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■' Along v/ith the new interest that has been shown
Ln the social service work of the Christian Church

F
iduring the last decade there has also been a rather 

large degree of opposition on the ground that the 

fi

-tsoc^al service work is an innovation, that it is an 
^1
f^adcing to” the Gospel and so does violence to it. It 

['has been asserted that the new emphasis is not in har- 

jmony with the teachings of Jesus. And, along with this 
H
IjConijention that it is not a part of the teaching of
!‘ '
VesiAs it has been maintained also that it is contrary 

to tiie teaching and the preaching of the great leaders 

jiOf the Christian Church in the past, some of the more t

[conservative of our own Methodists, especially, saying 

'John Wesley and his great co-workers did not so under- 

ijStand the gospel and that he would look with horror on 

'the social® service program of the Church to-day. A 
i
part of this criticism and opposition may be due to 

^the fact that too much, probably, has been said about i 

'social seryice rather than simply going ahead and put- !
I

ting it in-;o pr£-.ctico. Perhaps we don't find John Wes- | 

.ley -and his helpers saying a great deal about social J 
I I 
‘‘service but a fair study of the spirit and practices o^ 
* i 
..these great reformers shows th<t they did have a pro- I 
(gram jhat in spirit was not greatly unlike what the



;ChUrcli is undertaid.ng to-day. On the contrary, we find j 

;that Wesley was often criticized for the work that he '■ 
I J
Ijdid along this line on much the same grounds that are ’ 
S' . ’
:!takdn hy present day social service opposers, and on 
h
such occasions vze find Wesley saying that it is his de-|! 

iisir^ to do as much good as he can and that he will do |

• !•
it in any way that he can. ii

** ' ' 3
The aim of this paper is to show that the social

'' II service spirit did exist, and that in rather large | 

'meatine, in the great English revival under Wesley and

'his co-workers. Something has already ■been"done along 

ithis line; Professor North’s recent hook on ’’Early 

Methodist Philanthropy" furnishes us an excellent dis- 

icussion of j one phase of the subject. P.E. Thon^json’s 
'' f
.work on "Wesley as a Social Reformer" shows another 
iphase of ili Practically all of the many biographers 

J
Jof Wesley as well as those of his colleagues, give the (I
'.jSubjeiat more oh less attention as they necessarily 

|must do in treating of their work. Several magazine 

'■articles also have treated the subject either directly 
I' 
'Or indirectly. In the preparation of this paper as manj
I i
as possible of these sourses have been consulted and J 

I I
fall have helped- to stimulate interest in the work be- 
!
^fore_jis._^Surely_the Church today needs to catch anew

i'
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,[the social spirit of her blaster and. of her great lead.- 
iiers of the past and. to express that spirit in meeting j

3 !khe needs of hiiman society to-day. I

I
In order to attain a proper xinderstanding of thq

,social service spirit in the Evangelical Revival we i 
mus-^ first note what the real social conditions were irj 

'England at the time when the revival "broke out. All the 
t > I
ihistorians who treat of this period and all the hiog- 
1 1
liraphers the subjects of whose vzritings lived at thisV
htime' agree in painting the social, moral and political 

ipictjnr© of the era in the most sombre colors. Carlysle 

Isays that it was a time when the soul was extinct and 

■the jstomach very much alive. Walpole was in the ascen- ! 

t, ? i
fdency in politics and hlis policy was such as to recog- i 

s !
jnize only i^aterial motives while he sneered at religion 

land purityfof life. He was accustomed to telling the ! 
! f I
best and most high-minded young statesmen that came to i

Parliamentjthat they would soon get over their foolish, 

Udeals of lonesty and morality. His was a dollar dip- J 
p t 

Jlomacy recdgnizing only the economic law - the matter i 
>1 I

'of supply iid demand, and while it must be admitted
I
that he did much for England from a commercial stand-

*1 . -I
jpoint, even that he laid the foundation of the present I 
t
.industrial England, he also brought to the front the



ithe’ great problem of the working man and. among the 1 
I ’
(most significant of Walpole’s characteristics was the J

'fact that he always proved himself to he in opposition'* 
( I'
to the labor classes and to favor the capitalistic '■ 

! 
If and commercial classes. The problem of the working man 

(,bec^e more complex than it had ever been before and 

i’through her prime minister England showed herself to 
' * i
[Care but little for his welfare. It came to be j/ecog- 

I 
hUized also that the metter of child labor was a menace I

; and a problem but the attitude of Walpole was one of

I indifference at best. We find that Wesley speaks o'f : 
r «
the danger of the child being congjelled to labor by 

t • I
5: the great system of which he was a part. In short, 1 
t *
Walpole’s ministry neglected shamefully the social and* 

1 
jimoral interests of the country and the people and em- 
iphasized commercial and political aims exclusively. j 

iLecky, the historian, pronounces his view-point and | 
(aim as a fallacy. Uorover, Walpole was himself a gross j 

(violator o| the moral law, perfidy seemed to be gener- | 
(

:al and on the part of nearly all who were not them
! '
5 selves' guilty there was an appalling apathy. \
I The very social andvsacral status of the nation ■

I status of the nation was dangerous as is always the 

‘^case when a nation cannot get enthusiastic -about high (



5.

