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(i)

Outline

of

Foreign Relations of Korea, 1864-1895

1. Korea's early relations with foreign co\intries.

A. Korea was little known in the Western world -until the time
of Hamel,

B. Her relations were solely confined to her immediate neighbors -

China and Jape.n,

C. Even the introduction of Western civilization through China.

(1) Korea's relations with China.,

A, Cultural relations are predominating,

B, The nat-ure of her relations to China becomes a puzzle to

the Westerners,

C, Tribute missions to China were purely ceremonial and
commercial,

D, Her relations with the Ming were like the relations existing
between father and son,

E, The invasions of the Manchus,

a, Hea-Ty tribute was imposed,

b. Relations were those of conquered and conqueror,

P. Politically Korea was independent.

(2) Korea's relations with Japan.

A, Korea as medium and source of Japanese civilization.

B. Importance of trade.

a, Japan was not economically self-sufficing country.

b. She was a part of the continent in the economic sense.

C. Japan's early trade with Ningpo and Pusan. These -oorts

were closed on account of Jape.nese pirates.
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(ii)

D. Her repeated attempts to re-open Fusan and Ningpo throngh
Korea. Upon Korea’s refuse! Hideyoshi declared war on
Korea and invaded the country,

E. lyeyasu’s peaceful oolicy and restimption of trade.

F. Korea never sent tribute missions to Japan.

II. The Tai Won Knn and his policy of seclusion, 1864-1876.

(1) Russian advance in the Far East and the persecution of the

French missionaries in Korea.

A. By the treaties of 1858 and 1860 with China Russia became
Korea’s neighbor.

B. Her activities in Tsushima, Sakha.lin and the Kuriles.

C. She knocks at the door of Korea,.

a. The Seoul court was in panic.

b. The TairWon Kun decided to use the French missionaries
to settle the Russian problem. In return he promised
religious freedom.

D. A brief sketch of introduction of Christianity to Korea.

E. The persecution of 1866.

a. The Tai Won Kun was tolerant.

b. But Christianity was connected with treason in the opin-

ion of the patriotic Koreans.

c. Other immediate causes.

F. The French punitive expedition.

(2) The General Sherman affair.

A. Heavily armed American schooner left Cheefoo for Korea
ostensibly for commercial purposes.

B. Arriving at the neck of the Tai Dong River they apxiarently

maltreated the na.tive officers who came to inquire about
the nature of the ship.

C. B\irning of the ship and crew.

D. The destruction of the General Sherman was not due to the

anti-American feeling in Korea. The Surprise case
supports this view.
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(iii)

E. The importance of the affair.

a. Frequent visits of the United States ships to secure in-
formation about the schooner and. thus paved the way
for the treaty negotiations,

b. Seward proposed a joint uunitive expedition to France.

(3) Seward's proposed joint expedition,

A, He was misinformed about the French expedition in Korea.

B. He thought pe.rtition of Korea was immediate and proposed
a joint expedition to the French minister at Washington.

His motives:

a. Open door policy in Korea?

b* The wound of French prestige in Mexico was to be healed
in Korea,

D. France declined on the ground that her public opinion was
not in favor of it.

(4) Body snatching expedition.

A. Jenkins , former interpreter to the United States consulate
at Sha-nghai, spread the rumor that Korea was about to

send out ambassadors to America and Europe.

B. To bring these ambassadors he cha.rtered the ship China;
a German Jew Opuert was made pilot; and Father Feron,
the French missionary who escaped from the persecution
of 1866 acted as guide.

C. The real purpose of the expedition was to steal the skeletons
of the Tai Won Kun's ancestors for ransom.

D. Their failure and the trial at Shanghai.

E. The Tai Won Kun's anti-foreign feeling increased.

(5) The Low-Rogers mission to Korea,

A. The fairy tales of Jenkins convinced George Seward, United
States consul-general at Shanghai, who asked his uncle
at Washington for an American embassy to Korea with the

view of opening the country. Thus preliminary prepara-
tion was made as early as 1868.

