-

; ‘2. 0ver another class of doctrines-those which are metaphysical in
1 . ]
'Such are hie doctrine of God,of angels,the Fall of man,the Atgmement,
and Christology in general,the divine Election. Much of the contro- |
versdy has resulted from diversity of interpretation,but even though
all come to agreement here,the battle will not be over until all

|
truth. i
1
I

tHis great cetral doctrine of justification by faith which was so revoq

'which he makes between morality and religion,as well as his insistencd

2which he laid on the conscious life with God-the assurance of accept- |

jous life of believers. i'

‘their nature have been waged the worls great theological battles. l

el

fquestions of metaphysics are forever settled. Hence Paul's inspir-
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ation on these subjects must for the present remain undecided.

S.Nor can the third class of doctrines,namely,those relating to
Eschatology be tested except as they furnish a satisfactory object of
our faith. It can only be said that,in the main,the faith of Christ-j
endom has reposed joyfully and securely in Paul's doctrines of Inmobt!

tality,the Kesurrection,the General Judgmert,reward and retribution,
end the final triumph of the gedeemer's Xingdom. And if Paul be mis-
taken here,he has still brought a bright hope to a troubled world,
Eand strength for its toil.
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