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Ohapter I11. Soeial L .
(1) Agricultural Conaiticns and Cost of Living.
(2) The Black Deuth.

{3) The Rise cf %Tage Burners.

(4} Peasant Revolts and Their Causex.

(5) The Statute of Laborers.
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SOOTAL ANDR RCONCMTO CCVOITICHS IW FNGLAND JURING THR

ITH CPTTURY

In the fourtecnth century there was littlc ranufacturing

in Fngland, 2nd hence the wjority of the paople wsre enguged in agri-

i b=
i cultural pursuvits. Thero.fore_z, 17 we would understsnd the socisl and
ocoromic conditions ¢f the people of Hwt century, il is neccussary for
us tc consider the vonditien of those cnguged in tilling the =0il.
In order fer us to get a clesr iden of the conditicon of
tpe agriculturudl pepulation of this peried, it is necessary for us to
understend the sysbow under wwiich the land wis hold :nd veorked. At

the proscent tice we find in our countey districts thet the ferms aro

adjoinirg; but in the Ingluxd of the fourteenth century a great cstate

el

consisted of seversl goparate rmnors, which vdght to scattored all over

Fnglend. In the deorsdny we find that thers were elireu wners in

| Eseox which were the propsrty of tlhe I»’.‘-::zrmons of the Cathodral, no two
of which lay closer together than four miles, &nd the averago distance
petweon them being over fifteen miles, rnother exsuple ie found in
the c¢ourt rauvowrds, wvhere eleen renors telonged o the Yorusn Abbey of

‘ Tec, ton of which wove in different countios, strotching from Jorset-

shire to Tortharptonshirs and Torfolk. Jono cutales were oven more

| scnttersd, as in the cose of that of 'larton Gellege, Cxferd, vhich

gstretehod from Yorthumberland to Zent.

inder such conditicus it was impossille for one wen to

T AF CUR have charge in persen of & single estzte, and it was necessary that
i
PATLIFR  and eachh mener sheuld have an apgent or Loiliff; hence ire svetem guie
F“‘T
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Yo Lo hnown s WIILIT formming. Te wilifl wes &n inpm tent per-
son in this systenm, = 1t was his duty to have genorsl oversight
4

of the wwnor, to kssp the accounts, vnd to leok alfter his rmsterls

interests. lle wag his ovmn nuster for the mreator part of the yeur,

,_..
e
o

accordingly « grost deal doponded upen his honesty, skill end cneryy.
To sddition fo the balliff there was & steward, who was & sort of
enersl superintendent, zlthough his duties were uore lagal than
goonowic, and nost of hie time vas Cevoted to helding parts on tho
varicus menors of his lord's eatste. g wisits to the manors
'c.rcl:r,", .1_151111111; vory bidefl, e is shown by the fact that the stewurd

.,

t~

l.'a
e

of the Abhey of Pec visited eix wanore in the «ix countiss of 7

ghire, Uerkshire, Northanplonshirs, S ond Surrey bo-

twoon :?-:‘)--,L-(:J‘ bor 17tk and Cctobor 19th VELT

The typicel mmner which the pailif I hed chargs of wone

deted of & single village in which el the land lopelly belenged
te the lord ;-;11{1-:,'.11 tho inhabitente ad to seimdlt to his mile. Tho
lord did not keep oll the land vhich wae used for Willing in his own
honds, it only about a third, knovn &o his demssne. The remainder
6l the arable land wis divided awong the villagers vwiih vhom the
lord aleoe shared the srage upon the meadows ¢nd the nuts in the
vovdland. The viilagers wore not required 1o vay uwonsy rent to
the lerd, but paild thelr ront i sorvices reondered to hiw, Those
gervices, in case of & Irecran ware net vory Lurdensoune; but there

were few frecmen, and most of the villegers belenged to the wilian

Ty

c¢lags, who were regquirsd te render to thedr lord considerablc sor-
vice for the privileges ;;-,.r':f..ni(.-.j to thew, They were compzlled
to cultivate tho lord's demosane, and to seec thet $his vork wou

-t
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den® preperly wag one of the principal duties of the beiliff,

vho frequently found it a very difficult task, os enly a core

tadin aweunt of work conld be Jdenmsnded of the villansg. If

the number of villans on thoe puncr becawme too srolil to carry

on the necosusery work there was no way te increase thern. The
only thing to Jd¢ was to aliow the land to go out of cultiveticon.
Thore were two kinds of ssrvices which micht be de-
nanded ¢f the vilians, nomely: "woek-vwork" vnd "ioon-work".
The wesk=-work wuw rogulor sérvices randered 4o the lord for two
or throo days each week throughcut %tiie year, with mout likely

