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Attorney James E. Philoon has been readily passed on and 

used in this history. 

Many other individuals and concerns have given much 

help, and their efforts are much appreciated. 
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are no1.v East, North, and it/est Auburn. These villages have 

all played a big part in the development of industries in 

Auburn as v.re shall see later. 

vfuile these settlements were taking place, other sec­

tions of Bakerstown were developing , and on February 17, 

1795, Poland v1as incorpor ated as a to-vm. This tovm included 

that part of Bakerstmm in >trhich Auburn is located. In Feb­

ruary, 1802 .tv inot v-ras separated from Poland, and Auburn re­

mained under this name until its ovm incorporation in 1842. 

Thus if the various names are counted, it will be found that 

Auburn has had s ix names during its brief but eventful his­

tory. 
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vias adopted in memory of the man who gave the land on 1>1hich 

the school nov1 stands. The Littles ·Here among the original 

proprietors of this section and "\'Tere tireless in their ef­

forts to establish churches and othe r organizations for the 

good of the community. The transfer of the school to the 

tovm was done on January 31, 1874, and the name Edviard Lit­

tle High School vias adopted. 

The village, in 1832, consisted of James Goff 1 s house 

and store, Jonathan Raynes' house and cabinet shop, and 

David Green 1 s house which "lJITas on the square opposite the 

Phoenix Block on Main Street. He built the first tannery 

where the old Packard-Foss Shoe Factory 1-vas. The store of 

Josiah Little and Samuel Packard was in the upper end of the 

present Phoenix Block, and Edward Little had a law office in 

town. A tavern 1>1as opera ted by 11Li she'' Keene. Another 

store and a fev1 more houses completed the picture of the 

Auburn of that day. There were only two roads leading out 

of the village, one to Minot and the other dovm the river. 

Industry on a large scale reached Auburn in the form of 

a shoe factory located in \'lest Auburn. This i'las the Ivlinot 

Shoe Company \vhich later moved to town. Until just a fev1 

years ago, their old shop \'las still standing in West Auburn 

Village next to the church. They made shoes that 1vere sent 

all over the country. In 1843, 180,000 pairs of shoes val­

ued at $120 ,000 vlere manufactured, a good years "\Wrl-c in 

those days. 
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later became the source of water supply for Lewiston as well 

as Auburn. In the early days, this lake was known as Big 

V.filson Pond after one of the early settlers in the area . 

The smaller pond that connects vli th t Q.e lake is still called 

Li t tle Vlilson. 
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Activities 

1. Suppo se you \vere a manufacturer during the embargo. 
I 
I -vvri te a report of your reaction to it. 

2. Report on the work done by the troops at Portland in th l 
I! 

V<lar of 1812. 

3. Find out as much a s possible of the story of Maine's 

becoming a state. 

4. Visit an old type general store, and make a report of 

wha t you think an old time store was like. 

5. Dra1.o1 a p1 cture of what you think the first bridge v1as 

like. 

6. See the old toll board in the Historical Society rooms. 

7. Visit the Reference Room in the Auburn Public Library 

to see the water color painting of Goff's Corner in 1830. 

8. Pretend you were a student in Auburn in 1832 making an 

entry in your diary of the day's events. 

9. Compare the methods of making shoes today with tho se in 

the early 1800's. 

10. Trace the boundary between Maine and Canada as it was 

establi shed by the Webster-Ashburton Treaty. 

11. Suppose you ,..,ere Daniel vlebster conferring vli th Lord 

Ashburton over the boundary between Canada and the United 

States. vfuat mi ght be the conversation between you? 

12. Write an advertisement proclaiming the advantage of liv 
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v1as given legislative authority to procure water from Lake 

Auburn. The first line, twelve inches in diameter, was laid 

in 1879. This was the beginning of the present Auburn Water 

Commission and our present day water system. Novr the city 

could have adequate fire protection, and the engine house 

that is still headquarters for the Auburn Fire Department 

was built. 

This was the age of big business in the United States, 

and the nevr industrialism was felt in Auburn by the increase 

in shoe manufacturing as well as the addition of other kinds 

of industries. The Auburn Paper Box Company is still doing 

business at its old factory. Fitz Brothers Last Company is 

now the United Shoe Machine Company. Penley's Pork Pack­

ing Company is doing business throughout New England as the 

E. w. Penley Meat Packing Company, producers of Blue Tag 

Bacon and Ham. There v-rere several marble and granite works 

in operation, a furniture factory, several bakeries, and 

many small businesses. 

