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Israel’s Place in the Sun i (' II I i;
In these days when there are "wars and rumors of 

wars" it may be profitable, as well as interesting, to;j. 
turn to the Old Testament to find out how the Hebrew J 

people won and lost their place in the sun. We would | 

be glad if we could turn to the original sources of ' 

the war passages in the Old Testament. Such a passage' 

as is found in Num.21:14 "Wherefore it is said in the 
book of the Wars of the Lord.", speaks of a book that I 

would furnish us with much valuable material. Being 
unable to secure such a book we must go into the pages' 

of the Old Testament and there glean our material. 

However in the Old Testament we find far more raateriali 11. 
referring to war and preparation for war than one 

ii 
would suspect. Their campaigns and military tactics

are removed from us only in time. As far as the move- 

ment of troops and the plan of battles is concerned i

Joshua, David, or Jehu would not be at loss in this i 

war, now raging so close to their old battlefields.

Some of our modern weapons might puzzle them for a 

short time but they would meet their problem and solve!



it as the~y "did In the days "when ‘the trea'd"oT'lTLel‘r 

armies shook the earth. We will take up the Old 

Testament in the order in which the books appear, 
considering the accounts and the sources from vzhich 

they came.



GENESIS. ''I
The first conflict, mentioned in the Bible, 'i

'i involving more than two men, appears in the 13th Chap,J

. of Genesis. While it was a very small affair, con- i 
' i,i sidered from the standpoint of warfare to-day, never- ;

I tholess it involved certain principles similar to :
f those for which ten million men are fighting to-day. .

I It was for the temporal welfare of certain organized
<1 ''li society. This account found in the 13th Chap, of i.
! 8
!Genesis comes from the J document.c 850 B.C. ThereI “
-are two ways to look at this thing: one, that it is i- 
!'written from the standpoint of the authoT 850 B.C.; !<

I the other,that it is an old document or account handed^ 

down from the days of Abraham. From either viewpoint i 

the account is of interest to us. Lot us look at the

facts. First, the land was not able to support both '• 

tribal herds. Second, there had some form of warfare
.1 

broken out among the herdsmen. Gon. 13:7 "And there i, 

was a strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s cattle ‘ J 

"and the herdsmen of Lot's cattle." Without trying to '
1 , [

I' fight it out, ”if it took all summer", the two tribal [ 
: heads met for a peace conference. Lot us note the ■

peace terms given by the dictator and original leader.



‘ !
i i‘

i Gen.l3:9 "Separate thyself I pray thee from me; if |

I thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the
1 ;•

'* right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I 
!• I
’■ will go to the left." Upon this proposal, Lot, in a I 
I' I
spirit easily understood to-day, took the best thing '

■ he saw. If we consider this account written from the i I t I
viewpoint of th'e author, we must also consider that he

lived in a day when military forces were well organ- is
I' 

.! ized and militarism was sanctioned by both kings and li
sacred writings. It would suggest that the author was• 

pointing out Abraham's government as an ideal for his ' 
’ own to follow.

The 14th Chap, of Genesis has caused a great J 
, amount of discussion as to its date. The dates vary > 

ij from the time of Abraham until a few months before the 

|! close of the canon. The fact that the author in the ;

13th verse writes, "Abram, the Hebrew", suggests that
II ' 
f it must have been later than Abraham,or was intended

I 
to be read by other peoples than the Hebrew. (A later 
date.-for the document was also suggested by these !

J words, "pursued them unto Ban", for Ban did not exist i 

I until the time of the Judges.) But for our purpose, no
I-' matter from what age it comes, the account contains

II 
I

I,



-the same spirit of Abraham that is found in the old 

J document. Upon our modem phrase, "to the victor

belong the spoils", Abraham would seem to have been 

justified in taking practically everything. But let j

us look at the account in Gen. 14:21-84 "And the king ' 

of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the persons, and I
take the goods to thyself. And Abram said to the

t

king of Sodom, I have lifted up my hand unto Jehovah, 

God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth, that I 
will not take a thread nor a shoe-latchet nor aught I 

that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made 

Abram rich: save only that which the young men have 

eaten, and the portion of the men that went with me, 
n

Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.

Let us take note of these conflicts and settlements 

attributed to the days of Abraham for future reference

In the days of Isaac there is an account which 

comes from the J document that likewise might have 

been used with profit many times in the history of 

Israel's later conflicts. Please note the following

Gen. 26:80-22 "And the herdsmen of Gerar strove with

Isaac's herdsmen, saying. The water is ours; and he 

called the name of the well Esek, because they con-



tended with him. And they digged another well, and 

they strove for that also; and he called the name of 

it Sitnah. And he removed from thence, and digged 

another well; and for that they strove not: and he 

called,the name of it Rehoboth; and he said, For now 

Jehovah hath made room for us, and we shall be fruit­

ful in the land." And again Gen. 26:26-51 "Then 

Abimelech went to him from Gerar, and Ahuzzath his 

friend, and Phicol the captain of his host. And Isaac 

said unto them. Wherefore are ye come unto me, seeing 

ye hate me, and have sent me away from you? And they 

said, We saw plainly that Jehovah was with thee; and 

we said, Let there now be an oath betwixt us, even 

betwixt us and thee, and let us make a covenant with 

thee, that thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have not 

touched thee, and as we have done unto thee nothing 

but good, and have sent thee away in peace: thou art 

now the blessed of Jehovah, And he made them a feast, 

and they did eat and drink. And they rose up betimes 

in the morning, and sware one to another: and Isaac 
H' sent them away, and they departed from him in peace.

Another incident from the J document shows,either 

that the author had- the right idea or that he had the



I _ ____ - •'

facts from earlier Hebrew history which proved, that '* 

! terms of peace, which, at the time mads, seemed like a 

! sacrifice, are more profitable in the long run than 

ij war. This is the account of Esau and Jacob, When 
|! certaip assets were bound up in a birthright, Jacob j 
ii i
ij secured them from Esau by an’underhand method, which ;
1 caused him to flee. In later years they met again. • 

I Esau had four hundred men;-Jacob "had enough to divide ‘ 

I into two companies, Jacob likewiseu/is willing to ;

sacrifice rather than to fight. Gen. 32:13-16 "And he 

lodged there that night, and took of that which he .

' had with him a present for Esau his brother: two ■

I hundred she-goats and twenty, he-goats, two hundred

' ewes and twenty rams, thirty milch camels and their
' I
colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty she-asses and }, 

f ten foals. And he delivered them into the

hand of his servants, every drove by itself, and said ■'
. ,1

unto h'is servants, Pass over before me, and put a
II 

space betwixt drove and drove." Evidently it Was the 'j 

spirit of Jacob's gifts, rather than the value, that 'j 

. appeased his brother. Gen. 33: 8,9 " And he said, 1 
1 

What meanest thou by all this company which I met?
And he said, to find favor in the sight of my Lord. 'I

li

I.



And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; let that

which thou hast be thine.” I.

EXODUS, I
The idea of the Egyptians would seem to do creditj, 

I’ 
to any power of modem Europe. Their idea was to 

crush any rising power that would interfere with the 

welfare of their land. This account in Exodus 1:8-11 

comes from the J document. ” Now there arose a new 

king over Egypt, who knew not Joseph, And he said 

unto his people, Behold, the people of the children of 

Israel are more and mightier than we: come, let us , 

deal wisely with them, lest they multiply, and it come 

to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they ' 

also join themselves unto our enemies, and fight }!
|!

against us, and get then up out of the land. There- IS 
fore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict j 

them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh j 

store-cities, Pithom hnd Raamses.” The lively

Hebrews were like Truth. The Egyptians might crush , 

them to the earth, they would rise again. If Hebrew '■ ji 
figures can be relied upon, the following will give 

us an idea of the forces that went up out of Egypt.

Exodus 37-38 "—about six hundred thousand on foot
1



that were men, besides children. And a mixed multitud^ 
went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even 1 

very .much cattle.” The P document c 440—400 B.C,tells' 

us that the Lord used the Egyptian afmies as his agent.. 

Exodus 12:51 ” And it came to'pass the self-same day, i 

that the Lord did bring the children of Israel out of 
h the land of Egypt by their armies." The E document, ] 

written about one hundred years later than J, adds j 

I this very interesting note, which the compiler of 
iExodus saw fit to insert. Exodus 13:17 "And it came toj 
: I
; pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that Gcd led; 

! them not by the way of the land of the Philistines, , 
5 

although that was near; for God said. Lest peradventur-j r 
' the people repent when they see war, and they return

to Egypt." jj
'The crossing of thb Bed Sea by the Israelites was!

a great event in their national history. Modern 1 
critics may point out a great many impossibilities andj 

. may prove that the account in Exodus 14 and the song j 

of Moses, commemorating the event, in Chap. 15 are t 
j corrupted by later editions. However, something 

I miraculous must have happened, because this event is 

referred to by. more writers than any other event in 
!
! early Hebrew history. Judges, seers, kings, prophets,



I,

land even the writers of the Hew Testament, all refer

,to this event as one of the enoohs in Hebrew history, ■

ilf the event was so important the war phrases must I 
t
‘likewise be considered important. The story is too ;

familiar to rehearse here but the following notes i1
’’taken from the old J document will give us a little h !
'light upon how the writer believed the Lord*s hand 1

'guided the destiny of his people Exodus 14:14 "The i 

Lord will fight for you and he shall hold your peace."
Chap. 15:. 3-4 "Jehovah is a man of war. Jehovah is' his

name. Pharaoh’s chariots and his host has he cast into- I P
'the sea" h
' !■

« In a passage found in Exodus 17; 8-16 there is an rl I
U * •
'interesting account of one of the battles in the 
I I
iwilderness, with a sutnaary.in the last three verses by !
the author of the E document which sounds as if it [ 

fmight bear that fair.iliar stamp "Made in Germany". " 
i' I
'"Then came Amalek and fought with Israel in Rephidim. ■ 
And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go !

i.out, ,fight with Amalek; to-morrow I will stand on the
'top of the hill with the rod of God in miy hand. I
|Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought
li
iAmalek: and Moses, Aaron and Hur went up to the

So 
with

top.