! s 1ittle extre time Juring the horvost mason. The uLoon-vork,

i on tiu gther hand, was irregular, cnd consisted in performing

SHARACTER OF corvices for the lord whenever he wight reguire it. T rany
.-}'.I%I'-'_'.-’ TORS REOERED instonces the villens wers also rsyuired to & dver o thoir
BY THR VILLAMG lord certeintrivutes, such &s eizs on feast doave snd wheat or
berley in sead time . Sometinos the villops vers arovided with

Siill.':}]i‘. viorld

feod when they wore ctmloved on thoe denesne,

sacr Lo vue a veory awkward rotied of getting our forring done;

and se it waz, Wt under agricultural conlitions st that tino
it worked fairly well, with the cscistunce ¢f the hedliff and
his sulordinsaies, who wswisted hin in sqelng that tho vilians

rendered the services reouired of thew .. Those subordinatbos

‘ were villens thensolves and ware chesen by their fellows ws their

! reprosentutivos, o bo responsible for them if they foiled to
porform thele outiss. The most irportunt of the miner cfficiels

were the reseve, or provost i

» Sn¢ tho baywerd, Yoth ¢f whon wmeet



T‘lJ..lh rF

raune riative, for we find

ar twanty shill!

o lust resort the villans, un o vhole Lody, were vade responsiblo
fer tho vagulred service, #ul the lord could fins o vhole Llovm=~
if the servicos weorc not rondored.

Fach ol the villons usually neld sbout thivty uscros
af land, but soms held weve than this, «nd othors much less.

m.o o il T3 - .
?:‘_li;:ffj Winsh O Laltre ‘--l:'.-.

of solters, or sottegere, who had 1ibbls

e i P E (3334 L s
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credely as individund forns are now, bwut they were 2ll vorked

us one largs T.rme Trds was rade necessary bostuse of

the foet that thore wurs no fences in thoss dore, and fhe Gif-

foreat holdings were soperated only Ly norvrov etips of uvnplowed
lands  Ta rare ¢2ses the lovd's domesns may have hoon kewtsipe
aret?, Lab inany cuse 't was oulid 1 in the s waonsr oo
wos the land held Yy Yhe villaas.

There wors two methods ¢f tillsze in comwon use at this

poriod in England, and neerly all the vultivated land wee worked

uniar ong or the S8 They weoro krown as tho
thres field wnd two field systems. The threo field systenm seens

o have boon in moreé coion unse. mdsr this the vhole of tle

culbivated land was Jivided inte threc sections, znd every year
one of thzss produced wieat, ancthar cuts, while the third 1oy

fallew. Tne eorder of plenting would

a0 bhet each yoear one third of the lund

e 1 =l
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vide a netural sseens of glving the land o rost 2o a8 net o

Y,

tane from 1t all ite sabstance and thus dupoverish the soil.

3
&

Tider this systen bhe course would De to sovw o field with har-

ley in Jamuury of tho flest yesr, snd in the follewing August

to roup the barley; then [row Septenbor

el

June in the second yoor te a&llow the land to romein follew, and

then plaw I cendy for vwheal, wnd in the foll wsow the wheat;
then in August of the third yesr roap the whott und plow the

lapd in proporation for sowlug Lorley in Jemusry of the fourth

FEAT This systler vas veunlly fellewed, ot somstimes rye
wis substltuted Ter shmat and po bnane, hewmg, corn snd Lin-

peed wore ro in smll cuantitiea. Then preparing the land
for = wrop it wie ususlly olowed twies, but oven ther, Dbscause

of the crude plews in vee, tho sell was net woll culilivated.

Oxen ware used in prefocence to horses, as they 2i¢ not have
to Lo shod, «nd the expense of fecdinz them wos losas  pAfder

soving, little care was given the crgp, although sowe timee

A il s
oy cut the

the corn was heed The mothod of reaping was

sreain high, so o6 to lewws lori‘-_-; glutbles. Thie preventod the
reaper lrom bolng sempellad to earry o twndle of usoless ptalks,
cnd it left thess sgtalks on the ground to be vzed for thotching,
or to bz plowad in for feriilizer. The ameunt ef gredn hore
vasted por acre wae vory siwlkl, bacause of poor enlilivotion, w.r-

