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Preface
Where the sun shines in the street-
There are very many feet
Seeking God, all unaware
That their hastening is a prayer.
Perhaps these feet would deem it odd, .
(Wﬁo think they are on business bent)
If someone went

And told them, ®You are seeking Godl"

"Feet" by Mary Carolyn
(BA, 1917: 100.)
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WHENCE CAME THEY?
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1. Whence Came They?

The gang-plank was lowered, Hundred§ of eager faces were turned
toward it. At last, nothing seﬁarated them from America, the "Land
of‘the free and the home of the bravel™ There were Italians, Jews,
Scandinavians, Irish, Slavs, Syrians, Portugese, all coming to
make their homes in America. Long had they dreameu about the new
country where people had enough to eat and to wear, where their
children might receive a good education, where they need not be in
constant fear-of the officers of the government, the land of peace

and plenty!

How. they had scrimped and saved to come to Americal There were
men in the .crowd that waited to leave the steamer, Safely- tucked in
their pockets were the few dollars that were to start them out on
their way to great fortune. As they stood there ready to cross the
little bridge into the new world, some of them were thinkiﬁé of
‘sweethearts they had left behind for whom they must work and save
that somgday, they, too, might come to this new land. There were
husbands amd fathers who had ventured alone to .prevare -a home for
their wives and children still in the old country. There were child-
renrin theﬁr‘funny little peasantts elothes eager to get off .and be
busy investigating the wonders of- the new home. But most fascinating
to us were the mothers, worn and haggard after the long -journey,
with crying babies in their arms and. tired children clinging to their
skirts,

- Eagerly we scanned the faces to discover Slavic types. There

was a.group of. Russian womerr, not far frem them some Poles, very

near the .railing some that we theught must- be Southern SIavs. The

P
bright colored-gilk .scafs and shawls; theixr peasant boots -and short

, (1) ]




skirts showed signd of fgng and wearisome travel., -Their journey was
nearly over, but no_expression of joy nor expectation shéwn on théir
faoeg. Thney were stolid, sad faces of womeﬁ'%ho had -grown old while
their years wer€ still young, they showed signs of hard toil, of .
suffexring and 0ppres§§on. Would their drooping mouths ever smile,
their tired.eyes light up with joy?

As we watched these woémen we £eoalled another picture, the
“Landing of the Pilgrims." How much like those brave Pilgrim mothers
were these immigrant women toaay}-in spite of our modern civiliza-
tion, it still takes -courag€ and brafery to make America oneis
home. Did tndy know, we wondered, how long in this new.land was the
p;th to peace and plenty and how filled with thorn$§ ahd rdcky places?
Did. they know that they would be huddled togetner id crowded houses |
in -dirty neighborhoods, would be Ijghed.at. because of their gueer
clothes and their odd names? Did théy realize how Long and hard
they and thieir husbands wouiﬁ have -to work shut away from the bhlue
sky and -sunshirie? -Did they understand how soon those children who
were clinging so Elosély to them now in faith would learn the lané-
uage and adopt the new customs-and lose respect -for their old-world
mothers? Did they Xnow that they were the humar fuel that“kept the
black sﬁbke rolling out pf our great factery‘ehimneyé?'We knew- the
sorrows they were to face hut ionged to tell them of the joys,too,
that waited for thenm in this our native land. Puflic schools, lihe
raries, parks, sympathetic nurses and doctors, but best of all,
women waiting to be their friends, churches with open doors ready

to tell them of the living Christ who brought the message of abund-

ant 1ife, Oh! Where were the Stars and the Stiripes, the bands, that

with their warm cblor and martial music might welcome these weary

.-
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mothers and bring smiles to their toilworn faces?

Before stepping upon the gang-plank, one woman turned her gaze
backward as if to look fbr the last tiﬁé upon the place from which
she came., Her arms were empty, perhaps she had left a little body
burried in the homeland. And the others? Were they sad because their
hearts and thoughts, too, werenback among the folks at home? There,
were; no doubt, old mothers whom they might not see again, children
whgm they could not take with them on this first trip, neighbors
and dear friends whose-farewells they could not forget. Soon we
found our eves leaving th%irafac%g and gazing out across the great
ocean, over the unknown lands from Which‘these women came. How much
we could tell them about tq§ir new home gnd how 1itti§ did we Xknow
about their old home! What had they left behind them? What kind of
houses did they live in? Did they come from the city eY the country? ’
What were their duties, their pleasures? How different from their
old life would their new life be? They were stepping out of an ald
civilization into a new, what wefe they briﬁ}ng with them?

The first and secomd class passengers had left the steamer and
now hundreds of peasants were filing up the gang-plank to finish
their entrance eequirements into the United States., As they passed,

the words kept repeating themselves like a refrain, "Whence came

they? Whence came they?*
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II. The Background of the Slavs,

A. Who are the S8lavs?

1. A brief historiﬁal beakground,.
. Cartoonists have pictured the Slav as a very stolid, heavily
bearded peasant, uncouth and wild. For centuries the term "Slav
Barbarism" has been emphasised in Euéope. For years the word Russia
or Poland-suggested nothing but a medieval form of inquisition re-
sulting in exile and hard labor in the mines of Siberia. Todéy,
the terms Slay and Russia are synonyms for anarchy. But when the
truth is known, we find the Slavs to be a mighty race of people,
not yet developed, which should be judged not by }heir pasg_rulexs
and systems of governmen£ but by the real soul of tﬁéipeople. Ihe
cause for the system of Siberian ex1le, the constant uprlslng of

-

the Slavs, and flnally, the great recent revolutlon 1n-Russwg, arq

= ~

not indications of a quarrelsome, barbaric people, but a strong
race demandlég:enllghxxnment and culture against the barbarism of
autocrasy. :“¢-~
In very ea;1§ times the Slavs were masters. of a great empire
which included the territory of‘Mns;ovy; Austria- Hungary, all of
the Balkan St;tes, two-thirds of the German Empire, a part of Italy,
and é’large part of Scandinavia. This was, indeed, the time when
the word %lav was be;;ing its most beautiful meaning, "Glory". Tl.cou
Though no daée can be fixed for-theiarrival of the Slavs in Europe,
the first time th? word "Slav" is mentioned in historical recoxds
is 600 A.D. when Jordaneé, a Gothic historién, mentions them among
the unsetﬁleé peoples of EBastern kurope. The Roman higtorians Pliny,
Tacitus, and Ptolemy'in the first and second centuries referred

to the Slavs as Wends. In the invasion of Burope, the Teutons pre-

(6)
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ceeded the Slavs and gettled among highly civilized peoples, but -
the Slavs settled in a civilization as bleak and raw as the climate,
93 they worked their way south they were in constant warfare with
various inyaders. The ¥inns, Tartars, and Mongols tried- to tcrush
the Slavs, But, in spite of these foreign groupd, the Slavs always
retained their Slavic characteristics.

By the third century Slavs were in the Balkan penninsula.
Steadily they grew in importance in Burope. At the end of the fifth
century they were~masters from-the Alps.to the mouth of the Elbe,
and from the Black.,Sea to the Baltic Sea. As the Germans pushed
egst- ward and met the siagyars, who in turn met the Roumanians, the
Slavs were divided; and since fhat time have been cldssified as

~Northern, kastern; and Southern Slavs. The Northern Slavs are the
Poles, Czechs, Luscitan Serbs; and- the Slovaks; the sastermn Slavs
are the Hussians who are diwvided into the Great Russians, those of
central Russia, the white Russians of we¢stern Russia, and the Little
Russians in the Ukrainian district. ''he Southern Slavs are the
Bulgars and those found in Jugoslavia, the Kingdom made up of

Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, Bosnians, Herzogovinians, and ‘Montenegrans.

Yoday, Slavs comprise ovelt one- .féourth of tHe -population of
Europe, their -number being estimated at somethifng .overstwo hundred
milliong. -rthere are-approximalely one hundred and sixty eight mil-
lions of Russiagns, thirty millions of Poles. and--Czeehoslovaksy
twepty millions of Jugoslays and Bulgars, and eight millions of -all
kinds oﬁ,s;aqsuiq the United States of America. The-area covered
by the Slays is immuense. Russia alone o¢cupies one gewenth of the
surface of the earth. The political and geographical area of the

Slavs _stretches from the Arctic Ocean on the north to tlie Black

~ ., ’ 'l
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and Adriatic seas on the south, and from the Russian Islands-of the
Pacific to thé Baltic, ‘thence .along the rivers Elbe, Muhr, -and
Raab, back.to the Adriatice. It is the just dream of all -the Slavic
leaders that someday .all the Sia..viq nations shall be ,united .in &
great Sldavic United States -of the World,

2+ Slavic Traits.

-

Anthropologists are gonfounded in trying to determine exactly
the origin of the Slav. They throw out many conjectures, Like all
othersraces, the Slavs- in their physical traits show an interming-
ling of ‘many raceg. Because they cover such a vast territory and
have come intd contact with so many peoples, it is hard. to find a
true *Slavonic type*...But, though the Slav may have Mongel, Finnish,
or Tai‘tar blood floxlving through his veins, he belongs to the Aryan
family and is as much Indo= European -as ‘the- Anglo- SaxXon. We cannot
say' that the typical Slav 4s light. or dark, tall or_short, for they
run the entire gamot of physical traits. In Serbia the Slave are L;a
real Apollos averaging about six feet three inches in heighth while
the a'verage Russian is short. There are blag. Russians and dark
Russians, bl&d Poi-eg and brunette Serbs and Bulgars. Thopgh there
ié. no *Slavonic type® there exist distinct differences among the
varioué ;hgysical traits of each of the Slavic states. A Montenegran
is a Montemegran and a ‘Ruspian -a Russians |

2Man is not méasured by his body heighth but by his mental
light®, sg runs a Serbian proverbs If we cannot speak of g -*Slav-
onic ;;hysical type* we can speak of a "Stamonic soul®, Though each
of the Slavic n&tiéna differ in some respects certain fundamental

spiritual characteristics are¢ present -in alle While the Russian is

meloncholy his Serbisn brother is day and lighthearted; the Bul-




*garian -cokd-blooded.-and cate uratgng matureé si:zwés. way. to. a ,S'o”f‘?t’; Ll
pliant disposition in -the Pole; the Czegh hassgreatvlnltlatLVB andv
businedgs capacity, while the Pole lapkingaan business abili%y has
great powers of o¢rganizition. The .Slavonic soul- i8-firgY charact-
‘erized by its ddealism. Never satisfied With his. acﬁi:e%e"méﬁts;}, the
Slav is striving -ever toward the best, :the ‘greatest, the. ultimates
in whatever he ettempts. He is capable of a ‘very high degree’ gf ine
‘telligence and, where opportuni%yahaaAbeeﬁfgrdﬁﬁ%d;;hﬁaeﬁégpﬁ@*v
very cultured and refined. A striking characteristic of the Slav
is his versatility. No Slaw is just u teacher, a carpenter, or a
muépian.'whe followingﬂdiasrﬂﬁion.of Borodine who is known in the -
western world-by his music is & good example. of Slavie versatil-
ity; . “ % .- IR

"Borodine was & most .remarkable cbmbination‘bf very musical
abilifieéq Boredine the.surgeon and doctor’ enjdyed a nation-wide
reputation; Borodine the chemist made ‘many valuable-diBcoveriés-and
wrote treatises which are recognized universaliy as remarkXable
contributions ‘to-‘science; Borodine thé- philanthiepist and edieator -
was tirelebs from early morning till night; Bgrodiﬁékthegflﬁiist.
the violinist, and pianist. riwalled the bést- virtuosi: of his timej.
and Borodine. the.composer-was, according. to Liczt, one of the most
gifted orchestral masters of the nineteenth century.tl

ProfesBor Radosavljevich inm his volumes entitle&,FWho are the
Slavs®" gives the following description of the Slavonic spirit:

i&he Slav of today is strong and cipable of doing; as well as
suffeéing,%anyihing when his heat*t is 4in it; he is at bottom pious,
simple, kind, and loves peace; he is very- patient, seber, thrifty,

capable of laborivus. effort, peculiar-te an agricuItural life;
1. AI‘t in Muﬂ“m - Vol. III.O ‘ o s
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possessed of great powér&*aﬁdendurance and perseverance, home-lqva
ing and devoted to rellglon.and enthusiastic for the 1deals of hume
anity, Most of. ihe.Slays are 1lliterate& but nevertheless theix
morals are excehlent' in patriotism they far surpass their 1n-
structlon. By instinct..tradxtlon. and moral aense thay love freee
dom; but they also possess, a wakening thirst for.knowledge and love
of truth. Music and song are the natural giftﬁof the whole race...
The object of all culture énd civilizatiqg‘of the qggfrn Slav is
human wekl- beings™, o

B.-@heﬂggﬁigiouq_Bac »roundﬁofAtpe,ﬁla%s:

5

- The 8lav is organically religious. "Let art and the whole tre-

- -

mendous fabric of modern piyiyjzagion ggrst, only let the soul of
man, find salvation and peage," wrote Tolé%qﬂ,,t%g incarnation of
the religious soul of the Siavig,geoglgse From shortly after the
time of their conversion to ehristianity until moéern timeq,the
Slava- have formed the bnlwark whacn proteeted Chrastendom f{pm the
Huns, the.Avars, and the Turks. The price in liges,lxn.lﬂ-censtant
Q;rfare, and in years of retarded culture was heavys Byt with C
Christian faith.and.Christian fgrger they ?layed xgerrxpgr&, today
Europe. owes hexr progresa.in-civilizatien in a very large degiee to
the/Slavsﬁwho saved her from destruction.

Like all people .in the primitive stage the Slavs pessessed a
mythology. Slavic 1iteratugg, music, and art are made rich by the
many mountain, wood, an§ water nymphs,- the numerous gods of fertil-
ity and harvest, and various evil agirits. The Slavs were co?verted

to Christianity after the separation of the Eastern and Western
Churches in 864 A.D. The first. of the family to receiye the new

falth was the Czechs: The early attempts of the German Roman mis-




11

eionaries were unsuccessful, But later, two Greek monks, Cyril.
and his- brother Methodius, approached Othe Czechz. These two Church
fathers trarslated into -the Slavic tongue the Lliturgy of the Gvr:eek
rite and the Epistles and the Gospeles, They .devel‘oped' a.r; alphabet
based upon the Greek, which is called the Cyrillic alphabet and. is
used by the Russians, Serls, .and Bulgars today. With the service
in their own language, the Christian Church appealed to the Czechs
and about 860 they renounced their heathen gods and adopted the
God of the Greek Church.

