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The barveft is truly great, but the labam ers are
few. Luke c.10. V2.
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A PROPOSAL for the
betver  Supplying  of
Churches in our foreign
Plantations, &c.

Faten) L THOUGH there are feveral ex-
‘?A’fi cellent perfons of the church of Eng-
@ﬁé land, whofe good intentions and endea-
el id vours have not been wanting to propa-
e gate the gofpel in foreign parts, who
have even combined into focieties for that very

urpofe, and given great encouragement, not only
tor Englifh miffionaries in the Weft-Indies, but alfo,
for the reformed of other nations, led by their ex-
ample, to Fropag:{‘te chriftianity in the Eaft: It is
neverthelefs acknowledged, that there is at this
day, but little fenfe of religion, and a moft noto-
rious corruption of manners, inthe Engli(h colonics
{ettled on the continent of America, ard the iflands.
It is alfo acknowledged, that the gofpel hath hi-
therto made but a very inconfiderable progrefs a-
mong the neichbouring Americans, who fill con-
tinue in much-what ﬁxe fame ignorance and bar-

barifm, in which we found them above a hundred
years ago.
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i Qli'a.lll';ffi:cx{eforc venture to fubmif my thoughts
upon a‘point; that I have long confider’d, to better

: 10+ judgments, in hopes that any expedient will be fa-
t°0 < wourably ficarknéd to, which is propofed for the

remedy of thefe evils. Now in order to effe&t this,
it fhould feem the natural proper method, to pro-
vide, in the firft place, a conftant fupply of worthy
clergy-menfor the Englifh churches in thofe parts ;
and in the fecond place, a like conftant fupply of
zcalous miffionaries well fitted for propagating Chri-
ftianity among the favages.

For though the fureft means to reform the morals, -
and foften the behaviopr of men, be, to preach to
them the pure uncorrupt doétrine of the gofpel, yet
it cannot be denied that thefuccefs of preaching de-

pendeth in good meafure on the character and skill

of the preacher: Forafmuch as mankind are more
apt-to copy charalters than to pra&ife precepts, and
forafmuch as argument,. to: attain its full firength,
doth not lefs require the life of zeal, than the
weight of reafon ; and the fime do@rine, which
maketh great imFreﬁion, when delivered with de-
cency -and addrefs, lofeth very much of its force
by pafling through aukward or unskilful hands.

Now the clergy fent over to America bave pro-
ved, too many of them, very meanly qualified both
in learning and morals for the difcharge of their of-
fice. Andindeed little can be expected from the
example or inftruction of thofe, ‘who quit their
native country on no other motive, than that they
are not able to procure a livelihood in it, which is
known to be ofEen the .cafe. )

To this may be imputed the fmall care that hath
been taken to convert the negroes of our planta-
tions, who, to the infamy of England, and fcandal
‘of the world, continue Heathen under Chriftian ma-
flers, and in Chriftian conntries. Which couv’d ne-
ver be, if our planters were rightly inftru&ted and
madefenfible; that they difappointed their own bap-
tifin by denying it to thofe who belong to ther}r: :

Tha;
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That it would be of advantage to their affairs, to
to have flaves who thould obey iz allthings their
wafiers according to the flefb, 1ot with eye-fervice
a5 wien-pleafers, but, in_finglenefs of bears as fear-
ing God : That gofpel liberty confifts with temporal
fervitude : and that their {laves would only become
better flaves by being Chriftian.

And though it be allowed that fome of the clergy
in our colonies have approved themfelves men of
merit, it will ar the fame time be allowed, that
themoft zealous and able miffionary from England
mutft find himfelf but ill qualified for converting the
American Heathen, if we confider the difference of
language, their wild way of living, and above all,
the great jealoufy and prejudice which favage na-
tions have towards foreigners, or innovations intro-
duced by them. ;

Thefe confiderations make it evident, that a col-
lege or feminary in thofe partsis very much wanted ;
and therefore the providing fuch’a feminary, is
carneftly propofed and recommended to all thofe,
who have it in their. power, to contribute to fo
good a work. By this, two ends would be ob-
tained.

Firft, the youth of our Englifh plantations might
be themfelves fitted for the miniltry ; and men of
merit would be then glad toill the churches of
their native country, which are now a drain for
the very dregs and refufe of ours. -

At prefent, there are, Iam told, many churches
vacant in our plantatiors, and many very ill fup-
plied 5 nor canall the vigilance and “wifdom of that

- great_prelate, whofe peculiar care it is, prevent
this, fo long as the aforefaid churches are fu pplicd
from England.

And fupplied they muft be, with fuch as can be
pick’d up in England or Ireland, till a nurfery of
learning for the education of the natives is founded.
This indced might provide a conftant fucceffion of
learned and exemplary paftors; and what effeft

this
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this muft befuppofed to have on their flocks, 1
need not fay.

