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THE PLACE OF THE INDIVIDUAL
IN THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS

LITRODUCTION

“Jesus Christ was the first tc Lring the value of every

humen scul teo light, and what he did no one csn any mere unde,”
-= Adelf larnack

These are days when Christian and non-Christian alike
are seeking to understand Jesus Christ, 7ith the clearer insight
inte Jesus' ap reciaticn cof the individual the term, "Sceial
Geospel," has come intc comuon use, Difiicult as it is to net
upen what they de know, men are heonestly incuiring just what
is their responsibility for each cther,

The individual ameng primitive peoples was ccunted merely
as & member of the clan, tribe or race, Iven the deities were
pnly personifications of the forces of nature., /‘mceng medern
nen-Christien pecples tiie place of the individusl is vastly
difierent firom that enjoyed in the sc-called Christian lands,
“herever tie teaching of Gautama ‘uddha has been reveived, or
where any system of the Tuddhist religion has wielded an in-
fluence, the pecple have been gripped by a convieticon that no
human life pessesses any enduring werth raligioual:r.l The
humen body ks a miserable hindrsnce, and inescapable sufiering
mekes life hardly weorth living., The wershipper of Shinte

catches no sense of the intrinsic wvalue in & human individu=al,

lf-iwa-,‘mvidn: Puddhiem, .Y,.,, G.7. Putnam's Sens, 1901, p. 133,

(2)



The person is valuable only in preperticn te his worth to the
state, Tc¢ the Ccnfucianist, whe scarcely recognizes a Cod,
"ihatever the Superiocr lian seeks is in himself,"l “oven into
the very fiber of this cultured gentlemen's being is this say-
ing of the great teacher, "liave no friends net equasl te your-
self, o2

In the midst of civilizaticns tuilded upen systems which
specifically provided for human slavery, the llebrew prephet
began gradually to regognize scme value in the individusl,
une of the interesting roadways tlhirough 0Old Testement Scriptures
is one which traces tie cconception of the value of the individusl
llebrew, Fellowing Jeosiesh's reformaticn, piocus soculs who ccould
nct obey the comsand te ge teo Jerusalem to worship in the temple
caught scmething of the secret of worshipping without shrine cor
priest, In the "xile family and clan ties were broken and the
individual was threwn back upen Jehcvah, Jeremish gsave his
pecple a life that knew much of the character cof a Ged who would
fellowship with individual men, And Tzekiel broke thrcugh the
cld theology and insisted on each man's own respensibility be-
fore his God, licw and then there appears in the Uld Testament
some sanaé of value net merely to the llebrew Lut for all men.

nd with Jesus every human scul was cf priceless werth,

i s, B, E., 1b320,

- Analects, 1:8.5; sleo 9:24,



In this brief study it is our pwrpese tc inquire inte
the source of Jesus' new appreciaticn of humen life, how it
affected his own human relaticnships, and what he expected

it to mean to future generaticns of Ged's great family of men,
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CHAFTER 1
JESUS' DISCOVEREY OF THE INDIVIDUAL

"0 Thou geoed cmnipctent, whe so carest for everyone cf us,
as if Thou caredest for him slme; and sc for all cf us, as if
ell were but cne! ,......."hou madest me for Thyself, and my
heart is restless until it repcse in Thee,"

-= paint Augustine

A, Our Right to Find the Key

fs children of men we claim very real relationship te
Jesus Christ., “hen he says, "I'veryocne that asketh receiveth;
and he that seeketli findeth; and tec him that knecketh it shall
be openeﬁ,“l we are sure ve are included in the invitsticn
and are glad, Vhen he, the resurrected Christ, says, "Go ye;
therefore, and make disciples cf all nations,”™ he is ciml-
lenging us to see just such value in men and wcuen as he secs,
Ve msk heow it can be, Thence this veluaticn of every individual,
regardless cof race, sex cr staticn?

Te inow how futile it is to undertske to explain & person,
ind yet if we are to accept his challangﬁ, he cxpects us to
know the secret of his way of thinking and deoing and living.
The reccrds give us tiie impression that he wants us to know,
And such an attitude toward feolk implies a way of life rare
to this twentieth century.

1 %, 7:7%0.
2 14, 28:19a,
(e)



B, The llew Testament Attitude
ioward the Creator

If the repreducticon of Jesus' ccnversation as well ac his
longer disccurses is true, there is nc expression on his lips
guite sc often as his title for God and menticon eof his Iingdom,
/nd what does he say about Ged? Sgaim, if our recerds are true,
he deoes not say much sbout Ged, As a llebrew, Jesus assumes Ced,
the ommipotent creator of the universe, In the whele llew Testa-
ment, in which Jesus 1s the central figure, there is scarcely a
sentence of praise or even recogniticn of the "Greet /rtificer, "1
e siaply appeals to men to trust the great, geed Ged te contrel
his wind and sea in the interest of his children,

C, Ged as Fatler in the 0ld Testament

It has come to be slmest axicmatic that Jesus taught us te
think cof God as Father, Tut he was not the first gocd llebrew
to cell Ged & father. The thought was not unknewn te 0Old Testa-
ment writers, Ilict infrequently did prophet and pecet spesk cf
Jeliovahi's fatherly attitude toward his pecple, "I will lesd
thhem, for I aw a father to Isreel."™ "As a father pitieth his
children, sc Jelioveh pitieth them that fear him,"® "hen Israel
waa & child then I leoved him, and called my scn out of Igypt. ...
Yet I taught “phraim tc walk; I tock them cn my arms, but they
knew net that I healed than."4 Tender, besutiful is this con-

cepticn of Jehovah's attitude toward his pecple., Put not once

Fad

4 Glever, T.R.: Jesus of Iistory, ¥.Y., G,H. Doram CO,, 1917,
P. 95,

2 Jer, 31:9, S ps, 103:3. 4 lies, 11:183,



do we find a man eor woman in Jesus' Scriptures, in wership,
addressing Jehcvah as "Father," The almighty, rightecus Geod
of the liebrews was too far away and toc exslted te be Yather,

even tc his prophets, much less to cciwacn men and wemen,

D, Jesus' Dieccvery eof the Tather
1, The Father "Father" was thé title Jesus used in spesking
who
provides either to or of Ged, Of ccurse, he knew how

the prophets had used the title, and it msy have beecn from
them that he received the suggestion, Put it is & beautiful
tribute te his carpenter father that the lessish should use
the relationship of father and son tc describe his cwn rela-
ticnship with Jehevah, the high and hely One,

In the villages of lalestine there was encugh focd and
clothiing to keep industricus fclk comfortable, Jesus had
wabched the great caravans carrying between the cities of the
Jediterranean woerld the precious preducte of mine, lccm and
-crchard. He was convinced that his rather had made bountiful
prevision fer ithe physicel needs of his every child., Felleowing
a disccurse cn anxiety abeut things, Jesus said, "Your Father
kmoweth that ye have need of all these things. Tut seek ye first
his kingdom and his rightecusness snd all these things shell bve
added unte ynu.'l And agein we hear him emphasizing his Fether's
interest in each child and saying, "Are not twe sparrows ecld
for a penny? /And not cne of them shell fell on the ground with-

cut your Father: but the very hairs of yecur head sre sll numbered!<

1 %, 6:32, 33, 2 1%, 10:29, 30,



It has been suggested that God's infinity is the infinity of

his care for the individuel, ( @isiwicd )

2. The Father But Jesus' Father whe never forget physical
whe needs
and seecks need wes infinitely more interested in that
his child

life which was crested to live on through 211
eternity, lie was and is interested in that life which has with-
in it the pover to wound the great heart of its creﬂtur; and
the power te bring teo him comfort and joy and comradeship. Ile
was interested in thie scul with its power to repent cof cffenses
comdtted against him, that.soul which having experienced icr-

lami

gimeness learns to forgive wrongs comuitted by fellcowmen,
in so deing grows intc the likeness of its own Father,

ind all that Jesus tells us of CGed's great, loving, under-
stending heert comes so clearly out cof the young man's cwn ex-
perienca.?' Threughout these"silent years" preceding thie public
ministry Jesus was learning much abcut Ged as Father, e have
ne reasen to believe his home wes essentially different from
cther gcod liebrew househelds, It is thie uniqueness cf Jesus
tliat he grasped these things, The fact is he was very sure he
did discover tlie very heart cof the God of his pecple and Jesus
was just as sure as we nrle that his Father was the Failier of
all mankind,

llcre than once as & hungry lad, Jesus had received bread

1 Ut, 18:32, Te Jesus it was natursl that one whe receives for-

glveness shculd fergive ctherg,
2

1913, p. 49.

Yent, C.F.,: The Ilife and Teachings cf Jesus, “esten, Scribner's,
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from Jeseph's hand, And there must have ccme to him tlie sense
that Ged, his great spiritual Fatier, responded just as gra-
ciocusly te his children's needs, le had seen his cwn motier
sweep and sift the shavings in the shop home until she found =&
lost cein, He mey have Jcined some anxicus shepherd in =
night's search for some venturesome lamb, Ter years he had
watched the troubled yet expectant face of a neighber fatler
a8 he waited for the return cf his prodigsl bey. Ile may have
becn a guest at the feast given in henor of tiie boy's home-
coming, where he saw the gleam in the father's eye and felt the
relief and satisfacticn and joy in the very tone cof every word
that fell from that old man's lips. And there came tc Jesus
the picture of his Father's great, throbbing concern for his
ovn children whe de neot know him, who are entirely cut eof

1 e are told that for Jesus the

sympathy with his hely purpose.
word "leost" was "tender and compassicned and full e¢f the heart
of CGed, " The Ged that Jesus knew suffered a father's grief

that anything so preciocus as an individusl shcould be lest.

