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corralling atoms and advancing our 
understanding of matter itself. 



p f ^ y , O c t o b e r 1 8 

B O S T O N U N I V E R S I T Y ^ 

H o m e c o m i n s 
and Young Alumni 

Weekend 1996 
O c t o b e r 1 8 - 2 0 

Eleventh Annual All-Sports Varsity Club Reunion 
A l u m n i a th le tes, fami l ies , a n d f r iends will ga the r at t he Case 
A t h l e t i c Cen te r af ter t h e g a m e . Please call the A t h l e t i c 
Assoc ia t ion at 617/353-3008 fo r m o r e i n fo rma t ion . 

Pub Drop-In 7 p.m. 
Stop by T's Pub, t he D u g o u t , o r t h e BU Pub t o see you r c lassmates 
and f r iends. 

O c t o b e r 1 9 

Boston University Alumni Awards Breakfast 9 a.m. 
The University c o m m u n i t y wil l h o n o r rec ip ients o f our m o s t pres t i ­
g ious a lumni award at t h e G e o r g e Sherman Union's Me tca l f Hal l . 

Homecoming Parade 11 a.m. 
A l u m n i Marshal Michae l Chikl is fSFA'85j, star o f t h e TV hit The 
Commish, will lead b a n d s a n d f loats t o N ickerson Fie ld. 

Barbecue at Nickerson Field 11:30 a.m. 
Jo in a lumni and fami l ies fo r a ta i l ga te in t h e e n d zone. (You must 
have a foo tba l l t i cket o r season pass t o en te r N ickerson Field.) 

Alumni Marching Band Concert Pregame & Halftime 
The Boston University A l u m n i M a r c h i n g Band wil l reun i te t o play at 
the g a m e . To j o i n your o l d b a n d c r o w d at H o m e c o m i n g '96, p lease 
call 617/353-3358. 

BU Terriers vs. Hofstra Flying Dutchmen 1 p.m. 
Cheer on the Terriers, led by new h e a d coach Tom Masel la . 

Downtown Center Reception 5-7 p.m. 
T h e M E T A l u m n i Assoc ia t i on invi tes all a lumn i t o a recep t ion at 
t h e new d o w n t o w n center. For m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , p lease call 
Karen D o g g e t t at 617/353-2976. 

Young Alumni Gala 8 p.m.-midnight 
Gather w i th o the r y o u n g a lumn i fo r a f o r m a l and fun even ing at 
t h e Ri tz-Car l ton ho te l , w h e r e M ichae l Chikl is will receive t he first 
annual Y o u n g A l u m n i Counc i l a w a r d . 

[ i n d a y / T b c t o b e r 2 0 

Homecoming Brunch 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
(sponsored by the Legacy and Parents Programs) 
BU a lumni and the i r d a u g h t e r s a n d sons a t t e n d i n g t he University 
are inv i ted t o a b r u n c h at t h e U n i o n . Please call 617/353-5265 t o 
reserve your space. 

Head of the Charles Regatta 11:30 a.m.-l p.m. 
Buffet Brunch 
Have b runch a l o n g the river w i t h t h e Y o u n g A l u m n i Counc i l , t he 
D o w n t o w n A l u m n i C lub , and t h e BU Crew teams. 

For further information on Homecoming and Young Alumni Weekend, 
please call 617/353-2248, or e-mail byu@bu.edu. 

R E S E R V A T I O N F O R M Total 

Name School(s)/Year(s) 

Address 

City State Zip 

Day phone Evening phone 

Employer 

Address 

Cty State Zip 

Name(s) of 9ue5t(s). If BU alumni, please indude school(s) and year(s). 

Pub Drop - In 

No cost, but reservations required. 
A l u m n i Awards Breakfast 

No cost, but reservations required. 
Barbecue a n d Foo tba l l 

Foo tba l l on ly 

D o w n t o w n Cen te r Recep t ion 

Young A l u m n i Gala 

Head of t he Char les Brunch 

($10 for DAC members) 

$10 

$ 5 

$ 5 

$35 

$12 

Total 

• Enclosed is my check, payable to Boston University. 

• Please charge my _ l MasterCard • Visa _ l Discover 

Card number Expiration date 

Signature 

Return by October 11 to Boston University • The Reunion Program • 19 Deerfield Street • Boston, MA 02215 • or fax t o 617/353-5838 



T r a v e l t h e W o r l d 
with Boston University 

Our 1997 A l u m n i Travel Program w i l l be led by outstanding Boston University 
faculty, making each tr ip a unique travel and learning experience. 

P a n a m a C a n a l C r u i s e . January 18-29, 1997. 
This tour of the Caribbean, Costa Rica, and the Mex­
ican Riviera originates i n Fort Lauderdale. Lecturer: 
Gen. Fred Woerner (ret.). Professor of Internat ional 
Relations. Prof. Woerner l ived i n Lat in America for 
over twelve years, inc luding seven i n Panama. His 
f i rs thand knowledge of every country o n our i t iner­
ary is exceptional . 

A u s t r a l i a a n d N e w Z e a l a n d . March 7-23, 
1997. This exclusive i t inerary is custom designed for 
Boston Univers i ty a l u m n i . Lecturers: Ranald and 
Patricia Macdonald . University Professor Ranald 
Macdonald is Chairman of the School of Journalism 
at the College of C o m m u n i c a t i o n . A native Aus­
tral ian, he w i l l address historical and pol i t ical 
aspects of b o t h countries. His wife , Patricia, an inter­
nat iona l ly recognized art expert w i t h an interest i n 
flora and fauna, w i l l speak o n cultural and ecologi­
cal aspects of the t r i p . 

A l a s k a W i l d e r n e s s a n d G l a c i e r E x p e d i ­
t i o n . July 21 to August 2. This t r ip , w h i c h includes 
a seven-night Alaska and inner Passage cruise, 
affords views of the majestic glaciers and spectacular 
landscapes of N o r t h America's great wilderness, the 
Denaii Nat ional Park nature preserve, and Y u k o n 
gold rush towns. Lecturer: Carol Simpson, Chair­
w o m a n of the Department of Earth Sciences and 
Professor of Structural Geology, whose extensive 
research has included the coastal regions of Alaska. 

D a n u b e R i v e r J o u r n e y . October 4-15, 1997. 
The beautiful scenery of four central European 
countries is featured o n this cruise along one of the 
world's most i m p o r t a n t waterways. O n the route are 
visits to quaint villages and three great cities: 
Vienna, Prague, and Budapest. Lecturer: W i l l i a m Key-
lor, three-term Chairman of the History Depart­
ment , Professor of History, Professor of interna­
t iona l Relations, and author of The Twentieth Century 
World: An International History. 

We welcome y o u r inquir ies 
about t h e above i t ineraries a n d y o u r suggestions for f u t u r e dest inat ions . 

Please contac t us b y p h o n e , 617/353-1011; fax, 617/353-6665; o r e - m a i l , alumtrav@bu.edu, 

or w r i t e us at: A l u m n i Travel Program, Boston Univers i ty , 19 Deerf ie ld St., Boston, M A 02215. 

PHOIDGUPHK IlLUniATIDN IFIIEI m>GINEEDING/NASTEIlOlE 



FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY ALUMNI (BUA) 

The Necessity of Alumni 

T 
^ he oldest alumni body i n 

the w o r l d , believe i t or not , 
is the Society o f A l u m n i at 
Williams College, Williams-

town, Massachusetts. I t was started 
out o f necessity immediately fol low­
ing the departure (Williams alumni 
would prefer to term i t "abandon­
ment") o f a block o f faculty w h o pan­
icked when to ld o f the school's fiscal 
crisis and traveled east to found 
Amherst College, raiding the Williams 
College library o f nearly one- third o f 
its contents on their way out the door. 
( N o wonder a fierce rivalry continues 
to seethe between these two fine l ib­
eral arts colleges.) 

I n other words, Williams College, 
regarded by many today as the finest 
small liberal arts college in America, 
would not have survived had it not 
been for its p r o u d , responsible 
alumni, who came together to raise 
the money necessary to put the school 
back on a solid financial foot ing . 

There's a moral here for the more 
than 215,000 brothers and sisters who 
comprise our Boston University 
Alumni ( B U A ) . 

Are we i n financial crisis? Certainly 
not. The administrative team put 
together twenty-six years ago has 
achieved a surplus every year since 
1971, and managed to 
build a $460 mil l ion 
endowment — no 
small feat. 

Is the University in 
need.* Most definitely, 
when you compare our 
$460 mi l l ion to , as an 
example. Harvard's 
$10 bil l ion endow­
ment. Boston Univer­
sity needs to continue 
its steep ascendancy 
and break into the top 
ten financial ranking o f 

the 2,600 colleges and universities in 
this country. As much as Boston U n i ­
versity has progressed in recent years, 
there remain many facilities and pro­
grams that need funds. 

Most o f our external funding over 
the past twenty-six years has come 
from corporations, foundations, and 
government bodies. A n d while our 
alumni giving has played an increas­
ingly significant role in recent years, 
the 16 percent giving participation by 
our alumni is still below the national 
average o f 20.7 percent and below that 
achieved by many other schools, for 
example our neighbors at the Univer­
sity o f Massachusetts, Amherst (18 
percent). Northeastern (19 percent), 
and Boston College (31 percent). 

O u r outstanding faculty only gets 
better year to year, and there is l i t t le 
threat o f their leaving to start another 
school. What's more, our library has 
grown incredibly, w i t h plans for even 
greater expansion. But there is a long 
list o f improvements, additions, and 
programs that need immediate atten­
t i o n . You can help — dedicating 
funds to specific needs (call or write 
me i f v o u ' d like to see the list) . A n d i f 
you have not been an active contr ibu­
tor, you w i l l help us significantly i f 
y o u ' l l jo in the growing number o f fel­

low alums in giving 
to your alma mater 
this year. 

Terence M . Clarke 
(COM'63/89) 
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Assistant Professor Michael Crommie 
(rijjht) and students Karl Schmidt, Wei 

Chen, and Vidya Madhavan with a 
quadrupole mass spectrometer. The device 
is used to analyze the gas content of their 

experimental chamber. Sec feature, page 14. 
Photo by Vernon Doucette, 

B U Photo Services. 
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F A L L 1 9 9 6 N U M B E R 

1^ T h e I n c r e d i b l e S h r i n k i n g M a n 
P h y s i c i s t M i c h a e l C r o m m i e ' s b a s i c r e s e a r c h i s a d v a n c i n g o u r 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e b e h a v i o r o f e v e r y d a y m a t t e r a t t h e 

a t o m i c s c a l e a n d m i g h t o n e d a y l e a d t o d r a m a t i c a l l y s m a l l e r 

e l e c t r o n i c d e v i c e s . By Kathleen Roman 

C O V E R S T O R Y 

WHY ACCENTUATE 
THE NEGATIVE? A n Australian journalist and 

chairman o f the College o f Communication's School o f 

Journalism casts a chilly eye on the American media in an 

election year and finds their tone and coverage demoraliz­

ing and destructive. By Ranald Macdonald 

19 
THE LIGHT OF 

HUMOR AND THE DARK­
NESS OF PREJUDICE 
Cit ing the leading figures in Ameri­

can humor over the past half century, 

the author makes the case that they 

played a pivotal cultural role in alle­

viating strains on our social fabric. 

