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Paul’s Ministry, a Sytruggle Against Heathenism.

When I read my Testahent,I am struck with a peculiarity.

:The Gospels speak of Peter and of James and of John and of thei,

Qlife with Christ the gre@t Teacher.  And yet when we look at

}preponderance of the writings of one who, perhaps,never saw the;

gMaster before the resurrection and at least was an enemy to him

for some time after that event. We have general epistles by

This fact suggests the inquiry,Why is it so? Did not

]those disciples imbibe that spirit of Christ which included thel

whole world under the plan of salvation? Surely no men enjoy—i

ied greater privileges, under more matchless tuition than did the

|

{that Paul preached more widely to Gentiles. He foundeé those
i ‘

| ohurches to which he wrote. He had a living interest in them.i

i But why did not Peter do the same? To him Christ gave the

! command “Go into all the world and preaoh the Gospel”. We

i

K

L



1ieve that it was the sexception yather than. the rule,especially
during’ his early ministry. *

But with Paul it was’dif?erent. From the day that the
ﬂlgpt shone about him on his way' to Damascus, to the day he wrtolej

i
|

i;hose parting words in the Mamartlne dungeon, His life was di-

!reoted toward the saving of the :Gentiles. He was told that he’
i

wust stand befere princes and kings and he accepted the commis-

i
|

sion. Paul was the apostle tdsthe Gentiles. Not because he

]

was 1 ess ef a Jew than Peter,he was a “Hebrew of the Hebrews’™.

|
|
|
|
|
i

|
i
e was taught by Gamaliel at Jerusalem, the greatest teacher of I
It

:
]15 time’,in the very centre of Judalsmrand sJudaistié influences.

Paul was chosen of God to do a dlstlnctlve Work for

l
With this question before’us let 'us beek for an answers i
{

b
!

le among the Gentiles.When we consider his preparation we fln-

very potent factor, at least,in his early llfe and surroundlng

ooking at it from a little different angfae “we may ask,What

FM,.A....M».. e

as it that sent Paul to the Gentiles? How came it that in hig

ind were formulated the principiles of'dbntile salvation? For
»

Fnﬂswer we will discuss his early home.
¥

Tarsus was the home of Paul’s boyhood and it had mugch to

|
|
ido in shaplng his after 11fe. . Some one has said, “Let me teachl
i

Her .
the child and I care not who trains the %ggggtanq«man”. There
:is a truth here which is not far to segek. The character is

moulded from the early beglnnlngs. Qaul’s edrly teacher was

Tarsus,and her lesson was well taught. It is not certain how

|
|
I .
-
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l1fong Paul lived in Tarsus. He went to Jerusalem to study

|

lunder Gamaliel at an early age,perhaps at thirteen but even

Ithen his life was somewhat shaped. Jewish children of that

'tlme matured earlier than do children of our time.

J
|
|
% Tarsus was a city of considerable importance for several
I

j reasons, chief of which was its position upon the trunk line of

travel and trade between the East and the West. Here the cara

vans from the far East halted and displayed their wares. Here
‘the ships of the Medﬁ%erranean.mpored and discharged their
bloargoes. And here »assed the Roman soldier,going to the pro-

}vinces beyond. Fo? some act Tarsus had been made a free city,
!
and thereupon,to build up her dignity, she began to draw to her-

I

self the peculiarities of the cities of other lands. This reé

I

sulted in making her cosmopolitan. This was true not only qof {
her population and her learnlng but also of her religion. Peo

i
‘lple came for purposes of trade and brought their gods with the

IR.eliglonlst.s came and set ‘up their shrines for worship, their

i

{Men of learning came& and setl up, their centres of influence. 1
n

‘altars and ‘their idols. |
i

This all had an influence upon Paul that was seen in later]
years. The spirit of a “free man” and a Roman ca.tlzen{,auppeaxr‘J
¢ t

