
Boston University

OpenBU http://open.bu.edu

Boston University Theses & Dissertations Dissertations and Theses (pre-1964)

1924

Description in the novels of Henry Bordeaux

https://hdl.handle.net/2144/5788

Downloaded from OpenBU. Boston University's institutional repository.











H ENRY BoRDEAUx 







1 
amount of l i terature of a wide range, gaining a broad literary 

culture which is felt in all his works. It is interest ing to 

note that Balzac and Shakespeare were among his favori te authors. 

At this time, too, he began journalistic work , writing a 

dai ly account of the Paris Exposition of 1889 for the 

"Petit Journal", experiencing the joy of describing this popu­

lar fair, and at the same time awakening in his life a de s i r e 

to wr ite. This desire followed him to Savoy when, his law 

studies comple ted , he returned there in 1890. 

In Savoy he be came a probationary lawyer, according to the 

family tradition . Re spent his year of military service at 

Annecy, and passed a few years in the provinces, continuing his 

reading ; and writing, now in prose. He contributed to several 

Frenc h and Belgian reviews, writing his critical studies on his 

favor ite modern authors; Rod , H6"redia, Ibsen, 
..., 

Lemaitre, and Loti. 

These essays he collec ted and published unde r the title of 
2 

"Ames Modernes" in 1894. This book of critical essays was 

based on the principle , expressed in his preface : 

"L'admiration est la bas e de la critique". 

1. Introduction to "La :Peur de Vivre": H.A.Church I' ix 

2. "Henry Borde aux": A. Britsch p 10 



















































THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE HOUSE WITH THE OLD WALLED VEGETABLE GARDEN IN THE FOREGROUND 
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me . Guibert r ec eived s uch a humiliat ion at the hru1ds of 

I.Jime . Dulaure ns , j ust as well , perhaps , as i f the author had 

described them at length . 

" La Ha i son " 

"La !Jaison " is considered Bordeaux 's best novel. I t i s , 

as its name suggests a n ovel of the family , which not only 

up holds the so lidar i ty of the farr,i l y and pr esents the truth 

concerning the .ll'rench home wit h the devotion and. fidelity it 

fosters , but also offers a psychologi cal analysis of individualism 

as op pose d to s oci al i deal s. "La I•:l aison rtambert" is the very 

hear t of the story; it stan &' as a centre of all the the l ives 

lived in . .... 
1 i.J ' the object of affectionate devo t ion by all the 

family bee ause it r epresents r e al home and family l i fe. ]!""or 

this reason , pe rhaps , t he author d escribes the h ouse in d etail , 

in fact the who l e f i rst c hapter might be c alle ci a · description of 

the house , inc lud i ng the gar den about i t , and the peop l e who made 

up the house hold . The old , pi c ture s que , sevente en th- century 

home s tead is indeed an object of unusual interest , for like mos t 

old bu i ldings i t has s e e n much of l i f e and can t e ll many a 

story of joy and sorrow , of r evol t and i l lus i on as we l l as. of 

consta n t, self-sa cr i ficing l ove. A home means i nf initely more 

than a h ouse. It is this d istinc tion that Bordeaux takes great 
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• 
THE EAST FRONT FROM THE ORCHARD, SHOW­
ING THE BEAUTIFULLY PROPORTIONED SLATE 
ROOF, CAPPED WITH ITS LITTLE LEAD FINIALS, 

SILHOUETTED AGAINST THE VINEYARD 
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I V DESCRIPTIONS OF :PERSONS JiliD l!HARACTER i:>KETCHES 

However much we ma;y be i n terested i n nature with its 

varied charrr.s, we are usually ffiuch ffiOre concerned with people. 

He nr y Bordeaux surely does not disreg ard nature nor its in-

. flue nce on human life and human emotions, but his chief con ­

cern is with peo1.,le, t heir ideas and ide als, the various 

influences that c ount in the development of human c haracter. 

'.rhe characters portreyed by our au t h or are not mere t ype s , 

n or vague irr.agined folks ; they a l way s seem real pe ople who 

breathe and live as we ordinaril;y7 thinlc of people doing . 

Sometimes t hey seem .a little more heroic than we might think 

to find i n every day life. Or is it that they really are 

somewhat idalized? 'ivould not the truer view be that he show s 

us simply the sincerity and the beauty and the hero ism of the 

lives of comm on people, whic h we are too blind to se e for our­

selves? Bordeaux's characters ar e s :/mpathetically drawn. He 

knows the people about whom he writes ; he knows their h opes 

ancl their t houghts, their happ i ness and their sorroN. 'l'he 

whole action of a novel will take place not so much in a dis ­

t rio t as in the sou 1 of the principal character. 'l'hus t he s t ory 

of "Le J!ays Natal '' is revealed in the sentimental and waver i ng 
































