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Introduction

I Pfogress is eter measured by th© widening of j|

I ones social relations. As an individual or a people ** 
!* '* I
i increase their social relations with other individualst 

, or with other peoples they begin to malce progress
t
'toward a richer and a fuller development. The segre-

• gated individual or the segregated people are not the I 
I
Jones to be engaged in advance movements. That the 
jadvancing and the progressing man does not live unto : 

"himself alone was true long before Paul ever stated 

the fact.
!* A few generations ago a man's relations with

^his fellows were few. At first it was the single

ii cabin on the frontier with its few inmates. The 

'family relations were about the only ties. Then there 
I
I came the settlement and the relationships were in- | 
I I
^creased. Then the towns and the cities and the denser| h I
^population and the social ties have increased by i

Ileaps and bounds. The food we eat, the cloths we wear! 

lithe tools we use all form vital relationships between
I 

•ourselves and other individuals and other groups of ! 
!Individuals.

' The future will not bring a decrease in these



I relationships, but rather, year by year will they be
H
i( increased. This fact creates a grave danger as to 

the character of these reiS-tions. Men may relate

4 themselves to each other so as to be mutually helpful
'I
(i to the largest possible degree; or man may fail to

I
see their mutual dependence and use their abilities

only for their own self .advancment. i

This responsibility- of keeping the relationship's

between man and man what they should be has ever been

I the duty of religion. Christ proclaimed the fact thatj 
j

i all men were brothers and thus has the duty of estab-
1 I
lishing the spirit of brotherhood among men fallen to |

( I
' his followers. It is the teaching of this grea| truth 
^that we are to deal in this paper. :
1' . '
i Social service is a comparatively new term for

a very old truth. The Social Service Catechism de- ■ 
I! ' '

J fines it thhs: "Social service is that form of effort 

tj fdr man’s betterment which seeks to uplift and trans- 

’’ form his associated and community life.” In other 
5:

words it is the attempt to x^ut into practi®^ the 

second great commandment which Christ laid down: 

’’Thou Shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." Social 

service is not some new fad, therefore, but is merely

I a term whnch_deBign^es_^the_^pp_lications o;J_tlie_ 



jj teachings of CHrist to huiQan life.

; George T; Webb says that Social service is the

! natural outgrowth of the first great commandment,

’’Thon Shalt love the lord thy God with all thy heart, 

{mind, soul and strength," and it is the practical I
‘ expression of the second great command, "2?hou shalt 

llove thy neighbor as thyself."
I Thus in proposing social service we are not 

1 
(advocating any fanatical or revolutionary measures,-

I, only in so far as the Gospel in revolutionary in its 
ji
"tendencies. But we are advocating the application of 
I.
[the truths in which Christians have professed to be- 
Jlieve for two thousand years. Ex. President Taft in 

I,speaking of social service says: "If the new social 

ijOrder means a society improved, rejuvenated and re- 

jformed by the fusion into society of a stronger curren 

jof brotherly love, by a halting id the devotion of our 
I
-(entire energy to material development and the accumula 

’tlon of wealth and capital by a diversion of much of 

:that energy to helping along, through sane and whole- 

.some measures, those who have fallen behind in the 

‘industrial race, by an awakening of the sense of re- 

^sponslbility of all for each; and -a striving in the 

.'SOuZhs of men of a stronger spirit of service to the
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,1
.1 state and all the people, then such new social order

‘ should oommaad the heart felt approval, the sincere 

‘ effort and the cordial self-sacrifice of every lover ii
I' of his kind.” And it is just this that we mean hy

social service.

11

1

1

Service

Having now seen the meaning of the term ’’Sociaij 
I 

” let us now look at the purpose of this paper.'|
I

Through the various social service organization^

of our churches we have heen- trying to establish a new. 
social order among men. This has met with only varying 

degrees of success. The changing attitudes of men ! 
Involves a long process, but still great strides in j 

^advance have been made. It was early seen that if the^ 
.( li 
I program was to be carried out there must be a long ;

J process of education. And-it is here that the Sunday !

school becomes so vitally related to the subject of
4 . - 1
,j social service. |

I

■’ The Sunday school has long stood as the eduoa- i
;i !
Jtional and the training institution of the church and ! 
jof religion. But the great practieal value of such ar!

*' institution has only recently been realized. In the ;
*' II
J, last few years tremendous strides have been taken in |

this direction. The old uniform system of lessons
Il 'which made the child the mere recipient of a system or!1 . _ 1- I ■

t



I formulated, truths has been replaced, by the new graded. iI
I system which places the needs of the child first and I

; attempts to suit the lesson to those developing needs*' 
!

I, The purpose being to prepare the ahild. more fully for 

ilife. j
1' ’Along with this larger use of the Sunday school!
II ji
j! we propose to present the social service program, withj!
j the idea that the Sunday school is to prepare the pupiljL
■ . I
5 for the wori of life. The Sunday school is thus made
{
' not merely an institution for the purpose of teaching

i the principles and the truths of religion but it be-
I comes an institution where the practical application

I of these truths is taught. W. Norman Hutchins in his i 
f*. ij; book, ’’Graded Social Service for the Sunday School”, | 

fsays: "The purpose of Social Service in the Sunday I 

|i shhool is to socialize the young people, to develop | 

1 their povi^ers of sympathetic imagination and friendly ■ I I 
j co-operation; and this it does by promoting, enriching* 

: vitalising genuine personal relations with other j 

jj groups. " ji 
p ■' 
! Thus it is the purpose of this discussion to
I show the need of teaching social service or the prac- !'

!^tical application of Christianity in the Sunday school; 
. - * ['the b^est method_ of presenting, this teaching and the •



6

(I
presults that may he obtained by such a program.

!( It will be seen in the very beginning that sue'
r a discussion must deal largely with theory. Dr. Geor, •i

A. Coe says: ’’It is a new field and work must be 

'Speculative. Results cannot be rapid nor guranteed.” 

is very similar to the reconstructive process now 

ling on in the system of public education- Very few I 

.nday schools have put such a program into operation | 

.d those that have cannot give us absolute data be- I 

’ cause their plans are too new as yet to see the 

;pj[aotical outcome of them.



1

The Importance of Teaching Social Service.
{

, 1. Prom the Social Standpoint. ,

1 That there is great need of teaching social ’’

’ service is seen by simply glancing attsociety. It

J does not take a very deep look into the structure of j 

, society today to assure one that there is something ?
b 

wrong somev/here. We see inequalities, injustices and | 
r 

oppression on almost every side. We .have classes in fi

our land which are growing more and more distinct i

„ year by year. Some are born into homes where they

have every advantage imaginable, while others are l 

i', born into homes where they have no advantages, and Vj 

!i many of these are even cursed with a physical body I 
1. \ 

which prevents them from ever becoming normal members

of society. ,
'* i!

There are many things which have combined to i

I foem such a condition as at present exists. Many of 

4 the Inequalities and injustices are the outgrowth of [i 

|1 our industrial system, which is built upon the sur-
1! It 

j‘ vival of the fit. And still other conditions are due i, 

it to the. old but true' fact that sin ever destroys man- | 

' hood, decreases ability and wrecks its punishment upoi; 
I I 
I the children of the third and forth generations. As j



to what ind-ividual. class or institution is -hlaraed for 
h

* li’ this condition of affairs depends upon the viev; of the

' one who is making the accusation. Of the one thing | 
j‘ all seem to agree and that is that things are not as i 
f ' ’!
. they should he. As to causes and remedies there are

‘‘1 differences of opion. ’!
The one autstanding remedy which has been jj 

applied to all such condition^ through out the cen- «

u turies has been that
•I
3 tinguish at the very 
i;

social service. The
Ji

of charity. We must clearly dis-- 

beginning between charity and 

one is .not the other. Charity 

may and has been given through out the years without i
I* * « I
11 stimulating that feeling of sympathy or of brother- j 
!' I
f hood. On the other hand it rather tends toward '
ii ' f

separating the helper from the one hfelped by emphas-
'• ' i;
i izing the gulf which separated them. Social service

on the contrary tends to bring the helper and the one‘i 

J, helped together on the plane of .common brotherhood.

|: Charity does not aim at the removal of the conditions J

■ it simply proposes to aGcept things as they are found* 

;| and make the best of them, by attempting to allay ghe ’ 
(j *(

suffering for the time being. But social service ,i
* 1
! attempts to remove the cause and prevent the recurrano'e 

>! . I
1 of such conditions in the future. W._K. .Hutchins says:



9C
I’ ’*I* 1}
P

- - - - • r -I' t
i’ "Spclal service involves infinitely more than merely ;

' engaging in cLisirable philanthropic endeavors, fforthj'I I,
; of our interest as they may be, serving the poor, it
' taking flowers to the sick, making games for little ‘

' children are not the heart of social service. All ]

ji such activities are only means to an end, and only as ;j
!. they are directed to and realize' that end, which is
V llII 1' 

the socialisation of those participating in them, mayj

’ they be regarded as social service-... .Where these (■>' <
[■ values are sought and in a measure, at least, attained, 

. we have participation in social service....To set t

’ young people at philanthropic tasks is not, by any ' 
!’ <
f means, the same as engaging in social service only ‘

i: vzhen their social activities mediate the process of •
I I
their own full socialization.” '!

