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In mental- endo.wnieD|s and Vter'ary attainments Isaiah was the most! 

.princely of men living, in .his tinifes,and in spiritual, insight his 

writings show that he was the greatest among the pDcphets- of all 

timesrif we may dpaw a comparison,there is such a contrast ’between 

him and the prophet^'Amos ^as a typical- backwoodsman or mountaineer 

of his times;unpolished and unswerving, Isaiah was polished,courtly 

and chaste. These characteristic differences were due largely to I 

their respective 'vocation and surfoundings, Amos was a herdsman of 

Tekoa:Isaiah was a royal'officer having his home in Jerusalem. The I 

scenes of Isaiah*s labors appears to have been in Jerusalem where he! 

evidently was related tirorainently in the affairs of state during the! 

■reigns of Ahas and Hezekiah(B,0^7S5_686). I

Isaiah/s intimate relation with the politacal affairs of his countri 

furnished him with an opportunity to penetrate the surface of the I 

economic state of the Kingdom of‘Israel,and to derive acknowledge as 

to the real vital depth aAd nature of its political and religious 

condition.'And 'by a diagnosis of- the characteristic conditions of the 

affairs of the body politic of his times,knov^ing the family-record, i 

he was enabled/as a skilled physician,to prognosticate the patholog- ! 

ical progress and result in the moral condition of the body polit-ic | 

of the Jewish nation,and as a great and skillful, spiritual physician / 

^not only a palliatiwe but also a cure for the moral disease of the i 

nation.

Having become acquainted with Israel’s moral condition he had -reasons 

to be apprehensive of the nation’s future,For even in spite of the ap r
1



pearance scf health he saw that the germs’of disease had been sown,and 

Sffow,'Unless -counteracted,spiritual and political deatli would ensue, J; 
Just as a physician is filled with anxiety and solicitude for a pa- j 

tient that is related to .hi®'tr7 the tl’e xf-blood or by the bond of 

affection,so was Isaiah-concernied jrespectin'g the moral health .of the 

nation Isreal-. His acquaintance with the secret life of the nation- 

revealed to him that the career of the first years icf of the historr? 

.of thes people had been spent In dissipation,and that now as a result 

the present state was that of covert siu-, The laws of nationil health 

had been wantonly‘violated^and,in consequence thereof,the body ,of the 

nation was in the clutches of disedasycovered with political -corrup­

tion,and dying with moralatrophy. Heroic treatment was necessary oi 

death would soon come.

During J6thaiD-s-‘'rfeign^ 740^735,8.0,, 'there was the outward appearance 

of success and strength, .Eis father 0z3iah(790„740) had been very sue ■ 
cessful in &ub.-jugatio^his enemies,and fortifying his own stronghold 

in Jerusalem and other cities,' In times of peace he had been ^<^qual^ 

ly as diligent in developing the interhal resources of the country,soj 

that prosperity followed the wake of his aggressiveness. How Jotham, | 

moreover,inherited this particular policy of his father,and-contin­

ued i-n like-manner to increase the wealth and luxury of the nation. ‘ 

It was here where the nation erred. Prosperity brought luxury,and lux­

ury superinduced sensuality,and the moral degeneration produced na­

tional enervation. These estranged them more and more .from their God 

and plunged them into the depth of sin,and made them defenseless agaias

ainst their enemies.