I, The l‘eaning of Scnship

1, Discovery In his later young manhced that erisis knownm
of
essentials as the baptism snd wilderness experience
of
sonship Yrought to Jesus a deeper, very vivid sense

of what it meant tc be a son of the kind of Ged he had learned

1 Giover: Op, oit., pp. 24-28,

“ Qoun, Jehn: "Individual," Dicticnery of the Ceospels,
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te knew and leve, Thrcugh theose days of thought, prayer and
most intimate fellcowshilp he found his Father's heart ready to
respond tec the very deepest need of cne of his strugiling chil-
dren, That wilderness experience was nc play-acting with little
or no pessibility cf failure, OSuch a Savier as men find in Jesus
Christ must uertain}y have been "in 8ll pcints tempted like as

vie ara."l

In his inmest scul he was asking questicens te which
he must have answer, "hat did it mean tc be the Son of Ged? If
he were tec establish the ingdom eof God, what kind eof a I'ingdom
should it be? How was it tc be realized? “ere the pecple right
in their picture of a llessiah whe would cvertirew pelitical en-
emies and establish a lingdom surpaseing in splendcr the kingdcms
of the esrth and one in which every citizem would be free from
all physicel hardship?

ut of those days Jesus came with the fundsmental answers
to these questions, e learned that the Scon of Ged wes te de
more than feed the bodies cof men, IHis business was tc reflect
the character cf Ged, "lan shell not live by bread s=lcne, but
by every werd that proceedeth ocut of the mouth of Ced,"® lie wes
keen encugh and honest encugh te accept the fact that any spec-
tacular snncuncement of his lessishship would have been utterly
selfish and ultimately futile tc the Scn's business cof I'ingdom
building. lience the reply, " Thou shelt not make trial ci the
Lord, thy God, "

These principles were to Jesus tlie very essentials cf Ccnship.
ind these essentials far transcended the leftiest concepticn ef

tlie piocus peasant, the most sericus and heonest ‘harisee cof his

1 ieb. 4:5b, 2 ut. 434, 5 1t. 4:7.
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own tiuse, or cf the prophets of old, They had to de primarily
with character, with the Son's attitude toward the Father,
Sonship meant living in absclute ebedience to , and in complete
sympathy with, the will of the Father, whose interest was in
every child cof unn.l It was an interest surpassing that of the
very ncblest liebrew father, as far as Ccd's cmmipotence sur-
passed that of a human father,
2, A privilege The ecenturies which have been unfelding for us
giagll the hislory of all mankind seem clearly te
verify Jesus' belief that he was the first te discover the will
and the heart of God, Ie was very sure that he was the Scn of
Ged.” And he was just as sure that it was his Father's will
that every one of his children beccme in very deed sons cof Ced,
entering intec the beautiful relationship that he knew, After a
gtartling admeoniticn te geo freely a second mile, probably bearing
& burden for some arrcgant Romean scldier, hear his demand that
men leove their enemies "that ye beccme scns of your Father whiech
is in haavnn."3 /nd then he follows with that "impcssible” command

nd Again

"Be ye perfect, even as your heavenly Father is perfiect.

we hear him saying, "Iven so it is nct the will of your Father

that one of these little cnes should parinh."h

5. The price The records indicate that after the temptaticn
gﬁnahip experience Jesus never went back tec his old

pesiticn as bread-winner in the houscheld at lazgareth, /ind it

A Vendt, H,H,: The Teachings af Jesus, Vel. I, p. 209,

&

Jn. 18:25; 10:7-9. ° 1%, 5:45. ¢ umt, b:48. O 1, 18:14,
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locks as if the thought of Ged that fnrlhlm.cleuad the career as
carpenter and sent him out es preacher and teacher was the digs-
covery that his Father was searching fer his leet children,

Could the Son ¢f Ged de cther than share in that searchy lis
whole life story seems to tell of his recogniticn cf & privilege
of ccbperating with his Father in bringing the scns of men inte
their heritage of fellowkhip with their Father, It meant werking
together with Ged, & privilege which was worth any price, Tor

Jesus, being the Scn of Ged meant being like God.l

It meant pay-
ing the price which would show his fellowmen what Ged is like,

It meant spesking truth which cut inte the very roots of the
ecclesiasticel order of his time.? It meant breaking the Law,
even for but one wretched 1&%*4:1«:1;1.:1.,""sr It meant being peculiar, It
meant being misunderstced and unpupula:r.l|Ir It meant whole nights

¢f hard thought and ;rﬂyﬂr.b

It meant Geihpemane and the Cross,
al! for the sake of being the 3cn of a Father whese "infinity
consists in his infinite care for the individual,"®

As Jesus Dbeheld the suffering rocund abecut him, he was sure
his way of life was more worthwhile ‘then that of even the most
fertunate of his countrymen, Jugt toc be llke such & Father as
he knew was priceless ettainument, e never sugcested comfert _
and ease to those whe would beccome ocns of hie Tather and theirs,
And yet we hear him speeking (it must have been to a multitude

of commen village felk), "Come untc me all ye that laber and are

1 4. 5:48, “

3
° 1x, 13:12-14, * Ik, 5:30, 6 Ik, 6:12; 21:37.

© amn: op, eip., p. 814,

ik, 2:27, 28; 1k, 3:15; 5:
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heavy laden and I will give you rest, Take my Joke upen you and '
learn of me, ,...... For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.n!
Sens of @Ged have burdens to bear., And bearing them in his fellow-
ship they become like God,

4, Ccneclusion In conclusicn we are ccenvinced that it was
through fellowship with his great, leving Father-Ced, that Jesus
came to recognize something of the divine, scmething of the in-
trinsic worth in every human being. A father loves and respects
each clhiild as an individual, Ile sees in each child & personality
with its own peculiar characteristics. Vith this semse cf his
Father's appreciation of every individusl as the very life current
of his whele mimistry Jesus gave himself utterly tc the task of
establishing the Ilingdom of leaven, '

1 3¢, 11:20, 30,



CHAPTER II
THE PLACE OF THE INDIVIDUAL IN JESUS' MINISTRY



CHAPTER 1I
THZ PLACE OF THE INDIVIDUAL IN JESUS' MINISTRY

"This truth that God ceres for eweryone of us is ensy to
speak sbout, beautiful tc contemplate, but hard tc beliewe,....
low can we make it real to ourselves thet he whe sustains the
milky way, who helds Oricn and the FPleiades in his leash, knows
us by name?"

== Harry Tmerson Iecsdick

A, Jesus and the Crowds

1, The crowd's (ne of the mest vivid impressions left Ly the

igfgziuﬂ gospel records is that of Jesus' compassien fer
the mltitudes, /nd it is easy tc see that with scme thirty
years of such intimecy with Ged as cculd culminate in his baptism
and wilderness experience, Jesus returned tc Judea and then teo
Galilee with his spirit keenly, almest painfilly, alert to every
human need. His scul was literally burning with the desire teo
make every man he met grasp and appreciate the fact cf his great
privilege of beccoming in his soul a Scn of Gad.l

In his early ministry Jesus seems deliberately to have

sought the centers of population, Ve are teld that after a brief
visit in llazareth upcn his return from the Jordan, he went down

to Capernaum, where he taught the pecple "on the Sabbath dav.”g

1 1n, 1:35-42.

2 .
Ik, 4:310. (16)
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/nd then we hear him say tc his disciples, "I must ge alsc inte
the next towns,"l It wes his custom to attend the annuel re-
ligious festivals of the Jews in Jerusalem where there were al-
ways crowds,

The pecple among whem Jesus worked knew nothing cof the .
rigid schedule of cur mecdern industrial and educaticnal systems,
They enjoyed the frcedom of home-craft industry. 7e are téld
that in his day that tiny ccuntry supported scme tve and one-
half millien souls.,® Se literal multitudes cculd come together
upen & moment's invitation., They had time to come and te stay,
If the discipline of the synagogue schecl might be compared
with that ef e typical schocl in scme parts of the Orient teday,

the master and pupils were often a part of the crowd.

2, Jepus' It is clear that many cf the pecple, perhaps mest -
appeal
tc the of them, came from pure curicsity or in the hope of
creowds

geeing scme miracles. Jesus was very sure that cne
crowd fellowed him heping feor faﬁd.a And yet the very fact of
curicsity is what we build on in any attempt at education, There
wes something about Jesus himself that could held erowds, even when

4 In ocur study cof

far eaway from hcome, until late in the evening.
the place of the individual in Jesus' teachinge we shall find a
gsecret of those large mudiences in the very neture cf his dis-

course, Iven though the crowd was sc great that he had tec push

1 1k, 1:38, (licrne, p. 137).

- Sandsy: Sacred Sites cof the Gbspels, p. 106.
S In. 6:26, 4 1, 14:13-21,
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out in & boat tc speak tc them, his teaching was individual, "le
was an individual dealing with individusals and rnquired frem them
most individual actions, repentance and obedience, "

it is one of the comuon characteristics of the great human
family te delight in being reccgnized as individuasls, And these
hungry peasant folk were quick toc recognize Jesus' sincere inter-
est, These farmers and tradesmen, as well ¢s the bargain-driving
merchents, were just as quick tec feollow Jesus thrcugh te the very
heart of things as were the tutcred scribes amd ‘harisees, Indecd,
scmetimes those men find it easier tc think in straight lines than
de the more cultured felk whe depend tce much upon the training of
the schecel,

Inte those multitudes there came many a mesn and women with
mind alert and heart receptive, whe went away tc finer, nobler
living, end with & sense of what it meant te beleng tc Ged, just
such a God as Jesus knew, There were doubtless these who in their
hearts made the same respcnse as did a certain ignerant African
woman, After hearing abcut her father's lcve expressed in the
life and character cof such a Son as Jesus, she turned to & member
¢f her ocwn clan and sald, "There! I always told ycu there cught
tc be a Ged like that,”

e know there was a group of followers whe wers j.st as lcyal
as they knew how to be. During Jesue' last week in Jerusalem, the
scribes and Tharisees dered not be tee beld in their attempts te
silence Jesus, They feared an uprising in his behelf.® And ime

mediately after Jesus' death the nmumber of followers was sc large

1 2

coun, J.: Op, cit., p. 814, 1%, 26:4, 5,
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that they were considered a menace tc the established religicus

urder.l

3, The individuel We have spoken of how individual was Jesus' '
in the
cerowd teaching even when speaking tec the multitude,

He siuply never lcst sight of the individual, Think cf the re-
action that came tc every man, wcmen, boy or girl whc heard his
perable of the ninety and nine.” And if they allcwed themselves
tc be honest, how small those seribes and FTharisees must have
felt! Think of quibbling cover eating with sinners when Jehcveh,
the Father of those very sinners was like the Geoocd Shepherd, /And
whe was there who was net very sure that he was the hundredth sheep
end being scught by the cheplherd? If it were on that same cccasicn
Jesus teld the stery of the lcst bqr,a we wonder how many prod=-
igals there were in the crowd., Tere there &s meny ss there were
folk?

(nce again we find Jesus' wheole spirit determined by the
conviction that his Tather cares for the individual end cannct
rest until every child has respended te his love,

e find it very easy to suppose that scme of that very
group did repent, thus bringing joy tec heaven and tec Jesus' eager
scul, 7Tere they part of the multitude dreaded by scrbbe and
tharisee during Jesus' last week in Jerusalem?