B. Low, United States minister at Peking and Rogers, United
States rear-admiral were appointed for the mission.
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(iv)

C. Their instriactions - seciaring a treaty for the protection
of shipwrecked mariners,

D. Preparations.

a. Low sought China's good offices.

E. The United States squadron at K-ngwha.,

a. Drew, the interpreter for the mission, met minor Korean
officers,

h. Sent a surveying party on which Koreans fired,

c. Spirited correspondence exchanged.

d. A little war followed.

F. Failure of the mission.

a. Low blamed China..

b. United States government approved Low's conduct,

III. The ascendency of the Min family and opening of Korea, 1872S1882.

(1) The K^’ngwha treaty of 1876.

A. Korea's relations with Japan to 1876,

a. Korea proposed a defensive alliance against France in 1866,

b. Japan offered her good offices to settle difficulties be-
tween Korea and the United States.

c. The unfortunate Yado incident aroused Korea's suspicion
and the Tai Won Kun declined to receive Japanese missions.

B. The rise of the Min family.

a. Strained relations between Qpeen Min and her father-in-
law,

b. Downfall of the Tai Won Kun.

c. The Queen reversed the old policy of her father-in-law.

C. The treaty of Kangwhe.

a. The Un To Maru incident,

b. Jaioen sent her envoys to Korea and China resuectively.

c. The treaty negotiation was hindered by the presence of

the Tai Won Kun in Seoul.
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(v)

D. The treaty provision:

a. Disputes over the titles of the sovereigns of Janan
and Korea,

h. Article 1 recognized Korea's independence. Its signifi-
cance,

c. Other important provisions,

( 2) The Shufeldt treaty of 1882,

A, Senator A. A. Sargent of California introduced a hill
authorizing the President to apooint a commission to

arrange by "peaceful means and with the aid of the
friendly office of Japan" a treaty with Korea,

B, Commodore Shufeldt on the U, S,S, Ticonderoga was sent to

visit Monrovia and other parts of the Par East with the
following instructions:

a. Act as an umpire in settling a disputed Question of
boundary between England and Liberia,

b. Open ports of Korea to commercial world,

C, He failed to get Japan's good offices,

D, Li Hung Chang invited him to Tientsin,

a. To undo what Japan had done in Korea since 1876,

b. To improve Chinese navy.

E, Li Hung Chang's letter to Korea - "poison must be met by
antidote.

"

F, The time limit of the U. S.S, Ticonderoga expired. Upon his
return to Washington he was appointed to resume the ne-
gotiations with Korea.

G, Conclusion of the treaty with Korea,

IV, The period of contest for Korea,

( 1 ) The United States, China and Japan in Korea, 1882-1883.

A. China and Japan were not satisfied with the Shufeldt treaty.

B. Return of the Tai Won Kun,

a. The riot of 1882 against the Mins and Japanese
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(vi)

C. Pro-CMnese faction invited Chinese troops to suppress
the riot.

a. Exile of the Tai Won Kun.

b. Chinese supremacy in Korea.

D. Japan sent forces to Korea and demanded redress within
three days.

E. The United States sent a man-of-war to watch the two con-
testing powers.

P. Korea yielded to Japan's harsh terms. Japan obtained
superior commercial advantages in Korea.

G. China also made special commercial regulations which put

iper in the most advantageous position in Korea.

H. Both the pro-Chinese pe-rty and United States minister at

Peking advised ratification of the Shufeldt treaty.

I. Coming of the United' States minister Poote to Seoul.

J. Korean embassy to Washington.

(2) Early United States oolicy in Korea, 1883-1887.

A. At the beginning United States policy in Korea did not
differ from her general policy in the Par East.

B. United States policy compared with the policies of European
countries in Korea.

C. The period of reconsideration and retreat from Korea.

a. Reducing Ifiaited States diplomatic rank in Korea.

b. Delay in sending military instructors whom the King
requested.

