his summer is set to see record-high
temperatures again due to global
scientists predict. While some seek
with an air-conditioner, others prefe:
resorts in the mountains or by the sea,
enjoying beautiful scenery and a cool breeze.
The character X, (feng, wind) appeared on oracle
bones over 3,000 years ago. Being invisible and
intangible, wind couldn’t have many meaningful A character of ever-
adicals, and was given the same pictorial form
s its homophone JX| (féng), the character for the
ythical phoem. ['he outside radical, J, indicated -y IR , i N
its pronunciation. In the Qin dynasty (221 — 207 JHLF AR, AT
BCE), the character evolved into two separate seal-
script forms: Bl (féng) for the bird, and J& (feng) for
the weather. Both were then later simplified, with

changing fortunes

and the phoenix becoming X again, and the wind
written as JX..
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Words carrying X describe different types of
draughts, including # X, (wéifeng, breeze),
KX, (dafeng, gale), Z= X (jféng, monsoon),
and & X, (taiféng, typhoon). Some are also
metaphors: For instance, Z X (chanféng,
“spring breeze”) can also refer to a pleasant
feeling, expression, or setting, as in fth T 3K1R
A, FXHE ., (1@ jinidi hén shunli, chanféng
mdnmian. “Things have gone well for him
lately, so his face is full of joy.”)

In the novel Romance of the Three Kingdoms,
warlords Sun Quan and Liu Bei are forced to
make an alliance to resist their rival Cao Cao,
defending the Yangtze River with only 50,000
men against Cao Cao’s reputed army of
800,000. Sun’s top strategist, General Zhou Yu,
came up with the idea to set fire to Cao’s ships,
and had all the preparations ready except one
last crucial element—wind to fan the flames.
This oversight gave rise to the idiom 75 Z1{2
%, BN (wanshiju béi, zhf gian dongféng,
“Everything ready except the East wind”),
meaning a big flaw in an otherwise perfect
plan. Thankfully, Liu’s strategist Zhuge Liang
helped Zhou pray to the gods to summon the
wind, and their alliance won the now-famous
Battle of the Red Cliffs.

Wind is also often used to indicate trends in
politics, business, or society: For example, X,
U320 (fengy jicojia, “the wind howls and the
rain pours”) describes a crisis, and XI55
(fengping langjing, “the wind has abated and the
waves have calmed”) describes its opposite, as
in (EATHEREEHI SN REDN,
(Rénhé shehui gdigé dou bahui shi féngping langjing
de. “No social reform is plain sailing.”)

Wind is always on the move. Widespread
trends and prevailing local practices are known
as M4 (fengst, folk customs). When visiting a
new area, one has to learn about its X, + A5
(fengtt rénaing, local conditions and practices).
Great importance has also been attached to
A= (féngq), meaning the general mood,
atmosphere, or morals of a community, as in
XESH SNSRI (znell xuéxi fengal hén nong.
“There is a good climate for learning here.”)

For an individual, 4 can also refer to
behavior, attitude, or temperament, such as
MU (fengdy, demeanor) or X ¥ (féngcdi,
bearing). For instance, fth{RBF & XK,

(T hén ydu xuézhé fengedi. “He has the air of a
scholar.”)

Being strong as well as swift, wind has given

rise to many other idioms describing quick
movement or fast-changing trends. &%k
7~ (féngjudn canyln, a whirlwind scatters wisps
of clouds) means to make a clean sweep of
something, typically food. X EE—FJ (fengmi
yishi, fashion of the moment) is a fad, as in
SRR 255 B 8 LR — . (2he zhong
shishang zdi Zhonggud céng fengmi yishi. “This
fashion swept the country at one time.”)

For meteorologists, wind can signal changes
in weather or climate. Metaphorically,
changing winds also represent shifts in opinion
or information. X5 (féngshéng, literally “the
sound of wind”) is a word for intelligence that
is not publicly available. Expressions related
to this include ¥ T X (ddtan féngshéng,
fish for intelligence) and 18 X3 (5 (tongfeng
bdoxin, leak secret information), as in [57 1
B NG EE NBRIRME (féngzhl ydu rén géi
xiényirén tongféng bdoxin, avoid tipping off the
suspect.) Unreliable intelligence is known as JX|
% (féngchudn, hearsay or rumor) and X 5 X
1& (fengydn féengyl, slanderous gossip).

To many Chinese, another important type
of “wind” is 7K (féngshui, literally “wind
and water”), the traditional practice of
determining auspicious locations for houses,
businesses, tombs, and other structures. When
paired with other natural elements, X, can
describe other environments: X, (féngguang,
sights), as in FH | A (tiényudn fengguang,
pastoral scene); and X5 (féngiing, scenery),
as in FEM XS IAE ., (Guiin féngiing rd hua.
“The scenery of Guilin is as beautiful as a
painting.”)

As an unbridled natural force, wind can
also wreak havoc on the environment.
Accordingly, some wind-related expressions
describe difficult situations. For instance, X
MR R (fengfeng ylyu, literally “repeated
wind and rain”) means a string of hardships,
asin NTERAMNNER, —EBL
AbHY/0 3k, (Lishi nién 16i de fengfeng yly,
yiai ydngshang ta de xintéu. “He recalled the
adversities of the last 60 years.”)

Amidst the winds of change, or N=Z
%] (féngyln bianhuan), you may face JF &
Y (kudngféeng zhouyd, violent storm) in your
life. But as long as you have strong faith and
enough courage, you can definitely 3 MR
(chéngfeng polang, ride the wind and cleave the
waves), and achieve your goal.

- HUANG WELJIA (15 52) AND TAN YUNFEI (B = X)
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