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INTRODUCTION

Few people realize the importance of agriculture to

New England. They would no doubt "be startled if they were

told that "In the soil of New England lies its greatest

opportunity, its largest potential wealth. "#

No doubt, the following statistics would also make

them open their eyes in wonder - for are not most of us

prone to think of this section of the United States as a

highly industrialized area? Nevertheless, agriculture

is the largest single Indus try in New England. We pro-

duce here, on some five millions of acres, products

valued at more than five hundred millions of dollars an-

nually. New England is no larger than the single state

of Iowa, nor so large as either North or South Dakota,

Oklahoma, Kansas, or Nebraska. All these are recognized

as great agricultural states but New England holds its

own with them in this field.

There has been a great deal of talk about the deca-

dence of New England agriculture. Many people are too

ready to say that New England has seen her best days, that

she is old, that the newer and larger agricultural sections

of the country have outstripped her. There has been much

sentimental talk about the abandoned farms of New England -

---French, George: New England Page 11
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talk of the sapping of rural life, of all New England life,

by the removal of our most ambitious young men and women

to the newer parts of the country.

These "doubting Thomases" can be answered very easily.

There has been a change in New England from general farming

to specialized farming. This has made certain areas, not

easily accessible or not fitted for the specialized type of

farming, less desirable as places to live. Gradually but

surely, these areas are going back into woods or are being

made into playgrounds for summer tourists. Surely this is

a sign of progress rather than of decadence; this is cause

for rejoicing, not for sorrow.

To appreciate and understand properly what New England

has done agriculturally, several factors must be considered.

Topography, climate, soil, social and economic changes, all

have contributed greatly to its. development

.
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HISTORICAL DEVELOPMEN T

Colonial Period

When the Pilgrims came to America they found a dense

forest covering the area we now know as New England. In

order to have a plot of ground upon which they could raise

some plant products, it was necessary for the colonists to

destroy some of these forests. The trees were usually

felled during the summer and autumn and the stumps v/ere

burned the following spring. While the soil was still

warm, corn, a native product of this continent, was plan-

ted. This method of planting corn was taught the Pilgrims

by their Indian friend, Squanto. While the following may

be a slight exaggeration, it is said that corn, so planted

ir the early part of one day grew so rapidly that in some

instances the sprouts were visible above the surface on

the following day. -«-

Farming was necessarily very crude in this period.

Farm implements were, for the most part, made of wood.

They were clumsy, cumbersome things as compared with

modern agricultural machinery. Everything was done by

means of hand labor. and the process was necessarily a slow

and tedious one. It took one man an entire day to reap

one acre of wheat - and that was considered very good time,

---Gilbert, A. W. : The Food Supply of New England Page 2
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At first, all products raised were put into a common

store. This method was used because the Pilgrims were in

debt to certain persons in England who had lent them money

for the expense of their voyage to America. They hoped to

make money in common for the payment of this debt, but the

result of this was that some shirked their work and so this

system was abolished in 1623. At that time each family was

granted a tract of land upon which to raise products for it-

self. This arrangement resulted in greater industry and

even the women and children went into the fields to plant

corn, the principal crop grown.

This was a time of hardship and privation, of danger

from prowling beasts and Indians. The chief source of food

supply was the farm. Men. women and children toiled early

and late to supply themselves with necessities. The pro-

ducts raised were those that were most essential to the

needs of the home. "One Puritan said that his farm fur-

nished everything the family needed the year around, except

some ten dollars' worth of such necessities as iron and

salt. "*

All trading took on the form of barter. At first this

was carried on between neighbors; later, with the local

general store. It was a common sight to see the farmer

---Sanford, a. H. : Story of agriculture in the United States
Page 57
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bring his surplus supply of apples, potatoes, cheese,

yarn, and even home -knit woolen socks to exchange for

the surplus products of some other member of the com-

muni ty .
-*

«.s population increased, it was inevitable that

the original boundaries of the colonies should gradually

expand. For a little more than a century (until 1750)

this extension did not exceed much beyond the territory

we know as New England but the end of the eighteenth

century saw the beginning of that great westward march

across the continent.

