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i ‘ # MOTIVES OF MINISTRY # S N
Entering as we are today, upon a .life of ministry, it
seems highly fitting that the question of motive should receivs.
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our- consideration. Three motives present themselves to one
iwho contemplates this vocation;- the selfish, the humenitarian

, |
k That the selfish motive is inconsistent with true min-

gistry, is at once apparent. Selfishness questions "how much
h
lcan I get?" ministry, "how much can I give?" Selfishness

? orks for wages ard reekons the things of the kingdom of God as
gso-much merchandise. Of- such surpassing value are the ave- E
%nue-church of marble and mosaic, the luxurious home, the luQrQ-{
Etive salery; that little consideration.is had for the,orphan's;

ery, the widow's heart-throb, and the submerged millions who

languish- in tenement house and alley-way -and préson cell.

| Like a pirate ship on the sea of life, selfishness is in
l .
[quest of every rich argosy of blessing, determined to distribut

W

none. More popular perhaps is. thatvform of selfishness ofteh

seen in service, which sacrifices with a view.to ". the recom-

riches, home, friends, are laid on the altar, the most rigorous]

|
}-pense of the reward." Orphanages-are endowed, crosses borne
|
| |

asceticism is vracticed; as a means of sscuring an eternal
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Llife of unmeasured bliss. It is manifest -that such a spirit
would ultimately ruin the -ministry of men or angels. Cen-~

; ripetal- in action, self-centred in 1ife and purpose, the self-
Fsh motive- is inadequate to the demands of-a- worthy ministry.

- .‘ Witness likewise the failure of the humanitarian motive}

| Its champions seek to enlist our services in bringing the
|

frace to.an ideal wupon which there is no agreement, either as toi

]i

what the ideal shall be, or the means of its attainment.

!
?
F

é.rown the race divine, prophesying that ultimately it will pos- §
Isess every divine attribute and exercise every divine. preroga-
i

ftive: - a divided house -cannot stand. | : .

i This motive fails for a second reason. The real funct- |

]iOn of ministry .is remedial. and he who would heal the race,.

Imust himself, Dbe whols. The humanitarian must therefore meef

ithe challenge,. "physician. heal thyself" and history bears _abun- |
ng i

fdant testimony to his stupendaus failurs. The Pharises
| :

;could cleanse the platter, but not his soul. The rivers of |

|
|

Damascus -have no healing power for the leprosy of .sin. ~Lrimg

soned with-guilt, not- "all the perfumes of Arabia can sweeten
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;have“been at work. in the world thromgh long_aml weary ages;

i

i

misery groans, crimes flourish, wrongs go unredressed, virtue

is chastened, hope falters, love repines, aspiring souls are

iehained by sin, to the dust, honor on the auction block, truth

jon the scaffeld, the world's Redeemer nailed to a rugged cross.

Though man has induced beauty to shine in marble, the

Lsails of commerce. Lo wed the wooing winds, the lightening to

fbecome his messenger; yet in no loom of earth, has ever a gar-}|

Iment been woven, to touch whose hem, gives life. Gautama,

EConfucius, and all their satellites, Christless churches, so-

ﬁcialistic clube, and federations of labor, zealots of every

’5
f earth-born enterprise, will never break the bands, nor heal thej

%wounds of thias fettered and -festering world. Fountains rise{

{‘
ﬂno higher than their source. Love of self, love of humanity-
| these are motives t00 low to give inspiration toholy ministry.

i The cords of humanity must be strung higher to -be resonant
g

i with power divine and life eternal. - It is with confi-
|

%dence therefore; that we turm to Christ for such a motive; for
hel-being- lifted up from.the earth, will drawjall men unto himly
 — -The -sufficiency of the Christ-motiwe -is seen-in its ref
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ation to self; by him selfishness is destroyed, but self is

-

o+

ransfigured by a radiance divins. It is likewise seen in



divine.It
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iielabiqn to humanity. The conviction grows daily that. Christ}
E?as the ideal man. Blending in himself a wisdom surpassing

i
i
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Solomon's, with bhe purity of an_angel; infinite strength is

|
'
1

| ingled with a mother's tenderness and exhaustless love.
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glebth and its height, no humanitarian ideal is comparable to

|

Possessed of a nature" that is touched. with. the feeling of

pur infirmities}; - but- in no respect is it tarnished by sin.

Viewing this -character in all -its length and bred§th, its

[esus Christ.. . .. . But in.the remedial agency of ministry,

i
[
|
{ he efficiency.of the Christ-motive becomes still mors manifest:

o

for here the Son of man.becomes the Son of God, the Child -of |
i

!rethlehem's manger, -the. King..of ‘heawen's- throne, infinite, om-
[ipotent, eternal. Faltering hope in him- is anchored ‘sure

pnd steadfast®; repining love, twining her tendrils about his f

|

heart, can cling forever. The-orphan in its helplessnsss,

}he widog in her weeds, the prodigal in his rags, the harlot in

I

her shame, find a sure retreat and a royal welcome in -his bosom

fmf infinite love. To this exiled race, in the bondage of sinj
il

3'e.b600mes A an hiding place from the wind, a coyert from the
gxempest; as rivers. of water in.a dry place, .as the.shadow of a

4

breat rock in a weary land.®

ﬂ The crowning feature however, of the Christ-motive for
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fministry, .is- the -inspiration which his. presence gives to his.

iservants. Lo I am with you alway," is assurance that human

iwoakness -is supplemented by infinite strength; that the path o

Jdrudgery and hardship- life's "Via Dolorosa®- shall be illumine

! ith light .from above. Under -his magic touch, work. shall be
l

j
i

come worship, duty shall be clothed in love, every morsel of
i

?

“COHtrlte heart shall be an altar aflame with God.

service made to minister to & multitude, and every humble and

Inspired by his presence,-faithless Peter preaches with a E

éflaming tongue, selfish John becomes the- prophet of the Apoe-

ialypse; persecuting Saul becomes conquoring -Paul who brings a

HGentlle world and. lays_it.as.a trophy .at. the feet_.of his Redeem-

for.. .  He who kindled the. zeal .of these martyr spirits of the

|I

past is the same today and forever.

F Then let the Christ-motive be ours in ministry and, ma

htered by his conquoring spitit, kindled by his zeal, enamonﬁﬂuo;

his loveliness, transfigured by his presence; we'will hasten

ithe.cOming of that glad hour when this, the crowning motive of
ESﬁrviceq shall find complete. expression_in a world. redeemed.

f - - When humanity, sundered afar by race .and color and caste ;zf

’.i

fand creed, shall be gathered at his feet, bearing his imege

X
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lclothed with his beauty, radiant with his glory;

united by I

the bonds of love fraternal, into .one common brotherhood, whose

Father over all, is God.

- Thesis of Chas. Telford_Erickson, Class.of '95, Ros-

fton Univ. School of Theol.

June the fourth, I895.
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