Although we may find that Jesus did mmeh of his most effec-
tive werk in the small grcup end in perscnal interview, the CGes-

pels repeatedly picture for us Jesus among the pecple, Iiis heart

1 ,cte 4:1-18, 2 71k, 165:1-7. S Ik, 15:11-32.



never ceased to be meved by the multitudes,--multitudes of in-

dividual scule,

I, Jesus end the Cmall Group
l, Jesus Jlthough Jesus never lest interest in the sculs

Sggégifas ef the hungry feclk cf the crowd, he had clear
encugh insight tc discover scom that for permenent werk frecuent,
even ccnstant, contect wes necessary, Fcllewing the custem nct
cenly of his own pecple and age, but that of many pecples and
neny eges, Jesus drew to himself a group of young men intc whose
character and minds he conscicusly set cut tec instill the things
he had learned abcocut and from God,

We wish we knew esch ¢f the men more intimately., There is
just encugh tcld tc make us very sure they were twelve distinet
and very different personalities., Thelir one comucn characteristic
wes a loyalty to Jesus and openminded interest in the things he
talked about. 7e who are eternally indebted tc them for the Je-
sus of history as well as the message of the ¥isen, living Christ
are tempted to wonder that they were sc¢ dull cf ccmprehensicn, so
slow to grasp truth which we cf the twentieth century have scarce=-
ly made ocur own,

We are accustcmed tc speak of "The Twelve,"t Did Jesus
speak cof them so? 7Thy wes an apostclic scheocl not a permanent
institution? One was cheosen to fill the vacancy left by Judas.
And yet there is certainly nc evidence that the grcup wes main-

1 3%, 26:20; 1k, 14:17; Ik. 22:14, 47; Jn, 6:71,
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tained as such, The disciples, hcwever, were held in high respect
in the early church, especially amcng all Jewish Christians,
Their testimeony was eccepted as authority. .sul's let.ers show
hew he was not allowed to forget that he was nct cne cof the twelve
whe teamped and talked with Jesus., liad Jesus given the slightest
hint of sclidarity for this little group, they would mest likely
heve caught it, and it is easy tc picture how such a bedy mi ht
have assumed authority over the whole Christian church,

o, this is just anctlier evidence of Jesus' wey eof werking.
erk reveals much in that little sentence in which he anya;
"Jesus chuaé his disciples that they might be with nim, "t The
only suggestion of that which we cell Borganizetion” wes just the
fact that Judas carried the ccmmon purse, The binding power in
the group was & comucn friend, whom they reccgnized ss3 aster
end Teacher,

ctudents have given much time teo detailed study cof Jesus!
training ef the twelve and doubtless with ne small prefit, It
is surprieing that sc little is recorded as having been said to
then alene, They must have been with him mecet cof the threc years.,
e read of what he did and said in their presence, but usually
tlie erowd was there, "'e kncow they did have seascns alcne,~
"hy are those discourses net reccorded? "'e venture the suggesticn
that the men never thought of reporting masny of the things that
were said to them, They were so infermel, 5S¢ citen the most
significent lesson cf the day came under such homely, cemion

circunstances that tlie men scarcely realized what they were

1%, 3:140, % 3k, 4:34; 7:384; 8:27-9:14,



learning, Sc eften the most precicus gifts cof frianduhip heve
been with us for months before we inew that we have then,

Ve are told that & real tercher tesclies the child first,
trusting that thrcugh her technique scme mathemetics, gecgraphy,
etc., masy be learned., Iut the first interest is the child, 35c
Jesus was teaching J'eter, James, Jchn, and each cf tiie rest
eternal truth., fut his emphasis was upon each man, e knew that
truth is caught quite as surely as it is taught. Out of these
menths eof fellowship they did catch much of his spirit, ﬂhey,
in very truth, did beccme fishers c¢f men, and were s¢ successful
that church and stete fesred this new way cof life would upset
tiie cstablished order, Traditicn tells us how these same men
died as martyrs loyal tec their Lerd,

Jesus lived and werked on the principle expressed by Scint
Augustine, "One leoving spirit sets ancther on fira.“l lie chese @
grcoup of twelve young wen who had responded tc his picture cf
Ged, Ile respected them as individusl men, They sew him under
every scrt cof circumstance, They had every chance tc find
weakness in his charascter, but even in their judgment there wes
not mich amiss, They felt his respect fer them, Je loved them
snd let them kneow it, lle rebuked them, lle prayed for them in-
dividuslly, "e hear him as he turns to ’eter end says, "Tut I
made supplicstiocn for thee, that thy faith feil net, "

Throughout his ministry one of the cutstending charscteris-
tics of vesus wes his hcnesty, "e have elresdy spcken of how he

tock it for granted there would alweys be burdens te beer. /‘nd

1 Cenfessicnes, 4:14, 21, < 1k, 22:32,
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although he wes very sure that his FPather meent that all physicsal
necds be met, he never promised ease tc any applicent for disciple-
ship, "And there came & scribe and said unto him, Teacher, I wild
felleow thee wherescever thou goeat."l That wes & beld declaratien
cf leyalty from a churchman, J/nd Jesus must have been glad fer
any member cof the literati whe could cr would sccept the messege
he hed come te bring.BPut listen tc¢ his reply, "The fexes have heles,
and tihe birds cf the heaven have nests; but the Scn of man hath
net where to ley his head,"® Jesus insisted that anycne whe under-
tock his way of life do it with eyes copen, Ile would heve his dis-
ciples ‘ ell aware of the fact that nc big salaries cr even con-
ferteble howes were assured, !e wes werking with & minimum of
physical cemfort and he cculd promise ne mere te his disciples,
To Jesus, discipleship meant exsctly what 1t meant to him tc be
the Son cf Gnd.a And that was willingness to pay any price cir-
cumstances might demand of cone comuitted tc cbedience to the will
cf his ratier,

ell may men nmarvel at the dignified intimscy that existed
between master 8nd student friends. 7e have seen how he shered
witih them tihe triuwphent struggle of the wilderness experience.
lle gave them Ged's answer te his searching cuestions and pictured
for them something cf how it came. Intc the later crises cof his-
life Jesus tock them right with him just as deeply ss they were
able tec go.

It must have been near the clcse cof tlhie sc-celled period eof

LA2 ut, 8:19=22, : 3 Wk, 10:39,
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retirement intc tiie region of Cyre-.hicenicie that Jesus led in
that series of conversations about the meaning and ccst of es-
aiahahip.1 !nd the converssaticn nesr Caesares~'hilip;i weas
gcuething of a climax in the thinking of the whele group, JTuke
seys Jesus had been praying and his disciples were with him,
""he de the multitudes say the Con of man 18 .......... Fut vwhe
say ye that I am?" "The Christ of Ged." The disciples were sc
censcious that that weyside conversetion was fraught with a sig-
nificence sc nevw end mighty that their report is feirly electrie
in its tenseness, Jesus wes nct only seeking to know what they
hed been thinking but was slsc throwing out a challenge for clear-
er further thinking than they had yet known,

I few days later ‘eter, James and John were with Jesus when
he prayed.® And how cculd they better have learmed the meaning
of ‘epsimhship than to be present when the Son ¢f Ced scught from
hie rather the next step in the accomplishment of his missicn?
They were given to know that Ged was there, Scmething heppened
that brought ferth a special name for the whole event, “'e call it
the transfiguration. /nd dare we smile =28 we recall the suggesticn
that they bulld tabernacles to jicses, "lijah and tlie llessish?
They were learning lesscns so new and sc significent even to this
twentieth century that it is nc wender they were bewildered, They
knew that @God held communion with men.

Yor us the sgignificent thing about the three shert vears
Jesus spent witi that little group of ccmmon felk is that they

did learn so mich of the lesson he had learned fcocrm his Fether end

1 Ik, 8:18=27.

b, 16:13-28; 1k ;
9 9:28-36,

& -9
te 17:1-7; Ik, Ik,



25

theirs, They learned that Ged wes interested in individusals and
he expected men to beccme like himself in character, /nd the

records of Jesus' cmmuiaainnl

to the eleven whe remained faith-
ful reveals scmething of how keenly they were aware of the fact
that Jesus went away depending on them te carry on the bask eof -
LZingdom building., Iisteory tells us that every one of them preved

veorthy of the trust,

2, Jesus e wish the authors of the gospels had teld us more
in the
hone about Jesus' }Jife in his own heme, and had preserved

for us mere detailed pictures of him as guest in the homes of
friends, /ud yet the Jesus of experlence has filled in betwe n

the lines until we cen almest hear scme of the conversaticns cof the
carpenter shibp, e are just sure farmers whc came for plews vent
home with scme new sense of Ged's care and love fer themfl /nd we
de have a few very significant scenes in which Jesus was the guest
ef hoener, Perhape it is because of uniqueness in eech situaticon
thhat these stories are preserved, 7Twe of the cccasicns were

Tfeasts given by wealthy publicans, despised tex-ceollectors, un-
worthy to entertain & loyel Jew,

T.e first was up at Capernaum in the hcme of Levi ,3’ the
fifth tec jein Jesus' inuner circle. e have no direct reflecticn
of the conversaticn that day, Jut the very fact that Jesus and
his disciples accepted tlhie invitsticn was an elcquent declarzticn
of the burden of the Master's whcle message. And the visit

breught forth comments froem the scribes and Tharisees to which

1 34, 28:16-20; 1k, 16:14, 15; Ik, 24:44-53,
= Glover: Op, eit., p. 28, S Ik, 5:27"=32,



Jesus replied in scme cf his most direct statements of his own
missicn, lie had come to seek out, to heal and to save even the
pocr rich Xelk who were far away from God,

Accerding tc the reccrds Jesus invited himself tc be a

guest at the home of the curious, earnest zaccheus.t

tgain
Jesus broke away from trasdition and dined with a "chief pub-
lican, & very rich man,” Orthedex Jews were guick tec eriticise,
Zut Jesus' cne ccncern that dey was winning a men; fer "the Sen
of man ceame tc seek and te save that which wes lest.” /nd he
won the man,“ Details of the table ccnversation are lacking,
Tut it requires little imagination t¢ conelude thet the general
theme of conversaticon had te de with the Kingdom of rightecusness,
The whole perty must have scmehow beccme strangely awere of the
character of God, that the hest sheould have made such & declara-
tion., Out of things Jesus had been seying plus his whole at-
titude towerd pecple, Zeccheus became a penitent befcore a Frther
whe would fergive, /A man was in earnest when he could say to
Jesus, "Iehcld Lord, the half of my gocds I give to the pocer;
and if I have wrongfully exected saught of any man, I restcre
feurfeld,"

Our imaginations have delighted to picture many happy cce- :
casions when Jesus vwas & guest in the home of his Tethany friends,
Put the scene which recuires less iuagination ¢c make it real

and which means much to us was the one inwhich Jesus teught his

1 1%, 19:1-10.
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great lesscn on the meaning of hcapitalit:,r.l

Again he was eum-
phasizing the velue of perscnality. Te¢ Jesus it was tle man or
weman thet ccunted, Hespitality mesent more than the previsicn
cf feced, It provided fer matual interchange of ideas, It im-
plied cenversation on themes that had te de with the real values
ef life, As wes Jesus' way, in only a sentence cor twe he brought
to 1light the key tc the enrichment cf cne cf the oldest rites
kncwn to human scciety., /And when will hospitality cease to be
a most effective method for the nurturing of friemdship? /gein
he wes working in the realm of the individusl. Friends esre won
and kept one by cone, )

It was as & guest in the hcme of Simen of Tetheany® that
Jesus made one of his mest emphatic ssserticns eof the weorth of
every human soul, 4And it came not as a climax in leofty,
thoughitful conversation, but as an actusl experience lived cut
ameng the very elite of the town, 7e can understend the amazement
of those cultured gentlemen as that woman ancinted the head of
the guest of honer, and allcwed her untidy hair teo zbserb the
tears thaet fell upon the feet of her lerxd. Unalle to comprehend
the significance cof the situation, questions were asked which
brought ferth the parable of the twe debtors., The stery is se
perfectly clear, /nd yet to this day we, tce, stand smezed that
such a thing could be,

