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1NTRODUOTION 

~he p1.u .. pose of this thesis is .. ~o exam1.:n.e .A.r:tsto-tJ...e q s 

view o:f.' -~he :psychology of' man :tn rc;,la:'&ion ·to r~an°s oapaoi·t.y 

for e·bh:tcal action<~ 'fry ethical ac·'(;ion is maan:t aotio:n 

:ld.eals and s·ta:nda.rds v1hich one holds m:tght to be :teal:tzedo 

:hiei ther a particular psyoholoe;y o-f man nox· a par·ticular 

..!- h ] l . ..41"'1 b u . ~ u- " 1 'rl'. '1"1 ro t• ·se ... o+ mora .. va. v.es t'l!.'- 4.. e :p:res .p:posea. ~ no.er_..,~...,6 ne 

purpose oi' this thesis .is the <ruestion:: Do a~l people 

sha:r.e some comrnon psy~hoJ.og:toal basis f'o:~~ universal Yalues? 

l?e:l:'haps i .. t.i may be i•tondered 1·!hy an.yonr.:: ·o.nder-taki:ug a · 

e;::tudy of man t s psychologioa.i .ca,pao:1. tie2 for fX~h:J..cal a.ot;ion 

would 1-;an-'G to consider the_ though1i of' kri~totJ,e.,. Some 

people may a:re·u.e .~uhat A:cistotle t s psychology _is 1::1.0 lo~1ger 

relevant o~ ·l,;h£~t his teacb.i:n.gs a.:re ou/ricla:tedo To clisoover 

the cor-rect psychology of man$' one ~houJ.d turn rather. to 

the mo.:re e:z:tensiye flm.U.ngs of lWJde:r.n :psychology and. 

psychla .. ,iJ:•y., In fact~ it may be upheld.:> as Freud seemed 

to suggest, that ma.n is so stro:n.cl.y z·uled. by llliC!On.soiou.s 

'15,bidinal desires tha.t it is cl.s·takeu to speek of' oon;.,.. 

sciously e..nd freely chosen moral valu.es·o Ho1..;eve:c:! par·t 

·or the nu:::'1)ose here 1·iill be to oonsido:t whethe:P ..r'.i:risto·tle 

can provide an. b.l·t0:rnativ~ to this view a.n.d support :t·t 

1 
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The seco.n.d chapt~r will 

capacity for free choicec The third chapter 1:i1.ll dea.l w:l;th 

n~..:uua:ri na:tv..:t'eo Hi.s desor:1:ptiol1 o.f virtue a:nct i tD :reletio:n 

·t1,cr~l 1dsdom w·l11 be cous:1.derec1 .. t"J'hp:p. ·!-;,::.·.·· I""' "'.r-.i.11 CO"l"'.!'l.,, ... ,-y; v .......... , ~ • ..,... <l ' -. -,- .1.. 'l:r. V..o-.,. 

deqoript:ton. raises abou-t f'roc vdll autl hiB taOl"8l 

philo Sophy_ Q 

cotJ.cerning 'the 

u.:a.:tv~rsali ·ty of this cupac:l. ·ty.. In the aoncltlsion it wlll 

correc,~t.'iiono In gc:n.el"·c'l-1 there r7iJ.1 b$ a discussion o.f the 

c.l;;r.ruscc t.lt!:i.:t ar.;) f.onnd needed in 11-: s t::thicn a:ml pcyohology 

vo- prov:lde a basis tor u mo:r.e cons is ten-'c Eltl:I.ios and a more 



oorrc7ct description of hv.mnn nat.u.re'l(. 

The woJ:1~s of Aristotle upon whioh t~:ls .s·tudy 1·;il.l 
. 

chiefly _rely trill be On the Sou.l 1 ·the Netanl,1ys),._,gs s- ·hhe ... ~-"~~~ ~~~ ..... ----"yt.,..~.-... ;t;;~n:-

'' 

i 
I 

The con.-.. 
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OEAJ?TER I 

Before discussing ·the psychological aspeots of IUan ~s 

n~;tu:ce~ some brief p:r:elirn~tnt~ry remarks on ./iris·to-GJ.e ~ s 

ttlought me.y be helpfula. To begin,. A:dsto·tJ.e seems to hs-.ve 

been quite confitlen t that he cov.ld truly un.de:t•stand and 

desoribe human naturH'~' 11hy he appear~ to h.e:ve had ·tll:ts -con"" 

fidence may be explained perhaps by considering three of h:i.s. 

vidual.me.y po·ten:tially become alre;acly exists itt aott1.ali ty in 

the ~pecies to which the individual belongsol . To expiain 

wha"G the essence of a~lY normal human w:i.ll b~ like!l oue :need 

only examine a fully developed member of the specieso 
I 

vrha t et:izcll. thing :t s "\-Then. fully d ev elb:p ed we call its na turc P 

f"'!, 

11hetb.e:c "¥·re are spenkinf; of .a mn.n 9 e .. ., 
11<::: or anyth:l.ne else., 

.. ;,:·~:.li.ristotie:, uJ.>:eta:physica.n ( 11!·1et<?.physic)sl1
)., t:.re.ns&­

w, D~ Ross, 1'he Ba&.J.c :fo:cks of Aristotle!) ed., Richard 
!:.YcKeon (i4ei·7 ~:?oi~k:··-~o~f~ati..s""'e e"'"'f§l~i}; ..... ix .. 7 o 101~9 b l8o 
LJere~fter cited as Met~~ 

2~'lri~totle 11 :;:;,:.,li"t;1c:: 11 ( 
1
' • .-ol:t-ticsll)1" t.;:'e.:o.s .. 3anja.min 

u(J1t{:: iit~ The ~2nGic. ;..-)J:'kt-1 or ,;~1'.:t.S ~(J tle.. 00. ~ R~ c:u~~J:d ~-J(:l(OOD. 
• ~wk~[~.,S~~~~~-- ... -'\Ia 

( p·...,1·7 vo..,.,l~• ~'"'~1'10'71 ~l:;Ol'"',.., ·•oLj.l -t 2 1r·;:-n0 72 7.7. ;:rr..,..c. 
~~...,. -1. •'--'" o -L'--"...., ..!.. ~ .. "'1:-<vv 9 J._, ~, t; .~" .. ~C:::.JC ; .,. .)..) o t....ri'"·" ..;:•-

a£ter cited as Pol~/o 



"··· 

:i.ncliv:J.dual has a po-'Ge:nt:l.al for bocon:tnr;, ox:tsts p:r1or to "'~ho 

ln¢n\.d.clua1 is to say that i ·t e:rists priOl"' :tn formula.; lm 

eJ:J:ti ty ha.s its ·~"lp.o.cd ty .for act:1:tri ty o:r movement bocausB :i. t 

has the pot en t:l.al :for d{Welo:Qillf; into i ·bs predete:rm:i.11ec.1 .f.or­

mu.1a~1 So~ in or-der to d~scrlbe 1?b.a.t any mature hum~1.n 'being 

111,,.,.. a·1ao ;.,"' n<>lJo:!l tLpO.,..'""'If U.t>""" thE';! .•. c.;r ~->::! t.~o '-'""• .vv. _ ... ,.~ ,. ..l:.vJ. _ ~ .formula .. 

be an account of the fo1~ 

The fo:t"ill. of a human being is 1·fua·t Aristo·tJ.c ca.lls the 

soul~ v?hile that of which i·t :i.s tho form lio ca11s the ma.tte:t" 

substance in ·i;h•; se11~e which correGpo:nds to the defin:t .... 
ti v.e fo1'5.v~a. of a thlng' s essence" ~~hat r1cans tha:t it; 
is -'t;he essential 'Nhe:tness of a body ., " Q3 

Together the soul z.nd body f'or:n a uui tJr o 

Front the aboYe, it can be seen that fl:r'i.stotJ.e holds that. to 

person ma;"' be J.i1;:e; one may def:i.ne i.~he fo:r:r:1 or soul of a 

i .. 1 1'0"'\a 2b -t.t '1" ..,., ~ ... (1' 



.. ' 

.iifre:qy-·t.111ng that comes to b~ :mmres toward a p~d.ncipl:el) 
:i .... eft an e:~ad (fox tha.t ;£'or ·the f!tal~o of. "t'rhieb. a 'lih:l~1.g is :1 

i~ :Lt.s r.>.J:'L'1.c:1.l;le~ ::t.:nd i.:;h.e b-eomnine; :~..~ fo:t..,. t1:t.e sake ot 
the end) 11 ~,Ut1. ·tn~ actuality is tho mtd 11 an(:1 it is :tor 
"'t,;he sal~e of' th:ts that ·the potenot :ts at:quil;edol 

l'xtts"'lWn ne:ture by doaorihing the Zo:r7m or s.oul of a ma:tv.re 1;uau 11 

·t~e -develo:Qme~'h of ·the so·nl being -t1J.e ~nd t.o-rm:rd ~·Thien m.an 

a:t.rrrs~-2 n:ts vi,ei~' of ·the fi1'la1. end of· the so-ul in:t'lticllce$ 

mately all the pert~ of. the soul must affect m~n's behav~or~ 

those 1·lhich see~ less diJ."ect.ly .related to man 1 s capacl ties 

8., J.):?)O::i. 6 ... 10o 

'ii .. 4-~ 4:t5b 15 .. ·1"'(., 



in ~o far as it is t>ele-v"WJ.tp Aristotle 9 s discussion of' this 

top5 .. c "ltlll not be -examined in. 1 ts entiro·tyo Fv.rthex-morel7-

Because this is a study of th0 psychological basis of 

eth1.cs 11 and b0caU$e Ai~istotle pros(;!!nts his psychological and 

· ·ethical vifn-;s together in many inatanoes ~ .:T. t if$ dLt'f=l.cul t to 

separate the discussiOl'l or psychologice.l and e·th.:tcaJ .. :ls:SU€u:h, 

Therefore~ some o£ the basic psychological aspects of mau~s 

soltl which .rela:i.ie to beha:vior irill be :9l"'ese:t?/&€H.1 sepa;J;>ately 

itt order to provide a backgJ:~ov.nd fo:r "'c.he oo:nslde-:ratio:o. o:t 
. 

ethical issv.es_p but othel"' l)sychoJ.ogicf;ll aspect$ of h:u:man. 

x~ature· H:tll be discussed J.ateX> in the 'bhesis in ;celation to 

relevaxrt topics o 



Xn ·this c.hapte:~ .i\.riatotle 'a psychology of e-.ctlon will 

char·aoi~e:c ·t<rai ts'~' !11 the f:trst section. the main di vis1.ons 

"Ghe tlecond section ·t11e de:trelopment of. habits an.d cha:.rac:tcr 
~' ' 

·~;y.J?es from desir.0s and emotions 1dl:l ·b\'3 ~onolderod as uell 

as the :i..nErBino:bua11 geographical~ soc:te·tal$- ~m.d other tol~oes 

last seotion the sphe:ce of volur.r'c.~.r:r actions~ i11clu..ding 

and choiqe, 

The Part$ ot the Soul 

The soul, accol ... ding to lil"iat.otle~ mf·y l)e d:tvidcc1 into 

uu"'Gl"itivep scns:ltive,~~ and j,u-';;ellect1.ve p.al"'JGso 1 ~he nw'Gzoi.,.., 

8 
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Qth!?;~• ~J,!.d.mE.~J,r.~ i ili.Olti.c!es ll foz• e~e.raple? 'thv .fe<ct\lt:i.tt~ Of 1?~~.,. 

cepi~:l.Q!l.~- irnagine;tJ,on$ m~moJ."Y"~ pla~~stu~e.~ p:~:d.n,. anQ. q.r~s1:J.:<3Q~ 

(,H~ive.s th¢. object.~ ~~at .1 t thi:a.k~ ~ 
'· 

tqay 1;e nxentiorJ.<;-rl it~. o¢~nt:Hjt1ct.t; -rd. ·tfrt the ·bn:lr.!l-;:i:ng JtJ:ocessQ 

.JJ1 •. ~~r~~ A:d,stotle· hOlds ·tb.at i:b. :t.a :poss~H;1e -'Go 'hitinlt. t~l$ely 



..... 

. o~ in;va:riable_ ·-obj eots of iil''lrth and the ls:t·uer t~:i, th v:eriabJ .. e· 

th1.r~gs~1 'l!b.e oa:tcul:;~.:ti.ve o:r pracrtio~l rea.$on \trill be se~n 

to form an tmporte~t part ot b~hav~o~ (e~p~cia1iy vi~tuous 

Of the veg~Qtative a.1'lc1 appetitive parts of iib.e soul* 

only tlle :tatter may- part:l,cipate. in the !.'ational element" 

uThe appeti ti:ve!) auc1 .i:lj. general th(:l desi:t"'ing olem:~xJ:~ 5,l.'l a 

sense shares in it~ .so fat- as it l1.aten.s to it and obeys 

tm.reaso:nable e.leme:a.t in uso n3. One may ~ls¢ say th:;d:; the 

~a:hional elemen:t ia ·!:;1-rofoldo One sub(.'U.vision t-:rll) .. have a 

~ational priuoiple in the strict seus~ and in itself~ e~d 

·the o.thel' ·wlll have ·it; in so far as 1 t o1~eys ?:eaf.?(,nl./1• 

The di,scn)..ssion. of ba~a.vior oX' atd:;ion 1·Jill be _p:rim~:r:ily 

oon.ce:rn.etl rrl th $J1 e~amin.ation o£ the sensitive and tn.t~l·"" 

latr~;tv-e parts of the $ov.1~ Ar"is·totle boli$Yes tha:tl it J,s 

the soul whioh mo"V'as and. uses the body rr 5 r.~.eJ:·e are 'OhZ'€Hl 

aspects ot the soul which concern behavio~~ passions~ 

1-~· 'til'~- ·e~ ..1 '1 "l139a 6 ' J.'f:!..C .&~"Cr.!. l..o Vl.o .>-e- .~>-· · -s·~ 

"7. 

JWilliam David Ross~ ~~ (2d~ e~~ rev~; Lo~dou~ 
Met~~1en~ 19~~)$ p~ 192o 

4~ic Et;h R .. io l:?~ i.lVJa l""3q 

51Je -..'lll Sc- i c 3o 407b 25o 

10 
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mea.ns ·the desires· o.:ad emotions~ suoh a.s 

anger11 f'ear:t con.fidan.ce» envy,. jo;r·;~ frieudl;tt fet;l~t.ngu 
o 9 o and ill general the feelings tha·b aro aocompanied 
by :pleasure a:o.d pain; i)y facul t:les ·th(;} ·tb.ings i;a. vil~"'Gv.a 
of w.nich we are said ·to be cap~ble- of .feeling ·th<;:set~­
aogp of becoming $ng~y or. being pained 0~ feeling pity; 
by s·bat1;1s o£ cha:raote:r things in vl:c·t;tH~ of' 1ih:'t.oh. w·e 
feel it violently 

1 
or too -t.Teakly ~ and well it' 1ia -.:tet;}l ~1. t 

moderately; ,.,. o o.... · 

l t ro.ay be suff~. ci en t to say h$4-)e ·that a facul·ty .tnay be .rf;1"11 

ga:tC!.ed as an 1 .. nba:rn or tn.s·~inotual te1tdancy ·to h$.'\te a par•e. 

ticu:tazo desi:t?et~ A longer discuasi.on of p~saions and states 

ot chsq·:acrte:r is j;'J,.ee<led in order to '!1-XLda:cst~vn.d the proQess et 

hv.man behav:lo:J?a 

J)es:b:e<)"'--l~.c-cordin:.l? to .Ar:1..stotle,. ap-p_ <:rti te is ·the genus 
·~~~~ 0 }'! 

of which ctesire,l} ps~ss5~ou~ and 1dsh a:te spec.les"2 AX! analy ..... 

sis ()£ desiJ. ... e a11d its relatioz.1. to the feelings o;t :pleasure 

end pain 1V."!.J,.l help 'CO explain hOW aotiQU OI~igine:t!~S a 

~~1stotle bQlieves that b~oause p~o~lG have sensation~ 

objetrl;s<> Wh~n.- the o'bjecr~s appear pleasant or good~ peo:p,l~ 

l"eao·t to them affil·ma:tlveJ.y by pu:rsui:ng· them;, 1rhen. they 

.a)?lH~e::r- :painful or evil~ paoplG react to them :o.ogat:tveJ.y by 

avo1 .. c1in.g tllem,3 and llthis is wh~1.t cons·t:ltute.s. desire- and 

lNio ~bh R~ ii~ 5p ll05b 20=29~ 
2De ;3n, S<~ iL, 3o L~l4b 2!! 



..... 

halTe told t:Q.eJn thm:t; these thi:ne;s a:t:•e good or beoo.use thel:t~ 

o rm. l'epS on. tells. t.l:l. em s b"" 
4 

Since 
. 

d.e$1:&-e has al:t~ea.dy been. distn.tssad »' pas:$iou llej:"e: \'r.i,.ll 

rrl' Rhys 
i·:::£..-;ceon 
LHere-

··, 



... ~ . 

. · 

·th.e Emo-'cions (:n;e all those feel;tugs that so change men 
as t;v afi'ect theil"" judgements., and. tha:li a:::e also at'<' 
;bGnded by pa:tn or pl(}asu:reG< Suoh a:t•e anger.!\- p~.typ- fear 
and t.h.e like.t with "'l.ih~il\ o:ppos:i.tes.l 

Emotions too may move o:n.e to a.otiono. Jfo:r;> oxailli)lc~ 

auger nsp:r::b:.tgs to ... GH.:ce tevenge :o.Y2 Aa ¥d th dr:;s:tt·$s~ it :La 

!1':1. 'th aug ex· th~l-~o 1e pl:J.ilt becat\se Gn~ has bGon :tnsut ted or 

. s:ttgh:~ed~)5 The l)leasv.:t~o in revo21:ge evokes ·th.o a.c·liJ.Oll to 

-~Ite e:x:-~ii0J:1:h ·tha:h ang:t>y poople (lltjoy the prospect ot getting 
. . l 

~e'J.re~tx$6 4 ~ 

. .... 
cles:t~esrn:.;; The :t•easot.r. G·ri:tfiu g~.ve.s. :i:s "11ha:b A.ris'liotl~ 

all·nws has i:n m:tnd ·the ef:tec-t:tve oontcn1i; o:f.' an etnotio!~ 
Qi!'t3:t' ancJ. s..bcnr~.~ tlw mere dos:l.J}e .i.'ox- t;,. oet•ta:tn obje~t~. 
h •• • -t. l"" 'I • •f '1 ~ • ~ 
.~m . emo -~:~..on :~.s. uO -l:t.l:a a c~esJ..ro t!dJ;1!1 ·o .... 'la '~.r C1i5l'1;ie:J.:n scnne<>~> 

·iJhlng which ht es,oh case m~lr~s6it. ·:et.3&.r, hai;o.ll love~ o:c 
a om~ o·tha:r :tndi v"idual f)m.o ·t~L<nt~ 

·oingt.:d.shittg bet He en the .,..G11'o a For example, one 'Ocruld .say~. 

:Ln acc9rd.~?.:n¢e' i11. th GZ1lf~~in t s E~·G.t:~/c.emE.nrt4' th.at d.~DiJ."e · ;to:c 

,.... 

GNic Bth n~ ~ii~ 6c ll49a 31~ 

t.~, ... '\.,. a-'· i·' .... , 1 7 7bu 1·-2 ~ .n.u .... 1.> 4 .!. 4 c. f ;; 0 " .. 

5,., 
..., a 

13 
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.s tim.l),.la:t.ed by pl,ea.!:;rt;tz>~s and pa:i.ns .~ e.1;,d -~:n~~. t or.tee· s:t.imul.a:ted.-11 

the em.cd:;ions ~nd -des:l:t>~s lead th<;; :o.~gal'liS.m. i>o :l:.¢S:!fo:a.d. 

·tllrott{f;h &c:t1v~ .. :by· "Go atta.in ·ht~e ple.aav..rf; and :to avoit1 ·the. 

~~i'e~eltC$ to imagi~t:dcl.Qnq ,. 

-oblfe-<;d,; m1.d at ~t:,h~ stun.e ti.me moves the 1nd:tv~.a;ni:li1 ·~o fulf~t:t.l 

1 the dle'lsire} 1 and that t•rhich is in mo.t:ton :ts ·~e ~imal<~-· Of 

t"<A'IfC:< h-i1!:)-l> tl+}\·1 e• ... ,~-iJ t.;? i/ ... •::.!.1 U . Y-"·:..-,.~ 

:pa~<:1nt t;to?doH2 

a;cd:.ion~ r·,n.d only wi1at can be ·o·t11.e;."\d .. se t.hq.n i:t :ts catl th1.1s 
?: 

be b:Y:O'tl.gt:::t in"'~o being~:> 

1..,..,. .. ve An s,.. iii~ 10 .. .lf?.?:b .. ;;_> 16-19" 2r.,.:~ 
l\t•••}.?-.~4 'i- tt 433& 27r-

"7. :.> l~- .f!">>t. \JeJ :tLt ... 8!> P,t> 14·9..;.150Q J',lr::; .!~.,l.~ 



Q¥te prt~S~l"t at the -tln!e t11.0 d.esi+'e is e~okea~ trd~-7a\)'e17v ~the 

d~Sire for .£oocl mar oecv..:c- 1-1hen no foo(1 :ts p:t~ese.ut s,tr:itm?..~ 

lfi!t'.tng the ll!)J?0ti..•te ·t;Q Se?k toodo J?erhfl.l)S .t\:c:ts·to'ol$ shQttld 

'(-T~Vtho'!.tt an obj€,lG:t. beitlg 1,1resent~ bu:t th$,t ·~lle. das:U7e foJ.'" 

~ speci.fie typ.~ -of .f90d ro.a~ occu.:&"' only 1ihen ·bhe· :ta¢<1 i!i5 

... . . i(rese:n:~ p!l.ys:tcs.lly o:c j,:Q the iraag~.~X~rhiOil(i Qne lUay l~ID.&\{~1,n~ 
~ ..... J~'!,'..l;''·~i~.~-8\ 

:;,. .... : :. ... ......... · 

a pat<t:lGu.la.1.~ i!y:o~ (>f i:oo.it tb.at o:n$ :r~m-eio.b();rs h~v$.ng had Gr 
autioipates having :t:n the f'uture"1 thus f.d,;imu,la"liing the · 

ap-pet:t t~ fo~ i ·t.;; 

Xn" tact~ JiJ;>istotle hoi;(to 'that ell d.esi:de :9:'!esuppot~H~S. 
"' 

imag;J.nert.:ton" .;ll;. ind;iv;-tdual is nnot; capabl~ ot a)?XH!r~:'l:~E1 

<?l!jet;vl:i· mv.r;~t also b¢ prese.11.ti' ~!!.:t·ia .. ~;cv\:ile hims\?l:e saya. th~.:t 

no .. ::; o;:tly do sensa:tion.s naet~rm;~~ £Q;r tne :l:ldiVidua:;t it:$ 
. . 
qbjccrtH o.f pursu.i t a:a.d avo:ta.ance.t hut " o- ., t-;hii;n ·the tlrl.nd 

is -rrholls:; preoqoup,.ec1 ivl th :1. ts ll!E":u.t~l i:maees,. i:t may llke..,; 

't1'S$ be moved to e.o-tto:n.fl H3 .A.:risto·tle says -~-'u:r.the;r that 

pleasttt'e mf?J.y not only be Hprcsent and po:ro~ivedi\> ~ ~ "n but 

7 

JJ~~l"e iii~ 8~ P~ 149-150~ 
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!magina:tion :ta: not expl.a:bJ.ed v0ry olea:rl~r lJY A.:d.stotla~ 

.He does say that all imagination is either calculative or 

EH3nsi t:lve2 m1.d that when iEagi:na:iJion occu.rs£~ one can call \11) 

a J:)icture or 1.mage(t3 Although he. do.es not :ree.J .. ly dr;sc:t•il>e 

oaloulati ve o:t:• sensi t:tve imaginationt maybe he means by the 

sensitive type~ imagination oi a pleasure ~m~se source is 

ent:l.:t•ely in ·tne bodyflc and by the former~' ima.gine:t:lon of t~ 

good or pleasure to be at·taiuecl 'tfllich involves a :t>ational 

~e Fo:r.ma:blon ·of Habi ·hs s.nd s·t.~:tes of Ohc.re~cter 

It h~s l1een, said: so far the:& people have innate oapa ... 

cl t:!.Gs to feel certain dcs:t..:t>es a.ncl emf)tions,. These~ wht:in 

a!'oused by ·t;he l>lea.surc and pain :re:lateu to o.bj.e6ts 9 ca:use 

.... jjb.e living being- to l.'esponda No-rr it is na:ttu .. al :tot: ·tn.e same 

l·dl1 recur.. Certain -rmys o:f: sat:tsi'ying these same deai:ces 

become habitual beo.a.use i#t is vJ..easap."(; to 0.0 the same tllingso 

.. ,.. .. ,, __ ....... J3ecati.se of ·tne freqt..1e.ncy 1d th 'i·ihich hab~- tual evortt.s raau.:-r ~> 

. h 1" ... .) 1 . ..:! ... • h 1 b. ·'l.i- ey ar-e :t.r~e nacu:ca. e1ren't.s Vnl:J.Ct"~ appexl a ways e.~ 

]\rom ·Ghe hab:1. ts people fol'm come ·ifue ~y-pes o£ .ch&,:rao .... 

