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CHAPTER I. lUTRODnCTION

(a) The early history of Japanese immigration.

("b) Report of the Immigration Commissioner in 1909,

(c) Main problems concerning the immigrant

—

early period and recent time.

(d) The standpoint of my study.
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CHAPTER I

Introduction

The early history of Japanese immigration to the United

States is not clear. From 1638 to 1868, when the present

Imperial Government was organized, emigration from Japan vjas

prohibited. It vjas not definitely legalized until 3885. But

while emigration was still forbidden, a fev/ Jauanese sailors

and students reached the American shores* As soon as the

Meiji Restoration was completed, a Dutch officer, v/ho had been

teaching military arts in a Japanese feudal clan, got

together farmers to send them to the United States under

eight years' contract.^ Half of them reached California.

In the "Sacramento Union" and other California papers for

1869 v« read of a colony of a few score Japanese settled as

prospective silk growers at Gold Hill, California, v/here they

were received with great favor. ^ The promoter of this colony

expected more to follow, but evidently this expectation was

not realized because of the failure of the project. In the

report of the United States Treasury Department for 189S, it

was stated that betv/een 1861 and 1870, 218 Japanese had

immigrated to this country. The corresponding number reported

1. Yoichi TCga, The Japanese Development in America , p. 30.
2. H. A. Mills, The Japanese Troblem in""UnTted States , p. 2.



o

I



2.

In 1880 was 148; in 1890, E,039. This report of 2,039 Japanese

residing in the United States in 1890 is evidence of the larger

nmnter of immigrants to this country following upon the legal-

ization of emigration by Japan in 1886, and the enactment of

the Chinese exclusion law in 1882.

Most of the Japanese who came directly to this country

were young men. They came seeking opportunities in economic

or scholastic fields. Along with these young men came a

smaller number of older men who had failed in business or

had found farming or wage labor in Japan unattractive • A third

element caae from Hawaii, where a large percentage of the

Japanese v/ere from the poorest and most ignorant class.

Many of the most ambitious of these, dissatisfied v/ith their

lot as poorly paid plantation laborers, availed themselves

of the opportunity to come to the mainland. From Mexico

there came some that corresponded closely to the classes

arriving from Hawaii, and from Canada a few like those

emigrating from Japan.

The Immigration Commission presented the following

table based upon the reports of the Commissioner General of

Immigration to show the previous occupations of the Japanese

immigrants

1. Immigration Commission Reports , Vol. 23, p. 8.
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1901 5,249 167 660 897 1,153 603 830 181 173 585

1902 14,445 2ii2 1,211 5,212 451 1,047 1,558 173 193 4,388

1903 20,041 274 1,445 5,010 .5,816 922 572 132 588 5,282

1904 14,38 2 372 1,189 121 6,775 641 1,474 317 248 3,244

1905 11,021 280 791 38 5,883 358 743 207 167 2,212

1906 14,243 256 649 522 8.435 329 835 195 567 2,446

1907 30,824 610 7 83 817 20,636 546 1,334 166 2,174 3,855

1908 16,418 37 8 687 378 6,76^ 457 1 , 144 284 1,742 4,582

1909 3,275 139 108 15 626 85 200 67 268 1,765

T'oial 1x9, 908 2,699 7,523 13,352 56,543 4,988 8, 690 1,722 6,12 9 28,359

Per-
cent-
age

100 2.1 5.8 10.3 43.5 3.8 6.7 1.3 4.7 21.8





In the report of the Gommission this table is ooramented

upon as follovTs:

"Thus, according to these data, 10,3^ of the
Immigrants for the nine years had been farmers
in Japan, while 43.5^ had been farm laborers most
of whom were youths or young men working on their
fathers' farms v/ithout wages, for farm laborers
working regularly for v/ages have been relatively
few. Moreover, 21,8>», including v/omen and children,
had not been gainfully occupied. A large percentage
of thswe were the wives and small children of
farmers and farm laborers and should be added to
the percentages given above in order to obtain
an estimate of the relative number of the
farming class emigrating from Japan. As opposed
to the 53.85^ who had been gainfully employed in
agricultural pursuits, 2.1 per cent were pro-
fessional men (physicians, teachers, preachers,
actors, etc), 6.8% were merchants, grocers, and
bankers, 3.8% skilled laborers in a great variety
of trades, 6.7% common laborers, 1.3% had been
occupied in the various branches of domestic
and personal service, and 4.7% in other occupations
of which fishing was no doubt one of the more
important. Thus, the majority of the Japanese
immigrants have been dravm from the rural sections
of the country."