It is at thi6 point that there is a difference J' t
of opion. Some claim that the principles of social

service should be applied while others claim 

charity is all that is needed.- bf one thing 

to be agreed and that is that if the feeling

that
I

all seem i1 
of Uni- ;

versal Brotherhood could be established we would be 

t much better off,- and this is the contention of

i social service. But there are those who refuse to 
i
ii take, tlie^nec_essary_ steps to bring this abqut .because
ti!■
Ii

a 
4
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I 
they claim it is impossible add impractical. It is I

thus to break down this feeling of prejudice which *•
fl 

exists that we desire to teach the principles of | 
I 

social service. If we are to right the wrongs of
'1 
I 

society we must train the future generation to a sensei
5 

of their responsibility for their fellows. i5
Ex-President Taft said concerning this: ’’Howeve^ 

different the resultant purpose of society may be from!* 

the sum total of the tendencies of the individuals j 

composing it, no one has yet demonstrated that the hope 

for the future progress of society is not finally * ( 
dependent on the elevation of the individual, on his * 
sense of responsibility, on his ideals, his willingneslj 

to make self-sacrifice to reach them, and of all the j

,predential virtues that actual struggle with obstaclesj 
j’of life develops. Therefore in considering any pos- i

sible new social order, we must give persistent i
I 1}

attention to the improvment of the individual and to *!
h 5;

I the study of existing human nature as we know it in thfe
I 

^very praetival problem of stimulating him to make !

‘himself better.”
II I

That we may bring this stimulus into society :

;;social service should be taught; and further, as has 

j;been suggested before, it shQuld be taug^ht si) as._to_ _ j 



i
! 1 r - -S’ - — — . — ' - - li. u J
prevent the prejudices which come with the later years! 

. I
‘ of life. When an individual has reached middle life j 

he is unwilling to accept new ideas and institutions, ‘
I 1

,, hut rather does he cling to the past and attempts to !

(justify it. It is because of this that so many good i 
'persons,- yes Christians,- have opposed social service^

; It is for this reason that these principles should he

[I taught both in principle and in practice during the ij 
J , ‘1
developing years of the life of the Individual, j

I Rev. P. M. Crouch, Field See. of the Social j

*i Service Commission of the Protestant Episcopal church.; 
i i
f states well this problem when he says: "When ?»e con- ;

S’ Sider the peohlem of the education of grown-ups for f 

social service v/e are confronted at once with a two jj

.5fold difficulty. In the first place we are obliged to<j 

jlover come the anti social or unsocial traditions of 
I
^culture and of life which have too long prevailed and.

■in the second place the ingrained indifference to the ' 

iwelfa're of society at large which results therefrom." j
1

, Thus is there a demand from society itself for '!

‘the teaching of social service. Society cannot be •> 
I ' li
jwhat it ought to be without these principles being put] 
I !(
.into operation; and such a condition can he brought 
i ;

Jabout only by a systematic ^temp.t at instructing thef" * ‘ ............................... 'j I
: ' i' 

11

I
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jin the fo'rmation of character is, as a matter of fact,!

the influence of cpncrete, human actually observed 

youth in them. George A. Coe says: "The chief factor 

’beings in action. This is the way that bad character
I
js formed; it is the way good character is formed. A 

.boy acquires his standards of business dealings chief- r 
:iy from actual business operations that he observes, r
liand especially those that he'participates in....What
J
j’moral education can do to promote discrimination -by 

‘’turning the pupils attention to phases of life that r 

•knight be over looked, or to causal connections that .J 

!are not obvious; and extend the range, and determine the

Sfocus of the educative r-Sterial by: (6.) Introducing the 
!
Ipupil to historical and imaginative personages, and
Jfb) Organising the school life so that its present 

jjfunctions shall themselves be morally educative." j 

j; Society is educated "by these contacts of life ’ 
jiand for this reason if there is to be any decided ad- j 

tvanoe mede there must be a higher order of contacts ' 

ijestablished which will give the coming generation , 
H i
fjhigher ideals. Such a higher order of contacts can be| 

Sformed only as we teach the youth the principles and j 
1 I
’(the practice of social service. "Apart from the { 
fjorganiwffd church," says ?rof. Rauschenbusch,^^the ;



*: religious spirit is a factor of incalcnable power in i
5 I’the making of history. In the idealistic spirits that;
J '
" lead and in the masses that follow, the religious '
‘i 1
spirit always intensifias thought, enlarges hope, un- , 

" fetters daring, evokes the willingness to sacrifice,
< !
t-and gives coherence in the fight. Under the warm ! 
I-
Ij breath of religious faith, all social institutions be

come plastic. The religious spirit removes mountains

and tramples on impossibilities. Unless the economic 
:> 
.1 and intellectual factors are strongly reenforced by

religious enthusiasm, the whole social movement may 

prove abortive, and the New Era may die before it 

comes to birth.” Society itself therefore in order 

to promote its best and highest development demands

■that social service be taught to the future genera-
t
'tions.

1’2. From the Psychological Standpoint.

*] Not only does society call for such instruction
t ■j
,aB we have proposed, but the very structure of the .

i'individual demands it. If the individual is to be-

pcome the most efficient member of society he must be j 
[taught not only the principles but also the practice I 

r ’ ! of social service. The trouble is not so much that we’
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IT - - - - 'j.

{have failed to teach these great principles, for the S

church has been standing for these through out the iI 1
jages; hut she has been standing for them as beliefs -i
)1 *1jionly and too little emphasis has been placed upon the ! 
‘I 1kpractice. i

It has only been recently that v/e have come to j
'■ i/the place Hhere we discovered that beliefs v/ere of i
s I
value only as they effected life; and the only v/ay to 

ijestablish a belief is to put it into practice in life. !

Wo learn not by taking in but by giving expression to ij 

ja thing. The child learns best not by hearing but by I: 
> P
jdoing. The study of the lesson in the school room is j 
i f
all very well but it needs the recitation to fix the J 

’ I'truths in the minds of the pupils. The real purpose of 
jthe recitation is not to test the pupil nor is it |

imerely a means of allowing the teacher to see how much t 

‘the pupil knows; but the real purpose is to firmly fixjj 
Jthe truth of the lesson in the mind of the pupil and J 

'this can be done only by allowing him to give it him- ;| I 
i '<'self. In the labratory the pxtpils learn by putting 

'into practice the theories they have heard in the
, I
iclass lecture or that they have read in bookd. So doe^ f
[the same principle apply to the individual who is to ; I ,

Jibe, taught how to life jand, how to best relate his life I



.1 'I
'I . .!
? ' '
: to the society into which he must enter and do his !
! I
, work, je may teach him the principles of brotherhood ,

[until he reaches maturity but he will never really
' :l
j learn them until he puts them into practice for him- 

self. ii

But the results are fast more serious than that i

I he merely fails to learn the principles; for the

§ results of teaching without giving a chance for ex-
» I

1.pression results disastrously to the pupil. Prom the
i.
I* study of psychology we find that there is always a
[danger in stimulating the sensory nerves without giving 
I
I a chance for there to be a motor response. In other

[words to excite the feelings ot the emotions of an J
I

individual without giving a chance for the motor re- »
I*
‘sponse is dangerous, Fanatical cults result from

I Just such stimulae. iVhen the emotILdns are stirred is
I
'the psychological time for action, but to delay this

action or motor response brings about a morbid and •
Ii I
I unnatural state which in the end allows the emotibons ! 
t i
land feelings to develop to a fanatical state or else i

’crushes them altogether as well as hardening them 
I
'against all such stimulae that produce such emotions

? I

;iand feelings. The social service gives such a re- 
LsjJQjiQe for the, religipu^__emQtions. and by so. doing, . _ _
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e
'i prevents fanaticism and brings about a healthy and i 
ii
inatural development of the spiritual as well as the

J social life of the individual.

J Along this same point Brof. Weigle saysj "The 
.j
liman who has the ennobling thought and has felt its
I
}impulsive power, but has let'it remain fruitless, will 
it
be liable afterwards to let that same thought come and

go before>Kis mind without ever issuing into action.J
I He may detain it in attention, and chetish it in warm 

'devotion - inside;- but It is impotent to make him a [ 

^better man. The crowning counsel then to secure I 

j, strength and efficiency of will is to act....Act de- 

ijcisively and promptly when you have once decided what 

* is right. Seek opportunities to apply in actual j

I doing the things you believe....Do not exhort your

fj class abstractly without giving them concrete things 

jto do; do not eill them with general truths of mor- 

j allty and religion without helping them to realize 

ithose truths in life and service. Otherwise you run 

|the risk that your teaching itself may make the means 

:of salvation impotent In their future life."

! Another reason‘why this should be taught is, as 
t
jhas been suggested before, to cause a natural develop- 

iment on the part of^the pupil .an^pa^^ent^ the ^fanatical



|trends of which we have 

ijis not this natural and

had far too much. Where 

sane development "brought

Jby teaching both theory and practise we have the

^'dividual in later life attempting to solve life’s

there| I 
about I 
1.-!