11Ul .t. ,:;. 0 tl~ iii 11<) 137Cl' 7.-• 34 ;;:;- .. 
2}1<1> AJ.'I So i:iio J.Oo 43.J ':> 

30~ 3~op 3e. ''2,....,1; l9o r ¥ ~ 'i' f 

4 h ,/. R. 0l•tt i~ 11. lY{Oa 6~9o 
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'" 

. Th~Ls. is ttby the e.ct:!;vi"bies we exh1,'M . .-i~ m1.u.:d~ be o;J~ o, eel" ...... 
·t-a3,u l<:in.'H :t:t is 1Jacaun e t~he ata·ues of oh£~:-cac·be:t/ oc.):r.;. 
l'espond. to th~ dif.fnretwcw be·b1>Te~.!.l tb.es$4- It m~J.taa no 
:S11le,ll diffe:c·ence~ ·tncu1 rrhethe:r 1:re fo:r.:m hal;;d. tiS of cme 
kind o:i? of t:.n.o'tb.er f.:rom ou:r yery ;y .. ou·th; it mal-;;.~s a '"v"'e:19'Jl 
p~ree:J; ct:1.l.fe3.?e:ncc" 03."" X'$i. the:.t" ~~11 ·tJ.te di:fte:t:enoeec,l . 
~ ~ ~~~~ . 

· :ple 1'-Y na:turel<' . 111o:t: ·example~ "from the ve:r1 mom~nt o.t' 1li$'~h 

11~ a:ra jus-~ o4" £1 t-hed" £or sel:f' .... co:a:bl'ol o:v 'b:rav.e oz> h*'~iie the 

~· , n4 · . oths~~ m~n:t.1l qu:;u.:r .. ~~:t.es ~ 4 fl -~.~ l):l oi>he:r wo~ds-? r.aen has a 

n~rt1.4~a.l vi~r·tue s ... n ;.the 1JlCJ1:':2J,j.,. p·a~t. o£ b5~m~5 :Sy ·this Jl.:r:isto-tla . ' . 

eo ems ·to rJ.ea:.rt 'hl"la:t hurua:t'la $. t bil'th h,a:tre ·tendencie$ t.rhlob. 

may 'be d¢velopeo, into qt:U.\l1:h3.es o£ ju-stioeit s~U-col15;z.oo.l~ 

'CO.U~age:) or ~tue o·the:t m<:lra:t eirb!'i.btttes<) Fm;··tht3J:moz-e~ 11the 

·.P:t."'Odl~<Ytions o£ natUl'a he:v-a e,u inn.ate tea?..d~hoy in tlte <Lir~c~ 

·t.!tm, o:r 1-fi:J.ioh they at>e oa.pabie~ ~ IJ • ., uG Y~tiJ· some: people 

4--· ~ ... 1') .... ,...:, Jt:SA\ :t •• '•4 b 5'1"6., 5'""t'lP 15-1 ...... \,\ -£J:!.C J!i:.a.!. •.: ..,J ... • J ' ~ ... -(t f";..... , J.. ~-~ • ";It .. -~ ...,...,"""l~·· 

6Nio ]qbh '],t .. i .. 8 ... lh 4411' 
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ot~er basiu capacities~ suoh as the desire 0Z hu~ger and the 

emo.tim1s of anger 0 pi ·t;y 9 fear 11 k'l.n.dneas ~ and the li.ke ~:~ b.a<tre 

al~eady been mentioned~ 

TheJse >t>iho live in a ·cold, oJJ.ma:te atMi in E"J.,'li'CJ[:IB e:t~e :J:'nl.1
2 of spiri:tp btt·t want,.ng it'l ilJ.telligenqo ant1 sk1l.l.~ Q a ~· 

The natives of .A.si8 .. arey itriAeJ.J.ige:rrt a1:1d 1.nvQ:n:t1veq i:n.rt 
ars wan t1.ng in spiJ. .. i:t.t~ $ ~ ~ 3 

" Th(:; Eellenio :racev i:ihich is s~. tuatetl bGin·reen the..T!l~> is 
likat;1s0 in t.e:rmec1ia tell :t:u cl2a2 .. aote:t'11 being high ... spiri. ted 
and also intelligento ~ 

As fo'X" family hsl"eoJ_·ty9 Al"isto·tle .says ·tb.a·~ good t'athe:r.s 

a~e li~ely to have good sona~5 Finally~ as £o~ custom~ 
. . 

A:ris"'&I.'Jtle remarl~s that people learn certa, .. u habits tJl:rough 

(.n.:ts·&mn 9 . ~ome of which wG)ttld S$em brv:t:tsh to people :1.11 o ... tW.B~ 

cul·t~:res o 6 

~eople develop ~1e habits o£ their families and socie~ 

~~~~~~-~.=;P"'¢::io(;:n'"te:=~~~~~~~~~·~<t$::St. 

11.'1'~ 1jl' • - ,~A " .- "! "" l!• 0 b "'7 A'lJ.O .:.!.1'\.!l li.o vJ.l.<> !Jo .e.J.-I"'.J J. 0 

2 ' b 
Pol9 vjJ.dl 7 o '1327 21} ... 25(> 
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chil.dhood 11 f.\.nd ),. ·t is th:t:>o1tgh imi ta·vion. ·th&:li :9.an leax·ns J:.d.s 

.ear:u. est J ... es s eras:> 1 Furthe:l."n:tore 11 nchild:t...,en s ta.1.,-b 1·r.L ·t~h a 

~atv:raJM aftec·t:to:u ancl disposj.tlon tc> obey a N2- Ob'"v"16ttsly~ 

the.n~ ·the ir&'llediate members oJ: "!lb.¢iz· famil:tes. hav'e a greai1 

ln:tlnf)nce on the hab;t ·ts th~y de\relop~ .Als-ov, the cti.si;o.ms .o£ 

the soci~ty i~ general ~~¢ imitat~d ~nd loa~ned~ 

In adcti td.on~ the :l.ntluences of form~vl educa:tion. ~x.l 

·the l.a'm wh1.o:b. co:o~tr\)l the ec.lu¢~.tio:a,. e.nd o'l.u=.rtoms of the. 

sooie·ty e.£feot tb.e to:rmat;lon of ha'bl:l?Sn i.l.s fuJ., edtteat:i.on:? 
'?. 

A.:r.:i.,stotJ,..~ believes. tha;t: all men by natu:~~e dosi.t'e t¢ J..ee.:J:\tt·:> 

an.d fi11d :1. t plee.sant to. le;;:..rn., 4 I.f thi·s ·bf1,s!t.o desi~e tl:) 

" learl'l is usod. t;o good a.dve.ntage th:t•ough rn:•opel"' training a.)ld 

eu.u o~:ti Ol'lp th ~ i.udi vl d:u.al. 1-r:tlJ.. toz-m good haJJi, ·~s .:. 5 ~he 
- . 

proper ocluoat.ion. 't-rould 1:uolttde being ol"O'!..tgh't~ up .:f'z·om crv.Z'. 

youth ·nso as both t9 delight in ~Tnd ~uo b€J ).}$.tned by tho 

• ,.,.,,.,,, 1~.:-" • .,. ·things 1>re ought; 'i! • .,. ~ n6 
' . 

Ro1reve~b ·the ·j,a"$i'S· of soc:le·oy ~v-ll:t a:&i'ect tho type of 

ednoe.·tion its membel"fl tdll rece1.veo nr·t ;1$ ditfi.ov.lt to 

19 
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:tt is ·bhrough 

t;b.e p-'Ut!.ish1.110hts anti. pensJ .. tie$ ths:b th¢..lD-¥ts l}:.t>CYilide tb.a·t 

they, a::f'.t'<:H.1t the- trai:ttl!lg people ·"Vrl,ll l'eee:tve (,\ 

v?!'th the n.elp of' all these ir,~oflunn(}G'IS and othe:r's ~>­

people tend ·ce Zot<m certain ha.bi"'(>s from oh:1J .. dhooc1(1- A:l:i ·this 

paint~ :t:t UiYhhing .f'U.l'ther 11el"'S said~ it 'tf0U1d .s~em that 

certa:tn. des:b:es an<.l emotions a.re il':l.Sti:.o.otu~.lt~ meaning that 

ill1:e oapaoi ty to have ·them :!.s implanted ;tn people b;y. l?,.a:tu:r·e a 

they are evoJ.ted by ce:rta:ln pleasures ar1.c1 pains; and ·th.~ 

formation o.t' habits of ;response is inZJ.uen.ce<l by raoe.& eli,.. 

and o·llh<~:~ f'o:t•oes C) 11otve.Vel" p.. A;:ci.stotle _does speak of some 

ao.t:tons as voJ.un;tary a:eH1 done tht·otlgb. eh(~i.ae.. 1Yu:t~the:tinoTe :~· 

he praises and blame~ people to~ the so~ts of character thGY 

dove:J .. op(l2 x·t i.s a:t t~his point .. " "c;hen{l tl:u:.d~ an. explanation ot 

Of wish in behav:tol:'o 

Voluntary ·Aot~.ons 



ta:i?Y sc·o:tons g t!l~ la:trte:r include those due to ehanoe I) neoss~ 

si ty P oompulfJim''Y.li- ancl ne:ture ~ J. Som0 acts done in ignoA-anc~ 

aJ..,so al.,~ ~ea.J,.ed .;tn,.roluntary c :e:cn·lEftr~~-zy "'Ghe speoi£1c ·type ·ot 

ign~~aneB ;L~volved will b~ discussed l~te~ in rel~tion to 

ln.t'J:f.."e,J. f!tnd im.m.Ol"al aertion.s ~ 

.&.:Ll ac:ticns the:b !!:~ due to a man himgeJ.f a;ud .o1.:;rv.s~d by 
him~Mli' a.l"e due e:i;thel.,. ·r.o habit or ~~o :?:etional cr :1.:rZ"a= 
tioaal ol'~:tting~> . Re·tione-1 cf'xving i~l a ~:r·a.11'ing for good 11 
i 9 e ~ a 1lb sh.-..>;o,n(>l.;u:nly n:!.s11es :f:or, any·t~lt~.:t~g t'tt!~! eas .b.e ·~ninlts 
'i ·(! goqti » :Tr:.:"a tiO.l-.tal era "iring i~s ·t-vn)£'old ~ v;.tz 9 $Iige:t? and 
app eti te-l?«+ 

Since d.esi:re au.c1 emo·t:to:o.. have al.l'eatly beoo. disquss0d ~ ll.lsh 

and th(.t .role sf t'fl!ason. e;l1,d of del:tbe~a·tion wiJ.l noli i)e con ... 

.onoioep other~~ no·t; by choice~ by choioe those 1rrhi.cb. t-re do 

a:f·te:r. tlelibet-a:Gi~n:i no·£.; bJ.'" choice ~~hose which 1Jre do -vd ·t:l~Qt~.i~ 

pz~{:}VioP-s del,ibe.ra·ti('Jtlcr H3 Th:usfl the apheXle of trolltei.:ua~y · 

volV.tl/i.i&'-il:~t· bu·~ llot ·bY ·Ohoic~" T~t1y or-'oo;;.& a.ot rxu· ·tl:te spux­

o:f -'c..l:~.;;~ L!!Om~nt ~q;'l, tt.0.u:t ·the U8e <)£' l·~ason and tl!.ough t!> :ro:r: iu 

·th<:J.:il :te~son 1~ not p;resen"'t;;· Ol' not yet dova'l·opea., Eoweve:1?.tt 

altho·ugh v.cts done on ·~lw ep'Ul" ~f ·vno mo~1e11.t are yo1unt$.l:.,j'~ 

•}.b_ "'~ ::..~{"~ Yf ··- "!:.- r.-t .(\ l~ "'"·"'tJ __ .,... ~o ~~ cr.~o ... <;>-:(i< 

ln1. .~ -· 1 0 1· 3c..gb ...,_, -:1.5 .r1-i?.e o., .1. lt -· ~ • o :; :;.,. ..; o 



S:1n.ce ohoioe ae.ems ·to be 1¥hat has been deo!l.o.ed on ·b;t~ 

previous deliberation 9 the latter ia an impQ~tant pa~t of 

Etc·oions done th:r.ongh ch.oice<:> Of deliberc-~tion AL':~.stotle 

says that peopl.~ do uo·t deliberate about ·what is oawsed J)y 

na.tt\:Cet, neoessl'G$~> ozo ob..a.noeo i'he;r (lelibe:t .. ate <mly a'bou:t. 

"{<~hat can be bl'ougb:'v ~ bcm:t by their ow4 ei?£o:t>'ts (t l Pv..l"''bhe:t"""' 

He assumes tha:h health is ·the 0tH.1 to be attaSA:a,ed a1.1d oon .... 

siders by what mean.s it is to be attainedQ2 ~husp since 

1.fhat has been decided. upon as a l"'esul .. G o:t delibe:ra:t:ton is 

the obj~ct o£ ohoice~ choice is ndel,ibe:re:Ge. desi:t~e of· things 

~~~o==!i ie by restric~ing choice to mean~. that 

.A:ristotle distinguishes choice from ·~-rlshe n·m,.sh ;t"'elates 

rather' to the endv choic~ to the me~11s~ :fo:~: ins·t~.:we~ we 

tdsh to be heal tJ:l...y t~ 1:nrh \·7e choose i;he aots "t-rh:tch vtlll 11/,Qke: 

:but s.s .h&s already been s te. ted (I one chooses orJ.ly tne things 

he ·thinks oonJ.d be prought about by his o1:r.a ·ef.fortsQ As 

anythlng v.:uless he "'Ghin.ks it is good~ l'b.e object or vdsh 

1 ~~ • 1 ....,. 1'P2a 30(> 2.llli{Lo P lJ.12° J 3-"16o - .!.i:i:!.C c ~ :Jc ~·l· 
~...,. 

~ 

ll.13a 1lq.12 .. 4 'b 27 ... 28 .. .-'!bid., p Ibid" 9 1~11 
~- ~ .... 
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may be what is really· good or only the appa~ent goQq 0 bU~ 

·the good man v-r.tll ~r.i.sh. fo~c ~ib.a·t is :r.~~ally· go~r;1q l 

Aocbrding to Aris·ootler. nl'Then movemen.t is pl.~t.>au.cad eo"'" 

, oo:t"di:ng ·to oalo~1la:~iot~. $. ·~ is also aooo:~:·d1x~g ·to w1a-h) ll' 11 c;· o n2 

!n :t:ef'e:cenoe to cfl.lcta.lation_i! 11t>istotl0 says ·that :tt retex>s 
.• . . . . . . ': 

Siuce Asi.st.ot1e says that t·iha.ta~ver is .ln;•odtl.ced ~~coording to 

oa1ou:la~:ton :ts a1ao ac~oo:t>d:lng ·~o \il.sh~'~ h0 must me&.n that 

oh.oice 1r.rvolves tdSho In o·tb.er- words 9 -r;ish supplies the end 

$~i$,tec1 c .A.lso_r; cl-:.oice ·too mus·~ bo cousicler~d p$1.:rt of appe= 

t!!.te by A:t. .. isto·tle)'> tor he has oalleo~ choice tt.delib~;r.fJ,te 



only in people in whom x·eason is developed" a:t least. in so 

fa:~:- as :l:b is a o:t."aving :fo'r ·tn.e :rea.l good~ Ob.oioe~ t1hioh 

involves 't'riShql is proba.bly ·i;he nearest to w"aat r11ay be oon.,.· 

tsi.del"ed free vdll in A.ris ·cotlo e s works o People 1Y"ho aot 

tb,Gy ar·e rationally and ptJ.rpose.full.y co~:troll:lng 'vhat t;hey 

do~ ~s w&s said before~ childrenp in 1n1om reason is not yet 

developed!! arc i~capab1e of deliberation. Ol" chO;'I.ce<> xe·tl> 

tb.eil'.' e,ctiollB &.l"e voltmtal>y in the sense thnt "cl:!.c;y stem· from 

thems e1:vea I> Howe-rer tJ thetr ao·ti Oi?,s do ncrb origina"(ie f:rom 

.. 
be saicl to be in thei~t free~ conscicms.9 UI.l.d purposeful co£1"" 

trol1\ 

~.:-=since children act 1-r.t thou-'G .ch.oicep. it must be pos"" 

sible" then$! t..'l-J.at appe-ti·te can o:~igin~-'~e .mcnremen"u ~iflthout 

·c.hcrloe or calculation iu aooord:;n~c€1- 1'1'ith dos~.:re and emot:lonc. 

Fur·the:rmo:re~ .AristotJ .. e states ·fua:t u€q;peti'te can originat;e 

.movement ·ccm.trary to calcu.latio.n9 e " "~~l Again~ tn ~ ... lh..Ji 

~ he suys ~ 11F·u.rther$1 even whet.. the mind does command anG. 

~Ghought bids us- pursue or avoid .something" sometimes no move~ 

" 0 

Taerefore~ appetite fnthoutp or contrary to~ ~dsh and ohoicc 

}; ... 38. 2 .... <.j'•.? ::> .. 
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can cause action~ but when action is cauaed b~· wish and 

a:ucl eho:tce al.~e fo:r.ms of appet:1.to ... 

HolveVel .. P. contrary to "V;hat he said Qf' apperti ~te or-lg;t .... 

nati:ng action ~.n alJ. oasesp Ax'istotla thc;:n. sp~al}.s of mind 

A{>pErt:t. te too is incompe·tent ·to account fully :ror mov0 ..... 
me:o.t; fol" those 14ho succe.ssi'u.lly '.:ewifiil"l.r t~ulpta·M.ou ha.v~ 
e..ppt;ri.>i te t;\ttd d~si:rE} and yt:d; .:eollow mind ~d x•efuse ·to 
en~.o·~ that fox· w·hiob.. they have -S~.ppeti"'lie,.l 

J~.gain~ tithe con,.,.G:l.nent man on ·the contr¢1l"'Y a.cts ·wtth ohoioe~ 

bu.:t not -vrl th e.ppotl·te6 u:?. 1\,lso 0 *'a:ppet:L'te is con·tral'y ·to 

u3 
0 

.oases OX'ig:lnates mo'\iementl) hG!'O he says ·ob.a.t 1nind and 

choice can originate IllQV~ment against appetite'~ I>e:rhal:~s .. he 
. 

uses ap:pe·c:t te her.e to meem O!UY cles:Lre ol~ emotiono r.n any 

espeoially seems to need cla:£ifioation.o In rete:r.-enoe "'G-o 

choice .Ross rightly says: 

H:i.s.~l:-:'ini"Gion of it as del~Jm~;ate desire el"rs by 
troat5.ug it as one lt:l.nd of rleslx-o<~ wh:tle .1. ·>a pla.:i.n.ly 
is no·b:~ but ;his s·tatement that it may be culled ei the:r 
desireful :r;--eason ol;' J."'eason?--ble desire implies tha:t d~"" 
sire is not its genus r- that it ls. a ne1,;r thint~ ... " 9 u • 

1-. ., ~ . 
~;!~~}~c ~ 6=8c 2

1Uo Eth Ro :i.ii 0 2!1 3.1J.:b ... lt'~5 ~L-,...,-3. "' 

-· 4 -'J.:Pd 1 .... 1\.:r:ts-totle .. 200" ~.,.;.'l; ..... ;>o I?.oss~ 
~'n.i'u~' J:.'l ~· 
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. of practical. ·thinld .. ng refers to ohoioQ b~oaus~ ·bo·th. r;:ratr'o-i"~' 

oal ·t~inking and oho:toe ax-e rela:'r;ed ·ho ·i;he 1u.~a::.ts •to ·tme and 

i>thich e.ppeti ire des.il."e$1) P,a.1s p!'oc~ss ot :p:t>act::tcal -_-thinltiug· 

1s fur·ther described as :f.ollo1-rs ~> i:here i.s a "tttniltez-s~l and 

part:to-u.lar p!'emis~~ 

The f':tt>st teils us ·bha t; such. a.nd sucb. ·ki~?.d. of m~.n. sb.ould 
do sv.ch and suoh. kind o!' acJ~tt and the second that ·this 
is a;·l acrt of tha lctnd meant~ s.nd l: a. person. of ·the """':EFP'n. 
·:t:n:tended) rt 1. t :ls ·the lc. t·ter t;ha t really oz·igina.tes 11101te .... 
me:ntfr not; tho univel.~sal~ or· rather i1:; ·is both:.> 1m·t t-he 
011a does so 1-vhile :1 'l:~ :¢e.mai~lB in q, sta·te of mi!J.d lilie 
J;'es·h:: 1)11ile the rrthe;c- partakes in. ·the m.ovementl",\2 

~1na1lyj the last step of tha practical mind~s thinlting 

p:roce$S is ide1rbical Jd th the movemeu"'G o~~ the o.::t:g~ism43 
' when th~ oo~clusion.o£ the syllogism is not identical ~lth 

·the o.ction~ ·then ... vhe:r·e is something preyantin.g the pe:rson 

f':com acting~ 4 Extern.al causes of involtu:~:tar-y behaVior 1·rel"e. 

rrlll be rlisottssed in rela:tion to :1.nco~:ti"uenc~.., 

2-~ • ; ll .. '+3ll.a 16"""23., 3:tbic1<) 11 10., 433a. 16 ... r7., • i.)~:~ .. o t1 ...--.-... 
4J)Iic E·bh n:~ vii., 3e lJ..47a ""'0 -~.:,· 