. Jesus in lerscnal Interviews

Some of Jesus' moet significent work wae done in perscnal

1 1x, 10:38-42. 2 14, 2636=-13; 1k, 14:3-9; Ik, 7:36-50,
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interviews. ILet us recell & few of the individusls tec whom he
ministered,? "here was sach of the Twelve; then tlere were also
Nicodemus, “‘eler's wife's meother, the secn ef the noblemen at
Capernsum, Simen the “harisee, I'nry ‘‘agdslene, Josnna, Susanna,
tlie Cadarene demcniac, lartha, -ary, lazarus, the mcther of
Jemes and Jolmn, Not ineluding tlie twelve or the seventy, frem
our mweagre gespel records we can meke & list of at least fifty
persons with whom Jesus camme intec scme vilal tcuch, If the gos-
peles naune sc wany, were must have Leen sceres more whe treasured
meiaories of conversaticns which meant for them life, new and
worthiwhile,

“e shall study Jesus very briefly in just four cf the inter-
views: ocne with an honerable citizen, one with a wretclied sinner,

cne with an ambiticus family, and one with an intimate friend,

1, Interview “"hether disciples were present at that night-
with a goed
citizen time conference cor vwhetlier the ncoble Tharisee

~ teld the stcry, ve do net know, 'e only lnow that the Teurth
Gespel has preserved for ua, in scne detail; Jesus' conversation
with one liccdemus, whc hae come tc be one ¢f the cutstanding
characters of the llew Testament,

e are left to imagine the besutiful Oriental courtesies of
introduction, Ve slmest feel the simple, genuine welcome which
made it easy for Nicodemus tc address Jesus as Fabbl and go
directly tc tiie purpose cf his caell, /ind one of our very first

-

impressions is Jesus' recogniticn of his guest's sincerity. Ie

1 liorne, H,il,: Jesus: The lmster Teacher, ¥.Y,, Asscciaticn
I'ress, 1925, p. 140,
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knew what it meant for a man in his position te be secking a
private interview with a peasant prophet from Galilee, It was
clear to Jesus that, limited and bound as he was by his own
Pharissism, he was honestly seeking truth,

!nd Jesus came cut straight from the shculder with cne of
tiie mest perscnal, cne of the mest fundomental declarstions he
ever made, "Verily, verily, I ssy untec thee, except cne be bern
anew, he cannet see the kingdom cof ch.“l From his youth licc-
demus hed been trained to believe that all Jews Ly birth and
especielly those of his particular party, were mewbere of the
kingdom, ILittle wonder he waes astonished and ssked how such a
thing cculd be, Iut Jesus believed in hin, Iie waw nct merely
the Tharisee dreaded® by the ccumnon pecjple, lle saw the man God
would have him be, Cc he fellowed his first statement with ex-
planation and further challenge,

Jiiccdemus had come to Jesus recognizing in him a peculiar
releticnship te Cod, apparently because cof signs he had aaen; er
about which he had heard, /nd Jesuse began telking with him =2bout
& mirecle infinitely more wonderful then anytliing of which he
may have heard by wildest rumeor, le wes offering te that gocd
citizen a miracle tc¢ teke place within his own life, He wes cof-
fering him an experience with God, e was telling him how Ced's
evnl Spirit was ready to come inte his life, mpking him see and
feel and think like God., Jesus must have said many things tc make

clear & thought sc new, and they are lcst te us. The last ques-

1 Jn, 3:3,

s t, 23:13-29 (Deseripticn of a character which the ccimaen

pecple would heve dreeded, )
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ticn we have from Yiccdemus is, "liow can these things be?"l ind.
Ged has an oppertunity to help felk whe are ssking such cuestions
as that, 7e wish we knew the wheole stery, Tut much sy ve ime
plied frcom the sequel, which Jchn gives when he tells us that
llicodemus ceme with costly gifts of myrrh and aloes to asncint
Jesua' bedy in preparation for burisl,

2., Interview Tithin the lest few years educators have been
with a
sinner studying Jesus as & teacher, lerman Yarrell

llerne names the five mest unanimously accepted essentials of
a werld teacher; then snnounces that the Calilecan preacher-
tescher embedies them all,® From the stendpeints of beth teacher
and preacher, there is probably novhere a more perfect piece of
perscnal work than Jesus' interview with the "weman cof Samarin*F
It was mid-day, And there sat on the curb of the village
well, just ocutside Jychar, in the ccuntry of Semarie, a stranger,
dusty and thirsty from travel, All the respected women of the
town were in their hcomes, ©Oc¢ it was an opportune ti e for this
woman to come for water, Jesus understocdl the situation at a
glence, ©She was cof the despised mixed rece and guilty of the
sin moet hated by tie Jew, The stranger whom she knew tc be &
Jew ssked for a drink, It is surprising what happened through
that simple request, The well cf race prejudice began to crumble,
From the tcne of sbsclute sincerity the woman knmew that she had
been reccgnized as an individuel nct unlike cther persons.

In reply tc the woman's answer of smszement that a Jew

1 Jn, 3:9. 9.

2
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should address a Samariten, Jesus seems to say, "If you knew
God's great willingness tec bless ycu and whe it is thaet =azks cf
you a faver, you would seize the oprortunity tc ask cf him =
very much greater cne, %You would ask him for the living water."l
llet unnaturelly the woman questicned his reply, "'lience the
living water? /rt thou greater than our father Jaceb?"® ind
just here comes cne of the laster Teacher's masterful peplies.
Unlike the typical Jew, he did not challenge her right tec cell
Jeccb her fatlier, snd nelther did he fellow up her comparison eof
himself with Jacob, Teather, he uttered to thet ignorant, unfeor-
funate woman cne of his most significent and mest loved promises,
"Iveryone that drinketh of this water shell thirst agein: but who-
soever drinketh ¢f the water I shall give him shell never thirst;
but the water I give him shell beccme in him a well cof water
gpringing up unto eternal 1ife." Tlote the reply, "Sir, give me
this water, that I thirst not, neither ccome 2ll the way hither
to drew,"* Idsunderstcod him? rerhaps. Rut something had hap-
pened, This needy wemsn was asking Jesus for scmething, Iler
longing for scmething, she mey not have known what, had come to
expression, Jesus had awakened wonder and hope,
Then came ancther masterful step. "Go, ee2ll thy husband,
and come hither,"> The Teacher hsd the interest.and attention
ef his pupil. The ‘hysiclan had the confidence of his petient,
The veoman made henest reply. Tergetting all sbout the megic
water she sccn reccgnized in the man whe cculd sympatheticelly

imow her and her sin, cne whe also knew Ced, /nd she called

Telker, R.l.: A lester .ersbnality, Jlethodist Beck Cencern,
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him a prophet,

The woman then turned to Jesus with the piggest theclogical
question on her horizon, “hether or nct she wished tc turn the
conversation evay from herself and her sin, we cannct know. . 7e
do know that felk sre touching a very perecnsl, vitel theme
when they talk abput vhere te pray, where Ced is willing te meet
his child., Jecus treated her as if she were sincere, = scemed
tc respect her as the woman she ought tc have been snd fellewed
her lead intec & discuscicn ebout where to prey. Yet fergetiing
thie debt to the Jews for the way of salvaticn, agein he spoke
meither es Jew nor Semaritan, “"Women, believe me, the hour
ccmeth, when neither in this mountein, ner in Jerusalem, shell
ye worship the Father.,.....God is spirit; and they that wcrship
him must worship him in spirit and truth. For suech deth the
Tather seek tc be his wurahippers."l

“"hen the disciples ceme back from Sychar, they found Jesus
so happy that he forgot his own hunger and thirst. "I have neat
teo eat that ye know not, ..... ¥y meet 1s tc dc the will eof him
tliizt sent me, and tec accomplish his werk, .... I1ft up your eyes,
end lock unto the fields, they are white alresdy untc the harvest, "2
It leocks as if he lmew that thie woman really did sccept the living
water which he had cffered,

Thatever Jesus may have said about his Messishship was cver-

iadewéd for the weman in her ccnscicusness of heving found cne
vho was interested in her geod. ©She went back tec her village

with an invitetion to see not & mere fortune-teller but cne whe

1 gn. 4:21, 23, 24, 2 n, 4:32, 34, 35D,
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had scmething new and diiferent tc tell about Ged. The stranger
had celled God a Fatlier, who cculd be wershipped anrwhare; end
mere wenderful still, her Iather was seeking for even such mis-
erable, unhapyy fclk as she had been to worship him,

Jehn tells us that many "believed" because cof the testimeny
cf the weman; that the pecple esked him to come intc the village
and live with them, "lIe abede there twe deys, /And meny mere
believed beceuse cf his word, "

in these perasgrephs we heve reviewed the story cof Jesus'
conversation with one of scociety's lowest, en outcaest., Agein
we find hinw giving his best, le, like the ather abcut whom he
tcld her, scught out the cpportunity tc talk with her, ‘To-
priety demanded that he keep silent, Ilict for a moment unmindful.
of her sin, her need, he treated her with the respect due tlie woman
God meant she should be, e brought to her the same kindly for-
giving Father-Ged, whese Son he knew himself tc be,

3, Interview The roads leading te the Loly City were peopled
with an :
ambitious with eager pilgrims, geing to keep the Tlassover,
fewdly :

The air was surcharged with the sense that if
Jesus of lazareth were there scmething new and strange would
certainly come te pnaa.a The disciples whe had just been with
t.eir Master through the sc-called pericd of retirement were
convinced that somehow the Kingdom was about te be reslized.
The accomplishment of Jesus' mission wes imminent. They wanted to
understand vhat he said abecut the Iingdem and about himself, tut

1 gn. 4:40b, 41. 2 sn. 11:56, 57; 12:20.



it was simply beyond their kan.l

It must have been scmewhere along the way tc Jerusslem that
James and Jchn, sccompanied by their mntharf sought cut an in-
terview with Jesus in which they revealed the meaning of the
Iingdom from their peint of view. If Hebrew custcms were like -
these of some parts of the Urient tedsy, it wes very natural fer
the mother to make applicetion for peositicns for her mature
gsone, Ve who can lcck back upon the event have said much about
the blindness of beth mother end sons, that they still thought
Jegus wes to set up an earthly kingdem, Iuch has been written
about the selfish ambition of the men who would "get in on the
ground fleor" ss the king would mske up his cabinet,

The fact is we are scarcely in a positicn 4o cffer much
criticism upen these mistaken felk, There is, however, much
tc be learned from the Laster Teacher as he met the situaticn,
There is scarcely & werd which discleses the dissppeintment ' hich
migt have been very keen, Instead cf rebuke, in reply there
came a question which has rung dowm through the eenturies as a
chiallenge which men to this day find slmest, if not cuite, beycnd
their grasp. "/re ye able tc drink the cup that I am about to
drink?,.....Are ¥e able?"” Then came the confident respense,