Secondly, the children of favage Americans,
brought up infuch a {feminary, and well inftructed
inreligion and learning, might make the ableftand
propereft miffionaries for {preading the gofpel a-
mong their countrymen ; who would be lefs apt to
{ufpeét, and readier to embrace a doirine recom-
mended by neighbours or relations, men of their
own blood and language, than if it were propofed
by fotcigners, who would not improbably be
thought to have defigns on the liberty or property
of their converts.

The young Americans neceffary for this purpofe,
. thay, in the beginning be procured, either by peace-
dble metheds from thofe favage nations, which
border on our colonics, and are in friendfhip with
us, or by taking captive- the children of our ene-
mies. .

It is propofed t6 admit into the aforefaid college
only fuch favages as are under ten years of age,
before‘evil habits have taken a deep root ; and yet
not fo early as ‘to prevent retaining their mother
tongue, which fhould be preferved by intercourfé
among themfelves.

It is further propofed, to grourd thefe young
Americans thoroughly in religion and morality, and
to give them a good tinfture of other learning 3
particularly of eloquence, hiftory, and practical
mathematicks : to which it may not be improper
to add fome skill in phyfick.

If there were a yearly fupply of ten or a dozen
fuch miflionaries fent abroag into their relpe@ive
countries, after they had received the degree of
mafter of arts in the aforefaid college, and holy
orders in England, (till fuch time as epifcopacy
be cftablifhed in thofe parts) it is hardly to be
doubted, but, in a little time the world would fee
good and great cffeéts thereof.
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For, to any confidering man, the employingAme-
rican miffionaries for the converfion of America,
will, of allothers, appear the moft. likely method
to fucceed ; efpecially if care be'taken, that, du-
ring the whole courfc of their education, an eye

“fhould be had totheir miffion; that they fhould

be taught betimes to confider themfelvesas trained
up in that fole view, without any other profpeét of
rovifion, or employment ; thata zeal for religion,
and love of their country, fhould be early and con-
ftantly inftilled into their minds, by rcpeated le-
&ures and admonitions ; that they fhould' not only
be -incited by the common topics” of religion and
nature, but farther animated and enflamed by the
great examples, in paft ages, of publick {pirit and.
virtue, to refcue their countrymen from their favage
manners, to a life of civility and religion. =~
If his majefty would gracioufly pleafe o grant
a charter for a college to be erefted in a proper
place for thefe ufes, it is to be hoped a fund may

be foon raifed, by the contribution of well-difpofed

perfons, fufticient for building and endowing the
fame. For as the neceffary expence would be
fmall, fo there are men of religion and humanity
in England, who would be ‘pleafed to fec any de-
fign fet forward for the glory of God and the good
of mankind.

A {mall expence would fuffice’ to fubfit and
educate the American miflionaries’ in-a plain fim-
ple manner, fuch as might make it eafy for them
to return to the coarfe and poor methods of life in
ufe among their countrymen ; and nothing can con-
tribute more to leflen this expence, than a judicious
choice of the fituation, where the feminary is to.

Many things ought tobe confidered in the choice
of'a fituation. It fhould be ina good air; in a
place where provifions are cheap and plenty 5 where.
an intercouric might eafily be kept up ‘with all
parts of Americaand the iilands; in a place of {&-

cu-



curity, not expofed to the infults of pyrates,favages,
or other encmies; where there is no great trade,
which might tempt the readers or fellows of the
college to become merchants, to the negleét of
their proper bufinefs ; where there are neither ri-
ches nor luxury to divert, or leflen their applica-
tion, or to make them uneafy and diffatisfed with
a homely frugal fubfiftence : laftly, where thein-
habitants, if {uch a place may.be found, are noted
for innocence and fimplicity of manners. I need
not fay of how great importance this point would
be_toward forming the morals of young ftudents,
and what mighty influence it muft have on the
miffion,

It is evident the college long fince projetted in
Barbadoes would be defetive in many. of thele
particulars ; for though it mayhave its ufe among
the inhabitants, yet a place of f{o high trade, {fo
much wealth and luxury, and fuch diffolute mo-
rals, (not to mention the great (Price and {carcity of
provifions 5) muft at firft fight feem a very impro-

er fituation for a general feminary intended for the
orming miflionaries, and educating youth in reli-
gion and fobriety of mamners. The fame objeétions
lie againft the neighbouring iflands.