By Joseph Boskin 

IT'S NOT THE SCHISMS, 
IT'S THE ISMS W i l l literature be allowed to con­
tinue shedding l ight on the human condit ion or w i l l i t be 
sacrificed to the gods o f ideological line-toeing? A growing 
number o f scholars have enlisted for action against such 
egregious critical excesses as "Antispiral Threads i n The 
Return of the Screw/ By Norman Truman 

THE RETURN 
OF THE SCRAMBLER 
Scrambling golfer, ex-fireman, and 
new head football coach T o m Masella 
is intent on showing a young Terrier 
team how to scrap its way back to the 
top o f the Yankee Conference. 
By Jack Palla 

E S S A Y S & R E V I E W S • 6 7 

Harold Bloom o n R o g e r S h a t t u c k ' s Forbidden Knowledge 
David Brudnoy o n F a t h e r C o u g h l i n 

Robert Taylor o n A l a n W o l f e ' s N e w Essays 

Jules Aarons et al. — P h o t o g r a p h s o f P r e - P r u B o s t o n 

Rosanna Warren — P o e t i c R e f l e c t i o n s o n Rene M a g r i t t e 

4 Letters 39 Sports: Terrier Talk 

5 Preview o f Events 41 Class Notes 

8 Notes & Quotes 64 A b o u t the University 

10 C o m m o n Wealth 76 A l u m n i Books & 

32 Prime Time on A B C w i t h A l u m n i Recordings 

Ted Harbert (COM'77) 80 Back Bay: Season to Taste 

33 Explorations by Bill Marx 



Newspaper Days 

Sorry I missed Carolyn Clay's encomium 
of Elliot Norton (Spring '96). Belatedly, I 
want to share my singular ( i f not unique) 
experience of attending his Dramatic Criti­
cism class by day (January-May, 1952) , 
and then by n ight as a copy boy at the 
Boston Post (morning paper), running his 
column to linotype to be set; no typos for 
him to be caught after the first edition was 
on its way to the boonies: the 
elegant frame ascending the 
stairs to the composing room 
(in the days before ranch-style 
printing plants), hunching over 
and scanning a p r o o f o f his 
review before the page was 
locked up — against a deadline 
on an opening n i g h t . This 
remains a v iv id and precious 
memory. 

I t was N o r t o n w h o i n 1953, I feel, 
slowed down Richard Burton's rapid-fire 
stage delivery of everything. N o r t o n , in his 
"Second Thoughts o f a F i r s t - N i g h t e r " 
(from London, by "a i r -mai l , " yet) (Post, 
September 13), reviewing the "new Ham­
let" at the old Vic, acknowledged Burton's 
"e lec tr i fy ing" moments but went on to 
say: "Most of the evening . . . he recites the 
lines at a furiously rapid pace, losing all the 
poetry and even some o f the sense." We 
are all grateful that Burton read the review 
( I 'm sure) and went on to give memorable 
performances for three decades. 

Lucas Persinos 
(DGE'50, COM'52, GRS'54) 
Windham, New Hampshire 

I enjoyed your article on E l l io t N o r t o n 
(Spring '96), especially because we used to 
work together in Winthrop Square at the 
old Boston Record American. 

Richard L. Ray (CAS'70) 
Waltham, Massachusetts 

God Didnf Save the King 

N o t to put too fine a point on the discus­
sion inspired by Carolyn Clay's tribute to 
Elliot Norton (Letters, Summer '96), but 
Hamlet does stab Claudius. Neither M r . 
Norton's memory nor the editor o f Ms. 
Clay's articled erred. A quick check o f the 

Yale and Oxford Shakespeares reveals edi­
tor ia l ly interpolated stage direct ions: 
"hur t s the k i n g " and "stabs the k i n g . " 
What's more, the Bard himself is explicit. 
Says Hamlet : "The p o i n t envenom'd 
too?/Then, venom, to thy w o r k ! " This 
clearly indicates that Hamle t skewers 
Claudius. 

Thomas F. Connolly (GRS'86) 
Brooklinc, Massachusetts 

Musical Note 

Quite a magazine! 
Particularly enjoyed were 

your interview w i t h Derek 
Walcott and then Alan Stone's 
"Crown v. Prince" (both Sum­
mer '96) on the Hamlet trial. 

M a y one agree w i t h the 
letter suggesting music cov­

erage? Could i t be that the space consid­
erations no longer allow the indulgence in 
such joys? 

Yon reported the award to Roman 
Totenberg. Curiously, I heard h i m per­
form this afternoon at Kreissel Hal l , Blue 
H i l l , Maine. 

Ed Babcock 
Mt. Desert Island, Maine 

We Asked for It 

I am sad to say that I have to agree w i t h 
Susan L . Papa o f New Haven (Letters, 
Summer '96) i n her feelings about the 
deterioration of Bostonia, from an example 
o f what a college magazine should be to 
what i t has become. I may be wrong, but I 
don't believe that most of ns need another 
example of how wonderful John Silber is 
every issue. A return to the quality that I 
got used to would go a long way toward 
keeping me from consigning Bostonia to 
the scrap heap unread, where my wife's 
a lumni magazine has gone for the last 
thirty years. 

Rosewell G. Hall 
(ENG'72) 
Starrs, Connecticut 

As stated at the end of Letters, we solicit 
reactions pro and con. We also encourage 
readers to specify subjects they would like to 
see featured. — E d . 

Ideas Are Worth 100 Pictures 

I t used to be that your articles reflected that 
B U was a serious place for scholarship, even 
a unique institution and we were proud of 
our association as alumni. Now, instead of 
BU's showing the world its riches, we're 
being shown how similar it is to every other 
college. Do yon really think that the average 
alumnus wants to see what must be 100 
photos of graduates and reunioneers? 

Remember, a l o t o f ns alums are not 
gung-ho Terrier fans and we don't go to 
B U alumni events. But we are interested in 
the ideas coming out o f B U . We are not 
part of the " i n " alumni, it appears, who are 
interested only in each other. What a disap­
pointment for ns. What a lost opportunity 
for B U . 

Aileen Michaels (CAS'52) 
Marblehead, Massachusetts 

FTI 

I read with great interest the article "Loving 
W e l l " (Summer '96) . Where could I get 
more information about the Loving Well 
curriculum? We are in desperate need o f 
something like this at our local schools. 
Thanks so very much. 

Elizabeth (Lea) Watson (CAS'68) 
Felton, California 

For more information, contact Nancy 
McLaren, Loving Well coordinator, at 
SED (60S Commonwealth Ave.), tel. 617/ 
353-4088, fax 617/353-2909. — Ed. 

Gnashing of Teeth 

Ever since graduating from Boston U n i ­
versity I have been receiving our school 
magazine. Yet every time I read i t I am 
disappointed. H o w many photos of gradu­
ation or sporting events is enough.* This 
magazine is supposed to represent the inter­
ests of all faculties in the school, not just cer­
tain groups. Do I really have to see endless 
photos of the school president* 

I would like to see the School of Dental 
Medicine have some regular input into this 
magazine. Do you know how many graduate 
students the school has produced since its 
opening twenty or so years ago* Waiting to 

Continued on page 73 
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THE 
OlARTERLY 

P R E V I E W 
OF EVENTS 

EXHIBITIONS 
ON CAMPUS 

• SFA Visual Arts Faculty Exhibition, through 
Oct. 27. BU Art Gallery. 
• Twentieth Anniversary Exhibition and Auc­
tion, through Nov. 6. A celebratory exhibition 
of over 150 works by artists who have par­
ticipated in Photographic Resource Center 
programs, including among others: Nubar 
Alexanian, S. A. Bachman, John Baldessari, 
John O'Reilly, Jane Tnckerman, and William 
Wegman. Photographic Resource Center. 
Tues.-Sun. 12-5, Thu. 12-8. 
• Frederick Burr Opper: Dean of the Ameri­
can Comic Strip, through October. 1st tloor, 
Mugar Memorial Library. Regular library 
hours. 
• David Amram: Composing an American 
Sound, through October. 1st floor, Mugar 
Memorial Library. Regular library hours. 
• From Warren to Westling: A n Exhibit ion 
C o m m e m o r a t i n g the Inaugura t ion o f 
Boston Univers i ty ' s E i g h t h President, 
opens Oct. 21. 1st floor, Mugar Memorial 
Library. Regular library hours. 
• Contemporary European Photos: The 
Polaroid Collection, Nov. 2-Dec. 15. Open­
ing reception, Nov. i , 5 p.m. BU Art Gallery. 
• A View from the Vault: A n Introduction to 
Special Col lect ions, ongoing. Richards-
Roosevelt Room, 1st floor. Mugar Library, 
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.^:30 p.m. 
• The Parian Legacy: A Major Collection of 
Victor ian Porcelain Statuary, ongoing. A 
gift of the late Paul C. Richards. Richards-
Frost Room, 1st tloor. Mugar Memorial 
Library. Regular library hours. 
• Jewish Ritual Silver from the Samuel Weis-
berg Memorial Collection, ongoing. 1st floor, 
Mugar Memorial Library. Regular library 
hours. 
• Arthur Fielder: Selected Papers f ror t i 
the C o l l e c t i o n , ongoing. Ar thur Fiedler 
Reading Room, Mugar Memorial Library, 
2nd floor. Mon. -Thurs . 8:30 a.m.- 8:30 
p.m. , Fri . unti l 4:30 p .m. . Sat. 1-5 p .m. . 
Sun. 1-9 p.m. 

• Martin Luther King, jr. : Tribulations and 
Triumphs, ongoing. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Reading Room, 3rd floor, Mugar Memorial 
Library. Mon. -Fr i . 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sat., 
Sun., regular library hours. 
• When Genius Collides: The Collaboration 
Between George Bernard Shaw and Ga­
briel Pascal, ongoing. Department of Special 
Collections, 5th floor, Mugar Memorial 
Library. Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.^:30 p.m. 
• The Third Degree: The Mystery Novel 
Through the Centuries, ongoing. 1st tloor, 
Mugar Memorial Library. Regular library 
hours. 

PERFORMING ARTS 
• Arcadia, through Oct. 6. Tom Stoppard, 
author. Jacques Cartier, director. Huntington 
Theatre Company, in residence at Boston 
University. BU Theatre. Prices vary. 
• Boston University Symphony Orchestra, 
Oct. 3. Season opening performance. David 
Hoose, conductor. Free, but tickets required. 
Tsai Performance Center. 8 p.m. 