,About this. t:.me, 80 tradition tells us, two pirate Russian
princes of Kief, Asko].d and Dir, when invading Constantinople were
converted to Christianity. They returned ¥o K;.ef' ‘and set about
‘preaching the new religion. A*cerntury ater, Printess Olga, who
was the mother of ‘the weigning Prince Sviatoslav of Russia,- was

baptiged into the Greek Church.A short time later her grandsen,--
Vladimir, journeyed to Coistantiple to witness the celebration
of the Greek .lityrgy under the dome of St«Sophia. Upop his return
to Kief in 987, the whole population of that great ¢apital -'a;a‘s
gathered together -and baptized into the Christian faith in -the
river Dnieper,

Under the influence of Clement, a disciple of Cyril and Meth-
odius, -about 900, Christianity g_nd the Slavic liturgy were intro-
duged among the S'outhe_r‘n Slavse. The Moravians, Serbs, and Bulgars,
accepted Greek Christianity. The Poles through German Roman ine
fluence .sccepted the Roman Church as did also the- Slovenes, Slovaks,
and Croats, But it was with grea.,‘t difficulty that the Romai Church
succeaded in winning them. Methodius had hoped 6 unite all the
Slavs under one great national Ghurcli, making them a third branch .

of the Cathsli 3 : 1 -
-81n0lic Cnurch. But Rows Eﬁf-‘;:l &bh.q.ﬁ. -~
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of thé-Catholic Church. But Rome sensed tiis and ‘through’ secret in-
trigues caused the failure of Methodiiis® plans, Thus, the grégt
family of the Sldve today .are divided betwéen the“:ér.eek. and Roman *
Churchese About ten perceént adhere to the Homan Church. ‘In her
failure to win the Russian Church Rome succeeded in maXking® d ‘¢ ome
promise with a few parishes in the Ukraine. These cHurches retained
‘thelr Slavié riteé-.and liturgy but acknowledge the Pope of Rome€. The
Church thus formed is-aalled “the Unidt Church to whith a few Slavs
adhere,

The fall of Constantinople, which bore disastrous .results for
that branch of the Greek Church, left the Russian branch .unharmed
and gave iti.greater ‘power ‘and indépenddricé. Moscow was raised 4o
. the gdsition of a.Putridrchiates For centuries, Rub¥ia had beer har-
assed by foreiBn' invaders-and- by enemies ‘at:Momé,* Bit, after 'var-
ied and bitter struggles, 1€¢d by the Métropolitan Philsret Romane
‘off., tliey defeated all thelr enéiiies; Philaret was made Patriarch
and his son Michael, 1613, was crowned €zar. This was thé begin-
ning dof: what developed urider Peter, :the” Great, into. the Russian
theocratic form of gowernment; - - '

The Protestant Reformation was.dpaugurated by ‘a 'Slav, Jan' Hub,.
Bohemia, c¢onverted by the Eaétern Ghurch, f£inally was won o¥eér to
‘the Roman Church,. However,.-the Czech lé€aders ‘wore: hever satisfied
with this conditidns Constantly they fought for political and ‘te-
ligious freedom. At-last, Jah Hus, preactier and professor at the
University of Prague; fearlessly and ‘opeily denounced €he perni--
~<;i:ous practices -of the Roman Church, He turned %o the Scriptures

as the only authority, he called the-clergy back to a life of

purity, he’ urged that thi€ people ‘be.givewr-in their own vernscular
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the. real meeeage of Ghriet, and that the Sacrement of Commnnlon be

LN

administered to the peOple in both. kinds, For thie, Jan Hue~wae

summnned te Conetenoe,-tried as a hewetic, and burned at the etake.
Y ’ »

But in the words of Luther ag he entered WOrme.‘Hns Waa burned at

-~ - - -

the stakee,bhﬁtnot the truth with him.' Following,hls death :c-ame
the Hussite wars, first the victory-end then. the defeet of the Bow
hem&dgna The triumph of the Catholie. Party in. 1626, was & fatal
blow to the Czechs. But the patriotism, the rellglous zeal, and the
martyrdam of Hus will never be forgotten, In the home of eveny

.Czech.jhe plcture of their great national and world hexdeis most

- =

revered.
y ...'1

With thie complete aubaugation of Bohemia 1t is well to pause
~and note the religioue and politieal etandzng of the entire Slavic
family. Russia. adhering almoet entirely to the Eaetern faith had

developed 1nto & strong natlon with a national church. Serbia and

-’ 'L

Bulgaria.also of the Eaetern Church, though sometimes under the yoke
of invadere, emerged free and independent states. But the Poles,
Sloveks, Groets. and 810venea, adkerents of the Western Church, like
Bohemia..loet their freedom, zoland. once the prowded& and. greatest
of the Slaxic natione, thxough the intr&guing of her Roman Biaheps

" who turned tnaitor "to theis. Motherland, fm a prey to GeI'many,

‘. “y w“ e
Austria, and the German-influenced rulere of Russias ThelCroatee,

v e

Sldyenes, and Slovaks. along with the Czechz were swallq@d up by
the Dual-nbnarchy.'Aﬁstria-Hungary. But true to the spirit of the

Slav, none of these countriee submitted gracefully to sukjugetion.

LU

Qhe ruling powers were kept constantly on the. 'qui vive® lest the
Slave surpass them@ N

% i -~ r

We have sgﬁd e?et the Slav ie organically religious, we have
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k3

said that he is freedom lovlng and democratic, we must say furth-
er that mere clerical religion never appealed to.hinu The epirlt

A o

of Jan Hus, of Tolsto& and the modern revolutlonists againet the
empty forms of the Church all testify to this fact. Americans are
prone to consider all Slavs as either Romanista or Eastern Prthe

odox, when-as a matter of fact these faiths have. been pierced. by

sectarianism. As a reVolt against mere formalism many sects have

Y

sprung up in Slavic landaz The MbravianlBrethern of Bohemia, faithe

"
ful fo¥lowers of Jan Hus, are well known in America. Earlier .than

“~ e <

these the Bogumili of the Scuth Slavs spfung upiwﬂhey were averse
" *

v

to all 1magee, even the CY0o88. During the last century in Servia,
wa A% R V- 1
the Nazarenes formed 8 christian sect very similar to the Bogumili,

”~

When we etart to discuss the.Russian sects we have an endleas taek
for Russia.is filled with division. Ghief a%ong,the varioua relig-
ious secta of Russia are the Raskolnics. Stundiste. ﬁﬁkhobortsi.
end the Toletovsy. At present "the Eational Ghurch ig split into
several factions but meeting in one council. ’

Out of euch a religious background do tﬁe Sktavs come to Amer-
ica. The Serbs, Bulgars, and Russians adherents. of the Eastern
Church, The Poles, Czechs, Croates, Slovake. and Slovenes Roman
Catholic. Yet all of them in a condition of.ﬁeligious unrest,
plerced by sectarianism and atheism, er!sh;ttered by revolution.

Ce The Slavs in Science, Art, and Literatqre° -

g*‘-\!‘

The contribution of the Slavs in the fields of science, art,

a PN

and 11terature is enormous, Oonly lately are they being xecognized

-,

in America &8s a race possessing remarkable creative genious. Their
T e, e

great creatione, és far as Americans were concerned, were indeed

"burried treasures®, The great perceﬂ%aée of ilfiteracy which we




know exiats among the Slavs.is .nét due.to a lack .of mental capacity
but."to the meagre.dducational systems of Slavic .counktries; -which .
tin turn, are the result of the .oppression either from without .or,
~in case of Russia, 'from a foreign influencend government. *But where- g
ver the Slay .had _had an opportunity for education he has .shown » E _
himself keen,.eleri,.end wonderfully creatives ~» .

* rle Slavs in Sciences . . v o L s

-.The history 'of science eannot-be written without the name of
‘Kopexnik, known to the world as Copernicugs Kopernik, & Poles; @dis-
troyed- the Ptolmic. theory of- the universe by désc overing that the
earth wes .not thé:centre of the. universe -but thetsun around which
the earth revolved. -In tle.sciepce of.edudation.the influence of
tle- Czedh. Komensky ' (Comenius)-is--equal torthat of “Bacon .and Des-
cartess Among-mofte i‘&cenﬁ:‘éducé.tomATolé-tblF is" one of .the most
gignificarnt. Much could bé ‘written about such menand womén. as
ABosh'koi;igh, Sikorsky, Menelyew, Ostrogorgki, Kropatkin, Madame
Curié (nee 8Sklodowska), Petroijevic, and others., We must not pass ;
the name ofsNikola Tebla.without :comments; Tesla, now a citigen of ‘
the “United‘ States, buat the .son of -g Serhian priest; is one of the
world's gréatest.inventorss . . - . .

®In_1915 when_Tesla received the-Nobel.Prize .in physics; (to- ‘
~gethefc wi.th Edison), the "Electrical Experimenter®, Decs,1915,
points out: a : - - L . ¢ il
"Without wishing to minimize Edfson's tremendous ability, the
£a¢t ie well known that he i not so much. an original inventor as
a genious in perfecting existing.inventions. ~

-

In this.respect Tesla ‘has perhapp been the reverse for_.he has

%o his credit-a number of brillig'nﬂt as well as original inventions

¥

-
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which, however, have mot beén sufficiently perfected té permit
¢ ommercial exﬁioitaiion see While Tesla's ifx’vér?ti*onét’fxave nét been
g0 numerous as Edison's the world neverthelése .owes Tesla & tre-
mendous debt. Thé,‘xﬁbd'ei‘n ‘transmission of power electrically i# due
éntirely to Tesla....-His power in Migh frequedcy currents showed
the true genious of the man...., It is not popularly known, but the
fact rémains that Tesla invented a system of ‘transmitting wireless
impulses “through ether in 1893, three years before NMarconi began
his historical wireless experiments,... Mr.Teslafs ‘patents now
nuimber over one humdred.®l - ks

In"Biclégy, Anthropology, Mathematics, Philoséphy, PSycholoy,
Political Economy, Lew and Jurisprudence, ‘Education, Philotygysnd
_and Theology, ‘the -Slavs hawze -done ‘their shdfe of work.: Nor has
their work been merely .blind following, .i'.t Has-been originaly ¢ream
tive, &nd has mdde most wvaludble contributions to the knowledge of
the worlds : -

2e Siavic Art: | ~

-

Innate in the soul- of the Slav isthe love of beauty im every
forms The art-of the Slav springs ‘spontanconsly® from the soul that
feels that life abundant and real nmust Have its full--share of beauty.
In .epite of his ‘meagre resourees, ‘the. Slav'has been able to live
" among.beautiful things because e has been able to fashion them,
they .have been a natursl and vital part of ‘his liuife, Slavic art is
universal in the Slavic race amd not developed by a small upper
stratta. While the upper classes, forgetting whatever they poss-
esaed of their art, borrowed the art of Western ‘Eumpe; the peas=

gnts who were 'in the very large majority, expressed ‘the true Slav-

onte s2ud naturally and without immitation. Ivan Mestrovitch, the
l.Radoslavljevitch -*Who Are the Slavs?oe

-Vol.I.~ Page 143,
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Michelangelo. of the. Southern Slave, and Vagili Verestchagin of
Russia, rose from among the peasants. When machine made articiles
began to be more.common the p%gsant handwork began to.decline -
and. there. was a rapid movement to gather peasant art. intp museums, -
With the new rise in Slavic nationalism much. is, being done tc pre-
sexrve the peasant art in every form. ‘L

Idke..people the- world. over, ip@ Slave expressed thelr love of
beauty first in personal adornment and then in the decoration-of
their homes and house- furnishings,- Great emphasis-is placed upbn
the holiday attire; on festival days the village green.is gay with
bright colors. A woman!s.costume .is:made up of & -full kiltelike--
skirg of handvyo;gnemaserigk._gpéap;on;fastegggfarpgnd the waist by
eifher.alngrrpw or .wider girdle; a:-vest -o¥er a- white-waist with
large pleeves, Her feet are shod;;h boots and her.hair is piled in
beautiful. design upén her head and topped off.with & ¢cap which us-
ually bears a great meaning. Each- piece of the costume is beautie
fully embroidered. The designs vary-with the.part of -the coumtry,
as in fact, dees-the -entire coatﬁﬁe. Inwaéme places,the geometria
patterns: predominate, yﬁile'animal,designs.,flowers, or architect=-
urelprevail in others. Beautiful necklaces; besds, eare-rings; and !
brooches complete the women's attire. The -men dress more simplys ! f
their costume containing an embrojfiered shirt, trouseras, a lgather !{
belt, and high bootss As modern machinery beéomeg more common this |
gay,. holiday attire will pass away but the artistic ability used ' ’
in fashioning it will appear in other- forms. - -

In some place® the Slavic villages are made up of rows of houses

side by side facing the street while in other places the housgag

are hidden in the erchards, The typical Slavic home is made of wood




with a tlhatched roof., Here and there the old mud huts still may be
seen Wit only a hole ‘;l.n the wall to emit the smoke, The houses
‘aré small or larger according to the wealth of the peasant., Thé
out«bui_l‘dinga are grouped clos€ to the house .and ‘ussally congist of
& shed for stock und field i;npleménts“. & dark room.for all sorts

of supplies, & pigety, and & place for grains The house comtains
one large living room and a loft for slee€ping: purpcdses. The out-

side of tthe houses are very often whitewashed arnd decorated with

bright colored -desigris. The posts that-‘support thé veranda, the
roof, cornices, window frames, &nd sHutters are ‘@ll adorned with
handcarvirig. The ‘interior of the house is eitlfwhitewashed or made
of smocthly poliehed" boards upon which oil coloxr designs are paint-
ed. Carving dfpéars all through the 'house, cupboards,_ s_helves,
ceiling béams, plates, jugs; ceke mélds, boxes, spoons, everything
18 carveds Lhe same thing is. true .of the farm implementsy, the Slav
even carvs i;is axe handle. The stove is a wvery important part of
the 'livingroom. Sometimes it is used for sleeping purposes as well
-a8 cdoking and ‘warmth., The stove 'is made of clay ox brick and in
some rare cases -of tilé, Around the sides of the rqom bunks are

found and in -one corner-a largé bed upon which is -piled gréat

featli‘e;r beds: and soft p}llé‘ws; Frbroidety dgain is displayed in the
bedding and on the towels that are hung ‘dround ihe walls, Besidés
the towels, gay colored paper cut .in fanocy designs, fantasiic
bunches of -straw, paper flowers, holy pictures and icons decdrate
the walls; Wherever ones eye falls there he sees & thing of beauty

hand wrought "By the members of the familye.

