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INTRODUCTION 

Jews have been an active element in the New World 

since its discovery. Jewish money made Columbus• voyage 

possible. Jews prepared the navigation charts and instru-

ments that Columbus used. And there were Je ws among Colum-

bus 1 crew: the first white man to set foot in America 

was the Je>'l, Luis de Torres, Colv:mbus 1 ,inte rp reter. Jews 

were among the first settlers of t h e New World, and long 

before the North American settlements were conceived there 

were flourishing Jewish colonies at Para, Pernambuco, 

Bahia, and Rio de Janeiro, until the bloody fingers of 

t h e Inquisition reached ror them across the seas. 

The early Jewish i mmigrants to North America and 

their descendants, despite their numerical insignificance, 

exercised considerable influence upon the upbuilding of 
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t he colonies • They we r e in numbe r only a few thousand, 

yet th ey were able to pl ay the maj or role in the f oundation 

of the interna tional trade. Wrote Addison in his Spectator 

in 1712: 

They [the Jews] are, indeed, so disseminated through 
all the trading parts of the world, that they are 
become the instruments by which the most dist ant 
nations converse with one another , and by which man 
kind are knit together in a g eneral corres p ondence. 
They are like the pegs and nails in a great building, 
wh ich, though they are but little valued in them
selves, are abso lutely necessary to keep the whole 
frame to g ethe r.l 

The Jew h a s be en a subject of discussion in Ame r ican 

literature since 1640. Every type of creative expression--

novel, d rama , p oem, essay, and theolo gical tract--has been 

used to characterize, exp lain, defend or criticize him . 

In fiction and in drama hundreds of Je ws of various capa-

cities and classes ha ve been po rtr ayed. 

Almo s t every major personal ity in American letters 

has expressed h is sent i ments ab out the Jews. There e xists 

conse quently a rich liter a ture p ertaining to the Jews in 

America, a literature wh ich fo r t h e first two centuries 

came almost entir ely from the pens of non-Jewish write rs • 

These writings offer a most illumina ting insight into 

1. The Spectator. Complete in One Volume, Ed inburgh, 
1877, No. 495, September 27, 1712, p. 710. 





attempts of New England Divines; that extreme 
reverence for the Bible blinded Christi a ns to 
its literary excellences, sQ that they failed 
to see the contrast between this rendering and 
the sonorous grandeur of the King James version; 
and that the one test imposed on this work, as 
a matter of sacred principle, was that of 
literal exactness." Cairns, Selections from 
Early American Writers, p. 75. 

.,_ 
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we answer •• • The psalmes are penned in such verses 
as are sutable to the poetry of the hebrew language, 
and not in the comm on style of such other bookes 
of the old Testament as a re not poeticall; now no 
protestant doubteth but that all the bookes of the 
scripture should by Gods ordina nce be extant in 
the mother tongue of each nation, that they may be 
understood of all, hence the psalmes are to be 
translated into our english tongue: and if in our 
eng lish tongue we are to sing them, thBn as all 
our english songs (according to the course of our 
eng lish poetry) do run in metre, soe ought Davids 
psalmes to be translated into meeter, that soe wee 
may sing the Lords songs, as in our English tongue 
soe in such verses as are familiar to an english 
eare which are commonly metricall: and as it can 
be no just offense to any good conscience, to sing 
Davids hebrew songs in ehg l i sh words, soe neither 
to sing his poeticall verses in english poeticall 
metre • • •• Neither let any think, that for the meetre 
sake wee have taken liberty or poeticall licenee 
to depart from the true and proper sence of Davids 
words in the hebrew verses, noe; but it hath beene 
one part of our religious care and faithfull in
deavour, to keepe close to the originall text. 2 

Two illustrations from The Bay Psalm Book presented 

to g ether with transl a tions from the Hebrew Bible issued 

by the Jei-rish Publication Society of America ;'fill demon-

strata how the simple beauty of the ps a lms suffered be-

cause of the attempt at riming.? 

2. The Whole Boeke of Psalmes Faithfully Translated 
into English Metre, quoted in Selections from 
Early American Writers 1607-1800, 11Hlliam B. Cairns, 
ed., New York, 1915, pp. 7?-4 • 

). "The modern reader finds it hard to understand how 
our forefathers could have endured so rough and 
barbarous a rendering of the Hebrew poems. It must 
be remembered that the sense of form in English 
verse was not high, as is shown by other poetic 



5. In presence of my spiteful Foes, 
he does My Table spread; 

He crowns my Cup with chearful Wine, 
with Oil anoints my Head . · 

6. Since God doth thus his wond 1 rous Love 
throu gh all my Life extend, 

That Life to Him I will devote, 
and in his Temple spend. 

