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CHAPTER X
IRTRODUCTION

Children with handicaps are numercus and thelr handiocups often
creste & feeling of heluleseness or of revulsion in some nurses unless
they have developed an sttitude which ocan help them to look at the persom
behind the handiesp.

Beosuse of s lonp standing interest in neurclogleal oroblems in
nureing the writer developed her fleld experience, which 1s & required
part of the prograz in MHaternal Child Health Fursing, in the sres of
Cerebral Pglsr; This experience was gained et g NHursery School for
¢hildren with Cerebral Pslsy whieh was designed to meet the neede of
femilies in the South Shore Area of Massachusetts., This ocommunity ex~-

perience wse perticularly valuasble begsuse the murse who works in the

- hospital is limited 1p her countscte with the ohild who hes cerebral palsy

becsuse these ochildren are not patlents frequently seen in the pediatrie
units of general hospitels. There is also very 1ittle informstion svail-
able sbout the problems of care which the familles of these children ex~
perience; therefore, the following 1z presented ss & fleld study about the
probleme of these ohlldren in the nursery school setting.

The specific purpose of the study ie to study the problems of
#ix ehildren who attended the Burssry School for The South &hore Aves and
to deatermine how these ohildren wéra belng helped by ths prograz &8
provided,

It 4¢ hoped that the study will be important to people who are



Juat Seginaing to understand that the child with cerebral palsy is not
necegsarily & mentally retarded child and therefore should have the
benefit of some type of education. Eince the deformities of children with
cerebral palsy make them appear go differeant the possibllity of average or
| above average intelligence is hard for many pecple to comprehend. Even
the parents of these children need help to be able to secept the childtg
' needs in his strivings for individuality in growth and development.

This study may also help student nurses, graduate nurses, and
Bfhers involved in the care of chlldren with cerebral palsy to look be-
yond the cerebral palsied exterior to the child who has the same,®...basic
human needs for acceptance, for love from his psrents, his peers and
others, for exploration of his enviromment, for learning as other children
do and for the feeling of stetus which comes through graduslly inersasing
independenoe...'l

8ix children were selected for the study. The date was collect-
ed by use of sneedotal records and a gulded interview with the parents
and the children in the home,

Anecdotal records on all of the ohildren were kept from October
1962 until May 1963. From the first week in April until the end of the
first week in May the homes of the selscted children were visited to
discuss the child and his problems with the parents.

The literature was reviewed to formulate a plan of spproach to

the study and to determine in what ways these children differed from the

g (Philadelphie and




normal in their needs,

Date llsted in the mediosl records of the children were studied
to elarify and affirs eny pbysieal or nental references made from
observations or from parental interviews.

The study was Limited by the swali number of childres in ibe
school sand the iinltad number of interviews wlih the parents. £As ihe
homes of these parents were widespresd lu the geographle eres re-
presented, more thus one vislt to eaoch: home wag not atteapted.

Chupter I1 contalns a review of the literature pertinent to the
studys

Chapier XIII consisis of the methodoloyy uved,

Chapter IV prescnts the dube and fte snriysis.

Chapter V is & summery, spd the conciusions snd recommsudations

drewn fyou the date presented.



CHAPTER 1I

REVIER OF THE LITERATURE

Cerebral palsy hss existed for hundreds of years., Findings in
historical writings give evidence of the problex end medievsl mossice,
sletures, end uonuments are Lsasting evidence of the conditlon s& vwe know
it today.

The story of the cersbrsl palsied 1s that of children who were

felt to be a Poursge un the family® o were hiddern away from the publiic

Vie*-l f... the soastic hes come oul of the closget." was peri of &
statement made at & symposiun in 1952? After &1l the zany yesrs this

probles hps exlsted, it wss not untll sbout 1930 st peonle hegsn to try
to leern somthing about the numbsrs of cersbral pelsied sxnd give them e
chence to prove themaslves,

Dr. Bronsoun Orothers of Boston was the flret {o degcribs “he
true neurcloglexd basis Tor cerebrul paisy., Dy, Farse Jeriscn, who is &
victim.of cerebrsl naley, hus wdded much o cur <rowledge of ithe cone
dltion end hes glven us o vier of the feeiings of the person in his
satoblography, "Born That Pay." Dre. Winthrop Phelps oi Baitizore hes

P

arovided much valuable informetion ¢n the dispnosie ond treatm&nt.’

1&.%. Deaver, Csrebrsl Paley, M¥ethods of Tvelustion »nd Trest tE ent, Hew
Hebllitation Monogresey IX (The Inetitute of Physiesl Hedicine
and Behablliltatlons Hew York Unlversity - Belivue Kedical Centsr,

.
P

Peyciiotoydcel Problemg of Cerebrai Palsy (Chlcagos The Ysnster Seal
Society, 1Q5<§ e 3o

’Lemver, op. eit. Peka



*Of aouree, the first need of a child 12 to be en
sdequate child. He needs to feel pecure, wanted,
loved, Hs ngads to be shle to relete sucesssfully
to other children, to do what they do, look ae they
look, somak s they spask, nlavy s they olay, ¢nd
live as they iive. The child who is disabled «-
vhysieslly, emotionally, intellectuslly, soclally -
faoces &8 great variety of speclial hesards in his quest
of beaing a9 adequite ohild, %4

Dr. Ohermants gfutement pakes one swire of the need of ihs
cerebral naleled child %o heve alose pesr relsbtionthips ap 1% L¢ through
these that he lenrne %o relate to othere sncessafully. If ha 4z unsble
o be among his seers in an vorestricted nelghborly wey o slace xusd be
provided for him whers he gen heve these valuable expeorisnces. Lhe
nursery sotool for children with Cerebral Peley provides & beginning
iearning experience for the child ir en etowepiore wnicp he 060 GnGeEr-
Btand hesruse Lz hes etherr eround him 1i%e nisshlf. His rate of
schievement iy ors compurebls to that of the otber children o he does
ot bwoome w: dlscoureged in hls sttemples

Teie susmpery of 2 saotdica of the Midecentury ™ite Houss
Conference raport gives & 200d overview of the busic need of children
whather norssl or handisupped,

Ia childven, deveiopment of persomsiliy reprssonts

the most compllicated funetion of the humen organism

but doer wot conslist of parts in the orgenic zense.

The development of locomotion, sengory, snd soelel

capatities avd indlvidual sodes of deallng »ith

experiences have & proper rate and zaquence which

is ioportant in physical growin end feastionsl

harsony, These can develop only 1 develeopment
proceede z2oeording to the groumd plsns. The pre-

4o, paco Oberman, Editorisl, Rehsbilltetion (Msroh-April, 1962), ». 2.




school yeurs ere e perlod of eaterprise and imsgipation.
Phantasy substitutes for literal execution of desires
and the meagerest egulpment provides materisl for

groat lmaglaning, The ¢hild iz no longer pulded by cut-
siders but iz beginning %o form & set of idaeals for
himeslls He muet be given lsewey snd encouragoaunt to
help him develop to hie grestest potential ability.

He nesde © heve 2 Teeling of sonievement, & sense of
identity, & sense of intimaey snd, grestest sf all, »

cenke ol Iahesrity.

Tre influence of Gengeuiia. Guerscborislics pisys &

grest part in hovw he develops. From thelr differences

in sevsitivity, tewmpe and rhythe, bwolly resistuoes

and vulnerability, intellectusl emdiowment, speed and

rhythe of growih, lhey wiil bullié thelr osn ilves snd

gouls,

His parents feelings mey be markedly affected snd they

difler iu thelr relstione 3y thedr handicepped child,

so may push hlm away. The ghild 1 likgly to be

affected by hWis lfaelings shout himeelf,

Gince thers are so meny weys io shich eniidren zey 4iffer, fe it
any wouder that the cerebrsl psisled oblld or any other handlospped
child iz treunted e *4iffevent®? Evary Serebrel paliied onild is
diflerzat fros vue other i Uie beginanlng becsusge of the way ia wnien

nis vreln 1o Jsmeged. Ae meods nalp fros oz beginglag or &3 soon as

the dilfienity is dlagssseld,

v, g1
’-‘»;f by

In 2is ook, ] Gorlsty Browe who Lo & saversly

physiciesy affecte’ cersbre. pricled peravn faye he f2eis that cone
fldence snd folendiinwss sre Jur move important then medicii ireavsent

15 baiplag the serebral psisled ehild 3o grov amd devalo)p soundiliy.

Sxiéoasntary fite douse Lonferends, 3 geslthy Persenaiity for Fvery
hiid, (Washington, D.C.; Health Publicetlons Institute, Ine.,
185%) pps 3~39.



