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RESEARCHERS FROM BOSTON UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER STUDYING AMYLOIDOSIS 

Boston, Mass.--Investigators from the Department of Biochemistry and 
Medicine at Boston University School of Medicine (BUSM) and the Edith Nourse 
Rogers Memorial (ENRM) Veteran's Hospital at Bedford have been awarded a four 
year, $485,000 research grant from the National I n s t i t u t e s of Health (NIH) to 
study how aging decreases the body's a b i l i t y to prevent amyloidosis--an 
accumulation of proteins between c e l l s that can i n t e r f e r e with the function of 
v i t a l organs. 

llie grant was awarded to Jean Sipe, Ph.D., an associate research professor 
of medicine and biochemistry at BUSM and the p r i n c i p a l investigator of the 
study, and Edgar Cathcart, M.D., D.Sc, a professor of medicine at BUSM and 
co-principal investigator of the study. The grant w i l l complement a five-year 
$584,207 grant awarded to the same group of researchers i n 1987 to study the 
role of aging and d i e t on amyloidosis. 

Sipe's research over the past 17 years has contributed to the 
understanding of how, a f t e r i n j u r y , the various organs and tissues of the body 
communicate and recover. Sipe has shown that i f the body does not completely 
recover a f t e r an i n j u r y , breakdown products of serum amyloid A protein 
(amyloid) can accumulate and may invade the body's organs and eventually cause 
death. 

Cathcart, who i s also the c h i e f - o f - s t a f f at the ENRM, has devoted more 
than 25 years of c l i n i c a l and research a c t i v i t y to amyloidosis. His studies 
have focused on the immunologic abnormalities associated with amyloidosis. 

Boston University School of Medicine i s a f f i l i a t e d with the ENRM Veteran's 
Hospital at Bedford. I t i s located i n the South End of Boston between two of 
i t s teaching hospitals--the University Hospital and Boston City i b s p i t a l . 
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