"3, Slaviec Music:

Just as Slavic art took its rise in the heart of ‘the people,




Al

. 8¢ -the great-Slavic composers fourid the pattern for thgir music in
the soul of the people. Bach of the.Slavic countries has a great
variety. of. folk-songs;>Serbia ranks firs} in;national balladry: while
Russia is. richest iim: folk-lore and fairy faless The Russiarm peas-
ant!s life-is always .expressetl in song, from the ¢radle to the

 Brave every event of his life is sung, While: the Russiap song. is
inclined to be sad and meloncholy the Czech g gay and lightheart-
ede The Poles neglected phe13£ folk-songs as, being beneath the |
Schlacta, therefoxe  they -have a much smaller collection ,of these
gemss In the dagt-fifty years collections of folk-songs-have been
mage in all the- Slavic gountries, .. st .n p

Bach e¢ountry hag.its particular musical expressions -0f e .

Czechs, 1t i® said thatevery boy is bern with & violin im his- s
hande In GzerhoslovaKia -a .school. master .does not “beach: only* -the” - -
three* r's but. he organizes bands, orchesiras; and Birging clubs:
Music is & vital part of the Bohemian school program. ¥lthough: the
dance~is populax. in all these countries, perhesps, Poland excells
in her beautiful Polenaise, Cracovienne, and Masurka. The Guslar
is peculiar to Serbia. With his-little two_ stiringed guitar-like
instrument which he plays with a pow, the Guslar-isings all the his-
tory of his nation and keeps the ¥ery lowliest of the pepple -ipe
formed of all hérrvicfories,-her injustices,. and, her :glories,. The.
Russian. folK-songs. are sung *either by ‘the .single. voice or in chorw -
uses often accon:;paniedr by the national. instrunient called the.balale
aikas The melody of the Russian folkesongs.is fantagic and.graces .
ful, the ‘harmony ‘is transparenily clear with heautiful .soft cadenc-
es, and the rhythm is wide allowing great liherty.

All. the great Slavic masters ‘of music have .aghieved their dise-




tinction because of their originality in using the folk-songs as
their teachers. The great church music of Russia with which we |
connect the names of Bortnianski and Lvov is based upon the songs.

of the peasants. Though Russian cla331cal music had its oxigin in

the folk-eong and Church mueic, not untll the 00m1n8 of Glinka and
his great Opera, ®A Life for the Czar® in 1836 can it be sald that
the Russ;an school of music had begun. Glinka was not content to

imitate the music of the western world, hls idealqwas to create

life from life. In order to accomplish this he went back to the

ot » 1’

folkwsong and created beauties that eminated diractly from the
soul of the people. Following Glinka, -in epite of bitter oriticzsmh

i & ¢ %

Dargomijaky undettook. to carry out the development of a national L

X musio. The transplanting of national tendanciea into music, which

-
]

Ll

Glinka and Dargomijsky were first to acoomplish and for which.they

recelved bitter scorn from the nobility. is one of the greatest

Y
achievements in the music world-in the 1aat century. The music of

T §

Chaykovski, Rubenstein, and the “"Five* is no longer Ru531aﬁ/music g3
alene- but belongs to the world,
It is a fact that the South Slavic music insPired Liszt's

3

finest rhapsodies and Beethovin‘s ‘Pastoral Symphony'; chopinomade
immortal the beautiful instrumental folk-aongs of Poland in his

L
P e r

mazurka and othen dances‘ Smetana and Dvorak, Bohemia's two famous
composers also based.xhelr work upon the folk-tunes. Smetana 8 mMus=
ic is characterized by a SiMpllClty of mnsical 1diom, 1ts purity
and tenderness. and its tenfersand endless appeals He is best known

by his great opera "Bartered Bride'. ?ew other musicians-have

-t *

attained the qplendor and 1uxury reached by Dvorak. He is known

* M 1

by h10~alavnnie Dances, in the choral fleld by his wonderful

[ L PN
(2 R =N
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~ -
w~ 4 %

*Stabat Mater“ and is particularly loved -in America for h;s 'Symp
phony from the Kew World* which he wrote while visitins America and

[

in whiqp.he ﬁeatured the Negro. melodies,

~ 1 - .

It is aeﬁglxnknnwn saying that a suffering and oppressed. nation
alwayg sings. Perhaps, their suffering has helped to keep the Slavs
sinslng.

2 7 e v . 2 -y

. 4o S2avic Literature:

1

Just as §lavic musie and art took their rise ,among the peas-

ants .80 Slavio literature. came up from the people, Lomonov. the

3 4

father of Rusaian | grapmar and. the true founder of xhe,Rusﬁéanlltt-
erature, KBrdazieh the father of Serbian literature, Shevchenko,
a national Rusaian Poet -and the wmorld famousgnaxim Gorky of -‘Russia

A7 2 -

were all peasants, self made and self educated. Of the Slavic Dop-

4

ular poetry the Serbian -is.mest.-importante It has been handed down
from:- generation to generation and much of it is aﬁsunknown anti-
quity. There are thousands of -Serbian legands, fairy tales, ballads,
<and:songs carried from place to place and from father to son, This
poetry sprung from the heart of a poetic race, The oral Russian lit-

erature is called *Talee of 01d Times* and is divided into seven

£

cycles beginning with the very earliest heroes and coqlng up to
modern dayse In Litt&B Russia thgs poetry of the people is called

43@ wt

the 'Dumi of ﬁhe COasacksﬁ
Of “this popular literature the world knows very little, but
all pe0ple know and respect the formal literature of the Slavs.h

Adam,nickieveoz, the grest Polish gget, Goethe called the “Poet
4
Laureate of the World.® The hietorical novels of Sienkiewicz are v

P - é

well known 1n all literary circles. Among his novels, fQuo Vadis®*

-

is most often read and was one of the first nowvels to be featured

£ -

-
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s
on the- screen, Jo¢seph Conrad, the son of Polish exiles from Rusgia,
leadéixhe_preseht-school of English fiction, The Capek brothers of
Giechoslovakia are startling the ‘world with their creative genious
expressed in such dramas as-*R;U.R.*® -President Masaryk, the son of
& Gzeph.poachman~by the.ﬁay, is one of the greatest philosqphers,
educators, and journalists of the world, When the words Russian lit=
erature are-expregsed our minds arxe .filled with great men.. Pushkin,
Gpgply,Turgengf._Dostbévekiif‘Tolstoi,,Qhekpov,xand many others are
loved. the- world-arounds The keynote of all Russian literature is
‘8implicity, naturalnesgs, and veraciousnesg, Mpost of tgeir literature
has been produced during great struggle and hardship and their
writers have used. their pens to defend the -poor and the. oppressed.
_ Thrgugh'a;l§of their literature a democratic spirit is evident, a
true universality, and. a love of humanity. Chekoy is undoubtedly
the greatest shortfstory writer of the world, he is Russia at her

finest,

D. Concius;on:

' We have glanced hastily at the Slavs in sciemce, art, music,
and literéture and have seen pictures .of the latent-power in the
Slavonic nature, Orly a very small percentage of the Slavs have
been allowed education and culture, yet, what a wealth of beauty
they have contributed to the world, Now that they are being freed
from oppression qp& are being given opportunities for learning and
greater self exprqssion. can you not imagin the United Slavie
States of Europe sometime leading the culture of Burope? There are
eight mildions of Slavs in America, must we not turn to'them for
beauty to soften the harsh lines of haterialism and efficiency?

Ought we to permit people who come out of such a rich background

to forget their heritage or should we not encourage them to add




their contribution to -American life?

i 2 - Chapter II. . ~

Questions- for Discussion.

1. Name and, locate the Slavic countries and give the religious = -

Y

«~background. of -each,. : .
<+..Fhat relatioh does the'SIayic peasant bear to Slavic culture?
3.-Namezand.discuss three Slavic Sciéntists, five each of §1av1§
. ‘writers. and musicians.

4« In the light of History. what ¢an you say of the mental capscity

.of the Siav?

5. What do. you. l‘thin}s‘ the Slavic immigrant_can ¢ohtribute te American
1ife?
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»III.The Ruesian Immigrant Woman.
Ae A Brief Historical. Backgroundu |

.
S

le Iz,ztroduction;-- 'l‘l,le Soul of & R:z,asia_n_ Woman: ., .

» - .

2

Pushkin, in his chief "noyel 4in Everse; Eygheniy Onyeghin,
beautif.{zlly characteriges ,the ‘Teal weman: of Bu;aﬂia, As a simple
country girl, Iatiana“‘falls. in love with Onyeghin, a. typical so0e
ciety man of his days But Onyeghin pays no atiention to the nalve
lover of ‘this country maiden, Circumstances separate the two, Tat-
iana's mother insists upon her dauwghter going &o Moscow, where she
marries an old ,general.‘.s,uoh,.a marriage. quite naturally brings her
to St. Petersburg, where-she again meets Onyeghin who hardly recog-
niges Tatiana: in hervnew lj:fi;_e. ‘He. falis madly- in. love with her and
writee repeatedly. to. hexr_dbut_she-dqes noi:answer-bim, M"At- last, one
day, he finds her reading his letters, her eyes faull:- of tears, ‘a.n.d
makes her:a psesionate declaration :of his loves To this Tatianag re-
pliee. in.a monologue that-a generation ¢f Rusgian women have cXied-
OYEeTe PN " "

¥ :“.Omreghin.. I wags. younger themr and better lookipg, I suppose,
and T loved youes.® but the. love of a country girl offered nothing
new to. Onyeghin. He paid no-attention to hers.s."Why then does he
followhe;c now at every step? Why such dgsplay of his attentions?
Is it because .she .is .now ;::Lcix_ and,belongs to the high society, e;nd
418 well received at Court?® ) - '

o

#*Because my fall, in such conditiomy -
.Would be well noted everywhere,
1 And bring you gn_-envied reputationp®

And she ‘continues:

- "For me, Onyeghin, all this wealth,
"This showy tinsel of Court life,
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All my successes in the world, .
. My well- appointed house ard balls, ?
. ¥or me are noughtd I gladly would
' -Give up these rags, this-masquerade,
And all the br&lliancj and din,
'For a small. shelf -of books, & garden wild,
Qur weather-beaten house so pooT,
Those very-places where I met '~
With you, Onyeghin, that first time;
And for the churchyard of oir ‘village,
. Where now a crogs. and shady trees
. Stand on the grave of my poor nurse,
And happinesa was possible thenl -
It waa 80 neaxr}®

#

s . s

She supplicates Onyeghin to leave her,!I.lpve ypu,* she says:

T v .
*Why should I hide from you the truth?

" : But I am given-to another,

And true to him I shall remains™l

-

How many thousands of young Rusa;an women have later repeated
r

these same: verses and said te themzelves 'I would gladly give up

v r

-

all these rags and a,l this maequerade of luxurious life for a
small shelf of books, for life in the country amidat the peasants,
and for the grave of my old nurse in our village.® How many have
done it! Although the average immigrant Russian woman is uneducat-
ed to the degree that she can neither read nor write in her own
language, yet,'éurely. she has latent within her th? pqﬁsib%}itiea

of & Tatianaes.

. . LY . -

2, Who are the Russians? o .

Among the Russians we find tra:es of meny races but iwo in

[

particular. the Finn and the Tartar. Russia has by no means bheen abs

.

eorbed by the Finn but on the contrqy has been able to.assimilate

e

the Finn and keep the Slavic element predominant, Between the thire
teenth and sixteenth centuries Russia- was invaded by the‘Tartars.

M.Leroy Beauliew concludes that "the Tartar 1nfluence<maﬂhﬂunm£d
- S .

1,'Ideals and Realities in Russian Literature® - Kropatkin.
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was great, but historically and politically ‘Bniy, end-not ’racia.lly.
The Tartar element whatever its historic infiuence may have been
remained alien and.foreign to the rest of the nation.-It was neither
assimilated, a8 happened in xhé case of the Finnish element; nor
did it assimilate, Therefore, we see that the Rusbians are pure
Slavs. !