The Inmigration Gommission also found that almost

twenty- three in each hundred (22.6%) had come to the United

States when under twenty years of age, and that more than

one -half (53.2%) had ccme when under tv/enty-five . On the

other hand, only about twenty-five in each hundred (24.7%)

were thirty or upv/ard, and less than five in each hundred

(4,2%) forty or over."*"

The reason for Japanese immigration to the United

States should be considered in close connection with the

facts just presented. It is obvious that Japanese have not

1. Immigrati on Gommission Reports . Vol. 23, pp. 7, 8.
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left their home land to avoid religious or political per-

se out ion. The primary motive for emigration was for a

better ooportunlty, not only economic and intellectual, but

also for new experience. Economic opportunity In Japan has

been limited as compared to that in the United States. Japan

is a country with a dense and rapidly Increasing population,

with limited natural resources and a scarcity of capital.

Almost three-fifths of the population gainfully occupied are

engaged In tilling small plots of land, either as tenants

paying high rents and using expensive fertilizer, or as

agricultural laborers at v»ges very low compared to those

paid unskilled labor in the United States. The more

ambitious have tended strongly to leave the rural communities

to seelc better opportunities in the cities. In the cities,

however, in spite of long working days, vjages are still low.

Positions, both official or industrial, are already so filled

that only a very few with exceptional ability and very high

education can be admitted.

In a word, lack of opportunity In Japan pushed the

more ambitious to emigrate. There Is an important reason

why the United States has appealed to them more strongly than

other parts of the world. The attraction has been psychological

as well as economical. Western civilization and culture

have focused the worship and admiration of all Japanese

until very recently. They longed for an opportunity
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to see the admired country. The strong desire for this new

experience thrilled the ambitious youths of the middle class,

ajid for the same reason the girls, in selecting their life

partners, preferred emigrants to America.

These individuals, marriage groups, sometimes fragments

of large families left their original milieu and settled in

America, intentionally or accidentally grouping themselves

into c CDiinuniti es of -various kinds scattered over the territory

of an ethnically and culturally different society. The evolu-

tion of these fra^nents separated from their social whole

presents a series of new problems, interesting not only from

the practical standpoint of the relation of the immigrants

to American society but also in view of their general

sociological significance.

The situation is really much more complicated than

most of the people vjho are working for Americanization

consider it. It v/ould seem a priori and it is generally

assumed that the main problems concerning the immigrants

can be stated in terms of individual assimilation or non-

assimilation. Since the immigrant is no longer a member

of the society from which he came, since he lives in the

midst of American society, is connected v/ith it by economic

bonds and dependent o n its institutions, the only line of

evolution left to him seems to be the one leading to a

gradual substitution in his consciousness of American

cultural values for Japanese cultural values and of attitudes
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adapted to his Amerioan environment for the attitudes brought

over from the old cAuiitiy, This substitution seems to "be

essent ial.

But if v/e look at the Japanese in America not from the

subjective standpoint of Japanese or Amerioan national

interests but from that of an objective sociological inquiry,

we find that the problem of individual assimilation is at

present an entirely secondary, although important issue. The

fundamental point is the formation of a new Japanese-American

society out of those fragments separated from Japanese

society and embedded in American society. This Japanese-

American Society as a vThole is slowly evolving from Japanism to

Americanism, as is shown by the fact that its members,

particularly those of the second generation, are continually

acquiring more American attitudes and being more influenced

by American civilization.