vins from Tour Leshele on tho pooreat Innd, te sixtson buehols

v o

cn ths bost. Thic wi8un vory

all yiold compzred vith the sooun

vsuslly raised nov on tho sune area. AEter the groldn was
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reaped ..t ot to e fhreacheld wud winnowed. The wvinnovin: vas
=

not gonerully sold,

vennlly done Wy

cood venrs

at wes steored in vowns for future usco. In tho

the people would rolse littlo mo

L

to prevent suffering vears when the

. 2 o T P
RS uﬂ."!’dl p et

n thoe surnicry asnsgn.  Tug

.,,

in wintder thoe grsater part had to be killed, es theve

=An rith which to foed

i A P e P T e o S
DL wnGuii O TAFELLE 101 RISCALND
DPIMOELE Myses Bhnt wrove LY arved, and in the

' i Pr Ty A e T o] > I P B ERp e : PoRp e
;'_“Ij:l“ll'ié‘; the lahs A0 ondven. ;_,(Jt 1ELtle or no A rotaction

L I — " Rt mmn T % v DS S i m F ey s
Lhe wonthor, and pany of Lthom dled us & ot the oxpo-

Lthatand

i 1

such unfuvoroble cecnlitions, shasp

Jdoubtlioss the moot };‘:I‘r;}_f?.i Leble busiress in the sori-

Y ARy
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lizbt, bub =1t111 siwount of lobor roinired to rodso

Taro

LliGrin




Little or no dersnd for svoh produck.

| .

: The wanor which we have described ie wuch s sxistod
in Paszlond during the thirtzonth and o? the fourtoent

conturies. uring

T — 4 p— n o TR L. Ay e
2 porigd; howover, o great chabge vwes

iy place in the condition of sorvice on the menora.  This

wan fhe g

of the villun with hig olligedion

of

bis lord's (derosne,

Tharo

them as free, and o allow thew

radon to full

20t Lo ticd to the sell cnd the revolt which

WA 3_‘-1“31" it abon t -E.'f P of
v antet 80 chenlota. This

gtatue of the viilan came abovt, net through

14 v for the beot in-

torests ¢f the lord. Tt had acver becn ouzzy to sccure prope

‘ cultivation of the d*‘;mu ne undsr the systen of villen lubor
|
|
|

even vhon the lord was able to get trustvorthy Leilififs, and

n very unsatisfactory. The
villens woroe consto

the work ¢ judred of

existence; hence there wus

, gormmlaints, which 11-.,1,h.)--i%--5, a4 a0 el . - —
| 7 i Lo S0 tmech '-":'-1{"31“-1-1'tb'n{.it'i.'n(}{) g

er.

.



T RTIGING OF

PRUR LABTRITS

the margin of profit Jerived fraw the vwork of tha willans

yory sall.  This was clso & poriod of incrsueing cxpenses in

the cost of living. Thc aué vies ons o

luxuries crouted a Jdenend for ruady money, vwhich demwnnd was

inperstive with the lovds, and thay could not rod the money

vhich thoy nesded so long as thedr rents wore puld in lahor.

T lawm o

ndor such coniltions 1t con roadily be undsrdtoos
lords wers not unfavoraile 4o 1 nev pystem which would give

them rent noney instead of labor. The chonge wen greadusl, ond

at first the lord wus ot Liboridy W exact cithor monsy oo lak-
L v c

e in puyment of rente Tf ho sollected his rants in neney, he

wd

rust hire the villons bo viork for him on his demesne; but in

tria he zuined, for he had not only servents vhc work

stior
better,

it servents whe could bu angneed cxuctly vhen wanted. The

villang were bettar satisfiod under thils

e P R o
SYNIT, PDoCUUBC Taoy

“9lt that they were frog, and thit the lator which they renderca

Lo velunteogs Ae soon as the lords could Lo sure that this

rand money would be peid regulorly, tho syahanm of veguiring

i,

rend in liher was bound to disappouar. he cmount of rant paid

yaried acsording tu the size of the villan's hellings, ol to

o cortain oxtont to tue Wind of service which he had Jowmeriy

rendorad; but 2t most this rent 41d notv excesd ten shil

venr, ono was ofton mach less. s
2P tor this new syobton of paryipg rernt with roney in-
gtead of Luber had become Hirwly csteblishel, the lords d4id not

o

care tec have rore loborers on their dercurss than wors

o
=
L)

cultivate th? land; 20 if the rensipndier
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spployrent olsavhers o

e tan ondltivate thedr holdings

Tords would uwsually allovw thew e do so vpon tuz poymer

surll fines, and consequent

» large mewcr of villang took

v tredos snd bacsme Qo held from the lend and
frzo. AR T of

vacntod, und grew dnto @ class of yoomen wli

ligao villens vho wire suployed on tholr locd's de-

and

CJI:,

T Ty =
l.\ 'r (e TSP BL &1

of whom worked shout 210

o1l ononey wige, Lol cue
PATHAYT T

B

coived virying fmn o gquarter
JITVIOES

P TS 5
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ployment, Pomotimzs levorers wore pald eatirsly in wonsy, snd
vhen this was done peyaent was usuully by the pieco. it has