(3) The coup d'etat of 1884 and the Tientsin convention.

A. Comparison of Chinese and Japanese influences in Korea.

B. The discontent of the ret\irned students.

C. Japan availed herself of China's trouble with Prank© in
Tongking.

a. Japan forced the Korean government to grant the commer-
cial privileges enjoyed by Chinese to her subjects.
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b. She also planned the coup d'etat of 1884.

D. The Jenua-ry convention between Jsps.n and Korea.

E. The Tientsin convention between Japan and Korea.

a. Japan's diplomatic victory.

b. The terms of the convention.

(4) Russia, England and China in Korea, 1885-1888.

A. Waeber, a skillful Russian diplomat, appeared on the arena.

B. The von Mollendorff secret treaty with Russia which put
Korea practically under Russian protection.

C. England occupied Port Haiailton.

a. The diplomatic actions of the governments of Korea,
China, and England in regard to Port Hamilton,

b, England evacuated the island with the -understanding
that Russia would not secure any territory of Korea
and that the island should not be given nor leased
to any other po?/er,

D. China's economic penetration.

a. Built telegraph lines.

b. Incorporated Korean customs with her own under direction
of Sir Robert Hart.

c. Interfered in economic policy of the Korean government
and disregarded the customs regulations,

E. China sent back the Tai Won Kun to work for the cause of

China in Korea,

F. The Kira Yong Won Mission to Russia and the plot of de-
thronement .

G. China’s attempts to drive out foreigners from Korea,

a. Attempted to drive out the foreign merchants from Seoul,

b, Foulk was removed from Seoul.

c Denny was dismissed
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d. The Chinese in Seoul spread the rumor tha.t the
foreigners kidnapped Korean children for medical
purposes.

H. Russia again found cordial welcome in the Seoul court and
made the overland trade convention.

(5) The Pak Chung Yang mission to the United States, 1887.

A. The King of Korea feared China's ultimate design in Korea
and decided to send his mission to America and l^urooe.

B. Chinese interference and the delay of the mission.

a. The King humiliated and secured the permission of the

Tinperor of China.

"b, European mission was stopped on its way hy Chinese.

c. At Washington the Chinese minister tried to present the
Korean minister to the President.

C. The purpose of the mission and its failure.

(6) The Sino-Japanese War.

A. Japan's economic penetration in Korea since the Tientsin
convention.

B. The King's decree prohibiting exports of grains and the
difficulties with Janan resulted from it.

C. The assassina.tion of Kim Ok Kiun.

D. The Tong Hak movement.

a. Its origin and creed.

b. How Japan made use of it*

E. Arrival of the Chinese and Japanese troops.

a. Jauan determined to wage a war on China, and refused to

withdraw her troops from Korea.

b. The attack on the ualace by the Japanese troops.

c. Japan concluded two treaties with Korea.

F. Korea and China sought good offices of foreign nowers.

a, Japan ascertained the attitude of England and Russia.
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(ix)

G, Hostility.

a, Jat)anese sank the Kowshing.

h. Declaration of war.

c. The victory of Japan "both on land and sea.

H. Peace negotiations.

a. Japan declined the mediation of third powers for peace.

h. Throng the United States Legation at Peking China
apnroacher Japan directly.

c. The Detring and Chang-Sao missions failed.

d. The peace treaty of Shimonoseki.

(1) By article 1 China renounced her claims on Korea.

(2) Korea became an independent State. Would Japan
maintain the independence of Korea?



0

- r,.' V :..TV; oj ^ . L

"i' rroiJ’’^-irX&c_ .cf

. .'
a.’i ft'' .C cic 'iJrd a .L lo ^'iciDxv yJ.