.-One..of tlme plac es- where. the Tratar influence manifeeted itself
was. in the condition of women. The-*terem" with its "twentyseven
locks" was the vogue, and"théreby hangs the tale®, The 'etory is
much 1ike ‘those you read of Turkish w;:men todaye Women of the up-
ped ciasses ;r,eré confined to the "terem® where hc  man, save the
hmfahand, was allowed to come. The girl 's pa,rent‘*s ax‘rafzged for Her
marria.ge. e.ncl her face was . hidden from her husba.nd until after the
wedding ceremonye. Education for her kasbnnknonn;landtbruihg the Rua-
sian woman 1ived a “veiled® existences B s

2, The Liberation of the Russian Woman:

To P%tei:, the Great, the Russian woman owes much. Ee went a=-
broad incognito, and studied the life of Western Europe. Upon his
return, he instituted meny dréstic -refofms. Up until ‘this time Rus-
gien men were wearing the many-¢okored, loesé fobes” of the East, and
the long, flowing beards. Peter insiste"&‘ upoh the uge of Wee;:%rn
clothes, end shaving of beards, The latter cué’;:om i8 supposed to
have been insugurated in a very characteristic way at the first ball
held by Peter on his refurn. It is said that he stood at the head of
the receiving. line with a huge pair of scissors in his hand.-As the
guests filed by, ?ét.er app_lieii'. the soisaor'h' and the _guests parted
with thei’r*bea«rdsca Thén, Peter ordered the women who had been_ ¢ on-

fined to the “tetem*, wives of nobles _and merchants, to be released,
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-and .in¥isted upon them being dressed in WeBtern clothes. Marriage
was no- longer compulsory and the betrothed were permitted to see
.eachother bepfre -the ‘wedding day, These, of course, weré but'a few
of Peter’s many reforms, " '

In 1762, Catherine-I1I.' was placed upon the throne. In her, ‘the
women..hed another chaﬁpibn.‘éhb; t00," was & reformer fully in sym~
pathy.with Western culture.-The-érengh influence was very sirong
‘in.Rusbid at this time, though it .did not penetrate bepeath the
upper classed, Until Catherine's reign there: were -few schools for
men and. none for womens In 1764, Catheririe established Smolny Ins-
titute, where 'the girls .of the€ -nobility and clergy classes were
sent ds pupilse It was no more than a finishing school where French,
dancing, e.hd,*é:ifgaet'éé weTe ‘taught, yet it was - a great~step to take
toward the educatiom of women. Befween thé years of 1782 -and 1800
the total enrollmenf of all the .schools in Rusid was 176,730, only
seveé~ﬁ€rcent‘bfﬁihesefwere girls. In othe¥ words, in 1800 only
12,595 girls were in Russian schools.

fn 1812, when the ragged, -defeated ends of Napolian's prowd
army were skulking back to France, many of the soldiers were cap=
tured by ‘Russidn families. Most of these captives were well train-
ed ani.éﬁuca:ed'mendand.were‘bmpldyed by the-Russians &8 tutors
“to their daughters. Thius, té more girls was offered the opportunity
for educationr thdugh théy learned’to read aﬂh write the French bet~
ter than theif own languagé. -

In the year 1800 thefirst High SchoolsdorGgymnsaia were o~
pened for giris. These schools ﬁffe;gd‘a course of eight years, the

upperhgrades‘corresponding to the American High School and two

years of Célleges The subjects- taught were langusges and litera-
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ture,: each girlsbeing Trequired. to master two danguagess

The -year 1861 is a. very, 1mporta.:;t date dn the._ histery -of Russia.
Though it marks no- diaiim,t ‘advance -in the- educaxion of ‘women, it
is-the year when millions o,f serfs with their wives and éhitdrens
) WETE fr,eed. Though negotiations: for fheedrmedom of Berfs hiad. Zone on
aime._t;.he réign.of Catherine . Iles.it. Temained to.be completed during
the reign of Alexander II, This'r:yas when education should have bewsh
come general in Ruspis, but: just.as the United States ‘made no pro-
vision for the education of the Negro when hé was freed, so educas
tion was denied the freed serf, It 4s from this class” that the vast
pajoxrity. of our- :I.mmigzzants comey “ .. *

Shortly- after the- opeping-of .the High Schools for women, theé
. doors-of the-Russjian,Universitieswere thrown.wide tq thens The Un-
ivexrsity of Petersburg took,thpéfirat, stepsiin. 1867, admitting wom-
en to éome of her classes, Then, in 1881 the -doors of .all higher in-
. stitutions ,of" learning were opened and women -were admitted to 811
soursese -

As the path to education opened and slowly widened 'for the wom~
an of Russia, -the physical efifect it produced upon her was interest-
1né. S0 eager was she for learning that when higher €ducation was
granted to her, she clipped Her hair, forgot her feminine attributes,
and becam€ a man among-men. It was .hef business to prove to the other
sex that women had ‘brains .and could use them as iiitelligently as the
men, and .she let nothing-stand in her wiy. For a while she lost her
feminine charm, yet never did she lose the Jespect of her fellow
students, The men kne;' what -was -going .on in the heart- of the woman

student s.nd admired her,floxr strength.of 'purpose and character. To

her, education wag a holy thing. Gradually, the pendulum swung back
.

Y



and today the woman sfudent of Russia is-a charming, feminine. come

.rads to her brother students. Charming and feminine, yet she still
considers._knowledge a sacnedktging to bve reveégnbly pursued, Like
Ta&iana,,sheiwould‘gladly givé up everything for a shelf -of bpoks,

The change in the governmgnt of Rugsia in 1917 cayged two Te-
novations -in Russign life that should be mentioned here, At that.
time bﬁi& two miliion of the one hundred and seventy mililon people
had been toughed by the school system. Since then, public schools
have been opened all over Russia and elementary education has be-
come compulsary, It will take years to supply these schools with well
equipped teachers: .But there are many intellectuais, who, for- the
present exiled, will return %o their‘natixﬁ~land teking with them
ideas of school systems and. education:gleaned from the mosi highly
educated countries of ;he world, In 1917, the First Congress of )
Russia gave all rights of citizenghip to women-as wekl.-a8 men.
This_shows the position of esteem in which ih@ Russjan holds -wom=
an. She recelved. her cipizenshi§ and came into power; not by suf-
frage, bﬁt by virtue-.of the respgct in which Rugéia-hplds~hqb
womene “ - o, :

Pushkin, .in the early part of the nineteenth century, -gives
us one picture of+Tatiaha. Today, Cody Matsh jgives a modern .pics -
ture of Tatiana, & girl of .Siberia. During a plagug -of typhus;aﬂd,
cholera, Cody Marsh, .Bx-Capisain. of the American Red Cross with -,
the A.E.F. in Siberia, visited a hospital.where -there.-were Ihousw.
sthéusand cases of typhus, 2One ward,® he tells us, *in which: two.
hundred personsrwere il] héd one, nurse <4n attendance. When_ the come

mandant took me through weffound this little nurse in a heap on

z

the floor cryinge I asked her why she& was crying, thinking she,
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too0, was stricken, She xreplied that she was -quits well, though- -
tired, but her heart was. athing for those fwo hundred sick men
because she.could not get around.to all of them to take their numr-
ishment or medicines, amnd 'they were too sick to help themselves.
Then, .8 sle broke into .an agonizing sob, she cried,*Oh, -why didn't
the goéod God.give me -:twenty..bodies'-.,i‘or this heart that would do'so
much{®*1IZntbhe, two pic tures of Tatiana we see the soul of the libe
eraté:l..mmaiam WOImaN,,

B. The Life offthe_Rue'eia.pﬁ Peasant:

" 1! Peasant .Characteristics:

1S

Tile,~f-ﬁuesim-.96&&aﬁt formg three-fourihg of the population of
Rusaia. Eighty perecnt _of‘them are _;t.tarmensa Thexe is .a great gulf
: bet:weenr the small educated class of. Russia and the peasant. As we
have r,\ema.rke;d: before, the vast majority of the jimmigra.nx‘s ate.from
the peasant or okd sexf clas. We have made a.hasty surveéy of the
l:l.-be;cat'i:opwof the Russian woman. marking especially the possibili-
ties latent in_her soul, Now, let us turn to the condition of life
under which the. peasant woman-actually lives. Pne glance at her
1ife will demonstrate 'to -ug the gregat adjustiment :she musti make .on
enteying .Ame;riqgn 1life, coa C e » :
. BRussian natyre is demqg;:dttc, and peacefuly but in.the ‘cause of
freedom no sacrifice is too great. He .has a burning paesion for ede
u¢cation and when he has obtained it, he.considers it a holy mission
to 1z‘mtruc,t others. But above all these, the Russian is kindly and
humanes How pervented is the picture made ‘popular by the cartoons

ists of -the rough, shaggy bearded Russian who is made. up ofily -of

1, ‘Glimpses of Sibveria® - N& 1ona1 Geographic - :Dec. 1920
. " . Cody Marshe

I ~-
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brutal strength! Undernéath that rough efctér_i‘or is a heart filled
with tenderness and sympathy, that réacts most readily %o the gen-
‘tle, me’antistib«, and the beautiful. The Rubsilan peasant is wvery
emotidonal whichﬂaéc_onnts for his artistic temperament, His love of

the béautiful c;eépa out in many ways. ‘The cornices of his “ho‘me,

- % -

the window frames, the doors -all have a touch of beauty. Moat charm-
ing -embroid:argr: ;roas stitch 11681gns, and lace are -made by ~1;he WOIlle
en. The home. of .a-wealihy peasant is delightful and attractive.
But the emotlonal, Lrtistic nature is expnessed most thoroughly in
the fog.k-lore.., the. folkssongs, and dances of the people. There, in
a land wiaere i;uizilions could neither read ner write, gréw- up eqdless
amount of éhaMing fair:}‘ tales ;.nd folkesongs, the creatioh of
ar:ti&tic mla,mmpassaﬂ From genearatj,on to generation by the
grandmothers and fatf{e}s. '.l‘he ‘Russian peabant. is constarﬁ.y burste~
ing into 80N, he. sings at his work and at hia play, and hn his
songs he ‘eXpressee his feeligs of joy, his love, his suffering.
Songs:are a part of his soul. ' "

The Ruesia.n peoole --€n ma.sase, are light haired, blue-eyed,
fair skinned peoyle. They are a race of-tremendous strenf;th -and
endurance. In the peorer regions where food is scarce the people
are of’ lr;ferior etrengtlm But. uuder normal cond:..tions the Russian
peasant- grows powerful and hardy and almost free from desease. Be-
cause of the lack of machinery the peasent works with his body
and de veiﬁps muscles of steel,

Religion in Russia is a matter of vital interest and great
importance.when studying the people. They are inherently relig-

-

iouse In the past the Russians have considéred devotion to the

e

Russian Orthodox €hurch as the very cornerstone of patriotism.

\




Religion meant more than a creed, €o renounce the Church in the

eyes of the majority of Russians was an outrage upon ‘and an insult
to the nation itself, There were many religious holiddys and fest-
ivalg and theﬂﬁasant keépt them all. But with the coming of the Re-
velution, the Church that had been in league with the government
for a time was overthrown. Today, the Russian Church is being tried
in the furnace of'reforﬁation; The outcome of tHis religious reviv-
al cannot be tolde But the peasant loves his Bhureh and is by nat-
ure a seeker after the truth, with these éwo virtﬁeg»there is noth-
ing to fear, for he surelyuwil} buth the dross-;nd preserve the good.
2+ The.Peasant Home and Communitys -

. The peasant's home or-®ixba™ is made of:wtone or unhewn
logse Nevin Q. Winter. gives the following detailed description of
an Eiéba*: ®*In the timber regions this simple cottage is usually
brilt of unhewn logs, with two or three windows in & row fécing-the
village street.and a pointed roof made of planks or straws =~

‘ A _generation ago a chimney was almost.a novelty, as the
peasant thought it would let in a lot. of cold air which.he would
have fo heat,, but now most of the ®*izbas®™ are furnished with this
smoke vent. Where forrests are'scarae. in the southern part of
Great Russia, a straw roof is sﬁbstituteé. Oftentimes there is.an
arched entrance from the s;reet to ‘the yard, But ﬁye interior of the
"izba® usually consists of only- one’ room, perhaps fifteen feet
gquares. There may be a small loft overhead, whéere some of the fame
ily‘sieepp. This giyes extra space, and there will be a storerooi
somewhere which is not heated. Bunks are built Around the room.

whigh take the place of beds, and in cold weather the top of the

stove is the most.comfortable place to be found.
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nUnderneath the “izba“ there is generally a sort of shallow cel-
o I.?C §

lar, where vegetables; m;lg, and other supplies are kept. The walls [

and stove, x in fact, fills one-fourth oﬁ.the room), are kept fresh-

& A%
i %

ly whitewasled, However dirty the house may’ be% there is sometimes

W e
L 3

a neat lace curtain at each window and a row of flpwer ppebsg.The
Russian‘housewife seems to feel xhe _need of a little color in the

midst of her dreary surroundlngs. One can imagin what the atmOSphere

~ - oF

becomes with the windows hermetlcallj sealed for months... The

k]

qtable for the horses, cows, and other l;ve stock adjoins the house

*

and in winter they are given a share of the heat."l.
by " > 3 a

The village in Russia usually. consists of long lines of such
“a.zlozem"l facing eachother, with a broad street separatlnv them, Rus=~
sza-is a country of V1llages and small towns.. The 115; of a sma1l
town is really interesting. On the sur{ace it és very galm& vet

everybody is strivipg toward a different life, @pwargqar;if? mgcg

broader, both materially aﬁd spiri%ually. The Russian ?gasangJﬁ‘

fare is extremely simple, the staples being so;r cabbage and black
bread. But du,lng the harvest festivals everythvng is plentiful, 5'
pork, mutton, or beef, Wthh ordinarily is scarse. After the meals, o %
dancing, 51nglng, and in the old days, vodka out on, théﬁzlllage ’ ’
green are in order, The whole villaoe enqoys the festival together,

£

3, The Life of a Pessant Girls | , ' i

In nmany respects the nlrl-hood of a peasant is quzte like any
other girx, only it does not last so long. ‘Her playground is the
great out-of-doors, that is also her workshop. Very early, indeed,
does she go out with the older members of ner family to work in the
fields. Yet, in her youngest days shé is not denied the pleasures
#1 - Nevin O. Winter - "The Russian Empire of Today and Yesterday."

~
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of dolls and slmple little home-made toys. Then, she has her house-

keeping dmties to learn. Of course, house cleaning is not so intri-
4

cate in Russian peasantss homes, but when you add to it cooking,

Il
-

Splnning. weaV1ng, gmbroidering, dressmaking, and the farm work, a

little girl has much to learn. -

. All too soon her youth has passed and the beasant girl finds
herself on the‘brlnk of womanhood and all the responsibilities that
come with it: 3ussian girls marry very younge 68ually the parentg,
with the a881stance of a go-between, arrange for the marriage,
leaving no choice to the girl. However, love affalrs do Bprlng up,
girls are‘courted and marrlagea are baseq on love, Often, when a
peasant haVLngga ma;iaagable son looks about his llttle patch of
ground and realiéé; that the crops are getting ahead of him, inspite
of his long hours of work, he decides it is time for his son to
marxry é;d bring another "hand® to the farm. So theiﬁarents look a-
bout foraa'strong, able bodied girl for the wife of their son. Very
often a‘érgpeseau and.ddwry'are"lacking, the latter usually consiste-
ing of a piece bf‘furniture. a very little money, of a CoW.
Mar}iage is Russia is a real occasion. Not only do they cele-
brate the wedding day but the betrothal as well, All the fam;l;ea

on both sides of the house are invited along with the v:‘lagers ta

partake of the festivities which last for several days or until the
provisions run out, Dancing, eating, games;.singing, and more dance
ing fill the days with merriment,

?ut to the girl wife, those days of merriment mean the end of
"youth. She becomes a wife, enters her husbandis family, and takes

Rt ol ]

her full share of the duties of married life. She is subject to her

hasband. who 18 -head of the house. She.works in the field, she works.