'of the hill.
J

And it came to pass, when Moses held up

11



his hand, that Israel prevailed; andwhen "he le’t down 

his hand, Analek prevailed. But Hoses’ hands were 

heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, «
and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his 

hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the 

other side; and his hands were steady until the going 

down of the sun. And Joshua discomfited Amalek and 

his people with the edge of the sword. And Jehovah 

said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, 

and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua; that I will 

utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under 

heaven. And Moses built an altar, and called the 

name of it Jehovah-nissi; and he said Jehovah hath 

sworn; Hehovah will have war with Amalek from 

generation to generation." In the laws found in 

Exodus; 23 there are some promises a+tributed to 

Jehovah which state that his angel will fight for 

Israel. Also in verse 38 there were other forces 

used that the Kaiser would be glad if "Gott" would 

use to help him with now. "And I will send hornets 

before thee, which will drive out the Hivite, the 

Canaanite, and the Hittite from before thee." Again 

there was a command in verse 32 that they should make 

no peace overtures.



%
LEVITibnS

In the whole book of Leviticus there is just one
chapter which refers to Israel in her relation to war.'

ii
It is the simple setting forth of two alternatives by >

Jehovah. Pirst^Lev. 26:3^6-9 "If ye walk in my stat­

utes, and keeyj my commandments, and do themj then I

will give peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, 

and none shdll make you afraid: and I will causa evil 

beasts to cease out of the land, -neither shall the

sword go.through your land. And ya shall chase your 

enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword.

■ And five of you shall chase a hundred, - and a hundred ..
I

of you shall chase ten thousand; and your enemies

I shall fall before you by the sword." Second^Lev.
. 26: 14-15,17,25,35,34-38 "But if ye will not hearken !

‘ unto me, and will not do all these commandments; and

if ye shall reject my statutes and if your soul abhor 'i

mine ordinances, so that ye will not do all my com-
,1 i
'' mandments, but break my covenant; then I will set my i 
face against you, and ye shall be smitten before your | 

' enemies: they that hate you shall rule over you: and ' 

J ye shall flee when none pursueth you. And I will 
!' *
I bring a sword upon you, that shall execute the ven- ‘ 

geance of the covenant: and ye shall be gathered



! together within your cities: and I will send the * ’■
I pestilence among you; and ye shall be delivered into j 

the hand of the enemy. And you will I scatter among ' 

the nations, and I will draw out the sword after you: I 

and your land shall be a desolation, and your cities '
i I
I shall be a waste. Then shall the land enjoy its ’

sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, and ye are in j

, your enemies' land; even then shall the land rest, and! 
!<
I enjoy its sabbaths. As long as it lieth desolate it 

shall have rest, even the rest which it had not in j 

your sabbaths, when ye dwelt- upon it. And as for them;

j that are left of you, I will send a faintness into , j I
I their heart in the lands of their enemies: and the [ 

' sound of a driven leaf shall chase them; and they
‘ i'

j; shall flee, as one fleeth from the sv-rord; and they i,
ii shall fall when none pursueth. And they shall stum- j 

I ble one upon another, as it were before the sword, i

when none pursueth: and ye shall have no power to i

[ stand before your enemies. And ye shall perish among 

the nations, and the land of your enemies shall eat
i < II you up.
'UnUBERS. I

ij The* first command unto Moses from Jehovah was a 
j! '■
’■ command to number the people in the following terms, i'



t'l»

u

ij from twenty years old and upward, all that were able

to go

thing

Judah in fighting strength yet received a very small 

forth to war in Israel;” It is an interesting 

to note that the tribe of Dan stood next to 

; allotment of territory. Perhaps having this great

the children of Israel, by the house of their fathers

attributed to the P document ?'40“400 B.C. Num.l:3

(1

"From twenty years old and upward, all that are able

to go forth to war in Israel: thou and Aaron shall

number them by the ir armies." The fol lowing is the

re suit «

The tribe of Reuben...... ..46,500
n n ” Simeon...... ..50,300
(’ ti " Gad...... . .45,650
II n " Judah...... . .74,600
n « " Issachar. . . . ..54,400
n n " Zebulun...... . .57,400
n n ” Manasseh..... . . . . .32,2^0
ti n ” Benjamin..... ..35,400
M n ” Can........... . .63,700
n « " Assher....... ..41,500
n II ” Naphtali..... ..53,400 ■
« ti " Sphraim...... ..40,500

Num. 1 :45 "So were all those that we re numbered of

1



1

military force will throw light upon Judges Chap 18. '■
ii 
I

1 "In those days there was no king in Israel: and in . 
; those days the tribe of th© Danites sought -them an I 

' inheritance to dwell in; for unto that day all their ■ i »
' inheritance had not fallen unto them among the tribes i 
‘ of Israel." Perhaps this invasion of the north by Ban 
i came from a desire to do a little aggressive fighting j 

; on their own account because in the days of their wan-i 
'derings, they were always the rear guards of the great^ 

army of .Israel. Num. 2; 31 "All they that were num- j 
bered in the camp of Ban were an hundred thousand and !

! fifty and seven thousand and six hundred. They shall 

go hindmost with their standards." The following

I account in Chap.2 is rather lengthy but if we can put i

I any reliance in this priestly account of the army of ; 

Moses it must break down the arguments of the critics ' 
who say that the Israelites were nothing more than a ! 

nomad tribe,* which lacked organization. "And Jehovah '

I spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, The children j 

of Israel shall encamp every man by his own standard, i;
J 

"with the ensigns of their fathers* houses: over against 
the tent of meeting shall they encamp- round .about. Andf 

‘ I
I those that encamp on the east side toward the sun- i 

II 
" rising shall be they of the standard of the camp of '' 
I “

i'
!■



Judah, according to their hosts: and the prince' of' the j 
I children of Judah shall be Nahshon the son of Am- ■ 

I minadab. And his host, and those that wore numbered of; 

; them were threescore and fourteen thousand and six j 

J hundred. And those that encamp next unto him shall be'

the tribe of Issachar: and the prince of the children .j I
of Issachar shall be Nethanel the son of Zuar. And ■

his host, and those that were numbered thereof, were

. fifty and four thousand and four hundred. And the'I
p tribe of. Zebulun; and the p’rince of the children of

! Zebu’lun shall be Eliab the son of Helon. And his hostI
and those that were numbered thereof, were fifty and 

seven thousand and four hundred. All that were num-

'bered of the camp of Judah were a hundred thousand and
I.
I fourscore thousand and six thousand and four hundred, } 
B . ’
j, according to their hosts. They shall set forth first. J

J
On the south side shall be the standard of the 5 

camp of Reuben according to their hosts: and the princ| 
i 

,1 of the children of Reuben shall be Elizur the son of I > I
;i Shedeur, And his host, and those that were numbered 
i!
; thereof, were forty and six thousand and five hundred, i 
j :
.'And those' that encamp next unto him shall be the tribe
6 II of Simeon: and the prince of the children of Simeon , 

.shall be Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. And his i



I*

!host and' those that were numbered of them, were fifty I 
' *

iand nine thousand and three hundred. And the tribe j

iof Gad: and the prince of the children of Gad shall

be Eliasaph the son of Reuel, And his host, and those • 

,, that were numbered of. them, were forty and five thous-i ( ji
iand and six hundred and fifty. All that were numbered!

of the camp of Reuben were a hundred thousand, and ;

I fifty and one thousand and four hundred and fifty, ,I I
;according to their hosts. And they shall set forth : 

second. . ij
II I

Then the tent of meeting shall set forward, with ' 

the camp of the Levites in the mddst of the camps: as .
!they encamp, so shall they set forward, every man in ;

'his nlace, by their standards.
' On the west side shall be the standard of the

'!
camp of Ephraim according to their hosts: and the

!iprince of the children of Ephraim shall be Elishama j
I I
the son of Ammihud, And his host, and those that > 
■were numbered of them, were forty thousand and five |

I 
hundred. And next unto him shall be the tribe of '

Uanasseh: and ths prince of the children of Manasseh .1 
; shall be Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur. And his host, ji 

;and those that were numbered of them, were thirty and i

two thousand and two hundred. And the tribe of ■



Benjamin: and the prince of the children of Benjamin
shall be Abidan the son of Gideonl. And his host, and' 

(
those that were numbered of them, were thirty and five; *
thousand and four hundred. All that were numbered.of ■ t
the camp of Ephraim were a hundred thousand and eight

thousand and a hundred, according to their hosts. And [

they shall set forth third.

On the north side shall be the standard of the
B
camp of Dan according to their hosts; and the prince

of the children of Dan shall be Ahiezer the son of 

‘ Ammishaddai. And his host, and those that were num- I,
' bered of them were threescore and two thousand and

I seven hundred. And those that encamp next unto him 

shall be the tribe of Asher: and the prince of the

J children of Asher, shall be Pagiel the son of Ochran.
j And his l^osts, and those that were numbered of them, j 

fwere forty and one thousand and five hundred. And the | 
! I
I tribe of Naphtali: and the prince of the' children of •
iNaphtali shall be Ahira the son of Enan. And his host/ 

(and those that were numbered of them, were fifty and s 
h i
, three thousand and four hundred. All that vzere nun-
* '• I•bered of the camp of Dan were a hundred thousand and i
I’fifty and seven tjiousand and six Jiundred^. And they

shall go hindmost with their standards.” '
I- 
i.
I'



I

r 
'Also,upon their invasion of a new country they'were ' 

to use a signal for a war alarm which undoubtedly ;

would give the news to every tribe in the shortest I
I I
j space of time. Num. 10:9 "And if ye go to war in your ,

« land against the enemy that onpresseth you, then ye
f !
1] shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall i

J !i! be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall
‘ be saved from your enemies. ” Also they used the spy [•
I . j
! system,Num. 13:17 "And Moses sent them to spy out the ’

' land of Canaan, and said unto them, Get you up this i
s 

way by the South, and go up into the hill-country: and; 

see the land, what it is; and the people that dwell j

‘ therein, whether they are strong or weak, whether they
I, ■are few or many." However well organized they were j

f the troops of' Moses an4 Joshua needed seasoning. Only .
I,
'' two out of twelve spies could see a possibility of > 

victory in the outcome of the war. The first few
!' battles seemed to go against them Num. 14:41-45 "And :

'' Moses said. Wherefore now do ye transgress the com- i

mandment of the Lord? but it shall not prosper. Go i
' not up, for the Lord is not among you; that ye be not | 

smitten before your enemies. For the Amalekites and ' 

the Canaanites are there before you, and ye shall fall'*
5 1
[ by the sward: because ye are turned away from the
i‘ 1

I!
t



1>

Lord, therefore the Lord will not be with you. But h 

'i 
they presumed to go up unto the hill top: nevertheless'

; the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and Moses, de- 1

: parted not out of the camp. Then the Amalekites came ■ 

dovm, and the Canaanites which dwelt in that hill, andi

’ smote them, and discomfited them, even unto Hormah.”