'

.0

i ‘‘^ri c^o/i « n''.
. S

eof'©;;" 'icl 'to r:; i •:.:t :‘>JuIo-yb a'-"'-',

hctjb-.y'y J - ;J ’u}J:aV ^^(J^ ci^rn'i."' .d

. \:J ‘ n '•>r i b ci-^ * 1* of(o " O'v: r c

. >iXir^ f!fioi?'?L'n ^aiiyfiC! «:r" .o

.X .'3f,ficrJA<; '\c sot5'j<’

, -v 'loS flc 'itoiirf Yt' (r)

nfv-'’X. 5.fffcV.' ^nn.a'tr'iba: .i' 'i'-:.-x<^T. (i<)
‘

'’.•i'fc'H 1:0 aautof.xnjcfhn ; ni- •;+,'Ti. -r



( 1 )

KOREA.’ S EARLY RELATIONS WITH CHINA AND JAPAN

Korea’s intercourse with foreign nations was solely confined to

her immediate neighbors » Chins and Janan - up to the 19th century.

The first known entrance of any number of Eurooeans in the Hermit

Kingdom was that of Hollanders, belonging to the crew of the Dutch

ship Hollandra , which w^s driven ashore in 1627, Hamel, the super -5

carco of the ship, escaped from his unfortunate imurisonment in the

Land of Morning calm and returned to his home country in July 20, 1668,

after 40 year’s sojourn in Korea, (l) Like Marco Polo he wrote an

account of the shipwreck of a Dutch vessel on the isle of Quelpaert

with a description of Korea, T]arough this account the Western world

received the first glimpse of the peninsula kingdom in the extreme

Far East. His narratives were read as fairy tales but the Western

world let Korea follow her own destinies. So the visit of the un-

fortunate seamen changed nothing either inside or outside of Korea

and her relations were as before confined to China and Jamn.

, Even the introduction of elements of Western civilization was

m^’de not through any Western nation but through China. When Ad=m

Schall WPS enjoying all sorts of favors in the Mpnehu Court at Peking

a Korean, Chung Doo Won, brought home (in 1672) Western fire arms,

lamps, clocks, field glasses, pink cotton seeds, and books dealing with

astronomy and Western customs. Using these as models Koreans made

(l) There ere many publications; Penkerton, voyages and traveii,

vol. 7, pp. 517-540, London, 1811; Churchill, coll, of voyages,
vol. 4, pu. 719-742, London, 1745, etc.
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( 2)

pumps and clocks in 1724 and studied eclipses and other branches of

astronomy more accur^^tely. (2) It is usually said that Koreans

relations with China began with the coming of Ki Tsa in 1122 B.G.

with 5,000 followers and 5 ritesi^^ But modern historical study is

very much in favor of revising this traditional view and doubts

even the existence of the man, Ki Tsa. The first historical record

of him is found in Sa Ma Chun’s history in which he said:

”Wu Wang overthrew the Yin dynasty and came to see Ki Tsa —

and discussed the principles of government. Thereupon he made

Ki Tsa ruler of Chosen and his minister." (4)

With this exception there is no Chinese literature, especially during

the nine hundred year period from the end of Yin to the rise of

Han, which could be considered as Ki Tsa’s contemporary period which

mentions anything about his migration to Korea. (5) Moreover, even

in Sa Ma Chun’s work on Korea nothing is said about Ki Tza. The

Ki Tza tomb in Pyeng Yang was built by Sook Chong of Koryu about SCO

years ago; and the so-called Ki Tza land system known as the "Well

field" system seems to have no connection with him. (6)

Nevertheless, it is idle to argue whether or not Korea owes

(2) Seno, Modern Hist, of Korea (in Japanese), pp. 53-55.

(3) Oda, Ancient Hist, of Korea (in Japauese)
, pp. 33-34.

Cf. H. G. Appenzeller, "Ki Tza", in Korean Repository, 1895.

(4) Oda, ibid.

(5) Ibid.

(6) Ibid.
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( 3 )

anything to China culturally. There may not have been a Ki Tza

but it is certain that Korea borrowed Chinese civilization freely and

transmitted it to Japan. Up to the Mongol conquest of Korea it might

be said that cultural relations between the Middle Kingdom and the

peninsula occupied a more prominent place than either military ot

diplomatic relations. It is certain that both Ean and Tang

Emperors once conquered and occupied a part of Korea, but comparing

these events with cultural relations of the two countries the mili-
excent

tary affairs were of a temporary nature and left no influence/ perhaps

that even they encouraged cultural contact.