• Faculty Concert, Oct. 4. M u i r Quartet. 
Admission: SIO general public; S5 senior citi­
zens and non-Boston University students; 
free for Boston University commnnitt'. Tsai 
Performance Center. 8 p.m. 
• Ellalou Dlmmock Honors Voice Recital, Oct. 7. 
Craig Rutcnbcrg, piano; Larry Bianco, tenor; 
Georgia Jarman, mezzo-soprano; Jennifer 
Rivera, soprano. BU Concert Hall. 8 p.m. 
• Time's Arrow, Oct. 10. David Hoose, conduc­
tor. Tsai Performance Center. 8 p.m. 
• Boston University Concert Band and Jazz 
Ensemble, Ocf. 18. Joseph Wright and Michele 
Caniato, conductors. BU Concert Hall. 8 p.m. 
• Journey to the West, Oct. 18-Nov. 17. Mary 
Zimmerman, director. Huntington Theatre 
Company, in residence at Boston University. 
BU Theatre. Prices vary. 
• Boston University Choral Ensembles, Ocf. 19. 
Ann Howard Jones, director of choral activities. 
BU Concert Hall. 8 p.m. 
• Boston University Chamber Orchestra, Oct. 
28. Tsai Performance Center. 8 p.m. 
• Boston University Symphony Orchestra, Ocf. 
29. David Hoose, conductor. Free, but tickets 
required. Tsai Performance Center. 8 p.m. 

Cynthia Maurice, Pond Series — Arboretum, oil on linen, 40" x 58", 1993. See Alumni 
Exhibitions, page 7. 
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I' R K V I K H (» F E V E N T S 

• Faculty Concert, Oct. 30. Tong-I l Han, 
piano. Chopin: Polonaise-Fantasie, Op. 61 , 
and Sonata in B Minor, Op. 58; and others. 
Tsai Performance Center. 8 p.m. 
• Faculty Concert, Nov. 1. Maria Clodes 
Jaguaribe, piano. Schubert: Sonata in D Major; 
Brahms: Rhapsody 1 & 2, Op. 79; Chopin: 
Ballads. Tsai Performance Center. 8 p.m. 
• SFA Guest Concert, Nov. 2. Marl Kimura, vio­
lin. BU Concert Hall. 8 p.m. 
• Open Rehearsal, Nov. 4. Atlantic Brass Quin­
tet. Music of Bach, Gershwin, and Bernstein. 
School for the Arts, 855 Commonwealth 
Ave., Room 171. 10 a.m. 
• Faculty Concert, Nov. 5. Atlantic Bra.ss Quin­
tet. Music of Bach, Gershwin, and Bernstein. 
Tsai Performance Center. 8 p.m. 
• Repertory Chorus Concert, Nov. 9. Erin Frie-
man, conductor. BU Marsh Chapel. 8 p.m. 
• Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992, Nov. 12-17. A 
one-woman show starring Anna Deveare 
Smith. BU Theatre. Times and prices vary. 
• Master Class, Nov. 13. Yuri Mazurkevich, 
violin. School for the Arts, 855 Common­
wealth A\'C., Room 274. Noon. 
• Early Music Series, Nov. 15. The Drottning-
holm Trio. Location to be announced. 8 p.m. 
Information: 617/353-3349. 
• Boston University Symphonic Chorus and 
Symphony Orchestra, Nov. 17. Robert Shaw, 
conductor. Brahms: Ein Deutsches Requiem. 
Ann Howard Jones, director of choral activi­
ties. Admission: $15. Tsai Performance Cen­
ter. 2:30 p.m. 
• Boston University Wind Ensemble, Nov. 19. 
Malcolm \V. Rowell, Jr., conductor. Tsai Per­
formance Center. 8 p.m. 
• Faculty Concert, Nov. 20. Hostage, a con­
cert version of a new opera by Sam Head-

rick. Libretto by Craig Wich. BU Concert 
Hall. 8 p.m. 
• A Midsummer Night's Dream, Nov. 23-26. 
Presented by School for the Arts Opera Pro­
grams. Benjamin Britten, composer; Sharon 
Daniels, director; David Hoose, conductor. 
Admission: $10; $5 for Boston University 
alumni; free for Boston University faculty, 
staff, and students. BU Theatre Mainstage. 
8 p.m. Nov. 24 at 2 p.m. 
• Atlantic Brass Quintet Holiday Concert, 
Dec. 3. Music of Bach, Handel, Tchaikovsky, 
and others. BU Marsh Chapel. 8 p.m. 
• ALEA III, Dec. 5. Admission: $6 general pub­
lic, $3 seniors and students. Tsai Performance 
Center. 8 p.m. 
• Boston University Jazz Ensembles, Dec. 6. 
Michele Caniato, conductor. Tsai Perfor­
mance Center. 8 p.m. 
• Boston University Concert Band and the All-
Unlverslty Orchestra, Dec. 9. Joseph Wright 
and Walter Pavasaris, conductors. Tsai Perfor­
mance Center. 8 p.m. 
• Boston University Percussion Ensemble, Dec. 
10. Thomas Ganger, conductor. BU Concert 
Hall. 8 p.m. 
• Boston University Symphony Orchestra, Dec. 
10. David Hoose, conductor. Free, but tickets 
required. Tsai Performance Center. 8 p.m. 
•Time's Arrow, Dec. 11. Richard Cornell, conduc­
tor. 20th-century works by Antoniou, Schwartz, 
and otliers. Tsai Performance Center. 8 p.m. 
• Shakespeare Project, Dec. 11-14. Caroline 
Eves, director. Admission: $6; $4 students and 
seniors; free for the Boston University com­
munity. BU Theatre Studio 210. 8 p.m. Dec. 
14 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
• Measure for Measure, Dec. 11-15. William 
Shakespeare, author. Jacques Cartier, director. 

Admission: $8, S6; S4 for students and seniors. 
BU Theatre Mainstage. 8 p.m. Dec. JSat 2 p.m. 

WORKSHOPS 
• The State of Contemporary Photography, 
with A. D. Coleman, Oct. 9. $4, $8 nonmem-
bers. Photographic Resource Center. 7 p.m. 
• Robert Klein and Dr. Anthony Terrana In Dia­
logue: Bui ld ing a Private Collection, Oct. 
16. Photographic Resource Center. 6 p.m. 
• Conversations Toward the Third Millenium 
2/2: On Collectors and Collecting, Poetics 
and Practice, Oct. 29. $4, $8 nonmembers. 
Rosamund Puree!!, Alan Trachtenberg, and 
others. Photographic Resource Center. 7 p.m. 

ALUMNI 
EXHIBITIONS 

• Barbara Donnelly (PAL'54), Sept. 29-Oct. 11. 
"Tableaux Nouveaux." Opening reception, 
Sept. 29, 2^ p.m. Rockport Art Association, 12 
Main St., Rockport, Mass. Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-
5 p.m., Sun. 12-5 p.m. 508/546-6604. 
• Penelope Jencks (SFA'58) through Nov. 24. 
"Becoming Eleanor Roosevelt: The New York 

Barbara Donnelly, Flowermarket in the Rain, watercolor on paper, 15" x 22", 1996. See 
Alumni Exhibitions, this page. 

Admission is free to all events, unless 
otherwise listed. 

School for the Arts Events Line 
617/353-3349 

Tsai Performance Center 
685 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston 
617/353-8724 

Boston University Concert Hall 
School for the Arts 
855 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston 
617/353-3350 

Boston University Theatre 
Huntington Theatre Company 
productions, Mainstage and Studio 210 
264 Huntington Avenue, Boston 
617/266-0800 

Boston University A r t Gallery 
School for the Arts 
855 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston 
617/353-3329 

George Sherman Union A r t Gallery 
775 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston 
617/353-9425 

Photographic Resource Center 
602 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston 
617/353-0700 
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Years, 1884-1933." Includes maqnette of the 
8-foot bronze memorial sculpture by Jencks for 
the Eleanor Roosevelt Memorial site at New 
York's Riverside Park. Memorial dedication, 
Oct. 5. New York Historical Society, Central 
Park West at 77 St., New York, N.Y. Wed-Sun. 
12-5 p.m. 
• Cynthia Maurice (SFA'63,'65), through Nov. 
3. "Natural Immersion — Landscape-inspired 
Works," part of a group show at the Mills 
Gallery, Boston Center for the Arts, 549 
Tremont St., Boston. Wed.-Sun. 1-4 p.m., 
Thnrs.-Sat. 7-10 p.m. 617/426-5000. 
•Joellen Secondo (SFA'84), ongoing. "This Is 
the Modern World: Furnishings of the Twenti­
eth Century," an exhibit curated by Secondo. 
Museum of Fine Arts, 465 Huntington Ave., 
Boston. Information: 617/267-9300. 
• Susan Stephenson (SFA'92), Sept. 28-Nov. 
15. "Landscapes — a New England View." 
Gregory Gallery, 903 Post Road, Darien, 
Conn. 203/655-6186. 

ALUMNI EVENTS 
• Alumni Club of Worcester County Annual 
Membership Reception, Oct. 5. Meeting at 
home of Colleen Amorello (PAL'45) in 
Grafton, Mass., featuring Bernie Herman 
(LAW'48). Free. Information: Joanna Schilke 
(COM'91), 508/757-7679. 
• SDM Toronto Alumni Club Meeting, Oct. 
10. Current IDevelopments in Restorative 
Materials. Lectures 7-10 p .m. Sheraton 
Parkway Toronto N o r t h , 600 Highway 7 
East, Richmond H i l l , O n t . $30 U.S., 
includes l ight dinner. Information; Mari 
McKeon, SDM Alumni Officer, 617/638-
4891 or mmckeon@bu.edu. 
• SDM Alumni Reception at American Academy 
of Periodontology, Oct. 10. New Orleans Hilton 
Riverside Hotel, New Orleans, La. 6-8 p.m. 
Free. Information: Mari McKeon, SDM Alumni 
Officer, 617/638-4891 or mmckeon@bu.edu. 
• BU vs. UMass Football Game and Tailgate 
Party, Oct. 12. Sponsored by the Alumni Club 
of Western Massachusetts. Amherst, Mass. 
11:30 a.m. tailgate; 1 p.m. kickoff. Cost: 
TBA. Information: Tony DiGiore (SFA'53, 
'57/413/739-9065. 
• SMG Grand Opening Celebration, Oct. 18. 
Black tie champagne reception and tours at 
the new SMG building. 5 p.m. Banquet and 
dancing at the Copley Marriott. 8 p.m. Reser­
vations required. $250 per person. Informa­
tion: Ruth Gallagher, 617/353-5618. 
• Alumni Club of Cape Cod and the islands Lun­
cheon Meeting, Oct. 19. Lighthouse Inn, Den­
nis, Mass. 11 ;30 a.m. reception; 12:30 p.m. 
luncheon and presentation. $16. Information: 
Kerry Pitman, Office of Development and 
Alumni Relations, 800/800-3644. 
• Homecoming/Young Alumni Weekend, Oct. 
19-20. Events indude Alumni Awards Break­