, and good things. Even in the administration of the law^i 

■Justice was the exception rather then the rule and B

; that human life was not rated very high is shown hy j 

I the frequency of the death penalty as well as hy the jl 

■i many acts of violencejeven as late as 1800 over two

& hundred crimes in England were punishable hy the deathj

1 penalty. Gin drinking was one of the great and common J 

evils of the time; Lecly holds that the great increase

, in tliQ death rate, in poverty, crime, etc. were direct}-

I ly due to dininkenness and this evil was practically

j| as common among men prominent in puhlib life as among
■I
1; the dower classes. Another of the great social evils 1

li was the clandestine marriage which was often performed!

hy ministers who had heen or were in jail for debts,
I ( '(
, or similar reasons and had escaped. As is indicated hyt 
this and many other considerations even the Church at I

this time Was guilty of having a large part in main-

tainin'g these evii conditions. It should also he noted 

that populdr amusements were of the basest type, the j 

stage was immoral to such a degree that few women at- ’

J tended the plays un-masked. ITearly every one including' 
' the ladies of the higher classes- gambled; Westminster 'j 

1 Bridge was built and the British Museum was founded hyj 

f lotteiry systems. The finer qualities of human nature



ii Buch as pity and the humanitarian instinct seemed to :
’■11 have died out if we are to Judge by the frequency of jl 

|i such diversions as the hull-fight, the cock-pit, hear-| 

Abating, etc. Macaulay insidiously attacks the Puritans' 
. 5
. of a later age hy saying that they hated hear-hating

'i . |i
) not jhecause it gave pain to the haar so much as hecaus ?

j it gave pleasuB® to the man hut after all even if

such was the case wasn’t the Puritan right? When men

, come to take pleasure in such a diversion it is suffi- I
; cient to arouse our hatred. Not only was immorality

common hut it was also coming to he thpught of as a

per-

a

L ing 
I'

I

necessary part of even cultured living. No less a

■ sonq.ge than Lohd Chesterfield who was regarded as 

lion in society, writes to his son making elaborate

i[ endeavors to convince him that polish is of more im- 

tportance than principle and then remorselessly fills 
li >!
, out the curriculum of a genteel education by instruct-

him in the arts of seduction.

Befc^re closing this sketch of the state of Eng-j 

flish society before the revival it should he noted thajf; 

'Commerse, which has its diabolical phases in every a:gei 

included at this time in England some items of peculiar 

!; enormity. Up to the ihiddle of the century a flourish- 

l|lng slave trade went on, with scarcely an opposing



fvoic© to challenge the iniquity* According to Lecly, i 

."It has "been computed that "between 1680 and 1700 the ; 
i
^English tore from Africa about 300,000 negroes, or a- 

[bout 15,000 every year* In discussion upon the methods 

■of making the traffic more effectual, which took placej 

jin tjie English Parliament in 1750 it -was sho^vn that 

146,000 negroes were at this time annually sold th the ] 
I « !English colonies alone*" |

J “What would be the attitude of one like Wesley ; 

'towards such astonishingly immoral and irreligious •

I conditions? Could we reilly think of him as living in ! 

I such., an age and not raising his voice, in opjjnsition? , 

i^Let us find the answer to our questjron in his own » 

words as they are recorded in his "Appeal to Men of ‘
Reason and Religion" published in 1745:"What can an J

impartial person think concerning the present state ofl 

religion in* England? Is there any nation under the sunj 

which Is so deeply fallen from the very first pidnci- 

pies of religion? Where is the country where is found | 

,so utter a disregard of even h^hen morality; such a . 

I thorough conteu^t of justice and truth and all that ’ 

I should be dear and honorable to rational creatures? ’ 

I What species of vice can possibly be named,ttai even ol 

ithose 'Which nature itself abhors, of which we have not|
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‘4^— at - A— x_-_-=rnjf5»'3 f —ata. -i. t —- L

I had for many years a plentiful and still increasing

I hajrrest? What sin remains Either in Rome or Constant­

inople, which we have not importa>d long ago (if it ]

I was not of our native growth), and iii^roved upon ever 1 

i since? Such a complication of villanies of every kind,!
■

j) cons^idered with all their aggravations; such a scorn , 

j of whatever hears the face of virtue; such Injustice, J 

fraud and false-hood; above all, such perjury and such'l

j a methd>d of law, we may defy the whole world to pro- 

jjduce." And naturally enough, we should expect to find 

!'Wesley seeking to overcome such conditions and to

I bring in a nav; social order though of course we do not 

, find him charact'erizing his work in just these words. 