"g gre sable," Very probably Jemes and Jehn did net know what
they were seaying. Tut they did believe in their goed Friend. :
Jesus most certainly believed in them and simply accepted at face
value their declaraticn. "Iy cup indeed ye shall drink." Their
lcyelty had besn proven ddfficiently for Jesus to believe that

1 1y, 18:31-34,  © Mt, 20:20-28; ik, 10:35-45; Ik, 18:31-34,
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when he was gone they would be true to the ideals he had given
them, They would stend es individusl men in the very teeth of
persecution even untc death,

The story continued tells hew Jesus included in the dis-
cussicn the wheole group ¢f disciples end especially stated the
enly terms on which men could expect positicns in his Kingdem,
"hosoever wcould be great ameng you shall be your minister:
end vhoscever would be first among you shall be your aarmnt.“l
fnd the records seem tec imply that the twe ambiticus brethers
left that interview almost feorgetting their originel request,
ut with hearts and minds honestly grappling with the challenge
to develop ability to serve,

Sc again we find Jesus teaching individusl men, Jomes snd
Jchn, & leseon, reénforced by a background of respect and un-
faltering trust., "'re ye able? ......ly cup indecd ye shall
drink,"® Iuke records the story of James' desth at the hands of
Nernd Agrippa in 44 £A.0.% And evidence is accumlating which

peints to an esrly mertyr's desth for John, 4

4, Interviews In cur study of Jesus in perscnsl interviews,
with a
friend we have now tco cbserve scme of his contacts

with cne of his mest intimete friends, And we have chosen the

friend who is so like all of us. Is there any single person to
vheom more adjectives have been applied then te Simen ;‘atar,’

fisherman of Ceperneum, who responded tc the chsllenge to beccme

1.4, 20:26, 27. 2 14, 20122, 23. O Aets 12:2.

® lent, C.¥,: The Teachings of Jesps, 1'.Y,, Scribmer's, 1913, p. 32

&n

“t. 4:168-20,



56

a fisher cf men? Ile was warm-hearted, guick-tempered, coura-
gecus, resourceful, vacillating, energetic, enthusiastic, in-
quisitive, intense, afiecticnate, devoted, and scmetimes im-
pudent, Tishop Warne declares that he is the best type of
universal human nature; that he is the nearest like everybody
cf anybody in sacred cor secular 1iturntura.1
We have mo wey of knowing when the friendhsip began, e
only know that very esrly Jesus hed invited Simen ‘eter "tc¢ be
with him."a Then after scme two years and mere of slmost con-
stant fellowship, up at Caesarea Jnilippi, Jesus cpened a ccn-
versation sbout himself,® And it was Peter who voiced the con-
victicn that Jesus was the Christ. /And when Jesus begen telling
these nearest, dearest friends scmething ecf the price that must
be paid, scmething cf what it wes meaning te him tc be the leong-
heped-for lessish, Peter could not understend.4 And in respense
te his insistence thet he knew what should ccme to ﬁnd'a Ancinted
(ne, the reccrds tell us cf ocne c¢f the sternest rebukes that
ever fell from humen lips. Net many men cen kecp a friend after
ccmparing him with Satan., JTut Jesus had elreedy proved himself
tec eter, And severe as the rebuke was, it wes so surcharged
with sympathetic understanding, with faith end love, tliat ap-
parently not for a moment was there thie slightest breach in the
deep afiection and friendship which existed between the twe men,

In his stery of Jesus' Last Supper with the Twelve, JTuke

1 verne, ¥.7.: A Ccvenant Feeping Ced, 1.Y., Methedist Bock

Coneern, 1925, p. 95,

2 1k, 3:14, ° ut, 16:13-28; 1k, 8:07-38; Ik, 9:18-57.

% 1k, 8:27-33,
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reflects for us something of Jesus' apprecietion of the necds
peculiar te his friends individually. 7The betrayer had left the
table and gone out to de his work, Jesus wes trying tc prepare
the disciples for what was about to heppen. And st scme meoment
during that hour we see him turn te Peter with, "Simen, Rimun;
beheld, Satan asked te have you, that he might sift ycu ss wheat;
but I made supplication for thee, thet thy faith fail net: =nd
de thou, when once thou hrst turned again, stablish thy brathren."l
Then when Jesus tells how they will all be secattered, we hear
Yeter's declaration ef lcyalty. DFeth latthew and lark record a
pledge of fidelity unte death: "Iven if I must die with thee,
yet will I not deny thee,"® And Jesus, knowing the terrific test
in store fer his goed friend, uttered the warning which wrs at
cnce a shock and an added thread in the cord of common sympathy
and abiding understanding. "Verily I say untc thee, that this
night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny thrice that thou
knowest me, " _
Cethsemane and the triel fellewed., That awful denial came,

nd  wag ever a lock

"ind the Leord turnmed and locked upen TFeter,
mere eloquent, laden with meore drawing, binding love? Instead

of anger or doubt, there was confidence, tenderness, and in-
spiratien, reter Imew that Jesus still believed in him and he
"went and wept bitterly." [His heart wes brcken, but Jesus had
net lost his friend.

We dc not know where Feter was during the crucifixicn and
the feollowing day. Put it was Just like Jesus that T'eter

1 1. 22:31, 32. 2 Ik, 22:33. O Ik, 22:34, % k. 22:6la.
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knew to send, on the resurrecticn morn, éxactly the message
that is reported: "Go tell my disciples and Teter.” All we
know of the next interview is reccrded by Tuke, "The Icrd is
risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simen, "1 Fitting it is that
the details of that meeting are sealed in Jesus' heart and
Peter's, Ve do know that Jesus was then able to de fer TFeter
what he never had done Gefore, His passicnate devetion teo
Jesus beceme quiet trust and a dignified leyslty net eonly te
his Friend, but to that for which his Friend had given his
life,

There is cne mecre meat significant interview, And in
that, the testimony cf these twenty centuries seems tc say
that Jesus, indeed, gave toc Peter the key to the Christien
chiarch, "ILovest thou me? Feed my lambs, Simen, scn of Jchn,
lovest thou me? Tend my sheep, Simon, sen cof Jehn, lovest

"2  1/e must have gpocken in like msnner

tliou me? Feed my sheep.
to cther friends, and eter was the cnly cne whe repcrted. e
syiow that it was in similar tone thet he specke te Saul of Tar-
sus, and te thousands of men end women of succeeding genera~
tions there has ccme the same message, "ILovest thou me? TFeed
my sheep,” To Peter was given the key and te it there is e
duplicate for every soul whe will accept it,

S¢ in Jesus' fellowship with Simon Peter we have seen
not enly his apprecistion of the intrinsie werth eof the in-

dividual, but we discover scmething of his tect, untiring

1 1k, 24:34; 2 yn, 21:15-17.
I Cor. 18:5,
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petience, and infinite wisdom in bringing thet werth tc re-
alization,

Sc as Jesus ningled with his pecple, whether with the
crewds, in smell groups, or in perscnal interview, the ocut-
standing characteristic of his wheole attitude wes his genuine
interest in each perscn, And the records indicate an ap-

preciation of every scul as of equal werth,



CHAPTER III

THE INDIVIDUAL IN THE SPECIFIC
TEACHINGS OF JESUS



CHAPTER IIL

THE INDIVIDUAL IN THE SPECIFIC
TEACHINGS OF JESUS

"All other motives in the life of Jesus gather about this
cne, the value of the individusl scul, like staff officers
arcund a general,"™

-- Thillips Irocks

A, The Tundamentel Iaw in

=—=731 1is Teaching

1, Verth of In the first chapter we have seen how the very
individual
based on secret of Jesus' appreciation cof the velue eof
character
of God the human scul lsy in his knowledge cof the

cheracter and heart ¢f Ged, Tc him Ged was a moral Yather, and
his cmnipeotence as creator, his justice and his wisdom were all
transcended by the one quality of love, And no attribute, humsn
or divine, is in e mcre peculkhr sense perscnal and individusl
than love. Love in the abstract, cor 1§ra of even & mass of
pecple deces net count for much, Anyvwey Jesus was very dure that
his Father loved folk individuaslly end leved every individusl,

2., lianifola Jesus knew his task, le knew his pecple whe
metheds in
teaching needed to lnow their Father., Iie knew how, in
the law
ef love gpite of their hungry hearts, just how slow

they were toc catch the mescage he had ccme te bring. Cc he
told the wondrcus truth in many weys end from many angles,

(41)
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l'e gave it to them in phrase B0 delicate that we forget the
carpenter's tocl and think of the poet's pen, Ile gave it to
them in startling pareble end shocking rebuke. IHe gave it to
them in quiet conversation and in simplest service of every-
day living, !e gave it to them in miracles of mercy, His un-
quenchable faith in his fellcwmen and in Ged gave him courage
to go on until in his passion and death he gave his all that
men might know the heart of their Father, If they cculd cnly
know, they would surely respcnd tc his love and accept their
heritege as sons cof God.,

In this chapter we are setting cut tc study scme of his
applications of the funflamentel teaching of CGed's leove for
every child of men,

B, The law of Reverence and Hespect

In cur study cf Jesus in persconal interviews, we have seen

with what perfect respect he treated everyone he met, Iie acted
upen the prineiple that all else in Ged's universe is instrument;
man alcone is end and worthy of respect,
1, Heverencs e are sc consiantly harassed Ly the ugly cld
iﬁ: celfl sin of selfishness, that it is easy to forget
that Jesus gave scme very positive teaching abecut the wvalue cof
tihe self, ""hat deth it pr§fit a man tc gain the whole werld
and forfeit his lifu?“a Jesus is not thinking here of the

phyaical life, but of the real life, the real self which is

4 Rall, H.F,: The Teachings of Jesus, N.Y., Abingden ‘ress,

1918, p. 102,
2 2t. 16:26,
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reflected only through eye and speech, He is spesking of the
self Ged intended his child tc beccme,

Tuke jas preserved for us Jesus' stery of the rich fecl,
vhich is a picture of one who has sinned ageinst himself,

There is nc indiceticn of crime, There is ne hint of any
sort of injustice in the manner in which he geot his wealth,
lle had siuply placed his own soul on a par with his bedy and
even with his pcossessions, lle had not learned, "It is better
to make a life than a living,"1

Those habits which destroy the body are sins ageinst the
true self in that they mean irreverence for the dwelling place
of a human perscnality, The fostering cf emoticns which pre-
vent the soul frem living at its best:; malice, hatred, anger,
end fear defile God's image in the human soul,

2, Reverence "ith Jesus' sense cof values he might well have
igiluwman felt that all else was sacred except the pecple,