Israel!’^ sinsi4 fir&t were .of a passive' opj, negative charac<ep/bp£ ih 

jfehey^ soon became demonstfratrvely «actfve«, The Jack of loving obedienp^ 

to their Lord Jehovah- changed to kinetic disobedience .exhibited in 

their ^self-assertion,open'rehel’iion and, revolt from all morgl re- 

straint. The rich defrauied the’poOr/aadthe sliong spoiled the'w<akj 

■and the executives dealt unlawfully with'the fatherless and oppressed

■the widow.Thscr princes w^re *uwpfihcip,ied,^nd only tjie wealthy could 

prevail in the 0ourts. ,pf Justice. J

The social cdndition likewise was as corrupt as the politacal con­

dition. The women were haughty'and unspbst^n£ial;given to ddncing. am 

frivolity, soulless music dnd c'apriciou§ness; they were ex'travagaht in 

appai^ei,coquetish and wanton.- The'^mien Eeveliera,debauGhed by | 

strong drinky-the hahp ’and\he lute, the slabret and the pipe,aPd winei 

embellished their -feasts. The rich luxuri9.ted in houses of stqne 

built from the gold unlawfully wrested from the- defenseless poor,
X I

Necess^iiy,irom political 'and social condition' so morally corrupt I 

the spirit of thier ‘religious institPiioii sickened and .died.8ut, like 

an Egyptian ffiummy,rt was embalmed^ and beside it .was placed a wooden.
4 

image-a vague'representatioir of the religious body vrhich .was once 

animated with the spirit from Qod/ The heart-“worship of Jehovah had 

been superceded by elaborate temple ceremonies. And even wprse than' 

this,idolatries of all sorts'had been intro'duced. Magic,wiii0io,raft 

and necromancy had been resorted-^Jo by the xoriqns and speculative, 

the ignorant and the superstitious. Thier consciences were stupified 
i 

with delusions,and,in their morally toxic state.,they were possessed 

with the .hallucination that with- thi^ plutocratic power and martial



sirength the^-Iiad no need\ot^ theocratic \prptection -which had shifcld- 

,ed th§if Fathers in the afees past.
I . ’’ /’ . . . ,

It .was while pondering oyer the lethal s|,atQ’ of this people ’that 

.Isaiah saw the urgent ne^d fdraa messenger from God^who with a .Di- 

^vine communication ^would arouse the .n^t/ioh and ^arn them of the'very 

■great danger which .was .wi^hou't abiding.its time to destroy them. It- 
* *1

was while musing in the^ Temple, the pl^de. X^QEe Jeh'ovah was "^ggjjj^eyed i 

to meet in spiritual comm.union all the devout 'ones of Jsreal who j 

tarried there to worship .him, and cohtras'ting the sinfulnes’s of the , 

'naiipn with the .holiness of Jehovah,and the .eartEly temple with its 

empty Worship with the' true spiritual ibode .of the .Holy One o’f Is- ■ 

rael that Isaiah -received a vivid jnanifestation of the 'hallowed pres; 

ence of Jehovhh, While thus meditatively occupied,-in his‘reverie the- 

.earthly temple grew d'im and more dim and finally -faded away as a 

sense-image passing into space,and now in thd .place of the temple 

.which had vanished was a iSanctuahy ,of mysterious abstraction,and .Ist 
aiah .himself was -waa within this fancied structure, ItiWas a grander 

and nobler temple than the last’,an ideal coneeptionqf’ a spafritual 

and heavenly counterpart to the .earthly temple, ,In this temple in­

stead of the 'ark which was the symbol of Jehovah’s pnesence,Isaiah 

beheld,exalted in the midst of this temple the throne of Jehovah^it­

self, And on this throne,;clothed in a royal robeithe train 0/which' j 

fill<<^^ the temple,.was seated the Lord the 'Holy One of Isreelj-instea 

of the cherubim of glory overshadowing’ the mercy seat as in the eart
* ’* X

ly temple,hovered seraphimycreatures of-composite form,the .holy at- 

I tendant.f of Jehovah, In this'visioii.' in„so glorious a manner did the
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attributes of Jehovah appear in symbolism that Isaiah saw qnly the i 
4 I

skirts of the robe .of ,Him that sat on’ the throne,. Even the attending 
■J-' ? ']

seraphim .each with one of its three-paif^d wings veiled itq .faqe ‘i

from the glory of the .Divine Majesty.. Instead ofi the .chantings, of”
t

the .priests and LeviteS Isaiah #hear‘d the voices-of the seraphim-as ' 

as the\y kept calling one to the ..other in perpetual ?hyinn,.prpclaiming:

Holy,holy,,ho]5y is the .Jehovah of .Hosts; 1’

Ail the .^earth rs .filled with his >’glory'!