[With such a keen insight into human affairs as was 

J his and with such a remarkable foresight in the consid- 

i eration of the results of social sin together with the 

j ever-burning desire to do as much good as he could how.

I could such a man as John Wesley bo other than a social' 

j,worker - a seeker after a better social order?
I >
I In taking up the investigation of the spirit ofi

I social service in the life of Wesley and in the revi- « 

val in which he was the main gigi^re we note first of 

iQll the philanthropic phase of the movement. This is 1 
j’the natural and logical starting point for it was out j



' !
' 3
I ' 1!
I * :!

J'tJieir phllanthrophy that the most of the other social *1 
i' ' I
J service naturally grev/. They hngan with charity and in:

I a sense they ended with charity hut the type of the

jhelp that they bestowed was greatly different at the 1 

:iast from the beginning for as these friands of human- 

jity gained experience the spirit and form of their j 

‘charity became more noble and effective* |
4

Their philanthropic work really began with the ]l 

ijorganization of the Holy Club during the days at Ox- j 

Ijford. The club was originated in 1^29 after Wesley's ; 
I
iretum from Epworth Where he had been Serving as his 

[father's curate- In spite of the derision in whl'ch 

iithey were held by the other students of the University' 

jlthe club gradually grew in numbers and purpose and one. 
(' J
ftOf the first requirements was the practicing of self- • 

'■denial that they might be bble to carry on the work of

charity that was to be a part of their work. Thus , 
’’this philanthropic work became a mark of the club at ’ 

Irits very beginning and much of the time of the members | 

;was spent in visiting the the prisoners and the sick I 

!and poor of the city. |

: William Morgan, one of the members of the club,

■was the first to take up this work. In his Journal 

j'Wesley tolls how Morgan began the work and how the ,

1
!i
h
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li other’/morobors of the club^ThcluHirig liims'elf came'to hoii 

' intorOBted; following is the entry: "Mr. Morgan told j! 

J me he had called at the gaol to see a man condemned f 

! for killing his wife; and that, from the talk he had * 
I t
(With one of the debtors, he verily helioved it would ' 

!| do much good, if any one would be at the pains of now l 

! I
, and then speaking to them. This he so frequently re- ;

j'peated, that, on the 24th of August, 1730, my hrother
I. ;i
■’and I walked with him to the Castle* We were so well j 
I. I

i ''satisfied with our conversation there that we agreed
1 

' to go there once or twice a week; which we had not ■I r
done long "before Ire desired me to go with him to see a’ 

^poor woman in the town who was sick* In this employ- Ij 

Iment too, when we came to reflect on it, we "believed ' 

!it would "be worth while to spend an hour or two in a 

iweek; provided the minister of the parish, in which ,,

any such person was, were not against it*" Thus the 

ijphilanthropy "began and while the work was not of any 

’’great proportions, it was still a great "beginning and J 

*'was the putting into operation of a principle that is 
si .
[Still "bearing fruit in the Methodist Church as well as

ithe other great Protestant "bodies. In writing home to ' 
' I
,his father and telling him vzhy he did not want to be

'his successor at Epvzorth, one of the reasons that he • ( * p
rrrjs - -s**— .. as -r”sa5sv s . . *2^ — — ......... “s. w •—*1* 
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■-“==^ygtve^^rs^lTaf'-thBTB much-good-’-to 'be-done-at-'-Ox- 
i!

ford. in the way they have started. "Herey, he says,
i ”is room for charity in all its forms; there is scar- j]

' I'
cely any possible way of doing good for for which 8

S i
there is not daily occasion". How well they made use ;b 

I.
of this occasion is shown by the records they have 

I I I
I I, left us in the form of letters, financial accounts,

! diaries, etc. On one occasion while Wesley was in Lon •

f I don Mr. Morgan wrote to him to bring spelling books to

J I use in their work with the prisoners. In another lat- ! 
I
iter Mr. Clayton writes to Wesley that two of the prls-j

<
oners had been discharged and both of them able to I J

I I read "mighty well", and also stated that there were jj

I only two in the gaol who lacked this accomplishfifint an^ 

that they x»re learning it ;!
4

> I In addition to this work of education in the j

:prison they ^undertook to give instruction to the poor ,|
li ;

I children of the town. At first Morgan seems to have •

!been the leader in this work as in that of visiting at i
‘I

I the gaol. Th© teaching began with what instruction ;j 

J [they could find time to give and then in time develop-i
jjed into a .school whose teacher was paid by the societyJ

That the work was not all done by Morgan is shoxTn in i 
I
»a letter of Mr. Gambold after he had left Oxford in



which he said that the school was of Wesley’s found­

ing or ai all events it was Wesley who paid the expen-^ 

ses both of the teacher and for the clothing of many

I of the children- The members of the club were accus- i
I 

Jtomed to calling at the school to see what progress 
!t '
, was "being made. They would question the children, hearj 

J them read, instiruct them in prayers and the catechism, 
t
(1 etc. Among others who seem to have had much to do
li

{with *the3e efforts was Whitefield who.had the direct
I

; care .of the school for a time during Wesley’s absence.