With the coming of the Mongols Korea's relations with China

entered a new phase. Korea made not only an intermediary of civ-

ilization between China and Japan but also the diplomatic intermediary

between the two countries and the base of military operations for

their expansion. Moreover, Korea, as a conquered nation, began to

bear certain treaty obligations such as the sending of tributes

and. recognizing the higher status of Mongol rulers.

About 1214 the Kitans who had been driven out from their home-

land by the Mongols invaded Koryu and plundered a part of Northern

Korea and even threatened the c^nital of Koryu, Songdo. (7) Without

any request on the pert of Koryu the Mongols and the Dong Ha (the

Kims, who had sided with the tribe of Mongol), sent about 30,000

(7) Puller account, see Hulbert, History of Korea, vol. 1,

chapters 5 and 6.
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forces to seize the Kit&ns who stood et h^^iy et Kang Dong in the

Northern part of the peninsula. With their assistance and the

strife among the Kitans the Koryu army defeated the enemy and took

some Kitans as prisoners, whom the Koreans employed on the farms

later known as Kitan farms. During their contact with the Mongols

the Koreans found out that the Mongols were so little "beyond the

condition of the savage and that there could he 15ttle real friend-

ship between them, and they did not hesitate to express their con-

tempt much to the resentment of the Mongols.

This unsought but generous military assistance of the Mongols

became a puzzle for the Songdo court, but not for a long time, be-

cause 10 days after the seizure of Kang Dong the chief commander of

the Mongols, Hopchin, dispatched 10 envoys to Songdo with the Im-

perial credentials and demanded a treaty of friendship between the

two countries. (8) Having no other alternative the Songdo court,

yielded, and concluded a treaty, which provided that the Koreans

should, perform the ceremony of nrostration and send annual tribute

to the Mongols; that the Mongols would send, the tribute collectors

to Koryu on account of the road blockade; and that the tribute

collectors should come through the land of Dong Ha (Kim) and their

number should not exceed ten. (9)

On account of her military weakness Koryi accepted this treaty

(8) Seno, Medieval Hist, of Korea (in Japanese), p. 209.

(9) Seno, op. cit., p. 209.
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but she was not at all loyal in fulfilling her treaty obligations.

While the Kubli Khan was away in the west the Kims, who had sent

re enforcement to Koryu to win their good will, informed the Songdo

court that they had severed their relations with the Mongols and were

proposing an entente cordial. (lO) But the power of the Mongols

was not waning as the Kims thought , and they were subdued by the

enemy. Next it was Koryu’s ttirn. On the pretext of the mal-

treatment of their envoy to Songdo the Mongols sent an expeditionary

force under the command of Sallatap. The Mongol invasions to Korea

were seven in number and the devastation was so thorough that a

Korean record ’ tells us ’’all human beings and houses are burnt

and even chickens and dogs are unseen." (ll) Following the conquest

the Mongols imposed upon Korea 72 of their officers known as

Dallowhachuk to supervise the Korean government; they argumented their

influence in the Songdo court by installing court ladies; and they

reformed the Korean administrative system after their own model. (12)

The significance of the Mongol invasions does not lay in de-

termining the status of Korea but in the use of the conquered land

as 8 military base in order to subjugate Japan. This set up a

bad precedent which later Eideyoshi followed with the ultimate

view of expansion to China. The invasions of the Mongols naturally

exhausted the man power and other resources of the small Kingdom,

(10) Ibid.

(11) Ibid., p. 213.

(12) Ibid.
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shd also aroused the animosity of Japan towards the peninsifLa.

Henceforth Japanese piratic activities along the Korean coasts in-

creased to an alarming degree.