Ae thiaks thet the minds of the cersbrsi pelisied becomne sg twisted &5
wielr bodiese unless they ave helpsd to undersiand thelr own problama.&
By sseoelsiion sl others ilke nimself the person with cerebrsl uisy
gtands 2 better chuncs of schieving &t hle own lovel ingtead of needing
o eompate »ith pon-hapdlcepped purcong. By dolng this he zeing btoth &
Teeling of belonging spd & eense of gtatus. The multiplieity of the
nendioaps msy moke educatisn an sxiremely complex situaiion but every
sbyslealily handiesvoed ehild has & vight to &an edueatiun nven though he
may never be painfully ﬂmployed.7

The cerebrer psleled ehild »1th bie circumseribed .ismitztions
of movement lLaces bresdih in exnerience. He cepeclelly needs the
stiguieting experienese in s purgcepy sehool to develop Lils intellectusl
suriosity s goon &t he Ly resdy for s groun situstion. He aust lesrn to
Live snd take psrt in grouy seilwitles to become fesiliar wiil the world
outside nis home for optimel growin and development. The nursery clsss
#ili &laé pels the ovalvallon team to determine shst the ehild might
sehleve, £g he begine o expend his knowledge and setivities st the
nurrery scaool tho observetions should becowms more a@aniﬁgful.g

The gerebral peleled ehlld hee an even preater srohiem in bee

6Ghri£ty Brown, ¥y Left Foot (Hew York: Simorn znd Schuster) 19455, p. 146
Thenver, ga. el pe 55.
8"&even Fgpentisle 1o Fduestionel Planning for Children =ith Cersbral

Paley® Progrsn Bulletin Ho. 5, (New Yoriks The Cerebral Palsy
tssoclation, Ine.) 3. 2.



coming an gdevpute child for he hes nle own spparent handlospe to resind
him that he s different. In the home where he must coumpete w»ith nofe
nendiengped slibllinge or in the cozsunlty where he is looked at ns 8
creature for curious serutiny or something repulsive because of his
blyzars movemenis, he freguently becomes wilhdrswn. Ae he grows from
childhood whare he resilazes hs is different but doss ot worry about
it, into adolescence rhere e beglns to know se exn never be ag his peers
are, he gannot be sxpreted to compote. He tends %o zlve up xod withdraw
uriiegs stimulsted, If the ehilld is exposed o srrly aducation with
other cilldren iike himself he at lesst doesn't have to try o aszke
simeell iike those zround hils and csn coneentratie on experiences which
will kel: hila to develop s psrsoneliity of his owmn,.

Thne exuserientes snd senlevomenis of the children in the
nursery school ntelpy meny of the Lurents Lo resiics the dupih of the

probiess thelr children heve,
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Thals study wes bepun in Julober 1707 apd emded in Bay 4563 s
ihe Hursery Sehool of the United Cerebrel Palisy fisoeictinn ol the bouth
thare Ares. Lne 80h006L war lotatey in throe roows of the Dsoond
Cnlversasied Chureh in Columbus fquare, South Feyrouth, Hagrnchusebis.
The mels voos ol the ichool wau esulpped siith the upusi slsows
of nursery acnm@zbfarﬁitur@ stug eowme sueelsi tablers spd rcholrs for
eniliren »it: cersbral nslsy. Tiis roow wae ususlly lbs seens of wuech
sovlvity r& wone of the children .iked 0 remals uniet for very lung

-

perbods of $iue.  Taedy plary zetivities wers guided fowerd mesnipgiul

.
A+

i

vy to e dswent the shysloas therspy wilen ine onlidres re-

ceived, The second roow had » lsrye tebie for sexle, the tpocherts

degh, st o= table Yor ohanging the ehlldren's cilowhes. & Uiled voom oohe
nelued eote uwoonn whie: the ehildren regted lpasiisisly sfter Luneh peorlod.
The gersornel o bhe progress ineluded the nend tarcher who was

by may of & Basterts Pegree 1o Hdueation. Thie wog ber firet

yorr in surgsey stuesailon s thal, besldes lesrnipy sossining sboutb

b

nendilig ekddidres el serebral usdsy, sis hed 0 lesrn oow Lo wovk rith
voung onlidres o8 well, The ssalstent tescher sks o oineiold cersbral
sadeted serron ehin attends Boston -t Teschers Loiless sl lang W
psecry o guaddiied tescher fur asmdiespeed enllidrew, £ wolunieer =iso

;

sgsivted dedly. She w38 & plldly reterded pouny adult »ith cersbral

pukey why cas omprbie of oeving ier sope of the Fivalesy nweds of the
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eniidren under guldsnee wnd supervision.

n Vednesdsy the hysiecsl therapletl, the occupetional thersplst,
and the speech theraplst visgited the sohool. K visiting nurss snlso
mafs & weekly vielt to ohech the echildren for :weslbie lalsetious discuses
or other problems which nizht nesc medical sttention,

The offices of the Ddrector and the Ceralral Pelisy Tresisent
Center ware ln Quiney, Musseachusetts., ALl of these peosle involved in the
eare of the cnilldrer were psid by ihe Unlted Cerebral Pelsy issoveiation
of ths South Ehore Ares,

Tae Director of the local sssociztion slgnes the requsst per-
mitting the study 4o be done beecmuse he felt this study couid help the
éssoeiatlmn o determine the effectiveness of ihe prograx to the
children and thelr uarents.

Eieven c¢nlldren wers enrolled in fhe sthooi mhen the stuly
began. Six of these chlldrevn were peiected for study,.

The snecdota. notes whien nrd beeun mude rogapding the six
oh:ildren {row Jotober uniil Februery were siudled znd » (igt of the
probieas of ihe chilldren made, Next the notes from Februsry to sy were
serutinized for sicus of lsprovement or other chunge,

Seversl of the chlldrente parents agpesred go interested in
digcussing the probless of thelr enlldren &t a perent-tescher mesling it
wes felt all of thew aighi be interested in pertlelijpsting in the study.

During the firet weex in April the writer starited visiting the
aarents of the children sclectec for tne siudy., Telsnone eslis or

short notez sent home by the children secured lumesisie response and the

time for the vislis sere made at the conveulence of the parents., All of



the vislte were geds in the afternocon and in four of the howes both
parents were availedle,

Az spon asd possible afler eech vipglt the Informstion obtained
wes recordsd, This sas asuelly dons upon srriving home a4 night or
esrly the nssl morning.

The psrents vere suked the following guestlongs

1. Fow dld you lsara shoul the sursery sehooll

Ze  Tay 414 you sond your shild thore?
3+ Woal chupgees huve Fou 2680 &8 & regadl of nis partlclpatica

in the sohooll

4» How have gou psrofitied by zaviong nla thoral

8, Do you ioink bevivg & ourse Lo the senool is of waluel

The intervisews were piszmed to imst spproxinmetely btws hours,
instesd iney lasted from cne 1o six., After the questions were answered
the mothers found pretexts to keep the interviewer with her., During
these interviews the chiel ioples of converssiion centered sround the
oilid with cerebrel pelsy aud his elblings. The ohildren were in and out
of the room fov various ressons so thet the intersetlon batween thea
couid be osbserved,

¥hen tre interviews were completed sdditionsl informution wes
guined from the children's vecords whieh wers svailable ot the treataent
center. This informeation clarified the indormation provided Wy ihe
perents &ud gave & comprenensive view ol us hyslesl end neatel

capabiiiting of esch ehild,



CAPTER IV
FINDIRg:

The data wes first eollsetied on the yroblems of the ehlldren
which were evident in their dally eare in the echool progres. Thise wes
folloved by ome interview wits s Darent or searsate of ercn ehlld in the
rome getting.

¥aen the psrsnis were contacted by telsphone ¢r by 2 note sent
home with the child the proposed visit wes warnly welcomed. The parents
knew that the interviewer woe & rurss who was interested in their
childrents problems.

The mother of sne 1ittle boy had had seversi peychotle ejisodes.
¥hen vislted she war & slessant soft spoken person. Tha interview was
teralnated ef ths end of ore hour because this mother was becoming ip-
creasingly vague #ith nervous hand zovements. Ohe,sowever,tompleted
her regpontes ta the five specifie gusstions,

In all of the other homes the interviewer wus asked to stay
~untdl the fathers came nowe s2 tre mothers thought the faihers would want
o telk with her too. This proved profiteble i every cuse ee the
fachers brought cut thoughts snd feelings which hsd pobl orevicuely been
axpressed,

Bogt of the shildren were exclied when they focund the nurse wes
going bome with them. A% she bod no eny at her Jdluposel shv vort Lome
vith the children in the schaol taxis. The ways in which the differsnt
children showsd thelr excitewent was interesting., ZKelly oried and acted
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shy, Bllly wore & big grin all the way home snd went immedistely to show

off his new little brother, Frankie could not be quiet but because of the
exclitement sxpres:ed himself verbally by aquesling. Paul asked every so

often for several deays before, %ire you coming to my house today?®

¥ith oaly one sxeeption the children osme and asked to be
allowsd to sit in the writer's lap durlng the visit, In the school one
of the little girls hed sat in her lsp and another of the children wus
held to quiet her fears during the visit of a strsnger. One of the
mothers seid she thought the children wanted %0 bo held beeszuse they felt
that this wes their perticulsr friend sv.used this wey to show their
brothers and sistere they had a friend they could bring home too.

The problems that were noted and the information that was
gained during the parent interviews wili be discussed in the following
paregrephs.

The responses to the questions were ng followss

i. How did you learn sbout the marsery school?

"The doetor in the clinie in Quiney thought it was

time for her tu start nursery school sc he suggested
the cerebrzl paley school.* This iz the general
answer given by the parents of all except oue child.
This ohllid was enrolled because the parente thought
it was time to send him to school,

2, V¥ny did you pend the child there?

*hecsuse I thought she might become less dependent
on me &5 1 couldn't leave her at all."

®] think it helps ohlldren in a family to be away
from home snd their families some.®

*To learn how to get slong with other people.®

*5o she would have some experiense at being away from
home; then, the doetor ssld she should go too.



If she doesn't lemrn anything hut does have &
plece shere she can enjoy being, I'11l be
setisfied,®

*They told us our son wes o retarded c¢hild, This
disappointed uz so beeause to us he seemed so
bright, ¥e sent him bocause they told ue to tut I
donft know what to expect,®

FAround the nelghborhood the kids never play with
him unless he has & new toy they like and a2s soon
az that 15 guone they quit playing with him agsin.
He geta so lonesome 4 he hag t¢ play by hisself
that he wants toc sit sround the house all the
time., At least at the school he has someone to

play with.”
¥hat do you feel that he has geined there?

*de bay learned 2 lot. He talks wore than he 4id
ard I balieve his attention span s longer now, I
cen't remember nearly ss many of the T.V. programs
as he oan and he knows when to turn the set on for
the ones he likes."