Vo oy
oo

tion < cut ono pound per acrs, st walch
cost he would derive a fadir profit from his Jemcsne The
whels sysiew depanded upon ther:s being o sufficlont :mbor of

laborars who «would accept the ordinzrsy wopas This cond

canpel o odlsb vhen the Flack Donth killed ng

orers in The survivers rafuscd ie

s G & o h I I R R =
(qonha result thet ae ly all the Lo N lord Tore
. ik L riy Wore
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Tie latter part of the

2

0ot o perigd of grend dndustrial progress. There was 1istle

comutres and trode rolutions betuesn

senbey o She foreign conntrie: wirs e
roadon for thls conlitlon was tlet $he control of colisroe warn

in th2 bands of  tho erewn, and a very wsolthy class of lundloras,

to exast &y wch as pessible from the traders and the

roriing poopls. Mhas whole

oneral trade and sommerce

o

ol

- .
v bl

jte

i g o -
Sormue rainl

this tins trade wus not rogplated in the

the rich lendlords, Iumt rather in the interests

ola, Hthorto trads had bson soverely restricied

enactments ¢

chengs was largely due te tho Iur-sipghtel policy of Tdward

—4
i
b
e
i:.l.
H-

mredicte suvagusors., curing the reipgn of Edwerd T. 4

LER TR |

tho frev eitiss

N i N R My Iy - Ep— G o - 4% Youan Toe - B PP
teade, which waz at thad dive lwrpely In dhe fwands of the

mhe Jews and Tlerdngs contrelled Iaternal trade; ui the sreows
compelled all to be licensed, 30 that ©

W goverrmen t conld conlrol

P Bl

teade radlotions.
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inca in the 3cvih. The Ring regnrdsd the products of his country,
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import goods, bul rostrictions wers aive
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tho veiwme of foreign iluperts would low
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chiefly ot the new Fnglish colony of Gulads.

Tn the curlier poriods of

interned ro ulation vway in

L
e
pmad
w
[
¢
g1
ot
)
=
[y
i".
=]
i
et
,.
H
i
L=
T
[®]
¢

The assize of bLrewd ond ale was everyvhure rocognized, snd loeal

s ok e - ryogen 4
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wsre pheyed.  Thig carsful supsrvision of yoods on

and wes very similar to our own inspection rud cod laws
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viicss aty 4t wan to gnuoge
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Ltiog wore Laflicted

it thia redol ted in ddstross

end was finally abandoned.

the most Importint questions with which the
crovn rmd ho dend wouw that of the curveancy. As thoe roynl reve—

emuos becume pavablo in uenoy iasterd of in kind, it

essary for ths trensurer io

1 standard of purity In the roval colnee

to medn b

=Yt



The weney c¢f dngland was furcus throvghont Turepo for its pur-

ity, und the coin wihiloh had the largest clronis

cilver penny, which passed frow hand te hunad Tr
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-
he
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o
el

211 the eolus In clreulstion wers subjectsd hto the assey at

oot

tho sudit of the sheriffts asovounts in the Fxchegier, A

whrilot wotel was

cimrge of the rogyal

ang tiwse whe wera found

ishenest, u.*- in wlin,, the ¢ Lary
saversiy panished g exsplos o 012 T b be

to coemit sirdlar crimes. Qosusions!ly the dobascd
s rren oy f,';‘..f?_lci.i- in; nad & new colmeye Lssued. Tn the
first half of ths fourtesnth century wvorlous froatisse on
coinmge wers issued which goave svidence of considerable sci-
subific knovledge. A grect number of ordlanncss vere pasged

cr the pobbter romlation of the enr-

wiEnt of the YMiot and

Axchange .  Tader Bdward TIT. u desble stonderd of currency
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ate

wus agtiblished,  that iz, both gold and silver coinsg came in

nEe. The circulibion of foreign colns btendered to drive

out of circulation good roney. Thens seins were broughb into
Prglznd by forelgn traders. A stotnte ed, the pur—

pose of ¢ hich was to romcay this evii by problliting the use

of foreigr celvs, and corwalling alion morchents o pay for

- s - v o o R W IR B -] - - - - a
soeds with aotusl bdullion, end ot the suus 3ime the ospeorti-
tion of gt shsoked go Tur o8 possivle. In
b LT i

