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61—118 Dispensary has, during the past year, taken
care of 14,708 sick and poor persons and given
gratuitously 40,188 prescriptions.

Since 1886 it has treated 197,986 patients with
819,119 prescriptions.

* There is, perhaps, no other charity where” a small
contribution ‘carries with it greater benefit.
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ACTS OF INCORPORATION,

CHAPTER 1g1.

Commonwealth of UTassachusetts.
IN THE YEAR ONE THOUSAND EicHT HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SIX.

An Act to Incorporate the Homwopathic Medical Dispensary .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows : —

SectioN 1. John H. Wilkins, Charles B. Hall, Jacob Sleeper,
of Boston, together with their associates and successors, be and
hereby are made a corporation by the name of the Homceopathic
Medical Dispensary, with all the powers and privileges, and subject
to all the duties, liabilities, and restrictions set forth in the forty-
fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes.

Sect. 2. Said Corporation is hereby authorized to make pur-
chases, and receive grants and donations of real and personal
estate, and to hold and manage and to dispose of the same as may
be deemed best by this Corporation for the better fulfilment of the
charitable purposes aforesaid, provided, that said real and personal
estate shall not exceed in value the sum of fifty thousand dollars,

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its passage.

CHAPTER 126.
Commonwealth of UTassachusetts.
IN THE YEAR ONE THOUSAND EIiGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-NINE,

An Act to Authorize the Homeaopathic Medical Dispensary to Hold Additional

Real and Personal Fstate.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows : —

SecrioN 1. The Homeopathic Medical Dispensary, incorpo-
rated by chapter one hundred and ninety-one of the Acts of the
year eighteen hundred and fifty-six, is authorized for the purposes
set forth in said act, to hold real and personal estate to an amount
not exceeding two hundred thousand dollars.

Secr. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.



REPORT QF THE SECRETARY.

The Dispénsary, which is now entering upon its thirty-
fourth year of continuous work, can report its last year as
one of unusual prosperity. The Dispensary staff have cared
for 14,705 patients, and there have been administered 40,183
prescriptions, an increase of 262 patients and 1,856 prescrip-
tions over the work of the preceding year. This makes the
total of patients cared for since the opening of the Dispen-
sary, 197,086, who have received 512,112 prescriptions.

The work of the year has been done under great disadvan-
tages, which were presented and fully discussed at the last
annual meeting. The close, confined, crowded quarters, the
bad light and ventilation, the inconvenient arrangements,
have made the work difficult and often unsatisfactory. The
Dispensary staff deserve especial credit for having accom-
plished such a great amount of valuable work under condi-
tions so difficult and discouraging. Yet it is an encouraging
fact that, when these defects were made known to the public
and an appeal made for their removal, a generous response
was returned.

The city of Boston has given to the Dispensary a lot of
land, well located for a dispensary building, at the corner of
Harrison Avenue and Stoughton Street. This contains
10,597 square feet, and is open to air and light on three sides
by streets and a wide passageway. The only conditions im-
posed upon the Dispensary are, that they shall erect on this
land, within two years, a building costing not less than
twenty-five thousand dollars, and if the land should ever be
sold for other purposes the Dispensary shall return to the
city the sum of two dollars per foot

An appeal was made to the public for necessary funds, and
already there have been received by the Treasurer, $31,033.72,
and subscriptions in addition which amount to 7,750, making
a total of $38,783.72 for building purposes.
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The names of contributors will appear in the Treasurer’s
report. The Dispensary is under great obligations to Mr. G.
F. T. Reed, who has been the largest benefactor and has con-
tributed twenty thousand dollars to this object.

The plans of the building have been carefully prepared by
Allen & Kenway, architects, a description of which accompa-
nies this report. It remains to secure a sufficient sum to
warrant the erection of a building suited to the requirements
of the Dispensary.

