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THERE IS COKE IN THE MIDAS TOUCH, A JOKE THAT WE RUST
for string quartet
YU-TUNG CHENG
ABSTRACT
This work explores the myth of the Midas touch, attempting to recreate
Midas’ thaumaturgical condition through sound. The sonic experience is delineated
by distinct phases that mimic the process of Midas’ touch, following a subject’s

existence from pure life to still, tarnished gold.
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Duration

ca. 7 minutes

Notes for performers

. all performers should prepare styrofoam
. styrofoam is always played with bow

@ hold pressure on the bow

N

normal pressure

—> M gradually holding pressure on the bow
—— choked sound by left hand muting the string

w

A . .
i as high as possible
}.""""“ dash line indicates

: squeaky sound (on styrofoam or the muted string)
-

] black line indicates sustained airy sound (with styrofoam)

%ﬁ“ airy sound with styrofoam
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