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sents many complex problems and inconsistencies that confuse him. The 

place of religion in this new life is no less confused, for 

In America's first one hundred-fifty to two hundred years, 
religion was a consistent and integral part in the training of 
practically every child in the school and of all who belonged to 
church-going homes. Now religion is no longer a function of the 
school, but it is left to the church. The family altar has be­
come a tradition, the Bible is supplanted by the magazine or the 
story book and religion as a topic of conversation is unfamiliar. 
Religious instruction has disappeared from home almost as com­
pletely as from the school and consequently from the lives of 
the young and from the structure of society. 2 

It will become more apparent as contemporary pastoral ministry to young 

children is considered, that ominous deficiencies do exist. It is the 

hypothesis of this investigation that the pastor has a distinct contri-

bution to make to the growth and development of the young child. How-

ever, it is the opinion of the writer that the minister is not aware of 

the processes of religious growth in young children well enough to pro-

vide for proper Christian nurture. A more clearly defined pastoral 

ministry will help eliminate a contemporary condition in which we find 

that the pastoral work with this age group is very hap-hazard and often 

times uncertain. 

The pastor has not been concerned about the preschool child 

as much as with the economically more productive older groups under his 

influence in the parish. Clinical training teaches the pastor that his 

ministry must be focused on the individual person, and from him to the 

ever-expanding relationships in which the individual shares. Until the 

needs of the young child are well-understood, any attempts at a pastoral 

2. G. H. Betts, The Curricu1um of Religious Education, (New 
York: The Abingdon Press, 1924), pp. 61-63. 
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Other leaders of the secular field , such as Rousseau, Pestalozzi and 

Froebel made an impact upon the educational v1orld tlhich has eventually 

found its way into the life of the church. 

These efforts of spiritual leaders of the historic church to 

minister to young children in one vJay or another vJill provide the his­

torical perspective for defining the present pastoral ministry to young 

children. Although it may receive a considerable amount of attention , 

the development of this attitude sets the contemporary work of pastors 

in clear relief. 

4. Method 

2. Religious significance of the interpersonal experiences of children 

One of the basic methods employed in this research is that of 

focusing insights from research by psychologists and psychiatrists upon 

the function of religion in the life of the child, \-Jhich will enable a 

clear definit ion of the HOrk of the pastor with this age group to be 

made . Important aspects of personality development in the peri od of 

infancy '\.Jill be presented. These will include such phenomena as de­

velopment of the self-dynamism and the various psychological processes 

at work in the gradual learning process among infants . The significance 

of interpersonal activities during childhood for religion will be stated 

in specific frames of reference wherever possible. The implications for 

religion of the interpersonal processes of childhood provide the criteria 

upon "to!hich the present pastoral work is evaluated, and from which specific 

conclusions in defining the role of the pastor with preschool children may 

be made . 
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dependent £amily constellation is essential to understand the way in 

'.zhich the £amily was the scene £or lcr1owing the 'Hill o£ God and inter-

prating the same to their children. Attitudes o£ the Rabbi were shared 

by the head of every household as laymen were always active in the or-

ganized religious activities o£ the temple and the community. 

Attitudes of the Hebrew toward his £amily are basic in under-

standing pastoral work with young children and the education which took 

place in that setting. Living 't.Zi thin the family unit was considered 

the normal lot. One who sought to avoid it was an object of suspicion; 

"who shall trust a man that hath no nest?" they asked.1 The birth o£ 

children and the elementary experiences o£ marriage were ·accepted with 

gladness and looked upon as a favor £rom God. Children were a sign of 

God's good will. 2 The wife who bore them \·las one of the blessings given 

to a God fearing man,J while the barren woman was a source of grief to 

herself and her husband.4 With the honorable recogni tion of child-

bearing went the expectation that one of every age should honor his 

£ather and mother. Injunctions to this effect are numerous, 5 and the 

varied circumstances in which it was urged shm-t that it was regarded 

as essential to personal character and the structure of society. 

1. 
2. 
J. 
4. 
5. 

Halachi 1: 6. 

Ecclesiasticus J6: 26. 
Psalm 127: J. 
Psalm 128: J, 4. 
e.g., Genesis JO: 15. 
As Exodus 20: 12; Deuteronomy 27: 16; Proverbs 1: 8, 9; 
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were vivid parts of the life of their parents. Another significant 

aspect of the family ritual was that it stimulated parents to realize 

fresh insight instead of relying upon static information in teaching 

their children. The Hebrew father was obliged to interpret these. 

rituals to his children, which in turn pressed him to re-evaluate the 

meaning of the rites himself. There is no accurate or reliable way 

by which we can measure the effect of such teaching except the obser-

vation that "Israel's faith bears the deep imprint of the ti>lo-fold 

necessity of teaching others while one himself is relearning the mean­

ings in what he must teach. 1112 The Old Testament itself is, to a 

certain extent, a record of the gradual process of religion in home 

and temple. 

c. The place of the young child in Hebrew society 

Hoving on from the importance of the ri tua1
13 

in the everyday 

life of the Hebrew family, we may look more definitely at some signifi-

cant findings by scholars pertaining to the place of young children in 

the Hebrew religion. It is believed that no specific efforts were made 

to present an organized formal education to children under six years 

of age. 