And if we confider the accounts given of thein
avarice and licentioufnefs, their coldnefsin the pra-
&ice of religion, and their averfion from propaga
ting it, (which appearsin the withholding theif
{laves from baptifn) itis to be feared, that the
inhabitants in the populous parts of our plantations
 on the continent are not much fitter, than thofe

in. the iflands abovementioned, to‘influence or af-
it fuch a defign. And as to the more remote
4nd lefs frequented parts, the difficulty of being
fupplied with neceflaries, 'the danger of being ex-

ofed “‘to the inroads of favages, and above all, the
want of intercourfe with other places, render them
improper fituations for a feminary of religion and

learning, - : £ ¥
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fr will not be amifs to infett here an obfetvation,

remember to have feen in an abflraét of the
proceedings, &c. annexed to the Dean of Canterbu-
ry’s fermon, before the fociety for the propagation
of the gofpel in foreign parts ; that the favage In-
dians, who live on the continent, will not fuffer
their children to learn Englith or Dutch; left they
fhould be debauched by converfing with their Eu-
ropean neighbours : which is a melancholy, but
firong confirmation of the truth of what hatlx been
now advanced. ]

A general intercourfe and correfpondence with
allthe Englifh colonies, both on the iflands and the
continent, and with other parts of America, hath
been before laid down, as a peceflary circumitance,
the reafon whereof is very evident. But - this cir-
tumftance is hardly to be found. For on the con-
tinent, where there are neither inns, nor carriages,
nor brjdges over the rivers, there is no travelling
by land between diftant places. And the Englith
fettlements are reputed to extend along the fea-
coaft for the fpace of fifteen hundred miles. It is
therefore plain, there can be no convenient comi-
munication between them, otherwife than by {ea 5-
noadvantage therefore, in this point, can be gained
by fettling on the continert. TR ;

. There is another confideration, which equally re-
gards the continent and iflands, that the general
courfe of trade and correfpondence lies from all -
thofe colonies to Great Britain alone: Whereas,
for our prefent purpofe, it would be neceffary to
pitch upon a place, if fuch could be found, which
maintains a conftant intercoutfe with all the other
colonies, and whofe commerce lies chie‘ or alto-
gether (not in Europe, but) in America.
~ There is but one {pot that I can find, to which
this circumfance agrees : and that is the ifles of
Bermuda, otherwife called the Summer Iflands.
Thefe having no rich commodity or manufacture,
fuch as fugar, tobacco; or the like, wherewithal

to
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to trade to England, are obliged te become car-
riers for America, asthe Dutch are for Europe.
‘The Bermudans are excellent fhipwrights and
failors; and have a great number of very good.
{loops, ‘which are always paffing and repafling
from all parts of America. They drivea conftant
trade to the iflands of Jamaica, Barbadoes, Antego,
&c. .with butter, onions, cabbages, and other
roots and vegetables, which they have in great
plenty and perfeGtion. They have alfo fome {mall
manufaltures of joyner’s work and matting, which
they export to the plantations on the continent,
Hence Bermudan floops are oftner feen in the
orts of America, than any other. And indeced,
y ‘the beft information I could get, it appears
they are the only people of all the Britifh planta-
tions, who hold a general correfpondence with the
reft.

And, as the commerce of Bermuda renders it a
very fir place, wherein to ere&t a feminary, fo
likewife doth its fituation, it being placed between
our plantations ‘on the continent, and thofe in the
ales, fo as equally to refpeét both. To which
may be addéc(ll, that it lies in the way of vefltls
paffing from America .to Great Britain ; all which
‘inakesit plain, that the youth, to be educated in a

-feminary placed in the Summer Iflands, would

have frequent opgortunitics of going thither and
correfponding with their friends. It muft indeed

" be owned, that fome will be obliged to go a long

way to: any one place, which we fuppofe reforted
to, from all parts of our plantations ; butif we
were to look out a fpot the neareft approaching to
an equaly diftance from all the reft, 1 believe it
would found to be Bermuda. It remains, that
we fee whether it enjoys the other qualities or con-
. ditions laid'down as well as this.
The Stmmer Iflands arc fitdated near the lati-
tide of ‘thirty-three degrees ; no part of the world
enjoys ‘@ purcr air, or ‘a more temperate climate,

the
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the great acean which environs them, atonce mo-
derating the heat of the fouth winds, and the fe-
verity of the north-weft. Such a latitude -on. the
continent might be thoughr too hot ; but the air
.in Bermuda is perpetually fanned and kept cool by
fea-breezes, which render the weather the moit
healthy and delightful that could be wifhed, being,
(asisaffirmed by perfons who have long lived there)
of one equal tenour almoft throughout the whole~
year, like the latter-end of a fine May ; infomuch
that it is reforted to as the Montpelier of America,

Nor are thefe ifles (if we may believe the acs
counts given of them) lefs remarkable for plenty
than for_health ; there being, befides beef, mutton,
and fowl, great” abandance of fruits, and garden-
ftuff of all kinds in perfetion : To this, if we add
the great plenty and variety of fith, which is every
day taken on their coafts, it would feem, that a
{feminary could no where be fupplied with better
provifiens, or cheaper than here. ;

About forty years ago, upon cutting down many
trall cedars, that fheltered their otrange-trees from
the north-weft-wind (which fometimes blows, even
there, foas to affect that delicate plant) great part
of their orange plantations {uffered 5 but other cc-
dars are fince grown up, and no doubt a little in-
duftry would again proguce as great plenty of oran-.
ges, as ever was there hererofore. 1 mention this,
becaufe fome have inferred from.the prefent{carcity
of that fruit, for which Bermuda was once fo. fa-
mous, that there hath been a change in the foil
and climate for the worfe, But this, as hath been
obferved, procceded from. another cayfe, which is
now in great meafure taken away.

