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·Frontispiece 

A section from the original manuscript 
of ·Maciej Kamienski 1 s Nfdza Uszczesiiwiona 
(Misery Made Happy,l77B , the first 
Polish opera. 











and Cathedrals and convents the history of Saint Adalbert 

may be had in writing and in order that it may be recited 

and sung by . all). This declaration was preserved through 

many hand written breviaries done by monks in the four­

teenth and fifteenth centuries. 

The cornerstone of Polish musical culture and musical 
-

history is the ancient religious hymn ( sung by Polish 

warriors going to war) , Bogurodzica ( song to Mary, Mother 

of God) . Its actual date of origin is not known, but 

unquestionably it was earlier than the fifteenth century, 

in which first written mention of it was made: in Chronica 

conflictus Vladislai regis cum Cruciferis anno Christi 

1410,{Chronicle of the conflict of King Wladyslaw with the 
2 

Crusaders, year of our Lord, 1410) the following words 

appear "Omnes unanimiter cum fletu Bogurodzica cantare 

coeperunt",(Everybody began to sing Bogurodziea in unison 

with the flute). Bogurodzica is also mentioned twice by 

Jan Dlugosz in connection with the war of 1410. Dlugosz 

refers to the hymn as Patrium Car.men 3• Other contemporary 

writers with Dlugosz, mention the singing of Bogurodzica 

by the soldiers at the battle of Grunewald. 

This hymn played an important part in the history of 

the nation and served to develop a patriotic spirit. Although 

religious in nature, it was also sung during the coronation 

2 

of Kings, and during historical events such as the issuing ofnew 

2. Published by Bielawski in Monumenta Poloniae Historica, 
II, p.89'7. 

3. quoted by Jachimecki, op.cit. p.'7. 





Example 1 
Bogurodzicu, a copy of the manuscript 
located in the Jagiellon Library,Krakow. 
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b) KrakovT, the Center of Husica.l Culture in the 
15th Century 

During the fifteenth century, Krakow was the center of 

musical culture in Poland with the city, the court, and the 

University playing an important role in this musical develop­

ment. The city supported some musicians and guilds existed 

with specific rules for performance and for professional 

discipline. Penalties \-.rere imposed for infractions of the 

regulations, ranging from monetary fines to expulsion from 

the guild, depending upon the seriousness of the violations. 

Records of the city reveal that as early as 1390 a musical 

guild existed and that musicians were supported by the city. 

In 1390 there were ten musicians employed and they received 

i.53 grzywien e.s payment for services rendered. 7 The court 

supported its ow.rn musici8.ns, and the records of the court of 

King Wladyslaw Jagiello indicate that they were divided into 

three specific categories: 

Tubicinatores trumpeteers 

Fistulatores fife players 

Timps.nistae drummers 

5 

In addition BrUckner mentions the existence of a court organ­

ist in the year 1418. 

Among the oldest Polish musical treasures is a collection 

of manuscripts of the fifteenth century consisting of thirty-

six songs for solo voice with accompaniment by two instruments. 

· 7• Aleksander BrUckner, Dzieje Kultury Polskiej, Krakow, 
1931, p.626. 

























Example 6 
ResUrgente Christo Domino, a five part 
motet by Marcin Lwowczyk, from the 
Wroclaw vocal taplature. (Ca.l573) 
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Example 7 
T1 tle page :from Melodia.e, The Poli ah 
book of Psa1ms,by Mikolaj Gomolka. 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