I The members of the Holy Club seemed to be aware

I of the unfairness of the laws of the time by whicla^n-

I fortunate persons were imprisoned for debts that were 

! insignificant in themselves. Once imprisoned they were

I unable to meet their obligations because there was no 

opportunity of earning the money. Consequently along ] 

this line the Methodists were especially helpful. Help 

was given bi)th in the form of money and influence.

iWhile Wesley was in London on one occasion, Morgan
ji 1
II writes to him directing him to secure the release of j

I 
!j one of the prisoners and to use his influence With a ' 

|i rich friend in behalf of another. In other cases they

I raised monry for the payment of the debts of those 

{who were most deserving. This money they raised by
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ii h

............ -_________ -........‘jthe practice of self denial among them selves and by i 
M
taking subscriptions among thbse who were in sungjathy t 

'With the work and willing to help. At a later period ■’ 

■lin his life Wesley wrote that a certain one of their ''

’Number at Oxford "had thirty pounds a year. He lived p 
I 

on twenty-eight, and gave away forty shillings. The f

■next year, receiving sixty pounds he still lived on J

‘twenty-eight and gave away thirty-two. The third year I 

'Jie received ninety pounds and gave away sixty-two. The I 1 
fourth year he received a hundred and twenty* pounds; J 

still he lived as before, on twenty-eight, and gave to ‘‘ 

'the poor all the rest." This "one", says Thompson, "wa4 
b .1
John Wesley; and the rule here laid down he observed , 

*’ 
to the end of his life, never spending upon himself 

'more than twenty-eight pounds a year." Many of the per-^ 
j i'
'•sons thus helped came to be life-long friends and ad- 

he rents of the Methodists. Still, it was not only jj 

■those who seemed to be most worthy or who seemed to |; 
‘ i;
promise the most returns in the future that were help- „ 
I 1
ed. The Methodists were friends to all; they were not ij 

■respecters of persons; there was in them that which 
) 

tended to call out the best there was in any man no j 

patter what may have been his past or present condi- ' 

tion. This was real social service.



14

The social and charitable work so well begun ;i
' during the Oxford days could not be carried on to the ’’ 
'' I:
same exterit during the time spent in Georgia whither

!, I;

jWesley and some of his companions went in 1735 as ag- 

iCnts and missionaries for the Society for the propogat4 

1‘ion of the Gospel in Ttreign Parts. However, a careful r 
consideration of the motives of Wesley in making the jj 

trip to America, of the manner in which he weighed the j;
I' 

.possibilities of such a trip, and of the good he expect-
C 

ed to do shows that the spirit was about the same as ‘i 

':that which characterized his work at Oxford. Even on '* 
'I 

the voyage some of the same type of work was carried on;
!’ f
ithe children being instructed and regualr visits^made

h

to the sick on board. Such ministration as the bringing
■' 

|of food to the sick was also common and a regualr prac- 

jtiire of the Methodists on the trip. After reaching Am- , 
I !
'erica Wesley himself seems to have done but little of i

this kind of work but one of his cpmpanions, Charles i
i) I
Belamotte, was busily ingaged in the instruction of the'
Ichildren of the colony. It is not clear just how many f 

,schools he had but it is certain that the work pro- I 

'grossed and the number of pupils ste%.ily increased.

This educational work seems to have commenced within a
t 

month after they landed and the first scholars were a
«1 *

I,



♦

if

*

j-few -orjEikans in Savannah hut within eight months the , 

‘ numher had increased to fort/# Wesley also helped to I 
1 I
i some extent with the training of these children, his ;
I- 1
1 part being to catechize them at certain regular inter-!’ 