■ In Chap.21 we have an absolute reproduction of what

■ has taken place between Germany and Belgium. This
i '*, comes from the J E document about 630 B.C. Num. 21:21-216

' "And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the
ii

' Amorites, saying, Let me pass through thy land: we» I

J will not turn aside into field, or into vineyard; we
Ji will not drink of the water of the wells: we will go J

II by the king's highway, until we have passed thy borderu
And Sihon would mot fetiffdr Israel to -pass through his

border: but Sihon gathered all hie people together,

I'
and went out against Israel into the wilderness, and

came to Jahaz; and he fought against Israel. And

Israel smote him with the edge of the sword, and 

possessed his land from the Arnbn unto the Jabbok,

even unto the children of Ammon; for the border of

I the children of Ammon was strong. And Israel took all 

these cities: and Israel dwelt in all the cities ofI,
the Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all the towns thereof!



fFor Hoshbon was the city of Sihon the king bf th© ' ’ }•

Amorites, who had fought against, the former king of | 
! ( 
jKoab, and taken all his land out of his hand even unto . 
fthe Amon." Num.21:32-55 "And Moses sent to spy out J 

j'Jaazar, and they took th© villages thereof, and drove | 
; out th© Amorites that vzer© there. '

 And they turned and went up by the way of Bashan,
ii 

'and Og the king of Bashan went out against them, he, -! 

'and all his people, to th© battle at Bdrei. And the • 
jXord said unto Moses, Fear him not: for I have de- i 

f'livered him into thy hand, and all his people and his n 

I land: and thou shalt do to him as thou didst unto 
!Sihon king of the Amorites which dwelt at Heshbon. So • 

j they smote him, and' his sons, and all his people, until 

"there was non© left him alive: and they possessed his ; 
ti . [''land." In these battles the armies of Israel seemed j

to be very successful also in the following battle 

with the Midianites. Num. 31;1-17"And Jehovah spake 
'unto Hoses, saying, Avenge th© children of Israel of 
j. the Midianites: afterward shalt thou be gathered unto 

the people, saying, arm ye men from among you for th© 

war that they may go against Midian, to execute Jeho- 

'vah’s vengeance on Midian. Of every tribe a thousand, 

throughout all the tribes of Israel, shall ye send



I to the war. So there were delivered, out of the thous-
I (
; ands of Israel, a thousand of every tribe, twelve

(thousand armed for war. And Hoses sent them, a thous-;
I I
: and of every tribe, to the war, them and Phinehas the '

son of Eleazar the priest, to the v/ar, with the vessel^
of the sanctuary and the trumpets for the alarm in his^ 

'■hand. And they warred against Hidian, as Jehovah com-, 
Jmanded Hoses; and they slew every male. And they slew; 
I' . !
. the kings of Hidian with the rest of their slain: Evi,■ 
t +
and Re kern’, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, the five kings

(I 
of Hidian: Balaan. also the son of Beor they slew with

! the sword. And the children of Israel took captive th^

'women of Hidian and their little ones: and all their

, cattle, and all their flocks, and all their goods they 
i '
11 took for a prey. And all their cities in the places 
I '■
'wherein they dwelt, and all their encampments, ihey 1 
burnt with fire. And they took all the spoil, and all .

- the prey, both of man and of beast. And they brought j

i the captives, and the prey, and the spoil, unto Hoses, ■
I 

'and unto Eleazar the priest, and unto the congregation!:

]'of the children of Israel, unto the camp at the plains J 
I • I
,, of Haab, v/hich are by the Jordan at Jericho. And I 
I ’
.Moses, and Eleazar the priest, ahd all the princes of '

the congregation, went forth to meet them without the



I camp. And Hoses was vzroth* with the officers of the* « 
I host, the captains of thousands and the captains of 

: hundreds, who came from the service of the war. And 
'■ Hoses said unto them, Have ye saved all the women 
'• 5i' alive? Behold these caused the children of Israel, I, ,
through the counsel of Balaan:, to commit trespass .

I I

against Jehovah in the matter of Peor, and so the j
” plague v/as among the congregation of Jehovah. Now '

i; therefore kill ever^'- male among the little ones." i
1 i

! Num. 31132-55 "Now the prey, over and above the booty i 
' which the men of war took, wcs six hundred thousand ’’ 
’ t
' and seventy thousand and five thousand sheep, and 
I 

‘ threescore and twelve thousand oxen, and threescore

and one thousand asses, and thirty and two thousand ' 

persons in all,—" It is evident in Chap. 32 verse 6j 

i that all the tribes were not as aggressive as the - 

Ji policy of Hoses and Joshua represented. "And '

Moses said unto the children of Gad and to the j
I children of Reuben, Shall your brethren go to war, and 

, shall ye sit here? " It is also interesting to note 
!| "
J that this is not the only time that Reuben was ao- t. 
fi
jj eused of sitting idle while the rest of the tribes
p II' fought. Deborah in her famous war song in Judges j 
I 5:15-16 flays Reuben for staying at the vzater course£|



I

r

» 
’ Il

I I

I with his flocks.I
I "By the water courses of Reuben

il There were great resolves of j
jj I

heart. !

Why sattest thou among the I
, sheepfolds, j

il
To hear the pipings for the !

',i flocks" ;
At ths watercourses of Reuben :

I There were great searchings of C
■ li 

heart.” ’■
i-

About as far as Reuben seems to get is resolving. By

i< the time he is through resolving the war is over. In :

[Numbers 32:20-22 Moses plainly states that their
<
' success in the land of Canaan will depend, upon their '

•1 armed force. "And Hoses said unto them, If ye will do . 

this thing, if ye will go armed before the Lord to warn;
I' and will go all of you armed over Jordan before the '

I
I Lord, until he hath driven out: his enemies from before' 

I 
him, and the land be subdued before the Lord: then 
afterv/ard ye shall return, and be guiltless before the i 

*' I
Lord, and before Israel; and this land shall be your

I

' possession before the Lord." Also the proposition was

. put up straight to Reuben and Gad that now was the



the time to act if they cared for an inheritance in
h 

the land of Canaan. Num. 32:29-32 "And Moses said unto,
•I

j them, If the children of Gad and the children of j 

Reuben will pass with you over the Jordan, every man ,
1 

that is armed to battle, before Jehovah, and the land i

j shall be subdued before you; then ye shall give them i 
i the land of Gilead for a possession: but if they will i 
] I', not pass oyer with you armed, they shall have pos-
I sessions among you in the land of Canaan. And the

. children .of Gad and the children of Reuben answered, j,

’ saying. As Jehovah hath said unto thy servants, so will 
. i'

we do. We will pass over armed before Jehovah into
( 5
, the land of Canaan, and the possession of our inher- i

I itanco shall remain with us beyond the Jordan." In
1 ;
! their first battles on the east side of the Jordan ' 

they were successful. Num.32:39-42 "And the children • 
of Machir the son of ManaSseh went to Gilead, and took! 

it, and dispossessed the Amorites that were therein,
!' 

And Moses gave Gilead unto Machir the son of Manasseh;]' 

and he dwelt therein. And Jair the son of Manasseh
' went and took the towns thereof, and called them j 

>!
Havvoth-jair. And Nobah went and took Kenath, and thej, 

■' villages thereof, and called it Nobah, after his own |i
I I
1' name. "' I



BEDTEHONOMY. iI 
All the war references in the first eleven chap- 

ters come either from the pen of the author of Deuter-j^ 
*1 onomy, or from the hand of someone later than the B j 

document^but still pre-exilic. They simply rehearse 

the battles and military preparation in our foregoing 
I 

pages, idealizing the events and justifying the cam­

paign as carried out at the direct command of Jehovah.,

Chapter 20 throws very interesting light upon ' 
what the-author thought Jehovah's will in time of waJ. 

"When thou goest out to battle against thine enemies, 

and seest horses, and chariots, and a people more than^' 

thou, be not afraid of them; for the Lord thy God is 

with thee, which brought thee up out of'the land of 

Egypt. And it shal3 be, when ye are come nigh unto ji

the battle, that the priest shall approach and speak 

unto the people, and shall say unto them, Hear, 0 ■

Israel, ye approach this day unto battle against your ' I 'I enemies: let not your hearts faint, fear not, and do t 
not tremble, neither be ye terrified because of them; ' 

for the Lord your God is he that goeth with you, to r 

fight for you against your enemies, to save you. J' 
i’ 

And the officers shall speak unto the people, ;; 

saying. What man is there that hath built a new house,*’



and hath not dedicated it? let him go and return to his, 
Ihouee, lest he die in the battle, and another man ded- ; 

'icate it. And what man is he that hath planted a vine-' 
I 

'■yard, and hath not yet eaten of it? let him also go and 
ii '
I return unto his house, lest he die in the battle, and 
[another man eat of it. And what man is there that hatt; 

>1 IJbetrothed a wife, and hath not taken her? let him go 
I 
and return unto his house, lest ho die in the battle,

.! i
and another man take her. And the officers shall speak

[further unto the people, and they shall say. What man 
tis there that is fearful and fainthearted? let him go i i
and return unto his house, lest his brethren’s heart 1 
[faint as well as his heart. And it shall be, when the!' 