1385 an entirely new coinaoge of gold snd allver wne

-]



‘I.I“‘CT

TPALF

RTIAL 77T TINYS

SUTLDR

nuring the Tourteonth century thoe crovn @ nd Parlisvemt
prited in pessing ordioances and stotutos for the hedtur pro=-

sy o ke
HEY WOTGeTicn &

tection of the working elus

R R TR X S B R e WA e R TR R
wvde U wrkidengs [ ¢ SR S TEA L EOE R LR

brles extibliished by Tdward TTT., in sursuance of o« pelicy
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wiich had saful for sons tine pricr o bls raign.
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Buth the Tlowmish weavers and "nglich cloth werkeres werve gilven
.
1

protection by the crown, énd while there wus some jewlousy among

thoss neople, thors wee a tacit understunding Letweon thew

Ty e hen oy A =y AT e TR X o B ar
sisato v Boealdes tho Tlemich weovers

which was foirly s bl ¥
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who were settled in the wentern and eastirnccuntilss, there were

'S

sloo weny other tevadss peorlo soitled in Tngland and the elab-

the poriod woro ovidenily Jesioned for the on-
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couruzencnt ond peetection ¢ ¢ mmnfooburing lndustries.

T the cuso of some of the trades, therc was an on-
Lire reorganizetion furing the reign of Blvard T. As en oxe-

g Aa Tt A E ey s Y PV, o e i i, A
iy, W Ry Like the h:‘c}l‘.i"};,xlt.'ilf) t&‘;ﬂ\n%, gndeh hod & welle
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known trade mark and woleh s, by directiorn of the vrown,of-

The iejority of cther trades were

was penefited iadirecetly by the acotivity of the
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sontained 4ihrec elossez of artlsens, nwely, musters,
journejmern and apprenticcs; but all theuse hod o coumon
interest, zlthough lhere were inequalitizs in the
(ights and privileges zumong the classzes. The orguni-
zatioen of the guild hod net varied pweh since the ear-
lier stages of its dovelopnont. The groat increase

in the number ¢f laborers in the towns nade it neces-
sary for the guilds to provide zuch regulutiong as

would onable each mewber to {ind oewnloyment. The

line of work in which the members of a pariicular suild
wipght engage was strietly limited, and the weniters of
orne guild were not allowed to enguge in work vwhich he-
longed to the memwbers of another. It required woriuen
of four cgeparate guilds to make a {inished zzaddle and
bridle. A joirer made the wockwerk, vhich 2 painter
deccrated , o saddler supplied the leather, while a
lorimer furnished the meotal trappings and appoininentg.
Fach craft usuelly had its own gulild courd; sond hove all
cuses which arcse frum diaputes among the unembervs were
settled. In certain cases o craltsman coenld claim a
trial by his own puild court rather than by the nunic-
ipal ccurtog.

The guild officers did not confine their ac-
tivitiong 1o the hearing of caszeg vhich were brought Le-
fore thew, but werc alse engaged in regulating the
workmunshipy and dealinge of tho craftsmen; chiefly for
the purpese cf preventing the use of improper welghtc

%
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and measures. Poor workmanship, or fulse weighis wund
weosureg, were surs to ve detected by these ingpectors.
By such én arrangenont the purchasers were well protestea
and the cause of the honest workman advanced. The
governuent alse afforded protection to the purchaser by
insisting vpon fair deulings on the part of workwmen.

In the 12th contury there werc very fow craft
puilds, but bofore the clese of the l4th Jentury the
nwiker had increased to 50 in London alore. Munufuct-
ured articles which hud hitherto been imported could
now be supplied by nativo workmen, whe wore chle to hold
their own with forcign cruftsmen. It is true that o
rumber of the finer crafts woero not successiully prac-
1ised in England until the immigration of the Proetestant
refugoees in the 1€th Century. This remarkavle growt:
iz the uore uutonishiﬁg when we censider the fact that
the trades were supported almest entireiy Ly the court,
the nobility, and the wealthy burgessez. The inbabitonts
of the rural districts enjoyed very few of the luxuries
which were possessed by those who lived in the {owns.

