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Speak Up!

REHBE K, 78R
HIER) “RIED 17

hina’s authorities despise outspoken public
intellectuals; they tend to get them a bit hot
under the collar; whether it’s an economist
advocating policy reform, a high-profile
lawyer striving to help the disadvantaged,
or a grassroots scholar lecturing officials about rural

problems, all are seen as troublemakers. Our ancient
ancestors would be turning in their graves at this
state of affairs, as the original meaning for the word
relating to “intellect” or “to know”, &[] (zhi), implies
outspokenness.

A compound of two pictographic characters are
combined to suggest £1—an arrow on the left and
a mouth on the right, meaning “objects from the
mouth that are faster than arrows”. The riddle-like
combination suggests a logic that is both intuitive and
ancient: when one understands the world, one speaks
out. &1 (zhishi), probably the most common noun
consisting of the character being “knowledge”. To
further reflect the importance of speech in people’s
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understanding of the world, 1 also
possesses a radical 1, meaning
“talk”. The radical on its right
represents a weapon, suggesting that
such speech is often sharp.

There are many cases where 4[]
means “knowledge”. The absence
of knowledge naturally means
ignorance, or o4 (wuzni). The
desire to pursue knowledge is 3K
401 (aidzhi), Intellectuals are 1325
- (zhishi fenzi), or literally “members
of knowledge”. Intellectual property
is HTR AL (zhishi chanqudn), or
“property rights over knowledge”.

However, the original and most
widely used meaning of 4 is still “to
know”, as exemplified by the famous
idiom from Sun Tzu’s Art of War ( { il
FEIE) sund Bingf): FIRAIC, A
T RNFE . (Zh1 o7 20T i, bdi zhan bl dai
Know yourself and know your enemy,
and you will never be defeated.) On
the battlefield, letting your enemy get
inside your head can be dangerous,
but in daily life, those who know you
best are likely your closest friends,
giving rise to the word &1 (zhii),
which by itself means bosom buddies.

Along the same lines, [ (guzh,
the old known) means old friends.
There’s also true friends who share
deep mental connections, or %1
(zhiymn), which literally translates as
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“know the tune”, a term coined by the
legendary friendship between musician
Bo Ya ({H%F) and woodsman Zhong
Ziqi (%ql%,ﬁ}q) during the Spring

and Autumn Period (770 BCE-476
BCE). Despite their different social
status, Zhong was the only one who
truly understood Bo’s music, so they
became close friends. After Zhong’s
death, Bo smashed his zither and
refused to play music again, believing
no one would ever be able to truly
appreciate it.

In modern Chinese, %] means %]
j& (zhido, to know, to understand) in
most cases, such as in %[5 (zhixido,
to know, to be aware), &17& (zhixi. to
know, to be informed of), and 4[] &
(zhiaing. to know the fact of a case
or details of an incident). The core
meaning of %] remained unchanged
over the years and is manifested in the
series of words it helps to constitute:
F % (zhiming) means well-known;
consciousness is K157 (zhué), literally
“the known senses”; a notice is 214/
(xazhn), literally “must-known”; and
18 A (tongzhi), literally “to let people
know”. Traditionally, 50 is an age that
people believe they are experienced
enough to know their own destiny,
therefore the term %47 (zhiming.
to know one’s destiny) is used to
represent the age 50.

According to philosopher Mencius,
who always thought the best of
mankind, conscience is what everyone
intuitively knows at heart, regarding
right and wrong, or (R %[ (liangzhr,
literarily “good knowledge”). But,
those who are skeptical and regard
people as complicated and difficult to
understand might quote the old folk
saying: & [% B M EE, FAFE
NEN, (Hud hd hug pf nén hua gu, zhi
rén zhi mian bu zht xin, Painting a tiger’s
skin is easy, but not so with the bones.
You may know a person’s face but
not their heart.) In learning, one must
always be aware of half-baked truths,
giving rise to the saying: — &1 21~
QA—FCRTEN, (YiznT ban ji& burd yi wi
sud zhT. Having incomplete knowledge
is worse than knowing nothing at all.)

However, when you are well
informed on a subject, or even an
intellectual yourself, it’s best to %17
RE, 5L/ (20 wabuyan, yan
w( bl jin, say all that you know and
tell it without reserve). As to certain
authorities, they could perhaps use
some reflection, even people from
centuries ago knew the principle of
SZELE, BB (von
zhi zhé w zul, wén zhi zhé zU yT jie, blame
not the speaker, but be warned by his
words). - HUANG WELJIA (Z5 {35 52) AND LIU JUE
(XIE)
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