Bermuda is a clufter of finall: iflands, which lie
in a very marrow compafs, containjng, in- all,"not
quite twenty thoufand acres.  This groupe of ifles
is (to ufe Mr. Waller’s expreflion) walled round with
rocks, which render them inacceflible to- pyrates,
prenemies ; there being but two narrow entranges,

B XS ‘both
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both well guarded by forts. It would therefore be
jmpoflible to find any' where, 2 more fecure re-
treat for fludents. 3 -

The trade of Bermuda confiffs only in garden-
fluff, and fome poor manufa&ures, princi ally of
cedar and the dpalmetto-lcaf. Bermuda hats " are
worn by our ladies : They are made of a fort of
mat, ‘or (as they call it) platting made of the pal-
metto leaf, which is the only commodity that I'can
find cx%ortcd from Bermuda to Great Britain 3
and as there is no profpeét of making a forture by
this fmall trade, fo it cannot be fuppofed to rempt
the fellows of the college to engage init, to the
negle@ of their peculiar bufinefs, which might
poflibly be the cafe elfewhere.

" Suych as their trade s, fuch is their wealth ; the
inhabitants being much poorer than the other ca-
Jonies, who do not fail to defpife them upon that
account. But if they have lefs wealth, they have
withal lefs vice and expenfive folly than’ their
neighbours. They are reprefented asa contented,

lain, innocent fort of people, free from avarice and
luxury, as well s the other corruptions that attend
thofe vices

T am alfo informed, that they are more conftant
attendants on divine fervice,more kind and refpeét-
ful to their paftor (when they have one) and thew
much more humanity to their flaves, and charity
to one another, than is obferved among the Englith
in the other plantations: one reafon of this may
be, that condemned criminals, being employed in
the manufaftures of fugar and tobacca, were never
tran{ported thither. But, whatever be the caufe,
the falts are attefted by a-Clergyman of good cre-
dit, who lived Jong among them. :

Among a people of thjs charaller, and in a fitu- .
ation thus circumflantiated, it would feem that a
feminary of religion and learning might very fitly
be placed. The correfpondence with othér parts
of America, the goodnefs of the ajr, the p!em)((l

: " anc
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and fecurity of the place, the frugality and inro-
cence of the inhabitants, all confpiring to favour
fuch a defign. ‘Thus much at leaﬁ is evident, that
young ftudents would be there Jefs liable to be cor-
rupted in their morals; and the governing part
would be eafier, and better contented with a fmall
ftipend, and a retired academical life, in 2 corner
from whence avarice and luxury are excluded,
than they can be fuppofed to be in the midft of
full trade and great riches, attended with all that
high living and parade which our planters affect,
and which, as well as all fathionable vices, fhould
be far removed from the eyes of the young Ameri-
can miffionaries, who are to lead 2 life of poverty
and felf-denial among their countrymen.

After all, it muft be acknowledged, that though
every thing elfe fhould concur with our wifhes,
yet if a fet of good governors and teachers be want-
ing, who are acquainted with the methods of edu-
cation, and have the zeal and ability requifite for
catrying on a defign of this nature, it would cer-
tainly come to nothing. :

An inftitution of this kind fhould be fet on foot
by men of prudence, {pirit, and zeal, as well as
competent learning, wﬁo fhould be led to it by
other motives than the neceflity of picking up a
maintepance. For upon this view, what man of
merit can be fuppofed to quit his native country,
and take up witha poor college-fubfiftence in ano-
ther part of the world, where there are fo many
;()nﬁcilerablc parithes actually void, and fo many
others ill fupplied for want offitting incumbents 2
Is it likely, that fellowfhips of fifty or fixty pounds
a year thould tempt abler or worthier men, than
benefices of many times their value ?

And except ableand worthy men do firft engage
in this affair, with a refolution to exert themfelves
in forming the manners of the youth, and giving
them a proper education, it is evident the miffion
and the college will be but in a very bad way.

ey : : This
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This, inconvenience feems the moft difficult to pro-
vide againft, and, if not provided againt, it will
be the moft likely to obftrudt any defign of this na-
ture. So true it is, that where ignorance or ill
manners once take place in a feminary, they are
fure to be handed down in afucceffion of illiteratc
or worthlefs men.