The individual does not stand isolated in the midst of

a culturally different group. He is a part of a homogeneous

group in contact with a civilization which influences in

various degrees all of the members. The most interesting

phenomenon, the central object of our investigation, is the

formation of this coherent group out of originally incoherent

elements, the creation of a society vAiich in structure and

prevalent attitudes is neither Japanese nor American but

constitutes a specific new product whose raw materials

have been partly drawn from Japanese traditions, partly
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from Americaji scxjial values as the immigrant sees and inter-

prets them. It is this special society, neither Japanese, nor

American, that constitutes the social milieu into v^iioh the

immigrant who came from Japan became incorporated and to

whose standards and institutions he must adapt himself.

The individual imniigrant brings v/ith him to this

country his old traditions and attitudes, but of course not

the social organization of the old country. He has a ten-

dency to associate v/ith people coming from the same milieu,

and as soon as a group of them is agglomerated the old

institutions begin spontaneously to reappear. But it is

clear that they cannot be revived here v/ith their full

original content and significance, because their original

social values have been modified in their new environment,

and the groups which the immigrants form in America are less

coherent tian the communities in Japan. Around a nucleus of

relatively permanent settlers, usually of quite recent origin,

there is a shifting mass continually recruited from outsiders

who either leave after a short period or at least remain for

several years ready to leave at short notice. Besides, the

Japanese community in America depends upon fundamentally the

outside v/orld for its economic subsistence; drav;s its income

from vjork in American farms and factories, and consumes

American products.

For all these reasons the Japanese-American social

structure stands far behind that of any old national society
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which is permanently settled in a given limited territory that

it owns economically and politically; and whose construction

is based on a firm foundation of innumerable intricate social

bonds inherited from the past.

This imperfect social structure manifests itself most

clearly in the fact that the combined influence of old and

new ins t itutioiis cannot prevent individual disorganization

from assuming unusual proportions. Alcoholism, sexual

demoralization and the whole scale of delinquencies are

represented among the Japanese in America in a much larger

measure than among the population of Japan from which the

immigrants are recruited.

Therefore, my study will be concentrated on these two

most important aspects of the life of Japanese immigrants

in this country; the formation of the Japanese-American

society; and the individual disorganization resulting from

the imperfect coherence of this society, including the

problems of the second generation bom in this milieu.

Prom the Meiji Restoration of 1868 to the unexpected

victory of the Russo-Japanese War of 1905, Japan struggled

desperately in the midst of the hungry v/estem v/olves to malce her

own way in the nev/ world. The Restoration of Meiji was done by

the adventurous young Samurais of rather low rank, and it

had been completed by these radicals by the time of the

Russo-Japanese War. As a result, the system of western

institutions had been employed and legalized without being
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examined by the Japanese people as a v/hole. If an institution

is a product of folkways and mores grown out of a long struggle

for "better existence, the sudden change of the Japanese

institutions naturally required a long period of adjustment to

the existing folkvTays and mores among the common people at that

time. A long uninterrupted period of three hundred and thirty

years frcm 1638 to 1868 under the Tokugawa regime was not

short to form hard social strata, dreadful customs and traditions,

which were in fact changed very little by the touch of v/estern

civilization during the early period of the Meiji era.

Therefore, an individual emigrant of an early period

was viewed by the social group to which he belonged as an

undesirable and even socially abnormal phenomenon. Except

for the relatively rare cases in which a group desires to rid

itself of an individual considered socially harmful, no group

likes to lose members. And even if the emigrant intends to

return, still for the period of his absence he withdraws from

the sphere of control of his group, and cannot contribute

to the group. Finally, leaving the community is alwaysr

interpreted as a sign of dissatisfaction v/ith the existing

conditions and the remaining members are apt to condemn the

emigrant whether they share his dissatisfaction or not, in the

first case because he does not stay with them to bear the common

burden and help improve the situation or, in the second case

because his dissatisfaction where others are satisfied is

more or less an act of revolt.
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These usual re as ore for condemning emigration went on

without any reflection among the peasant primary ccmmunities

which were strongly coherent and conservative, moreover,

these reasons were justified hy the quality of the immigrant

himself who could not make his oim way in that community: success

or failure of a member of a primary group must be judged by his

deeds in his community and according to the standard of social

worth of that community, or at least in some relation to it.