‘ I
, vals and to talk to them concerning the lessons. Leia-,,

i motte remained in Georgia for something like six month!| 
! n
after Wesley had returned to England and so was there 1

' a sufficient lenghth og time to have the work in shapei 

ii for Whitefield upon his arrival. Whitefield seemed to >
1 

fthink that Wesley had done more good in the colony ' 
I than Wesley had allowed himself to imagine and gives ' 

t him credit for it in his correspondence. With the ar- j 

I rival of Whitefield the work of education went on a- | 
I' j.
jpace and in course of time the orphan house that was j 
‘ h
. to attract so much attention throughout the colonies jj 

I, as well as England was inaugurated. True, the orpjhan |

house was not actually started at this time hut the
ii 

’plan was inaugurated and it was to secure proper aid .j 
*1 

I that Whitefield so soon returned to England. i|

After returning from Georgia Wesley came more ’’
' I
strongly than ever under the influence of the Morav- , 

; ians. Those with whom he met in England seemed to have'!
I 

: a rather low estimate of the value of the social and 'j
I 

, charitable wort that the Wesleys and their companions | 
! - ’ aI
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were doing but Wesley was not the person to he so eas-l 
! ■' 
! ily influenced as to relinquish this important phase •

i of their work. He had become too deeply attached to

this Idnd of work and had seen too well its value to 'j
I; Ip misguided by any such opinions as the Moravians esqjresh 

[ sed in seeking tt minimize the worth of charitable ’

works. While he was connected with the Moravian ’

[' ciety the contention on this point waxed so strong ;
Il *I that there was danger of disruption. Along with the ‘ 
r ;

dissention about works of charity there was also waged

j a contest concerning the value of the sacraments of the 

; church and V/esley and his friends were too well aware ' 
f of the good done in the Oxford days and too strongly ,

; attached to the Church to give up either. *'
: it

In 1738 Wesley carried out a purpose that he J
•I 

had formed while in Georgia, that of visiting the mor-,i
■ I*
; avians in Germany. Here he found them abounding in thet

]' very type of good works that he had been so zealous , 
II
] about himself. Three places in particular that he

j visited,- Halle, Marienborn and Herrnhut,- made deep 9 
, impressions upon him. The Moravians in Germany were to[

a large degree influenced by Count von Zizendorf who 

had made a study of the charatible and philanthropic

at Halle and was seeking to carry out a program of

I'
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i similar kind at Herrnhut and Marienhom* Both the ’ 

orphan house and the system of education that they wereij 

3arrying on were especially pleasihg to Wesley and we !j 

Find him writing concerning them to the effect that he ,, 
' ii
regarded them to he the direct result of the extraord- 1} 

1 '|
inary faith and religious experience which he was es- j 

|)ecially interested ingstudying. The extentsiveness and? 

effectiveness of the German Educational work impressed 
iiim greatly hut still there were some things that did | 

not aopeal to him and we find his own record concerning,- 

feuch: "I do not admire their confining their henefi- |, 
1'
pence to the narrow hounds of their own society* This 
'i iseems the more liahie to exception, as they hoast of ii 
|! >1
:^ossessing so immense riches. In his late hook the 
i^ount particularly mentions how many hundred thousand 

florins a single member of their church has lately ex- .

]>ended, and how many hundred thousand crowns of yearly

:-ent the nohility and gentry only of the society enjoy ] 

;!n one single country. Meantime, do they, all put to-
: J
gether, spend one hundred thousand, or one hundred, in ] 

!' ■ I
feeding the hungry, or clothing the naked, of any so- : 
iiety hut their ;own?" So we see that Wesley saw the I

Weaknesses and inconsistencies of their system as well j 

as its excellencies and we can hut naturally expect I
I 

J



j a broader and mire consistent Chriatian policy in the ’ 

!i future work of the Methodists as well as one that will

* also have something of the Moravian effectiveness and '1
* efficiency* Wesley is able to see not only the strong j;

I, points of a practical working Christianity but when it; 

f fails to measure up to the full requirements he is al-, 

J so able to detect the failure and with his thorfcughnes's 
I

‘ and systematic way of carrying out his work he cannot

I but be expected to surpqss even the Moravians*

With the launching of the Methodist Organise- i

* tions, first the societies, then the United Societies,' 

and finally, the Conference thiS' work of social Ser- ,
! '3
! vice went on apace* Wesley was always alert for any i

! opportunity to help all the needy and not only to give'

' them money but also, and what was even bettfer, to pr4>-i

' vide employment for those who were out of work* This, i 

as he said, kept them not only from want but from idleV 

ness as well. So we see that the social service work }'
I*

I was really making progress in the ideal as well as in 
i the practical sense. i;
ji II

With the formation of the classes in Bris-|

I’ tol the work of charity begins to come more and more j 

into its own rights* The matter of providing for the ; 

poor is put on a systematic foundation by the arrange-



I

(unent for the stewards to have full charge of this ij
li . •'
phase of the Methodist work. The folloifldng from Korth*^l

I “Early Methodist Philanthrophy" wtll add something to j
{ our store of Information as to the extent of this worlti

II I
|j "How l^rgo was the average weekly collection for the

poor cannot he determined save in a few instances. The^i
i!

collection hook of the West Street Society, London, j;

I gives us information for that society for the period t

I from 1764 to 1796. In the first nine months of 1764

i the distrihutixon to the poor was 126 pounds, 17 shil-

lingp, 3 pence* Eor the twenty-three years between J'

I 1764 and 1787, during which the fund was applied en- 1 
; ‘t
; tirely to the needs of the poor, more than 3,000 pounds

'was given through the weekly collection. The amounts - ■ I
I raised hy special collections were not included in

!•

ithisV In addition to this the same society was giving
J

i largely to other phases of the henevelont work of the
j organization and it may he that the liberality of this:!