I* 
officers have made an end of speaking unto the people, 
(that they shall make captains of the armies to load thel » 
jipeople, ” However before laying siege, peace overtures i 
|! I
I,should be presented.Beut. 20:10,11 **When thou comest 
'nigh unto a city to fight against it, then proclaim , 

peace unto it. And it shall be, if it make thee ans'- » 

[Wer of peace, and open unto thee, then it shall be,
1 

[that all the people that is found therein shall be [ 

'tributaries unto thee, and they shall serve thee.” 

jlf verses 19 and 20 v;ere followed in the present war, 

['property both upon the land and the high seas would be



■1i . !
I l>

I
I <

■I *
‘i

S respected. "When thou shalt besiege, a city a long ,i
*! time, in making v/ar against it to take it, thou shalt ‘I
li ■'
I|i not destroy the trees thereof by wielding an. axe i
Is '

[I against them; for thou mayest eat of them, and thou
|! shalt not cut them down; for is the tree of the field ;

UI man, that it should be besieged of thee? Only the i

' trees of which thou knowest that they are not trees '

. for food, thou shalt destroy and cut them down; and

thou shalt build bulvzarks against the city that maketh' 

[ war with thee, until 

of the camps wasi^ to

I "When the host goeth

it fall." Likewise the moral tone
I'

be of a high order. Chap. 23:9,14. i
i, 

forth against thine enemies, then

'■ keep thee from every wicked thing." 14. "For the Lord., 

:: thy God walketh in the midst of thy camp, to deliver 'I 

, thee, and to give up thine enemies before thee; there-
I i'
I fore shall thy camp be holy: that he see no unclean
t'
‘ thing, in thee, and turn away, from thee." A Married

man was exempt from war the first year after his
[i marriage. Beut. 24:5*'whon a 

i
I he shall not go out to war.

man hath taken a new wife.

neither shall he be ohargep

with any business: but he shall be free at home one ■ 

year, and shall cheer up his wife which he hath taken!*, 

In the concluding chapters some Redac+or coming from
ii

an age, when he could justify any statement in the t



name of the Lord, made the following statements: 
raut.52:25 "The sword without, and terror within, shal
idestroy both the young man and the virgin, the sucklin 
i
!also with the nan of gray hairs."

jDeut.32:43-43.
I

"I will make mine arrows drunk

with blood,
I And my sword shall devour

i flesh;
.t
t With the blood of the slain and

[ the captived,

■ From the head of the leaders

jt of the enemy.
II Rejoice, 0 ye nations, v/ith

I his people:
i
i For he will avenge the blood
i

of his servants,i
' And will render vengeance to

j his adversaries,

! And will make -expiation for

I his land, for his-people."

I Leut. 33; 29 .

i "Happy art thou, 0 Israel:
■I*
J Who is like unto thee, a peorle

0



saved by Jehovah, '*
1'

The shield of thy help, j

And the sv/ord of thy excellency.' ,
1 

And thine enemies shall submit ,J 
themselves unto thee; i

And thou shalt tread upon their

high places." •

JOSHUA.
After the death of Moses the real conguest of tHojj

,i

land of Qanaan began. The army had been tried in '* I.
small engagements and found reliable. The J E doc- j. 
ument 630 B.C. gives us an outline of Joshua's spy ''

system. Joshua Chap.4:13, coming from the priestly j 

account, tells us of the size of Joshua's army. ’’About
I' 

forty thousand prepared for war passed over before the^ 

Lord unto battle, to the plains." The first battle 

after crossing +he Jordan wns the siege of Jericho. It' 

is so familiar we will not rehearse it. The Israelites 

were successful. Joshua 6:20 "So the people shouted 

when the priests blew with the trumpets: and it cams 

to pass, when the people heard the sound of the trcnpet 

and the people shouted with a great shout, that the j 

wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into j 

the city, every man straight before him, and they took],



: the city." Thia success came so easily that the next |, 
,city which lay in the path of the invaders was as- t

I.
'|saulted with only three thousand men. Joshua 7:4,5"So ;■

I'there went up thither of the people about three thous-;| 

and-men: and they- fled before the men of Ai. And the

,men of Ai smote of them about thirty and six men: for
they chased them from before the gate even unto Sheb-

I
Iarim, and smote them in the going down: wherefore the 
i'hearts of the people melted, and became as vzater. "

{! 
I
I,

This defeat brought discomfort into the camp of Israel;'!

also, the fact, that some of their soldiers had been
}• :
[looting. Joshua 7:21 "When I saw among the spoils a

'goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of

silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight,

'then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they
I
'are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the 

silver under it." After Joshua righted.himself, he • 

turned his attention to the city of Ai, where he/\met ; 

defeat. Upon this occasion Joshua showed his general- !
» 

/ship by using his first defeat as a trick to trap his

enemy. Joshua 8: 3-7 " Bo Joshua arose and all the '
I li
ipeople of war, to go up against Ai: and Joshua chose 

'out thirty thousand mighty men of valour, and sent themj 
away by night. And he commanded them, saying, Behold, ;|



ye shall lie in wait against the city, even behind the
i I

[City: go not very far from the city, but be ye all i 
i ''ready; And I, and all the people that are with me, willj

.!
-approach unto the city; and it shall come to pass,
‘I

when they come out against us, as at the first, that
/ I'we will flee before them, (For they will come out aftei, 

|Ua) till we have drawn them from the city; for they
I

■will say, They flee before us, as at the first; there- ■ 
fore we will flee before them. Then ye shall rise up !

!, I

from the ambush, and seize upon the city: for the Lord
I

[your God will deliver it into your hand." and
.[joshua 8:10-25 "And Joshua arose up early in the mom-J 

'ing, and mustered the people, and went up, he and the 

elders of Israel, before the people to Ai. And all the- 
'people, even the men of war that were with him. Went , 
' I

1'up, and drew nigh, and came b2fo,re the city, and en­

camped on the north side of Ai: now there was a valley

between him and Ai. And he took about five thousand , 
(
imen, and set them in ambush between Bethel and Ai, on i 

,the west side of the city. So they set the people, j 
even al] the ho'st that was on the north of the .city, ! 

.and their liers-in-wait that were on the west of the > 

(City; and Joshua went that night into the midst of the - It '
Jvalley. And it came to pass, when the king of Ai saw J'



,Tt, that they hasted and rose-Tip early, and--the'-men of-j.- 
Ithe city went out against Israel to battle, ho and all j 

ihis people, at the time appointed, before the Arabahj 
'but he knew not that there was an ambush against him I 

'behind ths city. And Joshua and all Israel made as if j 

(they were beaten before them, and fled by the way of , 
I . .the wilderness. And all the people tha^t were in the I 

|City were called together ^to pursue after them: and 

■they pursued after Joshua, and were drawn away from > 

'the city, j^nd there was not a man left in Ai or Beth^'j 

,that went not out after Israel: and they left the city , 

[Open, and pursued after Israel, And Jehovah said unto | 

‘Joshua, Stretch out the Javelin that is in thy hand i 

.^toward Aij for I will give it’ into thy hand. And , 
!| • ‘ 
[Joshua stretched out the Javelin that was in his hand 

'toward the city. And the ambush arose quickly-out of 
'their place, and they ran as soon as he had stretched I 

out his hand, and entered into the city, and took it:
j'and they hasted and set the city on fire. And when 

'the men of Ai looked behind them, they saw, and behold 
i the smoke of ths city ascended up to heaven, and
they had no power to flee this way or that way: and 

‘I the people that fled to the wilderness turned back up- 
I, on the oursuers. And when Joshua and all Israel saw 
[that the ambush had taken the city, and that the smoke 
’ tte
of the city ascended, they turned again, and slew^men



of Ai. And the others came forth out of the city 

against them; so they were in the midst of Israel, 

some on this side, and some on that side: and they 

smote them, so that they let none of them remain or 

escape. And the king of Ai they took alive, and 

brought him to Joshua."

■The invaders alarmed the whole region. Six 

fia'tions allied themselves against Joshua's army; the 

Hittite, the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, ; 

the Hivite, and the Jebusite. However all the cities 

of the Hivites did not join the allied forces; Gibeon 

became the servant of Joshua. When the king of 

Jerusalem saw what the Gibeonites had done he called 

the fiYe kings of the Amorites and made war on Gibeon, 

Gibeon called Joshua to its rescue and Joshua deliver­

ed it from the hand of its enemies. Chapters ten and 

eleven are given over wholly to a series of conflicts 

betv’een Joshua and the .kings of Canaan. In Chapter 

twelve a Pedactor has summarized all the battles of 

Joshua which we will quote in full. However before 

going to Chapter 12 there are two interesting notes 

in Chapter 10. One is in verse 14 where a Redactor saw 

! fit to add thes note, "Jehovah fought for Israel" The 

other is in verse 21 where the Redactor of the E



I!

document added this note:-"’--none moved his tongue |
I 

against any of the children of Israel." Chap.12, a

summary of Joshua*s battles. ” Now these are the

kings of the land, whom the phildren of Israel smote, i

!' and possessed their land beyond the Jordan toward the |

} sunrising, from the valley of the Amon unto mount
I Hermon, and all the Arabah eastward: Sihon king of i

the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon, and ruled from j
I
Aroer, which is on the edge of the valley of theAmon, | 

and the city that is in the middle of the valley, and j 

half Gilead, even unto the river Jabbok, the border ofi 
the children of Ammon; and the Arabah unto the sea of 1 