And as often aS .one seraph cried to the. ot-ber^ the j/hole foundation 

of the -glorious temple was shaken,and the temple was 4iHed .v/ith 

.smoke, smoke .not caused py the seraphijS, .nor from the al’tar/but 'by .the 

glbry^ of Jehevah’s-’'pDeSence»^lsaiabpself-Tpons9io'ns,is ‘bow'filled 

with eonvi'ction of Kis dwn sinfulnessa'nd. unele'annbss,'and of his per­

sonal unworthibess td he the bearer of a holy message to his sin- 
»• 

stricken people. He confesses his- solidary with the sinful nation: • 

>“IVoe is me! I am'undone,because I am a man of uncleari lips,and I 

dwell in. the midst of a people 'of -unclean lips:-for my ?eye‘s have 

seen the King,Jehovah of Hosts". Because of his unclean lips and. the 

unclean lips of the people among -whom he dvielt,.he trembldd in the 

presence ?f Jehovah. - It'was not the presence bf Jehovalwut it was 

the sin-accused conscience vrhile in tjie presence, of .Jehovah that 
made him tremble with fear,- D^pon. acknowledging his unw.orthi^ess,Is- 

3iah|recei'ved salvation from his sins. Xdt* it v;as not through the al- 

tai sacrifice of the tefflple,nor through faith in -aj^ticipated media- 

'toriai and “vicarious sacrifice,but it was through the cleansing’ fire 

of Divine grace which was ever present ’to purge- away sins from the



6

heart that was convinced, convicted arid self-acknovzled^ed and repent -
1 I

ant of its sinfulness. He himself h,avin^ ^eeceived personal salvatibn
«

on sanctifying terms of loving obedience,through Jehovah’s help was ' 

ready now to receive instructions and to go oh his prophetic mission, 

He heard the’voice of the Lord sayin5;-"V?hom‘ shall I sen®* and the ■t I
assembled courts of .heaven call'ing3:’®Who will ^o for ps?” And being j

i now ’ready to 'respond to the call for a messenger,havLng 8. nexi and. a 

true attitude,Isaiah promptly respondsct"Here am I; send me^i Then’,at

i this ;iuncture,Isaiah recei'ved his commission to preach lo the people .

1 In this commission was a stern eentende of condemnation that was ini?: 
!
! tended to convict the perverse and unrepented.and unrepentend peopl^, 
t I
! The messages,however,which was given to the .prophef^ust’fall on un- 

, 'respoa&re€(hearts and unreceptive ears, the people -will not 'respond : 

; nor .even heed the message of the prophet. The proclamation,therefore 

■ is stern,arid will carry with it condemnation*to all who refuse to 
hear,and finally will bring judgment^upon the peopie*.ACcording to

I !
the economy of God’s grace,the message would work life unto life or 

death unto death:unto them that had Vith’-in them unvitiated the seed 

of spiritual life,this would germinate' and increase abundantly;but 

upon -them who nurtured not this germ 6‘f obedience which shopld and ' i 

-would ripen into spirituai X^fe wquli be the-visitation of Jehovah’s 

displeasure. Ndtwithstanding,-however, the nation Israel was ^eadendd 

spiritually,and as a natural sequence the messag^hich wiuid be de­

livered to the prophet would Jflakfe more obdurate the already obdurate!.*1
heart.Nevertheless,according to the commission delivered to the-pro-^ 

phet,the preaching should endure until only one opt of .every ten



be spaced.And\likewise, even this, remaining tenth i-s to .endure the 

ensueing judgement until the defiant nation is consumed by ^hese jud- 
gemots of God, Judgement tfpo.n -judgment is to follow until the cor­

ruption ’is purged/eyen though the nation 'be annihilatid/But lsa,iah ii 

assured tha't a^holy sprout" is to be ief,t,and that this sproutybQ-

■ cause of its holy nature, is to live'and to grow, ^'he figure 4hat the; 

prophit has Sn mind here is that of a tree whidh has had its branc'he*1 i .« 'J
I! J

lopped off,and then the Ifmbs,and finally it is felled to the gfoun'd 1 

having Nothing 'but its de^d‘ trunk^ and leavingirfig^ gnarled and 
f

twisted tnunk remaining; but from this-dried-iip sii3mps,hear iis rqets-. „ 

'there springs up a sprout.'%hioh^ and cojxtinue§ until it reaches the
84 ^., I

proportions, of theptree whicb-had bSQU dfe&bl&yfed-ibike^gi'he^ it U'gt tdf fe.j 

with the nation' i^o; whom^the. prb^ibet proclaims the message f,rom Gdd^, 

He is to prea'ch and hurl .ludgement aMe-r^iudgement against the'natio 

until like the tree only £he gnarled’ and apparently dead stump remaii ,
# z '*■

and .from this .stump, in compliance £o ithe teh&s of salvation a germ ' 
V'

or sprout is to sphing gp apcl -become an Israel iceriewed.'