*He has learned to know so many more people since
he hes heen there. He talks about the others and
it sounds just like smy other four yesr old.®

*She has made progres:s in some ways btut has forw
gotten some of the things she krew. Ehe won't

even Lry to use her crutches now and we had her where
she wonld use them with very litile help before she
went there.*

*e 1sn't a8 clinglug s hs wes and he takes care of
himsslf mors. He knows moet of the letters of the
alphsbet and I didn't teach them to him 8o he must
have learned them there somehow, He likes to draw
snd color nov too.”

fPranicie talks more clearly and kpows more people
than he has ever known defore. Hz calls the names of
the children there and likes to tell tsles of wshat has
happened snd to whom. He is hsppler sinee he is
going %o school as his brothers and slster are.®

*She talke more and is interested in other phildren,
especinlly thoge in the echool, BShe will stay with
a®sitter® now but I heve to tell her well in advarws
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5.

that I%m golng 4o be wway e she s¥ill gets so
upget when snything new is introduced into her 1ife."

How have you profited by having hizm there?

*¥hen he's in sohool I cen do my shopping. Then
100, I can do ay house work faster =hen I don't
have to stop sc often.®

*$hile he's at school 1 cen leuve the baby with

wy mother and take the girls with me to do wy
shopping. I put the littlest one in the stroller
gnd the oldest cns likes to waik. I couldn't do
thls when he was & home &5 he got upset AL I
forced him to use his oruteches and he le too heavy
to earry. If he'd ride in the strollier it would be
0.E., But he won't,”

*The taxl pleke her up &0 late in the morning that
I have to wait until she leavas before I ean start
ny vork. Thet makes me 80 late getting steried
that I's never finlshed before they bring hsr home
sgaine I never seen to get ay houre work done.®

*It glves me time tc do my bousework. Bince l've
besn siek I haven't hsd & chence to cetch up and he
does need ontertalning.®

e 42 sesler to eare for &t home movw 23: he at
leest has outside interests shion help to zake
him happler st home,"

Do you ihink having 2 nurse in  the school iz of value?

*I have felt much more comforteble sbout sending hiwm
to school every days If he hed a aniffle hut no
fever I sent hic on becauss I knew the nurse whic was
there =ould let me know i{ anyinipg developed. 1
think & nurse 1z a blg help becauss she knows about
well children as well ag alck ones.”

*Having more exeralee avst heve helped beocause nis
baek is stronger. He sits up mueh stralyhter st the
table now,®

"I think the main walus of » murse in the sechool 1
that she does understand the dehavior of handleapped
childrea,.®

faybe heving a nurse 1o thes gohool sight heve made



him loss scared of people in white than he used to
be. He used to have a tentrum every time I took
him to the clinle apd now he doesn't."

L nurse mould be of help in lovking after the
general health of the children.®

Sunmary of Interviews

All but ope of the children were in the nursery school ae a
© result of referrsls from the doetors im the eliaie or treatment center,
The other mother decided that her son who wes mentally retarded slong
with his eerebral pelsy must stert to school when the other six yesy
olds did but was wise snoush to seeir ald in her selection of a schoopl.

Hogt of the perente expressed the need for thelr chlldren to
have playmetes who sre of similar age and phyrical deveiopment since
the ohildren oould not get out in thelr own communitias to play. They
felt the children would become less depsndent on their parents.

ALl of the narents expressed the thought thet their ohildren hed
learned something new aund thought it & worthwhile experience. &ome of the
areag in whieh the ahlldren had improved secording to the sarents were in
speech, lenzthened atterntion span, had become move like cther children
thelr own ages in the way they reacted to conditions cutside the senool,
had some gain in emotionsl maturity, and in having outside contucts as
their siblings hed.

Ehoning was essier for the mothers when they didn't have to teke
thelr dependent children with thex snd the housekeeplng went more ssocoth-
ly when 8o meny stops were nct reguived,

The problsms whieh were evident in the sneodotal potes regarding

the children in the nursery school are claasified according to the



following categories: punociuslity, pesr relaticansnips, tocilet tralnming,
dressing and undressing, wobility, snd emotional instabiliity. These
problems of the chlldren will be discussed in reimtion %o menagsment and
finsl results in the nursery school setting.

Funetuslity

The nursery schocl houre weve from 9 e.m, t0 £ zem.. The child-
ren arrived in the school between 23130 end 10 a.ume The taxl drivers
wore back to telke thez home by 1430 p.m. mo the ohildren never spent the
full time in the school. This ssme texl service provided transportetion
for sehool ckildren. It appesrs that the genool neriod for the children
with cerabrel palsy w28 not recognized ag inmsortant becsuse there were no
foraal classes o be atiended,

¥hat doss lsck ~of punstuality do tothe growieg ehiid when it
contimes dsy sfter day?! Hany of these children sill. be expected to be
on time for weruiar classes in the publle school system and lster if they
sre able ic work, BReing taught punotuslityr now is lsportent for later
development of the senmss o belng where ons 12 supposes wo be &t the
time designeted. A gonsultoti n wae held with the owner of the texi
gervice. Some Llazprovement wae noted but n2 real correction of the sit.
uation was serlieved,

Only ons of the six chiidran eonld pley out of <doors slone; the
others could not walk unlees sssistance wag glven, lions of the children
pad peers in thelr own commurities so thst thair mozt Traguent contsect
with other children was in the home. Other chlildren discussed by these

gix wers usually sidiings or an ocosssionsl eocusin,



Eech ol ins chdldresn o the school leérns! the nwses of e¢ll of the
other chlldren aud, though one 0aild had little gpsech she Xnew the name
of wuch child, &he showed thai she knes by turaing 1o look snd sometines
to point toward the ohlld belng spoken Lo, Pear rolstionshise wre ime
portsnt for the estublighment of self-esteem, In the asursery spchool
getting vhere averyous +lie had glaliar sroblams che onildren 419 not
sppesr dlffereat and they eould progres: st thelr own roie Lo Uie itusk of
growln and develoaenb,

Frery 2111d 1 the group geleotsdl for the study hed enme problem
with tollet trainlug. The orly 29d1d el enuld ge Yo the bathroom by
nimeelf wae s nenipleple. He bad o have ael) 2% bz vould b festen bis
pantes  Two of the children sere shiill vearing dlspers =#nd plastle pants

at the begimning of the yeer but they never wet thelr dispere 1f tolleted

During sn orthopedic cheekw=up et the Cersbrel Palsy Tresinment
Center the ductor suggeeted o Paylls futher {het by «ight try the child
in training panis Llrgtesd of Jlepers. Soon =flar, Paul csxes $o school in
training pants, He Iomedlmiely took rsrponalbiiity for wrking o zo to
the bathroom spi the tes hour tollet iripe wore sugpended, & short time
sfter Paui started wearing pmnts an occassion arcose necessliieting s ghone
esll to wie home, 43 dae woiler wae 111, the [luther susrered und at this
tize he was comuended For carryiag through on the doctor's sugpesiion.
He seemed pleesed vhen told how well Paul hsd rsected to the chenge &t the
school.

¥hile zelking =iih the pecond child®s mother 1t wneé learned that
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ghe had been Lokd ke yuer hefore 4o dresy her WlUiZe Lyl In slecks.

*&

This pother wap uelng divpers snd plastlie pents ag ¢ preeruidonsry
wespurz, Bhe inpedlately respondsd bothe slpple ruggestion that she try
her daugh¥er In dresgses end pontles.  Mihewgh e 118510 glrl can sey

very few worde, eche had lenrnad o sey Fhathroom® when she yented 4o go.

A effort wes mude W heip the enlidrer gals somoe lrdopondence
in dressing end undresevioyg ihewsedives by lettlag then rsoove and oot on

thelr owr entdosr glothing wlth cinlpal sesimtance,

Twe ehiidren could romove “helr own oubtdoor clothing sione, only
oue could pub thew beck on agaln., Unz cuuld hang up bisz esxi, The

others were helpel o haokg up shelr coass to try w creste 3u swulreness

ol ke need for teidayg cere o ihelr own cioihos.

Cre mosher used sope sigpors »ith levge ringed pulls wnd sewed
ther %o etripe of cluih which she stteched 0 o plece of board go that
the childropn sleni preetioe, The zigpers wer: oboefioed froes old jsokels

they were tue sap:s o Lhoss ablich wers on the ohlldrou’s juckots.

Button siripe with large hutdone snd butiontoles wers nlso wude whieh
vers saey for sruil Dingere tu manisulute wnd wooden shoes vilh lorge

helsg were uyeed to tesel the calldresn how to lace *hielr own. Theae
seened 10 help since ihe zhildren were encouraged Yo play with them snd
they were evallable 1o e pley zrea 87 2l times,
Only voe ¢hild feiled %o ghow luprovemeni in removiiyg her own
Jeacket even though help was alss provided by the oooupstional thersplet.
A% tba baginniuﬂ a; tz ygar fhe chxldrr »ere plaved in chairs
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when they were brought in by the tuxi drivers in the zorning. & puszle,
besdg, pletyre hook, or zoge oiher tuy woe given Lo ‘hew ond they played
with these toys untii julce time excep? for short pariods when they were
encourayed to wall under alase gupervision =r to go to thr bathrooz.
After lulee, roll esll wos token ond the pledpe of slleglence wa: sald,
then some tyre of groun eetiviiy wie errlored omtil lunes tine.

One moraing when tart of the staff A3 not arrive before the
children there ere not enough tine to toks off coets, mike bathroon trigs,
and provids vayz Infividuelly, The f0yz were slsoed lv the aiddie af the

table for thone intereste? Lo zidting in chalrs. Tho otber ehildrean
wore bl down or the floar near & lorge Yor of blscks, Phew % rest of
the »taff arrived 4wn of the children with lony ler bracez ware Jlazt on
thelr abdomens buslly digzing in “he bor of Mocke and 3id i muant to
stop even when fulce time wey aunsunced.