I Chinneroth, eastward, and unto the sea of the Arabah, i 
: I!
even the Salt Sea, eastward, the way to Bethjeshimoth;" 

and on the south, under the slopes of Pisgah: and the , 

border of Og king of Bashan, of the remnant of the I 

Rephaim, who dwelt at Ashtaroth and at Edrei, and

ruled in mount Hermon,and in Salecah,

unto the border of Geshurites and the 

and in all Bashan I
Maacathites, and'

■ half Gilead, the border of Sihon king of Heshbon.
I Hoses the servant of Jehovah and the children of 

! Israel smote them: -and Moses the servant of Jehovah
1
! gave it for a possession unto the Reubenites, and the
I Gadites, and the half-tribe, of Manasseh. And these

I



!are th© kings of th© land whom Joshua and th© children 

of Israel smote beyond the Jordan westward, from Baal- 

gad in th© valley of Lebanon even unto mount Halak,
]
that, goeth up to -Seir- (and Joshua gave it unto the

tribes of Israel for a possession according go their 
iiI divisions; in the hill-country, and in the lowland, 

and in the Arabah, and in the slopes, and in the wild- 
tj emess, and in th© South; the Hittite, the Amorite, 

I and the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the 

jJebusite): the king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, 

iwhich is beside Bethel, one; the king of Jerusalem,

one; the king of Hebron, one; the king of Jarmuth, one 

I the king of Lachish, one; the king of Eglon, one; the 

Iking of Gezer, one; the king- of Bebir, one; the king 

I of Geder, one; the king of Hormah, one: th© king of

I Arad, one; the king of Libnah, one; th© king of Ad­
il ullam, one; the king of Makkedah, one; the king of

Bethel, one; the king of Tappuah, one; the king of
li
Hepher, one; the king of Aphek, one; the king of Las-

II sharon, one; the king of Uadon, one; the king of 
I'
Hazor, one; the king of Shimron-meron, one; the king 

of Achshaph, one; the king of Taanach, one; the king 

of Megiddo, one; the king of Kedesh, one; the king of 
ii
’■Jokneam in Carmel, one; the_kmg of Dor in the



of Dor, one; the king of Goiim in Gil gal, one; the i I 
king of Tirzah, one: all the kings thirty and. one. " ‘
After capturing 31 kings wo would think Joshua was en-j 

titled to rest hut this statement faces us in the ; 

beginning of Chap.13., "And there remaineth yet very 

much land to he possessed", Joshua’s last words, .
I' coming from the pen of a Redactor c 540 B.C. attribute!!
S to Joshua great faith. Joshua 23:10 "One man of you -i *1 

shall chase a thousand: for the Lord your God , he it ‘I 
, ‘I

is that .fighteth for you, as he hath promised you." J 
JUDGES. i'

’I
After the death of Joshua it seemed unnecessary 

to use all twelve tribes in disposing of the enemies 
which were left.Judah and Simeon joined their forces !■ 

to dispose of the Canaanites, first in the territory 

to be occupied by Judal^. Judges 1:3,4. "And Judah said; 

unto Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, ' 

that we may fight against the Canaanites; and I like- i 

wise will go with thee into thy lot. So Simeon went 

with him. And Judah went up: and the Lord delivered 1;
11 

the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand: J 
•I 

and they slew of them in Bezek ten thousand men;" f
1’ 

The custom of the German Emperor to-day of offering i 

great prizes for the success .of German arms finds a *1



I like example in this campaign. Judges 1:12,13 "And : 
i '
Caleb said. He that siuiteth Kirjath sepher, and taketh 

• !
■it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter to wife. And : 
' I
^Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, took 

it: and he gave him Achsah his daughter to wife." An ; 
Interesting note is found in the campaign of Judah and j 

jjSimoon for Simeon’s possessions. This account coming 

■ from the J document makes the .teference more valuable.

^Judges 1:19 "And the Lord was with Judah; and he drave 

,out the inhabitants of the mountain: but could not j 
•i I
tdrive out the inhabitants of ths valley, because they

had chariots of iron."
! The children of Benjamin were not. so successful i 

;against the inhabitants of Jerusalem. The House of 

Joseph went up and besieged Bethel and, thru the 
‘'treachery of one of the inhabitants of the city, he 
Iwas able to take it. Uanasseh, Ephraim, Zebulun,, 
(I
‘Assher and Naphtali gained possession of their land

I 
but were unable to dislodge all the inhabitants. A j 

'post-exilic writer adds a note in this J document that (
I the Lord left these inhabitants as thorns and a snare

'to prove Israel, and to teach her ths art of war.

' Israel then changed her form of goveinment. The 

right to authority now seemed to be based upon the



power to lead the armies successfully against the en-”i 

emies of Israel. Othniel who was successful in a prop- I 

osition offered by Caleb was the first to take up this 

new form of government. He defeated the king of Mesopo­

tamia and peace reigned for forty years. After Othniel 

was gone, the people were again oppressed, the rulers 

power seemed to have about the same backing as the
ijtexican rulers of to-day. Judges 3:16-21 "But Ehud made : 

Ihim a dagger which had two edges, of a cubit length;anc^

he did gird it under his raiment upon his right thigh.

And he brought the present unto Eglon king of Moab: and!
I

Eglon was a very fat man. And when he had made an end
t

to offer the present, he sent away the people that bare' 

the present. But he himself turned again from the quar-;
Iries that were by Gilgal, and said, I have a secret 

'errand unto thee, 0 king: who said, Keep silence. And , 

,all that stood by him went out from him. And Ehud came i 
l^nto him; and he was sitting in a sui.mer parlour, whichl 
II II '
he had for himself alone. And Ehud said, I have a j
imessage from God unto thee. And he arose out of his j

I 
seat. Ehud put forth his left hand, and took the 

tdagger from his right thigh, and thrust it into his 
ibelly. " And Judges 3:26-30 "And Ehud escaped while . 

ithey tarried, and passed beyond the quarries, and j
I I
! I



escaped, unto Seirath, And it came to pass, when he ' 

was come, that he blew a trumpet in the mountain of " 

Ephraim, and the children of Israel went down with hiij 

from the mount, and he before them. And he said unto 
I 

them, Ppllow after me; for the Lord hath delivered j 

your enemies the Moabites into your hand. And they i 

went down after him, and took the fords of Jordan 
toward Moab, and suffered not a man to pass over. And, 

‘1 
they slew of Moab at that time about ten thousand menj;

I 
all lusty, and all men of valour; and there escaped 

not a man. So Moab was subdued that day under the 
hand of Israel. And the land had rest fourscore yearS 

Shamgar with his ox^goad seemed to be as successful 

as Ehud. Judges 3:31 "And after him was Shamgar the 

son of Anath, which slew of the Philistines six 

hundred men with an ox goad: and he also delivered ] 
Israel,* ;

Deborah and her lieutenant Barak called all the 

tribes of Israel to their assistance. However Reuben, 

Dan, and Assher failed to respond, for which Deborah j
( 

payed them proper respect in her famous war song. This 

war song which is found in the fifth chapter of n 

Judges, is one of the oldest documents found in the i
I 

Old Testament. •



kB great as her victory was, it could not save

her people forever. The liidianites overcame them. The 

task of their redemption fell to the lot of Gideon. ; 

When the author of the J document gave us this story 

of Gideon’s battle (which is one of the five best known-
- Istories of the Bible) he did not lose anything in com-; 

paring the two armies. Gideon threw his three hundred • 
men against such a host as named in Chap. 7 ?ers8 12 ,*1 
"And the Midlamites and the Amalekitee and all_ the 

children of the east lay along in the valley like

locusts for multitude; a'^d their camels were with­

out number, as the sand which is upon the sea-shore . 

for multitude." In this battle if Hebrew figures can ■
I 

be relied upon, 120,000 men were killed. Gideon 

evidently won his victory by causing a panic in the 
enemies’ camp. Such tactics are employed with great 

success in most modem warfare. If
Abimelech who csime into power next had nothing 

more than a conspiracy to fight against during his ,!
II 

reign. Re was successful in overthrowing this, but 

was mortally wounded by a woman, whO' cast a mill­

stone from a tower upon his head. Immediately he j 

asked his armor-bearer to slay him that he might not -

. meet death at the hands of a woman.
I. I



! The next war broke out when the Ammonites pressed. 
.against Judah, Benjamin and Ephraim. Jepthah came for-! 

''ward as the champion of Israel, The Ammonites accused 
t 'I
ijsrael of annexing some of their land during their « 

[march from the Red Sea, This, Jepthah denied and afteii

failing to secure peace, war began in which Jepthah

was successful. Ephraim seemed to be anxious to ^ight., 
1'
;In Judges 8:1 Ephraim chides Gideon for not asking them 
! I
into his battle. Hero again in Judges 12:1 Ephraim

complains' to Jepthah for not asking them to fight 

against the Ammorites. Here ths first Civil War broke , 

lout between two of the tribes in which Ephraim lost 
'42,000 men. Judges 12:4-6 "Thon Jephthah gathered toJ 

gather all the men of Gilead and fought with Ephraim: 

and the mon of Gilead smote Ephraim, because they said,!'
'Ye Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim among the

Ephraimites, and amo'“g the Manassites. And the Gilead­

ites took the passages of Jordan before the Ephraimites 

and it was so that when those Ephraimites which were 

escaped said, Let ms go over; that ths men of Gilead 
'said unto him. Art thou an Ephraimite? If he said,

Nay: Then said they unto him, Say now Shibboleth: but’ 

he could not frame to pronounce it right. Then they
1
I,took him, and slew him at the passages of Jordan: and



t there fell at that* time o'f the Ephraimites forty, 
1
I two thousand.”