A 7 sty i oy s, T+
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in the home, Her life consists of spinning, weaving, embroidering,
cooking, and farming, &t times she takes her soilad clothing to thé
stream”with the other villagers to wash them in thé cléar ruﬁning
water and beat theihoge-woveﬁ linene on the stohep before laying
them in the sun to bleach, Then, the first baby comes and Ther duties
are multiplied. Year after year, her babies come, for Russian fam-
ilies are large."ﬁﬁaér the strain of all‘thi; work, the peasant mothé
er soon loses her:youth, she is ;n old woman when her.oldest daught-
"exr at sixteen or sevénteen is ready to marry.

When the peasant girl becomes the grandmother in the house, she
still finds much to keep her busy, While the older members of the
family are out in the fields it is she who doés the simple cooking,
attends to fhe'garden, thgnéeeée: and is nurse for the little child-
Ten. “ ’

Out of this simple life where sewing machines, rocking chairs,
gas stow%a, electric lighté, toilet facilities, and even washboards

*

are almost unknown, ‘the Russian woﬁan comes to America, the land of

modern. improvementse.
] N A £
6. The Russian Immigarnt Woman in America.
r T - - 1
} 4

le The Problems the Russian Immigaant‘WomanJmust Face,

-

Fd

Like all foreign gro&ﬁé,‘khe Russian mothers to a great extent
do not penetrate Ameficaﬁllife. The family gf a Huseian woman is
large, and unless Bhe is émployea away from home, she does not go
very far away from her h;me!ana neiéhbo%hood. We expect her to fit
into American life at oncg and condemn her if she doesn't., When she
enters America, besides adjusting herself to.the new housekeeping
arrangements, which in themselves are a problem, she is ecpected to

take her place in social life, This means an understanding of all
the laws of sanitation and health, school laws, knowledge of American
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social customs, @nd all of -this without being able to speak or read
the English languagé. The husbands go to work, adopﬁ many American
customs, and ‘soon-learn to adjust themsélves. The children enter the
public school, learn the .English language coma, and. very quickly
becoﬁe Americanizeds Before long it is_they thét~qre acting as in-
terpretors and guides for their mothers. There grows up angreat gulf
between thé mother and the outside world her husband and children
live iﬁ. Very often the mother is employed outside of hér home and
it would seem as ¥if this would help the situatien, But in most case
es8; -the double amount of work at home and outside is sQ wearing on

" the-mother that she has no ambition to learn the English language nor
to také on new customs. Therefore, it is our business to find these
women and take them-'the best America has to offef..Where sh@il we
find them?

2 M{gration and Distribution .of the Russians.

When a .Russian first arrives in America, he is practically pov=
erty strickem.. Therefore, it behooves him to get work as soon as pes-
Bible. Where he shall live is determined generally bwm one or both of
two factors, the deémard for hard labor in the factories or mines,
and the location of “other Russian greups. Few of theém move véry far
west but stay along the eastern-coasts The iaﬁéest numBer of Russians
remain in-New York, Pennsylvania, Masgqchusétts. New Jersey, and
Conneticut. However, we find large coi;nies in the cities ofi the
middle west such as Chicago, Detroit, and Cleveland. A few migrate to
farming .regions of ‘Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsine. When once settled
in America, Rusérans do not move from place to place. They obtain

work as soon as possible and remain where their work is.

1
i
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3+ Labor Conditions Among the Russians in Americge

In studying the labor conditions of Russians in America we must
remember that due to their lack of advaentages in their native land,
they are among the most illiterate“and unskilled iﬁmigrants. Also,
we must remember they come tb us very strongs Since they need money,
they will take work where%@g they eih f;n@,gt.‘Statistics éhqw that
the Russian born‘laborers are found doing the ‘hardest and dirtiest
work both in the mines and factories, We find the greatest .numbers
of Russians in the mines, iron and steel-mills, and slaughtering and
meat packing(industqgeqf.Statistics'also sho; that. the secqnd gener-
ation ofﬁRgseians,iniAmerica o a very great extend do notssbayibn
these industries., .

Begiges doing the very hardest work Russians are working very
long .hours and in the mines are given the very worst seams to work.
It is quite, true that the wages they earn are very much hjgher than
anything they have earned before, still it is true that they are
earning the.smallest whgeslofagkd immigrants., The contrast between
their out=of«door life in Rusgia and the long hours of confinement
in factories and mines, sogon tell on their physical strebgth. But
on the whole, the greater freeuom they find in America compensates
to some degyee for ghe other hardshipg. Yet, is it fair for America
to take advantage of their ignorance of what is an honest wage and
a reagsonable day of work?

In the nineteenth aéﬁtury_mhomas Hood pricked the industrial
oonsciénce of Englend -with his poem, ®The Song of the Shirt®*, Let
us quote a few lines heres

*Workiy Workl Work}
‘While the cock is crowing aloof}
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_ And workl Work! Worki
“*Pill the stars shine through the roofl

¢ cssre000s000s00sssesavree

) Work) Work} Worki
w My labor never flags;

4pd lgpgig arg the gggggs? A Red of straw,

A crust of bread and rags.

That sHattered roof~ this naged -floor-
A table, a broken chair=-
_ And-a wall so blank- my shadow I thank-
For sometimes falling therel

eas e OeVIIIOELIOIEOERBOFOEQE RN o0 g b e

Oh'God} that bread should be so dear ,
¢ And flesh .and bléed so cheapi™

In cempariyscn with this poem let me quote from the volume
AThe Rugsian Immigrant® by Jerome Davis, A Russian worker expressing
Himself about Américan life said,*Wor'rk, wor'rk, wér'rk, always
‘every day, evéry week, ten hours, twelve hours+nightg- alla time-
no spell- and alla time every d- furnace hongry.® Perhaps this is
not poeticdal yet it is expressive and suggestive of ‘the conditions
undef wﬁicﬁ the Russians worke Surely with such a weekly program,
no one coulid £find time to enjoy his home, find time for recreation,
or find the best America -offerss P ‘

The Russian woman -works under the same’conditions as her hus-
bande There are very many more Rus#ian men than wome€n in America.
This is due to two facts, many more single men immigrate, and the
‘husband often comes first and when he can offord to, sends for his
family. 4. great many women keep boarders. Rhey get up very early in
‘tne morning to work not only for their own large families but to
cook for fnom three to eighteen boarderss Some families. have it so
arranged that the father works during the day and -the mother on the
night shift.-The kxeeping of boarders has had a great tendency to

break up homes and families, and in a g¥fgl_many places the practise

b
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is being abandoned. The women are following -their husbands into th8

factory, resturants, or cleaning offieces.,

4

- -

4. Russian Home Conditions in America.

Although wherever possible, they own their own homes, scme of
the very worst foreign homes are the Russians. Usually, after stumb-

ling through a dark, unllghted passageway, and ¢limbing one or more

flights of dark stairs at the oer;k—of oneg life, a visitor comes

‘o

wrv

upon a suite of from one to three rooms, the home of the Russian
{amily: If thei%pmeﬁconsists of three rooms there is always one room
that receiveg either no light or very little.Lhe plaster is always -
in neea of repair, the wall paper ugly and unsightly, taamndry facil-
ities entirely lacking, and ugqgily there.is a common toilet for the
entire tenement. Jp, this home s family $fofrom five to nine.will be
living and paying twenty or more dollars a month for rent, In most

of these places no self respecting American family would liye, nor

* would a landlord with an awakened conscience own.

. In thg gc?nomic»agd housing conditions just described very lit-
tle time 4z inclination is left for recreations. When asked what the
Russian woman'stre%reation was, g f;ne Rusgian man sadly replied,
*I fear her work is her regreation.® Here gnd there the Russians
have organized naﬁional cigbq, reanted -and equippgd buildings, for
them, and maintained a h}g? tyg? of recreation for thgi membars,
Russiggs %%ke music and dancing anq they yery often re@nt\a hall
anq hold dagceg that are patronized by the entire familye. At these

-

dances a very_wnolqsgme ev%ﬁng is enjoyed. 1If given an opportunity,

the average Russian immigrant woman would select and fit herself

-

for a high type of work, a better home, and wholesome recreation.
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D. ConcluaionféOur Responsibility to the Russian mefﬁant Woman.

Jerome Davis, who spent two years and a half in Russia in in-
timate contact with many soldiers and peasants, found it difficult
to find anyone who had been in America who was still frien&ly to her,
Instead of laudlng her praises they cursed her -as a nation of money
getters and selfish capltallsts. ‘These disapp01nfed Ru531ans. no
doubt, axe acting i;.many cases as agents of ha*red, and are Bpread-
lng the @OSpel of enmity towards Amezicae

Not long ago, we asked a young Russian man, who had been in Ams
erica ten years what he considered the soul of Americ#d. After asking
the question, we sat back comfortably expecting to listen to a bheau=
tlful dlééourse on the wonderfulspirlt of our country.nBut the man
gnewered in one word, “"Haterialisme™ When “we objectéd, he sighted
case after case which we Mad to admit showed absolute eiggé of mat-
erialsme Still being Americans we protested that he had not found -the
soul‘of our country. A little later, we asked another Russian the
pame-question and hé said,*I -found the soul of America in the Prot-
estant Church. After my money was gone, 1 wandered about.very lon&}y
and hungry for a time., I had to go to work doing harder and dirtier
jobs than I had ever done before. I was ready to hate America, when
one night in a young peoples' meeting of a ¢hurch, a new joy came
into my life.nl found that the soul of Americe was not just cold
materialsm but was a warm spirit of friendship.®

Are not these two statements significant? Ought not the best
things of American life be expressed in the fvotestant Church?

Therefore ought we not seek out the Russian Immigrant woman and

lead her to the best in American life?
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Cpapter Three,

Questiong for Discussion.
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Is the racial situation in relation to the country in which they
lived identical in the Emancipation of the Russian Serfs in 1861
and the American Slaves in 1863%

"

)Do you think the Ruséfantéeasanfrwoman.has'}atgnﬁ within hér the
posgibilities displayed by the nobility and intelligensi& of
Russia? g .
Descriﬂ% the home life of a peasant éirl in Russgiae.

Describe the home 1ifé "of “the Russian immigrant woman in America.
W%at would yoﬁﬁsuggés% a8 P remedy for révvlutfon, ana}éh&ﬁ and

bé%heviam?
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From the 'Olgl World to ,the).Hew
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IV.. 3{om»the O}d World to'lthe Nev.

A. The Necessity for Reachiné the Immigrant Mother.

« ®Me no know,™ accompanied byth shrug 0 her shoulders is the

charac teristié answer an American receives from a foreign Woman.
Then she adds: "Me call Mary.” Little teﬁ’yeaé old ua}y comes and
smilingly BXpiainé. *)My mudder sheé don't know anyting, What you
want?® Ma;y has been t; school and has learned %the ﬁngiish language

e

and some American customs, she is her mother's mouthpiece and very

often must offer her mother advice. In making the transition from

the old world to the new it is the mother who makes the greatest

sacrifice. In moat cases she is lost entlrély to American life and

A

remains a lonely stranger in a forelgn land., Her husband goes out to

L RS

‘work each day, gets over his timidity and soon.is ablé to find Hhis .
way around the city oxr village; he 1earns.enngh.English to help
hlmself, soon he does all the errands for his wife; he takes the
children to town to buy clothes and to the market ‘to get the weekly
supply of fbod. Gradually, hoth the Bather and the children take

the attitude that the mother knows nothing and is incapable of
You
1earn1ng. They begin to manage their own affairs and the poor moth-

ﬂ’ wae |

er is left to see her fam;ly grow away from her. As the children

grow older the breach grows wider, when her daughters are sixteen
¢ b3 >

years old they are total strangers to her, The daughters are pro-

ducts of 8 new civilization which the mothers have not heen able to

panetrate. ) ~

y - . f -

We knowiihat American life can be no better then her home LK

lifes The old adage,“The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world®",

applmes to Amerlca 'as well as elsewhere. Unless we can help each

mother to get the highest ideals possible we cannot 'expect fthe home
(46)
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life-to be of the highest order: Can j;ve permit thousands of foreign
mothers to hold their ol'd. country ideals unchanged and expect their
Bomes to be j;;uly Angerican? Often real home life is dmpossible in
immigrant families because oi‘ the great breach betwegn husband and
wife and motn;er and. ghildren. Je must bring the mother out of her
home and in tough with things that will help her %o keep abreast of
her husband,and children, to find \som,eithing in American life to loye
and respect, and finally, tg create in her the desire to become a
citizen @f the country of her adopiigfl, #hen we. can do that we shall
save families from disruption for the mother determines the home; we
shall spve Americas, for the home determines Americas
Be The Broblems of. the Immigra;r;t Mot,hgri

1+ Where Will She Live?® X

The first real problem ‘cpnfr'opting the immigrant woman upop her
ayrival in America is the logatign of her home. Her future home real-
ly is xes,ez;yg.d, for-her ag it is determined by the place where her
friends di-vrelativesilive, by the. ki-r}d of work-hexr husband decides
to do, and fhe-amount of money he. eXpects. to €arn. Many immigrantg
leave the wharf and go directly to the plages in which they are to
l1ive and from which they never wander. Others go from place to
place for several months Beforg they. find work .a,nd. a home. Very of-
ten the husband has preeeeded the wife to Amerdca and has established
a meagre home to which he. takes his familye -

g The Immigrant. Community: .