There is a pressing want, which has been constantly brought
to the knowledge of the Dispensary staff, for which it is hoped
provision can be made by the construction of maternity wards
in the proposed building. Some of the most distressing cases
of poverty, neglect, and suffering, often concealed to the last
moment, appeal to the kind-hearted and generous for efficient
aid and care. There are also many poor and worthy mothers
who, in the additional pains and dangers of maternity, have
no one to give them the least care, aid, or sympathy. To
these, in the hour of greatest human suffering and agony, the
establishment of a maternity, or lying-in hospital, would be
invaluable. This addition to the Dispensary would require
a building which, properly equipped, would cost at least
$100,000. The appeal is, therefore, made to a generous
public for further contributions which shall enable the Trus-
tees not only to provide suitable quarters for the work of the
Dispensary as already organized, but also to add another and
most important department to its work.

I. T. TALBOT,

Secretary.
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REPORT OF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE.

The very unsuitable quarters in which the Dispensary staff
have been obliged to do their work for many years was fully
described in the addenda to the Dispensary report of 1889
That something like forty thousand prescriptions annually
should be made under such circumstances, of bad light, with
patients huddled together in a noisome atmosphere, was
enough to arouse the community to do something for its
improvement.

Several meetings were held and generous-hearted men and
women interested themselves to secure better facilities for
the extensive and charitable work of this institution.

The city of Boston was appealed to for a site, and the lot
of land at the corner of Harrison Avenue and Stoughton
Street, containing 10,597 feet, was given to the Dispensary
for a nominal consideration. This land is eligibly situated
with the wide Harrison Avenue upon the west side, Stoughton
Street on the south, and a sixteen-foot passageway on the
east side. It will always have good sunlight and air, and is
in close proximity to the Homoceopathic Hospital and the
Boston University School of Medicine, upon the Faculty and
students of which it will largely rely for the professional skill
to be here rendered. The benefits will be valuable to all
parties, for, while the patients will receive unusual care and
attention, the students will obtain and the Faculty be able to
impart much important practical instruction.

The large numbers that flock to the Dispensary render it
necessary that spacious quarters should be provided, and the
building as planned is one hundred and twenty feet in length
by fifty-two in width, with an ell in the rear twenty-five by
forty. It was necessary to have it thus large in order to obtain
sufficiently ample waiting and prescription rooms. In con-
nection with the Dispensary it was found feasible and very
desirable to establish a Maternity, or lying-in hospital, an
institution greatly needed by the poor.
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The building, therefore, is four stories in height, with
basement and attic, the lower half devoted to the dispensary
purposes, and the upper to those of the Maternity. It will
be built of common brick, with colored mortar and brown
freestone finish.

THE DISPENSARY DEPARTMENT.

The basement is reached from Stoughton Street by de-
scending seven steps. It has ample accommodation for the
janitor, and contains kitchen, laundry, bath-room, sitting
and sleeping rooms, store-room, coal-room, engine-house,
retiring-rooms for both male and female patients, a laboratory,
and four comfortable rooms which may be used by the internes,
or medical attendants.

The first, or main story, is entered by easy steps from
Harrison Avenue, and in the centre of the building from end
to end is a spacious hall to be used as a waiting-room, well
lighted and ventilated ; the hall has two large, handsome fire-
places.

In the centre of this hall, directly in front of the main
entrance, will be located the bureau of instruction, to which
all patients on entering will apply for directions. At the
right of the entrance is the Pharmacy, with room for those
waiting for medicine.

The Pharmacy will be thoroughly equipped and arranged
in the most convenient manner. Next to this, on the same
side, is the children’s department, and adjoining it the medical
department, with convenient anteroom. In the southeast
corner, three connecting rooms are devoted to the surgical
department. The largest of these is sixteen by twenty-four
feet, of sufficient size for a surgical clinic, or may be divided
by a falling curtain into two separate rooms when so needed.
Next to this is a store-room for linen and other supplies. On
the left of the front door is the superintendent’s office, with
waiting-room attached. ~The next room is the department
for special diseases.. In the northwest corner is a suite of
rooms for the dental department, where extracting, regulating,

_and filling of teeth may be carried on, with a special room in
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cases requiring ether. In the northeast corner the chest
department has its quarters, next to which are the Trustees’
rooms, with dressing-room and fire-proof room for archives.

In the ell, which is in the centre of the building, in the rear,
is a clinical lecture-room, twenty-eight by twenty-three. feet,
with rising seats and an arena with sink, closets, and dressing-
rooms.