1' 
!>

;problems but the solution he offers is usually biased ’ 

‘ by his personly views. Such are .unable to see the | 
I. 'I
jiproblem in a fair Ijght which is necessary for one *
!' !
I if he is to do constructive work. This is true not
only of the ignorant’but of the educated as well. Thel

I ■ !
{•prejudice, the bias and the fanaticism are seen in »
I i
{both classes of society and the cause lies largely in » h }
ithe fact that they have not been trained in the art j

t
I of living and of relating themselves properly to j| 
1 ”
Itheir fellows. I

To educate the child along social lines causes

a natural development and thus prevents fanaticdl 

go to either extrem,e on the social serviceliable to

W. H. Taft says of this: "It results in sue h

exhibitions as we have had from the Indepen- 

iquestion.
*
•informing

5dent Workers of the World, with their motto of ”Ko 

jiof the religious spirit, with the high ideals that
i’
•Icollege educationJorings,_ we must uhlte. clear -thinking-

tendencies later on in life. If not so trained he is

[flag, no God, no country”...Therefore with the ferver 
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This is.

met in Christianity.

I*

I'and sanity if we would accomplish good and make a new
I
jjBOOlal order that will mean progress.” 

The Bible teaches brotherly love through out its! 

jwhole. When Christ was -asked for the greatest command- 

jmeut, he said that it was to love God and your neigh- 
(Lor. He placed the love for your neighbor as almost I

jS. Prom the Religious Standpoint.
,1
‘‘ Social service should be taught from the social |
'’standpoint and from the psychological standpoint and 

Fin the third place it should-be taught from the relig- j 
>i
ijlous standpoint. Religion, t'hat is Christianity, 
iidemadds it. The teachings os social service embody th^

'very heart of the Christian religion, and thus if we j 
fare to- teach religion at all we must teach the social i| 
1’
|message. ”Ho civilization,” says Dr. George E. Vincentj 

ji”can survive without idealism, without noble purpose, j 

without devotion and if need bp sacrifice. The spirit-j 

ual needs of today can never be satisfied with any rel-j| 
f;igious conceptions which do not make vivid and convin- | 

^cing the brotherhooh of man, which do not exalt a God I 
1'
jWho is concerned with the whole social order."

the demand that men make upon religion today and we ( I 
;find that this demand is



*

ijeqTial in importance to loving God. He almost in the
I «
[same sentence coisinanded that we love "both Hod and our 
I
[fellow men. But to love our fellow men means some- 

jthing more than mere teaching or belief. Love must he 

[esprpssed or it ceases to he love. It is through the

5 social service program that this love for our fellows
i 
tis to he given expression. Without such expression 

our religion can never spread nor can it ever develop 

in the soul of the individual; it can only carry on a i 

lingering death.

1 The great purpose of Christianity and of rellg-

jion in general is to huild character. It is not to 
t
iestahllsh belief in a certain 'dogma, nor primarily to

jestahllsh belief in the Bible, nor Ife it the purpose 

ijmerely to gain a confession of 

iindividual, but it is to huild 

faith on the part of the

character. To build

^character means more than simply belief or instruction

ICharacter can never he rightly established without 

a

[instruction and knowledge, hut this instruction must
' ! 

jtwork itself out through life or it' is valueless. The j 
I *

I life- must give expression to its principles of knowr.

ledge and of religion or else no character is formed.

The social service program gives opportunity for this 

§.^d tbug.,^becomes a vital Reman'd pXrXSii&iPJU

fI 
I

t*

19 .



i , "Getting the heart right accordingly must he un-^ 
( I
iderstood ap filling the will with a definite social [ 
• !
■content." (George A. Coe.) The right actions will j 

not always follow the attaining of a right heart unlesi
II
lithe meaning of that right heart has been fully taught 
It he person. Religion is not a. thing that cah he sep-

(
[arated from life. Too many Christians today do the 

jsocially unchristian things because they were taught 

jjthat Christianity v/as only of the heart. It is true 

■ithat it is the supreme business of the chUrch to securf 
tjthe dAclsign or the surrender of the life of the in-
I

’[dividual t,o Christ; but the duty Of the cZnurch does not 
ji
jstop there. There is that larger duty of instructing 
}'
'jthe new convert in the meaning of that life surrender

•t'o Christ. As Rev. George T. Webb has well said: "The 
1’Supreme business of the church is to secure the sur-
s

irender of the’individual life to God, so that there

|Will be a fision of the lifd of God with the soul of 
Lan, and then to effect the culture of that resultant 
I
jnev/ life in all of those moral activitiescthat will 

■adequately express the temper, trend and quality of

ithe nev/ life of the regenerated individual."

Thus must practice and belief be welded into 
[qne_ V^„orjer to form the true Christian. JTe have had

1



I
jfa'r too long theoone sided development of the Christ- ' 
i|ian life, which has resulted in unchristian conduct and 

I a misrepr.esentation of Christianity "before the eyes of J 

men. Hev. P. M. Crouch says: ’^The mo,st effective 

[.method of education is perhaps work itself... .Let tlte •

.worker received merely elementary instructionwho has

methods of social service go out and do something

for the

Emulate methods of accomplishing it

community and society at large, And he j

jin the
i: . n ^actual

•iwill begin to see the nature of his task and to for-

j'
ii Christianity then must not ohly he expressed in
!^he life and the actions of the followers hut- it can 
Si

ihest he learned hy heihg practiced. In other, words 

jthe best way to learn to be a Christian is to practice 

being one. This is what Christ meant when he said:

i”If ye do my will ye shall know the doctrine ’’ Re­

ligion, or Christianity, then demands that social 
|i
'.service he taught for two reasons: first, because the 

5.practii?e of it involves the very heart of the Christ- ;
i, • t!

iian message, and secondly, because it is the best and •
r " i
’only sure way of learning to be a Christian. ;
1 I

i George E. Vincent well summed up the matter '
I I
.when he said: ’’Our life tofrether under modern condi-
i Ijjtions impresses upon us social solidarity. ’Ve realize!
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*that we are our ‘brother's keepers, that the personality 
i* i
■jOf each Is bound up with the community, ‘iVhen this ,
11 5
•'conviction becomes vivid and stirs the emotions, when i 
i! " i'II ‘I
j|God is thought of not as interested in persons only 
ii ,
put in the whole social order, v/hen we think of society 

Jas a means by which God's purposes may be worked out 5 
jjin the world, when each one sees himself a co-operatorj 

bin the inspiring enterprise of building a new Jerusa- |

■lem that shall be realized in this world, then religion 

.becomes a social bond as well as a personal experience "
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I

I i’

;L  I'
I The Sunaay School the Strategic Blace for ‘

i the Teaching of Social Service, J
S i
[i We have seen that it is necessary thai we have J
i-
litraining along social service lines, it is now our 

l^duty to see where this training is to he given. It is 

•evident that such training must come from the church j 

'or some religious organization. V/e might think that : 
.1
'!the public school would he the proper place for such i 
a {
Cinstruction hut such can nevdr h^, because it, being ! 

Fan institution of the state, must ever reflect the
^public opinion. So before such a publid institution ! 
i‘ I
ijcan ever take up such a task the public must be ed- .

23

i’uoatei and inspired. And this inspiration and enthu- 

’isiasm for the progress and the enlightenment of men

,jmuBt ever come from the institution of religiqh. Even 

■the home is inadequate for such instruction because of 

jthe limited nature of the institution. It comprises 

jonly a limited nimher of social contacts. It must 

ithen he the church or the representative of religion I I
that must do this work. ’*In the struggle for the

elevation of the individual, for the making of the 

'ihetter man, making the stronger man to do the right 

,'and reject the wrong, to see his duty and accept it 
‘I

I

I 
i 
ii 
ll 
H 

1 
i (

I.
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and overcome temptation, religion and education are '
I 

‘the highest instrumentalities that we know....It is 1 
[| i
jenough for my purpose to say that in the workaday I

‘^world, in the average defects of human nature among ®* »ls
[men and women as we know them, true religion and an I 

■[underlying sense of responsihility to* the prevalence I 

i'of real morality and the promotion of self-restraint ■ 
I'
..and the exhibition of self-sacrifice by its indivi- 
i!
I duals so as to make society possible and useful to 

ji mankind. ” f VZ. H. Taft.)
I How then is the church as the representative ! 
i( I
jjof religion to carry on this work? It is very evident! 
I !
[that the best method of influencing men is by the i
I I
[influence exerted upon the child life. It is a true j 

isaying that the child of today is the man of tomorrow.} 
lit is almost Impossible to rnake any perceptable change 

[or transformation in the life of adults. A few may | 
i s
.be changed but not enough to influence the vzhole. ! 
^The child, however, is pliable and can be moulded as t 

I 
i[we will. If, then we are to Implant a new idea or ;

■'principle into the lives of men it is well for us to . 