The state, institutionalized religicn and property were sacred,

“ven rank and ancient privilege were heoly, Iut man fer his

cwn sake was not. Under Homan law men could be held as preperty

and receive from their masters whatever ireatment their whims

required, There was no recourse,

Jesus saw the bitterness of classs division among his own
pecple, The priest locked with indignation at the Tharisee,
Ne,in turn, despised the common pecple, whc cculd net if they
would, mect all the requirements of the lnﬁ. The Jew hated

the Samaritan es bitterly as he did the intruding Creek and

* Iucceck, H,.A.: Studies in the larables of Jesus, p. 24

(fucted from Gov, V.E. Fussel, )
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Hemen, And Jesus made some scathing proncuncemente sgainst
such scorn., Ile put anger cn & level with killing cne's
brether. /nd to ecall a brother a feecl is worthy of "hell
firu.“l In anger right relationships are destroyed. And Jesus
saw exactly the same attitude which dces lead te killing; te
mirder, Te¢ call a brother a foel is a sin against the most saecred
of God's creaticn, It is an expression of utter disrespect for
human perscnality,

Yack of all Jesus' sharp rebukes to Scribe and Tharisec
was his keen appreciation of the men and wemen whe were being
locked upon in scorn, It has been suggested that a whole
chepter might be written on "Jesus the Centlemsn."® 1In his
"Tight of the Veorld" Willisam Holmen Ifunt hes presented that
theme, The guest aweiting an invitaticn tc enter & home is
to eny people and to any generaticm a fitting symbel of rev-
erence and respect, Iunt has recegnized, tec, the truth
that the Father has given to ecch child the cne key tc his
cvn heart. And Jesus' wheole attitude teowerd ell he nmet,
whether friend or stranger, whether the honcrable liccdemus
or the "traitor" Zaccheus, wes cne of reverence, It locks as if
cne of the secrets of his grip upon men was his respect for

their privilege of rejecting the message that he brought,

1%, 5:21-24,

Rell: Op. cit., p. 100.
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C, The Individual and ilis r‘roperty

1, Zconocmic There is probably ncthing in the chronicles
system of
Jesus' time of the first century thet reflects more ac-

curately the code cof econcmic law in commen practice than dces
Jesus' parable of the unjust steward. Iis hearers knew exactly
vhat he was saying, They kmew he was using the lengheadedness
in a system of graft es a challenge for clearhieaded fcresight

in & kingdom of righteocusness, Jesus was very ocnacinua_nf tie
relation between property and the growth of a human soul, lle
spoke of its dangers more coften and mere fully than of any of
the evils of licenticusness, "llis concern wes for the spiritual
vitelity and scundness of the individual and for human relaticns
existing among men, "&

2, Relation Iuke gives us a story of how a man once called
between
noney out from the crowd asking Jesus te help him
and

character secure justice in the divisicn of the family
prcparty.a Jesus was toc wise toc become entangled in the
guarrel, but went straight tc the source ef the trouble, the
cauge of all disputes cver preoperiy. OSomecne weas greedy and tried
tc get more than his rightiul share. Out of this perfectly nat-
urel situaticn Jesus tock cccesion to teach ocne of the leszons
en the relation between things and characker, ZEvery perscn in
that crowd must have been consciocus that in thoee few short
sentences Jesus was picturing exactly the prosperity he would
like tc have enjoyed. It would have been great tc have such

1Rauauhanbuadh. T.: The Soeciel Frineciples of Jesus, 1.7,,
Asscciatkdn Press, 1920, p. 124,

< Ik, 12:13-21.
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ercps that new barns were necessary, great to be master and
mistress of the home of lir, and lirs, Bnunﬁiful. Then we can
see the change of expressicn and shrug of the shoulders as
Jesus clesed the incident with "Thou foclbsh one, this night
is thy soul required of thee, ,....5¢ is he thet layetl up

treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.“l

Again ps
was saying that it is the persom that is of enduring value,

Jesus' parable of the sower® is rich in suggesticn.

There is comfort for the sower of the seeds of truth, It
festers faith in beth seed and scil. Zut cne of its driving
lesscns s the fact of the deceitfulness of riches. The
thinge that money is so likely to Tuy are often rivals to
the highest, finest interests of life,

The stery of Lazarus and the rich men® Jesus used tc peint
out how the comforts of riches may, and do all teo ﬂftun; para-
lyse the finer human qualities of interest in and compessicn
fer the less fortunate, It is one c¢f the acids that eass into
the sense of human bretherheed, "hile the rich man reveled in
his own selfishness, even the dogs expressed sympathy for the
wretched beggar child of God, Fiches not cnly dry up the found
tains of sympathy toward fellowmen; Tut they clesc the heart to
the voice of Ged. Pcor Dives pleaded that Lazsrus be sent to
warn his brothers, and Jesus replied in cne of the most nearly
hopeless sentences that ever fell from his lips: "If they hear
not licses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded if

cne rise from the dead,”

1 1k, 12:20, 21. " . 15:5=25. 8 Ik, 16:19-31.
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In the story cf the rich young rularl we see Jesus dealing
with the prcblem of riches from still ancther point of view,

The young man evidently wees cne of the nation's best. There
was ne questicn as tc how his wealth had been acquired. "e may
well asssume that all tle laﬁ was kept as feithfully as that
menticned in the stery, OSc he brought his tithe inte the house
of the Loxd, Ile probebly geve te the poor. Iut Jesus secms to
heve seen in that fine specimen of manhocd a "eter or Jcohm or
Faul, or snyone of hundreds cof cther loyel sculs cf that first
century A.D, And thet great lmster cf lien saw thatl meney was
robuing the life of the peower cof becconing its best, It s
cften suggested that Jesus never meant that the wen sell all
and give the meney to the peocr., Jesus was sensible. /nd it
was clear tc him that if money steced between that man and his
highest excellence, he cculd well afiord tc part with it, Being
cne's best, which tc Jesus meant beccming increasingly like Ged,
is worth any price.

The parabolic discussion ef & man's treasure house &and his
lanwf gives a clear sumuary of Jesus' teaching about the place =
and use of things, There is ncothing in his teaching or his ex-
ample to encourage either asceticism cr dependence. TUntil the
beginning of his minietry he esrned a living as an ordinary
tradesman, e heve every reascm tc believe that he and his dis-
ciples peid for fcod and lodging with honest earnings, The key
to thie whole problem is a matter of the heart. It is a matter

of putting first things first, Things, meoney, property of eny

1 1x, 18:18-25, 2 1, 6:19-24,
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sprt honestly escquired msay be & means te¢ character building; ef
kKingdom building., ITut when they teccme the center cf thought
end interest, they eventually extinguish the very life they
were intended to serve, "lic man can serve twc masters, for
elther he will hete the one and lcve the other; or else he will
hicld te one and despise the cther, Ye cannct serve Ced and

nenegoen., 1

U, The Individusl and the Home

1. The family e have seen how Jesus used the femily te
fundemental

tc nan's expresa the relationship between Ced and
earthly
life each member of the race of men, Trom the

ecrliest instituticn of the family it had been reccegnized as
both the religicus and sccial unit. ‘mong thie pecples of Jesus!
time thie Jewish famlly wes distinguished for its purity. TFine
as Jewish homelife was vien ccmpared wiih cilier naticns, Jesus
gavw that diverce was all too frequent. The morel standard fer
wmen end for wemen ves net lie same, [ weoman caught in adultery
gliculd be stoned, but nothing wes said about the man,” A woman
wight be divorced and she had no reccurse,”
In Jesus' thinking the institution c¢f the family steed
for a peculierly secred relaticnship Letween msn and women,
dating beck as far we tlie story of creation., 3Besing his con-
victicon on this principle, Jevus gave expressicn tc the only
gpecific law, preserved in the reeord of his seyings. And
this one rule has not been remembered accurately by the three

1%, 6:24. 2 Jn, 8:3-11., O Deut, 24:1; k. 10:4.
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synoptists, Iark and Juke report nec legitimate excuse for
diverce, while liatthew seys that for remscon of adultery divcrce
may be grented,l It ie suggested that in the light of this

cne instence we can see whalt would have happened if Jesus had
left the whole body of his teachings in the form of a code of
lew,z Tg Jesus all other human relaticnships depend on the
ponctity attached tc merriasge., OCc he insisted that for this
life a marrisge vow is permasnent,

In the sentence just preceding the proncuncement concerning
diverce he 1s clear as sunlight in his remedy for &ll impure
living, It 1is simply clean thinking. Hearts in tune with the
heart and purpcse of Cod are net only the cne insurance against
impurity, but are the one requisite which tramsfcrms a house-
held inte a home,

It is gcod tc Imow that in this twentieth century in
every nation there are hcmes in which tc & comperatively high
degree the I'ipngdem with its reign eof love is being realized,

2. The family Jesus' whele life bespeaks tl.e sacredness of
an institu-

tion for the home and its cbligeticn tc contribute to
this life .
cnly the highest, richest develcpuent ci every

umember of the family.a 7ut he receognized it as an institutieon
belonging te this life only, In the resurrection there will
be no marriage. Tach soul will be sc immedistely related tc

God that there will be neo resscn for the family group.

1 ut, 5:27-32; 1k, 10:2812; Ik, 16:18,

2 geott: Ithical Teachings of Jesus, pp.99-101,
W, 5:27, 28, 31, 32; Ik, 10:2-12; Ik, 15:11-32, 10:38-42,
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Jepus evidently saw the danger of & loyeslty liuited tc the
femily cirele, ‘nd there have cpme down to us scme of his sey-
ings which we of thie Uccident find it a bit difficult teo under-
stend, The synceptists tell us how Jesua declared thiat theose
wie do the will of the Feiher ere his true family.l In his
requirements fc¢r discipleship lhie declared thet it might meen
leeving father, mcther, brothers and sisters., Ilie was challeng-
ing a loyelty tc scmething bigger then a home, lie wes inviting
an alleginnce even mere binding then femily ties whieh had meant
constant fellowship in the sane hﬂuEEhuld.,E In his command te
tiie disciple viic veould weait to bury = f:;l:.her,z' he is egein em-
plinsising the place of the [ingdom interests es superior to the
demends of custom and even family ties. Ile wes amswering a mere
excuse comicn in tiie Opient even tedsy.