~' -;; .... '1 
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::tt imnld seem,~; then~- as one Wl'i ter:> Ole.reu~e Shu.te~ 

that ·the Pl"<J,ct:l.cal mind ts 1 tpttJ.:>po~e is to be of 

sex•vioe~ t\ «) a :t·t ;ts s5~mul ta.:n$oU:sly stiU\l.tlf.l"ted to seek 

means .appx·opl"iate to satisfy desire'! nl So ·!;he a.'IJO-Ve 

fJf ho1r ohoice wo.t>lra~ Yett :l:t seet!S also that A.l';J.stotle 

b~l.ieves that the process of p:rao·bical ·thinkl.ng ie pre)sent 

when all e.otion oootu'tso For e:&:a.mplet,~ A:-tl.atotl~ sta·tos; · 

uT'Aer.e ia a juS"Gi.fioa:hion f~t' regarding these t-vro ~Ms tb.e 

eou!'¢EHs o£ .movenwn·ttt> i .. ec. appe-ti·te a-a.d p:raotica.l thougl.'lt~ 

~ 4 ·~ u2 Eo1 .. ~ve:.r.9 Ji.~~is-'ootl~ h$.e $aid the.t olwioe does not 

occu~.in people· whose ~eas~n 1a underdeveloped~ I~ is 
"' 

iJ.U.Clea;;:;h ·tn.en~ 1-fl:le·th<tt' the above p:t"ooess ~s ~ descJ:>iption 

it can ocm.l.:~ vn thout oho!Loe~ J:n. adc1i t:l.on~ :t:t may be qu~s"" 

tioned 'whetb.e:c this prooess occu:re oonsoiously o~<> at all :l:n 

~ve:~r acrtion (t 

Shute e~laitia that the prOO$SS of .tho J?~C'>t''\C'liical m:lncl 

occu;e:s in all beha:v.,.lo;;> and is uot; limi t~d me:fely to :;wtious 

1-rhich. at·e ohoseno ~he practical syllogism is a 1-ro.y of 

. 
tio:t\s 't1f!:lch are not ch.osen.p i:t may take the :follo1.rlng i'o:r.m~ 

n ... , 
r-( 



:mspeoi?;lly in ~eg~:t:<.l to aotio:o.~ dmt~ 'Ur.l.:('Oi:.'"l!::Wtivoel~~ tl;tr~ug11 

h~l>~,. tp .11i wotlld seem that tll:ts l')X'{)Ces~; o£ ·iJhe fJ:t'aoti,..oa.J .. ntiud 

Tb.~ I>~lat~:tt~l:t Of \1:l.sh. atJ.d Oho;ioe ·to ple$;.~Ut'G: o..ud. :r?aiu 
• 

a.~si:rod by vrl~$h and ·th,a'G desi;.~.:-ed b;r ·tue :~.rz-at5.o::;~.$"~l e.ppe·~s.toQ 

. ~rM;l·.t·e is elso :r:teed to cl.al ... if.y tho :('elation of choice 

to t;h.e i'O:r."'ae:tion of habi ·ts <>- 1Io'lv~vi.7r-~ ~:t;n.o;:-o ·th'f!; ooncal'n. herr) 

7 .. s eGpeoi~ :i.iy man as co.paoi t:y fen .. ft.xt:rir-te; vlr"vv.ou.s h.a1Ji .. ~s a:nu 

·tho Ul'J.i verse.l:t ty of' this orJ.paci·ty ~ tt.ds discussion- t~o .ie 



..... 

oi' .me:n l·s 11:t:oy;e:.r :f\mcrtiOP.:-11 • .,.tm1.ch . .t\:-t:LJ:rt?t1e cm.lls ma1). ~~.gOtH! 

o:r.v;tr·hvJ~v- wilJ. be ::c"?elated to Ar.isto·tl.o~r~ vicn-r o~f: man as a . . . 
. . 1 .. i .r.a:c:u;m ... '7, -oe· ng ... 

oi'-virtuou.s habi t!3c} 

' . 
s:tdercd} as 1-rell as act~.ons ·which :may be co11.Sidered inYol'lm~ 

29 
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:t;>'-*.t'ers ·to h~w~,n na·tn~te and :i.:ts final *:Udo As prer·v.iouei;r 

liler,ttiot~,ed. il?. :l."'elrd;:to:n ·tei A,:ristl)t!et .~ ·tel~o1ogica1 ·¢oncep·t o.~ 

· n~"~;ux>ett Clf~:r;·y being~ :t~ac1ud;'i.,:(lg w-a:tt~ aims &..'t sottH~ e:r.1.d~ ~liia 

er4.d ma:r also bo cle:;Jo:t•ibed as ·the TJ!j~rig·r s gooctQ 1 ln man~ 

th$;t-e;t\'>:t:'e 1; all h.i s oo~scious.lif di~ec"cr.;d e.ot1 v:i;ties B:l?e a.:im~d 

at some ~:o:a!i 2 ~~-S 1 t h~S been se!im.f? w:tietho~ man ac·ts a¢<?> 

()o:rdtns ·to :ra:tio;.:tal o:t.? i:-t~:.t:.'ELtio.u.al dos:l~l"e,~~ he. cMr~~ tO' acld.eve 

.s¢llU) &.o.<l ~m~oh 1s a z·ee.l o;r. app~ent good<'-

al,.·N·aym chostJn i:r)t' its or~n. sa~eu r..~nd ;ue1te:t; as ·the tlea:.us to 

aome·thin.g e1s~ft- is a· final <:Uld~} In man the spec:t.a! end to!! 

.agettt.~ .n.riBto·~J .. e says tha·~ it is oi:nr:lou.s that the:-c;~e li'l'l\~rt 

b~ $UOh an end i.f rt'tte a:('e uo·t to go on c1~.oos:tng one ao'b :fol ... 

"Ghe sak$ of anothe:'ii ". ~ ~ wl th the result that d~sir-~. t-4.11 

.:ttnal en.d ·the 11atsoltrte1y good., !6 

The e.'l:lsolu.tely_ good o~ the £1hul end :l.s at"A end which·. 

26., 

B·chics ") ~ 
1959) !l ico 
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~a both pura:tt$d ffi'Z' i:t~ cnm. J;Jali.:e: and ta ael:e-~tlffio~~..enijll '~s 

happin.esab-2 

the m.e~ .. niug of b.a.p1:d.nessp ·i:ine final -end o:~ goon f~r f4alt,$ 

A?2'~.stcr~lc ~:Es,r!Ji~.es ·t.he fu.ttoticm o£ men9- JI0 ~tot:>lts to ma.tl r s 

ftmctt:.i<:nl l;eqause ~~ h~.e opi.n:tof:l 11 'Cl1..~ good aud "6he 11 t-relll} is 

titO.ttgh·~ ·tf) ~es~.de in ..-tl'4e !ilu<:rt~ton~ so wo·o..:td i:t $-eem "'~o be 

se~n t.ha'l~ ma:.o. sha.4"'ea ·l1be fv.no·tio~tJ of ·the vegetative a~(3. 

SQ.l::t$1'·iJiVe ~a~~ts -o£ the !3tlli) .. 1-rl th ovhez- 1!1:\ting lie:t,ngs 11- S~ it. 
~ .... ~ .. -:~_V..f!l P~"•'~"J."""i~'lt L'\b !i»"'-<-~e3 ...... .,... !!!l'"'\'1,.., no::-< .,,.~,.. •• ,?4"''"~~"'r ""'~n·t~1n"d 

Q: "_..,.....,. -'-'v-V;!.. \'<1 y,i -"...,"'.Yt;;n3.o.;. "'" ...,,. ... .,;..~ c;;.o )j'W. OV.t,.>..t"'''·'•!..(J """W"""~, ... ~ .• IJ ll 

t'/h~ci1 is lll.f.~n·t S OlW$.st.C·~e:;;j,.st5~oall;r U'UID~:.ll £'t;.11t;:Jti0..&1.~ . :i.f~-U iB ,..liO 

live a :U.£q in.volvi1.l&; a.ct:1;v:~. ·ti~:s of ~t:IU$ soul, 1mpl;rir.tg a 
.. -t - b. " . ;c-e.:tional p.r:.t.ncipleq. .. ~s ;tv,nc·oio:t~ of a gG~od 1ua..n ;J"s- .. $0 pe2:"" 

,f():r;,m stu;;ll ao-ti vi ties well )5. In crthe~ "6-mrds $ hum?:n good . i a 

a.n eoti vi ty tt! tho $CIU1 in atH.iOrc,n:nce wri ·bh ;t"'~.:-t~.ona1 excel~ 

l0:nce~ '"'vi.:r..,t\.le 11 and if th$~0 ·:ts more than one '\'1 ;.~+;t.1e hi • . I '(~ U • ~ _,. 

B~cO:~o"daztce ~Jl; i:rh tho best and most C~m:plete~'~ 6 :thiS e~ld i'or ·. 
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:tn:fiended hi.m vihen he leads a :rational lifeo As happiness is 

"'~he supreme .enc1 o;r good e:t which man aim.s? and man 9 s goocl 

resides i11. his f'u.n.otlon 11 ~~hen man ful.fi11s his tunctiGtl or 

potentiality -~h:rough v!l .. :etttes or exoellence-s of :t·eeA~Oll.g ·£this 

rd~l result in his happinessd 

. T"no word t
1happ:i.ness" ro.-'2l.y be some~rhat m1slead.ing 1)e­

ce.use to sonm it 'm~;:~.y• :tmply pleasureo. Wh~.1e A:ris·totle docs 

belielr<;J the..-~ :pleasure acCJomparlies hap:pln,ess I) 1 he c.loes not 

In t'f3.:fo:cen.oc to this~ Ross explains: 

The co:o.ventional transla:'cion ~happ:tnes.s 0 is u.rs.suit.a.ble 
111. the J:lt~1i.cs: for whereas 5ha.n"':i.n.os:::(g means a state ....,._. ... __.. v - J:' 9 
o:f fee:U.ng 11 d:Lfi'erine from pleasure onJ.y bJ i_ts sug<" 
ge.s·t:ton of pel"'J~anoucell dep-t'hv and sereid.ty~ Aristotle 
insists ·th8.t ~.::J.p:plnesy i.s $.. kind of aot:tvi ty; the.t 
it is not an;r k~.ud of pJ.casv.re .rtihough plee.sul"e ua:turally 
accompanies ito2 

Tha:'c Aristotle does 11ot believe haypiness iio be a s"'Gate o.f 

seen in his .emphasis on resultso In this cop~ection~ he 

mentions that the moral sta:'Ge of mind may exist. w.i thou·t 

Horreve.r ~ on a f!h.o has the ac-"G:t vi ty 't-rill neoessarily b$. act:tng 

a:ud ac·'liin.g 1·rell c 3 So hal)Piness exists il'J. t>he ac.tivi t;y"' in. 

190 ... 
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1 " .. t ... ' 1 SOl..l may .nu:vq t.:~. ro..·c.J.olJ.E. 

calJ.s 

cl1ara.oter. Ol"' 111oral 1rir-tuos; v-ir>tues of the :l.!i.;i.ielleot :1. t ... 

s~l£~ h~ calls intellectual virtuesQl 

-rd.l1 eu:ta:tl -~he ;p{;tS.Sio:a.s. obeying reason, fc.r it is the 

e¥iste11oe o:f the i"atimial n:d.no:lnle ~a autho:ritat:i.ve 1!.1 the . . . . "" . ... . . 



a.:o,d izrter·med.:le:tes ~ 1 Ac-ting :ln. aooord8.nco l'T:l th. ·the i.n te~,.,.· 

.med:ts:tte mea.J.'l.S ·te> '~teo.l at tho r~tght ·tlm.es~ 'i~d;1i!. refez·cmce ·uo 

~tne :r.3~gh:~ -obje'I·Ytsn- ·t~;nra:rds the righ/tt tH10ple9 ·with ·i;he. right 
' 

nt.o·M.\i'e~ and iu th~ J:'ight wayf! a ~· P't1
2 :erne :tnte:l:'med.!a:te is 

I 

~l.so · C8..lle.d 'bh.e ~tl(;a;a. l:>~r A.:ristot1e 11 $.11U it i.s detexmiuod by Sir 

· w:rririuna~ J?:t'*i .. no:tple in. aeootd.arw{i.l \vi,:i;h ·the :!ilght ~~106.:; :l!o 

sts.-t~ hi a· fu1 .. 1 dei'itJ.~. tiolt of viri.Hle ~ 

1r~ ... oe11 thel2-~ )·till be \}ha:li £al1s $ho~t ¢f oZ> e~oeeds rihat is 

l. .. io'h·"t. i:a, actions ot ··thE} a-op$ti teG~ 
0 " -

·&:t·te act1.ltg .in r;.u:;~<::<>rda.nce 1-rl th a m.eau. de1;ej~m:tued. by :teasonp. 

in. relation. to what 1s best and righ·~:'l- moral 'Vi:c"oUG '·s an 
~~-"'"G·..nnme 6 
~...Q.. ~~ .. ~ .~ 

·al"~ ~,q "'lleens~ To ~ter'te thi~ in a.r.oti.iher 1myll -~11e.:ce Pal). bB ao. 

mean of WPJ~d; is alieadt an e:;ctl,.ema '?:'f tlefi..o1e13-~Y 1 murder E-md 
<jt 