Tes of tve mediumc v=lch normal ohildven uxe L thelr uvisy ere
pretiv well ont of *he rerct of thape younggters. Thelr Lo Shlngs ave
snow and dirt. Ove noreing the tescher broughd rome onow Mo omeXe & mmeld
snorman. ALl 6f the ohiléren aidsed in Lt's congtrucilion *hen wolched s
it melted, While they wors buliding the cnoemen, they (i the lextire
of the snow, srelled it, tested 1%, rubhed 1t on thedr clothes and on the
teble, For reverz? ders they watehed the grow on fhe ¢round ef 11 welbed.
Bome of thelr cucstions were, "Frere doeg 4% come frowl®™  "fhy L& 1t coldi®
o made 147% *Wr e 1t vhite.®

Ar spon rg the resther permitted, the oplldrer rars ixken luto

the vard *to play. Seme eelred vp srd dowr or thelr crutehes and 314 rot

saem s& ufra nf !allin« g trcv hu? indcerﬁ. Cilsra wvere put on &




blanket on the grasa, One 144%1le girl ako Lo usvelly afrsid of new Aje
periences crevled fron the bMlenret o plev siih tha meres avd in the
dirt,

Another day whan e ghlldran wers slaying 10 the yurd the
voucher dendded o oo to the gtore nert door for n large rsll., fome of
the boys agks? to o slone,  ds 1 vepult Dlene wewve prde 40 4oke £1) of
the ehlldren, There were four zduite 2nd elght children = that tha trip
wog wade withont ineidence, The ssles neople In thw ghore pnt tha other
austomers trasted the mungrters Iugt sz thev wauld have apy o'key 2hild
who migh? hove hesn shodeing with thelpy navante, This wee = pood lecrne
ing erparisnes far sams of  thesa ahildren, Thay wers nrnsnitet shoud
the sige and anlor of the hall and were allowed to kold 14 sed Jook it
over befors 1t wes onid for 26 thot exer ehlild eouid feel Shamt “o had
had & mart in the Hurshnse.

Eesr of Pulling

A1) prnant A ohildpen sors afratd ol fal'ine,  One evild
wallked wld” 2 1imn ot “{p Ralonss was good,ra1f he 234 foll he wus rae
laxed aand newer hyuvi himealf.  fnother shlld wonld 20942 fron his chalr
*1th s thowp, turn over o his abdomen apd te%e off Lo the Mlrauilon in
whleh ho wanted 4o a9,

The sgzirtant teachar supzesisd holding the ohild's hands i
helping hir 4o well, I7 *ha ohild wae gtssdy oroygh 2onwe e walkel heside
ninm an? sliawed hiin to hold her hand, If the enild erill seemed afrald
the sersen ssxistine walked bLmglwnrd gud had she ahild 1old bath of her
hends, The ehildren ware encoursge’ To inok where thew were roing ine

gtead of

Aenending upon thelr sssistants tn lezad ‘hem,




Kellyla parents Loupht her 2 hslimel 9 protect hor head as they
were rfreid ghe would £21) sleo, T™e helwet wae prrpanted 42 her for her
birthday and for days after she would let no one romove 1t svan for asp

- time, Thir seenc? 2o yaks hor Teel wuth ~ore zesure,
211 o tne etlldrer were jut on the floor t0 3ley £9v oert of
the time, They zers sroouyezs? 7 5o to the toy cusboseds for the toy they
wanted ingtesd of =ultlry o zomsore ¢ Bwdng 1t in tken, Thov goun
gtarted to g froa Joe rogn Yo the sther 1F athsre woprs going »%s oould
“walk.
By the en? of the shudy 211 < the o ildvan hed ralined rume

Cfesling of woeuriiy snd the e boye the 2ould wove rrout wlthaut support

were  woviag eboul or thelr bracer srd evutehes vndsontedy 18 ther felt

they were yolug doen ey lecrned b0 throe thelr cvvlcher arey from

they =p? o dowr relexsd, The tre pirle relexed snouph 8o thet they
eould weil w1tk ope hand v oenything fhet vould glve *hen » reppe of
':bﬁlﬁﬁﬁiﬂg stebility, Yeny tiwer the thinge the irle resched opt foe

ware not stehle et 2% Lesgh thor peve dher ewotionel enooovrt., One of

¥

i

io end dowr the gtplrs by halding the Werlister

i

Mwee glrle lesyned o oo

g

- on ocne eide.

CBmotisnel Ipptsbiiit

There were tws oilldrer 4 dhe proup ho erled frecucnily.  One

Ched s tendeney Lo oary cpch Uimo o new sULY aums wnnr Der brh Liise was

. 8ble tobe sround & zvoup of Tourtses Sirl Secuts sithout 2 whinper and te
Cpley nepsily with fume =f the plrle,  Fhe orded seer time the hysicsl
theveslet sypreected he, elitouph ehe had tne sioe eversizes st :ome

datly. By the =nd 2f e eloht ronthe S0l erying tould o -onteolled to




s cerisin degres and the erying pﬁribdﬁ were not as freguent,

No one could determine what made Bllly ery so much. Ou some
days he eculd play & geme but on other daye the ssme gome brought on e
erylng jaz 1f it wae even mentloned. On some days he could hemdle his
own clothes when he went to the bathroom then on oiher days he would
stend and ery until someone pulled his pante up for khim, There was no
- apparsnt improvement in thias condition, in faet, 1t cven seemed to grow
worse. fHe also started wetiing hia pante again et latervais even though
. he had been tralned for more than & yenr., Purther informstion about
this chiid is presented in Appendix A.

Physioelly all of the children had pretty well estsbilshed

bladder and bowsl ocontrol because the training thet hud beern initisted in
the home hed been consistent by extending tha'training into the school.
Kuscles were strengthened by allowing the children to use their bodies
at thelr own level of ability and by eneoursging good posture.

Soeielly friends hed been made with whom the children could
relste sud there wepr. sXperiences whieh they could shere »ith thoze at
home on & wore equal base. The ehildren began to seek waye in which they
might gzia parent approval. Articles that were made were carried home to
_ thow to “Hazma® or to sister or brother.

The sattention spans of sll of the children incressed in length
rith the exception of one. This eblld continued to Jump from one thing
to another during the entire study and, 1f nol allowed %0 lesve the group

vhen he became restless, he would begin to distrset the attention of the



-2 -

others. Intersetion z2 & group or with one other child could be observed.
411l of the children learumed to say "me 300" or "sslt for me® if they were
being left sut or wers afraid they would be.

Only one child feiled to Zaln some messure of #elf help in
dresaing und undressing, The other children learned Yo romove their own
¢oats and nats and to try to put thew on egain. They sould only hang
thelr ciothes up with asssistance hut wers eagear to try.

Bobility wus lncresged by ellowing the enlldren to move sbout
£¢ they desired. By introducling excursions into the nuresery currisulum
the horizons of the children were broadsned,

The feare of felling which were displayed by four of the
children were pertiaily silasyed by helping thes to relax. ¥ith relaxstion
ceme the desire to wove aboutl with the lese affected children.

fmotionalk stabllily wes improved in all of the children except
one, He in turn seemsd Lo grov worse.

Some of the ﬁrablg&a uf the ohlldren are not directly spplicable
to the handlceps of the ochildren, They come with the inabllity of others
to realise tue importance of helping the childreu set up realistic goals
and to wori with them in their efforts to achieve the gosls,

Charecteristios of the children are deseribed in Appendix A.

Other pheses of congers in care of the children se sxpressed by
the parenis are included in Apvendix B.

A resume of the meetings held during ihe yrur concerning the
~ ehildren snd thelr families are given in Appendix C.

Excerpt of Intorviews und Observations |
The parents expressst the neede for thelr children to heve play-



- 28 .

sates. It was noted iz the scheol that nome of the six chlldren seleoted
- for the study ever mentioned peers «ith whom they played outelde of the
zenaol. The observer sls. noticed lun two of the homes that the siblings
of the children played with the child with cerebrel psley until some of
thelr peers cenc %0 vialt them the hendicapped cnild sur iinored. The
handicapped child was not £eliberatsly livored but could not keep ptce
rith the mon-handleapnped children.

Cradual development of persosailty tralitc were evident in the
aneedotal records kept taroug: ithe signt month perled. The parzats aleo
rentioned #ome changes,

A need for the children to bs with others of siniiar mental age
end physleal ability or disability was sires:ed by all of the gothers.
ALl of the parents clted changes in thelr children shich they thought
the chilldren had gained by being with osthers of like coniitions.

Teo of the ochildren wers observed 1o geln some mmturity in
smoticanl growth., The parents comflrmed this during the interviews,

Develogment and laprovement of heslth hablts wers svident in
. better posture, fewsr bladder snd bowel sccidents, growing sppetites se
the children becane move scilve, eni the desirs o bscome wore ipe-
depandent ln dreselog snd undressing snd la caring for thelr own wlothes.
. The parents mentioned these zccompilahments and peemed please? with
thalr children's growth and developmend,

In October when the writer first entsred the buililag =mhere the
senool weg loceted ghe could hardly believe thare were chlldrern present
85 the stmosphere was sc quiet., By Moy the children had developed into

 individusls emch with idmss of thelr own. A% times 1t became hard to



- 26 -

hear snzbiving but ehlldrentl They wvarse wall os thalr way toesrd be-
coaing adegusbe ciildrsn =1t0in thelr oom rights ord osps®litdas.