But this apprehenfion, which feems fo well
groynded, that a college in any part of America
would cither lie unprovided, or be worfe provided
than their churches are, hath no place in Bermuda ;
there being at this time feveral gentlemen. in all
refpelts very well qualified, and in pofleffion of
good preferments, and fair profpeéts at home, who
having ferioufly confidered the great benefit that
may arife to the church and to mankind from fuch
an undertaking, are ready to engage in it, and to
dedicate the remainder of their lives to the infiruct-
ing the youth of America, and- profecuting their
own ftudies upon a very moderate fubfiftence in a
retirement, fq fweet, and fo fecure, and every way
fo well fitted for a place of education, and ftudy,
as Bermuda, : "

Thus much the writer hereof thought himfelf
obliged to fay of his affociates: for himfelf, he
can only fay, that as he values no preferment upon
earth, fo much as that of being employed in the
execution of this defign ; fo he hopes to make up
for other defeéts, by his induftry and zeal.

In Europe, the proteftant religion hath of late
years conﬁgei'ably loft ground, and America {feems
the likelieft place, wherein to make up for what
hath beenloft in Europe, provided the {Eroper me-
thodsare taken: Otherwife the Spanith miffiona-
ries in the South, and the French in the North,
are making fuch a progrefs, as may one day {pread
the religion of Rome, and with it the ufual hatred
to proteftants, throughoutall the favage nations in
America 5 which would probably end in the utter
extirpation of our colonies, on the fafety whcrgof

' c-
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depends fo much of the nation’s wealth, and fo
confiderable a branch of his majefty’s revenue.

* Bt if this {cheme were purfued, it would in all
probability have much greater influence on the
Americans, than the utmoft endeavours of popifh
emiffaries can poffibly have ; who from the diffe-
rence of country, language and intereft, muft lie
under far greater difficulties and difcouragements
than thofe, whom' we fuppofe yearly fent out from
Bermuda to preach among their countrymen.

It cannot indeed be denied, that the great num-
ber of poor regulars, inured to hard living, and
brought up in an implicit obedience to their fu-

eriors, hath hitherto given the church of Rome,
in regard to her miffions, great advancage over the
reformed churches. But from what hath been {aid,
it is, I think, evident, that this advantage may
be over-ballanced by our employing American
miflionaries. ;

Nor is the honour of the crown, nation, and
church of England unconcerned in this.fcheme ;
which, it is to be hoped;. will remove the reproach,
we have o long lain under, that we fall as far
thort of our neighbours of the Romifth communion
in zeal for propagating religion, as we furpafs them
in the foundnefs and purity of it. ~And atthe fame
time, thar the doing what may be fo eafily done,
takes away our reproach ; it will caft no fmali luftre
on his majefty’s reign, and derive a blefling from
heaven on his adminiftration, and thofe who live
under the influence thereof. :

Men of narrow minds have a peculiar talent—at
objection, being never at a lofs for {fomething to
“fay againft whatfoever is not of their own propo-
fing. And perhaps, it will be faid in oppofition to
this propofal, that if we thought ourfelves capable
of gaining converts .to the church, we ought to be-
gin with irfidels, papifts, and diffenters of all de-
nominations at_home, and to make profelytes of
thefe before we think of foreigners 5 and that thc{:_rc-

ore
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fore our fcheme is againft duty. And further, that
conﬁderin§ the great oppofition, which is found ori
the part of thofe who differ from us at home, no
fuccefs can be expefled among favages abroad,
and that therefore it is againft reafon and expe-
rience. :

In anfwer to this I fay, that religion like light
is imparted without being diminifhed. That what-
ever is done abroad, can be no hindrance or lett to
the converfion of infidels or others at home. That
thofe who engage in this affair, imagine they will
not be miffed, where there is no want of {chools
or clergy ; but that they may be of fingular fer-
vice in cotintries but thinly fupplied with either,
oraltogether deprived of both : That our colonies
being of the fame blood, language, and religion
with ourfelves, are in effet our countrymen. But
that chriftian charity, not being limited by thofe
regards, doth extend to all mankind. And this may
ferve for an anfwer to the firft point, that our de-
fign is againft duty. ,

To the fecond point I anfwer ; That ignorance is
not fo incurable as errer 5 that you muit pull down
3s well as build, erafe as well as imprint, in order
to make profelytes at home : Whereas, the favage
Americans, if they are in a flate purely natural,
and unimproved by education, they are al{o unin-
cumbred with all that rubbifh of {uperftition and
prejudice, which is the effe€t of a wrong one. . As
they are lefs inftructed, they are withal lefs con-
ceited, and more teachable. And not being vio-
lently attached to any falfe fyflem of their own,
are fo much' the fitter to receive that which is true.
Hence it is evident, that fuccefs abroad ought not
to be meafured by that which we obferve at home,
and that the inference, which was made-from the
difficulty of the one to the impoffibility of the o-
ther, is altogether groundlefs.