At the sawe tine that King, Parliarent and

eople wero working out the trade regulatiors here-

¥
£ &

the
tofore mentioned, other regulations were nude for the

control of aliens who wished to import or expert gonds.
L}

Alicns were not allowed 1o wmeddle with Lhe native trade

either by retuiling or %y ccoupying any peeition of
truct or profit. They were not allowed to be innkeepers,

and the feeling ageinst alien farmers was very

strong.
Forty davs was supposed to be the extent of the clien's

ol e
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gtay in England, and during this time he nwst trancact
all his business, must pay an ircreased duty, and was
expected to spond freely during his st.y; Siriect pre-
cautivng were taken %o prevent «liens frum conducting
their business by the use cf native agenis. ol all
these ¢ppressive regulutions were enforzed by the Orown,
notwithstarding the jealousy of its intercsted szubiectis.
The people of Enpland gradually cuame to have breader
views in rogard to trade relations with their neighiors,
and those rogulaticns wore wodified o as to allow great-
or privijeges to foreigners.

Vhile the English were dectermined to kecyp out
foreign competition and thus keep trade ir the handszs of
natives, at ihe same time there was a strong feeling
againgt usury. The Jowish nmoney lenders wnd the Fleu-
ish and Lomburd farmors of the custous vere alike do-
spised by the English. There was no place fer the cap-
italist in the economic theury of this gericd. The peo-

pie were narrow in their views, and muny tines by the

.t-a

restricticons which they placed upon others their cwn

intoresis were injured; but out of this uwvatem cume

better and more humane conditions in coumersial Enplund,

;-:I
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In the reign o Tdward I. thore wus nucsh legice
lation passed for the purpose of governing the Jews. Par-
liament in 1275 pasged statutes limiting the rate ¢f ine-
tereast which mipght be charged by the Jows, and 3180 re-
questing that they should weur a badge in the shape of
the two tables of the law of iicses. It uppears that
thers vas considerable ground for this intense iseling
againat the Jows. "They were the uoney iewnders of ths

time and wore vory exacting, when once they goti the

borrower in thelr powsr. They wore alsc sulliy of de-

_:1

e |
o Al

basing the currency, znd frequontly inilicied physi

puniszhzment upon Christizns. In the year 12

oo

6 there was
a recognized raid throughout Englund upon the Jews, and
thay were lined by the Uing, vho 2t that line wanted won-
ey for an exgodition inte Frunce.  The Ouuwuaons granted
the Wing one-fifth purt of their movableg to have the
Jews bunished, but the Jows gave the Xing large sumg of
money and thus indueed hin 15 let thea remuin in Bapland.

Their stay, however, wiis no

ck

for long, becuuse the rop-
ular pre judise against them was so
aretection of the ¥ing was net suificient to enabls them
to remain in England. Parliament, in the yoar 1290 passed
an act of banishzent upon the Jews. This cct confiscated
their immovable gools togother with their obligations, bul

they were allowed to carry asay ithelr movadic goodg, It

(v}

is said thet this act caused the banishuent of over 135,000
Joews from Dnglund. Tho people vere sxcesedingly vitte

agaisst the Jews, bubt yet they wnctualily neaded thew lo se-

sure wonsy for the purgose of carrying on business

f
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o
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ACRINULTURAL O0NDITIONS During the period whish wo aro concidering
&l the conditions under whicsh the land was tilleod were
.“\‘,;3 QF LITING not such as 4o bring about a large produciion of food

stuffa. Hence; in ezss of failure of creps one sca-

[

| son Lhere would bte great want and suiiering aaong ine

poorer closzcs. Al such times the sost

o

o hiph, and the poor people without weans with +which

to buy., lzny disd of faumine. 1In fact at dilmes, hice
torions of this peried tell us, the living could scarcely
bury the dead. The greatest famine was during the yeurs

131

L]

-13156. A% this time BEdvard I1. issued writs through-

out the kingdom commanding that no wheatl should be usod

for making 2le. This relieved the distress, as it
lessensd the consumption of grain for other purpcses than
food. Disesasoo broke out umong thez live stovk at the
same timo, so that this scurce cf food supply was greatly

leassned. There wore, howover, Liuwes whon [ood siuiis

could be obtained for a reasonable price, und later the

prico of poultry and farmm products was fixed by low. iz
atlenpt {c regulate prices wus not very successful,

ag priczs were bound to depend to a great extent upon
the law of cupply and demand, and finally the natter
wac dropped and economic laws allowed to - govern the
situstion. 1In London the cuthorities looked after
the food supplied to the people, in order thut , «s
far as possible, protection miznl be aifored Irom