’^?ith his s-trong nature thordugbly imbu'pd’.w.ith his ^realization .O'f 

personal salvation experienced during biC pommuniop, wilh the Holy Ont 

of Israel,Isaiah is saturated with the 'beltef that it is,his duty to 

offer the terms ^of salvation to Tsreal ^■according th the^.commission 

received from Jehdvah^ and His rfbsts of attfendant&,.even thou/h his j 

preaching will tend only the’more to estrange the perirersejlt is the 

burden of his -soul to warn and to persbade. His so’ul broods with min­

gled anxiety and despair over the' cond;itlon’Of Jbrael^and then com- a 
mingled there is .hope cblmiflating in .ioy over the thought that aj.rem-
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n^nt may take warning and he saved, . -U M' ’•a- jj

t^ow in‘his preaching or prophesying to the people,^ the first e- 

leven chapters of the b’ook'.e-f Isaiah^vre have the theology -of the pre - 
. *

phet .'Isaiah, He has a keen conviction of the infinite majesty and 

iholiness of Jehoira-h vzho^he charastf-terizes as the^H^oly One of Israel,

- In the description given i,n his visfion^he portrays Jehovah as, pos-’ 

sing these attributes indff-ably and uaapprpacbably,These convictions 

of the. prophet become mpre/ and more'intense ibroughout the progress­

ive conception?’ in his pre'aching ,of Jehevah*s salvation tendered to
1 ’ ,

I Is reel ♦“ On the .other .'hand.<.he sees^th^e antithetic ^lickedness'..of-Ic-,
III rael -which has produced discord and .ca,used .estrangement .from Jeho- 

'vahj.has not .‘forsakfen Isreel,.but that they thefiiSelves despised the 

Holy One .of Israreh;.having'-rejebted his teachings and deqpised his
i

word, Jehovah’s gdodness and mercy is ^dutragpd^antf so .,his character-

must be vindicated by visilation of /righteous 3udgeffleht <up6n the 
%

people,and .harmo.ny between .himself and his’'people reestablished, Ac­

cording to'‘.his .prophetic cx>nimission,.Isaiah’arraigns the peqple'-.fQr 

their stupid perversity; bev/ails their ingratitude to their Maker;&; c/fs 

shows the baseness and folly'of such perversitythese arraign- 

^hts and denunciateoiis’ against the wickedness of the natich/we get 

many gl^pses of Isaiah’s d°iotional and.,sympathetic naiure, Ifhen pro 
. J.

phesying the purpose of Jehovap to purify’ the nation by pun/shmepts 

and judgements tintil all th^. dross .should smelted out and the pen­

itent ones redeemed, IsaiaJ,‘with emotipns of surprise and grief, ex­

claims: *‘0,how the faithful city become'an .ha^rlot?et the pity does 

not deter him in performing his stern duly. With bitter sgreasm h'e
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characterizes the worship of the heathdn’.s'^ods as the worship of

“notbings^and “idols”;claiins that these iddl^ 9! the heathen nations' 
I 

and their own horses and chariots will avail them, nothin^/but will

be a hindrance to them in the Bay of Jehoviih; that the people in vain ‘ 

will hie themsdlves to th.e clefts in the rocks and the oavernt^of -the
* F

earth from fear of the presence of Jehovsihi I

Arraignment after arraignment of Judah and .Israel follow copsecu- I

tively throughout the eleven chapters,of the'book,as does also the ' I

corresponding visitation of the .iudgements of Jehovah as a natural,
V I 

and deserved consequence ;of their evil-doing, AH their acts react, I 

as invariable and inviolable as the law of motion. In 3/5_ll it is- I
i 

shown where they had abandoned Jehovah fo^ idols,and had put their j 

trust in their wealth and an their military strength;consequently | 

Jehovah abandons them. ThfeUi it is that their idols proye themselves |

1 
to be indefensible,and their strong towers prove themselves as naught,/ * i
Judgement of war was pronounced upon thei nation, which should contin~i

> '■ i
ue until every support-of Judah a.nd of Jerusalem, and the hero and the

* J
warrior, judge and prophet,,soqths'ayer ^nd elder would be remowed;and .»