It hath more the appearance of reafon to obje&t
(what will poflibly be objelted by fome) that this

fcheme
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{cheme hath been already tried to no purpofe, fe-
veral Indians having returned to their favage man-
ners aftér they had been taught to write and read, -
and inftruétedin the Chriftian religion; aclear proof
that their natural ftupidity is not to be overcome
by edacation. CAsEyy -

In anfwer to'this, I fay, that the {theme now pro-.
pofed “hath never been tried, forafmuch asa tho-
rough education in religion and morality, in divine
and humane learning, foth fot appegar tq have been
ever’ given to any favage American ; that much, is
to 'be hoped from a man gipe in years, and well
grounded in religion and ufeful knowledge,, while.
little or nothing can be ‘expeéfed from a youth but
flightly inftrulted'in the elements of either : that
from the mifcarriage or grofs ftupidity of fome, .a
general incapacity-of all Americans cannot be fairly
inferred : that they fhew as much natural fenfe as.
other uncultivated nations: that the empires of
Mexico and Peru were evident proofs of their ca-
pacity, in which there appeared a reach of politics,
and a degree of art and politenefs, which no Euro-
pean people were ever known to have arrived at
without the ufe of letters or of iron, and which fome
perhaps have fallen fhort of with both thofe advan-
tages.

gTo’ what hath been faid, it may not be impro-.
per to.add, that young Americans, educated in an
iffandat fome diftance from their own country, will
more eafily be kept under difcipline till they, have
attained 2 CQm‘};leat education, than on the conti-
nent 3~ where they might find opportunities of run-
ning away to their countrymen, and returning to
their ‘brutal cuftoms, before they were thoroughly
imbued with good “principles and habits, St

It muft neverthelefs be acknowledged a difficult
attempt, to ‘plant religion among the Americans,
1o long'as they continue their wild and roving life,
He' whois'obligéd to hunt for his daily food, will
bidve “little curiofity or leifure to receive inftruction.

15’
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It would feem thérefore the right way, to intre-

uce religion and civil life at the fame. time int§
that part of the world : ejther attempt will affift and
promote the other. Thofe therefore of the young fa-
vages,who upon trial arc found lefy likely to improve
by acadcmical ftudies, may be taught ‘agriculture,
or the moft neceflary trades, - And when husband-
men, weavers, carpenters, and the like, have planted
thofe ufeful arts among their ﬁwag;& country-men,
and taught them to live in fertled habitations, to
canton out their land apd tillit, to provide vegera-
ble food of all kinds, to preferve ﬂq'clgs'and herds of
cattle, to make convenient boufes, and to cloath
themfelves decently:  This will afift the fpread-
ing' of the gofpel among them; this will (ﬁfpofe
them'to focial vertes, and cnable them to fee and
to feel the advantages ofa religious and civil edu-
cation. ' :

"' And that this view of Ppropagating the gofpel and
civillife among the favage nations of America,was a
principal motive which induced the crown to {fend
the firft Englith colonies thither, doth appear from
thecharter granted by King James L to the adven-

turers in Virginia. See Prrehgs’s Dilzrins, part 4.
. Blole. 1. ﬁnd it is now but juft (what might
then feem charitable) that thele poor ¢reatures
fhauld reccive fome advastage with refpeét to their
fpiritual interefls, from thofe who have fo much
improved their temporal by fettling among them.
It'is ‘moft true, notwithftanding our prefent
corruptions, that'there'are to be found.in ng coun-
try ‘under 'the fun ‘men’ of better inclinations, or
greater abilities for loing good than in England.
But it is'as true, thar fuccefs, in many. cafes, de-
pendeth not upon zeal, induftry, wealth, learning,
of the like fieultics, o much as op. the method,
wherein thefe are applied. "We often f{ec 4 fmall
proportion’of Jabour and expence in onc way, bring
that about, which' in others 2 much greater fhare
of both™* could never effe@. It hath . been my en-
i - deavous
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deavour to difcover this way or method in the pre-
fent cafe. What hath been done, I {ubmit to the
judgment of all good and reafonable men 5 who,
1 am perfuaded, will never rejeét or difcourage -a

ropofal of this nature _on the fcore of flight obge-

ions, furmifes, or difficulties, and thereby. render
themfelves chargeable with the having preveated
thofe good effects, which might otherwife have
been produced by it. 4

For it is, after all, poffible, that unforefeen dif-
ficulties may arife in the profecution, of this de-
fign, many things may retard, and many things may.
threaten to_obftrut it ; but thereis hardly any.en-
terprize or {cheme whatfoever for the publick geod,
in which difficulties are not often fhewing them-
felves,-and as often overcome by the bleffing of
God, upon the prudence and refolution’of the un-
dertakers : though, for ought that appears, the pre=
fent fcheme is as likely to fucceed, and attended
with asfew difficulties, as any of this kind can pof-
fibly be. ; '

Yor to any man, who confiders the divine power
of religion, the innate force of reafon and virtue,
and the mighty effeéts often wrought by the conftant
-regular operation even of a weak and {mall caufe ;
it will feem natural and reafonable to {uppofe, that
rivulets perpetually iﬂ'uirig forth from a fountain,
or refervoir, of learning and religion, and ftreaming
through all parts of America, muft in due time
have a ﬁreat effet, in purging away the ill man-
ners and irreligion of our colonies, as well as the
blindnefs and barbarity of the nations round them :
Efpecially, if the refervoir be in a clean and pri-
vate place, where its waters, out of the way of
any thingthat may corrupt them, remain. clear and
pure; otherwife they arec more likely to pollute
than purify the places through which they flow.