■begin v/ith the child of today and thus jnake our impress

on the man of tomorrow. Thus is it important that 

social service be taught in_th^3unday school. j
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Prof. Stratton in his boolc. The Psychology of
*1

•-the Heligious Life, says: "There seems good, reason to

''think that feeling is the more primitive thing and.

contributes more to the shaping of doctrine than does
’> I

pure logic and the intellect....Conviction comes large-j 

^y in answer to feeling father, than from premisses I 

which later are found to support it." ^f the love of j 

lour fellow men and the belief that we are serving God |j 

best when we are serving them, and if the feeling that jl I: P 
Sall men are bound together and we are responsible for j 
I' J 
.the success or the failure of each other, if such J : >■ ' 11 
feelings as these can be implanted in the youth, then
I 'I 
these feelings and emotions will be the forces which *1 i I 
liater on in life will shape the policies, doctrines i
j -I 
and act-ions of the life. The Sunday school thus forms | 

(the strategic place and institution for the implanting'! 
i'of all of these feelings and emotions. ]

b Social service as we have seen involves two '1 
f- I 
(things; first, the instruction in principles, and

(second, the putting of those principles into practice.

frhe Sunday School

{the performing of i,
The Sunday

/of the church and

forms the one strategic place for 
I

both of these lines of work.

school is the educational department
of organized religion. It is graded i 



jby departments and classes. Piipils of a like age and j 
I sex are grouped together. ■This makes, from an educa- i 

Jtional point of view, an excellent opportunity for thel 
1^̂ •implanting of truths both new and old. This, so far 
jjas organized religion is concerned, is the strategic 

pplace for the implanting of belief, of instruction in 
1 
[doctrine and for the training of the individual through 
I I
lout the whole course of his developing life. So does [ , I
iIt also become the strategic place for>the instruction 
r
iln the principles of social service. It deals with t
;the individual in all the stages of his development . i 
i I
'and under conditions best fitted for instruction. »

!* (
But not only is the Sunday school the strategic] 

place for the teaching of social service from the ]

J educational point of view but it is also the strategic 

I place because of the w,ay the Sunday school is organ­
ic ' Ijized for the practice of social service. It represents 
[not only the educational institution of the church but 
f
I also the acting or organized serving agency of the 

iChurch. With the various grades and classes each orga|i 

sized MthUheitself we haveha superbeorganization for 
t i
1‘the doing of social service. And as we have seen «
it5before the best way to learn is by doing.

In the Sunday school is found the ’’espirit de »
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j

.corps,” the spirit of the crowd, whi^h dominates the l| 

jminds and actions of both the old and the young. V/e 
I
;do things not alone because we like to and because we 1

I 
[think they are right but also because others do the I 

usame. The Sunday school can take this spirit of the 

,'crowd as it is found in the members of the Sunday I 
i!
school and make it serve the Kingdom. It can shape j 

jthe feelings and thus the group actions as it sees fitii 
I

Each age and sex will express its social service 

!in a different way, and it should do so. The Sunday 

ischool takes care of this fact through its graded | 
farrangemeat and thus gives an outlet to the social ! 

■feelings of the Individual at each stage of his devel-^ 
? I
^‘‘opment. This makes the social service a natural part Ik
‘Jof the child’s growth an4 not a something that is 
:i ' ■
.forced upon him from' outside his own nature.

! .Again the Sunday school can dominate the teach-

!ing and the practice of social service with intelli- 

igence. Our society today is full of radicals of all | 
■kinds, and these are alrgely due to a one sided devel- | 
I II I
iopment. By a wise and sane course of instruction on !
■ Il
it he part of the Sunday school both in theory and in ,

lipractiwe such radicalism can be prevented on the part 
It 1
lof the yo.uths._wlip_are_ at ^present. _forming_^'thelr^an~_,^__i



’jioeptions of life

''touch afforded httween the teacher and the pupil. The:

’'teacher occupies the place ofhhero to the boy or girl

[And after all it is the personality that influences a 

The Sunday school furnishes the strategic place

this reiationship can be used to the best ba­where

it touches those years where the life is mosticause

!of the’personality of the preacher in the winning of I
Ilmen

.life more than the teaching. We see this in the use 

Ij The Sunday school is also the place for the

;teaching of social sei'vlce because of the personal

Idoninated by personality. Opportunities <or service 

‘ar6 pointed out to the growing mind and aire not dis- 

•covered by it. The teacher must inspire and direct or

'point out. To inspire only would mean merely a pass- [ 
i! I
'ling emotion of love, sympathy or pity in the mind of 1

lithe pupil. Christ taught men by inspiring them and 
J ' i
ft hen sending them out to work. He sent out the twelve '

jand later the twenty.
‘I
:j If such supervision were not given to the
ii
^Isooial service training there would not be the con-

^structive work done that might be accomplished. The
!t !

{emotions are liable to be stirred and then the pupil > 
'' i
Jdesires to do big_thjngs_and_ If^not. w_ell directed will.l 

28



jatteiapt tasks that are impossible, and seeing their 

jimpossibility will becoBe discouraged. 7ise instruc-

■tion is therefore necessary both that the work may 

be constructive and that the effect upon the scholar 

may be for the best.

f

I By the taking up of the social service work the
r
Jsunday school can subsidize the human interests of the 

1‘Bcholar and t-ern them into progress toward the bring- 

jjing the Kingdom of Heaven here upon earth. These in­
ti 
jStincts are not foreign to the life of the individual 

but are natural. All they need is wise and sane de- 
t velopment,- development by instruction but most of 
‘jail by expression. The Sunday school presents the 

i!
tjinstrument best adapted to the performing of such a 

jtask.

I
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i The Requirements and the Langers of J
i ■!
I Social Service Being Taught in
i the Sunday School. J

I

» There are certain requirements which are necess-^ 
I ('I !|jary if such a course of training is to he carried on > 

jiin the Sunday school. In the first place it will re­

quire well trained teachers if the work ife to he done ; 

lin such a way as to produce permanent results in the 
f
Plives of the pupils. Instruction then in the princip-
|5
Iles of social service sl^ould he Included in the

(Teacher Training caurses so that the teachers may he 

Iprepared for this work. It is not so much that we 
1'
w.ed special lessons so lahled in order to teach this, 

11
.as we need to have the social service view point pre- i 

sented in the present lessons. It does not make much ' 

jjdifference whether this is presented under the title 

Jof social service or not. It is the spirit that gives 

jthe thing life; and it is the life that we desire and 

pot the mere label that it may carry. To have this 1 
I*

scholars depends upon the teacher.

Coe well states the need when he 

formost is the need that teachers 

social significance of the Christian

I

I*
f

spirit given the

: George A.
I
pays; "First and

should grasp the
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I1;

religion and then the hearing of it upon Sundg.y school 

jaims.” Special training along this line then should 

(he given in the teacher training course and also the 
i
■social significance of the lessons should he shownI
!the teachers who are to present the lessons.
I
I Another requirement which is made hy such a
I-
jcourse is that it he not forced into the class work as 

[something new and different. George T. Wehh says: 
i
ii^Many specialiaed subjects are lifted out of their

^relation to the other truth and so emphasized as to 
t!
jimake it offensive to persons who are more careful the
!balance and poise of thuth. The, subject should not he

divorced from its spiritual basis for then it would 

rhe separated from the tap rpot that gives it life. The 

jwhole subject of social service should be presented 
f
lin its relation to other truths that there claim

attention."

I Again, the social service should notlbe thrust

,into the studies of the class only periodically. By ; 
! ' ji'
!so doing the impression is given that it is something : 

If .
Ijapart from or added to the Christian life. The actual |
Il .
^practice of social service may he emphasized at certain 
iitimes more than at others but the’social application J

40^^he=lfiBaqns and--the--emphasish-ng— of^hesje principles-;
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should be made to stand out clearly as a vital part i 

|of the Chrdstain message.
Ij And finally such training Require a graded !|

•and systematic course of study in social service. The, 
I I
‘adult and the child will neither express their social , 

11 

bfeelAngs the same; so that the same forms of expre.ssior 

(will not do for both. For example, the social service 
>1 I

’of the adult may find expression in providing coal for;

Ja poor and needy family, but such a task would be
,1
(^wholly out of place for the primary pupil. It is ; 

j,necessary therefore to have the work graded both in 

[the teaching and in the expression. The success of I 
; I
[the new graded system of lessons can well teach us the j 
1 {
Jfolly of striving to teach this important trufeh of [
I !

phristianity in any other way than the natural and
1 i:
(normal method of meeting the developing needs of the |:
i:
phild life. ,(

i* Thereare also certain dangers which accompany *
> >
such a course of training. To again quote from W. H. ’ 

Hutchins: ’’We face danger in social service in the i

jfact that the activities incident to it can so easily 

pecome an end in thftmsel'fes. IThen this occurs social 

Service degenerates into a form of social enjoymnet 

and the fine enthusiasm enkindled .fo_r_ altruistic.

j I

t. t

1 /
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ijendeavor spends itslef in the lust for pleasure." )'
*' |!iSThis is seen in the fads certain groups of society I 
li I'
ijhave had to go ‘’slumming" and to give charity fairs, I,

I' 
,,ba2zars and dances. All such as a rule do not aid i' 
It j
I5in the least in socializing the individuals, because [ 

lithe altruistic side has been lost sight of in the ■ 
jl j
^pleasure of the event. The thing has become an end i 
t * r! 
jrather than a means. ;i
■ ' This is seen again in many of the collections J 
! ! 
^which are taken for benevolent and missionary purposes.. 