, a person of childish judgement would rule over them. This is to be ■! 

because the leaders were qppressivej and pesso.ns of influence demor- I 

aHzed the people. In Gh,Vi,the parable of the unprofitable servant 

is an allegory where it is shown that instead of"order"whicli was re-X
quired from the houses of Israel aad Judah there was“fiurder",and in 

the place of"restraint”there was “complaint", Woe after woe was pro­

nounced against evil doers,and an awful judgement of God is predict­

ed, Orelli,speaking of this fifth chapter of Isaiah,says:“The song ' 
. .... ..... . ................... ' ----- --------------- -------------- ,

I



struck up at first has parsed into a sevenfold woe,and the woe into 

a thunderstorm of doomwhidh dies away into unrelieved horror”..

Isaiah does not confine .Jftis denunciations to' the common and i^nor- 

and class,even though they-are in depth of degradation and sin,-he ha 

much pity for them in their helpless con.iditiori/but he severelsy rebuk 

‘those occupying high places in. politicih- and social realms, .Shen Aha 
. ' % I

had succeeded in securing the alliance of the powerful king Tiglath* 

Eileser against Rezin and 'Eekah,Ihaiah Upbraided him for his lack of 

faith in God,and denounced him for his cunning devisings,ind for his 

simulations;.; shows' to him £hat his safety or personal potiticil 

salvation lay in faith in and obedienc^e th/GodJ^ff ye do not believe, 

surelj? ye shall not be established”. Judgement soon would be expect- 
i

ei^against temporal pjjosperity'.Sbon, because of their trust in human 

aid alone, Assyria shall destroy Damascus and spoil ,§amaria,aild the 

House of Judah will fall.N,ow,although Isaiah has arraigned them in 

such strong terms because of their sins,and has declared to them, the 

inevifcible judgements of a^righteous God,the Holy One of Israel,whose 

power they have defied,whose justice they have violate<^nd whose di^' 

nity they have offended,yet by predicting these terriable disasters

: he shows then) their need of salvation from utheir 3ins„ According to 

his teachings,salvation from sin implies and-tincludes salvation from

: enemies. After showing them the folly and baseness of their attitude 

to God,and revealing the consequent and approaching judgements,.he

, .explains how salvation may be obtained,a^ how the impending doom 

may be averted,or,at ieast^how the judgements may be transmuted to

! blessings,and thus make harmony between the people and their God.His
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! indiitfnation against these offenders of^^the Divine Ma.iest.vJdfehov^h,
• f i

' after his passionate outburst of^^rath a^aipst their wickedcfess/jEelt s 
i

into pity,In terms of persuasion he of^e'ys'"to them terms of salvatio i, 

for he sees that they in- theiT spiritual and pol'itiOal blindness do
I
I not consider, and do not know what they are- doin^,
I . ’
; Vlith Isaiah,salvation according to the requi^ments of ,A?hoyah', 

[■ could not be obtained the multiplying of sacrifices,or'by paying're-
I

i gard to the sacred feasts; their “New Moons^and sacrifices were an .a-

; bomihation in the sight of Jehavah^He repi^ted them because they were 

clothed in formalism and covered with hypocrisy,God required .of them 

to .put away their sins and to cleanse themselves.Bvery evil must be

I
ireplactcd by a corresponding-virtue;they mutt learn to do well, to see^ 

’vir.tue,enforce iustice and show mercy, The people were invi'ted,or, i 

.we might say,chaljtenged to meet Jehovah at the Bar of tjustice^n or— .j 

der that the one Height appear against the other so as to implead 

their respective causes. The Implication is that the crimes against l! 