dighonezt dealers.
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Probubly the most important event of thic
period, from an economic sbtundpoint, sus that of the
Black Death, which invadcd England in 1348. This
social calumity chanped ithe whoele cconwvuic condition
of Bnglund, transformed her agricultural systew, and
had an imporiszat iniluence upon indusiry. 11 ulso
left 2 lasting impreszi-n on her laws, arts and wane
ners; and in foct rermenently influenced the vhole
olitical, social and econcmic life of England.
The BRluack Death vwas the sazo dizease that was ofteor-
waris known in Enpland aos the great plugue. This
wery fatal onéd wick in its aciion. Avout
half ol those attacked died.
of society, but naturally the poorer classzes suflfered

rost, as they were not able to escape infection, or

provide proper sure after the Jdisezas would attlack
theri. After the Ulack Death entered Fngland it

spread very rapisly. It first appearcd in LRorset-

shire znd within a fortnight it wes in Bristol, und
gocn after that in Claoaccster. The first of June
uary 1349 the diocese of Bath and YWells did not
sontain o suffiszient nwaeber of priests to rer-

forn funernl rites icr tho pldgue vigtima. The

i on reachad sbeut the first
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city o
of Wovember 13485, and to the couth the dizease had
recehod as

vear of 13
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‘ The noeriod of srcatest mortality in Scetland was

not reached until the year 1350. In London the

. iiseuse was at its worst in the month of April
1534¢ and froe that tine declinsd until it was

-

apparently stamped out wbout ¥hitweuniice 134¢.
Hence we sec that the Dlack Death lusted about
fourtecn uonthe frem its first cppearance in Doruset
10 the lust record we have of its existernce in
Fnplond.

11 .OuTALITY do far as the reccerds shou the nortai-

ity appearas to have boon Irom one-huali to two-

thirde cf the populuiion. In Norfolk twoothiras

¢f the purish clorgy died, und at least ono=-half

¢i the clergy in Wostingnum, West Piding and lo.

Riding of Yorkshire, ani this appeurs to we whoud

the average death rute in a1l parts of Eng

in the nonzsteorics the wortality was oven grewter

thar zmong the parish s2lergy. In the eity of

London the highest wortaliiy wis about Leo hun-

i
3

‘ dred o day vwhich would meom oo tobal number of aowe
the populultion. It

dred wany yoors fer Englord to recover ifron

aid

the loss of such & large percentige of its inhub.

' ; itants cnd the country wss not sc populous aguin
| »

™IE| RIZE OF YACE EARYNTRS For many years previcus io the Dlack
Dexth « new clase had bsen growing up in Englooad,

naxwly 2 olass of wage oarners. These poople were
; nut Legally free, buil practically they controlled

D5
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ard wore oble 10 zell their oov-

LI mn

aon wharcvar ond to whoaso

|
. This chunge cume ubout so aacothly that in the

-

1348 theye gesomed no reascn shy the

begirming of

‘ spirit of livoriy shotld not haves ocitninsd o clue
| plete triumph wilkin o T2w Jdecudeg, und the op-

rroszive obligations of serfla Lo done swny oith,

Ther? %o hardly anyibiag lo alsceourage laborers
in their efforts to obiain Jfrecdom.  All this

wus chunged in the year 134¢ and tho zdwintages

winich had hitherio veen obtained were largely
iest,

TR PREAZAYT LTYOLTS Tne Black Death by decreasing the num-

‘E‘E"% A

bar of laborers in the country mode it exceeding-
ly difficult for the land cwners io socure o suf-
ficient amcunt of labor to cultivate iheir estates.
Hence thers wus a gensrel recction frow the pro-
grogsive system o thet of ke discarded laboer

: gervices. There wus not actually a return to
labor services but for a time il secmed thai such
would te the result of the unsettled conditions

-

of service betweon lavorers and land ownerz. The
supply ¢f hired luber whe invarisbly carrisd on