There are three types of communities in which we find the

Slavic immigrant, the, urban, cosmopalitan, and the peedominating

American, The urban community is one built up of: practically one :a

race. A few Slayvs find themselves dlocated in a neiglﬁborhobll Thejr




atiratt ‘others ‘of their nationality, their friendB and realtives

soon Join them. The Américans move out and we have a %Litike Pol-
and®” or a "Little Russia", just a® the rase tay bei We f£ind such
communities in many large Ametrican cities and in Bmaller mining:
:and mahufac¢tiTing towns and farming regions. In the ‘urban c¢omnunity
we find an almost homogeniety of race., of. interegts, «é.nd' motives,
Here we find the satiotnal clubs, the ﬁational Church, aend thé stores
managed by Slavs or Slavic ‘speakihg Jews. Not so common &8 the ur--
ban coumurity is the” ¢osmopalitan type. Usually this type is found
in a neighborhood of varying degrees better than the urban .c onmun-
ity. When the young people brought up- in.American schosld marry,
they move out of the. old meighborhdod into & better one., These new
communities are made up °f a number of different raced: But since
the tendancy is for racial colonization the families in thése groups
do .hot #iix. They still. go back to the 6ld club houses and to viBit
with the friénds and relatives in ‘the old community. The predomihe
antly Americen type we find®usually in simall cities where there are
just & feWw Slavs attracted by some particular work. They asdociate
only with thémeselves, ¥hough 'the childrén do make American ‘friehnd-
ships. -Very -often we ‘find: the- third generation of Slavs-or those
who have prosperged. very- well living alone among Americans,

There are several causes for this Slavic segregation: The econ-
omic reason is thre greatest. They come to- America with praciically
mo Mmaney and-fmust find the cheapest rent -possiblei They cannot speak
the English language’land‘ must find people to their own nationality
to interpret” for theis As a very large percemt .of the foreigners

are men whd ‘are -single or withoutttheir wives, Slavic women must

keéep- boarders. This helps to lighten theiyr household expences and.

I T e —

e e ——— s o han i e



49

assist. the men in saving mpney to send for their families. The last
reason. for Slavic segrasgation has two aspects, that of the §laV' and
of, the American. The-Slav seldom;seeks rent for hig first home a-
mong Americans because he -ig. skeptical of them. He does not understand
the customs of the ¢ountry and, the transition from the old home éo

a real -American neighborhood would .be too great, for him to bear. By
first living among his own peQple he can learn -the customs gradually
and. finally- emerge. a :geasoned Ameripan,tod1iv@.amgng;Americans; Not
all Americans ‘would txeat the Slav in a very friendly manner should
¢ move into their neighborhood. Generally, -if a Pole or a Russian
manages to rent or buy & home in an American neighborhood, “For Sale"
signs ‘begin to.appear on-all-the qther houses. Very soon, instead of
an American community .a.,Slavic community has -devekoped,

., The Slavs!'first homes are .always.in very poor sections .of the
city..Naﬂy times a large house built in former days for a single
family ie rented totfiée or six foreign families, The plumbing fac-
tlitien remain in the old condition and are not adequate for more
than one family. The large rooms are divided -up and partitioned with-
out thought to.proper ventilation. Hallways are boarded up making
the stairways-dank,.dangerOQ§,iand ill- ventilated, and lighted
6nly by smoking gas jetse Such-a home may have a small yand hardly
adequate to dry clothes.for.the:occupants and allowing insufficient
noom for the,children to plays Or the home may be a tenement house
wvith .frog fiye to twentyfive or more faﬁ;lieq. Here each .family has
its own small group of rooms using in common the toilet and water
supplies in the hallways. These houses have no yards; the laundry

is dried on the meagre back porches and fire escapes; the children

are forced: to- ptay in the crowded streets. -In -some cases homes for

~

paedmtstiginenis U,
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the'foréigners are built by the industries ‘hiring- them. These areé
usually mothing mere then rows upon rows of shacks or tiney houses
all built alike, merely providing c-overing from the snowwand raine.
Slavic homes and Slavit comnunities vary in their cleanliness
with the part of Europe from which the peédple come, the length of
regidence in Americe, sthe natural habits of the family, antd the .
kind of councilman representgng them at the municipel headgquartersi
The first home gonsists..of from one to three rooms. In Edfope they
have been in the habit of living in very small quarters.but most of
their time was spent in the open air. The few windows in their tinyy
homes in Burope were seldom opened and .never.at night. Tbey carxry
over that habit into American life and. sobn they lose the bloom
from their cheeks. .Living night and day in poor air soén has its
ef fect upon the health of the Slawv, Hany 0f the househdld. hecessi-
ties such as wash tubs, gas: stoves, sewing machines, modern c 0oke-
ing utencils, and so fo;th'are:hew to the Slavic woman. Just. how to
care for them and keep them clean is a problem she must learn to
solve. With.several children, one or more boarders, and only two or
three rooms, the.Slavic woman finds it almost impossible to keep
her house tidy.. But-in all of the Slavic.grolps we” £ind. neat, .atu%.t-
ive homes, With dozéns of children playing in the*same’ yhrds and
on the streets, it is practically iimpossible. to ke¢p the yards and
streets cleah. But if the councilman is interested: in hle’ ¢ommunity,
he can do much to have the.garbage disposal-well cared for, the
streets cleaned regularly, énd Xhe buildings as far as possible

-

kept in good repair, - T "

o

In spite of the congestion, the Slavs often convert their homes

into veritable garden spoiB. Where oppoftunity permits they have




Splenﬁid;yegetéble'gardéns, beautiful flower heds, and theixr poréh-
es are covered with vines. As they prosper and are able to buy their
own haqnmes, they take greax:pride—in making them beautiful. Here and
there in a Slavic neighborhood these well-kept homes stand out -as
‘beacon lights to all- the community beckoning others on. to better .
fiomes., Always by the second=genefagion the Slavic. hom& has improved.
Neat white..curtains edged:iin harndmade lace apPear -upon the. windows. '
A living room is acquired by this time, in which beautiful. pieces of
handmade embrqidery are displayeds The kitchen floor instead .of being
bare is covered with spotless linolium. Musical instruments which
-are not lacking_in the‘first’hqme are multipkied in numbgr, a piano
is .added or a.victrola. Book cases appear Tillked with schaol books
"and others both 'in English .and the Slavic languages. Pieces of nice-
ly made furniture that the sons have made in school are prowdly dis-
played. A skéond generation Slavic hone is quite Americar, and in.
the case of the third. generation, it is very hard to tell the dif-
ference, But in-all the shifting and changing the immigrant mother
usually remains. the same. -

« be Thé number and location of the Slavs in America.

The Czechs were the earliest ‘of.the Slays to come to-Americg
in great numbers. There dr&cabouttseven hundred and fifty thousand
of thein scattered .from New York City out beyond the Mississippi
River. The .largest number is found in Chicago, there Being about
one hundred and eighty thousand in thaé city. There are fifty thous-
and in New York City; seventyfive thousand in Cleveland, and fifty
thousand in -each of the -following states: Wisconsin, Nebraska, p

Texas,MInnesota, and Iowae.

-

The ‘Poles in.Amefica mumber approximately three million and

I ——

AT
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a half. Most of the Poles are found aﬁbngxthetNenyngland toast, ;ﬁd
in-~the l;rge mid-western cities, though many of them are in the min-
ing regions of Peénnsylvania. Ll e - '
There are fiye hundred thousand Slovaks in America found in our
coal mining and steel mill districts of Pendbylvania,-Ohio, ahd Ill-
inois., There ar€ an equal ‘number of Jugoslavs located from western
Pennsylvania to Illimois and in‘ﬁiéhigan and Minesota. Fifty thousand -
would number the Bulgarians in our country who live prinmcipally.in”
Illino}é, thiough in any la?ge Blavic group Some Bulgars may’ be fbund.
Due'tb the sudden rise of. Russian immigration since the-war, it
is hard to egtimate the nmumber in-America; though it is placed near
& million. The.earliest Russians cgmé and followed the other Slavic
groups into the mines and meat packing and steel indtstries. The new-
ér Ruséians seldom go very far from: the Eastern.coast and are -to be
found 1ﬁ New York Gity, Boston, Cambridge, and many..of the manufact-
uring towns of New England,’ -
2. The Boarder Problem. -

In addition to the problem of the hbme, the boerder problem
presents itself., This is an entirely new feature fofr -the immigrant,
she never has keptiboarder® before, ‘With rent high ahd salaries low,
the mother sees a means of helping to swell¢‘the family income by
caring for the homeless. men of her own nationality. But the effects:
of this system are very grave. The lodgers are given the best sleeping
room while the rest of - the family sleeps upon the.floor, the mother
getting the most undesirable spot. Sometimes the boarders work shifts
and two or three sets take turns sleeping in the same beds, This overe

crowding increases the evils of washing facilities’ and results in

unclean bodies,.unclean homes, and the spreading of desease. Offen
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the mother must rise long before the rest of the family in oxrder tg
pack all the dinner pails before getting breakfast. She is kept
busy all day gooking for her fami%y ayd.lodgers, Wgshing their clothes,
and trying to kee¢p her house tidy. Her life @ecomés a humdrum -exist- | [
ence and she a. real slave, The very worst feature of the boader pro-.
blem is the fact that .much. immorality.results from it and many homes
are broken as a result of it.
3. Food ,Problem. o
The problem of diet is not only an immigrant problem, physi-
cians are wrestling constantly with this problem among all peoPQé.
Uncqngciohﬁly, the immigrant woman had been in the habii of giving
rher. family a-balanced diete -Although money was scarce in fhe farm
districts of the Slavic countries, wheolesome fqod could always be
obtained. Everyone raised his own,veaetables, grain,, cattle, and
fowle. But in America the question. immediately is, what will the
mother .cook .for her family and where will she get it? The neighbor-
hog@;gtoregﬁqqrpy only a limited supply of meaf'gpd vegetables and
that at an exorbitant price, Where .salaries are small many ghings
must be cut out of the diet. The Slavic family soon .finds itself

Liyving on soup, blgck bread, goffee,.and American cheap pastry..

.Rhysjciang claim that the largest -percent of .patients among Slavic

~.people are suffering from deseasegs caysed by poor nourishment. When
the Slavic -woman has learned how-and where to buy and ks the money
to purchase good- ingredients, ghe can cook very wedl and makes a
number of very tastey dishes. LI N

4. The Health Problem.

The food problemsleads us. naturally into the problem of healthe

Here the -Slayic woman is up against a vital 'problems In-her homeland
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health and the care of desease was a personal matter, the government
paid little atfention to the physical condition of its people and ¢
doctors weré sca¥te. In the old oountry among the peasants super-
stitions abounf and when herbs failed to brlng'rellef,the "witch wom-
an® or wise woman who had power to kill oxr cure wés“balled upons Care
was taken not to have the “witch woman" léok-at 'a*little child if he
were well lest she might c¢ast ah evil speli>upoﬁ’hi@;‘The word hosp-
ital’ to a Slavic peasant really speiféd death. In the "0ld country no
one ever wag taken to the Hospital unléss as a very last resort, and
the peéséni watching _the departing patient realized that he would be
brought home to bury. Such &uperstitions ‘and customs, centuries old,
do not dissdppeal ‘with the arrival in Ameriéd, but perbist even af ter
the old superstiiions immigrant grandmother is dedd. -

In coming to America, the transition ffom the agricultural life
to industrial 1ife, from free out-door life tJ indoof occapations
and crowded neiéhborhoods, and the change of food and climate result
in serious physical conditons. Theé déath rate is higher among thé
foreign men than women &ince they are placéd in more haXardous pos-
itions. But the deaths resulting from deseases are by f=r the greates
est. The death rate of babies less than a month ‘61d is higher among
babies of native mothers, showing that the ‘foreign -mothers are ‘better
able to give birth -to children.’@ut between ‘the ages 'of one month
and one year the death rate of babies of thé foreign bord far ex-
ééed that of native born babies. This shows that the native motherxr
has learned how to-care for her children 'and to ‘make Gse of the
health facilities provided in América. But the immigrant mothei does

" not know how to care for ‘her baby's health in these new surroundingsg

. . - - F
nor how to make use of the things available for that purpose, Among
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the Slave deseases of ther digestive suystem, kidneys, circulatory
system, and those  resulting £rom aliggliam are;ﬁoét prevalent,

If in America the ®wise woman" is of no -avdil, the mext place
the. foreigner turng is to'-the drug stére.'IﬁWEurOpésthewdruggisﬁ is a
learned man who doee-nbt deal in patent médicinés;but in herbs. He
can .advise -the patients concerning their illnesses: The-Slav's re-
apect for the druggist carries over into Américen 1ifé¢ but he finds
the Americah druggist different. Although he may be skilled in chem-
istry he cannot prescribe and the foreigner-must go elsewhere to
know what to do fer his ill-health.