I
; society was exceptional but the probability is that it*'

i was not. Mr‘. Wesley speaks of another single collectio^ 
! 1
■taken at another socttty as being a little short of | 

, eight pounds a week and another particular instance is'|

'referred to by Wesley in his Journal as follows: "I

I have not seen^another ( instance of liberality) in •
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'England. In’the class'"pipe r^Wi^"'gi'ves~ an'account of J 
h

the contrihutions for the poor) I observed one gave j 

’’eight pence, a-week; another sometimes one, sometimes i; 
'■ i

two shillings. I asked Iticafe Elmoor, the leader (an ’> 

‘^Israelite, indeed who now rests from his labors),'Howjj 

Jis thi^, are you the richest society in England?’ He ’ 
I I
answered, ’I suppose not; but all of us who are single

ij 
"persons have agreed together to give both ourselves p

and all we have to God. And we do it gladly; whereby ;I 

, ''we are able to entertain from time to time all the

.i strangers that come to Tetney, who often have no food S 

to eat nor any friend to give them a lodging’.” this I
I ’ '^was the work of the little village class of Tetney, in,

I; Lincolnshire. '«
! Even before this, however, special efforts werel

* ijmade for the relief of the poor or distressed during

I the more trying times. Tyerman tells us that in 1740 ,
< i<

'When a severe frost threw many of the people of Bris-

tol out of work and reduced them to a condition border^
I'

;ing on starvation, Wesley made collections and fed froiA

!| a hundred to a huddred and. fifty a day. Later in the

I same year he helped the poor of London by asking all

who were able to give what clothing they were able to
; 'I: spare and then having it distributed among the needy. '■

I



j Again, ahout a year later, ^ean he jBercftived. that many',

I in London were without needful food and convenient j, 
I* clothing, he appointed twelve persons to visit every j 

t alternate day, to provide things needful for the sick, 

'' and to consider what might he done further. It was ?
I

' this matter of considering what might he done further ! 
1

J that led to more important measures from the standpoinj; 

f of social service which we will consider later. Thus'
L I
I| it was that the work went on all through the years and’1fj !
5 in view of the vast amount of help that the common ! 
ji >

I people received from the Wesleyan movement can it he
I:
! wondtred at that so many of them have attached them- i!
I
; selves to it. And if the Methodist Church of today is ''
• to live up to the spirit of her founder and her early !
> t
I practice and traditions she must still ho a friend of ‘

I the common people, those who work with their hands^
' she must ever strive to improve their lot in the world’^

! ever seek to see their hardships and to give them help
I!

1 not only in the form of charity hut also in the from ,, 
a .1
ji of better opportunities for helping themselves and im-i, 
^proving their conditions. |!

j We now pass to the consideration of some of the;

5 advance stops that grew out of the initial works of ’ 

. charity. As was stated above when help had been bestowj
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'ed by supplying the icmfldiate needs the committee ap- 

jpointed for the work was to consider what might be done.
I
-'further* The result of this was that many of those who '' 
I
’were out of work were provided with employmouit* The

i: 
'women were given knitting to do and many others were 

'en^loyed at carding and spinning cotton. Thus Wesley

I ,sets himself about to solve the probdem of umemploy- i 
1

’ment! Would any Methodist of to-day accuse him of at- ; 

tracting the crowds by opening a free dining room or
* i'an employment agency and urge him to preach the simple It 

Gospel? But Wesley was not satisfied to stop at this, j; 

'He observed that there were many who needed help in , 

a^^from still different from any that have deen noted. 

‘There were some persons who were not poor enough to ‘

J need alms and yet who at times did not have the ready 

jnoney to provide for immediate needs. Persons in this }
I.