ed in his step and gave him the spirit to demand an honorable

i

’ release when the magistrates would let him go secretly. ‘The |

| learning of the place,we may conclude, inspired him to “sit at

| the feet” of the most learned Jew, Gamaliel,and there get the

B
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;isdom which served him in such good stead in presenting his
'}octrines before all classes, of so many lands,and enabled him
io formulate his letters which have ever since been the chief
fource of doctrine of the Christian Church. But. bearing more
glosely upon our inquiry is the influence which the religion of
ﬁarsus had upon his youthful mind. Iverach says that the *“re-
?igions of Tarsus were many in number and mixed in character. l
}aul saw before his eyes in his’ boyhood a living picture of the i
;fntellectual,moral and social effect#which spring from heathen-

kism.” He saw the idols in the temples,the trains of worship-

ling and other impure rites connpected with the worship of godqbf

i

:3gypt'and Babylon,of Greece and Fome. By an active lad like
|

z ., o ) '
‘pers at the feasts,as for instance at the Baccanalia,the drlnk-‘
| .
|

%aul these must have been noted and they must have caused thoug5
k) i

But greater still was this influence when taken in

l-ontrast with his rigorous home training. ‘ He was taught to i

'l

|
.%bhor idols in his early' days. And again after the life in %
i

bjerusalem had begun, how the conirast must have been heightened,

life. ‘

Then, too,the sight of the traders and their wares,their

oreign dress and manners may have given rise to a desire to seW
ithe lands whence they came. At first this desire would have h
[been apart from any object of Christianizing. But he may have%

%thought of turning them to Judaism. His studies were being E
; ;

lpursued with a view to greatest usefulness in some such a linse,
; |
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brighter than the noon-day sun,apnd he heard a voice. That

?jn hdow different a way from what he had thought! At the sound

5 that voice the scales fell from his eyes and he saw things

fhen suddenly the light from heaven shined round about him

I

i
|
{

ppened before him the door to the carrying out of his plans,but

|
|
!
|
1

i
I
. |
roice was the torch that kindled the ready fuel. That voice i
|
{
|
|
|
l

ijn a different light.

; i
From this point we might go on with a complete life of St.l
B

i
Pauls for the rest of his life was spent in work for the heatﬁen%

i
I

ﬁis preaching to the Jews was an attendant circumstancs. Not
ithat Paul did not feel for them,he did and that very keenly as !
e shows in Rom.ix.i—S.But his iife was primarily for the Gen-

iles. Instead of giving such a 1life,however,we shall select 5

‘nly those instances which show most clearly what was the natur?

| e
:nﬁkheathenlsm which he had to fight and what was his method of ¥

C S

1 :
L]

ttack. X
His general method of apprcaoh I have said that he§

_loved his people and the fact that he preached to the Jews flrsﬂ

I
lin every place where' they had a synagogue might be taken as a.d.--i
y

ditional proof of that, but ‘there were reasons for such a course

;outside-of that love. The Jews made an integral part of al-
@ost every community of the Empire, hated, perhaps, and ye{ with
icertain affinities and influences,in the way of trade and also
lof religion.._ For they were a proselyting people.

Paul was not preaching a new religion. It was only the

}

l

|

|

}fruit of the plant of which Judaism was the stalk. It had
] _

%
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[direct connection,so he felt and so in fact it was,with the |

lorophets that had gone befors. And so he preached to his !
i

common ground,he could take something for granted with them; in

. ll
fa sense the way was prepared,eveh though he found here one of !
| | |
fhhis greatest hinderances also. ‘He could get into the synago- i
‘ |

foue but he couldn’t stay there. The Jews themselves thrust

; . j
ihim out but, strangely enough,he seemed t0 go through and out thg

‘. < . . f
fother door and to take some with him. I mean that, though he |

jhad t0 leave the synagogue, it served as a stepping-stone to a #

%@entile church. He didr’t have to retreat. This wisdom oameﬂ

d

irrom his long training. But so, much ‘for his methqd of attack,”
l . “
i

inis modus operandi.
f 1

I
As we have.already said, our plan is to study certain ﬁ
i
1

linstances in Paul’s gcareer and not his whole life in detail. i
} 4 ‘
| . e I
"o intend,moreover,here Lo enumerate them more or less fully ang
it

