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While the various factors of' ability, dogmatism rigid­

ity, anxiety, prejudice, authoritarianism, tendency to abstract, 

and others are all related to each other to some extent under 

some conditions, at the same time they appear to be factorially 

discriminable.1 However, in making up a scale seeking a com-

bination of' these personality elements, it was assumed that if 

the concept of' intensionalism was valid to begin with, the 

single common factor of' intensionalism would override the 

unique item factors of' unrelated personality characteristics. 

Obviously the scale must be evaluated item by item for appli­

cabili t7 to an intensional discrimination instrument. 

The intensionalism scale constructed 

Based on the above discussion, the following scales 

lRokeach and Fruchter, op. cit., p. 360. 
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believed that none of the subjects would show unusual interest 

or dislike for the material, and would all approach the content 

with the same relative attentiveness. The readings were tape 

recorded by Larry White, a Boston University Communication Arts 

major in the School of Public Relations and Communications, and 

a professional radio announcero 

The listening tests constructed 

The written recall listening tests were constructed 

from the material provided in the tape recorded messages. The 

scoring system, borrowed from Trenaman,l is based on the sub­

ject's ability to recall or show understanding of the major, 

general, or minor thoughts or points expressed in each article. 

The scoring is three points for a major item, two points for a 

general item, and one point for a minor item. The listening 

test for the abstract material consists of'ten questions--two 

of which include, short answer questions and the other eight 

being true-false questions. The total score possible on this 

test is twenty-seven. The test for nonabstract material con­

sists of thirteen questions--twelve true-false and one short 

answer.. The total score possible on this test is also twenty­

seven. Both tests, the answers, and points awarded each 

question are given in Appendixes D and E. 

1Trenaman, op. cit., po 174. 

























tery (as a measure of intelligence};: total test reading raw 

scores from the Cooperative Reading Comprehension Test; and 

the grade point received in laboratory science courses at the 

Junior College. 

Table 5 below provides al1 the scale and test scores 

for the final subjects. The subjects were numbered, starting 

from one, in the sequence in which the intensional scale was 

answered and returned to the writer over the total period of 

time administered. The pre-test subjects numbered one through 

thirty-four. The year in school (freshman or sophomore) and 

the subject 1 s sex are provided, but no correlations were made 

with them. The following notations" in addition to the ones 

cited earliers were used in Table 5 and subsequently in the 

analysis: 

V indicating verbal reasoning scores, 

c2T indicating reading scores from the CooperatiV'e 

Reading Test.s-

S indicating course grades in laboratory science, 

L1 indicating listening test number one (abstract 

material),_ and 

Lg indicating listening test number two (nonabstract 

material). 
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APPENDIX B 

THE ttABSTRACTu LISTENING VlATERIAL 

What Is Communication?1 

ByA. J. Ayer 

It may seem strange that one should begin a discussion of 

communication by asking what communication is. Surely, it may 

be said, you must already know what communication is before you 

can profitably start discussing it. And of course, there is a 

sense in which we do know what it is. We know how to use the 

word ttcommunicationtt in sentences. But it is one thing to be 

able to use a word correctly, and quite another to be able to 

give an account of its use. Sometimes what is wanted is a defi­

nition, but more often, in cases of this sort, a definition 

would not be much of a help, even if it were obtainable. We 

need an explanation, rather than a definition. 

In the oase of communication, we can say this. We com­

municate information, but also knowledge, error, opinions, ex­

periences, emotions and moods. Heat and motion can be communi-

cated. So can strength and weakness. We speak of communication 

cords. A system of communications covers not only postal ser-

lA. J. Ayer et al., Studies in Communication (London: 
Martin Seeker & Warburg, 1955, pp. 11-28. 








