th-ei'·h btring ax·t:remes c:f: the pe.ssio!:lS invol:v9d in justice a· 

~~~~~~~~~~~ol'~~~~~~~~.pNt'~~~ 

1 Ib:1d Ail :t:t (\ (l.) 1106 b 8-l!"')o 2I"h1 a 2.0-2211 ...,..._...,,..v ~· ~, - .._.;.~._..,!> ll 



posBs of it.llus·tra..·&ir!g ft.ristotle ~3 vj~e"t>J' Qf :t11o neano Fi·:t.·stl) 

·i;he \l'il'"'Gue oz· coux•a.ge is the mean 't'rl th. rega:t•d ... ~o- fee111tge cf 

no 11.~.me a.s this ex·t:t;"'eme is rapG"~ ~fr.ugy w:Ylo e::.;:ot:rea in oe)n.;:. 

i'idence m,:t~e rash 0 ~m1e they 11110 fall ehol"·t in oonfldenc~ 

anz1 ex&.E.H?.d ~ f~a:~" &l"'e eow"ards ~ l Az-:i.stt:rtlo spplies the \til~.,.. 

areas of. \:l.Gb.e.viol" in ,;~hie~ feelings of I'ea:r ~"let oocn:fidence. 

wot1ld be l1eleo;ran:hQ ll.uotne:c vi:&·iYaa is to:np-eraxH~e 1vhioh ;ts 

and ae~ual ~~te~cou~s~~ The pe~son who falls sho~t is inq 
. • . I) 

sensi 'bi.d9 while he 1vho exceeds 1s sel;f\"G:lviJ.ulge:~::rt., c. 

. 
pl'lE;Hl'tlcal wisdomo ·T~-..le intellectual v:i.l:··~u~~ ~1"1sdora ol ... con"" 

Flnallytt oontempla:hive act.iv:!.ty is done for its 



..... 

Fo:t"' ¢~an..wle ~ "£<Jh1le CtH:t,~·ae;eous ao·t5.o:n may be doxu~ t.o gein 

peace ~ad honour~ contemplation ue~ends only on the person 

1J.im~H~llf s:. 1 

Contemplation ia also the mos·~ d:tvins &.nd h.o:a.o:tabl,e 

~.l!tivity beoav..t;:;e ·t...~:ls is the ;;tctivi·ty f
1wh.:.toh .:i;b. would be 

moat d~;1rine 6bjeots o !+h hEiS: to do ~d th fiJ?s·t .Pl"':in<;iples and 

causes* and sinoe God is a .f':f.J;~f.rb ,px-in.o1:p1e ~ ·chlill pa-~son of 

w-.tsdo:m ccmtem:pl.E;\:tes God.;r3 !.1.1 fa<.rb\1 tv'isrlo~n 1.s s.uch an $l.e"~ 

~~:b~ii t•'i:rt-ue¥ 1:1biOh e:d.s·~s only fo» !!:ta cnvn frit:lk~j)- th~t 

Ari~:.r~ot1e says t: uTh~ pt<Js.sessi.cn of it r.aigla.t be jtu;:rtly 4:'G~ 

ga~dad as bey0.11.d J;,tume;:o. potv~:t>g for in many 11t?.y·s hun1o,n nt-ttux-e 

p~:r.i'erot Vil:>'tu.~ oi 'tfhioh m~,1n is capable.~ h~ .. ~pp$£t.ess QO:£M:3:~st;s. 

1~n i{he ao.tiv1 ty of or.n:~:tenlplat.:t.o~lo. 

~h$ R$lation of Happiness to ~kte~nel Goods 

A.1:enoug'b, l~.l"1s·t;ot1e says ·tha:t ha:pp2.nt1s~ dBpet;.ds on 

~-mq,p/s _1nxlel"" c.ont;emplative ao·tiviiiyp he adds that ex·~et':1.al 

good~ 7-~·,:.s al~o neocssa!'y ·~o ~J.appino~s~ A"'CiBtotl.e holc1s ·the:t 

h$ 1mo is ha.p:py is suffici~n:'~r1y equipped 1>rl tn e:;:d;ernal goode 

throu~1ien.:t his li£e,.5 He st.a:t<;!s ·~:~1s ~riew rto·t only in the 

In the latter$- Aristotle 
. . 

M~~~"<114U.l=;?'~....cW~.orl-~~'-""""'--="""'"'"""......,._,""""',_,'""""""""'-.._r~~W2:~~~ 

'1,.1 ~ 1 
J, l:)J.(J., " 
.1'1\.~.J.~~-

v 7 1l"l7a. 20 .... 1 l.,..9~(h lt 
,;).;. 0 Q: - t: w.t. l I B 

3th:l0. 0 11 
~~Wo"(1j:<it-t~O.'Jt 
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ex-gla:lns ·that ·the.$'e e.zoe thl"ee classes of gcotls ~ ex·te:-en:a1 

.80.Qd$~ goods of th$ bddyp and goods bf the soul ~ad that the 

happy man rm:ts t have aJ .. l ti~ e e 9 
1 

he says tl.wd; 

the ma11 w·h.o i.s 'tj'tcsl.y good and wise~, 1·10 thirili:s bsa:r~ all 
·the vhenor?.ls of l:t;te b~oQr4ingly $,!1d &.l11$.ys :na.rces "'t.iht: !;)est 
of <i:lr.cumstano~slt q ~· G:J 

lln.d if tr.~.ia is t.'b.e cta.i2ie11 ·the hap:p1 ma:a. oa11 n~·var become 
l"I!1:SG~iR.hl¢"':'•~~<~· 9 "4 

tmcleart .. lr~.rt. also .~\.:r:is·totl~ semils ta f?hi.it h1_,s enwhasia :ttom . 

:i'he i~r:b1c:: is that wb.ich is bot:U 
sal;.:e ~,nc1 also v~·ol"th~r of praise; 
tar.J.d. also pJ.easant beoat!se go.od. .-

dosirable fo~ its ovrn 
or ·(;hat 11hl-eh 1.s good 
If thi. i.s a t:i'U.€~ 
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tletiu.i t:!.o:a. of ·the :tro hle 2 :?.:t follo".-rs tht:,t·t \r.tt·tr-a.a mu.s t be 
nQble· siu-ee it • .ia oo·{'..h a e;ood th1ng and also p:N1ise~ 
1·70 :i-i.ih;f 1.> :t 

Fv~·tne:r.~mo~e fJ in th$. ~~ he says .. vha:t ·tina v:t;1ttiotts. 

m~~ will saor~tio~ oertain elements of happinesa to~ the 

af:"v!t.e. ~.f 1toX?.o~· Ol,. n.obil:i .. "ttl(l Foz. ~z-o.m:plef)" ha sa.ys tha•(f ¢lte 

.~00); no·t he 1LaPl~fY =~~ d.e~.:thp ~.nd 1-eti.f. the man 1*.1.0 poss~sg;e.s. 
'· 

· Agaixl.~ he a-ta:te$ t..ttat ·i;he b.:ra'V'~ 1-nan u-Ii.ll. £ace ce~tain tll1.ngs 

nt~:!" ho:noz·1 s s~1-lt~ t ±'orr: thi €? :La ·~tG ~no. ot v:f.:rtttc ~ tt:> 

:b$ath. a.rid rrom1da tt.i.ll b~ ptd ..... VJ..fu:t :~o ilh€.1 b:t'8,V'e Dlen 
agains~ his ~d1l& b,t{v he wlll t~ce them beo~use it is 

.noble to do so~ 6 4 ~ A~d ~~Q mo~e he is poeaeased of 
.,,..ll ~-!>.,~.:;.. -l·v1 .tJ t·"' ,,.,,,. ..... i M-6-<'.~v ';:Inc:!! -~ho '!,_a..,, ....... ~..,,,..,., h"' 4.G •Soh"' m""'"""' v.l;r.:!i t...~~ ~..,ll ott,.. ~,~ QJ,.{..t.l~.kt.:-: .... •v t:;.:,..t-4., vo+ot.r~ .f.:.!. l;" .. t/....,'?~• -.:; t"t.>.J-;~9 ~~~. v~~ 

ht? 1·iill be pei:n.c~cl $.'{;. the t11ou.gb:J; of d~a.th~. " o. i;i :B>.;.:t 
· lt~ ~s. llOll$ the: l.ess b~ave ·(; ¥ <t 4 
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im;&l;y• that O(rux~age.is good 11'1 it~H3JS ev~n t.hough :t·t is de<t>' 

pofid~~t on exte~~~L oirzyamstarioe$~ Fu~the~g~~~ he seems. ~n 
. ' 

im~ly i,ihet mo:!...,al vir·tue and happi~'l~sa ~1ay u:ot e~:ei:t.1 o;:t.e 

~tb,othe~" a!ld t:na·t mo:ral Vittuo :1.$ a:l; leas·b eq,ua~. ·to bJ;;;ppin(?sa. 

~aQ.:&":i.f'~.ct:\ t11emell·bs- of' ltappi~ess~ i.n·cli~di:n.g h.l.s li..feJ? in 

o.rd¢;.1.1 'tt'i d~ i·t'a.~t .i;S -~ .. o.1,il.G~ P~:s;hap$ --"chi?> shif-t. ~t:t! em.ph&,~i .. r;t 

should r.!qt be ('iV'eremphae:.tzsd"' .bu:~ ·bhrot.tghout ·~he Jt.~<J!i 

;r.-etl$t'!cs ~uc'b. e.s ·tb.t)sq c:l:~~d seem to- ~b:~dlea:~e tJl~·~ ·A..r.ift~{}tle 

and the J;?leasu;r~~ it e:n::f.',a.ils m<1st be S$~O~it1oed* . . . 

:tn pontr1ilst 'W ;ifh,e a1:d.£i'i ~.~ 1Sim.phaf,d;-s 1Jh!?:Cebit the ~'J.Oble 
" . 

•=> 

i:t a.oeolnpatties tho ~rl~tuous acti v'i:by a:b ~ ·~s o_Ol;l!)le·t,io:nl} .t:. ea 

:the' ox-ave ma:n.l,) fo:r:' e:rtrunpleffi li1sy se.o~iti~e f!.J~!l0diats ple~fln:t'e 

. "' th~ noble do :i.nvolv$ a.. h.:l.gher ·kind of pJ..easu:r$9 c:: :Pe:t.."he,ps 

~~JCI"~~-~>:f.t...-..~~t'd't~tr"~~..,r~,~~~~~_.t.i..~~C):;~~~tt~-">'~Wr 

1 . ·t;p),_4,Q 9 l5.-.l6~ 



. "'" ~ 

This :tts ·selen 1.f:aet~ b.~ sa,ysJ> tot." e~-taa1ple~ Hi':'o.e N~'ble ia ~ ~ ~ 

tha:~ ~rhi¢1.\ ·:tiS beth good. an.d. alt.~ pleasant bGOa.'US0 goOf,lt> nl 

ea.o~:tfioed~} ·the· vexoy f~et ·ohat t,he a&tJ.on Wf!ls good at :f~es\st 

m*es; :l:b :p:teas~nt.G H@~-veve:~J~ ·~hGse ~emaz.Js:s· dQ nQt seem :~o 

e~;pleit,~. a"ffay oomyle1;ol;r :thli!l sl~if·b· !h! f>mpho.sis th~t-17$-S ttcyt'$d~ 

1\.l"ir.rto·tle doer3 s.eem to ·ifiet.; mo~al vi~t"-~t'!.e fM3 a· good il?. 1·~selt' 

and es a final ~nd~ ~e b~~V$ man~ for ex~ple~ ~vill ~ot . . 

gain h:tghQ~ pl¢asur~ &~~ happines~ if h~ lqses bis lite fo~ ... 

goofls~ 1Ju.·b are det~cie:o:t 111. h:l.gher inuaJJ g;aal:l .. -ties~ a:r& n.rrt 

n-s J.1appy~ aoeord:lng .·to .Ar:tstotle~ ·as iibos$ "?ft1!J :p·ossass ex.-.. 

·te:r-.o.al gcoaa in a mmle~~"ate e.mo,xut;. b'r.:rt hE"r.Ye highly.eul"til!l;il'"tcd · 
'A 

~inds and oharacters~~ 

4.0 



....... 

cha.racte~" and s:ln\';e e. m<:~l"~l state of ella:ractel,. in its~li' 

seems to be v-aluable in A.risto·tle 0e op"in:to:u~ the de·~relo:pm.e:at 

m® s.:ud no·~ some othe~-:' animal; sov t.(Hln 11.e must b.e.ve a oereo~ 

ta1n oharaota:;:- both Gx body and soul"' nl :tn other- 1·rords {1 

peo:pl.e a;re adapted by na:ijure :tor the d(tvelopme~:i; of virtue 4 
2 

A!':lstotle m.~ral vi:t·tue is (.hnrelop~d mostly ~~;nrough the fore#> 

mation ot p:>.:·oper hab~·tel) while intellecrtual. virtue o-vr~s :l:ts 
" 

b~x-·tb. and grcmth tt!o.iuly to for:r.u'i}.l eduoa:biou.) ;&;s o·ther 

~oqu:l.x·e the virtue e£ j"t.1.S'tice" for exSl.tl.plec by <1o:t1.1g just 

&,(rl;so · A.gai.np people beeome ·temperate by ebstain.i:n.~ from 

ce:;:~tain bodiJ .. y ple3.sures &ndJI in geltera:t.{l by pax-t~l;.::l.ng in 

. t,he ~iglrt; pleasures in tlle right propo:r·tioll .. 
/ 

. 
.(.ual<ly :<>e~·mnble vi:r;im.ou.s ac·hs and r.uts done i'ron a ·vi:r·in.H>us 

do-ing just~ ac"~s and yet not r~lrendy be just wh;::n these act,s 



"~-. 

a)7e i.\il'S"!i perfot'1nod 4 The difference may be explai.ned ~t ·the 

a'b.s€iJ.'lc.e ·o:.r :presence o:f' ·bhzoee cond.1 tions.. !£ :the .agent is 

... ~.e .a.otg ijh:t><H:tgh cn.o!oe aua rr111 choose ·tllem .:toJ? th.e~.:t"" otm . 

. Lilak~i3 ~ and ·t;hiz·d-ir h:ts. .;actiGns will. proceed i'rom a J,)ermanen.t 

<lispos:t:t.-lonp 1 

t4alty ()£ ·~ne infl1.4encet:s upon th:! deve:lopme:!::IL o£ habits 

.. and s:ts,tes o:f oha.r.aote-:r ha""J"e bef:ln .me:oJ~ionedo Depending on 

the ld .. nJ.l of in,i'lu¢no~s invol<ttad P 01te· w·lll deirfJlOJ! habi ·ts 

wh~.eh are vir~uous or vicd.ous" Sin.e:e ch:.i.ld~~m. i:m.i tate 

thos~ 11.row:u1 them~ th~ young should 1i'~t be e:z;posed tq shame= 

fv..l 1<~.0:(lds or a(Y~~~ous 1mich will only eltt;owcaga .. il:htem .. c<> a.e ... 

1r~l.op shameful hrt b1 ts ~ 2 Go:nera~ly !I -oh.ild:r.en .sll.oul d be 1~ep ·a 
.st:ti'O.~ge).."S to all that iS ba!lu ·Like"r.t.se$1 by b~i.z~g 1n goQd . . 
ocnilpa.Yly 11 ·they 1rl.l.l t¢nd to .tol'm good hab.its~3 

- . 
!l!he d9Vi;~iOpment of. the body i"' r·:-ior to t;hc inife1lep'!lt~. the 

i~atiOilal "GO th-e. :ra.t~ .. ona;l o 
11.t13.'lgar and. ~r.1shiug and desire 

-
•1t~~~m>~~~kt:::~=-~~.bolf~n~~~~·f~4'~~ ... ~.4>~ 

'li''h-.'}1 b. 11:05a 28 ... 34 2-nol~ vf-1 A 7~ r?,?\6b c:;..,.7~ ::.,~~~o £) .. fJ ~ooSi» ~ E -~ ~ -~~-- 0o1: "' _...,~ ,_, .,. 

31ifi.G Eth R{/· :t~ ... 9· !J?'I)a. 11.,,..12{1 
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fQ.t'at! although m.o:r·a:t habits do no·G dope;,:~d m.airu.y on formal 

ach:()Olil<J..s t?or "c-heix d.evelopme:a.t~ i:q. rt:o · ~~s.x• as ~~ney (t¢p 

eduaatiox!.. shotlld be· aimed ~·1:t ·i;hei~ d.G'V"'elo-p!ilen:t he:fo:r$ t.hat 

o:f: ·the :lntellectv.u vt:r"tUI$6 Q l The p:toy.~:¢" -odu.c~·tian :tor 

th~ aevel~:pm0nt :Qf mo3:•al vl:r.tt1es r~.~y i:o..~1l~.d-e~ £.ot' e~m:g1tett 

gytrtlleat:tc ex!::t"oise$ 1-rhich <1~-v~lop i!:H:irU:C~e;o~ and :rhythm. end 

mel .. ody :l:u ·music uhioh ~.ucau:rage geu.:tJ.e~eesi.'- cou;t".ago~ and 
·r.. 

t~mpe.l:~rulo~r.o:; S.!uce the soul ts the gh..\r~l e:v .. d o.f the boQ.;t.tt 

®.d · ·uh.~ vi:~:·-ol:Les o.f tl:~.e intellective pa~"'ti th~ h:tghost·q "'~JJ.te. · 

qs.re. o-'3' ..4 ·t..'he appetite should p{~ u.?o~ 
- <1i ·tue s~,k~ o£ ~t:'easonr~ qu.:r 

O"$.re of ·b}.'}t.ii 
-~v lJOd:y' to:v th~ r&ake o.t ~-ht1> l:~ r s.ot.Uo tt'~~ .Af'te:r -the 

.r.aorel v:t~·tues$- the ;l.:n .. ·tellec·~ual v1~·tu0t~ shqulri bo developed 

th~ou&~ ~ prgg~am of formal teacnin~~5 Finally~ as wes 

·at~eady o~l~ined in the fi~st chaptGr~ t~¢ q~~ality o£.t~~ 

edu..c~tiot1J '1il.:t depend .. on the la:rtrs o£ ·the soc:t$t~r lfhioh oou"" 

trol 'i:!he eduo~.i;,.,..qnal a;:rstem.Q 

. 
att$a:pt "co satisfy OJ;."' at"t<ain pleasut>e o.r ·w:ne:-a. ·tney tx·y ta 

i • ~ r.::: v J •. c, .£.:.) .. 



.. 
~net;: t'J.;... ~~he~etore ~ a oht"ld ahou,lc1 b¢ d.isoou:t'~g<:.H1 !~om ·32'~ ... 

,peGdsing ·.e.~:r~a wh~f.~h f.r~t:empt to attaiJ:t irrwrope~ 1)loa.au:s:orh ;t? 

. ' 

pl0as~~e is app~ehended ea ~~ appa~~nt good~ but he doee 

nat go. so ta:c as ·to· t~old. $:1 .... ~~:.e~ ths:t. crrrer:y :p1et:Ll:lu:t>e> ~~a a 

r-~l g¢fJd o:r tlla:b all pleaeuz~es aile equal go~?ds.Q tm.e should 

be. ~~ug~t to enjoy only the propo~ plea$u~ee and to h~te 

I : 



... : 

.. 
<' . ' 

a:otirt tYp. each. b.~s & proper pleaaV.l?f$q. ?:llle pl:~a.su:t>$ .. Ghat 

a.ooompa.:nies ·the f.l;ot1;vi ty of ·bhe ha.pp~ mal'!~ ·the nr.an. -v:rho is 

£u1£illiug hie p~opor f\~~otion~ will be the· pleas~~e. p~o~er 

'tid ~u?;~lul lihis t-lill be the pleastr!..~e ·wn:!J~ch f..l,oQorupa1i:\es the 

mo:r:•al and ~.:ute1J.eo·~ual i.d.t"·t't1eS ~ es.peoialiy Jme viX~tua o:f 

philost1p!d.o t-tl$dom~ 'lbtts a. tho _goo& me-n f:l.!lds pleasu3~e· in 

goad deeds~. ·thf':H~e be;l.n.g: man~s -p:t;•()pe~" p~Least:t;cos~2 :t:a. fQ.O ... ,t~ 

l,'lJ~ed only see w}f.ioh. ·ijha. hes·n 11lan nioks" nThe ~leasu:.t!.'~ Qf 

·rJ.:le bq:st man ia the bests. a.nd s1n:~inga f:com the noblest 

r::;!o'U:roes (! u:? 

. . 
p~ope~ m~s~~ neithG~ does he conderdn eppetits in itselt~ 

~:he appe·hi:t$ ~~:ill~ p;oble o'bjeots , ... s l)~"n1.$Gt¥'03."'i;,hy $ the appet:t·be 

for Pa.se ob.joets ou1,.:p_a.bl.e, 4 1fur,m pe)opl·$ ·d.esi:e¢ in ac"" 

OOjZ'd~ce w.t:th :eeasott}.j a:pperbittJ~ is good beo.at.isO- ml-.ud ·is ·al<.? 

1-m,ys p~ght~ btrt app~ti te in , .. tself Jtf$;y er:ro 5 ll.:ri.sto·tte 

se~mc:~ "hri ohP.:nge ~b!t'"e.s vievr t!'t.@:t min4' is al'iotays x-ight ag: will 

1"'1ac sth RC! 1 !l sd 11''f5b ~9<~:~30Q 
5;oa l.a;~ So ii!<> 10., 4·3'78. 26<) 



..... 

From the above 011{:) can see that -virtue rrra.y be defined 

as tho kind of excellence wh.ich does what is basti 11w:t th · 

regat'd to pleasure and pains P and vice· does t...ne co~·i;:r.ary <) 
112 

Virtue has been. described a.s plee.surs,ble in i t;self and t.he 

sort of pleasure one should be educated to cl1ooseo Howeveru 

seemingly in contradiction to his view that virtue y-'.i.eldG 

the greatest ·L)leasures n A.risto·tle s:ta.tes: 
~ ' 

Moral excellence is corJ.cerned wi:tb. pleasures ano. pa:i.ns; 
i't is on account of' ·the pleasures ths.t. 1-re do· bad ·th5.ngs 11 

and ou. accot.mt of' the pain tha·t 'tie abstain from noble 
ones"~ 

another con text o Tha.t is~ maybe he nwans that ·i;he virtuous 

person ·will of"'liel1. endure 'present pain and fo3:~sake immedia:te 

Virtue and Vice Voluntary 

stresses that :peoule are ;t>esuonsi hle .fo:.:."' b0:lng vil"tv.ou.s or .._ ~ I 

I 

evilo 11lirstll .A.ris·t;ot.le says JGh1:1.t 11 by choosi~g 1-1hat is goo·d 

""r~ b"',;:) '~'·>::) 8,'?:•-:J. me·· o-'-' a C"' • ., •.• ..,1•Y> C'1"'.;,.,r.~,..,...,., 114 v o.\.~ ,, - ..!.-..., ./J. J. v.f. t;o,_...._ l • ". ~ .... llvJ~- ll o :. o Secon.dlyll 

AriErt;otle bla.mes o:r praises people in accordance -vli th the 

ty-pes of characJce:l.:' ·they become., Third 11 Aristotle holds tna·t; 

46 
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no:r~.l actions are: d:ts·ti:t:tr:;uished t:rom othe:t~s ps:x:··t;ly by being 

-~HY.O.{; from the .rlgb:t :purpo-s~ or mot::t. ve "1 There:I:'o.rc, moral 

actd,.O;'O.,S U:t'O- j.uten·tlonally goodo.2 
ry;h'LlS, Vl~tue and \rice are 

of ol;toosi.ng ·t~'lo :plea.stJ..res one ought and a.void1.ng the pai11,s 

a.crt:":.n~ virtuously 011. th.e other, :ts the a.bse"l."loe of :~eason and 

ucooxding to h:ts e.ppeti ·tes alone1t one may be Etaid . to be a 

slave t.o h:ts pa.Bsionf3o Ho1-r·sve:r; r;hen o:ne d-al~.berates a-ad 

choos~s in each st "tiua timt i:n accorc1ance 1-rl th rv.:tional w"lsh 

ot' '\i:i.:rtues 6n.e is aot.:tng in a rray -rrhich .. A:r:tstotle would 

1rh~.ch reason a.pprehen.ds as good i:u~teacl ol au .:Unined:l.ate 

~.s found 1-1'~1.. thin. the :t"'ea.lm of 'hilat Play be called free choioa 

: 



... 

Since children a:re not crtpable of :t ... easonJ.ng~ uei the;c w-lll 

soning td t'h a view ·to Cl.l1 end r; Wr1en re~son and_ desire a.z:·e 

oo::nbinec1 :!.n ~the oho:i.o"e of an end t~ the ·~ctlm.t is virtuous., 1 

i 
I 

good~ o:r ·to s t:1 te :: t in ano tho!.' -..ray 'J it may be a posi ti vc s1r:il., 

48 
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iJo call t1:w to:r-;ae~~ \--ix•·m-.to 



... 

ignQ:t"ilnoe v;h:1.o!1 A:ri s·totle dt:9e$ b~li ~ve i~ 1n:vo1u.nta~y P the 

type ot' ao·t done thro-ugh ignot>a~we o;f particr1.u~:a$ c J.\f:J -vr.as 

ex-pltl;il?.ed befq:&~eil .(},.;ril;ltotl-e l:wlds tht.:r'v P$0Ele a;c-e :resp~:usi"" 

ble for knord:ng t·;rlta:t is th~ 4'€!~,.. good :tn the uni 1te1:'aa).., 

$ense~ J;:ip-~ o:~tample.s; one should k.uQv1 thtt·r:t ol1e· ought not; to 

k1~l, a:?.:~.othe~ person £(.11 .. l~<:1 good l"eusct.h ~tel:'e:Ro:re~ ig.ltO"-' ~ 

&'s.nce c:Jf ·t;.11;$ lat-r is no axct::.ae tozo ~r!"Qltg <161flg according ;te 

s·&an.oes of tho ac:t att~t the o'b;Jee;rts tr.t t!~ which l t is C(:)tl<~ 

ce:!:'!ied t-T(.}t:tld exouse oii~ f.t'cm l>lameo.:.t A l'H~l"so:o. may he igno"'~· 
\ 

:t.?$i11t of ~tha pax•ti-cu:~a:rs 1.n ~ny ·~rays~;~. 0-.a~ ma;r b~ ignorG:,n"'~ 

:t&OJ.rt euruaeeia) p of -v:rl1J3:t he :ts doing-~>' ·~o vib.om o~ t>ri th what he 

is d.o1ng .it~p- e-ttd o:t the :t-asu.l t his eo·tion will cause11 2. For 

: to ·chis typ$ of iguo:rs..uee L"lvolve !"~ain a1:1.d :cc-1I.tfl:o;hance ·~o 

>the agen"IJ \·ib.en hs learns ·che :t:uJ.l c.le·~ails o£ ·tha si tua:'cion,.,:; 

50. 



~(r.ot?tilti.U,Q~ 11; t~ e ·t"~~;tJ!li~lt s·tmlda~d~ ·a. ~~;;:ti!i®$-l pr4n~1pl.~­

w~ -~J..!e.Ji. t·Jh.toh :f..s dertt:J;rJtrP.:ned by p:t?ao"l.iieal trJ.ad?mt~ 

· Xt :t~ n.Gccss~~l'Y 1-rl th ~regard t<.' the et:-Yt$ Qt the 
soul fl ri ~ -~h~t 1 t sltould. b~ d~te:t1.!'1itlet1 ·~~b;a·u :ts ·tte 
~J.eht ru!r.:1 ~'A<l l~ttvb ~,s th~ s·iHa.llda~:d "bha.·h :ei-x$s i:t¢1 

JJ! th~. unde:!2s·tautting t-::h1ch ¢tl~{.blas m.~P. to mali:e wise deci'<'lr 

sions t~ouc\1:rning ·til~ re:tat:to~ o£· the dii'fel"-eu"l.i pleastu'e$ 

. ..,.. 
WhiOh ·potJ.d'l.lCB iJ.O t.hB goo.d 1-J . .fe"J l)el5..1/E~~s;(;;ll).g 1-Tell~. itt 

. . h. 
tt.w.u~ ~k£.rirv:Lves u oe:-cta.in oo:J:~¢ctilcs;;; of tlrl.JJ.k:l::tg~ · This 

11Q!,io~ vi~ :ta ll3ob 32Q;>l.t-o. 

21-'h,..,.l> :~ Ci •. -:;.r-:6b >) 17:<-r-.·"l 
of .. [.G..:,"-.? ~() .u a ~ Q ..>....,v ..t.;;; .C..G e-

S.i 



. 
e-~tcell.$4¢$. ot deli.be~e:~,:Lon ;b.litol'\J'os ·~h:f.ru~~-ltl) tt;r ue,?i1:J~:t·9-i;ii~g 

o~~~:re-(rb.l;~r to: ~:ttain on~~ s end 4 !J.f>~;cive:c ~ i ·t'f nlso in'if0-4-'Itir.S. 

.~'Lv't enough. ·to- si·t-l~e:\i£.1 ·tin~ r~.~tt ~nd ·h.t the ~J.'f$l.'1g m~tti.tS\'0 

AviJ?to·~l.e s~y·s t.h~t ~ti;t~i:n..ine; n gq~t.'t ~td by a f!lliZ1e- sy:!J .. !l·"-

. i~rit c1eli be%'~-aittl.1 it oue. Jias dr:)li 'b~~,~·teit ·boo. 1o.m,g $.V~~l 
')1-;(~~r\ ~f--1·~54. ~ · ~ ~ . • ~ . ~ 

·th<.m.gh th;t;!, :d.g,.lt"l.l e'4.d ie ati;a~.n~d ~ :> ~:he ;p:~·o11~r ert.dp: me®g -~ 

, .~J::t¢t ~~ioturh or time mt{z~1t be p:~·;'•es~~zrt '.ll ·the d.0l,1b~~:'$..tion ~~nit1h 
i·~ ·~~· .. ~· . . 

" ~~en the p~o~ess of c~lov~~tion ~~ delib~~atio~ wa~ 

it.l~sdom. 1.s conc.c:r:~ed. itt th potili. v.:n,,v~l?aal. o.ud. p~l""t~.cutal" 
I 

' 

:pt.emises /:: I:tow~ve.~-~ ago...\n A.r:tsto~t:te :saji'B. t11~~9 it is morre 

l-b-1 /1 . 
:b~~~~~:C>~ 17 ... 22' 21''!:-1 "l 

.;~~s~l'~ 2?..-.. ~::5 ... 

3r.bic1<> <j 
~~"~'til 11 7~ llLJ.l b JA ... l61> 4 ·r:bid _ ... ·"1 

~~~ 7~ 1:1.ltlb :J . .tt-· ... 16~ 



t·~.~t!.I:.ng V'n ~tam~:lt C ,.s. ht:.~l ~thftll9 ·· HO'ti\~V·a~c ~ he may no it ~@<1t~g<1>· 

nize th<:~:t a p~~t:tottla.:r l~"tnd o£· tooU. 1S: ix1l.11~.tdefi "~.thit't the 

·CJ~G.S.t:.1 ¢i 1':t·h~miJ:J. t1 t<:Lodlf ·Ov. the ~rbher han.c't~ th.e jiBJ:~so:u. ·tlw.t 

~l;}t<Js •th~t .ce~·t;:J~~ll tood 1$ liea1thi'ttl, 1:ru.t d.oe.s no·t. lta.t;:t1· tl'3,sd1 

~h.a r;l~.es of 'V""itamlu 0 food ~t tvl·d.ch. 53.1 is a p~'ta"t i$ heal.'bh.,.; 

:f:ttl.~ :t~ ~.u ~, be·tte;t> p.o~,,.:~~Q41 to ~·tta.in b.e~lth tha-1.1. tha f~~::rh 

l~.c\jo~~~ng ·to li.:i.4 is·totl.e in pvac·Git1{il.:t: ~dadcnn t 1} is ~lt"'\ 

·t~~~$/p;l~Ve ·.~ea'$.Qn ~u~i<lh H,g~es,pa th$ la~r~ ? .. !let vaz.'ia.'ble falrt~ 

1.9$-eo. th~mi~o.:&"p~i;>~11l!~~if·u1 ... t:tll"ai'e~en~e to th,:l.sp Ross e.:x:.-. 

pl~.±n$; · HA~ ... S~~iot1e x-~oogz0.~t?S a seoond.a..ry ao~t o.f J.):t:·ao-'t!i:cal. 

tdsdont 'trh~-c;h 1olo1¥s. ·the right ·pn:tng to- do wl thout a:t'z-iv!ng 
.,. 

a:~ ,i:t r,y t:?. :gt'oces·~ of delibe~&~:te ftl.1lalY$i.$ 

.... 
to:¢uw,l a·tut1Y-t . The .lt.G.QWl~d.ga. et~ paj?ticn::u .. a!ls Ofl!li.es ·th:t..o1s.gu 

' . 
G':is.'"!:)e-Jjie_'ilqell s;a.c\ t}J,U$." the- yo.m:1g m&.n 1:~t'"th ;'U.:lr'vl$ · expe::d,..el'l~.e 

¢¢.~~ n.t1t usttall.y possess pJ.>a.<rt.ioai wlf;H~1om~3 

!:n;: his discus!$1~~n <tf p:taer&it:':$rl rr.li3~1om.~ .. 4;d,stotle qttas"" 

~e:tqns 1 te. t'!setu1nesf:L. . !.t h~s be~tt ~xplSt!t.~ti~tl ·tha·t lmm·Ji~g 
I 

rmat ·;.ts good· doo:s ·n9t- alt-rays cause 'one. to do .. gooc'L, Onl;r a· 

·v:t~ttt<.m.a etate of oha:vat.rt.-e~ can e~ :;u:J:>e tha~t one w"'ill ec·~ 

53 
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\l"i.~c:t1.tcm.s ~ 'ot.Y~ ra;bh0~ c(lu.J.d i~u.i ts-t~ th€\ ad·~ions of ·those who 

. do havG it., 1 .&ristotle ~ :~ flnSW$X' -'vo justify tha u:sefulnesa 

to be fit t lc:&.S't l)~'l.l';"G tl£ the OB.lCV.la.tiO.U 1J-~('00CSB of \l'J.:r."tt~Ot7.6 

¢hoic~~ 
" 

"tihe :cicut rt1lc 11hich praotice .. l t.>inclom 'dot;,ex'lnines :1 one w;lll 
' . Lt 

al1·rays choos~ v:t:-ctv.ously., ~" The very existence of virtue 

8-10~ 



. J:ott.:;th <.ffiy ot ju~t5.f;ytng tho us0~?i.iliter.H:: of :p3.'2.6'hical w-ledom 

iS. to e~laiu th~t :r. t. ena.blos the e:id.stottOQ pt o.ll ·the 1r:1.:r.---.,. 

. 
choice but ra~ne~ oleve1~essb 

. . 
bat ere 9.t1eselt ~ aud it me.y e~it=.d:; il1. au i.mmo:ral pe:c·son who 

]lam thG talelJ!.~ fox• :.:1.chlev.tug h1H e".-13. goalS·t lm:t praot1 ~P1. 

w:tsclom -rrl11 e:z::l.st only i11. a moral perso:a."'2 

. . 
bcr::o;;1e vil?"'Liue ;~:n the s·trio·h sense .. the ·oresenc0 .of nr~.cti<l.\ 

~ ~ ~ 



... 