S iiThe raising of the money- is made an end in place of t •j
■'a means. Par less emphasis should be placed on the 

amount raised and far more upon the thing for which

it is being collected. If the pupil is inspired with [
I 

jthe social feelings and a need is presented to him in j 

la sane and intpaiigent manner he will respond to it jj 
to the best of his ability; but if he is: merely urged j 

to give so that a certain amount may be reached he il 
, ii 
may give liberally for awhile but the reaction from j

iisuch will do far more harm than the money he did give , 
ii :
i’dld good. Systematic instruction must ever proceed i 
{
Jan appeal both for the giving of money and for the

.giving of service. The problem in such training is I
1'•to -keep-t-he—proper-end in viev/ and to-make the means- '- 
i ■ ;I
I I
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’  J
f^oth reach the end of helping another and also of I 

^developing the social instinct in the pupil. j

Another grave danger is that the Sunday school ■' 

which starts upon such a course^ of t?'aining will he 
I
^carried away with it and go to such an extreme as will 
!
pause a reaction which will he harmful and which will 
I
take years to overcome. Also there is danger that

tolasses and departments will overlay in their work and 
I
(thus cause over helping in some cases while other neede 

p.re neglected. For this reason it seems that there 

(should he some body or committee which should have this 
J
jVzhole matter in control. This committee should he in 

yery close touch with all of the other charitable 
b
'organizations of the city. There might he a Sunday 
I

’sc-hool social service committee which should keep in

34

itouch with the work and indirectly direct it. Sugges- 
itions could he made by this committee to the various 
[!
hlasses and departments, of things they might do. But

jpare should he exercised that the suggesting was done i
ji !
in such a way as not to take away the individual '
I' !
initiative of the class or department. 1

: There is another danger in the sending of young

people to help in settlements, to teach night school
I

„ind. such work.__ The. lack of appreciation_of_the _ _ _  
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seriousness of the task on the part of young person 

I
1

5

will often do more harm than their work will do good.

(The one v/ho takes such a piece of work merely as a 
^diversion or a novelity and does not go at it faith- 

!fully and seriously will do vastly more harm than 

Igood. The serious siA© of such work should be pre- 

i »

‘isented and all volunteer workers should be asked to J 

jjsubscribe to the following requirements: first, worker? 
{‘ ! ijmust be regular in attendance and reliable; secon^L, 

‘'they must be proficient; third, they must be endowed 
S
,with patience; fourth, they must be willing to submit 

to the authority of the leader of the institution;'I 1
pflfth, there must be no criticism of the work done by 1 
fthe institution or by the work of the paid workers 

of theinstitution; sixth, there must be co-operation

**and the true Christian spirit shown.

j' Possible the greatesttdanger attendant upon

‘ such work in the Sunday school in the possibility

jof It developing in the pupil a patronizing spirit, 
^he duty of helpfulness is shown and the needs of the 

'one who is to be helped are. portrayed. I'here is then 

‘a danger tliat the helper will get the idea that he 

(is better thah the one helped and so the service is 
[

. yjeaderea^with a _pat roni2ing_ ajx__su_c_kAS-_-.Sir launfjal
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I used as he scornfully tossed the gold to the begging ]

jleper as he proudly rode from the castl^. Great care S
J must he taken that such an attitude as this is not 

E «I developed. Rather should we seek to show that, i

' ’’Hot what we give hut what we share,- j

[ for the gift without the giver is hare;

who gives himself with his alms feeds three,-

I- Himself, his hungering neighbor, and Me.”
I'

W. B. Hutchlsn says; ’’The philanthropic activities

|tv/hich spring from impulse are more liable to produce

|j priggishness than those which take place as the
!i
natural and the culminating issue of a well arranged

il iti system of instruction.” This gives us added need

1 for a graded system of instruction as well as a

’supervised one. Mr. Hutchins again says:”The dangers 

which attend social 'service in the Sunday school 

arise from a failure to use d technique adequate to

I the task. If social service meant nothing more than 
8
,, relieving need and entertaining young people it would 
{*
J call for little beyond routine and common place
8 methods. The difficulties which are encountered are
II
: due to the loftiness of the ideal which social ser- 

‘vice sets itself and their solution lies in a full
Ii recognition of the essential nature of that end and



in the eEiplnyment of scientific methods hy leaders 

ivzho have "been seized hy the spirit of Jesus Christ."
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I A Eii'o^ram of Graded Social Service

for the Stinday School.

B One of the first things necessary in ^Qlacing a

jsysteniatic program of social service in the Sund.ay 
I 
"school is to discover the various opportunities for 
s
jjsocial service which are offered in that community.
J
Such opportunities will varry in different places.

■The country and the town sehoSls present vastly dif- 

:ferent fields. Each should therefore study its own 

[field and discover there the field for its labor.

Hr. Hutchins groups these objects of social
I
[Service under five heads as follows: 1. Animals,-

J"All children should be taught to enter into sympa­

thetic relationship with all forms of life about them. 

!}....Such sympathy and interest eah best be developed 
} 
through kindly efforts for the welfare of animals."

I 2. Babies and older children,- "There may be

ieither orphans of half-orphans, sick dependent or 
[neglected."

. 3. Unfortunate families,- "Families overtaken
I 
by misfortune and in need of sympathy and friendliness
I 

(‘appeal strongly to young people and call for forms 

{Jof assistance quite within their powers. The more 



jcomp'lez. problems of relief wlich arise in connection 
Jv/ith intemperance, vice and habitual shiftlessness 
1!
j,should not be introduced before the college years. 
ii
fCaring for needy families affords a fine opportunity

jto correlate the social service of children and of 
I
■parents and as far as possible advantage should be

itaken of this opportunity... .Through this unification 
I
’the great end of social service is facilit&ted and it 
becomes possible for the family as a whole to ally 
1
[itself with another family in reciprocal social

relations."
'I
i; 4. The aged,- ”In private homes, alms houses, 
I
‘old peoples homes and homes for incurables there are 
jfeany old people who need the light add cheer and good 

spirits which belong to the buoyancy of youth

! 5. The local and missionary work of the church

[/’There is not a better way to heighten their appre- 
P
Iciation of the church as a social institution than to 
(1 
lengage the young people, especially in their adoles- 
icent years, in appropriate efforts to promote its 

(purposes. Through such participation in the life of 
fche church there will come to them an enlarging sense 
jof the multiplicity and variety of endeavors which 

make up the content of ordinary„church ,w.ork...AS. 
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I likewise exceedingly important to enlist the young I 

people in the enterprises of the church, for this will 
constitute their affiliation with the distinctively 1

I 
cSiigious advance of the Kingdom of God." 1»

2he social service of the Sunday school will 

’naturally fall around around certain special days of 

;the year. And these special occasions should be made (I
Imuch of by every Sunday school. To again quote from | 

:?/. IT. Hutchins: ”At Thanksgiving nothing better can jj 

[be done than to provide good dinners for needy families 

•A whole department 'should act as a group, assuming I 

'.Jresponsibillty for as many families as they can manage J

...let it fee said again with all emphasis that no 
[effort should be spared to bring the young people into 
ijsome reciprocal relations v/ith the families.’’

' "Christmas permits and calls for more personal 

had taken gifts. This was a fine expression of the

'forms of giving than Thanksgiving. So the Christmas i 
j^ift should be a group gift to another group,.. .Nothing 
r * 
}.is more interesting to kindergarten children than to 

fehrp.stmas sjJirit^^ andJ:he_gpjoJ,_lim^e_4^py_h_a^J.j3_making,L
I
I

.provide and trim a Christmas tree for other little 
s
‘{folks... .One year a class of boys spent the whole of 

f
bhristipas afternoon playing with the boys to whom they 
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[it a merry Christmas for others lias never been forgdt-

Iten by those boys.”

i ”Easter suggests flowers and any special service
r
ivery naturally will take advantage of this suggestion.

(If plans are mede in the fall, at the time for plant-

I’ing bulbs to bloom at Easter, this service may assume 
J

II'quite extensive proportions and be made a very beau- 

‘tiful expressive activity. The planting should be

(done by the children themselfes and if the basement of 
I
jthe church is available, so much the better. Let the
i
[bulbs open in the spring in the kindergarten room, so 

ias to be ready for Easter Sunday, arid then be carried 

^by the children to the Easter service and left on the 

[pulpit, to be taken later to the aged or sick or to 

jisome appropriate institution.”

I '’Children’s Day should be devoted to some form

Lof significant service for children. In one shhool 
Ethe birthday money of all the members of the school is 

Ebrought on this day and is used to give outings to 
I 
children from the congested districts of the city."

Other forms of social service are seen in such I
HSunday schools as the following, all of which are do­

ling a very constructive work along this line. Christ 
Ichurch, Chicago; Hyde Park Baptist church, Buffalo; 



iWinnetka Congregational church; and th© Bushwick Aye., 
iMethodist Episcopal Church of Brooklyn.

; We shall quote at length concerning the Sunday
1
school of the First Methodist Episcopal church of

I 
iBrasil, Indiana "both hecause of the new field wliich 
I 
ithey have opened Up and hecause of the constructive 

jwork which they have accomplished. The Western 

[SChristian Advocate of Jan. 13, 1915 has the following

I under the heading: ’’Social Christianity in the Brazil

Sunday School.” I
”In as much as ye have done it unto one of the

;ieast of these, ye have done it unto me, is the though 
I 
and prevailing purpose of the great Sunday school of

(Brazil Indiana. Christianity has been given such a 

ipractical appliep.tion there as never before attempted

land this designedly so....The first problem of the 
i

Icommunity toward which the spiritual and social energy 

'was directed was the problem of poverty and non-em- 
I 
ployment. The superintendent determined to deal con- 

1 
jStructively with the problem and in some fashion 

sdiminish the extent of poverty if possible. The city

iwas divided into sections, and the committees were 

|put to work to learn all the facts of the situation, 

^’information about each_family in need was _th©-.fiX’Bt__ 
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«
thing sought for. In this determination to discover 

[the cause o.r causes for the need there was given "both »
a social and a spiritual uplift as well as a physical.