4

gthen draw our conclusions as to the state of Heathenism and his

|
| k
Iheadway against it. Yet in some sense the two 4ivilisions must ﬁ

|
joverlap. |
t , u
i The first incident which we shall mention is his meeting
|
|

{l
|

lwith Elymgs the sorcerer,and the conversion of Sergius Paulus.

liilere Paul meets the religion of the East, or rather a peéverbed |
] i

Eform of it. No doubt he had seen the same thing in .Tarsus.

e

iHere t,00 Paul makes his first convert of note. He was to stan

i ) { -
kbefore princes and kings” and uhtil now it had been:the poor

country people to whom he had preached.

r t
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Leaving Crete he goes to the main land of Asia and that

journey ensues wherein he plants ‘the Galatian churches,Antioch

irnd iconium and Lystra and Derbs. Let us mest him at Lystra.

i he Jews have driven him out at the other places. Now, however

|

Jk@ is across the border. Not so many Jews,almost none,a strang
‘ :
ﬁlanguage,a simple people,and a warmer,less modified fdith in

W he heathen divinities, present themselves. Paul and Barnabus
|

[
ii f
g?are moved. 'Ehey begln t0.100k for something above the natural

ere received and the crowd gathers 1o hear their message,given

hrough an 1nterpreter perhaps It, is probable that the peopli

and they have not long to waiti The lame man is healed. Thif

i

i
|
“hasten away to prepare the flttlng réceptlon The account is. |

|
M
‘ as all that was needed to confirm the already aroused suspiciox.

}“The gods have come down toO us”they cery in their own tongue and»

;so well known that it is not necessary to draw it out. We seeﬁ

1
"

lthe hurried wvreparation of the sacrifice brought to the gate Of,
§ the cipty,the garlahds the music,the ¢crowd of Worshlpﬁers then
%the horror of the apostles at learning of their intént. They ;
[run aniong thé people, crying out t0 them and rending their gar-

[ments an act expressive,toc the Jew of the greatest repugnance
?and aver81on. To & Jew who worshipped the one God, Wh&} oouldi
5be more sacrilegious than to allow himself to be worsh1pped° ?

"

JThey succeseded in restraining the éeople and then at the 1net1-;
f
'gatlon of the enemies, who had arived by this time,the OppO%ltG;

1extreme was reached. Paul was stoned. The pendulum swings

l ts who¥e _arc. . Here the author of the Acts shown h;s freedom




J

’flraole was wrought on Paul but 51mp1y that while the brethren
i
ptood around he rose up and went‘iqpo the city. He had been,

£

|
tHiragged out for: dead. .

If we likeéen PaUI’Siiife,tO a campaign against the heathen-=

|
i
!
i
i

l
f

|
_L ‘
ism of the time this was an engagement that, apparently ended |
I
hlsastrously to Paul. But we sbonm learn that Paul wins where |
t

[!c sgems tO fall,eveg théugh the faélure seem sO complete as
E%his daid. A company is left behind within the garrison of the{
ijt:nemy that carries on his strugglg. The remainder of this
journey is of interest to us oniy in a general way and we next

| ake note of Paul at Troas on his way to Burope. He: sees the !
; an of Macedonia and forthwith he and his companions take ships

élhe journey is short and Paul soon reaches Philippi- The words
J i$ preached, the Jews angered, the maid healed and the populace ]
|
|

stirred to violence. And here let us menélon what we shall

J

|
)
\

speak of again, that the reason so often assigned for this act ”
W

lseems to me to be not well grounded. Greed may have moved the

i

Imen who were the prime movers but there was something back of
| §

|
|

{
twe antlclpate too much. The apparent defeat and imprisonment "

|
i
that which ‘gave them power with fhe people and that was“reli- [
I

glousness” So it wds later at Ephesus. But to return, lest

s
hresult# here in the conversion of the jailor and his family, and|
h

It,he establlshment of a church at Philippi. There too the Eomau

(

ks

officers were made 2 11ttle uncomfortable when they learned tha %
1

|
‘they had allowed such treartment to Poman citizens, uncondemned

l
i - )
[

t



hrough Thessalonica and Berea,stoppgding only for a little at

%aoh place.