■danger were liable to be cast into prison and Wesley, 

with his practical common sense thought it would be an * 
1 I
Excellent thing to have a loan fund for the relief of ' 

such persons. We find the following entry in his lour-' 

nal: "I made a public collection towards a lending 

stock for the poor . Our rule is to lend only twenty !. 

shillings at once which is repaid weekly within three I 
months. I began this about a year and a half ago. Thir-l



i
I

II

|i ty pounds sixteen shillings were then collected, and

J fifty-five persons have "been relieved in eithteen , 

months.” Later the amount which one person might hor- j, 

row was increased to five pounds and the amount of
r 

good done can hardly be comprehended. A’single instance 
cited by L.L. Thompson will siiiffice to show the pos- jj

'' sibilities of such a fund. "Among its beneficiaries ,, 

was a cobbler named Lames Lockington, who in 1779 borr;] 
„ rowed five pounds with «hich to start a second hand I 

book shop in connection with his shop. This new busi- ''
h !i

ness grew more ra^-idly than his cobbling, and in the |i

* course of time he gave up the latter. The book busi-
’ i-j^ness developed into the largest second hand book storej, 

'in London if not in the world. It made its propietor
!■ 

immensely wealthy and the year that Wesley died Lack- , 
! i
■ ington's profits from his business amounted to twenty- 

'five thousand dollars." Besides this Tyerman tells usj

I that hundreds of honest poor were aided by this fund j; 

liand either kept out of prison or enabled to get a j: 
. t'
start to real self support. Surely Wesley was living 'i 

^up to his motto‘of going all the good he could and it 'i ’ 

,can be said that the work of some of our great insti- j!

'tutional churches today are only carrying out the prin-J 
ciple which he inaugurated in the early days of Methodism.

1
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' Another important preventive measure that Wes- '
) I
! ley undertook vzas the treatment of disease. We speak

' of this as a preventive measure because it was one of
!■ 1
I* the means by which Wesley thought that he might dimin-

(’ ish the amount of poverty and want. A large part of the
< • I

p he-J-p that had been bestowed was on those who had come 

to want from sickness. Consequently we find him going? 

about as a veritable good physician encouraging clean-, 

liness as a preventive of disease and giving treatment

I, to the sick. He was the author of a book of family

’medicine entitled, "Primitive Physic" of which twenty-i
I 'I
, three^ editions were published during his life time andj 

; nine more afterwards. A competant physician has said '

that while there was much nonsense and useless mater- *1 

ial in this book it was still far ahead of any other
; !
of the kind at that time. Besides this Wesley also '

' I
I wrote five other medical works and these books were
i I.
i sold at a much lower price than was customary with i.

ii , 
such works. In 1746 he founded the first free public

‘ dispensary in London; Tyerman even suggests that this 

was the first in the world. Six hundred patients were 

treated here during the first six months and the good j

. accon^jlished seemed to be so great that later another i 

dispensary was founded at Bristol. This work was re- '
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,1

fgarded as a hold step in-as-i^iuch as Wesley was not a

(legally recognized physician and many called him a

I quack. No douht some of this opposition was from the *!

.physicians themselves ahd Wesley was not to be turned

from his good course without more reason than had been’ 

ithus far whown. He replied to the charges by saying >1 
' I

I that many had testified that he had done them good andj, 
[that he knew of none who had died under his treatment ! 

' 1
^'and challenged any who did know of a single fatility tg 
'let it be known together with the circstmstances. He as*' 
I I
, also said that the physicians did not help many of the 
I , - 1
‘sick and that there, prices were such that others could'

iDOt afford to go to them. In 1756 he began giving pat- 

iients electric treatment having had a machine set up 

jfor his own use. How much good was done is a question p 
I ?
'but there can be no question about his motive or his il 

(spirit. When some one rebuked him and asked Why he j, 
' 'i
iever meddled with electricity, he replied, “For the f

■ same reason that I published the Primitive Physic, -

|to do as much good as 1 can". Here again we have a 

^suggestion that some of the work that is being don© by i 

[criticized churches today is not unlike that done by ■ 
i» I
jthe early Methodists. Wesley was a friend of the ones i 

jwho most needed friends and was not afraid of the
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ij ci'iticism that was so continually heaped upon him. Let 

us have more of his desire to do good and of his un- 
II
I flinching hravery in the face of opposition.

It would not he fair to Wesley in a paper such

■ as this not to say something as regards his attitude

to the matter of intei^peramce. He had a large influ-

“ ence in his own as well as the succeeding generations

« in hringing about a reaction against drunkenness. Wes­

ley regarded inten^jerance as one of the reasons for so 
■<

much disease, remarking in one of his letters that 

many so called hereditary diseases wore in truth the 

result of drinking intoxicants. One of his many publi­

cations was a panqphlet entitled "A Word to a Drunkard" 

and while he did not do much to oppose the drink busi- p'
, , ness as a whole he does not let us have any doubt as

(■ to his ittitude on the question.

Wesley was also one of the pioneers in the op-

■I position of the slavery that was common in his time.