fast (honoring the recipients of our most pres­
tigious alumni award). Homecoming Parade, 
tailgate and barbecue at Nickerson Field, Ter­
rier Football vs. Hofstra, Young Alumni Gala, 
and Homecoming Brunch, sponsored by the 
Legacy and Parents Programs for BU alumni 
and their daughters and sons. Information: 
Reunion Program, 617/353-2248. 
• Army ROTC Dedication and Naming Cere­
mony, Oct. 20. The BU Department of Mi l i ­
tary Science building wi l l be dedicated in 
honor of, and named for. Colonel John W. 
Pershing (CAS'64). 128 Bay State Road, 
9:30 a.m. Information: 617/353-7161. 
• Army ROTC Alumni Association Brunch, Oct. 
20. George Sherman Union, 5th floor, 775 
Commonwealth Ave., Boston. $8 per person, 
children under eight free; advance reserva­
tions required. Information: 617/353-4025. 
• Head of the Charles Regatta Buffet Brunch, 
Oct. 20. Sponsored by the Downtown Alumni 
Club, the Reunion Program, and the Young 
Alumni Council. Along the Charles River 
next to the B U Boathonse, opposite the 
Hyatt Regency on Memorial Drive, Cam­
bridge. 11:30 a .m. - I p.m. Cost: $12, SIO 
DAC members. Information: Kimberly Zim-
mer (COM'93), 617/262-5574, or the Re­
union Program, 617/353-2248. 
• BU vs. University of Rhode Island Football 
Game and Tailgate Party, Oct. 26. Sponsored 
by the Alumni Club of Rliode Island. 
Kingston, R.I . 11:30 tailgate party; 1 p.m. 
kickoff. Cost: TBA. Information: David 
Hammarstrom (LAW'94), 401/351 -9151. 
• SDM Toronto Alumni Club Meeting, Oct. 28. 
Perspectives in Current Implant Therapies. 
Lectures, 7-10 p.m. Sheraton Parkway Toronto 
North, 600 Highway 7 East, Richmond Hil l , 
Ont. $30 U.S., includes light dinner. Informa­
tion: Mari McKeon, SDM Alumni Officer, 
617/638-4891 ormmckeon@bu.edu. 
• SDM Greater New York Alumni Club Meeting, 
Oct. 30. Restoration of the Endodontically 
Treated Tooth. 7-10 p.m. Williams Club, 24 
E. 39 St., New York, N.Y. $30 per person, 
includes light dinner. Information: Mari 
McKeon, SDM Alumni Officer, 617/638-
4891 or mmckeon@bu.edu. 
• SDM Alumni Reception at Greater New York 
Dental Meeting. Dec. 4. 6-7:30 p.m. Marriott 
Marquis, New York, N.Y. Free. Information: 
Mari McKeon, SDM Alumni Officer, 617/ 
638-4891 or mmckeon@bu.edn. 
• Alumni Club of Cape Cod and the Islands 
Holiday Luncheon, Dec. 7. Dai i ' l Webster 
Inn, Sandwich, Mass. 11:30 a.m. reception; 
12:30 p.m. luncheon. $16. Information: 
Kerry Pitman, Office of Development and 
Alumni Relations, 800/800-3644. 
• SDM Alumni Reception at the Yankee Dental 
Congress, Jan. 24. Sheraton Boston. 6:30-
8 p.m. Free. Information: Mari McKeon, 
SDM Alumni Officer, 617/638-4891 or 
mmckeon@bu.edu. [ ] 

Regatta Revels 
Alumni and friends will assemble at two 

sites on October 20 to enjoy the Head of 

the Charles Regatta and cheer on 

Terrier Crew. 

On the banks of the Charles, the 

Young Alumni Council, the Downtown 

Alumni Club, and Boston University Crew 

are jointly hosting a buffet brunch next 

to the BU Boathouse on Memorial Drive, 

from 11:30 a.m. to I p.m. BU Crew 

insignia items will be on sale. For tickets 

($12; $10 for DAC members) or more 

information, please call the Reunion 

Office at 617/353-2248. 

Atop the Hyatt Regency Hotel on 

Memorial Drive, the Friends of Crew will 

enjoy their seventh annual Regatta 

breakfast and a spectacular view of the 

Head of the Charles start line, beginning 

at 8:30 a.m. For tickets ($25) and more 

information, please call Erin Hobin at 

617/353-3008. 

T h e President 's 
Travels 

President Jon Westling w i l l be 
traveling tJiroughout tJie United 
States and i n Asia to speak w i t l i 

a lumni, parents, and friends of tJie 
University. He w i l l be jo ined by 
trustees, a lumni , staff, and Vice 
President for Development and 
A l u m n i Relations Christopher 

Reaske. A l l are welcome to attend. 
For information about specific 

times and locations, please call the 
Office of Development and 

A l u m n i Relations at 800/800-3466. 

Houston, Tbxas 
November 20,1996 

Dallas/Fort Worth, Thxas 
November 21,1996 

Tbipei and Hong Kong 
January 18-25,1997 

Palm Beach and Tbmpa, Florida 
February 18-19, 1997 

Seattle, Washington, and 
Portland, Oregon 

A p r i l 15-16, 1997 

Worcester, Massachusetts 
June 5,1997 



NOTES QUOTES 

E Pluribus Unum 
1 he Boston University^ Medical Cen­

ter Hospital, Boston City Hospital , 
. and Boston Specialty Rehabilitation 

Hospita l merged o n July 1 , becoming 
the Boston Medical Center. Elaine U l -
lian, who has been president and C E O 
o f the University's hospital, was named 
C E O of the new inst i tut ion, a 633-bed 
hospital wi th some 4,000 employees and 
1,400 physicians. 

Boston City Hospital and Boston U n i ­
versity Medical Center Hospital had col­
laborated for several years, sharing many 
clinical departments and providing com­
plementary services. Both had been prin­
cipal teaching hospitals for BU's School 
o f Medicine. 

A mayoral panel proposed the merger 
in June 1994, having concluded that 
health-care market changes made i t nec­
essary. A Coopers & Lybrand report i n 
April 1996 agreed that the merger was the 
city's best financial choice. Announcing 
the merger in June, Mayor T o m Menino 
said it guarantees that "thousands o f poor 
and uninsured patients w i l l continue to 
have a place to go here in Boston to get 
first-rate health care." 

Home of the Braves 

y ighty years ago about now, the 
"I Wor ld Series was being played at 

. —i Nickerson Field. Then the home 
o f "Boston's other t e a m , " the Boston 
Braves, i t was borrowed in 1915 and '16 
by the Red Sox for their home Series 
games because its seating capacity was 
greater than Fenway Park's. 

Boston University's Nickerson Field 
was then in Weston. The Braves left Bos­
ton for Milwaukee in 1953; in 1954 B U 
acquired and renamed Braves Field. 

Ct [ A recent study fund e d by 
the N a t i o n a l Ins t i tu te o f 

C h i l d H e a l t h and H u m a n 
Development] shows that 

men suffer h i g h stress w h e n 
their wives d o significantly more 

ch i ld care than they d o . 55 

— COM Professor C a r y l R i v e r s and 
Rosalind C. B a r n e t l (coauthors of 

He Works, She Works: H o w T w o 
Income Families Are Happier, 

Healthier and Better Off , Harpers, 
1996) in August 8 USA Today 

Red Sox, WABU TV 
Strike Deal 

]he Red Sox and BU's W A B U - T V 
have extended their initial one-season 

. . contract for an additional two years, 
w i t h a t h i r d at WABU's option. W A B U 
w i l l once again carry five spring-training 
games and seventy-five in the regular sea­
son, w i t h the N e w England Sports Net­
work picking up the others. At least two 
other Boston-area television stations vied 
for the contract. 

Professor Maxim Frank-Kamenetskii of the Center for Advanced Biotechnology at the 
College of Engineering explains to a group of teachers taking part in the School of 
Education's Summer Institutes for Educators how he and his colleagues are developing 
new methods to handle DNA molecules to map and sequence genomes, including the 
human genome, and to identify genes responsible for inherited diseases. The three one-
week institutes comprised a pilot program, sponsored by the SED alumni office and led 
by SED faculty members Carole Greenes (SFD'65,'70) and Carol Findell. Teachers, 
several of whom were BU alumni, came from throughout the United States to partici­
pate in the program. 
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Early Profile of the 
Undergraduate Class of 2000 

As o f August 16, 3,900 freshmen had enrolled from an applicant pool o f29 ,979 . 

Average rank in high school class 
Average CPA 
SAT ranges (middle 50 percent) 
Female 
Male 
Distribution 
International 

Top 12 percent 
3.4 
I190-1350 
59 percent 
41 percent 
50 states and 92 countries 
7.4 percent 

The colors o f Boston 
Univers i ty are scarlet and 
w h i t e . . . a symbol o f the 

equality o f the t w o sexes here. 59 

— BU President D a n i e l L. Marsh, 

Founders' Day Address, March 1945 

BMOMC — Big Man 
On MED Campus 

A long w i t h being dean o f the School 
o f Medic ine , Aram V. Chobanian 
is now provost o f the B U Medical 

Center Campus, overseeing the Medical 
School, Goldman School o f Dental Med­
icine, and School o f Public Health. He is 
also responsible for management o f the 
University's relationships with its teach­
ing hospitals and o f the health-care net­
w o r k g r o w i n g out o f the merger o f the 
Univers i ty 's Medical Center Hospi ta l 
w i t h Boston City Hospital and the Bos­
t o n Specialty Rehabil i tat ion H o s p i t a l . 
Chobanian became the Medical Center 
Campus' first provo.st on July 1 , the day 
o f the merger. 

Also on July 1 , Richard Egdahl retired 
as academic vice president for health 
affairs. H e continues as director o f the 
Health Policy Institute and a member o f 
the faculty. 

The Medical Center Campus has more 
than 1,700 students and 800 teaching and 
research faculty. I n fiscal year 1995 it re­
ceived over $86 million in research grants. 

Chobanian earned his M . D . at the Har­
vard Medical School. He joined the B U 
School o f Medicine in 1962, became dean 
in 1988, and also John I . Sandson Distin­
guished Professor o f Health Sciences in 
1993. H e directed BU's Whitaker Car­
diovascular Institute from 1973 to 1992 
and the Hypertension Specialized Center 
o f Research from 1975 to 1995. 

Taking It from the Top 

S ome large universities may be infa­
mous for having great names on 
their faculties but primarily teach­

ing assistants in their undergraduate class­
rooms. N o t so Boston Uniyersitt', where 
nearly three-quarters o f the undergradu­

ate credit hours are taught by assistant, as-
.sociate, and full professors. 

The following figures, for fall 1995, ex­
clude physical education, military training, 
and medical courses. 

Undergrads received nearly 74 percent 
o f their instruction from those with a pro­
fessorial rank, over 25 percent o f it f rom 
full professors. For freshmen, those figures 
were 69 and 24.6 percent; for seniors, 78.6 
and 26.5 percent. As a whole, undergrad­
uates received another 4.3 percent o f their 
instruction from preceptors and instruc­
tors, 11.5 percent f rom lecturers, .4 per­

cent from research associates, and 10 per­
cent f rom administrators, students, and 
other unrankcd part-time faculty. 

The University's three Nobel laureates 
— FHe Wiesei, Saul Bellow, and Derek Wal­
cott — all teach undergraduates. 