: At Athens we find Paul at last alone. He was so solici-
;éous for his children in Christ that he was willing to be left
lone that he might send back words of cheer to Macedonia. At

}thens the events are a little different. There was no Jewish

PRSI —_—

}ynaQOgue there to turn him out and consequently no chance to
:se this means of approach. There Paul encounters the philo-

sophy of the 8mpirse. He had met superstition but now he met
p . e
l earning, learning that was proud of its own achisyments. To

fhe Greeks,Paul could say,the cross was foolishness. Here
faul saw the many altars,here he foumd people who did nothing

but. to hear and tell some new thing. This gave Paul an in-
4

entive and a chance ‘to spedk and he improved it. Like one

about him that he might pregsent the higher life,this time in

é{

the l1ife of Christ. And since his doctrine was something new

ﬂhey became interested and so brought him before the court of

ﬁhe Areopagus. Before this body he delivered the speeop which
{é have in‘the Acts. lhe Jewlsh synagogue was lacking,with the
owledge of the Jewish iaw but, scholar as he was,Paul was not

Bt a loss to find some means of approaoh ‘He had seen their

nd send them away. They are soon off and we hasten after then

jpho years before taught in those porches,Paul gathered a companyy

:



?Onal experiencs. M?re thah this, he presented a quotation fro!
‘gheir own poets ‘“we are his offspring” and from that argued to l
ehem the foolishness of worshipping wggood and-stone in the lik]
fess of things of earth. But the Greecian mind was slow to
take hold of this new teaching and Paul went away to Coringth
Lith no apparent success save a few who were baptized.

| At Corinth Paul’s surroundings were such that here perhaps
g'e saw the worst picture of the immorality of Heathenism of his
;xperlence. Here he sat and penned those lines which express
lhe bodily and spiritual dishonor caused by 1dolatry(?om1.94 5@

o

Here he labored for some time to turn mhe current. The church |
i

| .
ihich he founded needed some sharp language later but it was a |
strong church nevertheless. Hére the Jews failed to stir up E
i :
rhe persecution which they had raised against him at other pla—i

es. BRut- their ploﬁs were a constant trial and menace 1O Paul

hegean 'and meet Paul ohce more in another of the cities of

]
t
} Let us hasten across the sﬁarkling waters of the blue
|

portance in Asia. No doubt in his boyhood he had heard the
ame of Ephesus and perhaps he had heard of the worship of

iDiana,or even seen her shrines. We know at least that Paul

f,ad triéd to reach this point before but was hindered. / Now he

Had he reached it from the




he seed while he,after a short stay,went on his way to Jerusa- j

Ilem. Byf their instruction Apollos was established in the

[true faith and started on his careefr of usefulness for Christ.

'
iﬁo we may take it for granted that whan Paul returned a goodly

?'hurch of Christians awaited him. For tikree months he reason- |
y
led in the synagogue and then,driven out,he preached for two

: |
fyears in“the school of one Tyrannus” ‘“so that all they that 1

liwelt in Asia heard the word of God; both Jews and .GreeksV/

j The attempted copying of his miracles by the exorcists,and |

jiheir failure and discomforture resulted in the bonfire of bookf

;bn magic arts,to the value of fifty thousand pieces of “silger.

i :
:Fut the chief event of- interest in Ephesus is the uproar caused
i{ ; . .

by Demetrius and his fellow-craftsmen. Though Paul was not

, |

; o . . . ]

fif-‘uoh was the condition of magic in the Bmpire at this time. f
i
!