I 
iSearly fifty people in the adult department of the

ischool v/ere placed on the committee, and very soon itI I
[’was found a most effective instrument against graft ;

• 
fand wrong intentions had been placed in the field. Anj 

J executive committee v/as organized, with the thought ofj 
{dividing ’the work for the purposes of administration 

!and also that there might he proper co-ordinhtion and

|avold duplication. Consequently the entire program

^was co-ordinated with all other interests in the 

^community that 7/ere in any degree serving the same 

ipurpose.

I Owing to non-employment, the first of the work !
i

[to he opened was a lunch room. This was in the main 
!
ia free lunch, largely Intended for the under nourished 
^children of the families of the poor. Transients were j
I
not permitted to make it a hoarding house. A committee 

pof three ladies from the adult department served each i
I

,. and every person coming for lunch was dealt with I

a-Christian was, with the intention of finding out I
)l !
t-all the facts about the home. The city co-operated [ 
l' I

_ JjwiXbJthQ_.&chO-Ol_aji^f.u^ishe^.empl£yment_on jthe streets,
I ■ I
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jfor such adults as were willing to pay for their sup­

school has "conducted as em­

ployment bureau for some time, and ^as a result many

’porblems were taken care

to date,

prequest was sent out, through the school, to the public

young men from the different classes of the

techool volunteered to work in the hospital and very 

soon a

in large numbers were also made by these young men.

All-these, both nev/ and repaired, toys were given out 

to the poor children where there was no chance af a 

preal Christmas because tff lack of work and sickness

have been served. The lunch offered good 

of. Over three hundred meals

plies. One class in the

great many toys were coming in. These were 

j^for all the discarded toys and broken dolls- About 

’twenty

imunity. The plan met with such general satisfactionI(
|that practically the whole city united in its support
!

iopportunity for a wise expression of the social spirit
n
:iin a fashion that met the greatest need of the com- 

‘ Another phase of the sork was thoroughly unique.
1lA toy hospital was opened in. the basement of the church
i *and manual training benches were installed, and a :l 

Iphe young men who had worked in the hospital were the 
!
s^e_young men who were__oalle^ ugqn o _de,lj..ver__th^tnys

repainted and put in first class condition. Hew toys 

I i
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■'to the poor children.
S!

Hundreds of toys were repaired by 

<: and many dolls were dressed by the girls 

iwere distributed to the poor children on 
I
’day. The enterprise was the occasion of 
I
i:men in the Sunday school finding a place

the boys, ?aid all these.1il
Christmas f

several young’

for their

I lives and giving proper expression to a social spirit 
i'
under a religious influence.

t

’’ However, the greatest part of the program of
'I

'social activities was that of the classes in their 

'Christmas offering. It was the plan of the superin- I 
’• i 
jjtendent to have each class as such have a part in the j 

ijcharity work of the school. Instead of a cantata, as ■
I I
I had always been the custom, each class was asked to j 
'bring its offering to the church and furnish, at the 11 

iStime of presentation, a nirober on an impromptu program^ 

j!A tremendous crowd gathered to see this most unique

'’king of a Christmas entertainment, and the offering
I

"as well as the program was more than could be expec- 

,ted. Never before in the history of the city had 
I
jthere been such an offering for the poor. Two classes

I![brought comforts made by their own hands. Another I
iclass brought stonkings and children’s clothing, and 

:the. great_aduIJCB.ible_clasB brought jsl^ht barrels of 
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,(flour. Every class was. represented and. had a part in !i
f ""the great offering. I^any people of the chity were
'! '
!; SO taken with the reasonableness of the program that I
11 '

ithe contributed toward the fund Independently and j
Il '’'When it was all tabulated it was discovered that there

*'was over fl,200 in cask and supplies for the use of 
i ’
'|the Sunday school relief committee. j

I The problem of wise administration of this f-
i
I amount was no saall task, but this was throughly J

I 
jimastered. There had been awakened in the school a j 

(great social passion and the problem of husbanding j 
I 1'
I this was equally as great as the problem of giving outj

II supplies and taking care of families in need in just .i
11 1
jthe right way. The problem was especially large when j! 
11 il
'it is taken jnto consideration that never before in
'the

i for
1

has

city

such

been

l^ad there been anything near the response

going on successfully, and the social passion.

work as at this time. The administration,

BO throughly Christian, is being wisely directed into

46

Channels of Community life.'’

■ The mere effect of this work did not end with j 

I'work of the Sunday school alone. The inspiration was i 

I,felt in practically all of the organizations of the i 
!.c,ity._^This_ is well shoTO^rom the following guotationfe 

, ’ • " I

•I
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'taken from the dally p&;^^r3of the city, 
f
I "The memhere of the' Tri .K^x^pa sorority, a societj 

! of well .known young ladies of this ‘City at a meeting* 
(
jlast night voted to make sheets and pilow slips to

!he furnished in cases of sickness where, they are need­

led. The young ladies believe that there are many 

.families in the city who do not have an abundant sup-

Iply of sheets and pilow slips, which are very essen- 

jjtial in cas.e of sickness, and they expect to fill 
jthiS want by furnishing the necessary linep. The 
t

young ladies' wfll carry on their work through the 

-physicians of the city and will ask the doctors to

^potify them when sheets and pilov/ slips hre needed in 

jcases of sickness."
*1

"Today the H. H. Ss M. Coal 06. donated the

j coal and the miners the digging and the drivers‘the 

^hauling of all the coal dug during the day. It is 

jexpected that fifty tons of coal will be mined today 

^and taken to the homes of the needy. All the coal 

|that can be dug today will be given to the relief I
-work, of the city."

j "Word came to the comraitjtee this morning announ.

cing the gift of a car load of coal from Mr. H. H»

-^Of tlxe -Xllay-^rdducts-Co ,~&f-.th-le?^



[city. This v/as a hancLsojne gift and the committee will
I
’find plenty of nse for it. About thirty sacks of i 
J
flour and twenty bushels of potatoes besides clothing 5 

jiand toys have been donated."

1
■'1. The Cradle Roll Department. J
3 ii
’ The social service teaching of the Sunday p
' J
^school can and should begin at the very beginning, ?

;even with the cradle roll department of the Sunday li
[school* The cradle roll is one of the most impcttant 8 

i' [departments of the school because you can not only j 

’’at that time find the fir’st cords to the life of the j

[Child but you can also reach the parents through the 1 
[child, especially if it be the first child in the S 
' 'i
|home. Here is afforded a fine opportunity for the J 

-training of parents in the bringing up of their child-J
,ren. Those who are visitors for the cradle roll should
1. J
,be if possible, mothers or some one with a knowledge J 
. *
I'of child life. Thus can suggestions and help be given i

Ithe mothers, In large communities a trained nurse 
jiwould bo a wonderful asset to the church and the 
li
IjSunday school to be employed certain days to visit the

^[children especially of the poorer families in the 

community, and to not only give them- help with a viewII



Il

! '
i "iI of enrolling them as members of the cradle roll but ’• 
; ' ii
to help them simply because they are God’s children, h 

!
j Some Sunday schools have organized in connec- |;
[' Iition with the beginners department what is knov/n as t I
(the mother’s cradle roll class. Here the mothers i

It j
Shaving babies too small to be put in a class can come ' 
! I
.;with them, and have a room to themselves where they ;I
ijWill not feel that they are disturbing every one else 
^should the baby cry. The teacher of this Qlags should 

;Jan elderly lady who can not only give the spiritual 

jadvice but can also aid in the solutions of the prob- , 
jlems which arise in the lives of the young mothers. !

j,Special meetings of this class may also be held at J
I which certain Christiijn doctors may be asked to |

address the class on some lino that will be

to the mothers. It might be well to have a 

ijdiscussion at the clase of the address.

These meetings of the mothers should

They should be neighborhood gatherings of the

^mothers. The Sunday school has in the cradle roll j

I'department a large field for the teaching and the '
i

’practice of social service. 1

helpful

general

be open to

•iall
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|3» The Beginners Bepartiflent.

j The great problem of the beginners departcinet

, is to develop unselfishness out of selfishness* The

I child comes to this department from the home where 
i‘ 
;all attentions possible have been shown him, and he

I naturally has little thought for anyone else.

i. - The teaching of social service to a pupil of 
t

’{this age must be made by relating their desires to
I'
jthe concrete experiences of their lives. And oppor- 

itunities for this relating must be made in the Sunday 
‘i 
“school. The child should here form the habit of >1
j’doing something for someone else,- plants, animals
ii 
or persons. They should here learn to inake others

1
'happy.
I
( Money means but very lettle to them when they 
!are asked to bring it. They cannot earn it and to

ihave it given to them to give many times does them 
[
imore harm than the money they give does good. The 
(
jOnly fconey taken in this department should be for very 

idefinite things and the children should throughly
I
'(Understand what these things are.
*1

Tar better than money is to have them learn to 
1
j'do acts of service themselves for others. The thing 

iigiven.may not be_o_f_Jinich_'^alue. but the. effect upon. the.