In Jomasry sod szale Ln ¥Mey 1962 nestings were hald with all
of the aenbsrs of the towg {or sara of the shildrzn with sarebrsl pelsy,
fpedudirg thase ln the tesatment cander and the pchindl present.  BRaex
ehild's sroblsse ond duprovenspts or regressiops were dlscugsed, The
Payenslogiet ool the Pedlsitriplar soted vs guidas for the discussiosas,.
Thege meetingatelped t2 elerlfy the preblame snd provided the tosm with

8 belier vpderstendiag of cops in ohleh ihey sight help the children,



CHAPTER V
SUBMARY AND CORCLUSIONS

This study wae conducted et the Nursery School of the United
Cerebral Palsy Aesocistion in South Feymouth, Messachusetis. The purpose
wss to determlue #&iah of the problems of six children whe sttendei the
Jursery School were being helped by the prograa.

The information waz derived by using two methods. These weres

l. Observations and eneedstzl revords of the ehildren

included in the study.

2e A gulded interview with the parents in the honmes.

* Gonclusions

The data revesled that the selected children did have problems
which eould be helped in a mursery school program whers 2ll the staff
worked together to provide an opportunity for the ochildren to experience
activities within their individual cspabilities, |

The grorth and development probleme of the six ohildren with
cerebrael pelsy selected from this nursery school zere partially solved
in several aress.

1. Peer relationships were improved by alloxing the ehiidren
t0 heve more free play time 1o explore and develop thelr euriosity and
imapinstion. A& longer observation period wii: the children would be
reguired to deteraine how much help the chlldren sctuslly mod.

2, By placing the mentally and/or physicaily dlssbled child

.w$th others & similar nental sge or phyelcal disability he may develop o

- 27 -
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the fullest sxtent of his potentisl capsbiliities,

3. Atiendunoe in & nursery school helps tc relleve over-
dependeney on the parents.

4+ Development of good heaulth hablie such as posture, tollet
training, and dressing can be lmproved in a situstion wheore others are
heving the game problems without smbsrassment or imhibiticns.

8« It would appeur that the child with cerebral paley lesruns
best how to be an "sdequate chlild® by being allowed to explore in & non-
gtruetured stmosphere wlth his peers,

b. A more seecurate pleture of chiléren with cerebral palsy
can be obteined by meetings of the entire school stuff { a team zpproesch).
411 of the pertinent points of the observatlons of those in the
imaediete care of the children in the school can be discussed »ith the
psychologist present to olarify the material shloh 1s presented.
Interviews with the perents also contridute to the total pleoture,

1. & sinilar study with a larger group of children to iscrezse
the validity of the findings in this study,

2+ Progrezs in nursing sducsetion to include information about
 the famlly who experienses & child w»ith cerebrazl palsy so thst ail nmurses
are able 1o help perents in this ares.

3. in orgapized parent group in the South Shore Ares especislly
for per«ate of children with cerebral palsy.

4s A nurge included in the tean of the Unlied Csrebral Palisy
Aspocintion of the South Shore Ares to help in coordinating the work of

 the Treatment Center, the school, and the homes of the children.



5. & study to determine whetiher chlldren with cerebral palsy
aight not eventuplly develop a mode of ambulsiion of thelr own 1In the
sursery school by being wbt on the floor shersa they can follow their

peers with the zesnz st thelr diagosal,
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APPENDIX A



APPESDIZ A

TONX

Toni =ap born & nermel litile girl sxcept she wes smell weigh-
ing only slx ocunds wad o belf, Yhen she wad sight hours 0id &he began
o run a tewperature and to have convulasionsz. The doctorz thought et
firet ghe might have suatalned pove injury st birth % she was slso
sthowing symptoms of e braln haworriage.

Not lowng nfter phe sterted having ithe DMrst troulle thay
natxe@d’thaé her liver wag enlarsaé‘aad ghe gtarted vomiting biood. She
wag 2 very sick 131ttle glvl lhey seld snd they Sida't know whiether she
would make 1t through those first three days. Waien five days old she
beceme jesundiced znd her bilirubln wum elevated & & replacensnt trung-
fuslon wer done, Folloslng thile she begen to lzprove & ilttle.

¥hen sghe wap one aonth old, the peromts sers told they might
texe her home bub the doetors at that time had very little hLope that she
© would survivs for sors thes three sonths. At three months they still gave
tae perents uo hope that she would llive.

At thls time the parents were alsc told thel the csuse of the
Lliness was a virel infeetion unc the reason thay dida't leasrn what 1t
was sosner was beasure it was the {irst time ihey hed seen tels in 8o
small an Anfent.

Tale family lived ip s falrily new suburber comsunity 1o South
Braintres., AllL of the homes Lin the area ars of slallier cunstruetion on

pice large lote shere thers is plenty of roow for the chlldren to play.



There arc many chlldren in the ares snd Tonl ir zccepted by then and they

sheelchelr,

The father works Lr eonstruction po msker & yood Ynccke while
he Lg worklng but at times vhem he L out of work the fruily bas to draw
on se¥inge o fesk uncmployment sompensailon. AL times hey brve o
rob Peter to pey Peul® thes serosbls % sivalthten the negs out leter.
Thlc meker geying for nureery school attenderos for Tond cuits on expenge
when they heve feur other children nnd another baby on the way.

Too sether 42 & plerssnt friemtily perren who ern talk pretiy
freely abtout her feelings. BShe wes vulte upest over the teyd =ltuaiion.
She #eid,* The chilldren ore supposed o go to gcheol from nipe to thrae
but they sever do ess it ic sbout ten olclock some soriisge shen the
driver coges for ber and thie is & prodies for me, I got her resdy then
dvess the boys and put thar out in the yard to play emd she's giill
waltivg, Py this Lise sbe 1 getting restless erd begine to get fussy eo
I kavs to sutertasin her until they come, Itttz g0 late vhion dhe Lesves
that Itve just golten my work started when she's bsck agein.®

Y wonder 17 the other mothors wish the sowe thing I do? If
they would Just make ihs hours nise o Welve or ti*él’ﬂs o three and
stick t¢ them I would iknow how to prraonge. I think she i hapoy there
and that's the most izporiant thisg Lut 1t zure does wear on me, 1%
would be ersler for me to keep her »t home than to f¥o) with thie.*

Kelther of these parente {alt that ths dalll sreated any
provlems,. Thelr other ehildren ars younger thun Tonl wits the ex-

e=ption of one, 8o thers ls always somecne for her to play with.
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They do not sppesr ioc be iooking Forverd to sze what »ill hepren in
the future but sre iiving with thelr proldse ohild cn & vy o Jay

baxis.



- 35 -

PAUL

Puul vag » premsturs beby s wers all of Hes. Gl ohilldven.

He w#ap the third in s iine of four. A1 birth one of hig lungs 4id not
sxsand proverly £ he remained in sn Ilpeubustor for sbout & month.

Hig blrts welght was four gounds snd five cunces and he wug
born by cesurian sectlon. The effecte of lils cevebral uzisy were
evident very ssrly. Hoe w5 disgresed as o spastle paraplegie.

Peaud wug in s treastasnt center for aboul six wonths shern he zap
tno yesrs old for surgery =nd trzining. Durlng this tims the mother
wes delivered of her fourtn ¢hild snd developed & sost-curisl psychosis.
Bihe was hosplitelised in & ssnrsl hospitel.

Tae faither wope neitlny » good galery bul the strsdn o the
child's bospitnl bille plug the wother's an’ the homewsker who hud % be
Gired to cure fov the other children wea 100 much for the besi of
saiavies, Panl weae taiken nome ¥1ih 8 referral to ihe Cevebrsal Pulsy
Ciinde in Qulney for physiesl therspy and nursery school. A&t the school

he wag the youngest child 2o he recalved guen aitention, espseisliy since

@ hed = vepry well devalonsd personsilty sot o blg grin.

The perznte were led %o beileve the child war meptelly relerded.
Of ibls, the mother sald, Wie were so disapoolnved becsuse he peenwd so
briznd o us.”

Biines he hes boen thers For twoe yours Lo hey liornsd 1O Hnow g0
many reoyde. He telics just ilke eny olher Jour yeur old smd pets like
nis older bLrothsr en’ sister did #heon they weprs iis xge.® The mo'her iid

0ot Tnow the writer before ot evidently bner she hed Deen cdolng the
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ehildls exerelse: ol the senool Lwies & week becsuse e commenied om
how mueh streighter the cihlid sste

The feoher commented, ®He has lsarnec two foze up for himself.
de dosgn't lel Zhe other kide publ anything over on tiz snd sven someltizes
st rte the lghte He Les iearncd to use nls crutches better than soue
oX the older children st the school.®

"You stould see alwm <o tricke, He ilkes to silde off o7 the
gofs vnd turn x fhlD.®

The firet oneounter with this fether was a2t & Chrietmes Play
sregented by bhe Ldult Tereblrnl Palsied Young Peoples Club in the South
Biore sress The onlldren wers inciuvded in this prograw so the Tuther
had texen Paul oans his slisters The fsther waé relher abrupl snd seened
reigetent 9 talx £1 thle meeting. DLater when the hlid wae seen in
the Terebrsl Palsgy Cilnie by the Urthopedist {or evaiuvation the wrlier
wng prasent iv uniforn.  This smust beve glves hin @ sore relaxed feeiing
with her becuuse slpce {nen ne huag been more friendly.

He plves the impression é: bedng herd tut zipee he hoo hed to
cesyme the rogponsibdiivy zs both sother and father &t times opd direct
the vonndny of the home peen wlih tos mother there 1t iy sugpecied ‘he
szxtarlor wns agsumed to cover his smxleties atv saving & hendlesnped child
and s wife who wes wpeble tw beke Tull respponeibility.

Tae fanily wes Sseibolle asne must bave sttended churon felrly re-

sulerly g2 the ipittle boy telkel about going end slweys npmed off the

whole family as sttondants.