· h~M> said that l~no~fledge i ts~l.f \~'lll l~ot; ne(H~i:H:5t~.~(.·:t1JT lead. 

·:~O: lt.IO:l-1$J .. a-cts tU:lless. mo:rat h~hl"'11s h.€1.-ve ~lao 1'e~n :i~ngta1.ned 

:Ln onettS. persona1:tty4 i>es."ht-:Ws l!~i~:rht·rtle mea~t-:l ·t;.h.?ti;- ·th~ 

1Q1rlrriedge o£ the .rigb.t ~~d$" alone ·~ll not lead ... tr; \ti.:r·f;;v..(rtJU:i 

ac·bs hwh t.J::ta·i;! one mus-<t1 a-lso by l1.atxt t be d:'i.$J!OSed ·ttJ'{i'al"d 

" -t~:ar..:btg :tol" these ends(f. Once onf;\ 1,s· ~n the hab.l:t !lf t'Jish.i~g 

ftJJ: tt.~.e t'igh:ii e:~.ldS!! pe:Jth~,J?S ·~hen ~ .. n es.ch ·:!'M~1if a:t:tuat;ton. 

·t:. .. a.nw!ating; ·tha wish :1.nto &c't;to:o. cya11s tp.~ a ~01-Pe of p;ra~ct> 

. 
tical wisdom~ If th~ p~eceding 1$ th$. oo~~eet way to vl~w 



-eud 4 :t·t aims a/~ tho mean ti.'hioh l!..s dete:t~r~!!'!ed bif the ;t;~gb:'o 

:CUlt? !Ut Stooordatlce vJi th p~·f.!.o·l:iio:sl trlsdom11 t-ihat ~cuis J;ight 

l;11~le 1s:o. 11.~$...atotl{;1 bi?.f; llOt $-uffiQiezl.tly c:;t;pi?:ln~d in l1.is 

C.i~H')Us~ion of ;Q!'t"~<r·~ioa.l ~iflst1om& 1J:he &.a:~·tie-Z> !l.a$' bGar~. ehown 

onty to do.fJ,l w"i th the ~sm~· me:tter~ es oh{};/.co in tlelibe:t~ti~g 

tve:!.l* xrur·tb.ermo~e:i ·the pal:'"'\i1,<m.la~s··~~:11:iJh W'niab. p:r-eo·M.oal 

til$d.om ~.s esp~Qiall;r Ci'.m.oe.l'ned a~~ g:oae:rted by :l.ni;ui·bi:lfe 7£"ea.r.~ 
~ 

ao11 · th:t•ough expe:t"ie~:v:-:~~ '1.1}J.is do¢s ~ot )J.el:p th<;; :pe:csen t-n:to 

l>tJ;sJ:ws to :Lea:r:tl hot:r to d.evelo!) a V:l:t<t~1..1.outl s·t~:t;e f:l:f 

by ~uitiveting the ~PP~9P~1ate inne.~ quslitie~o 

. 
·ktqn pf 'V-:il'tu~ i'laS showa ·to 'be :;_n, bt-.si.c $.g~e$m~v .. t \'d. 'i1h 

... .. -·: .-4. 

. . 
Qal dGSc:;:.:'iptio:a. of' beh~'l.:\d.o:t'p ma.:a.j ;J..1~olte crthe;r; G}~:l~aalsf t~·a.a 

' ·. 

:b.l 
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sa :r.ar tr•S Arl.etot,,.t1l -v~i<.~vrs man as de\te,.op:J,ng to<rxat.'d a p;!:"e.,. 

d.eto~1~1in0~ fo:timula. 1-d:d~ch is to· be re ... Q10ntlJ.t~· f:.'¢'1: ,this "is 

man ~1S" tf.'o~.ml} 't.b.$ one q'Uali ty t-if'J.i¢b. di;st:tngu1shaiti .ma::'(l from the 

~"~$::!? an:l.l\la:(.s (. :tt 1w,s e:b."Pl~:J.ned ~.n ·t:bla OJ'J.e!?·te~ -'tihs,:it siitOG 

1n~t1. is a :J;.'"~tiPllal U.:.<'l"ln.lal.p: his ~~oell~.no~ o~ ·vi~tt"\O ~.s 'fti't~ld. 

!tn his a<:rh:i,n.g :in ecoo:inlan<::~ 1r1tl:l. ;t;$~So:ue. W11e!i. man ~s e..tYt:i_..r,.g 

·i~hus, he is t~i.f::J.J.lS..ng k~1s poteu·tiQ.U ~~#"' O.l' l?'L'tnOi!i-On as a~ . . . 

anilm;~:t ruhqse end ;ta ·~c. be :t?~t1o:n.al-o E$xle~ef ~·itien r.1~J;i is 
~a'~ional fi: ~e a:u~tingv.is1'~€Ha hit'l~(;l:~.t" f~cn4 ·!;r'l:'ll.1 o·{~he» ~n~sna1a 

b;y ·oh~oaing p:t..easv.:a~ Mel p~.1n in a.~co~fl.as:toe ~ .. :t t!t :t"easol1.v 

s:blce ifb.e ;.ra.l.ue. o:t pleast:1.wes and painr.~ :1~1 de$5.:v·ed.. t':f!i!U . 

·~he a.('rtiv:t·~ies they- ~~ooomp?ff,ny 11 man 11Jill g$.!'!.~ ·tha hig.ll~st 

Vlt%1.St~~t;1s i~ doing the b~a.t e.o·t:t'v---.l·M.,.t1$ <> Tlle$G e.l'~e £01; rtta1l 

tht;J· :aot~ v.tti~s for wh:J..ch he :ta adap·tsd by natul"¢e Tl'l:'la 

lne&tn.s .. ~hat man. 'il s lligll.est plea~~l!'e$ t·r.LJ.l co.rne ft>Om. tri:!ttttoltS 

acrtivi·tiee ~ftJ.ioh involve th.e developm.eni1 e.nd uso <:Ji: ~ea.son 

2.u 'tho app.eti ti ve $~11.4 iilt;ell$Cti.ml J/BJ.,...~s of the sr>t1l<~ Whfrl 

58 



Vi;rtue~ ~n1ich ~n:ta;tls triob. and. choice_~, involves uimi.ng at 

t:h~ ~igl:~:t; m:J.cl anc1 d~11;.be:t."a1~ing ¢C.(\"~41e<'rbly abo~it ·bhe raeauf3 

tQ th®. -en€.19 v1a:o. seems most i':"ee wb.tJn he i.a ::ra·hio:£tsl and 

·c.hoos~s to ~·t7ason :ca·tih~:t;- th~ l:th(;):n 1:!~ i0 $. s:ta.\l'e iio. pa.s~i~n.o· 

nltally i1 p~aQ·t.ioal~ tdSdGrA Be(ftnS -'Gt) b~ '(;he e~f)O~lent:e Of .·d&11" 

li be:~e:tio:o. or choioe. ra-hich is itJ.11'ol:~ed wh<=:n v.:t1'·t't?.e a-ims at 
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although instances of ~n:~ongdoing 11.a\re be¢1~. suggEietetlv. the$'e 

.has beE)n :n9 e:;cpl1ci t formu.lat94on o£ Ar~.s·~o·tle 11 s d~fini ·~ion 

ot :tmmora.li:tiyo ~he pl<'~esen:ii cb.apter will l'e de:v·o:l;ed to this 

oa~ses~ 2he dieousai~n of immo~ality will be int~oduced 

by :r.evie·\·Ji:a.g some of t.n~ oentxoal po:ln·t~ mad$ abou·~ uum21J.t 

· uatu:l?e a~1d vi:i?tueo From these points s;,:;m.e g~ne:ral notiona 

about :~r.rongdoiilg will be pl"'$SfXt.'l.ted() ~h.-en ·i;he~:·a X<rill be a 

closer exemJ.na"h:tov. of some of the speoifiq aspe~ta of 

v~ongdoiug~ especially the distinotion between inco~ti~ 

·nence and int~mperanceo. ~~is chapter will-al~o involve a 

crl.tioal evalv.a·tion of lw:'istot:tefs ethi.cs ·and psycholuG..,·.) 

Some General Aspects of W~ongdotng 
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velopmen t and. perfec·jj;ton of' ·bheao: :natu.re.J. il htJ.JJUtn oap[tC:!/vi es; 

the~o!ore~ the v1~tues are exoelleno~s of the ~ational pa~t 

o:f: ·~he sc.rul'!l. Thl.s s.ugg~a·~s that '\rl.oe wi.J~l be the ~l'.rr1ar-ting 

ot the d$V~lopment and ve~feotion of reQSO~Q F~rthc~mo~eP. 

attainment oi th~ b~st pl~a~u~es ~d the avoid8~tc~ of t4~ 

~4'~per pfi:lJtati t:t v:t.:r:tuo.us l'l$.'b:1·~s a.:;-::e deveJ.0;-;;H.::r:1 ·tht·ough ·the 

z->eyeitl.i.iiOll o:t td .. l~tuous a(r'4io:neg a vi:r·htoU$ state of oharac"". 

c:cavingg im!lil)l,'Jal b¢hatt"J:o:t> m.1.ts·~ dis:~:·ega:t.~d _reason ~nd. Ge:ter to 

the l~hims Qf 'the appe'ti·te and, to the satis~t'l?.crhion of base 

pai:tJ.a. of th~ a.ppe·t:t"'~e the mean ~s ·~he ·v·i~·tue$ indttl.giug- in 

~1ther BXtr~me ~~11 lead to vioe~ 

iiEWl..P~J\~<!·'"~S:l,:ace vi:r.tv..ous ao·hions and 

a ir1.:t .. ·tuous d1spos1:tion, a~e vo1matal~Y 1 i·b would aeerr1 ths.t 

P-ngel ... OJ.:., dl"'..mltei'.lltees is bla:m.E>J$.bl~ anc1 :thus :ts vo1:v..nto.:ry 4\ 

According to .a.z·is·~otle ignorance of ·f.he law~ the un1;trersal~ 

also is blameable because one ~~s z>esponsi ble for hi.s state - . 
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of mind and the e,pp$a:t-a.uces t-71. th:b~ .i/Gs; J. A.ge,inp the only 

type o£ wrongdoing that may be axeused.as involv~1tary and 

not; inYolving an :lrmno:ra.l state of ohe.:r.aw·t<1r o£ tlle agent 
/ 

himself is an act done through igno~anoe ot one o~ more of 

tho pa~ti~:m.la:i:"' faots p£ the s1 tuation(l 2 

~~f~~~q~~Aots do~e through passion~ 
' 

such as those done through strong des1~esb dx~~kenness~ or 

rage .ll aJ:•e pro ba bl;r commit ·ted £ol':' the sake of pl~asure"' ·the 

.,.. 
tlte highe:r type of ·the intelleot~Y-' Ho-vrever 0 it :1.s not ol,eax~ 

Ttihy someone lrould pu.x-posi 'ttely- ohoos~ o, ~iorse pleasu!'e and a 

i.~$Sel ... degx>r::e at happiness ove:¥.1 a b.:tghe:r:- pleagn:ti'$t~ es]!e«< 

~~ally if. as A:risto'ltle upholds D all people $.ira for ·6hei.:r 

.. :t:tnal goodn which is happinesso SinGe ohoioa ;anvolves ·~he 

. . 
involve behavior it\ \':rh:teh appeti tc has av:th.ori "'cy over :rea~ 

aons it would seem that these· acts are in fact uoi chosen~ 

.A.ristotle 'i'rcru.lc1 agl'eo that they &.1'6 ntrt chosen a 
4· :Cf these 

acts of passion a:re no·t ohoseno al~though they may be ccm .. "" 

sidel•ed tmdes~.l:"ablG or. badt- i:t may be qu.es-'Gioned 'V'ihether 

1 b 
""'])Jic; E·th R~> 111 <> J.() 1110 27e3l~; l.'Rtao ~t 12-ll~ .. 
2~:~ t1- 11110. 1 .... 2" 
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;},:ris·totle says that such ac:be· of passion. are volv.u ... 

to.r~v Sl but by 1\tolUll taryh he means only. that; these act:s s·tem 

from this age:a:f: rather tha11 .from ~other sov.rcea1 The acts 

of' passion are caused by irra tionaJ. desires ra:tr.wr ·than de"~-~ 

liber.a:'v.e decision or externsJ ... torceso- Volv.n·t;a.ty acts 1-rhioh 

are no"G ch¢sen do not seem to be ~li thin one ~·s delibera:b$ 

oon·trol as are acts done through oh,oj. ce ~ There.fore ~ the 

volv.ntaryj\ u.n.ohosen. ac·ts of oh:lld:ren. e..n<:l adul·ts do not~ seem 

blameable or prai.seS}.ble :f.n qu;vte ·the same way as chosen . 

acts o Aga1.no it may be ques·tioned ~1hether fihe:se immoral 

ac:ts of passion even though n.volU...11.ta:ry 11 can be blamed since 

they ar0 l'i.()t done ·through choice~ . 
:Perhaps Aristotle's po:tn·t is thu/.; acts which iuvoJ.ve 

choice ~.nd heno:e wish are virtuou.s a.n4 tha:t one can be 

blamed for not; developing habits of choice o Eo1·1ever~ ohil.;, 
. 

drenp whose reason is no·t; yet developed.~ do no·t; ac'l.> from 
. ' . 

choice !I and v<:r.cy often people· develop i'Z>om childhood·g clue 

·bo cul tura.l and other influences a hab:t ts v:r:hich ar~ rto·t; in 

and hence virtuo1.rs dispositions" In. ot;b..er words~ :t t l'iOUld 

seem that such poople ca:u not be blamed for n.oti having 

lt,het~ io 10., l368b 33 ... 35; Nic Bth ·R~ ~5.i ~ 2 .. 1111 b 
7~9; 16 lCo l3C7~ l~4o 
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o:-c opportv.;~ity -to d~nr_elop tl Only ... c:t ;)se people who have de .... 

vel¢ped h.e,b1 ts of ehoioe seem respons:t ble :for thi9ir b$havio:ro 

1ri:ually;9 on.oe hab:tts of choice are fo:r•rai3dp i·t seems un1~.1tely 

that o:o.o wotlld act. aga~,nst -'chem i±\ e.s .i~.z-isto"'Gle believ~s ~ 

I~'Iaybe th~ lfG:Caon 'Nho 0041..'Ui"bs undesirable acts is re~ 

s:ponsi 1:,1~ for his behs:v-ioz- becs:o.se he o~c·lg:l:nall;r chooses to 
.. 

lead a 1i:I:e dedioe,1;0d ·to satisfying tho appe·ti te rathez- than 

. 
plaoeo Ho1-Ye.vorjl why a pe:t'son _t-Tould pul~l)Osely choose to be-

as this 1fould Jilean choosing ag;aius"(j virtue and happiness (j' 

I-iaybe a peJ;>son would become drunk o~-- corird. t aotf} of pa.ssion. 

t-ioned \·rhethol. ... such acts could be blam?do 

lt is .:90ssi ble tha·t one 1rou1c1 choose to act for- a 
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..... 

as n. higher o.ne o 9~his would resuJ:l; :tn an act done through 

ie blameable~ Eowe:ver, con-&ra:l:'y to Hb.at Jls:d::.rba-'t.le believ"'es$1 

i·t 1·r~.:mld se0m th0.t this ign.t.n."ance :Ls ott~side of one's cou .. , 

deoe:l:tred or :l.gno~ant abc'rU'G -vmat is ·t-eally good(j. 'fJ!ha:cefo4'$v 

.1 t t-rOllld seem ·chat t.his: i.1;rpe of ignorance ls j.J.o·t. ohoser.1 SJ,nd 

mer.rb imioh are beyond ... otte ~s oont~ola t'e:rhaps igno:-ta.noe of 

not. OYI~Y fen.~ the torxae.tion of' evil 'b..abit;stt but~ al~Ci tor ig~ 

no~rence o.t the good (I 

~"hv.s p l.i: hab:tts ot choice are developed in the mature 

.. adu:.t:tq it wnuld seem tb.a.:t the a.du.J.,·t ca..u 11.0'h aoii against 

o-ho:::.ce anJ wish :fQj:.~ the good since h~ a:i!lls for happineo,;:.o 

hab:ttg bes.irJ. -tc;o foxm in tihe lite of the ch:"Lld 1>ii ·th the help 

of' 01)~ts:i.da influences betore his :re8..son. has roatu.red enoue;h 

to cnc.lJlo :J.im to Qhooseii one ca:n not blame t: .. e person :for 



... 

110t developing habits o:t choicoo Igllo:t'a;:J..c~ as a cause of 

wrongdoing_ alno could no·t be. ohoser. if one a:tms to-vrard the 

inoonf!;liste:'a:t o:t' Jl):>ifrbo-'Gle ·to hold all o:f.' the follow"ln{!;: 

ths:t \troxlglio:'l.ue; ia bltw'lleablG 9 ·that people· a.iw. to:r· the good 

·" 

t.'-'·"4 ~·1·n·'-_1, _:F...,<:!,-.cr:tb"'s· -t-'1.-._r·e~ b!:'<-<:i...-. ...... ~,.e. o· ~ -~·""Ot'I""./Joi·"'~ • .-., __ .,t.....,\,1-\r v U<:>- --~ 1:> VJ.l ~ ""'-' v '-'J!.J<::;O .l, '~'>"- J.J.61.l .;.>,.,)q. 

a:ml wne:n ~t does ocourJ; :t·t 'is t~s;.'-..ally c~used by cliseasL 
"l 

de:fO'mi ty" •· It see!W3 correct that some c1es~f.i.ruct:lve a.nd 

e.tttisocial ac·ts are done by peopl.: ·who are mentally ill o;r 

retcrdod 9 m1.d theref'orcll r~"lose reason i$ clefect:l.vc .. · Such 

people cen not be blaned for th~ir behavior si4ce they do 
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son, 01<1 the other hP.:t:~,d~ kno~rs ·cn~-t h:t.s ~m?t:rt:t te· ls biQAi~ bttt 

~~fuses to give in tQ i~; and instead follo1~ his reason~1 

., "' ""' 2 p..~;.et.~Stt;. es ~. 

they ar~ :uo·t cu:exried ~1,r8JY ·no i;.he $:&:ten:~ t~a:t thoy lose "tihe:lx­

l~ncnt1~c1ge of the rigb.t end o:r. ·the v1iah ·to do it.} im ~-(zam.ri> 

pJ.,e o.t $.l'l. emo'tion 1~hioh nti&tt; ca\:tse such o. s·t;ate of inconti ..... 

Such -~.Jl <~mo·tio::n. causes pel0:,9le 1vhu havo 1crwule1g$ bi' th~ good 

·tt, do lJ,a:t·nli'Ul ac·ts of injustice a 1.} Howe:Ver ;~ the s.ge1rts oi· 
t':' 

thes~ act.s are no-'li themselves v.njus·~; .c>r 'tdcked.<>:> 

.A:eiBtotle has sn.icl that pe:ople ali-:ays _w'J.sh fo~c ·Nne.t 

J.trb· ,. :u1., -v" ..... ~~· ~ 
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cr:rut:tz,u:m.t pB;r,so;n d.ces n<rt pi.U'posely ohoose: 'Hha·t :J.s bB.<1 b1-rtr 

he clel:t b~ro.ten !:ra:i; d.oos t1.ot a-bide ·oy the conolusio:u.s of his 

.choice :ts not izrv-olve<lo 

r-., ~1'1 7 -< b 17..,o'"' ~ ;; a __ ;;o. 1 u 



$, i'u.ture good "Go which appeti·te is d:'Lrected a.:r.e acts 1·rh:i..oh 

al"e choseno It seems then that the inoo:o.t:lnen"'t. :person 

should ncrt be held responsi blo for his b~haviot· because 

ho acts t:rom :pass:i..on. vn. thou.t deli b~:rs. te decdsiono. Yetp 

~ 

In suppoJ.··t of the view that p0o:qle should not be 

ArJ,.s·to·tle ~ s statement that the:r.E) is one type of i:a.conti.,. 

ne:coe ~rhioh :i.El iv...:ua:'oe ~n.d anotb.sr· ·which :ts <lue "'~o habitp2 

Both types are difficul·t to cure":; As fm~ tho inna:te. type 11 

son1.e people by natn:(le have appet.i'"i;es 1mich are mox•e easily 

influence of violent desi~eo Furthe~mo:r.e~ people at one age 

seem to be more prone ·to :1.ncott.t1nence t.hau at ot.heJ.'.'Bo. For . 
examplep yovnger people may have st~ong0r ~assions and 

th.erefore be more in.cont;inen.t than oldet· people for biologi ... 

cal .A"'easons o .A.s £or the in.oonttnence due to hat;i t 17 bs.bit.s 

1·rere said to develop largely throv.gh inrluence·s otrtside ·the 
. . 

individual's control in early childhood before ~reason has 

~f'v.lly devd.lopedo So again~ incon.tlnence seems to be cansec~ 

by conditions beyonc1 onefs del:tberatc contra~ .. 

HO"l1Eiverp .Bx·is"totle holcls the:t people are responsible 

3r- · d ::.1:!-*. .... o '-



...... 