I 
I

t'
II 
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jilife of the child is of much more impottance. 
i
• There are manji helpful things, that the children

|iof this department may do which will develop the 
iisoqial service spirit within them. T^e following are 

tuggestionfe along this lifie: The care of plant and 
J
'Janiraal life;- they learn in the lessons of God’d care 

^for the plant and animal life and they can thus be- 
■tcome God’s helpers.- Urging them to be helpful in the 
.1
liome and to report such acts to the' teacher; fixing 

papers and cards to be. sent to sick’ scholars; making 
I
iscrap books and piqture books to be sent to sick or I
jto shut in scholars, to be sent to the mission field,

■to be sent to the children’s hospital; gifts- to other 
kindergartens or the day nursery; helping the frineds 

ji
[of the church such as the pastor or the janitor. 
!(

'3. The Primary Department. (
I The primary department offers a much larger 
j
'field for home missionary service than the beginners 

[department. The habit of missionary activity should 

be started here. But very little foreign missionaryM
I
'activity chn be given because their acts of service 
1
should be made in the -light of th^ir own experience anc

[must ever be in the concrete. The social service must
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ijtime to acquaint the child with the society of the 
I'church. VZe must still reraeiiiher here that the effect

‘ tbegin with the things nearest the child. This is the

‘■of the social service upon the developing life of the 

'‘child is of more importance than the magnitude of the 

i^gift or service rendered.

„ The lessons of this depsatment should bring
f Ij'out the social service thought by telling such stories i 
ii ?
las those of child life in foreign lands; stories of
i .1
jthe doing of definite missionany tasks both at home |
[ ’
‘and abroad; and stories of Hove and of servide in the i

^ome life.
i !
, The following is a list of some of the more ;
I ,
.definite forms of service vzhich can be rendered by the •

children of this department; the care of animals, |

especially crippled or dissabled ones; preparing

bandages for injured animals to be used by the humane 

society; Assisting the teachers with the preparation 
I
of materials for the lessons;. Sunday school messenger 

I.
jservice; helping to beautify their class of depart-
l
fcent room; making paper houses, furniture, dolls,

|, doll gresses, scrap books for hones for fondlings,
;i
|fro homes for crippled children, for chiHren’s hos- 
j^ital; bringing toys for orphanage; making ^st
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card, books and. scrap bgoks for the mission field.^

to be sent to the home for crippled 

orphanage; concerts in the old

by the children’s choir; giving

kindergarten or a children’s hos-

t4. The Junior Department.

The Junior department is really the turning poiAt

life of the child as far as social service train-

Ji^g is concerned. Up until this time we have been 

, I peoples home given 
l^money to support a

{‘pital in the foreign land.

jmaking May baskets

^children or to the

”in the

!’interested more especially in the effect of the givingj 

liupon the child. Kow the child is himself awakening : 

hand becoming interested' in the things about him and i 
^will of his accord want to do things which are of j 

,more valpe. I 
i He is interested now in life, in reading for I

himself and in geography. This makes him naturally H 

rinterested in missions, if they are rightly presented J h 
■,to him. The lessons here should deal with the heroic !i 

^and the knightly eifcement in the acts of service both « 

I.at home and abroad. Sentiment does not appeal to ;1 
,this pupil; he is interested only in the action, but 
' I
!he is very sensitive as to fairness and justice. This I
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!! *1
' - ... *JI
!iB the time that he should he interested in the work l| 
i i;
'of the societies of the church especially the heroic h

i!jWork which has accompanied the various societies and jl 

fhoards of the church in the early carrying out of theif 
I’ ' ’i
i'enterprises. , |i
‘1 I. The following are some of the concrete acts of i
, I
j'service which may he performed by those in the junior 1}

.department: acts of oourtsey and kindness to the aged;

,'the distressed, the oppressed, animal life, school-
!' I(■mates and members of foreign races among us; Making
■ il
’’their class or department room beautiful; making and j!

(Securing objects vzith which to illustrate their Sundayji 
ii 'i
'school lesson; doing things for the church; collecting‘1 

and arranging duplicate stamps from their own collec­

tions for boys in the home for dependent boys or for " 

,the orphanage; making games puzzels and toys for the si 

.orphanage; dressing dolls, making candy and pop-corn 3 
' * r
balls for the settlement; collecting Sunday school Ij 

papers to be sent to a mission station; growing flowerq ll 
.for the flower mission; giving dolls, games and puzzle^' 

j’for a mission station; mwking work bags and furnishing 

^■them with needles, thread, yarn, buttons and other | 

‘'useful articles for seamen; gifts of money to special !

institutions, which gifts are based on concrete M M M ■■ •» — •' .■'HI 
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I 
‘information that has been given the pupil.
I '1

15. Th© Intermediate Department. ]
I I,

The youth at this age seems to he absolutely |

;self centered and unmanagahle. It is at this time f
! !

Ijthat the great loss is found in the Sunday school-. Th 
f
’■scholars ar© easily held by the church and the Sunday * 

..school up to this time, but during this p,©riod they (
I drift away. They seem to be interested in nothing of 
?a religious nature. The causal observer might say 

ft hat if social service failed at any period it v/ould 

*f^il here; but he is wrong in any such assertion and 

? shows that he lacks a knowledge of the pupil at this

critical period. Social service is the very thing 

•jand possibly the only thisg which will hold him and 

‘•give him a new interest In religion. This is the age

[when .the youth looks at things from a practical point 

of view. A thing must prove its value if he is to

.accept it; and religion has failed to do this for him .j 
'and so he has rejected It for the more real things ? 

I, !
pof life. YZhen social service is introduced as a vital!
i' I

|!part of Christianity it appeals to him and we find ’
I *(■him very vitally interested in religion. !
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The lessons of the new International graded
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jsystem of lessons are exceptionally good for this work I 
i! I
^because practically every lesson is araanged so that [ 
Si 
Jthere can be a social service application made. The

liexpression of the social service that is made by this J 
Z it
Ijdepartment should be an expression of the truths taught 
‘i !
|in the lessons* The teacher should use the art of • ! 
'suggestion but at the same time the Initiative of the } 

fpupil should be encouraged. Students of this age have 
t
,ia very keen imagination and a fund of enthusiasm.
I.
’Great care should thus be taken by the teacher, that 

the pupil is not led beyond his depth*

!• The following are suggested as possible lines | 

of activity for this department: gifts and visits to | 
'•the industrial school; looking after their own class- I

t,mates; interesting themselves in the younger boys and
!: ij
igirls of the school; beautifying their class or de- 1 

!'
.partment room; designing posters or place cards for j 

■church functions; contributing to church expenses and ii

ito the various benevolent enterprises of the church;

iremailing the Youth's Companion and other papers to l!
i j
ipoor friends; helping at social centers in games and I: 

l^gymnasium classes; giving a picnic to a group of ! 
I j
[children; providing a week end in the country for a

•posr boy or girl; making jelly or grape juice as a



IjClass for the district Nurses' Association; Tearing
II
(bandages for the Nurses' Association; making simple )
'garments according to pattern; collecting and taking
J
-magazines and flowers to the alms house and the hos- f 't I
iipitals; taking out patients from the home for incura- j 
ii f
Jbles for a ride in a wheel chair; work of the boy 11 
'scouts and the camp fire girls; work in the toy hospi-ij 

‘ital as carried on by the boys in the Brasil school; J 
'collecting papers and cards to be sent to the mission .

’^station; making sheets, pillow slips, quilts and
I Ijsimple garments for the home and foreign mission work; i

(educating a boy or a girl in some foreign country; 
I
•'giving missionary plays.

(6. The Senior Department.
h
I; It is in the senior and adult departments that
It
the great constructive social service work is to be

I t

II
I
I

done- The service which is rendered in these depart- j 
inents depends upon the attitude v/hioh has been develop-5 
; 1
‘ed in the individual in the lower departments of the j| 
I (school. This largely accounts for the failure of ![

these departments to do the amount and the quality
I* !
I'of the work that they should.

J The senior pupil has the enthusiasm and the



..imagination of the intermediate hut he has also de-
!‘
‘‘veloped that poise and balance which will allow him to ■ 

<take up social service work and carry it through to J 

}<success through his own initiative. Immature young | 

ipeople, however, should not he led into a campaign of 

slumming. This work should he reserved for persons
'1 I•more firmly established in their moral attitudes. f

ji 
^Their work should he limited more to such tasks as thej 

{finding of employment and providing social opportun- ’’ 
i'ities for young people of their own age.

J 
.1 I!
h The following is a list of some suggested lines!)
I i
■of activity for the senior pupil: contributions to the; 
i I'
'current expenses of the church and its benevolent en- ,, 
i '!
.terprises; friendly over sight of class members; per- ! » I
I t
[Sonal interest in the younger hoys and girls of the 

ichurch; socials for boys and girls during the week; }•ll 
conducting ?/alks and talks on Sunday afternoon for it

'the hoys and girls; rallying of the young people to 
I
'■attend church functions; entertaining at the home i »• I
I. ' . i
,'church a group from the settlement; friendly visiting 

‘‘of the needy and the discouraged; tutoring backward

‘.'children; outings and picnics for poor children; serv- j 

ing at social centers; teachers of music, sewing, con-
,1
’{ducting games, leading classes, teachers In both

w—.. w III, III I ma. ~ ■ I I ■ — - — '
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English and foreign Sunday schools; supervising of s
playgrounds in the suminer; entettaininents for Gospel 1

r I
(Temperance meetings; furnishing refreshments for I

‘such meetings; raise a fund to help hoys and girls getj 

[industrial training; providing a pleasant Sunday after- 

|;noon for young men and women who live in hoarding 
J houses; reading to the sick, the aged and the blind; ! 
f IHsinging at ild peoples homes; auto rides for shut-ins 1 
H I
and convalescents; clerical work in the church office 'i i* l|

fand in the office of the Uhited Charities; working 
'■ 11
,on a community survey; cG-operating with the united ,! 
.charities in assisting a family; assisting in the |! 