■'Here, as in many other regards, he differed from some 

who were associated with him in his work. While White- 
I.
I field sought to condone the slave trade and himself 

owned a rather large number of slaves, Wesley called 

the slave trade the execrable sum of all vlHanies and 

says he reads of nothing like it in the heathen world’
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I 
I

*

I either ancient or modem* He never, in his whole life, 

! left any douht as to whore he stood on this question. 

! He was one of the ardent anti-slavery agitators long 
( hefope the time of those who are usually given the 

' credit for the abolition of the trade. Tyerman'.. says, » %

however, that Wesley’s record is on high in spite of ,, 

the fact that statues and other honors of the nation , 

have been erected to Wilberforce and that in time Wes-j 
t 

ley must be recognized for the influence he had in J 
.1 !

this field. It should certainly not be forgotten that j

*' the last letter ever written by Wesley .was to Wilber-

i; force and that in it he showed how great was the stru^f- 
gle into which the latter was going and then proceeded

ii
'' to give him encouragement for the great conflict, as-
‘‘ fj' surihg him that it was God’s work and that if God were'

for him all who mlight be against him could not av^l.;) 
ti

' We must now note something of the attitude of |
i i'
[ Wesley towards the laboring class of people and more

I especially towards the labor movement. The condition ,

of the lower classes has already been referred to but

we should note what Wesley himself said about the peas-
i!

ants; "The generality of English peasants, * he says, (11
"are not only grossly, stupidlj, I had almost said |

brutishly, ignorant_a3 to all the arts_pf this life.,

Il



hut eminently‘sc with regard to religion and the life '

to come- Then note the sympathy that he showed for 

them, how he worked for them and let the Methodist 

preacher who desires to work onlj with the more cul- j 
tured, appreciative class contrast his own spirit with' 

that of the founder of the Methodist Church- It shoulc

not he forgotten , either, that Wesley was here speak-’j 
} 

ing of the peasants and that the condition of the Mln-'!

ers
whom Wesley came especially as a friend and an apostlej

was even much worse’- These men were the ones to

of Christ- They soon uame to see his love for them andj 

his (desire to help them and responded to his efforts I’
It

in a most gratifying manner- With the work of Wesley
5 

the condition of the miners came to a higher standard.,j 

Conditions in the mines were most de^fiorahle, lives i, 

were lost nearly every day, children were compelled toj 

stay underground days at a time and women also were ' 

engaged in work that was most miserable- And from the!
I, 

time that Wesley hecaiue their staunch friend Methodisirij
I 

has numbered the masses of the miners among her mem- i 
bers. Kor has the loyalty of the laborers to the fleth-! 

odist Church wavered. With the new religious eaqjer-
1 

ience that these men attained with the preaching of | 

Wesley and his followers they seemed also to come intoj
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possession also of new powers of speech and then they J 
>■ .« I

■became the leaders in the work ramong their own das- j
II 

^ses,- leaders not only in the religious work but in 

[industrial organizations seeking to make possible bet- 

iter conditions in the mines as well as in the homes 'j

!' and the churches. Many of the great labor leaders of

England from the time that the laboring classes began ! 
to receive a fair recognition have been the lay preachj 

f ers of Methodism. So we see that the Wesleyan spirit ' 

“working in the lives of those who were touched by the i 
J; Wesleyan movement has been identical with the social

service spirit as it has been gradually working itself 

out in the face of all the opposition that could be ij

, offered. j
I I

In conclusion it remains only to say that one 1

. of the great attributes of the Evangelical Revival
< Il

I was the fresh impulse that it gave to humanitarian and^^ 

benevelonent enterprises. Let us ponder well the j
II 

' ;^ruth contained in the statement of the English his- i 
II
j torian J.R. Green when he says, "But the Methodists j

■ themselves were the least result of the Methodist re- ^1 

vival. '. • In the nation at large appeared a new moral; 

enthusiasm which, rigid and pedantic as it often seem­

ed, was still healthy in its social tone, and whose

. *1I I
I 

i' 

|i
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yS-T-SBS' -T , JTfi. r. I I I -. %. ..^ -Z^ .bS^** .£ XiS,,■ J Jj;
II 1
I power was seen in the disappearance of the profligacy ,, 
j j
I whfcch had disgraced the. upper classes, and the foul- I 

1 ness that had infested literature evejn’srnde the Res- ‘ 
j toratlon. A yet nobler resulijof the religious -revival

1 was the stftady attewt, which has not ceased from that’I 
r- ''

day to this, to remedy the guilt, the ignorance, the

I"physical suffering, the social degradation of the prof-- 

!> ligate and the poor". So the Methodist Church is not 

lithe greatest result of the Wesleyan revival; just as 

i, the Church is not an end in itself but rather the means

to an end, and this end the btinging in of the King- 
t

I
I’dom of God, and the Kingdom not only personal but soci i 
I'ial.
I I