N. Brady and N. Tate, A New Version of the Psalms 
of David: Fitted to the Tumes Used in Churches, 
Boston, 1774, n. p. 
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23 A PSALME OF DAVID 

The Lord to mee a shepheard is, 
want therefore shall not I. 

2 Hee in the folds of tender-grasse, 
doth cause mee downe to lie: 

To waters calme me g ently leads 
3 Restore my soule doth hee: 

he doth in paths of righteousnes: 
for his names sake leade mee. 

4 Yea though in valley of deaths shade 
I walk, none ill I 1 le feare: 

because thou are with mee, thy rod, 
and staffe my comfort are. 

5 For mee a table thou hast spread, 
in presence of my foes: 

thou dost annoynt my head with oyle, 
my cup it over-flowes. 

6 Goodnes & mercy surely shall 
all my dayes follow mee : 

and in the Lords house I shall
4

dwell 
so long as dayes shall bee. 

4 . Bay Psalm Book, p. 79. 

--ix--

A later versification of the psalms is even 
worse--and one of the parties to the crime was 
Nahum Tate, the Poet-Laureate, himself. 

PSAL£-1 XXIII 

1 The Lord himself, the mighty Lord, 
vouchsafes to be my Guide; 

The Shepherd, by whose constant Care 
my Wants are all supply 1 d. 

2. In tender Grass he makes me feed, 
and gently there repose; 

Then leads me to cool Shades, and where 
refreshing Water flows. 

3. He does my wa ndring Soul reelaim, 
and, to his endless Praise, 

Instruct with humble Zeal to walk 
in his most righteous Ways. 

4. I pass the gloomy Vale of Death , 
from Fear and Danger free; 

For there his aiding Rod and Staff 
defend and comfort me. 
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THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD 
Psalm 2) 

--x--

THE LORD is my shepherd; I shall not \'lant . He 1 

maketh me to lie down in green pastures; He leadeth 1 

me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul; I 
He guideth me in straight paths for His name 1 s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art · 1 
wiih me ; Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me . 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence 1 

of mine enemies; Thou hast anointed my head with 1 

oil; my cup rummeth over. 
Surely goodmess and mercy shall follow me all 

the days of my life; and I shall dwell in the house 
of the LORD for ever.5 

The second illustration demonstrates the innacuracy 

that the Puritan translators often unwitting ly achieved. 

PSALME 100 

Make yee a joyfull sounding noyse 
unto Jehovah, all the earth: 

2 Serve yee Jehovah with gladnes: 
before his presence come with mirth. 

3 Know, that Jehovah he is God, 
who hath us formed it is hee, 
& not ourselves: his owne people 
& sheepe of his p a sture are wee. 

4 Enter into his gates with prayse, 
into his Courts with thankfullnes: 
make yee confession unto him, 
& his name reverently blesse. 

5 Because Jehovah he is good, 
for evermore is his mercy: 
& unto generations all 
continue doth his verity.6 

The Holy Scriptures, An Abridgment, Philadelphia, 
1931, p. 612. 

6. Bay Psalm Book, p. 80-1. 
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out of Egypt, and out of the house of Bondage , 
Exod. 20. t h erefore Christ was that Jehovah, 
t hat said unto all Israel, Thou shalt have no other 
Gods but me : Thou shalt not make to thv self anv 
graven Images, thou shalt not bow down to worship 
them •••• 

So then, Christ was t ha t Jehovah that first 
promised the Land of Canaan, unto Abraham and 
his seed.9 

Pinchion continues to identify every mention of 

Jehovah with Jesus, and to him this constitutes conclusive 

proof that the truths of Christianity can be found in the 

very hi story of the Jews themselves . But lest there be 

the sli ghtest possibility of a doubt r 3maining , the 

Scholar conveniently asks for us: 

What other proof have y ou to confirm this Tenent, 
that the Jewes Synagogues were particular Churches 
of Jesus Christ? 

And t he Teacher, patient as te a chers always are, replies : 

The truth of this Tenent doth further ap p ear by the 
term Church , and t he term Synag ogue, which are used 
as terms convertible or synonima. 

First the Apostle James calls a Christian Church 
a Syna g ogu e •••• 

Secondly, David calls the Jewes Syna g ogues by the 
name of Churches. lO 

9 . Wi lliam Pinchion, The Jewes Synagogue: or, a 
Treati se Concerning the Ancient Orders and Manner 
of Worship Used by the Jewes in Their Synagogue-
Assemb lies, London, 1652, pp . 1-2. 