I'
(Sunday evening chapel services at the county hospital,’

Jail etc.; contributing to out-going patients ward- J 
i 11
'robe; co-operating in the church benevolence; more b
i 3
j|elahorate missionary plays and entertainments. II<1

1:7. The Adult Department. ’

The sodial service work of the adult depart- K
I 

;ment is largely a continuation of that done in the h 
[senior department. A more through study should be mad| 

:here, however, of the present social and economic • I I

i’eonditions. The pathological character of these con- j 
1! Il
,-ditlons should be clearly shown and a program of | 
  . , _____  . 

I 1
'■ !
** II.

/
i
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‘J

^relief and reform maped out. J
I k close relation should he formed between theI *

adult department and all lines of civic inprovment. j
!

iThe ideal of the Kingdom of Heaven established upon j1
.the earth should he held hefdre them and they should •

!
ihsee that it is the goal of all Christianity. An^- 
t
thing which will better the community* as a whole or

60

in Kny way purifj’ the civic life should he promoted

and endorsed by the adult classes. [
I A fev/ additional lines of activities may be (

' I
I suggested ‘here: leaders of club work in the church; i

Ithe big brother and the big sister movement; a close i
I

} relationship with the young people from sixteen to 

twenty; wo-rk for the unemployed; friendship carried

rinto the homes of the dependent; work in civic better­

ment league.
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! The Value and the Results of Such a Program.
j I

|1. On the Sunday School and the Church,

j The valus of such a program of teaching and of
:i
!jservice as we have here suggested, will probably be 

‘ seen first in the Sunday school itself. The Sunday 

' Bcho,ol will cease to be merely an organization but 

’will become a vital factor in the life of the church, 

lit will become one of the Influences which shapes the 

future of the community and it will be a means of | 

training and of developing the life of the individual.

The Sunday school can no longer be looked upon as a 

[Place for children only. The boy and the man can no

jldnger say that the Sunday School is alright for his 
[wife and sister and daughter but it is not for him.

!Such an attitude will be a relic of the past because

jithe Sunday school of the future will have a place and 
j|a task for every individual. And that place and that 

ijtask will be big enough and important enough to call 
IF
■ out the very best and biggest there-is in the life of

!any one.
I][I
» When the church and the institutions of the
ji
‘.church do work that brings forth the interest of mnn

'because of its helpful and constructive character
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I
I then will men heoome interested in the church and the ! l'I
'Sunday school. And as soon as men are interested in ] 
t '
[these institutions they, the institutd,ons, become a n 
i *■I power in the community. IJothing can be a power unless'* 
[it serves the needs of men and the lafger that service.) 
( Il
|,the greater the influence and the power. .•
I Through out the ages the church and the allied jl 

I institutions have been trying to teach men hov/ to

(die. Through the teachings of social service it is

^expected that the church will not only teach men how 
3
'to die but show them how to life so that they can

"attain unto that abundant life which was promised by

Christ. This more than doubles the serving ability

■'of the church and thus will greatly Increase its !

'influence and power oUer the lives of men. 
I. 
b '
’52. On the Individual. I
i ' i

The influence of social service on the indi-

ivldual is clearly shown by the number of testimonies

■iwhich were recorded by W, Jf. Hutchins. He says in 1.
tjpart; ’’The socializing character of our social service
J 4
jcame out clearly in our intensive study. Several of
I ' j
the older pupils made definite reference to the larger| 

{^social vision which came to them through participation

t

1



t)
•in social endeavors. A girl of thirteen helieved thati 
I I

I social work ’’made them more appreciative of conditions 

jtin life.” A hoy of fourteen thought it was good to

'do social service because ’’we see condations.” A hoy 
f^f fifteen was on the same trail when he remarked, 

1,
f, ”it helps one to realiae conditions.”.... A hoy of

Isixteen pointed out as a chief effect of doing social 
i
jjservice, "we realize what half of our people are doing

'jand get a hroad conception of life." A v/oman of 

yeighteen expressed satisfaction over the work her 
ij
,;Class did in a settlement hecause, "it brought us

face to face with needs;" while another member of the 
I

same class gave as the source of her satisfaction, "it

Imade us realise what was going on. It brought us in 
i
[doser touch with other pepple and broadened us. ’ We
I fl
I saw there was a lot to be done." A young man of |
I }
['twenty one, who gave a somewhat .fuller statement of j

ithe effect of social service on himself, very defi- i
i! Iilnitely declared its socializing value by saying, "I 
t’ !
j;was led to think upon the unusual conditions of these ! 
«■ !
fjpeople who were strangers to the common, matter-of-

l^course joys that I had." With such testimony as thisi 
!} 
ijone would surely agree that such work was worth while, i

^Social s.eTy.i-C^’tQ-UC^^.'^21? in„the_j£oLrma^.-^-
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I
Itive period and* teaches him how to life so as to. best 
inse his life forces. It teaches him to see life as a

whole to make a full and complete development instead 

jjof a one-sided and perverted development. It shows 
jhim the solidarity of the human race and the respon-

Jsibillty which each has for the whole.
>!
!1 It also develops the feeling and the emotional.1

{’side of his nature and thus will make the individual 

'sympathetic and considerate. The cold, selfish, un- 
1
jjsympathetic, grasping person is not the one who has 

ibeen trained in social service during the developing

jiyears of his life.

5 And finally social service training will in-I
jcrease the religions nature^of the person. One cannot 

■Eelp his fellow men and not be drawn toward God. The 1
emphasising of the brotherhood of men demands the 

(recognition of the fatherhood of God. Thus will such

social service teaching in the Sunday school help the 

individual to properly relate his life to society and 

jalso bring him into a closer relal ion to God and the 
I
^spiritual world.I 
( !
'S. On the Community.

^he final aim of all Christianity is that the
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‘t- "2 Ti. - --- -r~ -'-SI- - — — B--*i )j Kingdom af God may he established here upon the earth.

• ’’Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven." This

lhas ever been the plea and the goal of Christianity. 
1!
jiThus it is necessary to see the effect of social j 
Jsefvioe upon the community, or on society. It is read- ' 

•lily seen''that i< a spirit, of consideration and of 
^service is engendered in the individual then society 

■;must of necessity be advanced. One of the values of j 
^social service is that it attempts to engender this 

‘spirit into the^'ones who have the means and the ability I I
ito help raise others hp to their ovm standards of |
I j
'living and give them the same advantages they them- J 

selves had.

I Charity oftertimes leaves the one ehlped no 
f 
jlbetter than before and infuses a spirit of pride and 
I I
iialoofnesB in the heart of the giver. This naturally 
’j 
j,tends to separate men Instead of drawing them together j 
Ln the bonds of common brotherhood. Social service i 

'1 jjdoes' not do this but it ever aims at the permanent 

j^ellef of all pathological conditions of society and 
(* 
‘!of the giving to all men the true spirit of brother­

hood. Social service carried to the extreme means
I 
an ideal community life.



!4. On the Future of Christianity. 
I
I In the last place we are interested to know 
jwhat effect the teaching of social service will, have 

iupon our religion. How will it effect the future of

Christianity? All through the years Christianity has

heen a gradual development towards its true self.
11
•jMen did not grasp all that Christ taught at first M
I hut through the centuries they have come more and

Ignore to see the full meaning. Little by little have
I'
|they realiaed the truth of his great principles and 

<have applied those to the institutions of life.
I

ij Social service Is one more step in the onv/ard
!]
pmarch toward Christianity’s goal. It means the

■
^applying of the principles which Christ taiight a

jlittle more fully to our lives. Thus if will mean

!for the future of Christianity a religion more nearly

Christ-like than it has been heretofore.

1 It v/ill also mean a Christianity which appeals 

Ito men more than has been the dase in the past. The 

‘defective, the degenerate and the dependent who have 

■been aided to a place again in society, and this aid 

lhas come in the name of religion, will have respect 

(for and be willing to follow after such a religion. 
1
I Al so tjie individual who ha^be_en^lnspired with the 
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‘social service spirit will enjoy his religion toore 

I
citizen who has been in the habit of scoffing at the

because it means more td him. And. the well to do 

i
ichurch and. at religion because it did not meet the

•needs of men, will cease his scoffing and will start

!as a follower of that practical Christianity.
I

•I
« Social service then taught to the youth of our

:i
■Sland both in theory and in practice will mean a church
t
^'revitalized and revived with an enthusiasm for service,, 

ijit will mean a sympathetic, considerate, brotherly 

tindividual. It will mean a community growing towards 
i'
[that ideal which is pictured as the Kingdom of Heaven. I
•And it will mean a religion of which there need be 
L apology.

I 
!