A child was considered exempt from religious duties during 
the first three years of his life. The Jew had vivid word pic­
tures of those earliest years of his life. In his first year, 
they said, a child was like a prince, resting in his cradle, 

12. Sherrill, op. cit,, p. 24. 
13. For a detailed interpretation of the major Jewish festi­

vals, see: H. Schauss, The Jewish Festivals from Their Beginnings to 
Our Ovm Day, (tr. by Samuel Jaffe), (Cinninnati: Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, 1938). 
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We see in these four items that Jesus pointed to children as 

typical of the heavenly kingdom in their spirit of humility, trust and 

service. Also it is interesting that children should not be despised 

nor caused to stumble as they are individual objects of God's provi­

dence as well as adults. This particular attitude expressing the 

worth of the infant and the need for preserving the life of an infant 

1-1as the beginning of one source of conflict as the teachings of Christ 

were carried to every part of the Graeco-Roman world where infanticide 

and abortion were the practice rather than the exception. This will 

be seen in the next section of this chapter in a definite way. 

Briefly we have seen something of the way the Master demon­

strated his concern for the children of his day who came into contact 

with him. In some cases his teachines indirectly affected them through 

their parents. The emotional attitudes of responsibility were not un­

like those which will be found in the contemporary pastors who were in­

terviewed. The things which Jesus did for children on several specific 

occasions suggest ways and means by 1-1hich the modern minister in the 

Christian church might regard children. Some of the concepts of the 

place of children in family and community life in the sight of God as 

revealed by Jesus, becamedhe basis for the attitudes of the historic 

church to young children. This 'Hill be seen in the following sections 

of this chapter where the attitude of the church to young children 

through the ages will be presented. The direct concern of Jesus for 

young children was not intentionally omitted from the focus of interest 

in the early church. Instead, it happened because of difficult problems 
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of establishing on the adult level what the church believed, accepted 

and practiced. 

3. Young Children in the First Five Centuries 

of the Christian Church 

The influence of the life of Jesus and the activities of his 

disciples in the first five centuries after his birth are reflected in 

history by the changes which came about in the contemporary world as 

either direct or indirect restlits of their work. The attitude of the 

people of the day to children was lifted from one of indifference to 

one of high regard for the life of an individual infant. Very little 

is knovrn about the official position of the church and the pastoral 

ministry by apostles, or spiritual leaders to young children. Hovl­

ever, the existing conditions and the practices of that day will show 

the effect of the church either directly or indirectly upon young 

children. 

a. Status of young children in the Graeco-Roman world 

The status of young children in any community .will indicate 

the attitude of the adults to young life and their understanding of 

the importance of those early years for development of mature men and 

women. The estimation in which children are held is a fair index of 

the moral standard of the community. Among the Greeks and Romans, 

children were not regarded nearly so highly as with the Jews. For 

the Jewish people it was an act of murder to take the life of an in­

fant. However in the 11editerranean area, under the Roman Empire, 
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children were regarded from the utilitarian standpoint. The ancients, 

especially the Greeks, paid great attention to their education with a 

view to the service of the state, making physical training an impor-

tant part of the curriculum. Because of this interest in children for 

the benefit of the state and the lack of family desire or personal love 

for them, it was to be expected that children would not be given great 

care by parents if they did not anticipate offspring from cohabitation. 

The infant did not have a great chance for surviving under many circum-

stances which we vTill see directly. 

i. Abortion 

11It was not till the coming of Christianity that the foetus 

was regarded as a creature with rights. Abortion v1as widespread in 

all classes among the Greeks and Roma.ns.u32 This indicates that 

abortion was carried out at the discretion of the parent, and was 

apparently in regular use. :V10tives for abortion were 11poverty in the 

lower classes, and in the higher sensuality, the desire for indulgence, 

the avoidance of pain, or fear of disfigurement.n33 These practices 

which existed during the first five centuries of the Christian church 

were the object of attack by some of the evangelists of that early 

day. One sees the contrast between this attitude and that manifested 

in the life and teachings of Jesus. However, there are numerous 

32. s. Angus, The Environment of Early Christianity, (New 
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1924), p. 47. 

33. Ibid.' p. 47. 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