This westward migration had a great effect upon New

England agriculture. /jWai-te -fcfce e^^atef iaa.^-©J*i-fey e€ tke-ee

wc-s-fcrwar-d me-v4rng p^o^le w^pe r*ew4ry arrived fc^e^e-a* iffiffti-

sjs*ae New Eng La-ftde^rs fekeift.*] This was the beginning

of the era of the "abandoned farm." Many of those farms

that had been developed in New England during the period

of expansion were unfavorably located and these were left

for economic reasons. Others were abandoned because they

were considered unproductive - not because, as it was then

believed, the soil was poor, but because the farmer knew

Early National Period

---Gilbert, A. W. : Food Supply of New England Page 3
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nothing about soil and climate and. had no way of knowing

what crops could be best raised there. Many of these

"abandoned farms" have since been turned into highly

productive forest areas.

As transportation developed, competition with the

rich fertile west became more and more difficult. All

grains became unprofitable crops in New England the early

part of the nineteenth century. Even corn could not be

raised as cheaply as it could be purchased. The New Eng-

land farmer was bewildered; he did not know where to turn.

The market for milk, and many other things that now bring

the farmers much money, had not as yet been developed.

The advent of agricultural machinery also added to

the New England farmer's difficulties. Our fields were

too small and stony to allow for the profitable use of the

huge tractors and reapers that were so well suited to the

western plains. About the middle of the nineteenth cen-

tury, cereals and meat products were flooding our eastern

markets at prices far below that asked by the New England

farmer. Was it any wonder that so many of our farms were

abandoned and the interest of so many of our inhabitants

turned toward manufacturing?

It was during the latter part of the nineteenth cen-
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tury that agriculture in New England seemed most hopeless.

The more ambitious had left the farms to seek their for-

tunes elsewhere. A feeling of restlessness and discontent

prevailed throughout the territory.

The development of the factory system also added to

the general feeling of discouragement. Many young men

and women left the farms because there was no longer any

need for so many workers at home. No longer were they

dependent upon their own efforts for food and clothing.

All these needed materials could now be bought - often-

times at a much lower cost than they could be produced at

home. Migration from the farm was nowan economic necessity.

Present Period

I think it is safe to say that at no time in New Eng-

land 's development has the agricultural outlook been as

encouraging as it is today. We have developed specialized

crops of our own - products for which we have become famous

the world over - Baldwin apples, Concord grapes, Rhode Is-

land Red hens, Morgan horses. These and a score of others

originated within New England and their excellence has ex-

tended them until they are known everywhere.

The many varieties of soil that we considered in the
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past to be so detrimental to agriculture is now considered

the very basis for our farm prosperity. Generalized farm-

ing rather than specialized farming has characterized New

England agriculture in the main. Because of this, the New

England farmer is not dependent, as is the western farmer,

upon a single line of farming. He can supplement his main

line and thus protect himself against failure. He is not

obliged to be a one-crop farmer. In some cases, however,

it has been found that the soils in different parts of New

England are especially suited to the raising of special

crops such as potatoes in Aroostook County, apples in Mass-

achusetts, onions and tobacco in the Connecticut Valley,

maple products in Vermont, cranberries in southeastern

Massachusetts. The upland regions have provided excellent

pasturage for our numerous herds. Lands that are not suited

to crop production have proved to be excellent forest areas.

New England agriculture owes much to the scientific farmer.

Our food markets are the best to be had and what is

more, they are right at home. Our freight rates compare

favorably with those incurred by the western farmer. Much

of our produce, in fact, is consumed locally, thus elimin-

ating the cost of freight shipment entirely. And our mar-

kets need not be confined to this region alone. Just across
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the Hudson River lies a region of tremendous population -

the vast markets of New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.

The New England farmer, if he wants to take advantage of

this fact, can find here an unlimited market for all he can

produce and more, either right at home or only a few hun-

dred miles away.

"in 1929 official government returns showed an in-

creased crop value over 1928 of $84,700,000 for the entire

country. New England farms alone produced $54,400,000 or

64^ of that increase and New England has only two per cent

of the land area and one per cent of the crop area of the

United States."" This is a record of achievement by our

New England agriculture not equaled by ary other industry

in any section of America.

Tercentenary of New England Agriculture Page 2
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GEOGRAPHY OF NEV7 ENGLAND

Size and Location

The six New England states, with a combined area that

is a little less than that of the state of Washington, oc-

cupy the extreme northeastern portion of the United States.

The states are small, with the exception of Maine, which

has only a few square miles less than all the other states

taken together.

New England, in fact, comprises the smallest section

of the United States. It lies between 40°58» and 47°38»

north latitude and between 66°56' and 73°42' west longi-

tude. Its greatest extent from north to south is about

five hundred (500) miles and from east to west three hun-

dred and fifty miles (350). Its total area, including

lakes, ponds, and streams, but not including tidewater, is

66,424 square miles. This makes up only two per cent of

the total land area of the United States.