The greatnefs of a benefaétion is rather in pro-
portion to the number and want of the receivers,
than to the liberality of the giver. A wile and

Ca good

.
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good man would therefore be frugal in the manage-
ment of his charity; ‘that is, contrive it fo as that
it might extend to the greateft wants of the great-
eft ‘number of - his fellow-creatures. ' Now the
greateft wants are {piritual wants, and by all ac-
counts thefe are no where greater than in our
weftern plantations, *in many parts whereof divine
fervice is ‘néver performed for want of clergy-men ;
in others, after fuch a'manner and by fuch hands as
fcandalize even the worft of their own parifhioners ¢
where many Englifh, inftead of gaining converts,
are themfelves degenerated into Heathen, being
members of no'church, without maorals; without
faith, without baptifm "*' There.can be' therefore,
in no part of the Chriftian world, a' greater want
of {piritual things” than in our plantations.

And, on'the other hand, " no parc of the Gentile
world ‘are {o inhumane ard barbarous as the favage
Americans, whofe chief employment. and delight
confifting in cruelty and revenge, their lives mutk
of ‘all others be ‘moft oppofite as well ‘to the light
of nature, as to the fpirit of the Gofpel. Now to
reclaim thefe poor wretches, to prevent the many
torments and cruel deaths which they daily inflict
on eachother, to contribute in any fort t6 put a
ftop to the numberlefs horrid crimes which they
commit without remorfe, and inftead thereof to
introduce the pralice of vertue and piety, muft
furely be a work in the highelt degreeibecoming
every fincere and charitable Chriftian: 3

Thofe, who wifh well to religion and mankind,
will‘need noother motive to forward an undertaking
calculated for the fervice of both : I fhall, never-
thelefs. beg leave to obferve, that whoever would
be glad to cover a multitude of fins by an extenfive
and well judged charity, or whoever, from an ex-
cellent ‘and godlike temper of mind, fecks oppor-
tunities of doing good in his generation, will be
pleafed to meet with a fcheme that fo peculiarly
puts it-in" his power, with {mall trouble or ex-

0 pentce,

.
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pence; to procure a great and lafting benefit to the
world. 'S g s f\oen 7
Ten pounds a year, would (if I miftake not) be
fufficient to defray the expence of a young Ame-
rican in the college of Bermuda, as to dyet, lodg-
ing, clothes, books, and education : - And if {o,
the ifitereft of two hundred pounds may be a per-
petual fund for maintaining one miffionary at the
college for ever ; and in thisfucceflion, many, itis
to be hoped, may become powerful inftraments for
converting to Chriftianity and civil life whole na-
tions, who now fit in darknefs and ‘the fhadow of
death,-and whofe cruel brutal manners are a dif-
grace to . humane nature. 3

A benefaltion of  this kind feems. to enlarge
the very being of a man, extending it to diftant
places and.to future times; inafmuch as unfeen
countries, and after ages, may feel. the effelts of
bis bounty, while hc%nimfclf. reaps the reward in
the blefled fociety of all..thofe, who, Zaving tur-
ned many to righreoufizefs, fhine as. the. fiars for
ever-andever. <« ‘

P

SInce the foregoing propofal was firft made pub-
lick, His MajEsTY bath been gracioufly plea-
Jed to grant a charter for erefling a college by the
name of St. Pavy’s college iz Bermuda, for the
nfes abovementioned. Which college is to contain a
prefident and nine fellows. The firft prefident ap-
poiuted by charter is George Berkeley, D. D. aud
Deanof Derry. The three fellows named in the
charter, are William Thompfon, Jonathan Rogers, -
and James King, Maflers of Arts and Fellows of
Trinity college near Dublin. T he nomination of #