JHCK
A% seven monthe of age Jecok wee 2 henltiy dthriving litile boy
who was slttlng nlome, beginolny to pull hlwsell %o 2 stendlay position,

znt beginning to try to forr simple words, He beeape L1l with

3,

nylocoeesl pneumonis and frowm thig develoned & reneveiized inrsction,

o

Fhen be recoversd f inesy five weeye lator he no

p.x

rowe this 2nell of 14l
songer dld eny oF ,fé‘tbingw be had been trying o do belove e beeage
11l.

He was ol hteen monike 0Ld before he trded o sit up soaln and
the oniy way te oookd Bove ahout waze By 2ittlog or the floor rud by
sehkrg hie rlat hand end oot he caul& pronel blmsell sbout. luring thils
time the docters @xpiﬁinﬁa to the garents that thelr child haed esrebradl
neley. & setlefuctrory exslawstion For the Cruse hae never Leeyn clven,
The sorents were toid thet durding the helght of nis 1lines: the cbild
asd # ter simute resolretory arrset but the cosiorz wern ot sure
snether this 9as responslble or not.

e purse met Joek's sorvsniz » few weske sftsr che etarted
sield work at  the nurgery schools 2% & paront-toacher meeting the
perents offered o drlve her ic the bus.e Durlng tne rids ithe subjeet

enlidren end thalr probloms erosv.  This ledt o » discusslon of

)
Bl
£

aereuenas Jepiings snd the mother brought we the subjeedt of Juel snd kis
educstion. ¥e was alvendy seven years old and she wsp treip 4o think

ahecd for a solution o what to Jdo next. ®ets aseuislly returded vou

7 "—

intothe zeho0d ayeiten. 1% Liue o xeen hip

goin

inow, 8¢ e sen't gevn hlm

in the nursery sceool for evother yenr bub I won'it wnow



iet me oy not.®

¥hen the inverviewer went 4o the home lster {or & visit the
anvher was orpecting ber so they ned & nies lom: ohnt before the

wother brought up the subjeet of ;o8slbly hserdng he boy in the nursery

K

solool sraln., She sxplained hov much she

that

he 748 have someone U olav sith

noat home he wee slone Yoo much.
The sarepts ete losging shesd Lo the idme viepn the boy will no

Longer be s child and ere trelng wo find some cocupeticn he een .sern

which 211l net be above bl menta: »nd hysical caiseliy. The nolher

e mentionsd ooselbly bhelodng o ron s filiing ststlon but the futher
temedivtely belped her 1o see that thie ssuld mor do.
rers gre two oiper children in thie foniiy. The dsu hiter is

slng snd the gon tso wod g belf. They own theiy own nowme gt ¥olleston

pa ong =T in the alddle income sTUup.
Opee af the probisse the perente eve havine rizht now ie trying
o helpn Jech stbeln the inowledge he needs for hkis first Commundion in

tne Latinolie church. He recogniczes the pleturass

sre using +nd cxn
gxplals but this ewplenstion iz g9 sizple the® s aelest 1o ot pure
e Doy understendr what ke zhools be zetbluy from thes.

Too gofhier war nulte uwosel over the attituds of the priecgt and

wug teterained 5 o bo soseons else L Jeck wer not seospted the nex

o d

time ne o lried,

seeording 0 the sother, ithe feather of ths child 1s mot too

dlsturbed over the child's ohysleni s menital oo

idtion. She suld zhe
thsught ner husbend dio nob ses the eidld dp 5 worss idght bseunse he

e o broailher sho wer born with “u&»isxe qeforwi*i@e %o 1l nor in 8 state




ingtitution. The children in the fatherts fanily vere Drousht up ith
the bellel thel thelr brother wasx intendes to be inat way 80 the ourente
had nat trled Lo have senything done for him,

This mother's heelin 1z not too good but she kesns utting

off heving anything done sbout 1t untll she bazs W g0 to the hosznital.



KELL

Kelly wae zuch & orelty iitile zlel. Her neir wag Lizht browm
and turned us sround her fsce in soft vingleis., Her eyes were lrirge snd
biae with long silky leshes snd well shaped brows. Her complexion wsus
falr wlll: rosy cheeks and i1ips but sbe had & ragh sroond her mouth from
time to time e she drodled alucet continuously.

Ehe smiled vesdlly but wrasis into bteurs alkost s& euslly.

Her gpeecl wag alest snd distinet most of the tize Dot »hen she became
exclted she ecounldn't talk.

Kelly's mother dresved her in pretty brisht coiored dresces
wnleh wslways looked go fresh and giarchy. Durlng the wipter che wore
leot:rds to kesp her wvell shaped irgs warm. Her icotards alweyse
antehed her dressed ang her shocs were [reshly poilsghed,

Tuis litdle girl «ith cerebral palsy »ss the second of three
enildren born Lo the ¥M's. She siowed glgns of her bruin Jamapge ourly
gu Lhe osrente vere alertsd for possible problema. The cuuce of her
cersbral perley wus never determlned. The futher sald, I 11 had been
the nidest ope we gould huve understood 11 bhetier beosyse shn vre a
gipht. She looked Like she'd bheen besten and ghe didn't breeibe for o
couple of zinutes.®

gours old ond in the second yredas

The oldest girl wes wighi

Ene wes wlko 5 very beautiivil ebild., The baby of the fanily sz & hoy.
He rag 2 oround roly-soly little guy whogse ocoloring wes exncily the

= hig sleters., He wes tnvres yosrs ald wnd 81l hoy.

anwelie w1

= ?ﬂ*b& tng ﬁ“? fﬂwi;v novse id iraakton‘



Mrs. M. sade zimost sll of the children's clotbes plus keenlng
her pouse zad woviking occcessionally ss & practier: rurses in & hossitsl
e HON@.

x,

Hre B, wez an electriclsn who made an sleguete itiving for the
gupport of hie fesily, The main veseon Hrs. . worisd cutside of the
hane sap becznuse of Eelly's dependenwy,

¥elly had beerme oo densident on her sother that the mother
could noet ba out of slent witnout the ohild hsving wrn enotionel out-
hurst,. The mother decldes (hat 17 she ware not there Kelly would hove
Lo go to zomeone alse.

Both of ths perents vesllzeo Kally's ilsdtetions shyoleoaliy end
weantelly, Mr. ¥, gsld of her mantsl dlsebility, "Ths doctor gsld ihat
zhe wes cbout four yesrs old menltally but I don't thige shels pore than
three.® Both of felly's jwrepis discussed the problams spd poseiblilties
freely =ud had begun o think sbead o whatl mey happes ln the fature,

Kelly wag & well-developed zppeardng flve yasr oid viri. She
¢id not gtend or walk wlthout suoporit but could hold onto objrets aboud
aer W go frar one sleee 1o another. She had such & Tear of Zalilng
‘hel she mey never wuix rlons. |

Hor slgtes sad brother aecepied her snd did et appear ailected

v Ler defecte. %her they wers pleyving in their own hons »=ith or without
whelr riemds they ineiuded ¥ally but vhen they went wwey Zelly osleyed
lone.  She seemed saticfied o sli  and play «lons but enjoyed boing
wiih them when Lhey wsre zround.
¥re. % sxerclend Kelly rerulerly cseh dey byl 4idn't zeen to

get very fsr ﬁaawxu h%lal”, the exilﬁ ﬁair Mnscuiar coordination and
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telanes.

Kelly »ee toliet irained ano couid Jeed hersell but

- weare her totel sell help sccomplishments.



i

BILLY

Billy slsn ilved in Broocxton, He hed » left hemiplesis wnd
an altevnating‘ﬁsrahiamu;.

He weg the oldest of four chiliren of s twoniy-one year old
nother. He wonld be flve yesrs oid in Qctober. One of iis sleters =es
three yesrs old, the other wig sighteen months old., Ths baby brotvher
w&g two uonthe old.

Tnls iittle bory hisd an meotlonsl probles ss sart of his
cersbrel peisy but so many other thiogs hed heppene? in “ix months of the
etudy whleh could effect s iittls Doy that it wae lmposelible to teil
wizlel was csusing bls orying and nl: regreszion in tollst tralinicga

The Ssiher was an oholde evho had lef't hose severel times
then returned bot ke wae out of the wome at the time of the study.

Juat before the new haby wes born in the Eprivy; the orthopedist
hes preseribed s brace {for Billy and sterted hir op sruteh waliing.
Piliv 1iked the brece wnd goon lesined ne ¢ould walk without the e¢rutches
but the doetor didmtt want hix %o do this.

L the gohool he used the crutches readily but sl nome horst
ints tenre 18 bis mother tried to get him o use them., Lt home he had
besen solng to th: tollet alone Tor sose time snd covld manage hie
clothes suite welly In gcrool he becsme very diaturbed if roweone didn't
tage nin to the bsthroom srndd wselh For him o oull big pants up.

In ¥ereh the doetor praseribed plasgses for him becavee he wag

neer sizhted wnd pecsuse of uls streblspus. Later the doctor nisrned to

chungs 10 a

i Leng aver ﬁiE best ﬂy» 10 trv to help hiz to use <he



pOOr aye,

4fber he received the glasbes, he stxrted wettiny hls .onts
azain. Ones might agic, whet will happen vhen Billy is force’ io use
the sye from whien he cannol see culte as well,

&z young =& Mre. B. wep, she seeme’ to rhuve » good knowledge of
growth snd development., Her house wae neat snd clesn and 21i of the
chlidren seemed healthy sovund .litle tobs execept for Blily.

She reslly ned s lot of regponsivllity, but che was spverently
copable of nandling uer young growling famlliy wlth the help of her mother
who Lived in the upper osvl of the beo family “ouse.