Jo Jesus demended of himself and all whe would be his dis-
ciples sbeclute cbedience o tie will of fcd and that implied =
a lcyelty which transcended thot of the femlly group, Turther-
mere, it i plied icr the family richer, fuller mesning fer the
relationship of its members, 'lie very werds failler, mcther,
brother, sieter tele on new content fer these wlic practice Jesus'
way of life, ITcor thcese wlic gresp Jezus ' significence eof the
femily tliere ccomes not only s new and purer reverence for each of
its members, but the dignity cof the sense cf Sconship te Ged and a
loyalty te an institution &s Lig snd as hely es his kingdom cof

riglitecusness,

1k, 3:33-35; 1't, 12:46-50; Ik, 8:20, 2Z1.
2 ut, 8:21, 22. S 1k, 9:59, 60,
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I, The Individual snd Trayer

l, ‘esch Te Jesus prayer wes ncet cnly the center of religicn,
us to
pray but wes tiie very heart of life itsclf. Iis disciples

ne deubt asked many . s time, ".hence his authierity? lience his
new cceneepticn of Gody And they evidently began tc reelize

that cne secret must lie in his practice of prayer, I[hey knew
how he scmetimes spent whole uigits ocut alene with Ucd, They

knew how, lomg beiore day, he slipped awey intc his Tetiier's out -
decrs te pray,., ruaey were cpnvinced tial somelhilng lLiappened when
Jesus prayed, une day they came wiilh tlie petitiocn that Jesus
tesch them Lo pray, rclleowing tuat recuest, cltlicugli he prac-
ticed the sacred privilege much wcre {hau e tolked about it,

tiiere is no other thewe con wilich Lie spoke more fully cr more

deiinitely,

Z, Conditiens a, cense of Geod as Jather,-- Jesuz knew how his
ef
prayer pecple thougut of God es far avey ond teo hely

tc be addressed by aewe., iiis whcle ccnception cf prayer was
besed on his concepticn of a Father who cered and heard the ery
of every earnest soul, Jesus had seen the emptiness c¢f prayvers
seid to be heard of men, 5o he asked men tc go inte the cleoaset
and pray tc the Ged whe hears in secret, [lien Le added, "/nd
when you pray dac¢ nci repeat over idle words as tie Tentiles, for
they think they shalli be heard Lecsuse cf thelr many words, Te
not therefere like them (Lypocrites), for your Jather knows whet
things you need Lelfore ycu esk him, wl

b, A fergiving spirit,-- Jesus lLnew shbeul the bitlerness and

—

1 :%, 6:5-8, S e
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feuds comuon tec end wemen in all stations of life., Je knew,
toe, that that seame bitterness made fellowship with a férgiving
ted abpolutely impessible, Mnd sc he pcinted_ cut fergiveness
¢f debters as cne cof the first escentials of actusl ;'prs';.rar.
“Zor if you fergive men thelr trespasses, they will slso fergive
you, wl  ind fergiveness meons Weling recelved inte fellowship
with Ged, and ex erience j.st as real as redstablishing friendly
relations wetween men,

¢, Trust in fod,-- "nother condition Jesus peinted out to
thcse whe would learn to pray was felith, 'nd he uttered scme
promiges which have long becn puz:=ling to those whe would think
of hin ag & thecloglian and sutlior of exact definitiens, "love
faith in fed, Of a truth I tell you thet if anyone shall say to
this mountain, Te removed and throwm intc the ses, and ehesll not
doubt in his heart but shall belleve that 1t vill happen as he
seye, it will be dene for him,"® "Ask and ye shell receive. All
things whatscever ye pray and ask for, believe that ye receive
them, and ye shell have them, "> In the first sentence of the
quotaticn, E.un-us hine glven the key., !'e was not telking sbout =
pegen's faith in preyer, e had nct the slightest thought pf
cempelling God with prayer, /!nd neither was he insistent upon
tlie granting of sny _erticular petition, Tut he was pleeding
fer feith in & gecd Teather whe wents te help each scul beccme
all it is capeble of becoming, T'e knew hew his Fether had removed
mountaine of cuestiongngs fcxr him, Ye had showm what it wmeant te

be & worthy “on., XAs he pondered upcen the glering wronge from

i ut, 6:14, " k. 11:22, 23, S Wk, 1l:24,
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which his pecple were suffering, there had come answers, clear

a8 sunlight, Ged had given him the principles by which all these
wrengs were tc be righted and the Iingdom of rightecusness made

a reality, As he sharxed those principles with cthers he saw

then gradually traneferming character, /And changing ideas may
well be compared with the removal of mounteins, Out eof his own
experience he could ccunsel such absclute trust that the scul

cculd say, "Thy will be done,” and mean it,

3. lleaning "Te prey is to talk with Ged, teo 1lift curselves
of prayer up to him, tc converse with him that he may ccme
to the down to us, It is an act cof meditaticn, of re-
soul flection, which presupposes the effort of all’

that prays that is perscnael in us, Locked at in this sense,
preyer is the mother of all liberty and freedom.
"7ith St, Francis, as with Jesus, prayer has this character
of effort which makes it the greatest moral act. .... Tecr him, as
for his llaster, the end of prayer is ccmmnion with his heavenly
father, the accerd of the divine with the human; cr rather, it is
wan vhe puts forth his strength to de the work of Ged, nct aayigg
tc him & mere passive, resigned, powerless 'Thy will be done,'"

This descripticn of the prayer life cf St, Trancis seems to
express in very large mecsure tlie experience of the _asster in
tlie scheocl of prayer. And what preyer mesnt tec Jesus he coveted
icr his every disciple, "If you shell ask the 'allier for any-
thing he will give it tc you in my name; hereafter esk and ycu

shall receive, that your joy may be ccm;letu.“a

4, ‘rayer Theat which is known as intercessory prayer was
a8
service j.st as natursl to Jesus as was prayer abcut his

ovn perscnal preblems, He teld Peter he had prayed that his
faith feil not, and seemed tc be perfectly sure cf his friend's

final loyslty. Agein in his Sermon on tie llcunt we hear him

1 pel1: op, eit,, p. 87, ( ucted frem -, Sebatier).

© Jn. 16:23, 24,
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saying, "Love your enemies and prey for these that persecute
you.”l lle evidently expected that thrcugh the prayer the en-
mity would be changed to friendliness, Anyway in the heart of
tlie cne whe prays the way is copen for friendly relaticnship,

If Jesus could expect his disciples to pray for their per-
secutors, what did he, and what dces he, expect them tec deo fer
lcved ones, friends and the many children whe do net kneow their
Tather? The few daring sculs whe heve gone explcring with the
Jesus of experience repoert ricihi kreasures in the field cof inter-
cesscry prayer, It is a melhod by which a Curistian cen live
tiie Christ spirit intc ctler pecple's lives. Ile is nct limited
by spece, It is the one wey by which a Christisn cen reslly
touch many of tiie feolk he meets every day and can preject to
tiie farthest cocrners cof the earth s perscnality permested with

the spirit of Jesus,

7, The Individual and the

' Sroblem of Suffaring

1, The liessiah Jesus lived and weorked among & pecple suf-
and the age-cld
guestion fering from burdens ilmpesed by a foreign

rule, by the legalism cf their own leaders, by igncrance and sin,
It hurt to pay texes intc the Foman tressury, Iut it hurt more
tc see the cumipresent representative of foman milftarism, The
minutely detailed law of the .harisees had graduelly forced the
uass of comuen pecple quite outside the pale cof Ced's elect. m

every hand wes poverty and disease, the fruitege ef ignecrance and

1 4, B:44,
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sin, The atmesphere wae surcharged with the question, "How 1long
must the rightecus suffer? “hen is the lessiah coming to make
things right?" And to the average Jew tliere was not the 3light-
est doubt that he belonged te the class of tie rightecus; and _
the coming of the essish would mesn release from all suffering.
On that memcrable day in llazareth, when Jesus steccd in his

cwn hibme synagogue, and read from the prophet Isnl.n.h,l he seens
tc have accepted as part cf the lessisnic task the answer tec that
questicon, "Teday hath this seripture been fulfdlled in your ears.,”
The lingdom he wes preclaining would bring relief tc the peer,
éaptive,blind and cppressed,
2, Jesus' attitude e know that Jesus was always keenly

toward the suf-

fering of his time aware of the suffering he saw rcund abcut
him, whether it be ph,}'sical,- mentel cor spiritusl. Il‘ercy and com=
passicn were sc much a part of his personality that in beth 1lit-
erature and art any attempt to interpret him mekes these charsc-
teristics stand cut in bold relief., /‘nd yet, in ecnly a few cases
did Jesus actually externally remcve tlie sufferings and bcondsge eof
men, He did utter e beautiful promise fraught_with cemfert and
courage for those whose burdens were toc heawvy, "Ccme untc me
all ye that laber and are heavy laden and I will give ycu rest,
Teke my ycke upon you and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in
heart, Sc shall ye find rest for your souls, Iecr my ycke is
easy and my burden is light, "  Jiere Jesus definitely promised a

burden, a burden which cculd be borne, when attempted under his

1 1%, 4:16-21. < 1t, 11:28-30.
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yoke, vhich was the will of a kindly, friendly Tather-Ced. Jesus
cifered & spirit in which suffering might be endured,

e was sco sure that his way of living implied burdans; even
suffering, that he included them in the chsllenge to men and
women tec enter his way eof life, "If any man would fellow me,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross and fellcw me, "L
“hen Jesus utiered this sentence he probably did nect know that
he would actualiy die on tlie cross., Iut he did know that hard-
ship, pein, suffering lay in store for any man or woman whe dared
tc reppond tc his inviteticn tc beccme in very deed a child of

their Ged,

S, Jesus' In attempting tc discuss this theme, we ageain find
final
answer curselves in denger of presuming tc enter a réalm
tc the

problem of perscnslity tco hely for cther than the Father
tc enter, A nd yet we dare think upcn tlie tieme just because
Jesus hes made it sc clear that he wanted to share with his dis-
ciples all that he knew of his Father,

Mthough Jesus in his earliest ministry accepted as part of
the lessianic mission an snswer tc the prohlem cf suffering,
mecdern research in the light of the Jesus of experience is saying
with increasing conviction that for him the final answer came
during the lest mconths or even the lest weeks cf his life,

Ve camnot know just when it became evident tc Jesus that his
mission implied severe suffering and even death, The very smccep=-

tence of his ministry meant in lerge measure giving up the con-

1 g, 16:24; k. 8:34; 1k, 9:23,
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veniences of settled home life and often meant physical disccm-
fort, Vet he might naturally have entertained the joyful hope
¢f winning the gratitude and reccgnition of his paapla.l He
was familiar with the steries of the prcphets of earlier dasys,
He knew how they had been misunderstcced, ignored and even died
as martyrs at the hands cof the leaders of Israel whe ought te
have understocd, Then caue the repert of Jchn the Igptist's
tragic death, And Jesus must certeinly have cocnnected his fate
with what might be in stere for himself,

We have seen how in the discussicn with the disciples at
Caesarea- hilippl Jesus was clearly facing the fact that his
peth must lead intc the keenest kind of suffering.,” Trom this
time he spoke with his disciples often and very frankly of the
necessity of the Tessiah's suffering, his rejecticn by the -
elders and chief prieste. Jesue ceme ocut of the temptation days
thercughly ecmmitied to the pelicy of living a life in perfect
harmeny with the will of Ged, Those years of just such living
had reveasled the fact thet power te endure unembittered had come
es a rewerd of his consecraticn, But new it had beccme evident
that the lessiah must follow in the foctsteps of the martyred
prophets, And if we are given tc understand scmething of what
the Transfiguration experience meant te Jesus, it must have heen
then that there ceme tc him a sense of glery in the wvery fact cf

vicariocus Euffaring.3 Can it be that he entered an unexplered

Vendt: Op, eit., Vel. II, p. =22,
© 1%, 16:13-28; 1k, 8:27-38; Ik, 9:18-27,

1

S 1. 17:1-7; k. 9:2-8; Ik, 9:28-36,
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rocm in the heart cf his Father and there he reslized the pain
endured just because of the sins of man?