CC You get a l o t o f feedback: 
i f y o u d o something w r o n g , 

y o u fal l i n the water. 55 

— Monica Wilson {CAS'92, SFD'93) , 
a member of Argentina's Olympic 
windsurfng team, about her sport 

Two weeks before move-in day, ENG Alumni Officer Bill DelFavero (CAS'89), Boston 
University Alumni (BUA) Vice President for Student and Toung Alumni Programs 
Keith Tavares (CGS'88, CAS'92), Director of the Student/Alumni Council Scott 
Monty ( M F D ' 9 6 ) , Michael "Duke" Dmhnowski (ENG'91, '93) , and Marko Ratesic 
(SMG'99) take time out from filing welcome bags for members of the Class of2000. 
The bags were distributed at the freshman barbecue, hosted by the Student/Alumni 
Council, formed by the BUA to foster connections between students and alumni. 
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AHEAD OF THE CURVE 
or some creaky veterans o f the fiery 

' ideological shoot-outs o f a hal f 
century back, Partisan Review 
was a well-slogged battlefield. The 

. - quarterly was also a wellspring o f 
fiction of such originality and distinction 
that describing it puts one at peril o f set­
t ing o f f a minefield o f cliches. N o r need 
one attempt a litany o f the Nobelers and 
Pulitzers who wrote for that little maga­
zine. Name the world's best writers who 
were productive f rom 1937 to date and 
y o u ' l l find an extraordinarily h igh per­
centage o f them appeared in its pages, 
many for the first time. 

N o w we learn that the best o f sixty 
years o f Partisan Review is being published 
this fall, fittingly in two volumes (fiction 
and nonfiction) since the founding editors, 
W i l l i a m Phillips and Phi l ip Rahv, were 
adamant that there be a clear separation 
between art and politics — church and 
state, i f you w i l l . 

Jumping the gun on the New York City 
publishing part}' for both books in Octo­

ber, we stopped by PR's Bay State Road 
offices to talk about the role o f the little 
magazine in cultural life. 

We were greeted by Edith Kurzweil, the 
engaging and energetic editor o f A Parti­
san Century: Political Writingsfrom Parti­
san Review, being published by Columbia 
University Press. Kurzweil ushered us into 
the office ofWilliam Phillips, with whom she 
has coedited the magazine since 1978. 
Phillips, now in his eighties, grinned on hear­
ing that we last visited his office in 1950, 
when it was on Twelfth Street in New York's 
Crecnwich Village. The magazine, which 
has always operated on a shoestring and a 
bootstrap, moved around for a while before 
coming to Boston University in 1978. 

H e smiled again when asked i f there 
was a direct inverse correlation between a 
magazine's quality and its circulation. 

" O f course," he replied. "We know 
we're never going to have a mass reader­
ship — or even a large one. But wc can't 
write down to readers. Our readers know 
what they want and what they expect. I f we 
tried to cheapen the appeal to a wider au­
dience . . . well, we wouldn't , or couldn't ." 

Both editors agree that the influence o f 

a magazine depends far more on the qual­
ity o f the readership than on the size of its 
circulation. A n d w i t h a strong presence in 
major libraries and with readers on edito­
rial staffs o f large and prestigious maga­
zines and newspapers, no one questions 
that Partisan Review has deeply influenced 
our culture over the years — and out of all 
proport ion to its circulation. 

" O h , here's something that might in­
terest y o u , " said Phillips, reaching over to 
a side table and passing along the contents 
pages o f the fiction anthology he had just 
finished editing. Sixty Tears of Great Fic­
tion from Partisan Review. 

N o w one couldn't avoid the above-men­
tioned litany, for listed by date of publication 
were such names as Dos Passos, Certrude 
Stein, Mary McCarthy, Kafka, Malraux, 
Faulkner, Malamud, Bellow, and Beckett. 

" I never wanted to be a publisher," re­
sponded Phillips, when asked if, wi th such 
a galaxy o f authors, he had ever considered 
starting his o w n publishing company. 
"Being a book publisher? N o . That's too 
much hard work for me," he added. 

D i d he have any idea, when he first 
started pr int ing the contributions o f his 
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T HE C A M P A I G N FOR T H E NEW BOSTON UNIVERSITY 

B O A T H O U S 
University Trustee Richard De Wolfe ( M E T V i ) has pledged $1 mi l l ion to the Campaign for tKe 

New Boston University Boathouse. Now the campaign seeks the generous support of alumni, 

patents, and friends to teach out goal of $2.5 mi l l ion to huild a world-class boathouse for out 

Boston University crews. The new Boston University Boathouse w i l l he a prominent symbol of 

Boston University's cherished towing tradition. The Friends of Boston University Crew ate proud 

to announce that we have passed the halfway mark in our fundraising campaign. Please j o i n us 

in supporting this effort. Through the "Pulling Together" campaign, you can honor a special 

mentor, a family member, ot an entire family w i t h a leadership gift. 

For more information, please contact Mike Eruzione at 617/353-6020 

or Denis Bustin at 6171353-2424. 

Pulling Together 

B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y 

Office of Development and A l u m n i Relations 

19 Deerfield Street 

Boston, M A 02215 



T h e I n c r e d i b l e 

S h r i n k i n g 
Man 

Physicist Michael Crommie 
is w o r k i n g t o understand the behavior 

o f everyday matter at the atomic scale. H i s basic 
research may enable applied scientists t o b u i l d 

dramatically smaller electronic 
circuits and devices. 

B Y K A T H L E E N K O M A N 

Imagine 
! I F W E H A D M A C H I N E S T H A T 

co uld assemble any object 
o u t o f basic raw materials, 
tha t c o u l d d i r e c t l y trans­

f o r m grass into steak, coal in to d iamond, and diamond into 
rocket engines. I t sounds far-fetched, b u t this technology 
may be available w i t h i n fifteen years, according t o K. Eric 
Drexler, chairman o f the Foresight Ins t i tu te i n Palo A l t o , 
California, and the first person to receive a doctorate in nano-
technology, a field he created at Massachusetts Inst i tute o f 
Technology. I n articles and books and in testimony before a 
Senate committee in 1992, Drexler has touted his idea about 
nanomachines — devices, he claims, that w i l l manufacture 
objects by manipulating individual atoms and molecules and 
thus give us complete control over the structure o f matter. 

M a n y scientists arc skeptical about Drexler ' s claims. 

" H e ' s hypothes iz ing th ings that are many leaps removed 
f r o m our present capabilities," says Boston University Assis­
tant Professor o f Physics Michael C r o m m i e . " I ' m w o r k i n g to 
bui ld atomic scale systems and manipulate t h e m . O u t capa­
bilities are very rudimentary at this level , " he says. "We're still 
t r y i n g to figure out what happens when y o u p u t t w o atoms 
together o n a surface. Sometimes they stick and sometimes 
they d o n ' t , and people d o n ' t understand w h y . " A l t h o u g h 
there ate engineers w h o make l i t t le machines, he adds, they 
are nowhere near approaching the atomic-length scale. 

B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y Physics Professor Sidney Redner 

From the depths: Professor Michael Crommie emerges from his 
laboratory's underground pit, which houses the scanning tun­
neling microscope. The STM is surrounded by a large liquid-
helium flask called a dewar. 
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agrees that i t takes more than a bright idea to make a major 
technologica l advancement. I t takes years o f painstaking 
experimentation, crazy leaps o f faith, and luck. 

Redner and others at Boston University believe that i f 
anyone has what i t takes to advance technology, it 's C r o m ­
mie. Their belief is so strong that in 1994 they recruited the 
thirty-fout-year-old native Califotnian f r o m I B M w i t h a hefty 
start-up package and an oppor tun i ty to construct a research 
lab in the basement o f the Metca l f Science Center. Assisted by 
graduate students, C r o m m i e has spent the past t w o years 
bui lding a scanning tunnel ing microscope ( S T M ) , an instru­
ment he w i l l use to assemble microscopic structures by pre­
cisely positioning single atoms on metal and semiconducting 
surfaces. His a im: t o f u r t h e r advance the m i n i a t u r i z a t i o n 
o f electrical circuitry, the process that has driven h igh tech­
nology and has a l lowed us t o have devices such as laptop 
computers, cellular phones, d i g i ta l watches, and magnetic 
resonance imaging ( M R I ) machines. " T h e only difference 
beuveen out technology and the technolog)' o f 1935 is that 
we can do i t smaller," he says. 

" I h a d b e e n a t I B M f o r a w h o l e y e a r 

w i t h n o r e a l r e s u l t s , " h e s a y s . " I t w a s 

s t r e s s f u l a n d d e p r e s s i n g . E v e r y o n e w a s i n 

a f u n k . " B u t w h e n t h e y s w i t c h e d t o a 

c o p p e r s u r f a c e , t h e i r l u c k c h a n g e d . 

I t was i n 1 9 9 1 , after earning his P h . D . i n physics and 
while do ing a two-year stint as a visit ing scientist at the I B M 
Almaden Research Center i n San Jose, that C r o m m i e first 
explored the capabilities o f an S T M . (Crommie's interest in 
science was sparked by his father, a former aerospace engineer 
w h o helped to design the heat shield for the A p o l l o Pro­
gram.) His first experiment at I B M was to inx'cstigate where 
electrons "hang o u t " i n the vicinity o f very small structures 
on metal surfaces. I n other words, he looked to see how the 
electrons redistributed themselves when he dropped an atom 
on the metal surface. The location o f electrons is important 
because i t is what determines the behavior o f materials — for 
instance, whether something is an insulator or a conductor, 
whether it's sticky or slick, reflective or transparent, he says. 
Even though an electron is a particle, i t is not like an object 
that just sits somewhere. Rather, i t is an extended entity that 
has a probabil i ty o f being at different places inside a micro­
scopic system. 

T o p r o b e the l o c a t i o n o f e lectrons as a f u n c t i o n o f 
energy, Crommie used an S T M designed by his lab supervi-

Kathleen Koman is a freelance writer who lives in Winchester, 
Massachusetts. She received a master's degree in science journal­
ism from BU in 1994. 
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sot, I B M scientist D o n a l d Eiglet . U n l i k e o r d i n a r y m i c r o ­
scopes, which use l ight waves, this instrument uses electron 
waves. The S T M , explains Crommie , is basically a needle that 
scans a surface, measuring dips and bumps like a b l ind person 
reading braille. A computet sends electrical signals (voltages) 
to small crystals glued to the needle. The crystals expand or 
contract, m o v i n g the needle distances that are smaller than 
the size o f a single atom. 

"You can th ink o f the needle as a little probe that sucks 
up electrons like a straw," says C r o m m i e . As the needle glides 
over the surface, a computet records its height and generates 
an image. This image is not a photograph in the conventional 
sense, because what the S T M examines is smaller than the 
wavelength o f l ight . 

A Switch to Copper 
A n d a Change in Luck 

For about six months, Crommie and his colleagues dropped 
magnet ic atoms o n s u p e r c o n d u c t i n g surfaces. B u t they 
c o u l d n ' t make their experiment w o r k . A n d then the S T M 
broke . " I had been at I B M for a w h o l e year w i t h n o teal 
results," he says. " I t was stressful and depressing. Everyone 
was i n a f u n k . " But when they switched to a copper surface, 
their luck changed. 