I <
| aught,the movement was directed primarily against him as the

"hief agent in spreading the Gospel of Christ. But they con-

hected him with all Jews as was shown by the uproar which aroseé

|
i?hen Alexgander was put forward to speak to them. Paul saw |
| g
‘fhat he could serve the church ?here and elsewhere best by going

?zway. And though the uproar had ceased,since he felt that it

bicht ve raised again at any moment,he departed. / i
i From this point the narrative in the Acts is taken'pp :

e~
orincipally with the intreagues and plots against Paul by the

§=ews. Paul had planned to .go to Rome,to the capital of Hea- !
%

i
|




thought that his ensemiss who wers trying to hinder. his ministry
¥

i
|
i

ould furnish conveyance for him. But so it was. Aa a prgi-

E

}roner he started for Roms. But., God gave him his companions in

I‘ravel on the way and prepared g’hogse in which he could preach
| :

hrist,perhaps to better advantsdge than J if he had gone as a

ree man. "o need, to bear in mind the incident of the ship-

reck,when the viper fastensed upon the hand of the apostle and

|
|
|
|
|
i

as shaken. off into the fire. : The simple natdives gave 1t the

interpretation which their training, or,perhaps,their lack of

1§
I

!raining,suggesteda The two years or moreg that Paul was in
l
1

Rome were fruitful years,fruitful in the peaceful conjuest of

} )
fearts for the Master. The question of his death,whether it
|

Joccurréd. at the end of the two years or after a liberation and

o say here that there is a tradition that Paul carried the
ospel into Spain and that he evangelized Cregte. At any rate;
e kept his hand upon the helm of the churchss. ¥here he had

Epreached he still continued to guide and instruct.
{E | e turn now to the cqn§idpration ©of the condition of
E}eathenism’in the Empire as shown by these incidents ang by
E}aul’s letters. LQ; us remember that it is now near, the mid-
E;le of the first century. Rome is at her zenityh of power.
I

f he has conquered nearly all of the civilized world. Her

i
i
I

itreatment of the gods of conguered peoples is well known.

H
f
1
|
| v

1
|



Referring then to our sources;we notice,first,that the

Feligion was composite. While being primarily Gre@&mRogggai%edi

flements from Egypt,the Bast and from the Semitic religions of ﬁ
ﬁsia Minor. The East is represented by the sorcerer and the |
aglo rites;Egypt by the worship of“bdirds and beasts and oreep%
kng things”{Rom. 1.35. ) Zeus and. Hermes (Jupiter and Nercury)l
ére‘@orshipped in the Galatian City,Diana at Ephesus,and Apollo
'}s represented by the fortune-téller of Philippi. A good pic~ {
ure of this condition is seen -at Athens where Paul saw so many

I
| . |
éltars and images and at last ome to ‘“an unknown God”. |

i

i

’w ‘Again, it was idolatrous. At Athens Paul found the City
”full of idols”. At Ephesus wabs the “image that fell down fromj
bupiter”, “Diana of the Ephesians”.  In Paul’s letters almost

V'0 thought is more prominent than that -of idols. He speaks

-f“meat offered to idols,” of the “llkenes% of an image of cow-|

uptdble man and of birds and of four—footed beasts and creepingy

[
ihlngs" {Rom.1.23) In many other places idols and idol worshlJ

113
i

,-re spoken of and condemned. ‘In connection with this we may

11 attention to the temples arid rltual of the worship. AL

a
ystra was a temple to Zeus and priests performed regular sac-

e

rif'ices, for an extra~sacrifice was made when Paul and Bgrnabus

fwere thought to be gods.

] -

Again, it was superstitious. Superstition is a character-




' .o g .

14,

’Fhat Paul is a malefactor who cannot escape the punishment of |

he gods,but when he does not fall down dead their censure |

e

!

h changes “to praise and they are ready to call him a god. So

'klso at Lystra,the miracle called forﬂh worship from the simple |

freople. To them it was not an unheard of thing for the gods
[Lo appsar as men.

