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THE .QUESTEON .OF ‘CHURCH .UNITY.-

The..Arladne: thread out.of the.lgbyrinth &f seoctarianism.is. tm:,
:,found,in‘.a. realtzation.of the. Spirit:and.Purpose:.of Chriati. .The Spir =’
.crf ’Cnrist:-wastg.actme., lovel.and.:fraternity; .HiscPurposd, to.reveal the: !

heart.of.man.and. a;f .God, to.upitft:humanisty.into.the:consciousness:
it of -God i eternal s farer oo d THrd T pEN T Y Tus Tor o therhood.” (AR :CAFTS S dH
.0f-every-neme-mantfest-this. apirits and sconsemate: thispanpose.all. thaby
isovital Inchumeh-unity.will be realtzad. -

|
i’

Vital.unity smst: be-voluntary and.umoonstrained,  :It: should

1

.emanatefrom the. .hearts.of :men.as.gpontansously.ag .doss. therperfume:.o 3
sfrom the.vosom.of -the :flower.- :It::can.not: be.made to order.nor I
sco:r;jureﬂ up by the:ferttle;braing..of theorists,  :Itiis.a.growth:from
: withid, the :frui ta‘gé..or;f axfeeling.ot .fellowship.and :fraternity.  When:
] the .followers. of Christ:become:.embusd.with the: sapiritiof their.Master
thewstharel yhity widlbeddme..of . Jess kmportance;-
- - ~An-atl inclusiye . universel rchupch -organtzation:may rbe.attractivy
touthermind of. the: ideglist-;but:: like Moore: s Utopia.and-Mr, ~Bellamy’s ‘
"Loqking Backward 1ts.atiractivengss is.enhanoced-by:its remoieness. l
[ 1ts: ideallstio vagueness.is.itsichief scharm and.security.  .Once. made. ‘
i conorete..in.relation. toi thescomplex . -beings.sfor .which: it:.was.dreamed i
and its-visionaryscharacter ;becomes .apareot. - |
| That:>ohristdians. should:be.gathered.into . different:. denominatdonr }

I{s inevitable. to.human.nature.as.nowsconstituted, :It:.is.human.nature:



|
|
i
i the:.children of Adam remain what: they are. we: may expeot: to'.find, .even
I{ with. a. unlty of jpurpose, a differemce of opinion in the: Committee on
i Ways: and Means.- Perhaps: at: some. stage Iin man’s: develepment: Cod will
|-bring 1t: to pass: that: all men shall think and believe allke: but: to:
insist ‘that: they . ought. to' do' 80 now ig simple folly. This. must:. be:

-overtfure-haz.meb:.with. .i.tshucons:e?cus: opportent,— -The. Chicago-fambesh.
Platform was. rejected because of the “Historjecal Episocopate”,

"quadralateral of the: Church- o1 Disolples. is'vague: £ not:.question

evident::from. vhe: disGusgions .presented in journals of recent: dafe.- \
Jegging, while. thex proposation of the New Jersey Assembly, like every-

The—proposttions for-untty- gred agrvarted- ag-the-pruposerst- -Eaoh-
| |

1 general .primolple, lacks unifying .power and organbe spiriti- All real 1}\
;prapose the: unity of Jonah and the Whale, but: esich in turn refuse. to }l
)
}E

| be. assimi lated, Before every advance: some .one .hag.raised the sing
|

iany” denomination  will™ iggueran WItimatun the day sz”rcnmch*ﬁﬁt.tgz'.ﬁﬁ“é ‘

i

I"“N¢" £hoToughtare” and troupfit:"progress to e standsti1l.” So” long as.

fnodi-yet~dawned, -- -- ki - -— ‘]
n

organtzation would create any more real unity betwene men' is. a. delusdgn

— _ Men.ean .nok:ibe. legislated into harmony.: _The' 1dea that.a unity-of

ahd a snare.' It: is- anotvher instance of the .error that:classification
destroys the: peculiarities. of the individuals and that: ;comple:xity is
removed by the simpliocity of a neme. - But:any xclass&fiwatlon ay well

.as organization: thaf- does not: depend on the inherent: que.":lities‘_o‘f the l
) .- - - - - - —-—
in®ividuals is arfiticefal and doomed fo share the. fate of its kind.: [

B tomorrow wtchurciies shoult~cowleste. aNE Lorh 0TS TATVErEET TCAMITH




society there would satill ‘be: the pame dfffenent: :convictions and

| sentdiments,' This is emply illustrated by the history of the early

Catholic Churnch and in the.Esteblished Chumch of England.: The mangle

Such unity would be uncertain and tremulous: ab: pesti’ It: is . dederatd

without: organic .power and .propelling apirit, a thing dead ahd formal,
that: himders. rather thar hetps the-spirttual -develvpmnt~of mam-

- -Ghurch unity i4- ever-possible-is-yet-a. gread: way-odfe -Our—-hape
today is not: in.chubch unity bub in greater :christian unity, aud our
aim t_r}_e_wa.tgainmehbvof that: mind which was in Him who “came not: t0° be
“hministered unto but: to -mir_xister‘”.‘ A “love. that: runs into sacrifice
and a..breadth of vision that: gees beyond the denpminational walls of
seperation” finds there not: a rival .churchman ‘but: a brother .and

rorn and torn members. of the socalled-body of Christ: would remain.-
it followehristian, - “Conceits of .creeds and pretentions of sert” .hinder
i