:ro:r botih good and bad beha:triorfi F.ur-therm<.n'e 9 he says ·'Gha:li 

·the -incon--:inent person naots 1'1:l1ii:lglj"" (for ·he acts in a 

sense 1n. th knovrledge both of rrhat he o.oe.s and o£ ·bh~ end to 

1-Thich he does :t t) p ~ ThcrefQree J4ristotle seems to 

hold inconsistently ·that the :tncon"c.inent person e;c·l;s 1dthout. 

cho:loe and yet is responsible for htr.1 'beha.vlor ~ ·that inco:n·"' 

·ti:tne:uce may bE.~ :1.nn.ate o:<· due to hab:Lt or na:'&v.ral desiresc~> 

that "Ghe n~:i.iural end of m.?Jl is the devclopmen·t of the ra"" 

tio:nal parts ot the sou1 11 and ·that ha:ppinGss :ts tl~e final 

e:rld i'or man and :ts de:ri ~ed from V'il'·tuot~s acti v:1:tyo 

"Perhaps how· the incontinent person. can b~ held x·espon ... 

s1ble f:cr l;d.s bahavio:t··and b.o-vr one nu~y come ... GO ac·t aga:tnrrb 

his k:no1·r1edge and 'f'lish rdll be cla.rii'ied after uo:nsider;i.ng 

A:ristot.le 's more detailed acooil'l:r'c. of ·'Ghe p~:ocess of :tncon·t:t..:.. 

n'Em.:t behav.loro In one of his. acccn-12-::ds of: h9w illCO.l'l't.:l.ne:nco 

may occur 11 !,ris·totJ.e suggests thai.; i;he incou.t;inen.t pers.on 

m~y have the v~iversal premise but not the partioularo To 

u;:;e Aristotle t s example~ he me.y lr:Q.m-r tha't dxy ·:food is good 

for all people·~ bu·t he may not lmow ·chat a parti.cular £ood 

is dry or only have the knowledge at the back ox his mindQ 2 

Wha·t Aristotle n1.ee.ns by having kno-rrledge at the back of 

one's mind is not clea.:rli lt ·would seem. ·i;.ha"v either one 

knovrs o~c- does not 1cnow· that. a particular food. is dry at any 

one particular moment;, If one does not l:•1ow it or fo:rgc::l-Gs 

.. 
-'-I"'"r, j· ]' • 1.:1.:.\.t., ~ -.:?.,., • I " --
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:1 t s.t the c:r"',;.cial moment oi.' action:~ then he 1dll no'G have 

one OJ." mo.!'e of the particulars is· ne:tt;her blameable nor 

::f.·f,: a-t.. ·l·,1~,-:. ,<'"'·''r".e +~m_,ul'-1 ~L-"'1 ;~'-"t1•,e~.1" ••• I . ...,.Jle;·!.oo~··!.r.:. <;:<n;..-rAe.:o•ts -l-1-.c.t -~ ... , ·~ ~.U-v •<>«<= vJ. ~ . <;> ,_.._..._~..1 -- ~ .u.~-,t..~ 1.: V·:'-' tVV·~fi> o •o. v.U.<.•, 

. 
·angry~ drmik9 ~r especially when one is tmd0r the influence 

o:r ar;~y strong 11 irl"e:tio:o .. al des:l.l:-cs o 
1 To say that. 1mo'i·rledge 

:i,.s ins.ot .. :i.ve or asleep :ls not much d:tffcrent ths;.n. saying 

Xn su:1y caset the kuO'I-Tl~clge is 11.o·t $)'i:i:?d/i~1.g in ~;l1e person's 

consc:'Lous:uess 1>. P'J.rthermore t l!.:tisto·t;le mus·'G ex:yls.in --;,.ihy a 

pel"son 1-fho has know1.edge "t·rould de:j.i berat,ely choose to act 

J.·t eeems then tha.·t .Aristotle is sayin:; in -these e::>.tpl~.* 

n.at:i.ons. of incontinence that one coulcl :tlo·t act incontin.e:n:tly 

·u.:o.loss . t.he k:no~dedr,e of uha t is good :ts so:1eho17 s.bsen:t fror:1 

7l 



-·~· 

one ts consciousness ~;;.nd -lih<;itt nc- onr; could. .?.ct 'nrongly !·rlth 

contrary to -rrh~t .e.ctu£.lly does occur~ 

1ate1'" 

h.ris·totle Eilsm·:here sho-rrs hi!::lEJulf a.1:1.v i to the exlstcnc;e 
of a moral st:-tn.Gsle, a co:nfli<rii 1:>et1reen :>.:oe:b~,o::tal 1r;tsh 
8..¥).cl appot:l/~e,_ in. 1rhich the a.;;;cnt had actu.R-1. }~n~:nrledge of 
the "ftt>ongness of t.he ps.rticular a.crt t.he:t he does o 1 

tha:t ·they do so bece.use of strong de sir as o Ee says al~o 

+h~..!- -r.~. .....~ ...... ~.... 1 " ',... in '· .... · o l l · · " ~- ~ v ttl.l.e ... c: ._.,_,_ e e eme:::n.;>:> • c;ne ra.-c:t. na sou 1-·J:tn. ctl oppose 

and rcsif..'ti the rational :9Z'incip1c .. 2 li.ris-totle see;ns to 

~eooG~ize at this point that the~e is a ~or~l struegle in 

0 b 
".tiic Eth R., i., 13" 1102 17-19~ 
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beha:v'io:r uhich 1na;v. :result in. in.COXltinenoe 'f7hen one is ·too 

J.n hie disou.ss:lon. of one other way in 1-vhich :i..nom:l.., 

tin-enoe n1ay oce:ur 9 A.ris·totle does not seem -to de:o..y that 

0!1$ acts incontinently either· iUVOlUntarJ.:i.y OJ;> 1-Tl thoU-'C 

:p-remises are p~esento The first states ·tha:t; neveryth:J.n,g 

· st·reet; ou.ght to be ... G~.::rted ul and ·the oth~SX' ·th!'l:li nthis is · 
S't-<Jee·b o 

112 l~.s 1-vas already e:Jq>la.it\ed in -'t:h~ diBc'lJ,.ssion of the 

practical syllogism v the: action J~S identical 1•rJ. th the con-

conc;tu.sion w:tJ..l. be th~"t ·¢l'le "};rill taste the cfbj-eo·to Suppose 

now th.-..2.:t these premise.s are present: neve~1yth:ing_ sweet is 
7. 

pJ.easar.t·t H.? and is 
ft . 

sweet;~ rt • and that th.ere :ts also ·&ha-

taste ~s s"'crong enqugh~ ono \<Tlll taste the objec"'c... :tt; is 

the end tc which a:ppe·t:VGe is most str·ongly directed that 

will be sought~~ 

trary ·to the rule uone should no""'c 11aste .Enme-'c· ·bhi:ngs ott 

Howe1rer, t.he appetite. bidding one to JGas·t;e is co~:'Grary to 

t "'ne. r·i p·'\-. -t· .,.,., '1 C) 6 
.. .!.J...: .. ,_.0,1..,J.,..\J' -rl.,.6.-,¥ 0 In other ~ords~ !~istotle seems to be 



. "'· -

..... 

... c<-s.nt~:O.IT ·hh;';;.t.. ·l•"l.-.,.,rt-... • P.,...., ~o ,..Oyt..c-1J..'Ct1n"' ,.,.,..,.,r ... ~,..e" "i.,.,.,.o·lver~ in J.,7 -,; .t. '-" v ~ IJ l,l.W.¥- c~..t. ~ 4.0. '<' MJ. ~ •• t$ ):'·~ ,;>,ll..l. o:> i:J -·~.S. '!T ~· •V. • 

,t.h '.~ 1 v e 0-C"t•.J.O:rl ~ 

ano .. t,;her p:ceillise whioh OYO:f.l"'id.-GS the knowledge o:c v..ni vers&ll 

.Pl'\Cm:i.se tha:h one should not tas·te., The COllClusion tt.this 

should no·t b~ t8.s·ted !1 wh~.oh to11.oivf3 from the l.U?.:i.vej~se..l Mone 

However:~ -'~his accoutJ.t o.f :tnoontine:r.rh beha,v1or se.erns •uo 

bo- inqonsistcn"'(' 1r.l:th Aristotle's t~leog:Lcal 1rie1r of ma:no J.>t 

!r:t:rrtharraore, these ·deslrE;s the:nselves e.re :uatui"e.:t ... vo human 

na:ture aoco:r.ding to ~-'l"isto'tle ~ 2 Therefore, sat1~~1£y:tng i:t'.,;, 

acting in accordance w1 t.h reason.~~ 

f':\.:rst kii.1.d of inco:o.:tinence may be called impe·tv.6si "'~>Yo It 

1'4 
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,.., ... .,.s '\',..:! "'"n ,!),0 1 e l~a". b~.r o,rro_ o-t . .:t " 011 ... d ...... no·b dr..l .. l.'he~_ra::-o OOu~~ Q4o- Pv P- ~ ~ ~ ~m ~Y+ ~ ~ ~ w v 

1:!. bern·tion occtn.:-s ~ bu·c beoa·o.so of stron·g app0ti tes 9 the 
. . , 

couoJ:o.s.i.ona of ·the deliborati<nl- a:ce disregard.e~l..-- It seems 

to be tJ:J.e case tha-t people do often t::tcrt 'fri thou:i:; delibe:t•a.,. 

behav~O:!? to sa:'ti:lsf;y :'l:t."l"e;tit>n~l. ~~pp·e:rci te 1.a mor~ :tlat"tn.:al 

th~rt beha.Yiox> ~-rnich sa:tisf:1.ea wlsh~ 

F'l.nally ~ there is still the .r.rues-tio:a. 1-tnet.hcr on-e can 

be bl8:J:!l.Od for n.ot ac-t~.ng fro::n ChOiOG e 



sp.ys t:~;re nat't.U'a.l 'to- man and. e.re even. more in..ua.tc in f$ome 

·ch&.J1 in others~ but he ls able to res:tst tJ:J.em.; 1n any cw~se~ 

thun the incontinen->t> o 
2 

"''.:;; ? 1 •tlJ..o~-a 9-·J, ":.; 
V .J..- ' ~- 0 ....... _ I -~ 0" 

16 
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the in.oon:tinent one, is tha·tSI e.cco:t-r11ng -~~o Aristotle El- in 

·i;h.e incontinent person the l":1.ght l"'Ule and the r:i.e:~ht; 1dsh 

a.ro present$ but he no.s not mus"cereo. them. enough to act in 

ao.co:rd.ance w:t 'th them., On the o·ther bandS~ in the int~m:pel..,ate 

:per.so.n -'0hG f:l.rst prinolple anc.l J.."<;"r.ght wish ar.c no longer J?l"e"'i 

ser-veo.ol F'v.riihe:rm.ore.l'l the iucontine:o:~ pers.o1.1~ v.nlik~ ·tb.G. 

op'll..,.io·l"> 
'•J!' - .... \~ .,t.Jl\b-

con·t;int:nxh :oerson is $,ls.o likely ·t.o ;r,ep~nt of his acrts be.,. 

cause he does then t11X'ough tv-aak 1·rl11 ra:Ghel:' the4.1 del:l.be:t•ate 
" 

"'i 

.. his acts '1:fo:t' .he ::rb.ancls by h:i.s oho:loe; o " ~~ 11 .:> Hot on.l,y are 

'th¢ aots of 't,he ir.rtompei;>a te p ez>so11 immoral~ · btl t the p e:r.J?iOll 

h:tmsei.t· is an u:njus·c-? v:i.cious person~~ 4 F'O:r "Gheee x-et;'l.son.s 

·the in.tempe:re..:t.e peJ,"'son 11 unlike ·the 1~noon·t:tne.x;:c one 0 is !lu"" 

0\1!'0. bl ~ 0 e> 

..... ·~· -;; .. 
g~.rd to oer·tain feelings and vice as ru1 ~xtreJ?eo Wha:t 

1ili.A.o :.· 8 .. 1151a 20-~64 2Tb" oo~ ~ lll?.6b 22 .. ~23o ,, 
•• l.O.e .1! ..<6 .,._.,. ___ j 

'7. 
"!l' .. Ob 

,, 
11 ~6a .:>Ibid .... 8o 29~·30 .. .,.T' b d 

'\r'" 8e 1-4 .. --::,} .• D2~ o ~ ·--../ _,_ ......... , ........ -
s - -"\ .. ~ i'' 
d:..!k.~" ~ 7;/J 1150a nl n-... 
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and "l·rettlt ~rilL, The :tn:tempe.:rate pel"Han,~ o.n the ot•her hand~ 

deli be:r.ately chooses to follot-r the ir:t;::l."b:i.onaJ. a;ppet:t ·G.e eve11. 

· tlio'O.gh he does noi~ rl.ave strong desi:r.esll·l As llas been. ex-

o£ mind a11.d the aXJpeaJ:<a..rtc$S in i:h~> FurthG:t'more~ _JU'il.;rtoJcle 

se.ys that one is drlV'en.. to ·t;ake on.e of ·c1-m ~rieHs o Ei i;he::r · 

the eu.d itt t;iven hy lqe-:bure btrl.t i!'irtuo· :ts volun·tery~ be~ 
cause the virtuouS' ma~:. does voluuta.ril;y· 1·n:ta:l;eve:r:: he b.$,s;:~ 
lef't ;..,-i'l1-1r:.l~1J.."' +0 (JQ ~-t\ f''r'Q' 1::0""' ·!~0 r.:t•~+!"''i't'l 1•··i<• ¢-y,~1 'f.,;, ... *" J,...;.-..r-.t.;..l;.i:5\:.,i- 1..1 • ~- u- .. \.f",.f. v '(;.,.(, V wt...v,.....--_. -J. ... -.1:.:1 V-J.l..'~e .-J.J .. 

ei·the.r oase· vice tdll be jur:rt. as ~vt>lw:cary as vir·tucl'2 

oppo:rt.-u:ni -~~y to d eveiop choice ·bo €?-Ch..l. eve ·tha:t end in swt:1. on . .li 

m1d v.t'X't'n$ WC'l.:!ld be .for him volv .. u:'Gary and p.:r.r-J.iSe"Y.ro:rthy.. O.n. 

-the Qther lw.n.d~ if the end is gi vep. by :n~~.:t:v.r-o ·to somo people 

78 
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due to miet~ken principl~s~ 

nl that 
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person •s po1-rer to become 1)s.d or no·t~ nl·though once he be.,. 

comes b~d it is diff:l.cul·h to cha:nge)"' I·t; seems ·that on·~ 

becomes intem:pe:rate th:rough :c·epeatsd 1n.co:uttnerweQ :tn SUI.>.., 

port of "'Ghis .. 4.l""istoJcl€ says~ u:Pasfjio:a. perverts minds of 

r:ule;L"S? even when they a;t"e the best o:f menl) H
2 By J.e-'Gting 

oneself be carried a.w"~Y by passion -~oo of'ten~ the wish 

dei'eot destroy strength and b.eal th~ and .:!:t is the same ior:L th 

the vi:r·tues of. the soul (I The man 11ho :C1ees f.ro!!l da:ngers· 

axJ.d fears many things w~ll become a cmv-a:r.·v1" By :i."epea:t:i..ng 

acts o! a cer·t;aJ.n n~·i.iure $1 o:ne cle"trelops t.he. b.D-bi ·t a1;,·rays 

to act so" Once the llab:!;t is .fo:tmed? it :ls cl:ti'ficult to 

c4ange ~ :Svent;ually & ·th~ 1-:uowledge Of the good~ the firs-'c .. 
princi:plej} is des-troyed in b.imll a:t;td h:i.s hs.ht ts become ln..,. · 

curably viciov.sc 

The person who has be.en. Z"'v..ined 1Jy 
. 

pleasure or pain forth~tth Zails to see any such 
o:t"iginating c::u~se .... -to see that; for -'che salte of ·th:l.s 
or because of this he ougl1.t; ·to choose and do 1·1hat;ever 
hs chooses and does: :ro:r.~ vice is d-es"t!'t1C"Gi ve o:f the 
oxigina ting cause of ao·t:ton o 3 

. However~. it s·cill may be questioned 1-inether acts of' 

1, . .,. .. 1l1COntiuence are blameableQ Arisiotle 'm.e;cely descr~bes d:t.f ... 

libe:rates about 1rhat. is -Go he done, resis·ts the irrational 

"' t::::"j)Olo ·H ~ 1 oc 1 28 ... 1e "":)1 Ill - __ .,.,.. o ........ 6 _. E • ·-""o-4.t o-

...,. 
"''"" 1'.'\.t., R ' 5 ·" .d~ c J:J vJ.1 •. o ".tl. o '! 
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g_:lv-e a psychological or me·taphysiqal accotu'l·~ oi' hm:t or '\'fb.Y 

i .. u would be 1vi·thin one e s pp\<Ver to resist :1.r:r..·~·t:tona1 ~ppe"" 

.. ~~.1.~e ezo:ept to sa.y that vthen. he..b:t ts of ·choioe are fol:'med in 
!-lt•-.. ;. ~ ~,.... 

.;rou:thi) one ·tends to ::r.esis:t appe·t:t·te., rt suoh llabi ts s;;r.e 

needed £or con·~tr.tEm.t beh.avi():t:• 11 then :t t 11ould seam 'that 

81 



VIRTUE FOR A.LL? 

r·t was s·ta-ted that one o£ the quest:i.ons undel"iy~ns 

·this study is conoe:t"'tle<l w·i'th whethol"' J\.ri.s~!;otle 's ps;Ychologi"i' 

which 1v:i.ll have un:tve:t"sal a.pplioe:\l:lonl) .Aristo"'~Jle has giv'en 

1 i · t' d .co ·n~ h t"' " ... ·~> • • 'I 1 • \ rn.en man a ms a1i .ne en .ror w :L.G ... 11a ,..:.!..X'e ~llvfw.uer1. -'ll.mt .ue 

~1.s developing his form which co:nsis·ts of ·the l"a:tio:nal pal"'ti 

o-f the. soul" rjhen ·man 1.s fui:til11.rrg his form or po·ten"" 

+.'i!:l 1-1 ..1.y h"' "~ ~ r.:. c4 ·in!:'l· .. ,.-t.;r.+·'o"~c:!11f ... y ~c"'J'"'":.· o·::-~.- \1F.J.:. e"~"· .... lle ...... ""'_es ,.,. C.--LIp c.., •• ;>'"' 1,1 b v.>. •• lli~ "'·"'-v f..J ~~'"'"" J::'-""'~ -<~'-''-".~ ... ,...., 

of re~:son.:~ and man is most happy when he does this.,. This 

view of ruan ancl his pos:t tion in na.tu:re as a rati()aal al'l1.mal 

seems to apply to mankind as a vrhole~ Therci'o.:tep 1.rlrtuous 

tiality, seems to be the same fo~ ~11 people~ In other 

words~ Ari.sto·tle se~ms to in:cend Dna standard of ·V"il"·tue to 

apply "t;o al1 peo:9le a.t lBast insofar as they do :n.ct :radical· .. 

retarded :persou'? 
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Howeve!'11- -cont.:ra:t"j!' t.o rftla"'c o:rle n:t:'Le;b:t e:A.'}?eet;~ Aristotle 

cloes no·t seem to thin.k ·that all psople 11.avc the same po~ 

norm as large as one nd&'lt expect(\ Il'l tho last chaptel" iii 

't-ras s-~l".essGd. that theJ:>e a:t."e el'lVi:t.onmeutal $:Ud cul ttU?al :l.t:J. .... 

:E'ac·tot"s -vrb~cll m<:J,y influ.~:m.ce "'vhe oapa.ci ·tsy fo:v 1ri:ctue. B:ad 

Arir:rtotle f s vle:vt ·tol'mrd ·t;lle s.verage pe:rson 9 s oal)aci ty :Cor ... "~ 

idll be g, co:ns:l.o.era·tion of' ilJ::>:I-.stotJ.e 1 s op:tn:to:a. of ·t;he ca .. , 

The ca~acity for Virtue ~s Limited 

'There are several .f'act.ors 1'fhich. .A.ris·totle mev:itlon.s 

. 
such factors~ ;.i.r:ts-Go-tle seems -to b~ s~~r~ssing the J...,ole 

of c~ance in lint:L ting people's ce,paci ties :for: vlrtu.e a-

:tor scientifically but which is 'bt.'lyona the control o£ ·the 

ind~t. \tiduaJ...c- .Aristo"Gle '.s or:i.g:tnal l"eq-o.:i.1,'G!1H';nt for -v-i:rtu.e 

:l.s that one be born ht1r;1at1 1-rlth an ahtl:i.ty to xeaso~t... I-lovr-

ever~ t!lis abili "ty to reaso::J.. does no·t extend ·to everyone 



Pol:l. tics 1\ri!:rbot>le holds ths.t there are some -.n. eonle., who 
~·~~- ...... 

because of thei:t."' psychological. na:6tu·es ll o:r· to be mor·e spe.,. 

sa:ry busio a:ttributes are i:~r~e:n.ded by nature to. 'be masteirsC) 

Wh1.1e ·the latter a.re intended to rule 11 slaves are meant 

·to obey., The sl<;w·evs f'un.a.~.;iolt is "co serve as an extension 

of the body of his maste:rc.~ He is to be anoth.er ma.nrs 
• , . . • 2 

property·~ a humru'l. being 1•Jho ~s e.oo~.so a possess:ton<> 

oor.ding to .b.:r.ist~o'tle certain soc:tet:tes are composed of 

. whole populations 1vho by nature are servile:> and the!'E.~j_?ore.~ 

.f.i t to be slaves o In Arl stotle 0 s opirzion tltis would ap:pJ.y ~ . 

j':'or ex~m:ple 11 to barbarians a.ud As:la:tics o3 
r .\_..,rt". 

.Acoo:rcLing -'Go Aris·totle the J.."ea.s.on that "che slave is 

can be eXJ)lo.;l.ned by the fact ·that tJ::ua slave has no :real 

rational pr:lnci:pleo. Because of this .lackll nature inte:uded 

h1lll to b~ snbject to another~ 

:Ghe soul of a :cational perso:n.p 



} 

..... 

that which is intended. to ;rule:~ intell-ect or 1"e2..so.n~ and 

·bh:a:h which cau parttc:i.J?0<&0 .in a rs:bitmal principle by 

cfbGying 0 the a:ppeti ·~;e O:t.'" passiou.~ 1 A.ristotle says tha:t ·bo 

have "the intelleoJG and appetite equal in. n1le~ Clr to have 

t.he appetite :c'Ule over the intelleo·t. 11 1•roulcl be hurtfu.1 anc1 

inexpedient!l 2 M.an would 9 in sv.oh.. a. ce.set: be thT·;rarting the 

developrnent of his )?otentiali ty as a. rational being.. Thus~ 

-r,i-bo+.t-.. ,.:.-,., it b,;, +h"' !:t,,....,,..,+~·te -. .4.1·1"1"' ~ "'~""o·1 .... H.::.>vY< .. \yoh ~ v u .;;; s:l0$'J:'VUJ, ·• i't,...lJ~-" ~"' <;, 0-l.:..lo(";,-•<.:;; 

person or tb.e man the t lacks the ra:tio:ne,l. :princ:lpJ.<~ betvrecm 

7: 
maste:ro..:> ~he relationsh:t:p be·b\,:recu sl.a:~ore an:d mas·ter can be 

just:Lfied .furt.her because the ra:tional principle of ·the 

mast€.1r· enables him to, fo;cese$ by "'~he o:ge:rcise of hi a mind 

the good fo~ al1o 4 The slave~ although he does not have 

t~1ie. pZ'inciple h:l.mseli'.v can apprehend :1. t ~.n. ano·the:r. and be 

. useful ln carrying its jttdgemen·ts into e.ftect~S . 
.A.z·isto·tle a1Bo notes differences between iihe :tnna·te 

capao:t ties of men and wornen.o He s·ta.tes: 

J)l ~11 goners, 3,n \>Jh:i.oh the dis·tin.'o·t:i.on o:f mal.c and fe·., 
male is found.v J~nt.ure raa.ltes a sim:i.lar difi'f;'l=f;en·tiation 
~ ..... the mental 1:1-sposi ti0n of t;1:re t"t,:ro sexes o o 

.A,ccording to Aristotle women. are also more :prone "Co emo.,. 

1-r·d J. _,1. a ll-
CJ:#~u..t.u.~-.:M• 

sr .. ·d . OJ.. o t> _..,._,_)oil< 54 1~~54 b 20-22" 



al'though· 1·romeu~ unlike slattes ~ do he:ve e. del:ibe:t'e.ti ve :eao~1l•.,. 

ty~ ·this faculty is withov.:t awthority in. ·the female se~~-~~ 2 

~\ri..s·to·tle '"s opiniono Sinoe ·~?he male is e, nuatit.n:>ally filter 

r3 -b&:tng '1 the-11 the i'e:ma.le ~ his \J,.t1eJ.:l t1 .. es and a<tl:iiou.s w:lll be 
. 1.1 

m~.t.ro .uobl.o.- · 

hi.:tman bein.ss as raticn:'l.<::..l to &:9PlY ·to $.11 people<~ Si:o.ce.\1' ac ... 
" 

o1ear., Perh.a)?S 11.¢ ·means tha:t reason in "N"Omen. does not have 

b1e b~ moral beJ::ua,~li'~ o.r~ In this case 1-rone:t1· would. possess a 
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. 
pOS"SQ.SS no l. ... e;t:ton(!l.l p:c:~i.lC~.pleo 

Ther-r::fol"eg as s·tated be.fore the slave 

1~?oll> iii" 8~ l280o. 33-31!-., 

2Il"d 1 17 ~~-nb ~~ 3~ ....,1;!-......,.n !I ...., .p :;J" ,J...t. :._..,;p '-'·-'<· .,.J <> 
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:t:'"Urthet- exoe11cnce .. 

-on ·the other h~.n.d ~ since ·they u:l;·e men aru1 sha:r·e :1n a 
rational p:rinoiple~t i ·t seems ahsU.l'd to- say t.he:t "they 
have no virtue vl 

o:t d~gree b'D.:~ of kind .. It is not 

1-r· . .,. • 
• ,O).Uc.!l l.G 
~t...t..~a 
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soul ·Hill be ·I'Jhe v-l::ctuc of th.!Sr :r.a:'o.:t Oll::.1J. par-t a.ud in ·the 

other~ the ~~rtue of the apvetite~ 1 ~~rhaps in mentioning 

\ 

virtue~ EJ,ccording to .ex::ts·cotlets d~f:i..11ition!> requ;b:cs tha·t 

lu thlz case it would Pee:1t ·to be more a 

Ar:lsto.tle~ as i£ l"EHll.tziug th:ts~ :ucn·i sa.ys: 

AlthOUGh the paJ:ts o:J:' the soul at·e urescm:t in all o£ 
theln.. the·n· ar'¢ "lil"'ose:rrt in dlf'.fe:rcn:ti' de-:;reee· ~ (Ita1:1..cs .. l'J if .l:' ~~~~~~~ .,. ...... ~...: ....... d, ... '=~ 
mine (I )t:. · 



... ~. 