" W h e n we looked at the copper surface, we saw that i t 
was completely coveted by waves," says Crommie. "We had 
never seen that before, so i t surprised the hell out o f us. A t 
first we t h o u g h t tha t i t m i g h t be electrical noise. That ' s 
always one o f the challenges o f an experimental physicist. You 
have to make sure that what you're observing is not baloney. 
That it's not some guy stomping on the floor next door . " 

After performing mote tests, they realized that they were 
observing a genuine phenomenon: the wave-like movement 
o f a two-dimensional electron across a surface. One o f the 
most fundamental qualities o f matter is that a particle behaves 
like a wave. Q u a n t u m mechanics tells us that i t is impossible 
to specify a particle's precise m o m e n t u m and posit ion at the 
same time. You can only k n o w the probabil i ty o f finding that 
particle at different points i n space. People have k n o w n about 
quantum mechanics for decades, but u n t i l the I B M image, no 
one had seen the wave d i r e c t l y . ( C o i n c i d e n t a l l y , unbe­
knownst to Crommie , when he and his colleagues i n San Jose 
first imaged the electron waves o n a copper surface, scientists 
at I B M ' s research center i n N e w York were seeing similar 
waves on a gold surface.) 

C r o m m i e ' s invest igat ion o f e lectron waves generated 
excitement i n the physics community, but not as much as his 
next exper iment d i d . U s i n g the S T M t o manipulate i r o n 
atoms o n a copper surface, he b u i l t small closed circular 
structures called quantum corrals to fence i n the electrons. 
H e was able t o c o n t r o l the posi t ion o f electrons at l ength 
scales comparable to the size o f a single atom and obtain an 
image o f the probability wave pattern set up by creating these 
specific boundaries. This image appeared on the covet of the 



Michael Crommie, who traded sailing in Califor­
nia for bicycling in Boston, rounds the corner on 
Cummington Street on the way to his laboratory. 

journal Science 'm 1993. Crommie and his coau­
t h o r s , E i g l e t a n d C h r i s t o p h e r L u t z , also o f 
I B M , w o n the prestigious American Association 
f o r the A d v a n c e m e n t o f Science N e w c o m b 
Cleveland Prize for their accompanying article. 

E iglet believes that the biggest impact o f 
their finding has mote to d o w i t h human nature 
than w i t h physics. "Col leagues f r o m a r o u n d 
the w o r l d have t o l d us o f the joy and satisfac­
t ion they have experienced upon seeing a quan­
t u m state," he says. " A visual image o f nature's 
beauty is evidently irresistible." By themselves, 
he adds, " q u a n t u m corrals should he consid­
ered as a new l a b o r a t o r y i n s t r u m e n t w i t h no 
certain route t o an economically viable technology. But by 
using them, we may well discover new scientific and quantum 
phenomena that w i l l enable dramatically smaller electronic 
circuits and devices." 

Hans C h r i s t i a n v o n Baeyet, Chance l lor Professor o f 
Physics at the College o f W i l l i a m and M a t y and author o f the 
h o o k Taming the Atom — The Emergence of the Visible 
Microworld, says that " f o r the average person, an image like 
that on the covet o f Science reinforces the impressive scope 
and unity o f science. Wc see similar waves on ponds and wc 
heat their effects emanating f r o m drums, at a scale that is a 
b i l l i o n times larger. O u t imaginat ion , o u t science, and o u t 
mathematics have allowed us to find patterns in nature that 
remain unchanged over vast teaches o f scale." 

While Crommie's days at I B M proved f ru i t fu l , his t iming 
c o u l d n ' t have been worse. " W h e n 1 jo ined I B M , the stock 
price p l u m m e t e d , " he s.us. "The companv had been happily 

dominating the mainframe market and everything was hunky-
dory — they were becoming very complacent. Suddenly, they 
realized that the future o f computers was not in mainframes, 
hut in workstations and PCs. As a result, everything was being 
shaken u p . " The company began to lay people off , induce peo­
ple to retire, and pull money out o f their research. Employees 
were nervous and uncertain. They were depressed and com­
plaining, notes Crommie . " I t was a time o f watching the basic 
research enterprise really begin to flounder," he says. 

Luckily, C r o m m i e was insulated from the direct fal lout 
d u r i n g this t u t h u l c n t t ime . The reason, he says, is that the 
I B M establishment was very pleased w i t h D o n Eiglet , w h o 
had bui l t the S T M that enabled the scientists t o contro l mat­
ter at a microscopic level by actually moving atoms. This was 
a significant h t e a k t h t o u g h and opened up possibilities for 
future technologies. 

" D o n was the leader o f the lab, and 1 d o n ' t k n o w what 
battles he had to fight," says Crommie . " A l l I know is that i f l 
wanted something, I ' d get i t . A n d i f l wanted to d o some­
t h i n g , I could do i t . A n d I d i d . " 

According to Eiglet, Crommie is b o t h ht i l l iant and h r i l -
iiantly fun to work w i t h — and exttaotdinatily creative. "This 
creativity manifested itself in many ways," he says. "Even now, 
we're still working on experiments that Mike suggested." 

This image is among the first-ever pictures to be produced by the 
Crommie group's new STM. It shows a 400a x 400d (i.e., 2 
millionths of an inch by 2 millionths of an inch) region of the 
surface of a gold crystal held at a temperature of 4 degrees 
Kelvin. The very bright and dark ridges show single-atom-high 
steps on the gold surface, while the small bumps and dips reveal 
two (unknown) types of impurity atoms clinging to the surface. 
The gentle ripples covering the surface are the combined effect 
of a stress-related rumpling and the quantum mechanical 
interference of two-dimensional electron waves. (The periodic 
small white dots are artifacts from an extrinsic electrical 
noise source.) 
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A Quantum Leap: 
Golden Gate to Copper Plate 

A l t h o u g h the shake-up at I B M d i d n ' t intetferc w i t h C t o m -
mie's experimentation, i t d i d p r o m p t h i m into the joh mar­
ket sooner than he w o u l d have l i k e d . Ten years earlier, a 
successful postdoc m i g h t have expected t o he o f f e r e d a 
permanent p o s i t i o n at the company. But C r o m m i e d i d n ' t 
th ink there was any chance he 'd get a permanent job at I B M , 
and he d idn ' t really want one anyway. H e thought he w o u l d 
flourish better i n an academic environment. 

"Boston University has a reputation for heing up-and-
coming, and I l iked t h a t , " C r o m m i e says o f his decision to 
come East. 

H e also liked the fact that the University had offered h i m 
nearly $500 ,000 t o start his research. So in 1994 he left 
I B M ' s S T M behind and came to Boston University to hui ld 
his o w n . H e traded his passion for sailing and windsur f ing 
under the Golden Gate Bridge for h i k i n g to w o r k t h r o u g h 
snow f r o m his new home i n Jamaica Plain. 

I n addit ion to his research, Gtommie teaches introduc­
tory physics for nonmajots and he has received among the 
highest scores i n student evaluations ever recorded for the 
course. "When 1 visited his class, I was totally h lown away," 
says Redner . " H e h a d th i s fire l i t inside t h a t c o u l d he 
imparted to the students." 

" T h i s professor is a m a z i n g , " w r o t e one student w h o 
took Crommie's in t roductory physics course last spring. " H e 
should teach other physics teachers how to teach. I , w h o got 
a D in h igh school physics, am gett ing an A in college!" 

" I started the year w i t h l i tt le confidence," wrote another 
student, " b u t have developed considerably. I feel very f o r t u ­
nate to have had Prof. Crom m i e for my first physics experi­
ence. . . . He is encouraging, helpful , patient, good-humored, 
calm, predictable, and available to he lp . " 

"Prof . C r o m m i e is a great teacher," added yet another. 
"Consider ing h o w m u c h I dreaded taking physics, the fact 
that I actually enjoyed i t speaks h i g h l y o f the ins t ruc tor . 
We're lucky to have h i m at B U . " 

A t th ir ty- four , Cromm i e remembers what it 's like to be a 
student, says third-year graduate student Vidya Madhavan, 
w h o designed the manipulator for the S T M and maintains 
the instrument's vacuum and pumps. "He 's very fair and easy 
to get along w i t h . But he's also direct. I f he feels you've done 
something w r o n g , he tells y o u . " 

I t A l l Adds U p 
I n a d d i t i o n t o B U ' s generous start-up package, C r o m m i e 
received a $450,000 grant f rom the W. M . Keck Foundation. 
H e also w o n a National Science Foundation Young Investiga­
tor A w a r d for 1994, a prize that w i l l total about $300,000 
over a five-year period. 

C r o m m i e has used this money to set up his laboratory 

and hui ld his S T M . I t consists o f a " d i t t y r o o m , " where he and 
his students d r i l l , sand, solder, and saw, and a "cleaner r o o m , " 
where they do spot welding and assembly. W i t h i n the cleaner 
room is a soundproof r o o m , a cage that houses the S T M . 

I n the middle o f the cage is a table made o f three vihta-
tionally isolated decks floating on ait pistons. The table holds 
the large stainless steel ulttahigh-vacuum chamber necessary 
to clean the surfaces that w i l l he examined at the atomic scale. 
The manipulator, a device that moves the sample around, is 
also in this area. The S T M itself, which consists o f the needle 
and attached crystals, is about the size o f a t h u m b and is 
encased in a hell jar located in a pit under the cage floor. Also 
in the pit is a l iquid hel ium dcwat, a gigantic thermos that is 
pulled up over the hell jar to lower the temperature. 

C r o m m i e used Eiglet 's S T M design as a template hut 
wants to add new capabilities to his instrument, such as vary­
ing the temperature and g r o w i n g single crystal films. " D o n 
gave us some ideas to open up the door to atomic manipula­
t i o n and atomic investigation w i t h an S T M , and now what 
I ' m d o i n g is g o i n g t h r o u g h those d o o r s , " he says. " M y 
research is going to help us to figure o u t how to build things 
at the smallest possible length scale." 

" T h i s p r o f e s s o r is a m a z i n g , " 

w r o t e o n e s t u d e n t w h o t o o k 

C r o m m i e ' s i n t r o d u c t o r y p h y s i c s c o u r s e 

l a s t s p r i n g . " H e s h o u l d t e a c h o t h e r 

p h y s i c s t e a c h e r s h o w t o t e a c h . " 

Does this mean that we w i l l one day have the nanoma­
chines described by Drexler? T h a t we w i l l he able t o t u r n 
grass into steak, w i t h o u t the cow? N o one really knows. But 
many people feel conf ident that Crommie ' s basic research 
wi l l somehow push technology in to the future. 