A6 a-last, resort vthe foreigner turns to the private physician.
What kind does he ¢hoose? Not one with a small, neat sign such as

Ame&ﬁmanngﬁod_tagtedpﬁescntbes,abd%*bnéaﬁho advertizes! In Europe

it is codmmon .for a good doctor to adveitise. Knowing this, =u great
many ugscrupulous, poor doctors and medical quacks are using adver-
tizihg as. g means to furthel their gainful ends. They make their
wares known by large advertisements in the foreign language newss
paperss” These quacks often have an office in which tliey keep, through
bribery, 8 poor,specimen of a licenced doctor. They -appeal in the
papers to the emoition of fear urging the necessity in Amerita to be
alarmed at .every little cough, suggesting. that bIood deseases dig
the graves of~milliéns, aﬁd»sd'forth. Knowing theéconomic pressure
under which.the.foreigners Live, they lure them on by inviting them
for free consultation and examination. False testimonials are adver-
tised telling. how people escaped long illnesses, cperations, pain,
death, end «the..dangers of childbirth by following the suggestions

of the. advertisers. The evils of* medical’ quakkeyy -cdnnot "be too

highly stressed, it is almost by chance that -a foreigner secures the
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help ?f a good physician, ’

The maternity case presen%s a very g%ave problem among the
SIavgi In Europe they have béen accustomed to calling upon a mid-
wife at the time of child-birth. But the Buropean mid-wife is far
different from those who. practisé in America. Special courses of f
from six months io two years ate offered ﬁyrthe governments of Europe
for the t?ain}ng 3} women in obstetrics. Very often the oidesf daught -
exr ofatﬁe“land owner® receives this training and is able to care
for all. the maternity cases in her village..In many places thé women
very oftén ﬁave to depend ﬁpon eachothexr for.confinemént. In Americsa
the mid-wife is of an inferior stan&ing.ﬂuéually She has had no
tr@iping'wﬁa;s;e;er, excepé_the rearing of her own iarge family. Thir-
teen states of th61Un;on have no laws regarding mid:wifery; twenty-
one states have laws regulaping‘tﬁe practise; in thirteen states the
mid-wife must pass exeminations; and in twelve states the mid-wife
is legaily recognized’but there Ere no general laws to regulate her
practiee. '

Thére is no other event in life so interwoven with tradition as
the birth of a childes To understand the view point of a Slavic wom-
an one must understand her entire backgfounﬁi These 31& traditions
do. not drop awa& when i;aving the oounﬁry'bufzpeféi;t just as
strongly in America. In Eprope’iittie attention is paid to the
length of time the mother gpends in bed after the birth of her child,
The women are secdséd heiﬁardrﬁork.that bhiidfbirth ig comparitively
easy for thems. The Slavic woman is not 80 'independent as the native
woman, éhe authority lies with her husband. She shrinks from employ-
ing & male doctor and her hupband is loath to pefmit it, It is very

r - - - ro.n -
Qﬁrd t% convince the husband of the pr%Per care needed at such’a
ime, If the midsvife cannot be secured . -

“
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time. If a mid-wife cannot be secured, the economic problem becomes
¥ -~ ’

a. real factor, The mid-wife is willing to take her fegmwhichiissmall
éﬁal}~in several payments. In addition to the_confinement, she will
m%ke daily Yisits Fo the patient in the capacj?y of nurge and house-
keeper, If aﬂdoctéf must becsecured his fee is Ligher than the for-
eigner cares to pay, he cannot as a rule gpeak the language gﬁ the
Siav{ and he mﬁst ne assisted by & nurse. The lenéth of time the
mother 5pends in bed varies with the amount of work she has to do.
It is ne common thing upon calllng at the.home the day after -8, .New
baby is bg;qﬁto be met at the door by the mother, With the crowded,
unsanitary 1iwing conditions, lack of money and knowledge of %the
laég%gge, the board?r Proplem,.&hdkaobamhgrpun@,of supe:ﬁtitiohs @
aankféditions'tgtagiy.ﬁorg;gn, childbixth becomes a serious pro-

blem ko a foreign woman in Americas

-
-

Slave are absqlutely opposed to hospitalsuand dgsoensaries be-~
cause they are ignorant of them, Shall ‘we make laws and demand. abb-

-

itrarily that the immigrant live up to them and punish him severely

PR R

for dlsobeying? .Shall we flrmlv assert that it is un~American for
the Slav to contlnue his old customs. in America and try to force

him to forget them? Shall we lay down?laws in the English .language
and expect Slayic 5;0ple to read them and understand them? HMust we

not. do more than. that? Must, we not establlsh systems of education

- ¢
- 1

among the foreigners to make sanitation possible, to remowe super-
stition, to teach the mothers how to cook proper foods, to care for

simple 111nesses, and _the proper use of dispensaries and cllnics?

-

S The Industrlal Problem:
_The Slavic woman in America is lopgked upon as a source of in-

comes She has all, the handicaps of the American t?mg? in industry
asS o‘q:.

plus the lack of knowledge, The immigr%nt woman ts—éeing and is

.
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doing the hardest and dirtiest of manusl labor receiving in ex-
change the very lowest wage. But even the lowest wage seems high
to her since she has rever earned méney before. Although she cames

from the farm she can fit into factory work very well because of the

hd -

sPeclallzatlon of 31mple tasks, she can learn to do one thing welle.

It is estimated that nlnety percent of Slavic weomen are worklng or

&g 1 4,

are willing to work when the Opportunmty presents itself,

The majority of Slavic women are found doing factory work,
farm labor, resturant work, ‘or keening boarders. Oonly a small per-
centage of them are in domestlc gervice for threé reasonS‘ flret,

they do not like to live away from home"second, tﬁey come to An-

-

erica. looking for greater ooportunities than nousework affords;

thle, their manner Qf 11v1ng ie 80 dlfferent that they are lost in

rd '&O‘\

an American household. In large sections of the mid-west and south-
west, Russians, Bohemians, and- South Slavs are found “following the
crops®e These miorant workers -from March to late in the fall follow
one c¢rop after another. The entire famlly goes under contract, lives
xn one miserable shack here and another there; under the most un-
sanitary conditions. It is estimated that 1,500,000 children (not
all foreign) are engaged in this klnd of agrlculture. These child-

P

ren ren grow stunted in body and mlnd with no ldea of the finer

L

side of American life, Along the east coaet, New Jersey, Delaware,

and Maryland, thousands of women:and children are hired in the can~
- 0 . .-}‘ .

nihng factorieg,iBnithecwoglen and cotton mil}s and clothing fact-

~ . = . - . tw ‘ .

ories in the east and in the large middle-western cities many §lave

-

ic women are employeé. Where the mother does not leave the ,home
v &
boarders aré resorted “to as & means of 1ncome. With the mother try-
i -

1ng to do a double duty of home-making and bread winnlng, it stands

to reagon that she can do neither welle

..ﬁ
|

—— a2
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6. Soci&l Life, :

In ﬁhe‘éid country t@e social life of the Slavic woman was

one with her neighbors. The ‘entire willage entéred into the great
festival days, the ﬁeddingé, and christeningss Such social life
still carries over in América, but due to 'the ¢rowded conditions
under whichbthe Slavs live, these evénts are not so pigturesque nor
spontaneohs. The long hours of work which both the husband and wife
are“eu%ject to make it impossible for them to enjoy much social
life. Ihere'are many national‘organizatiuns among the Slavs which
care for their socgizvlife but mot all of the women are reached by
;hem. Ihe ggth maJo;Ety of the women still depend upon the weddings
and'Christéﬁiﬁéssfbr %ﬁeir 2ecreat15n.~Added to these the moving
bictufe show draws a'grbat Wany” women. There are very few organiz-
ations in 4merica.b@ilt for'the purpose” of drawing the Slavic woman
into the sockdl 1ife and gociety of American women. Occasilonally, a
church or atWoman'é.City Club will-have a program that includes this
feature, but as a rule the immigrant wdunpis left to find her own
recreation or gét along without it

5:~T£e‘é}oblem of Family Life,

The éfeatest pfgblem of the Slav in ‘the transition.from the old
to the new country is that of family life. Thé “olapatriarchal sys-
tem exists in the Slavic countries. The word df the parents &nd
most espedially the. father is laws The ¢hildren respect the position
of their father. ?%e home is the gathering place of the entiré .fam-
ily and théfr friends. Often this family circle is broken for the
first time when the father comes to America. When he-is able to send

for his wife and children a spiritual separation has’ dlready begun

3 ¢

- -
+ -
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between him and h15 wife»cnd the children must learn to know their

r

father all over again. According to the common law of. the world,
- i

the husband exerts his rlght to chose the home, to dlSClpllne his

< " .

wife and chlldren, {0 claim thelr services, to appropriate their

L g =z

earnlngs, 1n short, to manage all the affairs of his wife and child-
ren. But though the common law is the same in America as in Burope,

the Slav soon finds that the posltion .of women and children is dif-

~

ferent. Iry as he will. the Slavic father cannot maintain the same

authority in America as in Europe.

In this new, complex life the mother finds a great many pre-

viously unknown reaponsibilities falling to her lot, .most of which

IR I |

she 16 1ncapable of assumlng. The Slavic 1mm1grant woman knows nothe

»

ing about modern child tralning, she 13 1ncapable of following her

children's school work, thelr dally interesta, she cannot keep in-

formed about their play, the;r companions, nor can she advise then

about thelr e&e%hﬁfr clothes, In the old homeland her children were

trained to blind pbedience, to be good soldiers not good citizens.,

The child hé%_to obey, should he revolt the entire neighborhood

was agaiﬁetbhim. But in America the con%itions are fntﬁreﬁy.difféfent.
‘Here the chi%d begins to reverse conditions. He learns the lan-

guage earlier than his mother who‘mugt depend on him tomexplain the

k1

visit of the truﬂént officer, %he charity visitor, the sewer in-

v b

spector. the insurance man, and anyone elge “who may come to the door.
Soon the child is domlnating the family. In EurOpe a child's play

was not g mother's problem. At an early age the child was put to work

tending the geese or helping in the fields, he got his play out of
f - . 1
his worke. Or, the child entéred into the village dances at festival

5 L]

w -

times when the whole family was together. But in America the problem

£




of recreationnis a vital one and one which the foreign mother can-~
not solvs:lBackyards are scarce and the only plage for children to
is out in the city streets or in the very inadequate city playgrounds.
The matter of edmcation,is & new one, Here education is compulsory.
and the mother must choose between a parochial and a civic school.
The idea that education is compulsory, that the children must be at
school and on time is a hard one for the 1mmigrant mother to assim-
ilates No; cso"the hother follow intelligently the monthly: report
card systems When it comes to the matter of secondary education only
a small percentage of the mothers know how to advise, most of them
see absoihtely no reason for High Sechool education and scores of
boys and girls find it very difficult to obtain their mother's per-
mission for advanced schooling. From just an insignificant member of
a 1arve family groug, the mother finds her child in Amerlca has be-
come an. individual with certain d;f;nlte rights and prlvelegss.
Often the fathsrainsists upon using old Buropean methods in his
family llfe. But when the children become young men and women they
revolt against the old customs and insist upon being American. They
refuse to turn in all of their wages but are willing omly to pay
their board, demandlng the rest for clothes and spending money.
With small, onvwéﬁd homes permlttlng no room to entertain their
friends, the young peOple prefer to Walk the streets or g0 night
after nigh? to the "movies® and parks. They will invsnt most any
kind of an excuse to get away from home..They refuse to go to the
dances and clubzmeetings of their national organizations of their
parents, This revolt of tﬂe children often results in broken homes.

With no idea of family life it is surprising what kind of
* -
homes many of the children of immigrants establish. Most of them

[




have not been very far from home,~ but they have gone to school, have
read bookéy have seen moving -pictuxes -and plays. From these exper~
iences mixed with the natural desire in every heart foxr an ideal
home, they construct a homelife far in advance of their parenmts.
But'usually,_the most pitiful -thing about the home of the second
generation is the géeat emphagis laid upon the material. progress ‘and
the lack of'a spiritual life.

8. Religious Life in America.

The religious background of the Slav has been discussed in
Chapter Two. On arriving in America, as well as everything else,
the religious beliefs of the Slavic woman must undergo readjusts-
ment, She finds that the Church and State .are definitely ‘separated; )
she is expected to adhere rigidly “to the laws-of the country but she
can do as she pleases religiously.- In Burope her religion was so .
closely bound to her-naticnal_life -that she could not separate. the .
two. -If she should -object to the national Church she knew she would
be subject tdﬂperseduﬁion. But here in America no one interferes
yifh hexr. religiocus beliefs. She may have come to America to free her-
self economically, politicully, and sgcially, but. no one honestly
can free themselves in thesé three ways without doing some thinking
along sPirituai lines. Qften it takes & whol€ generation before a
Slavic family thinks their way throygh: to spiritual freedom, hut
saoner or later,ithet time comes..

Statistics cannot be secured regarding the number of Slavs that
haye brokem away .from their churcheg., A survey taken. for that pir-
pose cannot be relied upon-unless the surveyor is very familiar with

the neighborheood and. krows the people as friends, Slave are skepti-~ -

cal about any questioéns regarding the Church. Rathef than .have the
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trouble that might resul% from openlyrrenouncing the Church, they
will claim allegiance to it even if t_hey faiwe lost all faith in it.
For an egtimate of the religiqus life of 'the Slave in America we

must depend upon. the statements of the people whq know the conditions
intimately.

- ¥rom the time of Hgs great religious differengea‘hgve existed
among'the‘SIavsf In the exile following the Thirty Years War, meny
of the Czechs gave up the Church entirely and refused to hold any
religious belief, These Free Thinkers are very well represented in
America. Protestant Chmrch workers and Social workers among the.
Czechg are quite .unanimous in saying that a third of them are Free
Thinkers; andther third are only nominal Catholics; and the remainder
staunch eiherents. of the Church. The first two-thirds look for their
spiritual refreshment to the Bohemian{ﬁgy@onél Glubsa They are inp-
different to the Protestant Church but allow their children. to fake
an active part in all of its activities. The Disciple, Presbyterian,
gaptist{ Congregational, and Methodist churches have been success-
ful in giving spiritual help to many Czechs:

The-Poles as a rule are loyal to the Catholic Church, but at
present it is estimated -that. one=third haye dropped away from the
Church..Some of the Poles establisgh.free Polish Churches, others
adopt' Russelitism, but many becomesathiests. The Protestant Church
must not fail.to take to the. Poles the -Gospel of Freedom.

Qf all -the Slabs the religious situatiog of the Russians is by
far the worst. Of all the Slavic Immigrantg the Russians are the mosp
;gnoragt:and uneducateds They have seen;the Church and Government

that have been supremely powerfuld- for centuries overthrown. They are

not able to understand such a condition and will helieve anything
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that their “leaders wish-;o tell them, The Russians may be divided
roughly into three groupé.here in America. The first group is that
which 6lings to the old Orthodox Church. This number is shall and

is still declining. The Greek Church and Episcopak Church have become
affiliated in fmeriéas In thé preseht condition, fréed from authority
of -the Hussian government, -this church can render a larger service
o its "pedple than it has done ih the past. The second group and ¥y
far the largest is composed of those people who call themselves Come
munists. Here in America where they cannot watch first hand the con-
di:tiong as they develop in Russia, they believe evetrything the Conm-
munisttleaders tell them. They think that the Church is destroyed
erifirely in Russia and will ‘have noﬁg}ng to do with it here. Yet, _
when questioned, ninety percent of the Russian children will say
that they still pray in their homes., Qhrist, the authority of the
Chuiich, ‘and the @utocrasy of the government are so mixed in their
minds that they céhﬂ;t think clearly about the Gospel of Jesus, The
Communist leaders not representing the real Russians and many of
them Jews, thayg no sympsathy ‘et all for the Church and keep their
followers antagonized toward =ll rel}gionq~§efore this group can be
led into a echurch they must see that it stands for the love of God
and that that love expresses itself in service. In spite of the fact
that they appear very bitter toward anything religious. these par-
ents will allow their children to go to the Vacation Church Schools,
Sunday Schools, girl's and boy's clubs, and to the summer camps sup-
ervised.fy the Protestant Churches. When educational clubs, forums,
or mother's clubs are held in church buildings many of them avail

themselves of the priveleges these afford. The third group is made

up of those who belong to various Russian sects, those, who have




given up the Church but étill'believe in a God of Love, and those
who are gradually driftfng‘&iﬁo Protestant churches. This group is
small but continues to grow. With education the Russian is able to
straighten out his Teligicus thinking.