? It is this characteristic that gives us the best explana-
Jtion of the uproars at-Philippi_and Ephesus. Iverach and oth-
flsrs tell us that they were caused by greed. In a sense this

1
il
I
I
[
al

is true. It was gresed that aroused the owners of the slave-

ocirl and the silver-shrine makers. They were not religious.

Familiarity with the obJjects upon which they wrought had causedf

hem to lose faith in their religious virgytus. But they did

rot tell the people that they weare losing moneg. ¥with the
people religion, or superstltion yas the motive upon which they

horhed. The slave-girl was possessed by a python,a spirit frof

Apollo and this act of Paul’s was a direct stroke at their god.y

;So at Ephesus,Diana was the patron of the City. Theirs it was:

!

ito keep fher image which Jupiter had consigned to their care.

jNhen the silver-smiths cried “Great -is Diana of the Ephesians”

”the people were ready to take up the cry and to become a unit

Iagalnst arything that menaced their goddess. Dsmetriué in his@

speeoh t0 his fellow craftsmen urged thelr husiness as one rea-

son but coupled with it the danger t0o their “goddess whom all f

]
1
i
|
!

Asia and the world worshippeth.”
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frpper classes. At Athens we hear of the Epicurean and Stoic

c
!
l , |
;fchOOIS of philosophy that sought in their own way to fit up a i
Ekeligioﬁ that woul#@l suit them. Roman influence was being felt!

his is evident from the condition of things that Paul found atl

l
y !
E ystra. There he was outside the pale of Roman influence. i
h here -was seen the more primitive worship. Paul speaks of the[v
% orship of men,another feature of the influence of Rome, who nowE
‘Degan to place her Emperors in the” Pantheon. ?

Lastly,this religion,or aggregate of religions,was very i
licgntious.. In fact we know that at various places 1icentiousi
ess was a part of thefreﬁigion“ *Paul recognizes however in

¥

[
|
|
i
i L
{the,oase of the incegtuous membgr of the church at Corinth,a
|

I
|
|
{depth of sin lowér than that of 'thé Heathen.

ECernth has the name of being the -most licentious city of the
ﬁtlmes ,and there Paul penned thatlplcture of vice and corruptio

whloh has been the horror of all readers to the present time.

(Rom.1.24~64} But we have no need to think that he overdrew i
fi

ithe picture. He saw the sin geoing on around him as he wrote u
: |

and toiled. Other references to the same thing are so frequeny
I

las to leave no doubt that the votaries of lust were no niggard-
1y followers. On the whole the tone of the narrative }n the ﬁ
Aots is so impartial as to leave no thought of exaggerat10n an%

%many times the references are quite circumstantial and therefoq

'the more trustworthy.

|

i
As t0 the result of the struggle it is not necessary i
Jto add much. In the few years of his ministry, Paul .had plant i

i S A ——
|

b
i
I



xé |

% |
-d churches in the voints of importance throughout the Bmpire

»nd bound them together with a bond that made them such a gowerl

! v

)

5s should in two and a half centuries evangelize the whole |

[l
klme it was the government. He was wide in making them subwec%i

mpire. He organized a révolution that did not revolt, but in

t.o the laws of the empire for that preserVed order till the new P

i
|ommun1ty was sytrong enough 10 assume control. e find no |
ore fitting expression to put at the close of Paul’s work than{

L hat which his own hand placed there,penned from the depths of |
S

he Mammartine prison: “I am ready to be offered and the time off
I

departure is come. I have fought the good fight,I have i

Finished the course,I have kept the faith:henceforth there is |

la1d up for me the crown of rightedusness,which the Lord,the
éilahteous judge,shall glve to me at that day:and not only to me |}
.; I

|
'hut also to all bte aid them that have loved his appearing.” (11|
|

4
11m iv.6-8.)

——— s — |
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