"There ate t w o ways t o approach a problem: f r o m the 
b o t t o m up and f r o m the top d o w n , " says von Baeyet. "Scien­
tists have f o u n d over the centur ies tha t the h o t t o m - u p 
approach is almost always mote f r u i t f u l . Modest, painstaking 
w o r k o n t i n y problems accumulates and in the aggregate 
brings rich rewards. Sometimes, t r y i n g to understand some 
t i n y p r o b l e m even t r i g g e r s r e v o l u t i o n s . The t o p - d o w n 
approach, in which you have some global vision and try to fit 
puzzle pieces together t o come up to your preconception, 
rarely works. Crommie represents the first approach, Drexler 
the second. I w o u l d bet that ten years f r o m n o w the former 
w i l l have achieved much more than the latter. Sure, we w i l l 
have nanotechnology — w e ' l l also cont inue t o have space 
exploration — hut nobody knows what shape i t w i l l take. I t 
w i l l emerge f r o m the accumulated e f for t s o f people l ike 
C r o m m i e . " ' ' 
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T H E x j r E r » A T E D 

^ r o i i T i c A L TAXONOMY-̂  

PEBOTCUPINE 
(iillionttrivs of t/itptoplivs) 

Do They G o t i S L Ac-cen 
tuate the Negative? 

BY R A N A L D M A C D O N A L D 

I t ' s t h e t o n e — t h e s u p e r i o r , h o l i e r - t h a n -
t h o u att i tude that lingets. 

W h a t I am t a l k i n g ahout , as a visi tor t o this 
country exposed to a daily diet o f political repott­
ing American-style, is the way the media are covet­
ing the presidential election. 

" H a i l to the Chie f , " o t the would-he chief! I th ink not . 
For reasons I can only speculate o n — revenge for past 

sins o f d i s i n f o r m a t i o n , V i e t n a m , N i x o n , Kissinger, even 
Kennedy and his dalliances — the media have taken as their 
self-appointed role the d i m i n u t i o n , the daily demeaning, o f 
candidates for the highest office in the land. 

I t doesn't stop there, t h o u g h . Ceotge W i l l , the conserv­
ative Newsweek columnist , says we are witnessing the hegin-
ning o f a " g o l d e n age o f cynicism." 

Reporters have always heen anti- inst i tutional , have had 
a healthy distrust o f the rich and powerful . But my thesis is 
that the current obsession w i t h the negative, w i t h the con­
temptuous p u t t i n g d o w n o f those i n power or a t tempt ing 
to gain i t , is a dis turbing new and very American phenome­
n o n , wh ic h should he o f general concern. 
C A R T O O N : W U E R R E R I N THE N A T I O N 

I f a democracy suddenly finds that its best, br ightest , 
and most w o r t h y ate no t offering themselves for service and 
leadership because o f w o r r y over the way they w i l l he por­
trayed i n , and judged by, the media, then the pillars o n w h i c h 
that democratic state tests are surely i n danger o f collapse. 

I t is this widely held view — and a fait one i n m y j u d g ­
ment — o f the media and the way they per form that is cost­
i n g both credibility and credit. Note that A d m i r a l Jeremy M . 
Boorda's reason for so sadly taking his o w n life recently was 
centered on his perception o f the way his wearing o f combat 
pins w o u l d he handled by the media. 

Countless overseas newspapers, magazines, and radio 
and television programs and personalities present stories as 
news w i t h scant regard for accuracy o t — particularly i n the 
case o f the British tabloids — just make t h e m up i f there is 
not enough titiUation o t scandal t o report . 

Ranald Macdonald is chairman of the School of Journalism 
at the College of Communication. Next spring, as part of the 
Alumni Travel Program, he and his wife, Patricia, will lead a 
trip to Australia and New Zealand (see page 1). 
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MY 12-yEAR AFFAIR 
WITH BILL CLINTON 

T H E C A S E . 
A G A I N S T 
H I L L A R Y 

Substance v s . Sex 
Voters say they w a n t r e a l answers on the issues. 
B u t w i l l t ab lo id charges about B i l l Clinton's 
pr iva te l i fe hi jack the pol i t ica l process? 

I have, in fact, just t c tutncd from Britain and can confirm 
that the tabloid disease, far more virulent than the mad cow 
variety, is aUve and scaling new heights. I n fact, as actcjt H u g h 
Grant t o l d Larry K i n g last year ( w i t h only slight overstate­
ment), all British papers ate n o w tabloids, including the once-
venerahle London Times. W r i t i n g in The New Yorker, reporter 
David Remnick agrees w i t h Grant , c o m m e n t i n g , " I t ' s no t 
much o f a stretch from Rupert Murdoch ' s Times to Rupert 
Murdoch's Sun." 

Still , i t is the tone o f much o f American political repott­
ing and comment that I have heen so strongly struck by. A n d 
I ' m not a naive media consumer, having t u n a major newspa­
per in Australia for t w o decades and heen a broadcaster and 
lecturer in matters journalistic for many years. 

Skeptical OK, Cynical FVot 
% T o w chairman o f the Boston University College o f C o m -
. . municarion's School o f Journalism, I daily observe w i t h 

concern the superior and destructive journalistic attitude that 
currently pervades much o f the commercial media here, and 
the ever-widening gap between news reporter, editor, news 
director, and commentator and his o t her readers, viewers, 
and listeners. Further, that the impact, the damaging result, o f 
that attitude is to t o h leaders, entertainers, sports stars, and 
those who feature in the news o f any respect that may he due 
them. For reporters have an underlying agenda that assumes 
the worst o f motives and that everyone has feet o f clay. 

O f course many citizens seek positions o f authority and 
profi t for the w r o n g reasons. Many ate greedy, vain, untrust­
worthy, o t simply immoral or amoral. 

But surely not all. As I say to my students, there is a big 

difference, and an important one, between heing question­
ing and heing cynical. I n the mid-1990s, cynicism is w i n n i n g 
hands d o w n . 

Back to the presidential election and the diet o f news 
stories and comment wc have heen fed ahout the Doles and 
Cl intons or Cl intons and Doles. I n January 1990, the re­
spected Washington Post journalist David Btodct expressed 
the hope i n his co lumn that the next election w o u l d not he 
"another exercise i n public disillusionment and public cyni­
c ism." A n d he held the media responsible for the way elec­
tions were viewed, as they were, i n his opin ion , part o f the 
system and carried responsibilities for the way i t worked. 

You he the judge whether Brodet's plea was heeded and 
w h e t h e r (nearly seven years la ter ) the s i t u a t i o n has i m ­
proved. Just th ink o f the space and airtime given in June to 
F B I veteran Gary A l d t i c h and his unsubstantiated claims o f 
secret late-night sexual liaisons by a President Cl inton spir­
ited away f r o m the White House h i d i n g under a blanket. 

As Margaret Carlson, senior wri ter for Time, says in her 
"Washington D i a r y , " things have come to a sad state when 
because the al legations ate made i n a hook ( Unlimited 
Access: An FBI Agent Inside the Clinton White House), noted 
television commentator and host David Btinkley gives said 
former agent ten minutes o f airtime on A B C . 

Washington Post press cr i t ic H o w a r d K u r t z bemoans 
the way journalist ic standards were discarded in the tush to 
public ize the President's alleged hote l meetings w i t h an 
u n n a m e d b u t " w e l l - k n o w n " w o m a n . "We've gone from 
needing t w o tumors to needing no t u m o r to someone being 
able to make something up and get us to report i t . The hard­
cover [ h o o k ] is the fig leaf that allows the press to publish 

F O R E i r f i i C Y UH... 
BANKRUPTCŶ  

AT THE TOP OF THIS AND THE f O l l O W I N G THREE PAGES ARE ACTUAL RECEHT HEWSPAPER AND HAGAZINE HEADIIMES. CARTOONS: GORRELL IN THE RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH; MacHELLT IN THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE 



dirtytricks@campaign96.org 
Grand Old D O L E ' S W A R R E C O R D Bob 

Party Poopers The first casualty of politics is truth (YilWIl) 
Think Dole's a passionless pol? Just take a look at the other guys in the Republican race. JL/UlC 

what they couldn ' t otherwise," Kur tz says. 
Then there's heen Ttavclgate, Filegate, Vince Foster's 

death and all the speculation ahout i t , and stories ahout 
Hi l l a ry Rodham Cl inton 's psychic philosopher, sacred psy­
chologist , o t is i t spiritual g u r u . Dr . Jean H u s t o n . N o t to 
ment ion the acres o f trees killed to allow the f u l l gamut o f 
stories — a few o f w h i c h could well he true , hut not many 
surely — ahout Whitewater. 

I n challenger B o h Dole's case, the most glaring aspect 
o f media coverage has heen the w i l d fluctuations i n approval 
and criticism, even scorn. Certainly, the Dole image presented 
is scarcely a f lattering one, although to date his wife , Eliza-
heth, has heen given the thumhs-up. Often a positive com­
ment for Mrs . Dole allows a negative one ahout her hushand. 

W h o am I to judge what is a fait o t unfair portrai t o f the 
Republican hope for the White House.* The issue, t h o u g h , is 
that the judgment has heen made for me, and all I ' m gett ing 
f r o m much o f the media ate conclusions or heavily filtered 
informat ion presented so that his image is predetermined. 1 
find i t hard t o assess Dole's record and posit ion on impor­
tant issues. Ties to cigarette companies, ftindraising i t t c g u -
latitics, equivocation, and his age are the recurring themes. 

Fleet Streetwalkers 

By n o w y o u are probably saying: why pick on the U n i t e d 
States media, and h o w ahout Australia and other like 

countries* Wc, D o w n Under , have a tohusdy critical media, 
as do many other parts o f the w o r l d where I have analyzed 
media performance. I have already referred to the excesses o f 
L o n d o n ' s " S t r e e t o f S h a m e , " as Private Eye magazine 
duhhed its Fleet Street newspapers. There ate everywhere 
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inaccuracies, invasions o f privacy, and the worst excesses o f 
combative journalism, where the drive is to gain sales o t rat­
ing points. But I have not seen elsewhere the almost steady 
stream o f articles, news reports, and comments that seem to 
have as their prime objective the erosion o f c tedihi l i t } ' and 
the reduced esteem o f news makers as witnessed here over 
the past twelve months. 

For example, my colleague, the excellent D a v i d B r u d ­
noy (see "Radioact ive Rahhle - touse t , " page 6 9 ) , o n his 
night ly current affairs program on W B Z radio, refers to Pres­
ident C l i n t o n as Buhha. I cannot understand w h y he allows 
his dislike for the President to color his usually inte l l igent 
and highly challenging program. 

The College o f Communica t ion last semester staged a 
debate o n author and journalist James Fallows' thesis i n his 
hook Breaking the News: How the Media Undermine Amer­
ican Democracy that American democracy is he ing under­
m i n e d by its o w n media. The reaction o f the 500 i n the 
audience was overwhelming : the media ate the enemy. The 
vote that evening i n suppor t o f the Fallows p r o p o s i t i o n 
underlines my percept ion that generally — and there are 
always honorable exceptions — the media are on a course 
o f se l f -des t ruct ion and need t o change d i r e c t i o n . Some 
commercial media can exist simply as a source o f entertain­
ment , hut i t is not possible to t u r n credibi l i ty o n and off . 
Either newspapers, magazines, radio, and television are i n 
the news business o t they ate not — they have t o make a 
c h o i c e , a n d " i n f o t a i n m e n t " is an a t t e m p t (a d o o m e d 
attempt, in my view) to straddle b o t h . 