10 . Ibid., p . 5. 
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CHAPTER 1 

AMERICAN EYES UPON JEWISH SOULS 

And Israel too pass 1 d on--the trampled Jew! 
Israeli--who made Jerusalem a throne 
For the wide world--pass 1 d on as carelessly; 
Giving no look of interest to tell 
The shrouded dead was anything to her. 
Oh that they would be gather 1 d as a brood 
Is gathered by a parent 1 s sheltering wingstl 

For the most part early American writers on Jews v1ere 

preoccupied with conversion of the Jews to Christianity. 

Certainly this was not peculiar to the New World. It had 

been one of the dilemmas of Christianity since its very 

inception. But in Europe the methods were p a ssion, fire, 

and violence: the Holy Crusade, the Auto de Fe, the Papal 

1. Na t h aniel Parker Willis, "On the De a t h of a Mis
sionary," in The Poems, Sacred, Passionate, and 
Humorous, of Nathaniel Parker Willis, New York, 
1850, p. 80. 
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concerned with the Jew. His interest in the Hebrews, 

their language, Old Testament, and history was insatiate 

and life-long. It is little wonder that he was t h e first 

Americ a n author to attempt the writing of post-biblical 

Jewish history. 

Toward the latter End of the Summer now running , 
I began one of the greatest Works, that ever I 
undertook in my Life.6 

Th is was his Biblia Americana. At first it was intended 

to be a two-volume series of scriptural illustrations 

which he expected to complete in a seven-year period. 

But it was not until 1706 that he wrote: 

And on this Day I finished my BIBLIA AMER ICANA.7 

Soon after , certain that his Biblia was a great work, 

and just what the world needed, he sought divine aid for 

its publication. 

One principal Request, which I had to present before 
t he Lord, was, t ha t the Lord woul d please to accept 
my Biblia Ame ricana, and mercifully direct me how 
and when to send that Work over for England, and 

6. Cotton Mather, Diary of Cotton Ma ther 1681-1708, 
Massachusetts Historical Society Collections, 
Seventh Series, Boston, 1911-12 , Entry of August , 
1693, VII, 169. 

7. Ibid., Entry of May 28, 1706, VII, 56). 
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21, June 23, as I remember.--I told the ke eper 
afterwards wish t mi gh t meet in Reaven: He 
answerd, and drink a Glass of Beer to g ether, 
which we were t h en doing .29 

--17--

The desirability of drinking beer in a cemetery or 

t h e propriety of doing it in Heaven are beyond the scope 

of this present discussion. But it is at least apparent 

that Sewall allowed the possibility that a professing 

Jew mi ght still reach Heaven. 

However, it must not be assumed that Jud g e Sewall 

unlike his colleagues did not cast covetous eyes upon 

Je\.;i sh souls. The following stanza, written at the end 

of a small tract, Proposals Touching the Accomplishment 

of Prophecies Humbly Off e red by Samuel Sewall, M. A. 

(1713), was probably meant in all sincerity. 

From hard 1 ned Jews the Vail remove; 
Let t hem t h eir Ma rtyr 1 d Jesus love; 
And Homage unto Him afford, 
Because He is their Rightfull Lord.30 

# 

29. Sewall, Di a ry, Entry of March 18, 1689, V, 301. 

30. Quoted in Sewall, Diary, VI, 39)n. 
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No sooner had their me tamorphosis been complete than they 

joined their voices to the din created by those who would 

bring salvation to the Jews. 

Judah Monis was the first Jew to receive a degree 

from Harvard College. Aspiring to a position on the 

faculty, Manis accepted baptism in 1722 and became 

Harvard's first instructor of h ebrew. His oapti sm t-la s 

considered a triumph b y local Christian ministers who 

claimed that not only had he been a Jew but that he had 

been no less th a n a Rabbi. This was probably an exuberant 

overst a tement of fact, as there appears to be no evidence 

to support it. His conversional ceremony was public and 

well-attended. The conversion occurred at Harvard on 

March 27, 1722, a t which time the Rev. Benjamin Col man 

delivered a discourse, Moses a Witness to Opr Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ (1722). 

Unlike Increase Mather in his enthusiastic preface2 

to Manis discourse, The Truth, t h ere seems to be a tone 

of reserve in Colm an 's appraisal of Monis 1 apostasy. 

As t£ Mr. Manis himself, it must be confessed that 
he seems a very Valuable Proselyte •••• GOD grant 
that (as our SAVIOUR said to Peter) being Converted 

---------------·---------------·-----------------------------------------------------11 
2. Pa g es 3-4- of this thesis. 












































































































































































