——— e o

I.the .progress. of the gospel and betray a.condition that: is. a reprozcs
| to th5GaSe of Chrift.’ THE MOTET 6f T6Tgh Hunt’§ BEATTITUI HTOTY,
‘bu—BenAdhetr;- shout®—be-engraved on the—heart—of every: biggotted
Lsectary-until-the-second-greatwcommnd-of-our-Lord-4sindeed—like——

| unto' the' first,

I repeat; «christien:unity willl be:reallized with the spirit.qf
i Christ. - “If Chriat:be. lifted up .He will draw all men unto Him” “Io

[e—

| Bim we a1l are one”.- The Christ«1ife generated in' the' human soul

will manifest: itsedf in loving.fellowghip as.:.certelinly a§~ does: the

i 1i11y="11€e implanted in the bulb develope and ‘bud -forth in beautiful
| parity.  ‘ChuliChes WilT Gome 13F0ic1686F ré1afTons ad. fhey are IITted
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upon: &..higher mental and spiritual.plane, es: the  dfvine 1dea..0f Chrisy

\ works oug: its righteous..purpose. in' the hearts - of men, Unity is a ‘

,child of practbcal plety; it: ig the :fruitage of mutual love; a Jen, I
l “Not: 0" be seized by man’f rude sinful hand,
‘ But. ia: the "orlght,:»crown' of mutual holiness”.’

Christian unity is actuzlly being reslized foday though: as yét:

very fmperfactly. Cré&fe¥ @uvumill provalls betwene those -of differept:

|

{ .persuasions.” Thevlogi-lcarl and-ecclegtastical-di:fferences. are -beconing

_of loss. and less importanse.’ .The.Church is.no longer -cougidered a

nality. bukie. ﬁeans, to" apd_end, wholy subordinate to the :promotion

of the kingdom fgft Cod.’, The denominational liyes: are at: times.:forgotipn

|
I in the :christdan fellowship of the young.peoples societdes., the. supp t:

d

| of «charitable institutions, the propotion of .chupch extension and in*
I |

aggressive: pescue work.r We are.allscoming to realize that: nouchun.oh

- . —— ———— o —

has a. ;oapyright. on the plan 0t éalvation thet: the sbsolute: essentials.

are neither schunch nor ronm&, secraments nor creeds true of r falsel, l

>
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but only and alone  the atfitude of thé SouT T4 [t Father.” “We &Fe &l
‘ hitdren—of-Himr“vy-—whomts—named—the-wholte—fantiy—tn-heaven—and-eartd

Christian unity .widl ve.promoted and.carried.on- toward._penfectign:

i

in the field of practical .ohristian endeawor.: The spirit: of Christ:
will dind its. most: perfect: expression in the .purpose of Christ.: Ee_i

‘ the schurches. turn-:from making nugatory .courtesies and address. themsel i=
" like their Master to0 needy humanity and in so doing they widl “make.

i) the kingdoms of this: world the kingdoms of our. Lord” ¢ The pro*’oleer

H of somial pohtical and evclesisstical reform look tor the .fo llowers

|
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poor to -be::fed, the sick the halt the blind to-be nealed,, 'ahe afflbctef

— - e - ke

of 'thigwgg_@upgl;voa_._tg_qp of the. Sermon’ om' the: Mount.  There.are thy

—— |

to be:comrort.ed the unlovely to ‘be loved, the lost: tovbe saved, and a

- -

gospel .of hope to ‘be preached unto all,: “’Ye are. the light of the wor 1f

—— -

the salt:of the earth”.: Benighted souls are wistfully looking Tor The
1ight: that: shineth brighter than thé @iy.™ ACH1AR Lroken tusrts are
longing - for—thevBalm-of—CGiliad,« Inmcarrying-on-and-consumating thie—
work of ‘Christ: the schurmeh 1s.-fulfilling.dts:mission_and reallzing the.
purpose 0T Chrigt:, and.coeval with this .purpose is unity. In" this:
Christ: like work we ~may :find that. though we bear diﬁfenent names we

- - N~y e -

are above all Christians. God is our Father, all men are. bret,hrexi

PO
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‘l
|
and ‘Chrigt: Tord of all is .alder ‘brother.’ We are one In origéu, one “

- v e —

in nature, one in aim and .purpose, one in hope and destiny.’' With

— ~

e —

increasing knowledge atfferences alcrease; frictdon 18 overoome by

—_— —— ——— r—

contsict; discord vanishes- In harmony,

TiigeeR, Thristidnity may "veliRXemsd to<al greatiToathedral organ. - ‘

|
[There- are—pipes—for: -with their individued-peculierities .for- the wmpersofig,

‘ banks..of-keys.and-stopsucorreaponding t0° the: denominatdons, .oreeds. a.hd
Isentiments; ‘but. as_one spirit, .even the Spirit: of the Most: High God, l
breathes and throbs in them aﬁl :mder the sympathetic touoh of Christx

— e —
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there slses. up unto" heaven most: harmoneous. muatc in: an anthem of

——— — - ——— - -—

loving servboe and dewotion.’
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