MV POLLING 
SAID r WAS 

;N DANG.EI? OF 
BEING PERCEH/fO 
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Hypocrite Hit Parade The Mean Season 
ao.p. Gangsta Rap BLOOD ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL 

Elizabeth Dole, Ppesldential politics, the Red Cross and the Christian Right 

Robert M a c N c i l , the former stalwart o f public televi­
sion's MacNeiTLehrer News Hour, of fers the f o l l o w i n g 
description o f television news. " T h e idea , " he says, "is to 
keep everything brief, n o t to strain the at tent ion o f anyone, 
hut instead t o provide constant s t imulat ion t h r o u g h vari­
ety, novelty, act ion, and movement. You ate required . . . to 
pay at tent ion t o no concept, no character, and no p t o h l c m 
for mote than a few seconds at a t i m e . " H e adds that the 
assumptions by those d e t e r m i n i n g the content o f a com­
mercial news show are " t h a t hite-sizcd is best, that com­
plexity must he avoided, that nuances ate dispensable, that 
qualifications impede the simple message, that visual s t im­
ulat ion is a substitute for t h o u g h t , and that verbal precision 
is an anachronism." 

So much for those w h o believe what they see, w h o rely 
o n television for their in format ion . MacNei l says i t all. 

One area o f pr in t that does seem healthy at present is the 
w o r l d o f magazines. N o t all magazines, o f course, because 
some are losing money, dropping circulation, o t even closing 
their doors. Httwevet , new tides ate sprouting daily, and i t is 
estimated that there ate some 10,000 mastheads on sale in 
the U n i t e d States. 

Many magazines ate aimed at specialized audiences — 
niche marketing, as i t is called. One concern is that although 
it is valuable and instructive to those keen on golf, comput­
ers, o t scuba d i v i n g to suhsctihe t o magazines devoted to 
their hohhy o t enthusiasm, a constant diet o f the views o f 
the p o l i t i c a l l y n a r r o w or special-interest groups scarcely 
broadens the sum o f human knowledge. Rather like listening 
to Rush L i m h a u g h o n radio — perspectives tend to narrow 

and harden as you ate persuaded there ate no alternative 
opinions w o r t h considering. 

The Retrogression of Radio A s a f o r m e r broadcaster, the t h i n g that has s t ruck me 
here since the demise o f the Fairness Doctr ine d u r i n g 

the Reagan years is the level o f c o n f r o n t a t i o n , the lack o f 
breadth , and the one-sidedness o f many radio programs . 
There ate some outstanding exceptions, hut in general radio 
seems to have gone backwards, despite there heing more sta­
tions and unl imi ted potential for this wonderful ly accessible 
m e d i u m . 

I w a n t t o end this a l l - too-condensed o f f e r i n g o f an 
Aussie's views o n the c u r r e n t state o f the U n i t e d States 
media and the way they are coveting the 1996 presidential 
election campaign w i t h the fo l lowing pair o f questions that I 
think should alarm us all. 

" H a s the l o w level o f esteem i n w h i c h journal is ts ate 
held across all levels o f American society, as shown by survey 
after survey, put at risk the protection afforded the media by 
the First Amendment to the Consti tut ion?" 

I t seems t o me t h a t a c o m b a t i v e or conservat ive 
Supreme C o u r t could water d o w n the press freedom prov i ­
sions, could make libel actions easier to w i n , o t could favor 
privacy legislation — and few i n the communi ty w o u l d tally 
to defend media practitioners. 

Yet democracy depends on the free f low o f in format ion . 
So the second question that continues to nag at me is: "Have 
America's media relinquished their role and responsibility as 
providers o f informat ion that can be trusted, and as a result, 
the r ight to expect public support?" 

I am afraid the answers may be yes and yes. 1 ) 

ACCO 
BUT WE 

DoiTf 
INHALE. 
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I f s Not 
The Schisms, 
I f s the Isms 

Can Literature Survive 
theAeademy? 

BY N O R M A N F R U M A N 

Will literature be allowed to continue shedding 
light on the human condition or will it he sacrificed 

to the gods of ideological line-toeingi Agrowing 
number of scholars have enlisted for counteraction 

in an organization that held its second anniversary 
meeting in Boston in August. 

BE G I N N I N G S A R E A P T T O B E S H A D O W Y , " 

wrote Rachel Carson o f the sea around 
us, and this is cer ta in ly t r u e o f the 
origins o f the Association o f L i terary 
Scholars and Crit ics ( A L S C ) . I t was 
d u r i n g the middle 1980s that alarm 

over the disintegrating state o f literary studies threat­
ened t o reach a flash p o i n t . A f t e r a hegemony o f at 
least three decades, the New Criticism, a brilliant tech­
nique o f vigilant attention to the verbal relations w i t h i n 
a l i terary text itself, w h i c h had d o m i n a t e d A m e r i c a n 
university l i terary studies f r o m approximately 1940 
t o 1975, had collapsed. The nihil istic , t r u t h - d e n y i n g 
i m p o r t a t i o n f r o m France k n o w n as Deconsrrucr ion , 
which had ignited sparks at Johns Hopkins and Yale dur­
ing the 1970s, suddenly exploded into a firestorm across 
the nat ion. The astonishingly rapid rise o f the heavily 
Marxis t N e w His tor i c i sm, the relentless a n t i - A m e r i ­
canism becoming commonplace in Cultural Studies, and 
extreme forms o f Feminist criticism all contr ibuted t o 
an acutely painfli l sense that the study o f literature was 
m e t a m o r p h o s i n g i n t o a mora l ly c o m p r o m i s e d and 
degraded branch o f politics and the social sciences. 

School of Athens, Raphael, Vatican Palace, Vatican State 
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I t was dur ing the 1980s also rhat rhe Modern Language 
Assoeiation ( M L A ) , the largest (some 32,000 members) and 
most inf luent ia l l i terary society in the na t ion , passionately 
embraced the politics o f race, class, and gender, and aggressively 
championed wholesale revision o f the canon of classics writers 
commonly taught in college, at the same time drastically reduc­
ing commitment to traditional 
scholarship and criticism. Ixrng-
estahlished masters such as 
M i l t o n , Chaucer, Hawthorne , 
and Twain rapidly lost ground 
to a rising flood o f polit ically 
charged recent works o f minor 
literary value. Discontent w i t h 
the new trends was widespread, 
hut isolated and unfocused. 
And dissent was becoming dan­
gerous: dissenters were mar­
ginalized and in some cases 
professionally disgraced. A t 

the University o f Texas at Aus-
t i n , for example, w h e n Professor Alan Gr ihhen vigorously 
protested his department's decision to politicize its English 
compos i t ion p r o g r a m by r e q u i r i n g a text that focused o n 
race, class, gender, imperialism, and homophobia in the United 
States, life was made so diff icult for h i m that he resigned the 
tenured position he had held for almost twenty years and took 
a post at a small Southern college. 

All Politics Is Loco 
John Ellis (Univcrsitx' o f California at Santa Cruz) and I ( M i n ­
nesota) met for the first t ime in 1993, ahout a year after I had 
glowingly reviewed his devastating and courageous Against 
Deconstruction. We shared anxieties ahout the gloomy state o f 
literary studies as well as the growing menace political correct­
ness posed to free speech and academic freedom. O u r entire 
European literary heritage and much o f American literature 
were heing trashed as complicit in the dreadful problems unique 
to our exploit ive society, the sinister w o r k o f Dead W h i t e 
Males. The belief in individual authorship was condemned as 
an oppressive, capitalist idea. Novels, plays, and poems, it was 
seriously argued, d i d not refer to any external rcaliiy, only to 
themselves. 

Clearly, a new literary society was needed, one whose pri ­
mary focus w o u l d he on literature at literature and not as some­
thing else (surely the basic principle o f the New Criticism), an 
organization that would provide those who had not lost faith 
in the unique value o f literature with a sense o f soiidarit}', mutual 
support, and a forum to exchange ideas and research results. 

But rhe damage already done to literary studies seemed 

Norman Truman, professor emeritus. University of Minnesota, 
has published hundreds of articles in scholarly journals and news­
papers. He is a member of the advisory board of the National 
Association of Scholars and a founding member of the ALSC. 
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to us so severe, and those responsible so firmly in control o f 
literature departments, that any challenge to their enormous 
power was futile. I n any case, this was a task for young acade­
mics to undertake. Ellis and I were both nearing retirement and 
had many other commitments . I f younger scholars were n ot 
go ing to defend their interests and principles, then so be i t . 

They w o u l d suffer the conse­
quences o f their o w n inertia. 
I n the following months, Ellis 
and 1 communicated o f ten 
ahout academic matters by 
phone and letter, and the sub­
ject o f a new literary society 
kept coming up, always to he 
firmly put down by one or the 
other o f us. Impossible! Let 

I 

Roger Shattuck 

someone else do i t . We were 
approaching retirement. 

So I thought , hut in fact 
Ellis was gingerly testing the 
waters wi th a few ftiends in for­

eign languages and comparative literature, mainly on the West 
Coast, and he found a surprising degree o f interest in the sub­
ject. A t the same t i m e , several scholars I spoke to i n M i n ­
nesota indicated they w o u l d eagerly jo in such an association. 
Some had given up longtime membership in the M L A out o f 
anger and disgust. Dissatisfaction was clearly growing. 

Still w i t h some reluctance, EUis and I decided the time had 
come to prepare a statement, one we could circulate among 
friends and colleagues, explaining why a new literary society was 
needed and invit ing their participation. Ellis' draft set forth in 
derail our reasons for dissatisfaction at the direction the pro­
fession had recendy taken and why continued membership i n 
the M L A was causing distress to so many o f us. 

Gerald Gillespie (Stanford) , Ricardo Quinoncs (Clare-
monr-McKenna) , Ellis, and I began to pass this draft hack and 
for th among us, rewri t ing, refining, struggling wi thout com­
plete success to fashion a short statement that struck the right 
balance between a positive agenda for the organization and 
the negative tone that predominated whenever we expanded 
upon all that was currently w r o n g w i t h the profession. 

A breakthrough came abrupt ly when Rick Quinoncs 
slashed f r o m the statement what everybody in the profession 
w i t h eyes open already knew. H i s " O p e n Letter to Literary 
Scholars and Critics," less than Haifa page long, declared sim­
ply that we had " n o interest in enumerating current deficien­
cies; they are all too much in evidence," and proposed to f o r m 
"a new association that w o u l d reassert our general faith in the 
validit}' o f the literary imagination and in the value o f literary 
studies." We now began to float rhe statement quietly among 
friends and to collect endorsements. 

N o t h i n g much happened over the summer o f 1993, hut 
w i t h the beginning o f a new academic year the tempo picked 
up and we soon had ahout fifty people committed to the idea 
o f a new organization. O n January 29 ,1994, after what seemed 
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