T1le slave has no delibe:t"ative faculty a:t all; tho 1vOmf.\.n. 
hasp but i i~ is Hi thoi:r·c au·thort ty~ o o /)1 

.A.s 1-m.s p:reviousl;y ex-pla:i.ned 11 ~vltholl·t ~ deli,berat,ive fac1Jl·t.y" 

aocording to A:ristotlet one could not be capable o·f vir·tueo 

!f .A..:r.istotle means that 1-mmen. and slaves have no effective 

rational principle of their own~ but obey the reason of 

capaoi ·ties of' sont~ of t.he lotv-er animals 'Nho can be trained 

N~verthel~ss~ Aristotle Btill doos seem to want to 

maintain tha:'G slaves and women are capable of m.o1•al ~l]'i7t-:"'ht1e o 

In rete:;:-ence -'GO the ·mo:r.aJ .. :virtues he sa.ys .!cha-t everyone 
" should pa.:r·take of tb.emg but only in the ma:n.n$:r ~nd -'oo the 

exten·t tha:t; ·t;hey are necessary to eac.h pe:tson :to~ . ·bhe .t't1..l"" 

t.illment o{ his dutyo A ru.:lGt'.r; :for exam;9le£1 raust ha.ve 
. . 

perfect .moxal vit"tue for hls funo·tton r.eqy.,.:~es a mas·be:r-

a:t~·tif:i.cerc. The l"a.:t:tonal principle ~.e such a11: a.~·"Gifioer 11 

~11<1 aoc.ord:i.ng to l~.ristotle ''tvb.e:n suoh e.· pril1b5 ... pJ~e is com ... 
\ 

:ple·tely developedj). on.e t-rlll then be, perfec·tly 1Tirtuous .. 

Subjeotsl) on "Ghe o·t.he~ handJ.I n~ed. only that; ::;.mount of moral 

v:i,.rtu.e vihich v-rlll ene .. bl.e "'ohera. to f.-qlfill thei:c pUr-'{;ioula.:r 

vloman are not the sam.eo Fo:r ins·tanoe.p J!:ris-'cotle holds "tha:iJ 



..... 

irh0 cou:t'l:).ge of a man :ts sho-v·r.a. in C:omr.1a'!:ld:tng and ru15.ng.ll oi.' 

a t~roman in obeying~~ 1 Similarly :t . he holds that "the vir·tu~ of 

a slave xes .. c,s in the fulfilJ..tnen·t .of his dutyo ~~he slav-e is 

useful f.o:t· t~he basio physical l'ran:bs of life according to 

A.tistotle 9 and tJ::terefores should possess only so much ·virtue 

as executing the ful.fillmen;t; of these wa:a:ts requires o 
2 

Tw-o poh1.t~ may be men:liion.ed in refe:r.~ence "i:io these last 

statements 9 :&1:i..rs.t~ i-t is still unexpla:l.nable. how slaves an.d 

.'\mmen are. "Go ;partalc~ of virtu.o :lf one accepts Ai .. istotle 's 

belief in their l&.ck ot a. rational a.u:'Gho:d:ty il1. thei:r.• souls .. 

virtue especially f~om the point of view of the individualvs 

achievemen·t of' hls cn·m fulfillment ano. happiness., Yeti} in 

point; of vi¢w· of' ho·N· it cont:r."i bu.tes t;o ·th~ fulfillment of 

c:me~s ·function in ·~he state~~ 33<rth poiJ:ltS seem to sugges·t 

tha:b AXistotle' s detini tion of virtue and dofi:ni·tio:n of 

human ne.tv.re need cla.J?ifi oa t:i.ono If .slaves and w-omen e,re to 

be considered hu.ma,n according to Aristotle e s clefini tion of 

ma.n$1 ·chen he m.ust adn:lit tha·t they have a rational prin.c!pl.e,. 

or. else change h.is de.fini tion o.f man 0 or :pe:rb.aps both9 nO\'! 

he mea.:ns- to define man 111111 affeot how he regards virtue~ 

wh·ethe:r it is to be a fuli'illmen:t of 't!he .s?rne ~potentiali-ty 
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ge:ut tb.an men or ·that their ra:tim.'lal :p:ri:nciples have 1<3ss 

bnJ._a:no.ed emotionally than men~ and ar~ also less 1~~1cely to 

bx>ea.k under emo "ti onal s . ..t~J:raln" 1 For example~ aJ:thov.gli i'lOmeu 

openly expr.ess feelings of sorrow more than m~n~ more rat\ti 

become 0-lcoh.oJ.:i.cs by "'Gl"'ying ·to reJ.ea.se ·hhese f.ee:linga in""' · 

d:lrectly ry 
2 

~~~--------~~--~~-~~~.~~~~"'~\;»,::.~~,Q 

1As.hJ.cy !O.::ontar.m, ·'l'hc 1!a"'~ural Su}:>e:r.io:r.:'l 't:V o:f Wor.:1en 
....... - _., ...:-t" ...:-:.. .-: ~-~······~ .... ~~-i~~:~~ ...... :-•t-"''f"l't-····.:·~r.f'l~-~~~..,..,._.. 
ror.n:; ::.'ne l·4e.cl.!J.l.Lc..n Co""' J.;~~b J 11 p.. ot.:." 
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not inferior .in intelligence ·bhan. men:--

•.. 
. r, .. , 

aduJ..t li:t'e females a:tta:tn ~. s;Lgnif~.ca.n·tl~~ high¢r ave-rage 

rank o:n intellige.nce tests th.an men,. ·Hl Re uses the rcsul·bs 

"rom en. a-.x·e oi' inferio:t.., intellige:ttct-) to mr:u~ has; so fru? as ·the 

scientific evidelice goe~~? not a leg to sto.Jld upon~ n2 ?11ere .. ~ 

h:ttJ msh ·to support ·~he· p:ract:tcas aud vie~-TH of his. society~ 

lte\fezotholess!l Al~~~..stot1e cloeo no·~ seem to mean th0.:t slaves 
" 

Th,erci'ore, :probe.bly .not tho sat."1s excellence:.' or virtues. 

would apply to everyone~ Po~ ·Gxumple, if wo~en p~e not to 
< 

--~~~--·---· .... ,·-··""~-1',.....~1or-o ..... ~-~--~~~~~--l""~ .... - ................ 1..~~~ 

9 
... 
;) 
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ly be accepted 9 t.he con:fl:J.cting stSJ:ternents he mrur.es in the 

P.ol:i.t:1c~ rega:r."'diug thc;m Show pel"'ha-os tb.et his defin1 tion 
~~-C"'obf ~ 

examination of these de£in:t tions 1-rlll be the cona:tde:re:h:!.o:n 

of the next chapter(/ 

the autlWJ."':l ty o;f the r~;d.i:lo:nal prib.c:tp1e!l Ar:u;J·botle se,ys ·tho.t 

cne mus·h be bo;en 1-rl. th a d:tsposi ·Uon wh:i.ch h~.s a kinship -t.o 

·· bsr:Lne; more impo:rtau t to· v·ir"'cue" . n.Re~.soning lea.{lS us to 

choose wh.at is usefu.1 11 moral goOd:n.ess leads ·us ·to choos~ 

3 t . b1 2 w.ua :1. s :no .... e. o 

seems to depend on oueis ancestors according to A~istotla" 

He says that those v1ho ha1ie better a.:n.ces-'6or·s a~e lilr.ely to 

be "better themselves 11fo!' nob:tl:lty ~.s excellence of r~r>o~ n3 

Inheri t:ing from nature sttch a disposi ti.on to-yra~rd virtue 

leaves v~.J':t·ue ·to chance<~ 

lNic Eth Ro Xo 94 1179b 29p31~ 
2Rb.c'Co 1.ie 12., 13898. 34 ... 36., 

3Pol., i:i.io;. 13.-. 12838 35 ... 37o 



.. ~.z-1sto·tle h:lmsel.i' states: 

I\fatv.::re 9 s p~1. .. t e'l.riden:bly does n"~"·t dep~:ma on. usll' btt""ii as a 
result o:e· some d:1. vine oau~es is 1n•.es~n;t 1.n those who are 
truly fortv.ne:te$ o- o:- 111 

This last s~atement seems to indioate that Aristotl~ 

th5.nks .... tihat some people are born with. a. ;psy_oholog:l.oal dis"" 

position tcnrord evil<~ Fol" Gxmn:gle~ o:t; o:P.e point he se.y~ of 

immoral act.:"tons that. -·theae tte.rise .1.n. some by lt~ tu:re 

people inhe;ri t from bi.rth ~i dispos:J. -'G:'!.on ·which is l'Jron.e 

~oward evilo I·t· rns.y be re.ther ·tthat such .a dis;pol;?itio:a. 1.s 

qbntrol t·U'J.ich 11-.ristotle believes affect the capaoi ty for 

. 
l:u.f'lue:uce the oapaci ty for virtue .s< and those chane;0 1·ri th age 

according to i.lJ?istotle, For exam:gle.!l yer:y ym.mg ohilch"'en 

live a.1G the beck and call of appc~i te and a:t..'e inc2pable- of 

"'"" ~. "'2-:.0i (; ~ ~ 3 mature reason.ing ~v. y:~ ~~~ In yov:tll strong passim.'ls a~e 

prev~lent~ Because of them, those in you~1.~re ept to_ be 
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~J.:nc1 hcrpe:tul c~is:posltions of youth.ft'tl 1YCOy1e tend to t'lal{e 

t-hem n1oxe cotll ... ag$QU.s ·th:f}n olc1er Ol1es~2 · Y.'et~ o:.et.en. tn:ei.r 

a.l~o p Knowledge of pal""uiculal"'S :l.s ga:lfJ.-ecl thr~:ntgh e .. ~,1':le ... 

x·:ten.oe whiOh you:ng peoyl~ lack ·to a la~ge e~:te~t2;t)5 

··tend to go to1-rart1 ·the OJ?pos:J .. to e:;ttreme -tha:r. ... yo1,rtb. :tn. i,;,etng 
.1<: 

timidly and cowardly'~ 0 The· ac-'~l. v:t ti. el!s of the r~i 1' d a1 so. ·, 

c~,1/o~":tl:.);·~~~~,.~~~~~c.~.:.c:;~..r~~"'.~~_..~"tt~)!d;~~t:u..~J:;:.f.:.~...:a»~ 

1Eh~to ii~> 126 1389a 4~10~ 

11l9b·5.-.~6., 

3rbid~~ vi., a~ 1142a 12~16Q 
~~~, 

4m1eto iio 14~ 1390a 30=32o 
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the m:tnd. or "of some other irrward part· - 1' 
At any 

ratet. it ·is obvious that .llr5.stotle believes tha;.lti each period 

o:f life he.s its o-w-n particular capacity ol .. in.c~psci ty for 

virtueo 

upon.. -'cb.e develo:pmeu t of virtue 1-'Thich would affect the number 

ot people ·who can be v.irtuov.s., In the ·(;hi.:rd chapter :t t was 

stated that ..B,::cistotle thinks that ext01"na.l goods ha'lte some 

relation ·t;o ha:p:piuess.. Their significance t~o happitH1SS is 

u.n.clea:r. 11 but he does seem to "think -th~·d; having a certu:i.11 

basic amount of external goods'is necessary .. in 

relation. to virtue .A.ris'l;otle sta·tes also that a ce:t>tain 

amount of external goods is necessary· i'or tp_e performance o-f 

'"' good ac·tj~ons o '7 He says that, ttin many ~.ctj.ozw vre use fr3.eno.s" 

and riches and poll tical. po\ver as instrumel'!.'ts; ·a a· o 
u3 

-Furthermore~ certain moral virtues d0pencl on Olruership of 

goods for their existence~ Fer example~ one c~u not be 

liberal o:r g~:ue:rm .. ls with one 9 s possessions 1:tnless one 

has possessions with which to be liberalv J:.Ioreov~:rli 

if one has no access to certain goof;ls !.l one r7ill no-t 
. I 

have the opporttlU~ty for certain. types of inqontinence o~ 

1 ne An So- i o l~" 408 b 23.,.25o 

2Pol o vii a 1 ~ 132l}e" 40-42 .. 

3Ni0 Eth Ro j~ 8o l099b 2~3o 
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be, h:tnO.er\?a in (:lcriiiu.g 'l.d.r"tuonsly r1 

1'0 1 . 4 6 .1:.0 .,. ::t. .... (I ., 



He says 

says ·b!J.~·b mor:rG' ot the 1v'elJ. bo!'1.1 ar,e :poor Gl'..Q:rao-to.x-s $ fOl"' a . ' 

....,. 

an;im2.:t,.,:J 

1• 
togethe;r·"' · 

Acoo:cdiu.g .-to Ar:!i .. stotl~ ma:n is by ~at.v.re a social 

This d.enire for comparionsh:1.p :ts the bnsis of 
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S'D...f:tioient i"\lll :need othe:rs .fo!' com.pe:n:l.on.ship ~ .for no o;ue 

iv-ouJd 11axr,Q -to li ~,,re :v!':.t 'tho1.rt irienci.s ~ 2 

fcir doing virtuous cleeds ~> 1?o:r $xample .\l i":~;~texJ.clship p:x:·oy:tdes 

.:6:·io.r1.ds vi.fliclt th~ good p~rfJou needs to d9 wei~ by~3 F14:r""' 

sets ;poople J,.n the dif.,.,Bctio-n of ohoosi~g to 1!-e !.t""m;:po,uai 1;1_.e 

to- othe~s .tor thei:J;"' 0.1,t-1.. s~k$ o 
6 

1I.l?i.slo ~ vii I> 7 .. 1328D, 1~"'3., 
2nic Nth Ito ix." 9&5 i169? 17-19o 
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that the 6a_ptyo:l:ty for \ti:r·tue is lef;~ to chance 1i :i.l.t others he 

s-tresses that :!;t 1.s the result of one ~B o".-m a.c·l:ivities &.no. 

choices.. Ee s0,~rs :ro;r example~ tt.No one if? ijust ox- tempe;~."~:~e 

by or tllroue;h oh{),'ilce.,tt3 :r~~o.r·th.et-more~ .t\.r:i.st.ctle ea;rs o:e hap"' 

is: ~1 bet tc1!" th~hu5 to x·oaoh h.fipp:tn~sts l)y 
our OWl?, thu:u by e~ sta-te ~f 1l:~.c'1.:~ 1-~e n11;3.y 
·that happiness :bs in fao·t reached tha·t 

l"ea~?hed by o:n..e-·1 s 01m, ¢f£o:t~·c:s does 11.ot ju1.:rb:t£'y- ·C;b.e assum.:p:t:ton 

i;ha:t ·lihoy :a:re ix~ tact reaohed. th$.'t t'i-ay ~ 

kr.isto-t:le u}?holc1~ 

l~olQ vile 15 .. 1334° 27-30o 

2-::n, e+ -H 16- 1 ':!,oo0 -1, --=> .... 1 b ~;,t_- U~ .~;,- 0 ~ I fi -_.F_,.I -,..; _.., r.$ 

• J..o 
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pePple 1'-rho ere not retarded have enot:t[;'i1 oa:paoi t{ a:.tJ.o. au ... 

thori ty of re~..son, tor moral virtue and th.~:t e:g:te:r:~.tal pos..,. 

q:f p~ople co.pa'b-le of Virtue 1rlll be limited by chaltC.e ci31• 

cu.mstances beyond -the~t:i."' oo:t1:tJ:>ol .. 

lecr~rw,l ce:-::pac;1._.ty ol' :1."1. teres -t :£tn"' ·the hig.he.st v5.r•tiJ.e tha'h 

Ar:i.s·bo."!ile de~orib~s- .... contem:pla:tionj$. :fJ.1 ·tb.:ts se:\'J.se s the 

tf,eyelopec1 ha1Jit:s qf: cho:t.co.: . 

• 1'"~ ~ '1 ., • 1 
mtn;u.a.~w .!..OVe J...:UVO~,VGS Cl10J.00 o-

aLs0 ·i.fl...fl·v..encec\ by e:n\ri:rorJ.me.n. t.:Zl t ao·to:rs which are bey.:--·--:~ 

O!ie 's pot-rer to con·~rol o 

Cont ... ,, t1..,e ~ ... -~.6 ... ~1"'1.? nn n~::.-,·. ).J., J.J, Ue.p::L.!.~.!.. l:; Y- ov .. .t· 
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~11 i:uflue:o,ce<1 by the oul t\u~e t;\l'l.d ::'t ·ts lf.l.vlfJ t) 

.~,:ristotle l"eoog)1:tzes that iihe 1,nfJ;r..tGnbe :t-l;pOu ·bhe de"'· 

the 



subjecrt. to e:uv""'iromnen.m:L J.n:C'luence.si) 

T~us ~ the ca:paoit¥ for vi:c"tuons behavloJ:>~ behav5ror in 

rrl~O::t. and ohoic.e{} i"f-1.11, be s~bjJc;rt .. Go 

~ll J!SOJ?lC a~"B :na:tu::raJ.:ly diSl?P$6U 

'l.!h~ f.301UQ oapaGi ty fo:r at least mo:t.~al v1.~tti't.te ~ en.Vix>o:amontal 

iuflumlces j:·fiJ..J., gt·e::a:tly ai'fec·t. :'~his p.oteJ.:d;!lal.o, Smne old,i~ 

4il'0~l w:i..l:t .be eno.~:n.n"'aged ~GO uoe ·tltei::r t<eason and to :ehoose.&s 

o·thers to gratify i);-:t;.-;r:titl118.1. des:t~e 1d thou..t J:'ego,J:td 'tor · 

trthe~.:'t3.., Because o£ ·c:n.e~e e.al'll;st i:o.flu.el'loes ~ th~ oapaci ty 

i'ol' v~~:t-tue will 'be li~ ted.. :litt:cth;;;~1o:t~e ~ once ·hhe 1·trb.ng 

t 

v:trtue., · xirst,~ h0 fJays -tha·~ it :i.s dj:f'fioult i'o:r most l/Bo:;>l,e 
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l~eo:vJ.e sb.oul<:1 aj .. m fo.r iL.lt~ :e:srtrBme whioh iu "the loast ot the 

G-v1.lst. 2 

fi~BJ.fish.ly QP-1;9' O:f.~ thOlttSE'it:vos:~ ·to lJe ft:t'ee~ly :1 and -to ~follow 

ftp'lear.sttJ."'estt ~tl:d. c'h e.t<e not i!ilie:re:trl;;ly :?1E?asu.:t~ahle • ..f~ Hap:td·"" 

:~:~.ess becom.$S itler.~t:l£~.ed 'idth te:agj.hle goot'l.s S\.t{;h aa- Hea;t.:th, 

tho gre:b:t;f.'1rca:M.on of '(,h.e ~L'J?e"b:1;te 8 a:nc1 p-:r.est.:lgEi /5 What :ts 

4.,""'.f. "2-'Gh r;t .nl.C ~. ~ 

61:ac Eth llo 

:tos 
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reason a11d hab1·ts of ohoic?~ all people seem c~l.p~ble e:t 

birj~ll o;t· moral, v.b ... tue<~ As i'ol' speci£ic vlrtues_~ Azo;l.stotle~s. 

(;);n~ b.u·t only ·-to ~tho so in be:t;i·~le c .As for the qa;pe,oi ti9' for­

:tntell~c·tual iJiJ->tue~ pel:'ll&!)s not. e~V''el1Y011.e is born vf.Vt'h the 

'• 
se~m that the gasi¢ o~p~oity is not endange~ed greatly by 

would be fostered by onefs t:tpb:c:tng:tng ·tha."r1. :tu.h.e;r.itecl at 

~06 
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tid f'ot' 12os·t :people., li\!.:r.-thermo:ce:~ it ·11.\l"ttt:r.e i:-a.tou.ds r.aan to 

develO!J· his ~ceaso:u especially fo~ co~;i;e;n1)1a ti ye aotivi.;{;j!· tor 
• 

either 11.e:tu,~ce l'm.$ i'n.:tlecl ~.n ito pl'l.l":Pose Ol" 

it; is ?:ttJcessary tt; deto:r-m1.ne ho'Fr .f.£1.~" h:i.s ps;ychologicJal dE!"' 

.$ox-1.:rrt:ion of mo..:u *a nature can i:le aoc.ep-t~d ano. to ·t-~ne:t t!ndent 

/ 
I 
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OHAPTER VI 

.b.rist.o-tle is confident ·tha·t he can des-cribe human 

n?.:ture because -vrl_J.a.:t a :person can become exists prior· t~o the 

tuality exists prior in the species to which one belongs and 

can be known by examln1ug a·fu~ly developGd m~mber of the 

species o 
1 Second» one oan 1tnovr ltuman nntu:r·e by examining 

the formula or essence of a matur.e persono2 ~hird 9 one can 

· tmderstand human na·ture by examining the :prcde'te:;:m:lne-cl end 

6r final form totrrard which man moves I) 3 .6J~ist.otle bell eves 
' that inan 's soul is his essence~ thli.l.t ·the development of -'&he 

tttre can be u.nd.erst.ood by descri biug the soul of a mat~ul~e 

.. 4 person., The most human chax·acte:rist-:lo of ·t;he soul is :1 ts 

ability to rea.sono5 The development of reason e.nd· 11.ving a 
I 

li:fe ~.;,;.!. ,woordance w1 th reason is ·c~e final end of human 

. 2 .Ylei_; e ix., 3-~b·i '·· ,.., 1 Qr"Oa 6.,;10 · · 6£;.o D 0 a - :) o 

ii.:. lc L~12b llc.l3; lj.., b.·15b 15-i7 o . 

5~.... .,..,~h 'P. j 7· 1 0'"'8a 12 l ... ,;:'fl. c .:11 Lo _,., -'I " - ':;i "" •• ? " 
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natureol 

.Ar.isto.tlo is ccn~:r.ect in desoi."'i bing :ceason as one of 

These may include~ for exa.mple.11. religicn;~s feelin.g.p aesthe-tio 

Sey.s·t+.IJ ... ...n -!;.yn a"'o." a ~"""'f.'lll_.,.e +o ,....,..,e"''"'-'""' and m"'.::;·:,.o.~ .. .!.4 __ v ..... \l.l..v .. ,..._ .lo~-1 o.~o ., ""'" C>V"' • <l7,...:>yv.f.o 

in addition othe:r a ttr:t bwlies ot ht1man. nature which animals 

besides man may share" l~onetheless 11 theBe qualities are 

also charac·te:t·istioall.y human.o · These are ·t.ne ir:rs.tio:nal 

irratlonal :passton.s a:te though~ not less b.tt."'!.an than :ct3ason 

is li o o Q h
2 When A.:r.istotl~ descri hes "'che causes fo::r. :!.n.con.., 

tinen.cep he says the/ti incontinence is often. due to eraot;=1.orls 

and desires which are natvxal to man and are fovnd in some 

people more than :tn othe+.s by na:bure., l!.r:l,-s·to'tle should. 