Area of the Six New England States

total land water

Maine .^3,040 29,895 3,145 square miles

New Hampshire 9,341 9,031 310 n it

Vermont 9,564 9,124 440 ti it

Massachusetts 8,266 8,039 227 it ii
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3,000 feet and over

A Physical Map of New England
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Connecticut 4,965 4,820 145

Rhode Island 1,248 1,067 181

The three southern states are densely settled, Rhode

Island and Massachusetts being the most densely populated

states in the country.

Population Statistics

1930

Maine 797,423

New Hampshire 465,293

Vermont 359,611

Massachusetts 4,249,614

Connecticut 1,606,903

Rhode Island 687,497

Topography

The surface of New England throughout most of the sec-

tion is hilly or mountainous, but along the coast, it is

fairly low, especially in the three southern states. There

is, hov/ever, no coastal plain similar to that found in the

states farther south. In fact, the topography along our

coast might be described as rolling rather than level. Some

fairly level lowlands, however, are found in the larger ri-

ver valleys, but most of our rivers are small and consequent-
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ly their valleys are so small that they do not allow for

extensive plains.

The mountains of New England are composed of the

northeastern part of the Appalachian chain. They extend

from western Maine through New Hampshire, Vermont, Massa-

chusetts, and into western Connecticut. In Massachusetts

they are known as the Berkshire Hills, in Vermont as the

Green Mountains, in New Hampshire as the White Mountains,

and in Maine as the Highlands. The ranges are highest in

the north, gradually decreasing in altitude as they reach

the south. The following list gives the highest mountain

peak in each state.

New Hampshire Mt . Washington 6,279 ft.

Maine Mt. Katahdin 5,268 ft.

Vermont Mt. Mansfield 4,364 ft.

Massachusetts Mt. Greylock 3,505 ft.

Connecticut Bear Mountain 2,355 ft.

Everywhere in New England, the surface has been modi-

fied by the work of glaciers. The highest mountains were

covered to an unknown depth. The soil was pushed onward

and ground together; the underlying rock was smoothed and

scraped so deeply that even today the direction of motion

can be discerned by scratches made by the stones that

were frozen in the glacier. Great boulders were torn
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from hills and cliffs, especially on the southern side,

while the northern slopes were scraped down bit by bit.

This gives to many of our hills and cliffs their charac-

teristic shape - a long, gentle slope to the north, a

steeper and more rugged slope to the south.

Originally the surface of New England was a peneplain.

Evidence of this old plain many be easily had by looking from

the top of almost any hill. The hilltops nearly all lie in

line. If it were possible to replace all the material that

has been washed out through the valleys so as to lie even

with the hilltops, a relatively smooth plain would be formed.

Characteristic of New England's topography are the monad-

nocks that rise above these hilltops. Monadnock Mountain

in New Hampshire and Mt. Greylock in Massachusetts are ex-

cellent illustrations of such peaks.

New England's co-ost line is rugged and rocky from

Eastport, Maine to Boston. Around Cape Cod, however, there

are extensive beaches and marshlands. The shore is ex-

tremely irregular and consists of a series of narrow inlets

with low ridges between. The numerous small harbors, thus

formed, afford protection to fishermen, while the narrow

ridges furnish land for homes and small farms. Numerous

islands are found off the shore. These are the partially

drowned outer peaks of the mountain ridges

.

---Allen & Knowlton: Dodge 'a Geography of New England Page 119
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The rivers of Mew England are for the most part small

and short. They are navigable for only a few miles inland

and hence they have never been of great importance commer-

cially. They derive their importance from their value in

manufacturing. The great glacier exposed rocks here and

there in the valleys so that many natural dams were

formed, at which points the rivers now have falls. These

falls furnish excellent water power around which many of

our large manufacturing cities have developed. The Con-

necticut, which forms the boundary between New Hampshire

and Vermont and crosses Massachusetts and Connecticut, is

the longest river in New England. The other two waterways

of considerable size are the Merrimac and Housatonic Rivers

The glacier also left many depressions in which the

water accumulated as lakes. From almost any high peak

numerous lakes can be seer dotting the landscape and add-

ing to its beauty. Some of these lakes are used as sources

for the water supply of large cities; others have become

popular summer resorts. New Hampshire has one large lake,

Winnepesaukee , and many smaller lakes and ponds. More

than one half of the western border of Vermont lies along

Lake Champlain. Maine has many large lakes, notably

Sebago. Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Vermont also have

many lakes and ponds but none of any great size. In south-








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