The deys in Jerusalem when Jesus made that last strenuocus
attempt to reach tiie Jewish leaders had been fruitless, and he
arranged vhat promised to be, and was, the Last Supper with his
disciples. It is easy tc imagine how those puzzled, earnest
friends were vainly straining every nerve tc¢ understand the
significence of what was happening. The betrayer left the group.
Then feollowed the walk thirough the dark streets, the Carden Scene,
and the prayer cof the suliering lessish, "Iather, if thou be
willing, remcve this cup from me: nevertheless net my will but
thine, be dena."l The grim experience was imminent, And what a
death! Ilis life message was being publicly discredited. /nd yet,
end yet, he was sc sure that his Father was gecd that he could
gtill say, "Thy will be dcne," It was clearly necessary that his
death be the "ranscm," and the"sacrifice of the new covenant, ">
If he used the figure of tiie ransocm in the sense ¢f bringing "an
inward freedcm from the deominion of death,” and sacrifice in the
sense that his death wes to serve for the"definitive ratificrticn
of the new covenant,"” he must have thought of his death as the
final acccomplishment of his missicn,?

IIew fully he thought tliese things through we cannct know,

It is clear, however, thait Jesus wae convinced of the necessity
ef his death and he was willing tc pay the price, lesving his

fcllcwers each to discever the significance of it, To Jesus the

1 7k, 22.42, © 1%, 10:45, S 1k, 14:22-24,

* vendt: Op. eit,, Vel, II, pp., 232-239,



thought of llessishship and Sonship were always connected with the
jdes of Seviorhecd, of bringing every humsn soul inte a filiesl
relation to his Father., “The very guerden cf his acceptence cof
the cross seems to have been the conviction that through it men
would know the heart cof Bed. They would grasp something of the
depth of his love and reccgnize him as Father, The Christ cof
experience seems tc be saying tc men that the agony cf the ecress
was transcended by the glory of a ccnscicusness of living in
harmony with the will of such a Ced as Jesus came tc reveal,

So whether Jesus was talking asbout the self or about 2 msn
in relation tc his fellews, vhether sbeout preperty, the femily,
prayer, or even the age-old problem cf suffering, the cne center
of interest lay in the individuel life, All else must minister
tc the soul which was created for a fellowship with his Tether,
a fellowship which is te cuntinue_thrcughuut etermnity,
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With mind familier with the character of God as revealed
te prophet and peet of Ilebrew literature, and heart in perfect
harmony with the heart cf his great Tather-Cod, Jesus made tie
most significant discovery in the history of men, Tet enly did
he bring tc light the value of every human scul, but he gave the
principles by which this value may be realized,

Within these recent decades men have been finding new implica-
ticnse in tlie teachipgs of Jesus, They are beginning tc face the
fact of the strong man's responsibility for the preotection and
development of men and women of lesc fortunate heritage, They
are finding new and fuller meanings in what Jesus said abcocut the
relation between family, neighber, prcperty and the werth of esch
humen soul, And the application of these principles is scmetimes
czlled a "Seocisl CGespel." Irefesscer Scuttlaaya it wes indecd
part of the criginality of Jesus that he understocd sc clearly
the interdependence of all human lives. Ile lived in a scciety
vhich wes far from ideal. Thiere wrs no cne wic did net feel that
affairs were sadly wrong. Jowmelife, industry, econcmics each made
its contributicn tec the list of hardships under which pecple were
living, All needed correction. Iut it was very clear tc Jesus

that the only wey tc heve a perfect scciety was te have perfect

* Scott, . F¥,: The “thical Teachings of Jesus, 1.V., !ecmillan,
1926, p. 61,

(61)
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individuels, THe sew there was no essentisl relatiocn betwecn the
pesseseicon of things and pure, unselfish, vholescme living, Te-
couse & men had fecd, comfertable, even besutiful clething and
home, wes nc assurance he weould be gocd, Cc both the correction
cf social wrongs and tie maintenance cf a perfect scciety weould
depend upen individuals whe were living in harmony with the will
and parpcse of Geod, thus becoming like him in character, _

Ls a prophet he did not set cut tc recrganize scciety, Tut
he did peint out principles upen which a new, perfect world is to
be builded., Z‘nd the guiding interest underlying each principle
was the welfare of the individusl, "hat is gecing tc contribute
tc the develcpment of character like unto the character of Jesus'
great, good Father-Ged? And cut of Jesus' own experience it was
his testimony that through fellowship with God and faithful cbe-
dience to his will it was pcssible for tlhie scns of men tc enter
actually intc their heritage ss soms of God, /nd if we have cor-
rectly interpreted Jesus, in itlie actual minisiry ci his Gespel
it is individual to individual,
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COMFREHIISIVE SUMIIARY

CHAPTER I
ESUS' DISCOVERY OF TIIE INDIVIDUAL

7e have accepted as our right tc attempt teo understand
the scurce cof Jesus' appreciation of the individusl in the
fact that Jesus meant for us te kmow it, TFurthermore, he was
very clear in his purpose that his folleowers think and feel
as he thought and felt, Sc we dare ask for the key toc his
disccvery,

Since Jesus sc ccenstantly spcke of God, we are led to
inquire if there may not have been scmetlhiing in that relation-
ship which gave him a ccnception so new and se¢ vital, A com-
paeriscn of the mere terms for Ged used in the 0ld and llew Testa-
ments is suggestive, The llew Testament has almest nothiing to
say of God as Creator, That coffice is simply assumed, The
(ld Testament has nothing tc ssy of God ms Father in the sense
cf nearness and as cne appreacheble te all, Tut in Jesus'
vocabulary the one title for Jeheoveh is Father,

He, of course, knew that his pecple had scmetimes com-
pared their God tc a father, Iut it is the unicueness of Je-
sus, the son of a picus Galilecan shop home, that he should
recognize that he was in a peculiar sense tlie Scn of a great
Father-Ged, And in fellowship with such a Father he found

(64)
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thet as a real Son it meant absclutecbedience te the will of a
good and friendly Geod. Tor him it meant the payment of any
price that might be necessary tc cpen the way for every son cf
man tc realize his Scomship to Ged.

CHAPTER II
THE PLACE OF THE INDIVIDUAL IN JEGUS? {ISTRY

The recerds seem to picture the llessish coming out of the
wilderness experience fairly burning with the desire to make
knovn teo every soul the fact of a priceless heritage as a Sen
c¢f Ccd, UHe deliberately went where the pecple were, Ie
went into the synagogues and accepied invitaticns tc spesk te
the congregations, le went inte the towns and cities.

As his ministry became luncwn, vwherever he went he was in
the midst of & crowd, lany came through ecuricsity. Tut el-
ways there was a sense cf Jesus' interest in every individual,
llis message was individuael, Ile asked men to repent, Ille asked
them tc live like scns of Ged,

In the small group, vwhether among his disciples, in his
eown heme or as & guest in a home, his charscteristic attitude
was one of sincere interest in esch perscn in the group., The
twelve were with him as individual men., They had scmething
tc centribute te Jesus' joy and much te recelve from him, As
a guest in a home his interest in the individual was sc pre-
eminent in his thought that even thie courtesies cf a formal
dinner could net mar his opportunity fer teaching cne cof his

mest vivid lesscns cn the value of the human scul,
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In his perscnal interviews Jesus was courtecus, tender,
respectful, and reverent. /nd yet, just there he stands peer-
less as a meoral and spiritual surgecn, Ieen in diegnesis, he ‘
thrust with absclute accuracy intc the very heart ef the trouble,
Then through an applicaticn of love like untc Ged's own, men and
wenmen left him cn the way tc beccming whele and well, iceocdemus
went cut inte that night a different man from the cne whe caome
tc Jesus, The Camaritan woman went intc her village bearing
testimeny to a2 new life, Jemes and Jchn foerget their feclish re-
cuest and went cut to prove werthy cof Jesus' trust vhen he said
they would drink the cup he was sc scon tc drain, And Peter be-
came sc truly a scn of his laster's God that traditicn tells us

he died a martyr, bearing witness to Jesus' power to save,

CHAPTER IIIX

THE INDIVIDUAL IN THTD SPECIFIC
TEACHINGS OF JESUS

Through Jesus' study cf thie literature of his pecple, but
more through perccnal fellowship with God, he discovered his
Tather's immeasurable love for every humen scul, e lesrned
that love is the one ruling principle in the werld thet is to be,
In his teachinge Jesus used many & concrete illustration thet
men might dWnderstand just what kind of love he was telking about.
lie tcld how men ccmuit sin against the self when they allow any®
thing tc mar its growtih inte the likeness of CGed., Then the law
cf love ie taught and finds further expression in respect for
fellowwen, This law Jesus taught both by precept and exasmple.

In his Sermon cn the I'cunt he was mecst emphatic that men whe
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were worthy to be scns of Ged respect all other men as sons of
Ged, In his own ministry this respect seems tc have becn cne of.
the keys by which he found entrance ic the secret places cof men's
lives.

Jesus gave large place in his teachings tc the relation be-
twe.n men and their pcs-essions, He knew liow often meney buys
things vhich rob the scul cf its finest heritege., He warned men
agatdst the comferis of wealth, which deaden their finest sym-
pethies and even deafen them te¢ the weolwe of Ged. In Jesus' sum-
mary of his atlitude toward the relation between life and property
he wes very elear that the whele preblem is cne of the heart, A
chiaracter growing intc the likeness of his Talher was simply in-
comparable tc eny smcunt of money and 211 it could buy. Yet no-
where did Jesus exalt poverty cor dependence, The wheole prcblem
wee siwply that cof putting first things first,

In Jesus' discussion of the family, he was sc definite in
his convieticn of = peculiarly sacred releaticnship between husband
and wife that he leid dewn a rule steting that marrisge is permsnen:
s far as this life is concerned, /And yet in his appeal to men teo
enter upon his way cf 1life, his challenge was for a lcyalty whéch
gven transcended family ties and meant the buillding cf character
worthy of citizenship in the Jingdom of Ged.

Nowhere deo we have clearer revelaticn of Jesus' own charac-
ter or of his heope for his fellowers tlhian in his praectice and
tecehilng of prayer. Through preyer he expected his disciples to
experience his T'ather's love and to disccever his great purpcses.
Through prayer he promised ability tc work together with
Ged in Dbringing other men intec filial relaticnehip with
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their Father,

Jesus alweys locked with compascion uwpen the sufiering
round abeut him, /nd yet he never promised his disciples
freedon from burdens or even from suifering. Fer himself his
cne ccncern was that he be the kind ef a Sen that would reflect .
truly the heart c¢f his Tether, /And he accepted thcse last
painful weeks and the ercss with all its ignominy in the con-
fidence that through such a death of the Son men weuld see the
heart eof their Father-ied and return tc him,

"/nd I, 4T I be lifted up, will drww all men untc‘:na.“l

$ on. 12:32.
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