2

Tre income in this femily weg rother Lladted snd she 288 ree

cedving Ald to Devendsut Children te suprlement,



FLANCIE
Frapile wee not in the nursery school untll the izsy of

November. Ha 1z

fd

seven-yarr-old Jewlsn boy sith gusdrislegia fue %o
serebral sslsy. Hie monial sze e belov svervee 50 he eowid not enter
sublic gthool in the Fail when hie telin Seemy did,

Franikle and Sseuny buve thick shiny bleoyk helr, uanel eyes, »ith
tise: syebrowe sad eyeiszshee, und heslthy rosgy complexions., They waore
identlesl bteinyg ot the omiy evidenmce o thils frot i 1o be found In
thelr colorling ond feelal spresrances,

The day fraacle flrst came 10 marssry sehool he sat silumped
in nis ehele wite bhis hesd drogwlng zpd seld unly sn ocezssional rord,
He hed cricd in the taxl on the way bubt etoppsd by the time he rexched
£eiogL. He hae just Locome tollet treined so ted s {ew sceldente oelore
e searaed he hed o tedl somecns when he wanted 0 20 o tie bathroom.

A puzaie wue just that b0 bial He vould stuck the pleces us on

Yoy ol the freme thes announce ®I'z through.® He svon bogon o wetch

vhe other ochlldrer ard try to follow shet they <id, He gould be led inds
setivities »nd, with help, iesrncd 1o finish sihort task:s without losing
intevrast,

By February Frangiels voosbulary had ineress 4 snd the things
he said were eassler to understesnd. He learnsd wo oull himeelf un in kis
easlr w ar erecit position but hse o be reminded 4o 4o so frecguentiy.
About this time he was gyt down oo the fioor W plsy with blocks.

Bloek »lev didu't lsst long as ke loved to crzel nhoud,

espeeially up and down the corrigor. He couldn't w»ali bub when down flat



on the floor moved about quite rapidiy on his forearzs and knees,

Frankie enjoyed having & part in shat the other children were
doing such as working with dough, paints (most of which he put on himself),
valentines, Easter beskets, and in going out of doors to play.

Be learned he could wriggle down out of his wheslchalr by him-
self so when he was out of doors he got himself down on the ground so
ke could follow the other children as they moved about,

After & few weeks Prankie knew the numes of all of the children
in the school plus those of the personnel, His taxi driver talked with
him while they were traveling as he lived so fer from the schoolj she
started singing to him one day sc sfter that he tried to sing too. His
favorite song was, "Oh, Johnny®. Frankie couldant't sing nor could he
learn all of the words but he tried hard enough for two 1ittle boys.

His mother sasld he ceme Lome every day with some tzle sbout
whet happened at the school. One day & ehild fell from a tsbie and re-
ceived & mild concussion, Prankie went hows with this tale and the mother
saf quite worried; VWhen she ssv the writer the next night she aeked
sbout the condition of the other ohild as her gon had mede it sound as
if the echild had been zericusly injured,

Frankie and Sawmy wore born Jamsary 11, 1956, Frankie came
first then Seswy followed seven minutes later. Frankie welghed three
sounds twelve ounces, Sammy three pounds five ounces.

Both boys ate und grew but Frankie w»up slways harder to feed
than his brother snd by o ysar of age Sesmy was lsrger snd wore active
than Frankie. Sinee the pzrents had bad experience with premature

bebies before they scrt of knew whst to look for in caring for these two.
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¥hen Frankle bad reached this sge and was slower in growth snd &cvslap-
ment the psarsnts were pure aam&t&ing was wrong with him so 2 visit was
. made 1o thelr pediatrliolan. Frankie was dlagnosed e a cerebrsl pelsy
then, Sammy did not agpa#r to have any bralm darsge untll he started
%0 try to walk and nls heel oords were so tight he couldn't put hig feet
down flat. Frapkie bhad remained slower than Samay in every way.
Eazmy's mental age was apperently normal or a little above
sversge butl Frankie had been placed at about the four year 5id level.
The parents of these boys have twc other children, Roel was
thirtesn months older than the twins end Jeanne wes ten years old., They
lived in an eight room house in Hiiton, Massachusetts. The house was in
&8 clean friendly relghborhood acong others of middle income families,

' A hedpe surrounded the small neat lawn which sepsrated thé
house from the street, The house was pslnted pale green with »hite trim
and criep fresh ourtains peeped cut through the windows. Inside the
nouss was furalshed neatly and wes alwaye elsan.

Mr, snd Mre, H. were interested in the welfare of thelr chlldren.
They kept them nestly dressed end took an interest in the children's
. outside sctivities. FNach ohlld entered nursery school when he wss old
| snough exvept Fraumkie who was not ready for it at three years. &ll of
the ochildren except Frankie sttended Hebrew School beeides going w
Public School,

heoording to Berlow and Sellewl Zammy's description fit that

1p. Herlow snd G. Sellew, op. cite, De 596
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of the average seven yesr old. He was & co-eperative member of the
femily und wanted approval by his parents so tried hard to mset thelr
stondards., Hie posture war erect and his auscular coordimation good
except for his short Aehilles tendoms. Boclslly he was friendly and
outzoing wiih everyone ineluding his brothers and sister. fHe dressed
and undressed himself byt liked to have someocne help hinm with his braces
and shoes. When he hed on sneekers he put on and took off ris own,

Frankle on the other hand, had nome of the sttributes of the

geven year old except size. He was ususlly co-operative and wented
to do but could not. His muscular co-ordimetion wue very poor. He
souldn?t stand or walk without bracez and support and only moved from
one place to another by erawling. He couldn't dress or undress himself
nor could he spea: distinmetly.

Kr. H. drove s speclel ceb during the sohool year then pleked
up regular taxi service after school was out. During the school year he
 tenk fegulur fares from the time the scheol ohildren were home until six
&t night., MNre. H. sald he ususlly left home about six thirty in the
morning and was never buck before six at night. .By long houre snd &
determioation to do his best he supported hia family comfortably.

The twins had been & pretiy heavy expense for this femily.
Thelr shoes slone cost alout fifteen dollars & palr then there were
siaptore that had tc be sdded betause of the braces whiech both boys
wors. Ffrankie's breces cost $275.00 but they could be‘ased for several
years as new bends could be sdded snd the braces extended at knees and

snkles as he grew, Besides the braces Fraukle had erutches, » walker, a

. wheelchair, parallel bars for walking, and recently the futher had had a
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stending teble sade for als,

In addition to the twins with thelr cersbral paley, Noel had a
gpeeci defect. He hald sttended & speech olinic ila Juiney twice & wesk
for two yaurs 80 there wus the expense of nle therapy and wo way
transuartation for two people to Quiney and back.

One morping the daughter who ie ten years old ssld 1o her
mother, YYou ailways hslp the boys dress but you never help me. Frankle
gets all of the attention asround here.®

Reeilzling the resson for the outburst ihe motiier started
aeking Jeanne to share with her in glving the others atteontion so she
would have more free time. Jeanne becamne an sctive member of the team
and began to 4o wmore things &a the home. This gave her mother more
free tize so she stxrta& wkiag the girl out for an oceasssional weik or
trip into town snd the little girl settised down to loving her brotuers
again snd stopped aampiuininé #0 much.

Tuie wep the best adjusted family lound arong the six homes
visited. Boil: perents showsd 80 wueh interesi and pride im their
scoowplishments instead of ecomplalning of shet they didn't heve ihat
the nurse developed a deglre 4o ses more of ther and enjoysd going baek

lster.
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Eelly's perspls veallszed the lmpaet she might have sn the other

children when they grew older. Botk Mr. and Nrs. ¥. {0ié the futerviewer
that they heu sgresd se soon s they found Keily woe pelsled that i s
time ever came ¥heon the others lives would be «ffected too much by her
thet they would instltutlonsilze her.

¥r. M., seid, "Bs, Nairy snd I, erc sorry she is iike she L1 but,

you keow ehe 15 %ind of cubte sl she gels en arm arcund you and ghs holds

o5 8% tlght.”

"I guess God knows wts He's giving keandicepped children to. He
kpovg whlch caels ean stnnd LL.%

Fravkie's psevents both tuiked freely of hie mentel end phyeicel
probicad. The father seld he hed triec for & month to tesch Frankle the
three wsin colors but gave up bepause bhe reslized he wee ot getilng soy-
shere and the ohlld wee only becoming fiustrated,

¥re. He euve of ¥r, H. *He exerelses Yrenkie every nlght snd
apyihilng theat anybody menticus which they think wight help Freniie he
either buys or mekes for him."

¥r. He sopmented @n'thﬁ problen of Frankiz having to be lifted
80 wuch end whet & job it wes petiing to be for his wife to do. He ( Mr.

He} come by esch sfternoon about the time Frenkle sot hows {rom achool

 to earry him to the bathiroow end remove his bracee so Wrs. He wowld be

- mparid some of the bedk Lreaking works

)

Frurkiels twin, dsmmy, wss to heve his Achdlies tendouns
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lengthened in June. During the vislte the intervicwer mude it this home
ghe was nckeld geversl cuesticns by the ¢hilid., EHe wonted to kuuw about
the injections he wmouid heve o bave and ghout what was 0 be Jdone to
hiz feet.

Toe soming vurgery was Alsgcuszsed by Ssamy, Lic uvavents snd the
aurse. Semay wue spperently satisfied by the explanations 2f why 1V was
necessery to use injoctable drugs vher anyone Hud so operatlon snd sboud
shere the parts of hiz {est which reeded fixing were. Re wanted 1o know
whether the strgery sculd Lurd or pote He w28 bold thet this wei the
veascn pedrle were helpnd to 4o W siesn 8g they would not feel the hurt
then.