The Jugoslave and Bulgarians in the past have always been very
loyal to the Churches of their mother countries. But in Ameeica, the’
same unrest posseaaés.them as does the Czechs and Poles. If the
Greek Catholic, Ro;an Catholic, or Protestant Qhuroh;s are to survive
among the Slavs, they must develop a program of service; they must
"minister to the deep spiritual needs of their people; they must
cease to élace their émpasis upon wornout dogﬁag, cermonies, and
emptyxforms and return to the~simple me?sagé of Jesus Christ.

CG. Summaryt " ' ST

We see that in making the transition from the old countiry to
America, the Slavic immigrant woman is thrown into a maze of pro-
blems. She comes meagerly equipped physically, spirituaily, econom-
ically,;-and e@ycationally. Surely, the Church of Jesus Christ must

have some share in helping her find a solution to her many problems.
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dhapgerfThree

Questions for Discussion

What are the industrial changes the Slavic woman must make on

"

her arrival in America?.
What domestic changes ﬁuat the Slavic immigrant woman make in
America?

Why doeé the immigrant woman not penetrate American life?

What. would you suggest as a means of eradication the difference

existing begwéen immigrant mothers and American daughters?

-

o T -

Where are the Slavs locatéd in America?
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V. Organization Work Among Foreign Women.
A. Introduction - The Problem Confronting the Church in an Im-
migrant Communi ty:

A "For Sale" sign on a Protestant Chufch in a foreign community
may be interpreted very appropriately as ®Failure®. -A church that
does not meet“the ever changing problems of the neighbo;hood i?
which it is placed fails. As foreign@ré,move into a community the
oldgr Americans move aways. In order to maintain an audience, the
pastor suggests foliowing the members into the suburbs and building
a new church plant. The membership, desiring to maintain a certain
respectability and worship with greater ease, acceptis the pastoris
suggestion, the'old building is gold to make room fgr a new store,

fectory sites, or to meke a club house for a féreign group, ané the

s

new suburban church is bullt. The Américans draw their skirts a-
bout them and leave the nelghborhood to its own dev1ces. ‘The for-
eigners are left to carry on their life as best they can without
American ass%stance. Such a church is a failure. Men wearing tall
silk hats may vanish from the congregation, the swish of ladlies!
silken skirts may be hushed, but this does not spell "failure®.
That church is a succesg which remains in its field and serves the
people there until no peqple remain to sexrve,

Ap the type of people in the commmnity changes so the program
of the church must chénge. When the large, well-appointed homes
which previously haoused each ﬁht one family whose social life was
cared for, begin to house ffom four to ten families, then,the church
must m;ke provision for the social life of its community. When the

homes of the cultured.;mericans are filled with ignorant foreigners

the Ghurch must do its -share to meet the educat#dénal needs of its
((69)




munity houses equipped with gymnasiums, club rooms, and swimming
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field; Since it is the first ‘duty of the-ehurch-to spiritualize if;
community, the church ir the Toreign neighborhood must so.develop
it8 prégram as to meet the problems of doubt and atheism as they
arise. L. ; ~

Meny churches dismiss their responsibility to work among the
foréignerg,on the .ground that it takes more money than they have to

uses In making this statement these churches have in mind great com-

pools. Such equippment renders splendid assistance to the social
life of a church, but is not absoluteiy necesgsary in carrying on the
real service of the churédh. What is more necessary than money and

équipment is"a .group of consecrated men and women who will pledge

themselves to undertake the #ask. As they proceed- inﬁ'eJ_.oli'vgenti}i -
step by stepy they will be able td make the proper buildihg adjust-
ments to-meet their needs. A fine, well appointed building with a
few people is a disgrace, whereas a small insignificant building
whosee sSpirit warms the hearts of its people and takes to them the
high ideals of Jesus, no matter how crowded it may he, ?ill be
honored for its work because it is helping to establish the Kingdom
of Heavem *

The work of organizing ahd carrying on work among foreigners is
not hard if undertaken %}stematically and patiently. Customs and
traditions cannot be broken easily; hearts that have been disappoint-
ed in the promises of one Church find it hard to respohd quickly
to the message of another; in a land where all the comforts "of life
and all the outward aigns of equality and respectability can be

/
‘ I
earned, very often the desifre€ for material gain clouds ‘the yearn- |
ings of the heart. The task of giving the Protestant message of *

ol
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Jesus is a long, slow process, but when the fraits of this labor be-

gin to appear, then do the words of Jesus Christ reveal their full

meaning,

-

®Whosever shall dlose his life for my sake, the same @hall find
it.e1 .
Be Organizations Meetipg the Needs of the Foreigners;

Before the Church was awake to -its responsibility to the for-
eigner, many people prompted by the spirit of Christ, set about
to -meet this responsibility. Settltment Houses such éé the Hull
House of Chicago, South End House of Boston, and Hirém House of.
Cleveland were established, In -this movement,-men and women, forget-
ing themselveg,. unselfishly ‘gave up theié homeg and went to live
in foreign communitiegs Their chief desire was to eleviate suffer-
inge They found the needs of the foreigners fo be many: there weyre
gickness, ppvefgy. ignorance, guperstition, and hatred, with all
pheirﬁattending sorrows. The Settlement Houses did their best to
transform the enviiromment about thems They carried on classes to
teach English, good citizenship, trades and houshold artsj gymnas-
jums, game rocms, musicals, and ophei recreational activitiés were
established; Day Nuxseries, free medical.clinics, gnd employment
bureaus were opened; food and clothing were digtributed ip case of
need; -every apparent condition of the fereigner-was cared foxrd

In addition to the Settlementsgguses other organizations de-
veloped depariments for the care of. the immigrent. Among these were
Juvenile Court systems, Legal Aid Societigs, Day NurserycAssocia-
tions, Charity Qrganizations, Travelers! Aid Soéieties, and the

verioug activities of the Y4M.C.A. and Y.WsColhy National Organize~

tions gmong the various foreign groups-began to serve their less
l'Ill}.ke 9.' 24- -
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fortunate brothers: The Public Schools saw their responsibility fox
the education. of the immigrant and opened courses of instruction
for them. As these orgenizations increéased they often found their
duties and territories overlapping. Rather- than- duplicate effort and
work; thgse organizations b?gan t0 cooperate and work in harmony
with eachother. A splendid illustration of such cooperation may be
found in the Welfdre Federation of Clevweland, .Ohio. No matter what
the.need of a family might be, one telephone call to the Welfare
?ederation office will put the inquirer in touch with the proper a-
gency to meet the need.

At last, here and there, Protestant Ghurches woke up to the fact
that they, too, ought to be doing something to help the foreigner,
They looked about them to see what was being fone and their eyes.
fell upon the atiractive work of the Settlement Houses that was doing
a& much to cure the bodily ills of the. foreigner. Surely, that -was
the work of the Master *himself! The- churches, ashamed of their long
neglect, decided that they, 406, must -carry on activities similar
to the Settlement Houbes. Accondingly,greax_Settlements sprung up
under the management of Qhurgh#authori&ies, Some of them carried on
the old churéh activities and added: the new festures, others dis-
carded the old progvamseentirely. At last, es they sew sick peopile
healed- under their care, hungry children fed, and the naked clothed,
4+he churches felt that they had found a means by which they could
render their service to the foreigner.

. Who SHall Meet. the: Needs of the Foreign Woman? .
1, The Responsibility of the State: '

Since insthis discussion we are. interested in the foreign wom-

an, let us se¢ What her needs arei After carefully studying the sit-
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uation we shall agree thal they mayg bé classified as: le. Health and
Sanitation; 2. Employment; 3. Legal Aid; 4. Charity Relief; $. Edu-
c;tion' 6s Social Life* 7+ Spiritual Life. If these are the needs,
who shall meet them? Are they all the pesponsibility of the Church or
do some belong exclusively to the Church and others to the State and
other private organlzations? Everyone will agree that it is the duty
of the State to care for the health and sanitaxion of her people;
pegple have a right to look to the State for 3581stance in times of
non~-employment; in cases of need Legal Aid should be furnished by
the State; very obviously eduycation is a civic responsibility; we
shall agree also, that certain phases of relief and socg%l life are
matters for the comcern of the State. Settlement Houses, the Y.M.C.A.
éﬁd Y. W.C.do, ;nd other priv;te organizations as well as the Church -
may apsist in these responsibilities.

2. The Responsibility of the Church:

But what of the spiritual life of the foreign woman? Is it the
duty of the State to minister to that? All true Americans w111 say
1mmedlately. 'Indéed not!® The Church and State in America must for=-
ever remain separated! Do any of phe-agencigs of the Welfare Feder-
ation meet. the spirifual need of the foreign woman? If they were an-
swering the question theynwould sax_‘YQs“, forito them the relief
of suffering and iénorance isespiritual. But Christ ;ery definitely
differentiates between physical and spiritual needs.

Christ places the teaching of the Way of Life above ministering
to the temporal needs. He teaches us that man is led by an imer
light, that ideals of men are of more lmportance than their physical
wants. He teaches that his Way of life is a lifting process which

pulls men and women out of the slough and mire of physical life and

e e - = n ru
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keeps them ever climbing quward. Therefore, to meé&t the spiritual
needs of the foreign woman, must we not help her find a personal
God with whom she may have communion and to. whom she may go for help 1;'5
and guidance and strength? Must'we not show her the perfect Life of |
Jesus bj which she can meﬁsurq her own life? If given the inspiration

K

of the life of Jesus would not the immigwyant woman naturally grow

dissatisfied'with her rude surroundiqgs and do all in her power to
overcome them? Should not, then, the process of helping her come

through the sﬁiritual life, showihg her her néeds in the right pep- _
spective and then helping her to meet them? Very often it takes ';%

-

years to bring a foreign woman to accept Christ and all the Wwhikener

her physical needs must be met. But an institution that is gquipped
to téach the life of Christ as well as minister to the physical needs

is the institution that can meet the spiritual needs of the immi-

grant women

-~

Settlement Houses, the International Institute of the Y.W.C.A.,
and other social agencies cannot meet this need. Time after time the
men and women in charge of these institutions testify to the fact

that they help the people all they can withoﬁt mentioning the name

of Christ or the Church. They try to show in their lives and acts
the love of Christ and thus do thelr share to bring them spiritual
food. A superintendent of a Church §ett1emqnt not long ago said he
felt it unnecessary to have a Church service nor a Church School,
it was enough t6 live among these people doing good as Christ did.
Such a position Q;esupposes aaéreat deal, Men and women prompted by
the spirit of Chtist can do much good by trying to live like him.
But how imperfectly does the best of us live in comparison to the

Mastert Can anyone reflect the Master perfectly in his own life?

wﬁ o oty
el




75

¢

Was it not the knowledge of the life of Christ that prompted the
unselfish motive -of these people to live er others and thus on a
higher planqé Then,»dare they omit the teeching of the life of
Christ from thelr program built to reflect Chrlst? Must they not
give these neighbors the Blble and help them to underatand it so
that they-might have the soyrce: of the knowledge of Jesus. Christ?
Since they received their inspiration from Christ must. they not 6—
pen up that life to those whom they are trying to 1nspire? Ihis task
can be accomplished only by an organization equipped to glve rellg-

{ousseducation, namely, the Churchs

-

But §ocial end State agencies are right when they say them c.an-
not meet this phase of the foreign woman's needs. 8§ince the Church
is the only agency which can attempt tgis,problem, this ou@ht to be
the primary function of the Churche The Church must not close her
eyes to the_existing physical needs of her ¢ommunity, where organiz-
atiops exist to care for them the Church must dooperatkzte maintain
them, where agencies are lacking the Church.must do her share to
promote thems ﬁut always, the emphagis must be on the spiritual
needss  _ -

D.. A Concrete Exaﬁple.of Organization Among Foreign Women:
1. The Problem Stated:

In order to make the discussion of this problem concrete and
simple, let us imagin a typiaal casea ghg.Figgt“Christian Church of
A-~ developed a foreign problem, §ome of its membtrsshad moved fxrom
the neighborhood and foreigners were taking their places. The Of-
f;cial,Béard*decidgd not to run away but to face this problem. A.

cormittee from the Board was quqinted to study the problem and to

recommend the necespary.changes of program. This committee realized
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they had a big task before them, for, though the 6fficdial Board was
almost unanimous for this work, sti}k there were a great many peo-
ple in the congregation who -did not have. the. vision for immigrant
work. These people were perfectly willing to give money for foreign
m;gsiong but to become missionaries themselves right in their own
home city did not appeal to thems This new committee called "The Com-
mitteeson Community Problems® had enolgh faith- in humanity to helieve
that if all of the people iﬁ the church had a chance to do some work
among -these foreigners and in so doing found a real task for the o
church, they would respond heartily to the new program. Therefore, -
the first thing the committee had to do Was to put everybody to works ﬂf:
They outlined the. work to.be done and found that one of their tasks
wag the problem of the foreign womane The committee felt that if they .
could interest Mrs.Jones' class of married ladies in this project. if
it were at all possible of accomplishment, it would be done. rhe -
problem of studying the foreign women's situation and of recommend-
irig a program of work among them was put before this class. As was
the usual spirit of the ladies, they accepted the challenge enthus-
isasticallye A committee of -three women to supervise thé work was
appointed and every membei of the class pledged herself to do a
share in this new undertakings
2¢ Method of Proceeédure:

go ‘First Step- Learning the Needs of the Woman:

The committee on  supervision realized at their first meeting
that to know what the needs of the foreign womeﬁ in their community
were they must go into their homes énd become acquianted with thems

Qné member suggested making a sUrvey of the community, going from

house to house to learn their nationality, creed, and the general








































































































