In the rear of the main hall, directly in front of the main
entrance, a wide, easy-rising stairway leads to the second
story. In the ell, over the lecture-room, are the superintend-
ent’s living apartments, comfortably arranged with sitting-
room, . sleeping-room, bath-room, convenient closets, and
dining-room connected by dumb-waiter and speaking tubes
with the janitor’s kitchen in the basement. The general
arrangement of the rooms in the second story corresponds
with that in the first story, and, beginning at the left of the
stairway, there are a store-room, three rooms in the southeast
corner devoted to women’s department, two in the southwest
corner to skin department, two to the eye and ear department,
two to nervous department, and in the northwest corner two
rooms for the throat department. In the northeast corner
is a suite for the rectal department and next it a room for
internes. The necessary toilet-rooms are admirably arranged
in such way as to secure the best ventilation and separation
from the other parts of the building. The wood-finish will
be in ash, with lightly frescoed or painted walls. The building
will be thoroughly ventilated, and heated by steam with indirect
radiation. The first and second stories freely communicate,
and the second story will be ventilated not only by necessary
flues and fireplaces, but at its central point by a large shaft
extending to the roof, and a glass ceiling around it will give
it additional light.

THE MATERNITY DEPARTMENT.

The maternity portion of the building is in the upper part,
and is entirely distinct from that of the Dispensary. It has
a separate entrance from Stoughton Street in the southern
part of the ell. An easy stairway leads to the Maternity,
and both the stairway and an elevator run from the basement
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to the attic. In the ell of the third story are the general
reception-room and the matron’s apartments. In the main
building a large hall well lighted and ventilated occupies the
central portion. At the southern end is a ward fifty by
twenty-four with fourteen beds. Near this is the Infants’
Nursery, with an open fireplace and suitable conveniences.
A linen closet adjoins this. Suitable bath and toilet rooms
are conveniently near. A nurse’s room, six private rooms,
the physician’s room, and the confinement-room are upon this
floor, and all of them are pleasantly arranged. An easy
staircase in the central hall ascends to the story above, which
is arranged in much the same manner as the one already
described, except that in the ell are the kitchen and the
dining-rooms for the officers and patients.

The attic covers only a portion of the whole building, but
in it are arranged the laundry, drying-room, and four cham-
bers for the servants. The wood-finish of the Maternity will
be of pine in shellac finish, which gives a soft and varied
straw color. It will accommodate about forty patients at a
time, and is so arranged that, although quite secluded, it is at
the same time airy and pleasant, and the service of the Hos-
pital can be carried on easily and with moderate expense.

The amount already raised for this building may be reck-
oned as follows : —

TEand e 3 ; : . : ; $22,500
Contributions and subscriptions . . 38,783
alfotaldiie : 8 3 . . $61,283

In order to secure full title to the land, it was necessary
that at least $25,000 should be expended on a building before
June 8, 1891, which has compelled the Building Committee to
commence work at once even if the whole sum necessary to
complete it is not secured. The Dispensary has already on
hand enough, probably, to prepare the foundation, erect the
building and cover it in. In order fully to complete it will
require about $60,000 more. Already, by the generosity of Mr.
G. F. T. Reed, $20,000 have been placed 'in the treasury, and
$35,000 have been received from Hon. Henry L. Pierce. A large
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number of generous people have contributed in smaller sums,
as reported in another place. Contributions to be paid when
called for have been made by Hon. Elisha S. Converse, of
$5,000, Dr. J. P. Paine, $1,000, Geo. H. Leonard, $1,000, and
by others of smaller amounts. Cannot other generous friends
be found who will make it possible for this building to be at
once finished, and give to the people of Boston and Massa-
chusetts the advantages of two such institutions as are herein
comprised ? 2

More than two hundred thousand people have been already
benefited by the Dispensary; the Maternity will administer
to those who, more than others, demand our aid in hours of
greatest agony and depression. Let us not lessen by delay
the amount of good these institutions may perform.

F. A. DEwWsON,
e by MELGEIHORE

L. G. Lowg,

J- W. Crarp,

H. P. STANWOOD,

Building Committee.






















