. i the faming wsos net only groatly diwdnished, but

the demand for it Tv dineronsed. Tie
ralority ¢f the land owners had larse tructs of

land threown upen their hands on acecount of tie

| decth of their tenants withoul loaving sucuosaors,
and this loand they must werk for thomselves in ad-
s e

gy D



dition 4o their cld deneane, or elze ulluw this

<

additiopal land to o oubt of cultivation. Henze

w2 see thot even thoupk the Land owners wight ohe
tain o 5ufficieni number ¢f laborers to work the
lands vhich they yreviowsly held
negeszsary fer them to obtalin nany more in nrder

to cultivate this extre lund and thuee avedd lose
from allowing the land to rewain idle. In uany
cases the muncrs were so aepujulated oy ihe plague
that there wus not 2 tenonlry cn then guificient
to carry on the cultivation of the domain, and
Iarning could not bo kept up urless addisiona)

m

lavoer could be Lrought In., This additional laber

aovld be soaurcd enly by paying for it, and the
miount of servicvs oxueted from those in the
manor could not be ineroused beyond thati which
had Leen custenary. Hence 1t wis euteedingly

difficult for the land owmers o culiivoie their

ostates ut a profit, At this eriticzl fiace the

LY

isborers, realizing the ne2ds oi the land owmers,
thoughti they wore masters of the gituation wnd ds-
wanded an oncrucus inereaase in wages. In wmny

L=

casca thoy demandod double tho ameunt of e

previcusly reeeived and wiere not sotisfied wiih
that: Under such conditions the landlerds found
themaelves in the predicament of chousing Letween
the loss of either letting their fields lie un-

cultivatod, or of leosing by hiring labeorers atf

a hizn wage to cultivate their e: z. Yaturally



STATUTE OF LADORFRE
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under these conditions the lundlords began to

tuzke counsel together to see what cuuid ve done

t0 afford them rolief from the oppresaive demunds
of the lavorers. Thig consultution cmong the
lardlords resultnd in what is inown oo the Statuie
of Luborers.

The Stutute of Laborers was pussed by
the first Parlizment vwhich ussembled after the
Black Death, and jits purpose was to provide a
remedy Tor the landlords. This wis well act out

the presmble which wuza:

’B ause o greut part of the people,
and espesi 1L} workizen and servants, lute
died uf tLe restilerce, many seeing thne
neceszity of mustars and great scarcity of
zervants willi not serve unlees they may ro-
ceive excousive wuges, wund sowe ave rather
villing to leg in 1d10ncss than by lavor
to get thoir 11VJ ng.!

Among, the varicus provisicns which we

find in the 3tutute of Laborers there appoars
the following:
Thay ovory man or woron, whether bond

or frez, who was physicnlly able and within the

age of three score years, nc: keving guificient

prepeviy of his cwn to live upon, or land of his own

which ho might cultivate, and noi sorving any
other, shoule be bound to serve the employer whc

sight require him 1o do s0, previded thiat the

}_“.

lords of asny bond men or land servant should be
rreferred hefore others if they desired his ser-

vices. That servanis should demand only the

wages to which they had been accustored in thie
==



year 1347, zni thut anyone whe neglected o serve

Ciipa

should be comwitted to jail. Thatl any reajer,
wower sr other workman vho should lesve his em-

ployerts service should be dwprisoned, und that

I
a

no ore should receive oy reiain him.
workman demarding or recciving worve than the we-

cusiored wmges should be prozecuted in the Touri

¢f the msnor vhore he wn: serving and chould e

or inoressed

ne enforeoed ot luw and thut no

d te allowed to give 2lme to beggars upon

Hot only did the Statute of Laborors alw

to regulate wages but it
tho farmors to hove it regulete prices, for wo find
ce which could bo
chargod by butchers, hestlers, brewers, bakers,
etc. Tho frmuners of the Stutute did not seen %o
roslize the impossibility of its enforcement.
Vaturally such an oppressive sitatute saused grest

digeontont wmwiong tha laborers, and attempis to en-

4

‘eren it reamulted in a bitter conitest Letween lang
ownera and iaborars.

The sttempts of the land owners to koo

et

the laborers in subjeociion wore not destined to
boe permanenily suceessiul. An ineressce in the
wae taking ploace, and it wus -

cegible {or the labovers to live on the seus wagos



R

which they had previously recaives. Hence altho

thereo wos a desperate attempt te enforee the vari-
ous statutes alwod to centrol the luobuiers, —wo can
cee why thcse attompis were unsuegessiul. The lze-
terers were dcstined 410 secure fieodowm wwi lo enjoy
the fruits of their cun laber and to in
sceeial and econamiz condition. Within the Yindtg
¢l thig article it is iwmpessibvle le po intc the
many detalls connectod with the dsvelopuent of

Fngland in this period, but o few points huve been
E 4

0

covered and from these wve can réadily see thoat it
was & period of cossiderable progress in soccial and
econcmic life; that by the close oi the fouricenth
senitury, the conditivn of the laboring oiasses had

been greatly dmproved, that the laws hud becous

less cppressive, that life teo the working pecple

¢l the cenfury.
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