Therefore, an emigrant was loolced upon with suspicion and

sometimes with scorn. Moreover, the period betv;een the

Restoration and the Russo-Japanese War was the period of

national reconstruction, and chances were fairly open to every

ambitious man. Under these circumstances, the educated able

persons of the middle and upper classes could find some

positions according to their ability, and even among the large

mass of the peasant and lower classes, the chances v/ere fairly

open to the educated, socialized and productive persons. These

facts show that only a small minority of the Japanese immigrants

who oajne to this country during the early period represented any

of the higher quality of Japanese community, and we may judge

that most of them were below the normal moral or intellectual

level of their respective groups in Japan. According to the

Report of the Immigration Commission above quoted, 43.5^ of the

total of the immigrants from 1901 to 1909 had been farm laborers

in Japan, and another 10*3% described as farmers must have

been veiy small farmers or tenants.
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The conclusion Is that the immigrants of the early

period were composed of a large percentage of peasants and

of the lower classes, and very few educated middle or upper

classes. This fact is very important for the study of the

Japanese community in America in its political, ethical, and

social aspects.

In more recent time, hov«ver, this social attitude

toward emigrants suffered a gradual change for several reasons.

(1) The tremendous increase of population surpassed the

development of industry, and economic opportunity in America

v;^s uncomparably greater than in Japan, (2) The emigrants brought

back to their old community a great success which stimulated the

educated middle class and other productive people. (3) The

official refusal of edmission to "Japanese and Korean laborers,

skilled or unskilled, who have received passports to go to

Mezico, Canada, or Hawaii, and come therefrom," by a presidential

order of 1907 gave a chance to the ambitious youths of middle

class in Japan to come here. (4) Finally, the intellectual

development in Japan since the Restoration welcomed those who

had acquired education in western countries.

With these reasons, the social attitude tov»rd

emigration, which had been the most efficient obstacle to the

emigration of the higher classes and of the most productive

and developed part of the lower classes was weakened.

It is interesting to note that fact that the Isolation

of many peasant communities from cultural influences, their
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lack of contact v/ith economic centers which allowed the old

system to remain in full pov/er until quite recent times, had

a similar restraining effect on the emigration, while the

other parts were stimulated to send the surplus people to

America, Mexico, and Brazil for a "better opportunity. The

more the emigrants from a region settled in America, the

more people v;ere stimulated to transoceanic emigration frcm

the same region. Moreover, ^'hen many members of a community

are settled in America and teep contact v/ith their home, America

appears almost as an extension of the community. The fact that

in this country they are scattered over many places and no

longer constitute a closed group does not seem to play a very

important part in the consciousness of the people at home,

particularly since there is a tendency among immigrants from

the same community to congregate as fer as conditions permit.

Prom descriptions and reports of returning emigrants, America

becomes familiar to the community in Japan. Some social control

can "be still exercised overseas through relatives, friends and

acquaintances, v-tien a member goes, although he may travel alone,

he goes at the invitation of another member and goes to him.

These relations explain the fact that nearly half of the total

Japanese in Southern California are from only two districts out

of fifty of nearly the same size»

It is cautious to say that the economic conditions are

only a part of a given sociaj. situation: they influence human

behavior together with, or combined complexly with many other
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factors. Emigration is an individual event as well as social.

Therefore, whether a low economio status which the individual

has in his ovaa country as compared v/ith the status which he

may reach in another country vdll induce him to emigrate or not

depends first of all on his predisposition. If his prevalent

attitude is the desire for economic advance, he will go unless

interfered with by other influences; if it is the fear of the

unknovn, he will not go unless other influences combine v/ith

economic influences.
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