pre-
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prefident is veferved ro'tbe Crown.  The eleFion of
Jellows is vefted in the prefident and the majority of
the fellows’s a5 is likewife the government of the
Jociety. The Lord Bifpop of London for the time
being iS° appoinved vifitor :  and fuch of His
Majesty’s principalSecretaries of Statefor the time
being as batlb America in bis province, is appointed
chancellor of thefuid college. " The prefident and fel-
lows have the power of makirg flatutes to be appro-
ved by the vifitor : they have alfo the power of con-
ferriung degrees in'all faculties. They are obliged to
maintain and educate Indian fcholars at the rate of
ten ponnds pev Annum for each. They are obliged
to tranfinit annual acconnts of the fate of the college,
number of ffudents, rheir progrefs, &c. to the chan-
cellor andvifiror. The aforefnid prefidens and fel-
lows are licenfed vo bold their preferments in thefe
keugdoms till one year and a balf be expired after
their arvival in' Bevioudn. This fociety is incor-
porated with the ufual clanfes, bath power to re-
ceive. benefaltions; puvchafe lands, keep a comiton
feal,&c.  Lafly, all in ofice under His MAyEsTY,
are required to be aiding and affifling o the pro-
teftion and prefervation therecf. i

As this college is propofed to be built and endowed
by charitable contributions and fubfcriprions, all
avell-difpofed perfons, whether of the laity or the
clergy, are defired to affift, as opportunity foalloffer,
in forwarding and colecting the fame without lofs
of time; to the end tharthe Prefident and Fellows
way be able to fer our for Bermda in next [pring ;
avhich is propofed, in cafe provifion can be made by
that time of fixty pounds pexAnnum for each : And
it is hoped that the charity and zealof fincere Chri-
fiians will not fuffer a defign of this nature to be
difappointed for want of neceffary provifion. The -
contributions and fubfcriprions aforefaid, may be de-
pofired in the hands of any of the perfons bereafrer
naned., s

i ST Joha
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evd, Martin
Francis

Revd. Dr.

Sir Clement
Sir Thomas
Sir Daniel
Thomas
Revd. Mz,
Edward

Benj. & Henry
Archibald

Revd, Dr.
Revd. Dr.

Revd. Dr.
Revd. Dr.
Revd, Dr.

Revd. Dr.
Revd. Dr.
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Arbuthnot M. D. in Corke-fireet. -
Benfon, arch-deacon of Berks, and
prebendary of Durham, in Albe-
marle-ftreet. ;
Child Efq; Banker in Fleet-fireet,
an Alderman of the city of Lon-
on.
Cobden, chaplain to the L. Bp of
London, at Fulham.
Cotterel Bart.in Dover-flreet.
Croffe Kt. in Weftminfler.
Dolins Kt.at Hackney.
Green Efq;in Weftminfler.
Hargrave,chaplain to his Grace the
“Duke of Newcaftle, and preben-
dary of Weftminfter. :
Harley Efq;auditor of the Imprefts
in Lincoln’s-Inn.
Hoare Efquires, Bankers in Fleet-
fireet. :
HutchefonEfg; in James-fireet,near
Golden-fquare. ",
King, mafter of the charter-houfe,
and firft chaplain to the Lord
Chancellor. *~
Lifle, retor of ‘Bow, and chaplain
to his Grace the A. B. of Canter-
e e, e ave
Lupton, prebendary of Durham, and
_preacher at Lincoln’s-Inn.
Marfhal, reor of Fofter-lane, and
“prebendary of Windfor, '~
Mayo, Treafurer to the Society for
promoting ‘Chriftian Knowledge,
at St, Thomas's Hofpitalin South-
wark.
Mofs, Dean of EL{, and preacherat
tay’s-Inn. "
Pelling, rcétor of St. Ann’s Soho,
and prebendary of Windfor.
i Revd,
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Revd. Dr. Pierce, vicar of St Martin’s i ln the
: Fields.
Hon. Auguﬂua Schutz Efq; Mafter of the Ward-
..~ robe tohis Royal Highnefs.
Revd. Dr.” " Sherlock, Dean of Chxche{’:er, and
Mafter of the Tcm *
Sir William _ Wentworth Bart.;in Elarges fireet,
or in, York. . . .

The money_reccived. by xhﬁz Genrlemenis. to. be
laid out in purchafing lands or perpetual annuities
Sor endowvment of the College aforgfasd, and.ir build-
tug and providing neceffaries for tlﬂe Jaime, by order
or <withthe approbation of

His Grace’ William Lord Arch-Bthop of

Canterbury

The Right Honourable Peter Lord ng,

.. High Chancellor of, Great Britain.
His GraceThamas Duke of Newca le, Prin-
cpal Secretary of . State for the Plantas:
“tions ‘in America, &c. .
The Right Rcvercnd Edn}und Lord Bxfhop

Qf Londox? "

Who have been jzﬁaﬁ,’d to acce]z; the Office of Y}u-
ﬂees or Querfeer's of fo ufeful.a charity.

N.B, Y}ll fuchtiame, s the contributions.and fub-
Jeriprions amouns 1o, furne fufficient for frorvzdmg
fiwe perfons 2 withthe above-mentioned-alaries of fixty
pounds. per Anhum, vbe, fubferibers fball nor be de-
fired 1o pay_in 1. wongy. .
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