their God are very great,and that judgement is overhanging again-st 

them,and that a trial-would,.prove this.Xet' notwit.hstanding that the® ■ 

sins are of the deepest hue,.upon the turning away .from them and'be- 

coming submissive to the di/wine will their sins will be caocelled,and | 

a generel amnesty declared.And,moreover,as a-result, should they'jre- 

pent and become .obedientjthere v^as promised to them for thei/ dispos-’ 

al the good of the land,-.“Say to the righteous it shall-be well with; 

him,for they shall .eat of the fruit of the land?- ’“If ye be obedient. 
I 1
i ye shall eat tfieigood of the land”. But should they refuse and spurn 

1 these gracious overtures,then the .pending judgements of God’s wiath.
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i| and'indignation would fall upon them.
. " i

t « : *
>! Now in- suinniary of the fone^pin^:, IsaiaK/'S conversion,according to
i'
J his experience described bj 'the vision^^botll by iconciep-t and act,illus- 
11 *
J trates ’very clearly the prophet*s Idea, O'f personal salvation. But

r J'
I this„howeYer,acoording to the theology ,d^n‘ved from his-writings’in 

? the first eleven chapter of 'the book of -Isaiah,!^‘but one phase ,of !

i salvation. Jhe other phase is shown in .his intervieii ,with Ahaz,-jpo-' i 

' Htic.ar’salvation. Novf these two phases of .personal salvation, sal- i

i vation from sin and salvation from enemies/one the icorapljement to the'
1

other,and both dependent upon the attitude of faith in'and obedience |
‘ « !■

! toward Jehovaji is applied to the nation, JPhrough obedience t,oward i

i and faith in ,Jehovah,,according tQ ,Isaiah’,a theocratip government i 

' ,would 'bs established in which God .would be the ruling and .protec,ti,ng
I
! sovereign,

Isaiah’s conception-of salvation,.we see,was not as the .elaborately '
i ■ ’I ,and .-closely defined dogmatical S^^lutis Ordo of the present .historji , i
I ‘ • * ’ (
! .of Christian‘belief, where the jorder of Grace is divided and. subdividif-
i ■ ' . ' ■
I .ed until the line :of demarcation is finaly’and .’finely drawn'between

I .Snlighttaent,Awakeni4jg,'0onviction and .Invitation .of the .preparatory 
1 i'

stagea,and' in Conversion'yhich follows in-order,which imp^es’Repen^t-

! ence,Paith*. Justification, Regeneration a^nd Adoption; beside^s these the‘e 

are the-further stages O'f B^anctification or holiness'. These are all j 

the-outgrowth of later revelations and developeraent and amplification

of Christian experiences,We are the heirs of -tjie prophets and apostl 

and in the later and ifullef revelations through Jesus Christ we have

S



13'
.................................................................................................................................... ■!■■■■................ ............................................................................................................

% t *
•The scheme of sal'vatioi^ aoQordi-n^ ^to ‘th^ theology .of Isaiah was ^much 

mqix simple, We dare not read into it jdur .pr^s.enl ideas of xheavVn and' 

, hel-i,for Isaiah dealt .only witl; temporal salvation,neither do we fini

anythingjrespecting Qri^ihal Sin and the scheme .of mediatorial re- ■ 

deraption. But then the ^erm .of the ^reat scheme of salvation" ig td ,i
i

'be .found in his teachin^St Jn .his vision we have his the'olo^y in ,em- 

hrxi- Here he had-a revelatio,n of the majesty and holiness of Jeho-, 

vah exhibited by his ^lory which filled the temple, Isaiah,because • 

of the sinfulness of -character and his solidarity with the^.people*», I
among .whom he'dwelt,,found himself out of all .-heBmony ..with Jehovah.

But when j^e acknowledged his sins and repented of them, through the ' 

forgiveness of divine grace^harmony between the prophet and his God • 

was «reestabiished,and-,he became obedj.ent to the will of the Holy One’ 

of Israel who had exhibited to him His majesty and .h®li|sess,. This i 

expresses Isaiah’s thought^ as to the relation- between God and the n . 

nation.Salyation was unto .'the Jews,and only lunto this nation by a
<* (

vpenfect theocratic government on earth*. Disob^diencg brdught’Upon
.7 r

the nation God’s wrath and’, judgements t^hicb would continue untilt-the' 
t

oc'ratic government shaold be restored through, obedience, j

* 
f

t !

*•