’ The Philistines were the next nation to drag ; 
jisrael into servitude. Their deliverance came through ■ 

I • !Samson, the strong man of the Bible, whom ths J doo- j 

ument credits with slaying a thousand men with the jaw-j 
<1 

,bone of an ass. The tribe of Dan, with their big I

.fighting force and little territory made an invasion 

in the north and there secured a lodging. In the 

■civil strife between Benjamin and the other tribes, 
tthere was brought out a very interesting note as to 
t
the efficiency of Benjamin's fighters. Judges 20:15- 

■16 "And the children of Benjamin were numbered at that 

jtime out of the cities twenty and six thousand men 

[that drew sword, beside the inhabitants of Gibeah, 

which were numbered seven hundred chosen men. Among

all this people there were seven hundrod chosen men 

,'left-handed: every one could sling stones at an hair jl
I ' . jj

breadth and not miss." After reading,this last verse,

'the- record of the battleship Texas sinks into insignif-;
1
ioance. However we must note that this statement
(Came from a post-exilic writer and he might have been 

inclined to extol the merits of his ancestors. How­

ever well equipped they were, they were defeated in i.

1 • ”!i



the war.

RUTH

There are no war references in the book of Ruth. 

1 SAMUEL I
,1 

In the days of Samuel the Philistines again op- ’ 
!j pressed the country. In the first battle the Israel- 

ites were defeated. The ark of the covenant was !
i 

brought from Shiloh to aid Israel. Again they were 

defeated and the ark was cap-tured by the Philistines. 

Israel lost 3O,0OO men. The campaign ceased for awhile, 

but Israel gathered her forces to-gether at Mizpah and^^ 

defeated the Philistines 1 Sam; Chap.7
Again Israel desired a change of her form of ' 

government. She called for a king with this specifi- |' 
cation, ” that he may go out before us and fight our ]' 

battles", let Sam.8:20. The new king did not have to " 

wait long for an opportunity to fight their battles. 

The Amorites gave him the opportunity, against whom he 

was successful. He assembled at Bezek with 300,000 
men. He divided his army into three divisions who !

forced their way into the camp of the Amorites. His t
next conflict was with their time honored enemy, the ! 

Philistines; Johathan, the son of Saul, overthrow the : 

Philistines. After this sucess, he and his father



. . . , ... . „ -tl
I turned, their attention to Moab, Ammon and Edom, also f 
j !
; the Amalekites. In 1st Sam, 14:52 there is a state-

• ment which the pages of the Bible bear out. **And therOd
! I
I was sore war against the Philistines all the days of ! 

j Saul: and when Saul saw any strong man, or any valiant'«
man, he took him unto him.*

.1
J In 1st Sam. 17. is the account of that battle
C ■ !I, which is known to every school-boy in America. It is J 

the one where David defeated Goliath of Gath, There is'
II

I one interesting note in verse 30 which refers to a

"trench" employed by Saul’s army. In both chapters

18 and 19, there are records of conflicts between i
I 

|! David and the Philistines, in which he was successful.

In chapter 20 verse 40 there is an interesting note , 

found in the old King James version, "And Johathan

j, gave his artillery unto his lad and said go carry them'
' into the city. " This is likely to be surprising to the

I 
ordinary reader unless he investigates what was meant j 

by"artillery".
David became estranged from Saul and fled for his

I'
I life. He raised a band of 400 men and defeated the a ' . !
Philistines, who were harassing the threshing dis­

tricts of Keilah. Saul raised three thousand men in
I 

order to take David and his four hundred but was ''

l!
I'



iunsuccessful in all of his attempts. After both
lescaping and. sparing Saul, David, made, an attack on the 
ioeshurites and the Gezrites, and the Amalekites and
was successful in his undertaking. In the meantime ,

Saul was having his trouble with the Philistines. In

the Philistine army we find David and his men but upon 

f'the request of the Philistines, the commander asked 
; David to retire from the forces, after assuring him of

his confidence in David's sincerity. Again David 
■fought against the Amalekites and the Cherethites. Hej;

was successful in disposing of these armies except
] four hundred young men who .rode upon camels. They fle,^ 

In Chap.SI is the famous battle^which Saul and Jonatha.i 

! lost their lives."Now the Philistines fought against . 

Israel: and the men of Israel fled from before the
Philistines, and fell down slain in Mount Gilboa. And 

1' the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon his j' 

' sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abina- 

; dab, and Halchi-shua, the sons of Saul. And the ,
battle went sore against Saul, and the archers over- : 

took him; and he was greatly distressed by reason of

' the archers. Then said Saul to his armorbearer, Draw i

' thy sword, and thrust me through therewith, lest thesaj 

j' uncircumcised come and thrust me through, and abuse me, 
But his armorbearer would not; for he was sore airaid.

i' — -— “ ~ '



’’Therefore Saul took his sword., and. fell upon it. And

’when his armorbearer saw that Saul was dead, he like- 
i.
I wise fell upon his sword, and died with him. So Saul
I' ' I

I'died and his three sons, and his armorbearer, and all . 
h >
!’his men, that same day together. And when the men of i

Israel that were on the other side of the valley, and ‘ n 
they that were beyond the Jordan, saw that the men of ,, 

' Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons were dead, they 
I' 

Sforsook the cities, and fled; and the Philistines camoj

;and dwelt in them. And it came .to pass on the morrow, 
, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, that they 
I'

‘found Saul and his three sons fallen in mount Gilboa.

And they cut off his head, a.nd stripped off his armor, . 

;and sent into the land of the Philistines round about,i 

to carry the tidings unto the house of their idols, and
I

to the people. And they put his armor in the house of^^ 
' the Ashtaroth; and they fastened his body to the wall

of Bethshan. And when the inhabitants of Jabeahgilead 

heard comceming him that which the Philistines had ,
I 

done to Saul, all the valiant men arose, and went all
1

I night, and took the body of Saul and the bodies of his : t
I. sons from the wall of Bethshan; and they came to
I' '

, Jabesh, and burnt them there. And they took their

bones, and buried them under the tamarisk-tree in



[Jabesh, and fasted .seven days.” ’
I !*i U SAMUEL. 
i ; While Saul and Johathan were being defeated, David

was slaughtering the Amaleiites. When returning^he 

; was met by one from Saul’s army, who told of the * 

defeat and death of Saul and Jonathan. It is inter-
I 

esting to note in this day of strict censorbhip of alls, 
war news that the thing was not unknown in the time of: 

David. II Sam. 1:19-20 "The beauty of Israel is slain ,, 

'upon thy.high places: how are the mighty fallen!.Tell 

; it not in Gath,publish it not in the streets of Aske- 

! Ion; lest the daughters of Philistines rejoice lest 
! .. !* the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph. * Upon thei 

, death of Saul and Jonathan the leadership of the na- 
I t'I tion fell to David. We would naturally expect some 
conflict between David and the remaining members of

•' Saul’s family. In a long warfare from which we are i 

unable to obtain the number of conflicts or battles, 
the forces of David were victorious. IISam.3;l "Now , I 

I there was long war between the house of Saul and the 
I' Ihouse of David: and David waxed stronger and stronger,!

I 
but the house of Saul waxed weaker and weaker." !

In the first campaign after establishing himself, ' 

David took the stronghold, Jabus of the Jebusites



J which was later called Jerusalem. II Sam. 5:6-9 "Arid
j the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the
' Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, who spake unto;

David, saying, Except thou take away the blind and th$;
I

lame, thou shalt not come in hither. Zl/evertheloss I
ii

‘ David took the stronghold of Zion; the same is the j
I 

city of Davidi And David said on that day, Whosoever

‘ smiteth the Jebusites,- let him get up to the water- v 
1

course, and smite the lame and the blind,-that are

hated of David’s soul. Wherefore they say, There are -
1, 

the blind and the lame; he cannot come into the house.
I

And David dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the ,
■' n

I city of David.
'• !

i; It was not long until the old time enemy of !.
i: ' !

ji Israel, the Philistines, declared war upon David, In - 

fact it seemed as if, they wished to make this, part ;

of David’s inaugural ceremony. II Sam. 5:17 "But when i
I ;

' the Philistines heard that they had anointed David
[ king over Israel, all the Philistines came up to seek . 

rj David; and David heard of it, and went down to the

I hold." David defeated the Philistines at Baal-
I „

I' Perazim. However the Philistines reorganized and

came again only to be defeated, David annexed some of

,, their territory. He then began a series of campaigns



to enlarge his territory and to furnish revenue for- 

his kingdom. He defeated Moab and Zobah and took 

large military supplies at the latter place, II Sam. 

8:4 " And David took from him a thousand and seven

: hundred horsemen, and twenty thousand footmen: and 

David hocked all the chariot horses, but reserved of
I’ 

them for a hundred chariots.” The Syrians undertook I 
to send aid to the king of Zobah but were met by David,i 
and defeated. David left a strong garrison at f

||
• Damascus, ^i, king of Joram, appreciated Davidas f 

: work and gave him much silver and brass, which David ■
kept for the temple. David also established garrisons'' 

in Edom.