Korean kings as a matter of custom sought the apnroval of the

Emperor of China when ascending the throne and choosing consorts, and

they notified him of all deaths in the Royal family. This custom

probably arose during the Ming dynasty, and was a kind of investi-

ture of a strictly ceremonial character bearing with it no idea of

subordination, other than that of respect and deference on the part

of a younger member of a family to its recognized head. (13) The

performance of these ceremonies gratified the vanity of the Chinese

Emperors, who always considered that their country was the center

of the universe and the repository of the wisdom and that the peoples

beyond the botindaries of the middle Kingdom were "barbarians". To

the small states this recongition by the Great Country meant increase

of prestige while the failure to pay "tribute" to Chine, meant no

trade with the wealthy country. The "tribute" to Chine was of such

e. purely ceremonial character that the British government shov;ed no

hesitation to guarantee the continuance of the decemical tribute

mission to Peking when concluding the Biarmah convention with China,

in 1886. (14)

When tassal st-tes decided to do things in their own way the

suzerain acquiesced without even a mild protest. Twice during the

(13) Rockhill, Chine's Intercourse with Korea, p. 4.

(14) Ibid., p. 5.
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Ming IJjmasty the people of Korea chose their sovereigns without con-

sulting Chins, and the latter power only entered a mild protest. (15)

There seems to he no case recorded in which the Emperor of Chins had

ever disapproved of the Korean King's choice of a successor or

consort. (16)

The relations between the Ming and the Li dynasties were very

frequent and intimate because Li Tai Cho, who had overthrown the last

ruler of the Wang Kun dynssty and had usurped the throne, felt that

the fate of his dynasty largely depended upon the good will of the

Ming Emperor. He and his successors^ therefore , were rather lavish

in sending "tribute” to the Emperor and were more prompt in complying

with a vassal's duties. To secure investiture Li Sung Kei in 1392

sent the Emperor of China about 9,800 horses and 19,700 pieces of

hempen, linens, and cotton stuffs. (17)

Altho-ugh the change of the dynasty was recognized, the inves-

titure was not bestowed upon Li Sung Kei by the Ming Emperor. The

Emperor in recognizing the change of dynasty wrote in a letter:

"Kao-li is a small region in the far east, and is not

under the rule of the Middle Kingdom. Let the Board of Rites

inform it that so long as its irule is in conformity with the

will of Heaven and in harmony with the hearts of men, and so

slong as it creates no strife on our borders, so long will its

(15) Ibid.

(16) Ibid.

(17) Rockhill, op. cit.
, p. 8
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people be allowed to go and come and the kingdom will enjoy

happiness; hut we have no investig?=tion to make in the matter

(of the change of dynasty)." (18)

This letter woxild indicate that investiture would follov/ readily

hut meanwhile the Emperor was informed hy the General of Lio Txmg

that Koreans were bribing the border military officers with gold,

silver, and silk; and they were also kidaapuing the Kitan women, and

that they were raiding the border of China. This misleading report

annoyed the Emperor and above all the Emperor not knowing the size

of Korean horses, came to the conclusion that Li Sung Kei meant to

insult him by presenting small ponies. The misunderstanding was

cleared up and in June of the first year of the new dynasty the

Ming Emperor sent the royal seal to Li Sung Kei. Thus he was

duly enthroned as King of Chosen. From this time on it became the

duty of the Kings of Korea to get the Emperor's approval of their

accession to the throne to inform, him of the death of the King, and

to receive the post mortem title for the deceased King. (19)

With the purpose of consolidating his dynasty Li Tai Cho devised

the motto of later Korean foreign policy - "Serve the Great Country,

associate with the neighbor". In accordance with this maxim Li Tai

Cho also opened the ports to Japanese. He not only flattered the Ming

with rich tribute but also made his people respect the Ming dynasty.

From Li Tai Cho to the reign of Sei Cho the government devised

numerous means to foster profrMing attitude among the ueople. The

(18) Ibid.

(19) Seno, Modern History of Korea , p. 24.








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