Electricity came to Auburn in 1884 when the first elec­

tric li ght was placed in position. The power plant was lo­

cated on the Little Androscoggin and for a long time pro­

vided elec t ric light for both Lev1iston and Auburn. 

The city itself was growing with many new streets and 

roads making it possible for hundreds of new homes that vrere 

being built to have good transportation facilities. About 

1896, the two cities installed their electric street rail-
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-vmy . 

Not long after the first electric cars vlent into ser­

vice, a regular trip vlas made to East Auburn. Here on the 

shore of Lake Auburn , an amusement park called Lake Grove 

developed. This was one of the most famous recreation cen­

ters in the s tate for many years. Old timers still talk 

about the good times at Lake Grove. This park -vms closed 

many years later when the i--Ta ter board be gan to buy up all 

property around the lake. The name, Lake Grove, is still 

used by some in referring to East Auburn, and the bus runs 

to Lake Grove rather than to East Auburn. 

Another famous place at that time was the Lake Auburn 

Spring Hotel . This hotel was built by the Lake Auburn Min­

eral Spring Company which had commercialized the \vater from 

the fine spring on the shore of beautiful Lake Auburn. The 

hotel was a very elaborate place for those days and had be­

come as well known throughout the state as Poland Spring is 

today. Its life \vas very short, ho·Never, for it vTa s de­

stroyed by fire during the vTinter of 1893. It was never 

knovln what caused the fire. The spring is still used by 

many people for their drinking water. 

The grange movement popular throughout the nation was 

apparent in Auburn "vvi th the founding of several new Granges 

in different sections of t he city. The first Grange had 

been established at East Auburn in 1874, the fourth to be 

organized in the state. The countryside around Auburn had 
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always been good for farming, and the farmers of the area 

supported the Granges wholeheartedly. 

Along this same line v.ras the interest taken in fish and 

game preservation throughout the state. The movement vThich 

resulted in the development of fish breeding and game con­

servation in Maine vras born in Auburn in 1890 ,,vi th the foun­

dation of the Lake Auburn Fish Protective Association. A 

fish hatchery was built at East Auburn and since has been 

maintained by the State Fish and Game Department. 

This was also the age of reform and philanthropy in the 

country. Andrew Carnegie, a man who has since become famous 

all over the 1.vorld for his contributions to \'fOrthwhile organ­

izations, was giving through the Carnegie Institute large 

sums to various towns and cities to establish libraries. 

The Auburn Public Library Association had been formed on 

October 27, 1890 and had been given rooms over the bank in 

which to do business. With the aid of the Carnegie Fund, 

the present beautiful building was completed and opened to 

the public in 1904. 

On February 20, 1893 not long after the Library Associ­

ation was formed, the Lewiston Journal established a second 

paper, the Lewiston Daily Sun. This paper was distributed 

in the morning and the Journal became the Lewiston Evening 

Journal. Auburn had no paper of its ovm as yet. 

In 1896, disaster struck Auburn in the form of a flood 

which carried away both the North and South Bridges. These 

31 





Activities 

1. Visit one of Auburn's Pumping Stations to see how the 

water supply is obtained for the citizens of Auburn and Lew­

iston. 

2. Draw on the map the boundaries of the City of Auburn in 

1869. 

3. Suppose you were a citizen of Auburn. What would be 

your objections to making Lewiston and Auburn into one city? 

4. Visit the Auburn Fire Station, and make a report on the 

different kinds of equipment there and hov1 it is used. 

5. Take a trip through the last factory, and make a report 

on hmv a last for a shoe is made. 

6. Visit Penley's Slaughter House and Packing Plant to see 

what happens to the meat before vle buy it in the grocery 

store. 

7. Visit the Maine Baking Company to see hmv 11 Golden Heart" 

bread and pastries are made. 

8. Visit the Electric Light and Power Plant to see how 

electricity is generated. 

9. Pretend you are on an outing at Lake Grove, and tell 

about the activities going on there. 

10. Visit the site of the Lake Auburn Spring Hotel and the 

spring. Pretend you were a guest at the hotel, and tell 

about your stay there. 
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11. Visit the Fish Hatchery at East Auburn to see how the 

young fish are protected. 

12. Take a trip through Hood's Creamery and Ice Cream Plant. 

Note the processes involved in making ice cream. 

13. Get acquainted with the Auburn Public Library so that 

you can make use of it in your school work. 

14. Take a trip through the printing plant of the Lewiston 

Sun and Journal. Write a report on how a newspaper is 

printed . 

15. Suppose you were a candidate in the 1896 Election, and 

write up a platform on which you would base your campaign. 

16. Continue the list of outstanding Auburn citizens. 
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