D^vid sent
1, 

some personal representatives to Hanum,j

king of Ammon,
J 

to express his grief over the death of

Hanun’s father. Having been mistaken for spies, they 

had their heads shaven and their beard cut, which is 

equivalent in modem times to handing an ambassador 

his passports. The king of Ammon hired 80,000 Syrian 

foot soldiers and a thousand men from Maachab; and 

from Ishtob, twelve thousand men. Against this army 

David sent Joab, his general, who seems to have been 

caught in a trap. Having once defeated the Syrians, 

he chose his best men to rout them. The Syrians were



routed and th© Ammonites defeated.II Sam, 10:6-14.
J 

However, the Ammonites prepared for a new campaign, |

relying again upon Syrian soldiers. This campaign, i
also, ended in defeat for the Ammonites. On account j. 

of being unable to get more Syrian soldiers, the king 

of Ammon made peace. II Sam. 10: 18-19 "And the i 

Syrians fled before Israel: and David slew the men of i| 
jI 

seven hundred chariots of the Syrians, and forty thous­
and horsemen, and smote Shobach the captain of their i 

host, who died there. And when all the kings that j, 
I 

were servants to Hadarezer saw that they were smitten 

before Israel, they made peace with Israel, and served' 

them. So th© Syrians feared to help the children of

Ammon any more."
David found some internal trouble in his latter j 

days when his son, Absalom, formed a conspiracy which i' 
. I.caused his aged father to flee his throne. David 

gathered enough troops to oppose him and a battle was i 

fought in the woods of Ephraim. The army of Absalom j 

was defeated; 20,000 men were slain and others 
perished in the forest. It is interesting to note the 

value that David's men placed upon his leadership. In 

II Sam. 18:3 they said that he “rs worth 10,000 of hie 

soldiers. After Absalom was killed, one of his



generals, Sheba,, carried on the insurrection. When

Joab pursued him, he took refuge in the fortress of 

Abel-beth-Maachah. Joab laid siege to this place and 

demanded the head of Sheba. A woman undertook the

' task of securing his head with the following results ;

' II Sam. 20:22 "Then the woman went unto all the peoplej 
||
I in her wisdom. And they cut off the head of Sheba the 

: son of Bichri, and threw it out to Joab. And he blew ! 

ji the trumpet, and they were dispersed from the city, ■

)' every man to his tent. And Joab returned to Jerusalem!!
I ;
I unto the king." ,
I Once again the armies of the Philistines made war 
' I'against Israel. In this battle, David seems to have 

cleaned up the rest of the family of giants which he 

began on, when a boy. II Sam. 21: 16-17 "And Ishbibe- .
I
i> nob, which was of the sons of the giant, the vzeight of- 

j' whose spear weighed three hundred shekels of brass in ■ 
1
, weight, he being girded with a new sword, thought to •

have slain David. But Abishai the son of Zeruiah sue-,
I '!• coured him, and smote the Philistine, and killed him. "|.

1'
II Sam. 21:18-22 "And it came to pass after this,that .

!• there was again a battle with the Philistines at Gob: S
I]. then Sibbechai the Hushathite slevz Saph, which was of

the sons of the giant. And there wrs again a battle

1



in Gob with the Philistines, where Elhanan the son of ;I ' ’II
Jaareoregim, a Bethlehemite, slew the brother oxb J

il Goliath the Gittite, the staff of whose spear was likejj 
J a weaver’s beair., ■ And there was yet a battle in Gath, !| 
I' where was a man of great stature, that had on every ! 

I ” I' hand six fingers and on every foot six -toes, four ;
I
i and twenty in nur.ber; and he also was bom to the , 

giant. And when he defied Israel, Jonathan the- son i‘" :i
'' of Shimeah the brother of David slew him. These four ij

were born Vo the giant in Gath, and fell by the hand i 
I 

{: of David, and by the hand of his servants.” In the , 
r I
i closing chapter of II Sam. verse 9, the fighting force' 
1
I, of Joab’s army is given at 1,-300,000 men. |,
I'and II KINGS and I add II CHRONICLES. "

the government of Israel was well' established and her

From a document known as ’’The enemies conquered.
comes the information that Solomon Annals of Solomon”

of horses for his chariots andkept 40,000 stalls

through the efforts of the Egyptian army, when they
to Solomon’s wife who wastook Gezer and presented it 

a daughter of Pharoah, king 
for the fevz fishermenwere mostly landsmen except

of Egypt. The-Israelites

18,000 horsemen. Solomon annexed a little territory

When Solomon came to the throne, it seemed that

I



found, on "the Sea’of Galilee, but in Solomon’s time he’ 

established a sea pov/er. Upon the Ped Sea he estab- ii

I lished a ”navy of ships" and Hiram, king of Tyre,
1 

^furnished the sailors. I Kings 9:26-27. "And king ;

Solomon made a navy of ships in Eziongeber, which is i, 

beside Eloth, on the shore of the Red sea, in the land'i 
of Edom. And Hiram sent in the navy his servants, > 

.1
shipmen that had knowledge of the sea, with the ser- • 

ivants of Solomon." Also he had a fleet in the Ked- 
' I
■ iterranean Sea which vzas allied with the navy of Hi ram f
I Kings 10:22 " For the king had at sea a navy of '' 

1!

i|Tharshish with the navy of Hiram:' once in three years 

'came the navy of Tharshish, bringing gold, and silver, :

ivory, and apes, and peacocks."
ii

In addition to building up his navy, Solomon 

strengthened his forces on land. He gathered 1400 '
I i

chariots and 12,000 horsemen which he distributed ■
*' J
among the military cities of Israel. I Kings 10: 26. t

Solomon had some minor trouble with Hadad who had been,,
I* 

carried to safety into- Egypt while Joab, David’s | 

general, was spending six months in Edom destroying al\

!the men of Bdom. Rezon of Zobah was another adversary;

of Solomon. Also Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an I 
I’Ephrathite, caused Solomon some discomfort. The first i



b it

■ (
r 

I 'a

two adversaries gave Solomon very little trouble and li 

the latter was forced to flee into Egypt. *

I The government of Israel v/as destined to undergo *'
I 4

' another violent change. This time it was the rebellion

of ten of the tribes under the leadership of Jeroboam |
,r I

who had returned from Egypt. Rehoboam who was the suc| 
,, cessor of Solomon had other trouble than the revolting J’ 
^of the ten tribes. Shishak, king of Egypt, came f 

iagainst Jerusalem, pillaged the temple, and took away • 
f I
its treasures. I Kings 14:25-26. Perhaps thia event ■ 

was an easy task on account of the continuous war

between Rehoboam and Jeroboam I Kings 14:30. Shishak ‘ 

had 1200 chariots and 60,000 horses with a large num-
I ber of infantry. He took the fortress of Jerusalem '

J and the city. Rehoboam secured peace by giving

Shishak the treasures of the temple. II Chron. Chap. 12.' 
ji > "j, Rehoboams wars vzere left to be carried on by his
1, eon Abijah, Abijah put forth great efforts to bring

the ten tribes back into allegiance. He marched «•
' li

I 400,000 men against 800,000 of Jeroboam's. They met

at Et. Ephraim where Abijah delivered a speech to ‘ 
i *
Jeroboan. and his army, asking that they again swear

!allegiance to Judah and to Cod. While he was making

'the speech, Jeroboam occupied his time by getting an !



cLEibush back of Abijah’s army? When Abijah discovered J 

this the war trumpets were sounded and he won a' victaryjj 
over Jeroboam. The report of the number killed woul-d ! 
rival one of those coming from the district of I

Przemysl. II Chron, 13:17, ”So there fell down slain i 

of Israel 500,000 chosen men." Hovzever Abijah failed ■ 
in bringing them into allegiance. He took Bethel, I

Jeshanah, and Ephraim with their dependent towns. !

Asa succeeded his father Abijah. He had peace J 

during, .the first ten years of his reign and occupied i 

this time in strengthening his frontier cities. He , 

also raised an army of 580,000. II Chron.14:6-8. f 
r 

Zerah the Ethiopian came against him in the 11th year 
of his reign with one million men. Asa met him at j 

Mareshah and defeated him. 
I

Jeroboam’s son and successor reigned a very short' 
time. At the ^©j/gb of Gibbethon, he was slain by 

Baasha a native of Issachar who took the throne !
I 

Mexican style. Baasha built Ramah and laid some kind >■ 
I: 

of a siege to Judah. "He built Ramah, that he might t| 
not suffer anyone to go out or to come in to Asa, kinglj

I 
of Judah." I Kings 15:17 However he was compelled to ' 

give up this undertaking by Asa allying himself with ■ 

Benhadad of Damascus. !



The next ruler in Israel who contrihutei anythingf 
to her Eiilitary history was Zimri, He was captain of | 

|!I half the chariots in the rpyal arrny. He got his throne
I' as one of the conspirators against Elah. The royal . 
t
army was at this time besieging Gibbethon. When they j 

, i
heard of Elah's death the troops proclaimed Omri, king'

I' When the troops returned with Omri, Zimri committed ' 
li
j, suicide. Omri was confronted by another conspirator,

* Tibni. In the civil war betv/een the tv;o factions '■ 
I'

, which lasted four year, Omri was victorious. •!
' ii
‘ Ahab, successor of Omri, undertook three campaign^ 
against Eenhadad.II of Damascus. Benhadad laid. s(Sti)g0

!■ 
to Samaria. During a banquet Ahab attacked his army andj.

routed it. The next year Ahab defeated him again and j 

regained the lost cities and certain commercial and , 
’I I
''political privileges. Three years later he allied
I himself with king Jehoshaphat and marched against |
I '
I Benhadad. I Kings Chap, 22. In this battle, vfhile ■ 
■' I
i disguised, he v/as killed and his armies defeated. i
I

Jehoshaphat began his v/ork by strengthening him- j
! self against Israel. However a little later, on !
I
.account of a common enemy on the north, he allied him-i*

„ self with Ahab. During his reign he kept a large I
standing army II Chron.l7;10. He was persuaded by

r 
i: ,!



J ©ho ram to Join him against Moab. These allied, armied^

enemy-IIKings 3:4-27.
gathered, up the Ammonited, the Syrians and the Edom-

after a miraculous escape were victorious over the 
ij 

The Moabites after their defeat,

ites and went against Jehoshaphat. For a time things !
looked dangerous for Jehoshophat, He called for j

I

divine assistance which came in the-form of .a dis- !

agreement between the allies. ,

The first thing that Ahaziah faced was a revolt
!

of the land of Moab, In company with Jehoshaphat he i,
1revived the sea power of Israel but the ships were :

,1 destroyed in a storm.
I

Jehoram, the son and successor of Jehoshaphat metj
a terrible fate at the hands- of th© Philistines and '

the Arabians. II Chr.on, 21: 16-17 "And Jehovah stirred’
I, up against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines, and 

[ of the Arabians that are beside the Ethiopians; and 

they came up against Judah, and brake into it, and
carried away all the substance that was found in the ji
king’s house, and his sons also, and his wives; so [

I
that there was never a son left him save Jehoahaz, the,

!
I youngest of his sons."

Ahaziah, king of Judah, son of Jehoram made an I
I expedition against Hazael, king of Syria, in company :



i i

I 

( t

I

with the king of Israel. The king of Israel was 
wounded. Another tinie he joined the Israelitish king i 
to fight Jehu. They were defeated and Ahaziah woundedI

I Ha later died at Kogiddo.
* JehUj king of Israel got his throne by destroying! 
the house of Ahai after he had-killed Jehoram in ! 

battle. He waged a war against the Syrians which was l!