1.nolutle desires and emotions in his desc:-r.~i.p"G:i.on of' ·!ih$ soul 

·of a mature p-ersono Hhen he describes horr action occ11rs" 

he does :i.ncJ.ud~ them.. Hov.rever,!) his aocov..n. t of man v s non.,. 

ra:t:i.onal nature could be changed -to include some qf the 

ooncer:n.s of n1ore rece.rrt j~n.qu.iry suci1. as ·the eil.·-:tsteuoe of 
. I 

v.n.conscious e.nd :rep:r:"essed emotions., Fur"Ghermorep his. psy"" 

ch.oloe;y of behavior could he broac'"' e::1ed ·to include unoo.n"" 

sci ov.s mo ·hi ye, ti on 0 

2 l"b' 1 ~.~ .. ~ 

·1097a 35~1097b 1; 23; 2098a 8n9~ 

iii 0 :. 0 1111 b 1=2 L 
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Alt;hough Aristo·!Jle discusses the i:t~rational nature of 

man in relation to behavior; ~hen he desoribes manvs essence 

and the end at which man sb.oul,d a1m 9 he gives the irrational 

passions a su.bordiua:te pos:i t:'l.on!> .ll.gainll reason is held ... co 

be mEtn' s chief ohara.crteristic qua.l:l. -ty and i ·ts deveJ.opme3lt~ 

'the final e:a.d for man.o 

1~hen Aristotle elevates re€tSOl"l to a place o;f su.ch s:tg*~~ 

majority ot mature peoplGQ As he was described as s~ying in 

Ohaptex· itt~ most :people do not live a life of .reason., :Phus g 

Aristotle upholds that such a~'l end does e~:lst as predeteJ:~,.. 

go~l, In fact~ although he describes reason to be m~'a 

most huma:.a.. quality P elsewhere he cousicle~s '~ t a divine ele<p 

me·r'lt ~~-~.., h''n"a:~ ":'!""tU~'"".- 11 !_·~ .,..,e-~o·"' ~S a.·•-t···A;ne +h~"" .::.," CO~l ""-l •..r,. -M- ..........:: !.,/.. ,U.<;> !_-..,,~ 0 ..!.. i;l,i:j J.L J. I . "'- \1.,., "{! V t~U.~ •!•4 li."" 

parison 1-rl th man~ JGhe .life according to it .is. ·divine in 

qompariso_l \<rl. ·th, human lifeo nl Ber;-'A.tl.ea he.:t..,e considering 

life of reason as beyond or above the realizatton of muu~s 

lJ.O 



t;y-plcal nature!> ~Phis is expressed in.. the follo\'~--:lng :passagec~ 

When a man accomplishes something beyon.d h~ .. s n3.tural 
power, or beyond bis years~ o~ beyond the measure of 
people l:'l.lte him~ o:t-; in a special 1ray ~ o .., o his deed 
will have a high degl"'8S Of 310l3J.eness ~ goodness e and 
jnsticef) 9r of the3.r opposit-esol 

Thus !I ~.:a. the precoding passage .t\.:ristotle too seems to ·~hinlc 

tha ~ hQ is !t6t desol"'i bing wha:t th$ ma:tv..re pex·son is :re::;,lJ.y 

enology of man n.eetls to be coJ.~:recte.d ·to a·ta.te that reason is 

only. one of man t s ·t;y-p1ca1 oharaote:,?iSi.i5.o.s ~ the l1.i1e of rea"" 

so1,1 j,s ~:tyg.ioal a.nd no·t na:tv.re t a p:r.ede·bermined e:o,d i'or every 

:c·t may even be q;uestioJ.'led vrlle .. tiher th~re iS" f:J.ny final 

end given by nat~~e fo~ man.., !£ there is an e.nd to~ man to 
" 

O.evolop his main ohaX'acteristics O:t' fun,cM.ons, then it seems 

that· there :ta a va:rlet.y o:f en.d$ for man depen.d.iug on "'~he 

t·ihi<-:11 mos·t ;people do develop is far from the ideal of \rit>tue 

that~ A.l~;l,stotle describe$~ It seems more 1ikel;r that·hum.an 

natv.re is not .fixed and that man can l1.0t ·be descl"ibGd jUJ3·t 

torm is predetermined~ Ari$totle defines hu~ari nature as 

sta-tic and i'ixect .l .. r;tt;h,er than as e-vobring., Perhaps l:n:una.n 

·caslonally he seemr' to recognize thai:; a person :rrta~.-. be able 

. ,., 
J.., l 0 
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all should. str:t ve to1raj."d 'frh~-t is .tJ.O ble an.d s tra:Ln ave~~Y 

nerve ·~o a:b·tai:a. the grea:teEd.'i o£ goocls Q 1 

i;hs,t they tend to go· ·to e1ct:r.-$1.11es to e.oqu:t:roe. ·th:ls g:;;e:b;'li'loa ... 
" 

on an insecure foV-ndation~ Paople also tend to be selfish~ 

;;;.n.a $.B Aristo:tle says: {I tJ;H1 social instinct needs to be con= 

k.ris·totle ta efi'o:::t to e;rotmd dtr'v:les of cons:i.dera~tion 
fa!'" otl1e:rs. solely in. man t s .natu:!:'2.1 altrulsm. sho1w an 
:tnsu.f:'fic:tent amn~eoiation bo·t!.~. of the u~1..rrm~ness of 
lnS.U t S atrtv.al seJ.i'ishi:leSS and. o£' t.4,e S\Te6P of hiS DO!" 
·ten"Gia.~t. 1J.l1S01f: qk!:ness-<!2 ·- - . · ·- · · 

l-;;r.~ c ""+,_.n n ·1 ·- 8 "f lo,..9a. ~ '11 ..:.-c.J- i!J v.r "i"t.o --::..a o ·-'t v~.~ o 
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fi,nal good ~;t whi9h most peopl~ 8..;i.m :i.s iat the s.ctivi:ty of: 

theix· ohal."'ac:t~ristio funotlo1t~1 as hv.man11 £oz- one ts good 

I 

f5.~;>st is not necessB.r;tly ldezd;ical 1:n,.th the. lat·ter-o· .F·ur"" 

the lat't·!.::Jl" be:tng "t;he aotiv1 ty of tl?.o~.l .. i'a:tional 



"' 
~-l:.d mo7c-ctl r;oo.cl l.or;1.oally ex1tail ono o.no·bJ::tc:t":; it may be· :still 

~:ho-se· 1f.a0 s~~:.r t:ta, t e~ (1 ., the ln&..n 'fYi'lo J:'a.lls :tn to gre~~ t . 
.ralt~Ifo:Jitu,t~.es is ha.pp~· i:f.' he :J.s g~>og. !' fl~J:l<h 1f.t1e~t-he~e tht:~y 
mee:n, ·ho o:r 11ot~ tulkib.g nonsens~o .L 

ele.ren.clo:n 

114 



'""het,t he 5.s .fulfilling a certttin fm.tc·h:loi;1 fo~ ·t-~i'lioh he 1-t:M;> 

i·nt-:.~u.cled·,: 

oti.:.crs o.. 
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ga.rding or• using others for ·tna :lndiscrimi.ne..te gr-atifica:t:i.on 

of his desires~> and by using his social ins·ti:uot rt1 "th ra· .. 

t:tonal o:ou tro 1 ~ the e;ood person 1r1.11 benef:J. t others~~ !;'o -~he 

same time he vdll be a true lover of self by not becoming a 

slave to the beck and call of an appetite which is insatia~ 

blee Ra:therll he vl111 live ·bo fttlf:t11 consoious purposes an.cl 

go&.ls" 1!\J.rthe:r.more, the vir"'tiuOufr pE;rson 1't111 then. be more 

selt-sv.fficieut because o£ his reliance. on :lnner quali·t:tes 

ter.na.l oir01:uns ta:rJ .. ces ~ 

Virtue as a Mean 

Iu one inst;ance it would seem .. lihat more.l vir"Gue :i.s a 

meana Insofar as mora! virtue implies living a life of 

moderation in i'Thich. pass:ton :ts nei ·(;lJ.e:r. oompletely rep:r-assecl 

nor satisfied :i.ncU.scr:tminat~e1y 11 ·then the 1i:fe 9f 1>'1,r-tue 

rrould be a mean q :th:ls life would en tail moderation of 

feeling and ap:propr~t..ateness of t..YJ.e OOI'X'EH::t, feeling in the 
... 

"(){ ,.,.~,+ s~ ·'-unt·i on ..... *OJ·- v .,\.. ll ... ~-- - --...~ o As for be1:.o..g a me~.n in the sense of being 

in the mJ .. ddle o£ two specifics oppos:t te emotions il 
I 

Ar:tstot~le' s cl.efini tion o:t moral ·virthe as a 1n.ean ts too 

A.:ristotle himself ofi'ien abandons the concept .of mean 

in "Iih:ls sense as be1.ng inapplicable in many canes. For 

example 11 there is nt' mean in reference to theft and murder., 
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These are evil in themselves and admit of no excess or defi ... 

ncu."rovre.r sense is not ~.lvra.ys applicable also when he gives 

as e:xtremes of one emot:lonll .feeli1lgE which a.:ce not really 

. . 
is th$ OJ?posi -te of courage ~mile :rashness i.S: op:pos~ ·te dis"" 

c:re"c;iono l .A.cco~"(.1ing to Ross 

.. -rrh:::d~ he L_:;\ristotl£7 has see:nJ) -'c;ho·ug .. i-1 he has not ex.,. 
·r--f.'"'r'""""~, 4""" v·o..,...·\r 1,~p-11 ; !:! ·E'!ro~-l· 4 n »?~""'V' 01.:1~""'"" 'A!:;I-1-.,l'\"~"~1 J!--=4 V'Oi-';>1..:.itV ... .:. tJ Y...l.-<J ~'l -J... ~ .,.1 ... 0 v.t.;.c;;. U $J ....\...,,~,. l.U,t;U,!.O' .c .. ~~~ Vl..~ ;,4C11 U\,.;,.,..,f-.t:.;. 

ree,ct:to:na to stimv..la.s go in !?ail's o:E opposi t.es.. ~'he;ce 
:ts not on.ly a t;end.ency to avoid de:nge:r 9 bu·t & ·henden-oy 
to ~u~h into 1t.2 

Ross further states 'that it is jm=rt a ve:cy :freq_t1el-:tt. accident 
7. 

that the right .ao·Uon ia 1~1·te.r.mad:tate be·trreeu extremes<>..:> 

v.trtu.e according to Ross 1.s not that i·i:i is e. mean. bt~t tb.at 

j,.:t is an 8.1J].)l'OpX'iS .. Ge aot:tpn d'e'te!'m:tnecl by a righ"'(, r'.J.le OJ:' 

it 
:orin.cipl,e"'l · 

It m~y .be qi.J,entioned w·hether 't}?.e:ce 5.s a :psycholog:tcal 

his r0n.son.l! contemplation beil.lG -';;;he supr.emA .fonn of ·hh1s 

1Ross, 
b. 
'Ibid., 
t:'"l'l\~~""' 
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First~ it has a.1re$..c1y ·'bee:o. Stated t11.a:t :r:ea.SOll 

:i..s ju.st orJ.e B.Sliect of human natm"'e~ a.x1c1 J.rlsto-tle rtas de~·· 

.scribed as saying th~:t most peC(f.lle do not. live lives i1t 

upt all people ¥rould £iud happiness or pleasantness in the 

:ther. m-r..y all :v~ople have the same abili ·ty .£or .oont;emplation~ 

ti q:l.e:a. t roe.:? on :for mor~l 1.riJ:'-tue ~ it 1rould o eem that in some 

cases one t s i:tmer:).:'G$d ne.tur~ ma~ J.:tmi ·& one 1 s & bil:l:ty to 

. -
i11lether con-'t;omplsd;i~1n slwuld be. consid.e:cecl :the highest 

oorttempl8.ti.on may be~ as A:rit:rtotle holcts ~ self-su.ffic:l.en;t 

5,:1 tll$ whole Ethics outsiA(:) '~~he books Qn i'riends:bi.:p 
~~~ .... "'"'> • -

veJ.:•y .li ·t·tle :~..s sa:!.d to sv.ze;est that mtlll cc-.n and should 
take a ~·ro.rm nersona.l :,1.11.te:i:."est in otheJ: ~-.eonle:· altruism 
:ts a1T1ont. co!;wle-Goly absent_,J. X' ... - ~ · 

xwt eucoura.e;irtg personal interaction 1·Jit'h others.. In "chis 
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says .fc:r. ext1-mple; 

.And those q uali t:i. e£! al"\e n.o b1 e 
to o·bh$r tJeo-ol$ than ·to their 
nobleness- o:{ j'lW'tice and just 

I:f V:t:rt"Ue iS a :faculty Of bene.fiOBllCGl'! ·"the highest 
1d.:n.ds o:r':: it mu.st b~ ·thol:n~ 1·ihich are us?inl to o-t:;hen:<s!1 
a.11d foJ; this !"easm1.. trt$n hm.1.our most ·!ib.e. ·ius't and the 

.i') u 
courageous~ ~ 9 ~c 

J:;r). u:p·hol.ding mor.al. vir-tue 1"*ather tha:tl oon·te.mJil.P· tion as the. 

.b.igheat i!:1ea1 tor ma.u.~ "A:ristotle s<::ems. to be twhold:tug a. 

i~,r:tstotle t s J)esori]!·tlon of Vi:-tttu.e !J.ioomplete 

Ar:ts·t,::;tlets :tdea.l <>:fa rational~- moderate li:te in 

%vi:lich · one deli bera.tely chooses app;ro_:p:r:1.a. te. behav:l.o:r.· wi 'th 

as a slave to ~aasi0n ... th:ts is 

specific acco·unt of virtue a.n.d how to at-ta.i... it is :needed .. 

LiJ;'istotle 's acoou..11-'G of tJ~e p:::rt:lculs.r vlrtuos is o.tso not 
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denoe and courage should apply to ~ll~ no·b just. "'Go men iu 

1t1:.1.ro .No nH;,_"'IJ"'Ger u:b.a:t onees function. :t:n·"'so·olety is~ rational~ 

'deli l?t:r:r·ate 1;)eha:v-"'ior should ap:;.,lyo Ncl ther is the not:to:u of 

virtue 11• the :right rule or princ1.ple wh:l.ch H.oss holds ·ho 'be 

the esf:H~l':!:tial pa.;-,:t of Aristotle v s defilti tion of moral vi~""" 

·bv.~o To rely -on. reason alon.e~ or in other words!) to s·ta:t:e 

on:ly that on.~ shoul<.1 us~ one's r·eaaon to c:hoor:)e co:er·eotly in 

,A,:t'istotle says; H~ehe s-ov.l oon:tinttes lo:nge:l.. .. :tn ·t;he sta."Ge of 

. -error ... \iha.n in truth .. tlJ. Thus 11 rn.o:t"~ speoifio st~.mda.rds to 

each s.:t ·tv.atio:n. is de·termined by a ra-"Giona1. prin.o.lpJ.e o: This 

:t,n ... ~;urn is dete,:mined by practical 11'1Bd.OTI1o 1J}he latteJ:> helps 

one choose the l;'igh.t pleasures an.d avoid. ''\>he ox1.es ·hhat 

should be avoi.ded.., I-t helps detenniue throug)~ del:t be1•a·t:ton 

n.the m;:t:rk to which the man 1·mo has the ;rtu.e looks!) 

Rill says ot p~aotical rtlsdom: 

l?rV.dE:.J.ce is a t:cu.th ... a:tta.ining q,ual:l ty :1.:-a. re:la tiou to ·.;he 
"chinss · th.a:t a.re good for ·J:n.:n.11an be.b.1gs ..,3 · 

.3r.r.t ·1 1 
x~.l.-4-a :flo 131 
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·blle rieh'G rule or stan.dard. 1.f.nioh dete~nJ:"r.nes: mo:ral a.o·tion .. 

Aristotle s s aGoount of ho~..Y p!:ac·t:tcal vrlsdo:u1 is ·acq;u;t.red a:tso 

according ·to A.ristotle is c011cel .. :a.ed '!©.. th the kl.\o~rl$clga of 

ps;:r·-t:tculars.~ ~..nd this lcnowledge is &oqv.i:red tJ;J.:~"'oug.'h e~""~ 

CPG:t:•S.e.llCe o.n.d ~~11.tu:t tion~ !~his aocou:n:t of mol"al virtt.te is 

· ·-OJ.le :rleed .o:o.ly see 111'.-i ch the l;~st pe~·-son. or the mos't{ J_}l·--·')r'lt 

chooses q If the p:cttdeut (the practically i'lise) peTs on. is 

c1ef'in1.t;J.on of the good turns out; to be oix-·cu.laro To say 

that 't·iha:t is best is '~'ib.a·t the beat person 11oulcl choosej;> 



supply the cri te:d.s, o:r:- standal.,d 1)y which the bt!1s·t person 1$ 

to be idetttific1do The s·~ancla:t'd ~r rule i'o:t>; determin:lng the 

good ia s:ti11 n.o·t explai:a.ed a Tnerefo!'·ell Aris-totle ne.ve:r 

:L"'eally g:t ves t;l.!l adeqtla'be def':l:.ui tio:n of' "l.ihe good o 'Hlia/t :is 

need$d is a 1aore. 11recise d.e:fin:t t:ton of vir·tue Ol:' a mo:t .. e oomq 

pl,$te psycholog:tcal def-JCZ'iptir.m. of pre.otioal Tv-l.sdom aud of 

!·.· • ·• ·-;·'· the pl"Uden.t pe:t:>e011 .. 

. . 
co·m:pl e.te p ho~Te'V~i: Ol'J.Q d ef:tnes "'GJ::va good:; 'bhe ~ieh t di Sp\)i3i "'"' 

develov.ine the r:tgh.t d.is:pofJ1.tio:o. and ha1:>lts·1.s 1rmiv-0rse.l; 

h~YWel!e:-C' » once one t s disposj. ·cion a11d b.abi·ts be(;ome fornH:J.d in 

a oe:c·ta5.n diroction~ they ax-e diff'ioul t -to ch$.:nge<l In this 

ha:\tior which bege.n as the resu:Lt of i:ai'l'U:ences beyo.nd thei:r 

oo:.a:t:('-ol roes not .seem jus-tified~~ The sa~e holds t.rue also 

of vlce W..r1ich :;rte:ms f:rom et~ch ineon.tinenoeo To 'blame a per-"" 
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1uo:ral goodlj bu·t s·till cleli b(3ra.tely <::1:lObSes not. "to ao·t :Lo. 

a:ooorc1an.ce ~rith vi:r."tiueq- His o.otion mv.s·t 110ti be a result a:t 

iguoz-a.i1o~ 9 o:t outslde :toro~s beyond his co!'!. ... t4l"o1~ or of inner 

p~yoholog:J..cal for(!es of "Vi'b.:l.ch he ei -tb.er" :b.ao n.q knowledge 

is not morally good~ 

ch.oos:lng ·t.he good a:t,.d, blame hi111 meafi:tng.fully fo~ not doing 

soi .8-!':istotle 119nld have "GO 'establish that $, pe:rlson ia 

tion to cha:nge som.evillatrA .ft. :psychological o:r He"tttphysioal 

~ocot:L."lt of such a po'11er is laclt:'lug in J~,risto·ble's woxksG 

On tJ:.; 2 1f.ao 1 e vrc 
·:·he .,..,1r.:~·1n m<.:~·•'ls v.-, 2!'-~- ... i::il.t 

not exa!iline ·fihe 
eX:J.ll?eRS hi1:1s elf 

amrt se;y t.ha·t he /.trir:d;o-tle7 share ... : 
• t.r .... ~.. • .~.. ......... 

bel:l e.f in free w~11 but tha:t he did 
problem ve:r.·y thoroughl;y·~ end did not 
i·:rl th perfec--t C:Jns:'J.s·toncy o~ 

in. huf:l..an nature I) From mauy of his r.em.ar1:s :~ :1. t. would seem 

:p .. 20lo 
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Once a ¢el"'tr1n. type o:f.' cha:r.'ac-'o(;l:r. hac been fo:r1!1ed~ Arist:.otle 

holds tha·b it is diffioul t to ch..ange 1 tal Once. hahi ts of 

incont:tnent beha:~r:tot' have been :eo:r.med~ :l:b is o.:t.i'f:tcul·t ·to 

1rto lives as :passion di:t'ects 'Hill not b. ear a:r&;v,.ment 
that dissuades him~ xwr u.u.dersta7.1d. it if he d.oes; a:t'ld. 
ho1-r ~n 'l·re persv.ade one in su.ob. a. sta·te -'(to che.nge his 
~r$.y.s?-

The ~ o ~ way in l~lich we have been compelled to oon~ 
s:tde;t7 thes~ o 11 o rns.y pe:rha_ps inaentdbly lead us to 
th:i.rur o£ -them as r:U;l.bi ts -rrhich when once foz"!.Jied a:~~ 
i:t~re\ro.cab:qr :tt::~ed 9 Thls is Cft,li te a 1:!ii.si.~ake 0 0 c ~ r~o 
one :ts more a1v-a.:ee th&-11 is li<:J:•;l.stot:te of "'che co11.stan·~ 
:flux of hu:rn.a:o. g'i:'....a-raoter aooo:cding to age and circum.·"' 
a·b~n.ces 9 ¢ o ~>.:.; 

l\".novrledge~ \·T.!.Sh.s ai"ld ~b.oice o vfu.ether the powe_Z' to change 

ox> act; fr-eely in. (:)ach s:l. tua:tio1.1 exist;sp BS;peoia11y in s.dttlt ... 

. aeem::: cox-rs.ct ·that people ai::'e la..rgt..ly in:fh.1.enoed in chi "'r1 ... 

hood to become l·/h$.t they cto become .. 

:1. t I":Ott2cl. seem that. peo:9le 1-muld be ab1B to a:t;tain tho .J.cleal 

3G-('·1 .ofln _...,:. .. } .. ., -~ 
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B?:>eat chance oi' attain:tng both personal .fulfillment ancJ. al"'" 

mini11g moral good by empl1asizin.g the impor·tiance of' basing . . 

a c1es.o.ript.ion of moral good an.d s'tanclards ·of coed act:i.on 

'oe:rho:os his 
'""'" • -J~ 

01'1:11 -e ·thi cs is x.w t; 
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:b::td:t vidn£\l seek::: ·t1?-e pleasure :i.n act:i.o:n o 

one wiJ.J. devc:to:p .. · One is 

,._e.. 
--.I, :9a:tn is 

::c·esponsible :tor 

childhood a11d are. rrr~bjoct to me.uy €:lrl:vixownental :lnflntr!lOc~ o 

ri O'"l ""' 1-.· ,. 0'11 "' f •:< 
\.-:.. ..-- f,J ,;.;] -- ~... "~ 
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W1.sh o:n.d choJ. ce occtt~; i~1.. 

and ~1/i:r.tu.e do twt coincide F!.lld thtJ.i( 

?r~otico,J. 1d.sdom dnterm:lncn tho r.:trrht rnlo 'Phicl1 
I 

cno.blo.o on•:.:r ·to choeise_. 'Vrlscly the :plo~st.::.rcp and pains to .se(~l;:· 
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life and r~ora1 [;ood seems to be a 1'torthy :'i.dBal fo:t~ man 

espe-ciaily since people tez1cl very easily to go to ·the 

"'~"l ... 4oh "-~.o."'>t:. n~o"'le ..:~,... "'"m t\:!'.t!oo. ·mo:..~a."J- r.tood !:"!.,... ... '"~ t-._ .. ~.n.,..._~ .• 1·'~""~ 6 . ¥i.t.-'-•'- .l,J. = >-J v I' '9 .J! V•V ;::;.,.. rt ....,1,;;;> " ~"'·- ~ "'41!t·l. .0"-w.J:")J}-o~&l 

·ret~ it would seem that l.llOlidi people. wot.tld. :p:t,"'obt:'~bly be hap-

piest leading a moral life2 at least insofar they w·ould 

then be free from the dio:ta t.es of pa~s:ton<~ 
( 

~.ris-'l.'iotlo 's n:w:t"'e n:a:r?:t'01'1 d.efini:'cion of moral vi:rtue .as. 

1?1lioh to ::rt:r.ive con.t·.:::npl.atio::a. 5.3 unsat:1.si'actory because ·it 

. -
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for ~hioh they may not be responsibleo To praise or blame 

beho.•:rio:r.·, A:t>istotJ.e aets on a in the :r.L:;ht direction for de"" 


