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STRING QUARTET NO: 1 
 

AMORPHOUS 
 

AMAÇ ERDEM 
 

ABSTRACT 
 

This thesis explores the composition Amorphous, a contemporary piece for string quartet. The composition aims to delve into 

the fluidity and dynamism of musical form, drawing inspiration from the concept of amorphousness—defined by its lack of a 

definite shape or structure.  

 
The composition fuses microtonality, traditional tonal references, and experimental timbral techniques to create an 

extraordinary soundscape. Drawing inspiration from Kaija Saariaho, Joshua Fineberg, and Chaya Czernowin, experiment with 

an 8-tone microtonal system that coexists with conventional tonal elements. The result is a seamless integration of both tonal 

worlds, producing unique harmonic textures and melodic lines. 

 
Amorphous is structured in four movements, utilizing the quartet as a single entity.  

The compositional techniques include glissandi, harmonics, and unconventional bowing methods, all of which contribute to a 

rich and varied timbre. These methods enable Amorphous to flow between different states, from smooth, fluid transitions to 

sharp, fragmented interludes. The final work was performed by MIVOS String Quartet. 
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Program Notes

Tremolo with artificial harmonic 
& feathered beam rit. or acc.
+ glissando

o.b or o.t.b = Play on the bridge

)

= Play on the bridge with indicated angle 

= Note head for no-determined-pitch  

B.bridge or B.b = Behind the bridge

Vertical Bowing = Bow up and down on the string

 = Note head for behind the bridge 

Glissando (straight)

Glissando (curved)

Gradually shift to the next bowing position

s.p = Sul ponticello

m.s.p = Molto Sul ponticello
m.s.t = Molto Sul tasto

s.t = Sul tasto

Mute the string at the indicated position and bow at 5th higher 
(if there is not any other bowing indication)

Multiphonics

n.p = Normal pressure

o.p = Over pressure

+ 1/8

- 1/8

+ 1/4

+ 1/4

+ 1/8

- 1/8

+ 1/8

- 1/8

+ 1/4

j

sp , spp = Subito piano , subito pianissimo
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