I disastrous II’^Kings Chap. 10. I
During the reign of Jehoash, Hazael, king of ' 

‘ Syria invaded his country and surrounded Jerusalem. , 

Peace was secured by giving the treasures of the

’ temple. s

' Jehoahaz, the successor of Jehu met severe defeat|
■

■ at the hands of the Syrians. His military forces were* 
,1 . ,1 

j reduced to fifty horsemen, ten chariots and ten thous-l 
' I

, and foot soldiers. This condition v/as relieved by i

Jehoash who expelled the’ Syrians and reestablished his, 
i kingdon. War broke out betvzeen Jehoash and Amaziah. | 
I t
Jehoash marched on Jerusalem, tore down 400 cubits of !

T/all and took the treasures from the temple and the ;
ii 

ij palace.
Amaziah, the son of Jehoash, king of Judah, j 

’ undertook to recover Edom He raised an army of : 
! 300,000 men and hired 100,000 of Israel. This is the 
I * a -1-=. a „ _ “ —-sss — , "i-'



Tirst exaSpie" of''‘the use~b’f mercenary troops"'b7'thQ T 

Jevfs. It met with the disapproval of the eccles­

iastical powers of Judah and the 100,000 were dis-

' missed, Amaziah proceeded v/ith the campaign and was
i successful, killing 10,000, while 10,000 others were j

I dashed to pieces on the rocks of Selah. He challenged 
I

:• Jehoash, king of Israel to battle and was defeated.

; Jerusalem was taken and part of its walls destroyed.
I Jereboam II, king of Israel succeeded in throwing

1 off the .Syrian yoke. He captured the chief cities of j
I <

Damascus and established an eastern border from

- Lebanon to the Dead Sea II Kings 14:25-28. He also ! 

conquered Ammon and Moab and retook the territory for : 

the tribes on the east side of the Jordan.
! Uzz'iah began his reign with war against Edom, I

: the Arabs, the people of Maan and also against the i 
I

Philistines. He razed the walls of Gath and founded :

! new fortified cities in Philistine territory.

During the reign of Menahim, a force of Assyri- , 
ans appeared upon ths borders of Israel under King I 

Pul. Peace was secured by aseesing all the rich men

■ of Israel 50 shekels per head and giving it to King
1

,, Pul. i

* 

1; Picah sought to restore his kingdom and to throw Jj
|i i

i

11



off'this tribute. Re allie'd^himself with^Rezirf/'king-r 

of Banascus, made war upon Judah and laid siSge to i 

Jerusalem. He slew 120,000 and carried 200,QOO women • 

and children away, Picah later lost half of his king-,
■ !■ 

dom to the Assyrians. . i;
Jotham, king of Judah fortified Jerusalem and j 

waged a successful war against the Amorites because of 

their not paying tribute. II Chron. 26:8 !
Ahaz was the ruler of Judah when Picah, king of ;I 

Israel and Rezin, king of Syria warred against him. j 

Ahaz met defeat at the hands of these' ^^forces
after loosing this caiiipaign, he applied to Tiglath- 

Pilezer, king of Assyria, who freed him from the i
I 

Syrian yoke by taking Damascus and killing King Rezin.i
. I

Por this service'he became a tributary to Tiglath- !

Pilezer.
Soon after the ascention of Hoshea to the throne

i 
he became subject to Shalmanezer, who invaded his ; 

territory. .Hoshea began negotiations with Soj king 

of Sgypt, v/hich prompted Shalmanezer’s return to pun-' 

ish his new tributary. The second revolt brought on 

the siege of Samaria which fell after three years.
The ten tribes were carried away beyond the Euphrates 

after this defeat.
Soon after Hezekia^_ king of Judah, ascend^ed th3|



throne, he carried on a succeeeful war against the
Philistines. He rebelled against the king of Assyria ;

and refused to pay tribute. Upon the invasion of Sen- 
'I nacherib, Hezekiah prepared a powerful defense. This ;

memorable invasion of Sennacherib met with great dis- I 
aster at the gates of Jerusalem II Kings 19:55 "And itj 

i
came to pass that night, that the angel of Jehovah 
went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a ! 

hundred fourscore and five thousandiand when men arose!

early in.the morning, behold, these were all dead - 

bodies/*

Under Manasseh, the Philistines, Moabites, and
Ammonites revolted Zeph. 2:4-9 and Jer. Chapters 47—42!!
Assyria also came down and carried him away to Babylon 1 

i for a year. II Chron. 53:1,1.
! - ‘' Josiah, in trying to keep Necho, king of Egypt |! 
from passing through the land, disguised, himself and j

I went out to battle with him. Ke was wounded and taken» 
to Jerusalem where he died. II Chron. Chapter 55, {!

ii 
Jehoahaz ascended the throne after the death of I

I ■ *
I his father. Wlien Pharoah Necho returned, he took ;

'.Jehoahaz and placed Jehoiakim upon the throne. j

i Carchemish Nebuchadnezzar besieged and captured Jj

: Jerusalem and carried Jehoiakim. .away to Babylon. |



Jehoiakim was returned to Jerusaler, and, later,deluded

t

by Egyptian politicians, ho rebeled against Nebuchad­

nezzar IIKings 24:1. Bands of Chaldeans, Syrians,

Moabites and Anmonites harassed Jehoiakim. II Kings

24:2.

Jehoiachin succeeded Jehoiakim. Nebuchadnezzar,

having disposed of other matters again laid siege to

Jerusalem. Jer. 22:18-30. Jerusalem fell and I
Jehoiachin and 10,000 others including warriors and I|

Is
craftsmen were carried to Babylon. |!

The king of Babylon left Zedekiah in charge of ij
I

the government at Jerusalem. Zedekiah formed an I

alliance with the king of Egypt which caused an in­

vasion of the Chaldeans who laid siege to- Jerusalem, ■ 
Pharoah came to his assistance but was able to relieve^ 

the siege for only a short time. After sixteen months! 
the city fell. IIKings 25:4 "And the city was broken 

up, and all the men of war fled by night by the way 

of the gate betvzeen two walls, which is by the king*s 
garden: (now the Chaldees were against the city round 

about:) and the king went the way toward the plain.”
I 

Zedekiah was blinded and taken to Babylon where he ! 
died. Now we find Israel’s place in the sun in total i

eclipse. 
iL



E'Zifid'and'NfiHfefilAH. "" - - ---- ~ -

When the restoration came under Ezra Nehemiah, i 

there was an amied force kept by Nehftmiah while the , 
walls were being rebuilt N0h.4:18 "For the builders, I 

every one had his sword girded by his side and so ■
I 

buildedr Neh. 4;21"So we laboured in the work: and
I 

half of them held the spears from the ri-aing of the 

morning till the stars appeared."
The remaining books.of the Old Testament have { 

very few references of information as to battles and | 
campaigns in the wars of the Hebrew people. The book!;

• p
of Psalms contains comparatively few war references, 

Host of these are commemorating notes on battles we 

Jiave already discussed. In the Prophetical writings ;i 

we have the thought of the best and noblest minds of 

•the times. It is refreshing to note their high ideals 

of peace in an age that reeked with human blood.

Listen to the Prophet Isaiah as far back as 740 B.C.

Isa.2:4 "And he shall judge among the nations, and 

shall rebuke many people; and they shall beat their ;1 I
swords into plowshares, and their ..spears into prun-' . 
inghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against ! 

nation, neither shall they learn war any more." * 

Critics might say that tliese preacher prophets did ;



Snot understand war. Please note Isa. 9:5 "For every 

: battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and gar- 

. ments rolled in blood.” He not only understood war 

. but likewise had high, well-defined principles, that 

would be accepted to-day, upon which eternal peace can

'be founded, i.e. "with judgement and with justice,"

I Isa. 9:7 "Of the increase of his government and peace i,
I there shall be no* end, upon the throne of David, and 

upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it

I with judgment and with justice from hence^forth oven

I for ever. " We find Micah expressing the same thought, 
las Isaiah and in practically the same words-Micah 4:3 

! "And he will judge between many peoples, and will 

decide concerning strong nations afar off: and they

* shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 

spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up 

sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
mo re."

I

In conclusion there are a few things to note and 

a few questions to raise that we. will not answer.

j No. 1 , Where did the writers of the Old Testa- 
1
I' ment get their infoiraation? We read in Numbers 21:14 

' a reference which tells us that some of the deeds of
I
I

Moses were written in a book called"the book of the



I t-

wars of**th® Lord* "Wherefore Tt £s sai<f £h the boolc

of ths wars of the Lord, What he did in the Red sea, 

and in ths brooks of Arnon. " How much did the writers
' 'iof the Hexateuch and Judges with the exception of

'Deuteronomy refer to this book? This ons thing we are-
;iable to answer: that nine tenths of our war referenced ' . *■ I;have come from the J document. When we turn to Samuel,| 

.the Kings, and the Chronicles'we have four main sourcei| 
I • I

(1) The Annals of Samuel.
(S) The Annals of Solomon !
(3) The Chronicles of the Kings of Israel i,
(4) The Chronicles of the Kings of Judah,

'No.2 1
i That with the establishment of monarchy came a i 
direct and deliberate attempt to establish a military [

■policy, with the same motto that has thrown the whole (I 
of Europe into conflict, "My country is greater than 
all the rest of humanity." This fallacy will wreck 1 

any nation in any age.
■ s 

■No.3 •
That everlasting peace will be established only | 

when selfishness gives way to justice; when a nation’s 

place in the sun shall not be a reflection of the 

glint of their swords, or polished guns, but the re­
flection of the hearts of its people, whose supreme I 

ilove is not for race or nation, but whose supreme love

' ■ -

ji :
’ I

ii ji

I '•



for humanity rsaches as high as the heavens and is as

broad as humanity itself.