Barmy »us 1ot Yoo haspy 8t ioe lee of “he ®shote® but declded
1t would be beiter to have then than o be uncomforteble. Hs talked
freely about the hospitsl, how long hie casts would be sod hux long iLay

would etey on, and sakbout using Jrenklets wheelchalr #hile he couldntt

T owalk,

Bie degire to vse the shealchelr was 4he omly Indiceticon thie
enild sver geve which would meke ome mware he feli he »28 not getilng the
e treatment hle twin wsg, In other things he traated Froakle Just os
the cther sexbers of the fawlly did. If PFrankle slipped down in his
chalr wnd o one elfe weg thers to pull bim up Semay would gral his by his
ghouldera snd glve him 8 tug to help hism upe

Mro. R., Billyts mother, had & few guesiiona concerulng growth
snd development of sll af her childres Wt wes especie.ly coaceraed sbout
the need for both of har daughlere to wear corrective snces to prevent

tham ‘ram tosing ~n. ?ht yaang&st r¢ tuuhlaa over ﬁﬁ? own fa@t
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frequently.

The type of shoes these little giris need plus Billy's specisl
shoes meke qulte & largs shoe blll for any family. Added to thie cost
there are the frequent changes necessitated by the rapld growth of the
feet of children under two years old ani the youngest of these little
girls wee only eighteen monthe old,

Tork!s mother wes more disturbed by the tardiness of the texi
pervice thun any of the others, although seversl of the children's
wothars mentioned it, £he said she did not think 1t fair to the child
to have her ready at nine ofelock then expeet her to sit and walt until
ten before the taxi came,

¥rs. L. #ald vhen Toni and her brothers were playing in the
house Toni would lie in walt for the boye to trip them Af they aggravated
her., Her mesns of retalistion were apparently to bring them down to
rher ievel,

Though Tonl geened 80 vague and uncommunlcative she did smany
things for herselfl ihat none of the other ohildren in the nurzery school
oould do. &he took her own bath and was very uvhappy if snyone lnsisted
on bething her. She could teke off and put on her own clothes If there
were not too many buttons. Her shoes were high laced ones which she
e¢ould resove but had not learned o put baek on yet.

Tonl could ride & tricycle und manipulate her wheelcheir but she
was afrald of falling to try to welk alone. Sinee she has shown so much
initlative in other things she may find some way to walk for herself,

Nelthey of Tonl's parents seemed tc vresalize the imporiance of the

 future for the child and, in & way, thiz is probebly neturzi as they were



nover given any hope that the child would live this long. A%t First the
dootora would say "perhaps three months, & year, ancther six months®

but since she outlived all predietions the pursnte had spperently sdopted
toe sttitude of "walt znd ses.®

Pavl's mother 18 not ohysically or emotionally capsble of
giving iz other than the sspential early mothering. ¥hen he wepy two
years old she had znother ohild and developed s postepartal psychosie.

Wre. Go had ned some problems with peychoses befors her
marrizge ther was sarried for seven yeare before her first child, & girl,
wes born. All of ker children sre premature znd had to be delivered by
cesaresn section,

Peui wag in & Trsatoent Center during psrt of the mother's
hosplteiisetion sc dié not feel the result of her ebeence from the home
€0 wuch. FEvidently after she returned from the hoeplta. the mother cone
tinued to trest Paul as she did the young baby s he began his sesond
year in the nursery school &z s rather f{mmature four yesr old,

In Februsry 1963 M¥re. G. returned to the mental hoepitel for s
pix weeks treatment z2& she wes having some irouble again. Juat before
she had to go Maok to the hoeplisl she rvan ocut of dieprre one morning so
had to substitute training pants for Peul, (It was really by secident
thet be came out of the dlapers so soon after the doctor had zeen him.)
By ¢he time hiz mother returned home Paul was pretty well pettled in his
tollet treining and rarely hed an gecldent.

The nurse had plamned to vielt this fapily as part of = study
progras. When the first phone esll wae made the mother talked with her

. snd seemod plemgad that her family had been gelscted. Another eall made
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a few days ister found the father trylng %o ksep up wiih his job and the
home s the zotuer was in the hosplisl.

Br. G. frankly told shat haé happened about the penis then
lagghingly szid, "He's bask 1r dlspsre today, I've run out of training
pents now." He alec ssked if anyone iknew where he might find e
parmanent housekeeper,

Ao clder woman wse gzent 0 hism by e femily homemaking progrem
&0 he got rellels Thic women continved the pexty hsbdt plus cering for
the home and all the children,

fhilas the zother wes in the hosplte. Paul moved shesd repidly.
Sinee Paul did pged exercise so badly his braces were removed daily at the
nursery scasol ao he could erawl plus having his three deys of exerclse
there, He was put on the fioor on his hunde and knees snd encouvsged
o muve about freely. The nresilsag beceme & gepe »ith seversl of the
children tryingilo rece from one room o the other or up and down the
corridor.

Paul soon learned he could pull himself up &t the side of the
table and to ciimk wp on the table snd cholrs to sher off to the other
children, About this time he began to tulk nore loudly, hold his hesd
pigaer, and serap for shab he wented,

By the tizme nip mother ceme out of the hosnita. Paul waaz more
iike 8 four year old boy thesn the Infantile setlng one she had left.
Agsarently Hre., 2. ocould xocept him as bie hed grown during her absence
at was cnable to help him grow over the hump fronm infancy to boyhood.

Paul saculd be ebic to grov into a more normzl adult:ood with
exarcise to strengthev his muscles and education should not be g0 muech



of & problea 1f his body grows as it should,

Kre. ¥, had & problem on her hands that had not srisen is any of
the other honed.

This faxily of Itsilsn demoent wss gulte & clossly knit one snd
- Jagk wee the first gramdeon. Io his I'irst few mouths of 1ife he grew
snd develoged 80 rapldly the whole fanlly satehed snd beomme ss prouvd
of his, When the child developed his Lllnesz %ths whole Taully caze mven
eloger éagszher s to bim,

After Jack resovered he mme treated as ome vho couid do ne
- wronge. The motherts effortz to train hiz wore 2t many intervels
interrupted by the futher and the other mambers of the family, Tha
- mother worked for hours O teach Jaek how to put om his shirt only te
bave ope of the others cose slony snd du it for hia when they gevw him
- streggling with 1%,

Bventually Krs. C. become very frustrated and angry when she
sew ber hard wopk belng destroyed. &be made & rule that no one wes to
help Jucz 1o his attempte to learn %o care for himgelf, The family
ineluding the father zust heve realized bow degpsrude she had become
#u only helped him in doing things which are abgolutely lmucssible to do
o wits cnly one hand sueh es bringlag the balt together onp his punte or put
on bis left shoe wit:: it's brace.

The mother's sister was visiting Lo the home ine day of this
intervies, She furnished the information relatsad in the last three
persgraphe. As 4 child the sunt bad rheumatle fever s¢ seenad to

- recogulse the necssalty for e chlld with e handfcep to be sncouraged to



develop independence. Bhe sald she had been ss Yad es the vest about
waitlog on Jack Wot, efter Mre. C. sade her ultimatum, she could see
Bow important it wee fov gll of thes to go along »ith the sother's

ageieion.
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At parenteteacher meetlngs probiems of trensportation were
discussed. ALl of the par-nte iaaaed to feei that their chlidren had to
stey dressed in outdoor eclothes too long while wslting ec they'd be
reedy whea the taxis came, |

The speclsl enoes that ail of the ehildre: muet wear are
sometimes herd to find and are quite expensive, Thls was another
of whe arees of conversation. They excnanged ideas and prices so heiped
eatn ollier in thle way.

These meetings geve the parents a chanee to smeel 25 wmost of
them lived so far apsrt they didn't zsow each other or anyone slse with
children with cerebral paley. The only organizeiion for the parante of
hendieapped ehildren ia the South &hore Area is an orgasizetion tnat is
rade up of parents of ehildren with all typee of dissbilities,

The parents of the handisapped ehlldren with cerebral pelsy
folt this did not give them the type of help they needed as ithelr
probless were different. If they had & ¢iudb of thelr own with &
eauncllor they thought they would be able to help each oiner aore.

In the Spring the persats, teschers, and otnerg who wers ip-
terested in cerebral palsy were invited to sttend & meeting «t the Publiie
Heulth Center in Juioey, Hassschusetts. The complete tcam was present
consisting of: the Director of the progres of the United Cerebrsl Palsy
Asgoelntion of the South Shore Area, the Padiatriciesn, Urthopediat,
Psyenoiogist, Coordinator of the Trsatasat Center, the Physical,



Occupationsl snd Speeeh Therapists, and the Teschers.

The Director scted as mester of ceremonies, He introduced
aceh of the members of the tesr and asked them to explain what their
perte in the oregrsm for the care of the children was,

A genaral but simple explanation of cerebral palsy was glven
by the Pedistricien. He had s lerge drawing of the brain znd spinsl
cord with 1ts structurss on the blackbosrd 80 that he could show the
various aress that were vsually affeeted in this disorder. lils ex-
planationg wepre penred {0 the understanding of the publie and were
apperzntly srasped by all eas evinced by the questions whioh were asked
lster,

After nis talk each of the others explained their iLypes of
educailon, what part they played in the treataent of the children, snd
the ouvteome they would hope to see.

Faeh of these people expressed the lmportance uf the team
approsen to sueh problems. The perente parts in the temr wore stressed
and the peint mede that without the help of tre parents and the publie,
0o iing could be sccomplished.

After the completion of the progrer the meeting wes thrown open
for questiong and digeusslon. Many questione concerning couses and
effrsote ware brosched snd answers were given to the fullest extent
sossible.

At the close of the meeting e soelal bour was held, 411 of
the mesbers »f the tear were present during thia hour to meet and talk

rith those intereeted in any of the problems.



All seemed to feel thie hesd been & sosi eduestionsl evening
and aske: thet 1% be repeated from tlae to time. The parents of the
childrer with cerebral oslsy welcomed this chence to meet and dlgcuss

their childrente oroblems with others eoncerned in the children's care.



