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A MUSICAL VALENTINE FR(M A GRATEFUL PATIENT 

r 
Boston, Mass.--Valentine's Day i s a time to express appreciation for those 

we love, and that is what the world's only professional double v i r g i n a l 
harpsichord player w i l l do i n a musical Valentine for the s t a f f of University 
Hospital (UH). James Nicolson w i l l present a concert of High Renaissance 
music, much of i t dealing with the theme of love, for the physicians, nurses 
and other health-care professionals whom he believes saved his musical 
career. The concert w i l l be from 2 to 3 p.m. on February 14 i n the UH chapel 
at East Newton Street. 

When Nicolson arrived at UH la s t June, he had l o s t feeling and mobility i n 
the lower part of his body and his r i g h t hand, and feared his musical career 
was over. Nicolson underwent spinal surgery and l e f t the hospital one week 
la t e r well on his way to recovery. 

As b e f i t s the day, Nicolson w i l l present his audience with a repertoire of 
pieces associated with the experience of human love from I t a l y , Spain, Holland 
and England, composed during the 16th and early 17th centuries. 

" I can't think of a more appropriate day for me to express my love and 
appreciation, i n the best way I know, f o r the people at the hospital who 
l i t e r a l l y gave my health back to me," says Nicolson. 

According to Edward Spatz, M.D., the cl i i e f of the Department of Surgery, 
who f i r s t examined him, Nicolson had bone spurs and disk material pressing on 
his spinal cord and nerve roots. Spatz and a m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y surgical team 
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performed the surgery that made i t possible for Nicolson to play again. 
Neurosurgeon, Joe Ordia, M.D., and Spatz removed the s i x t h vertebral body and 
the disk and spurs above and below that body. Orthopedic surgeon, Isador 
Yablon, M.D., did a bone g r a f t to replace the removed tissue. With a 
technique developed at UH, the bone g r a f t was fi x e d i n position with plates 
and screws. 

Though these surgeons were not certain he would regain f u l l function i n 
his r i g h t hand, Nicolson feels his musical s k i l l has completely returned. 
This f a l l , as is his annual custom, he toured Europe, giving 12 concerts i n 
Denmark and Germany. "With each performance, my playing became freer and 
free r , " he says. "By the end of the tour, I had a great sense of e l a t i o n that 
i t had a l l come back to me." 

The Flemish double v i r g i n a l harpsichord, though rare i n modern times, was 
extremely popular i n Europe u n t i l about 1650. Nicolson's instrument i s a copy 
of an o r i g i n a l . I t i s a "double'' v i r g i n a l because i t has a hidden compartment 
containing a second keyboard that plays an octave higher. The second keyboard 
can be played separately or coupled with the larger instrument, f o r a richer 
sound. 

Nicolson is the world's only harpsichordist who tours and concertizes with 
a double v i r g i n a l harpsichord. Trained at the New England Conservatory of 
Music, he i s a former fellow of the Berkshires Music Center at Tanglewood. 
Currently on the f a c u l t y of the Longy School of Music i n Cambridge, he has 
also given courses at Northeastern University, Smith College and New England 
Conservatory of Music. In addition to his annual European concerts, he has 
been a so l o i s t at the Rhode Island Bach f e s t i v a l s and at other musical events 
throughout the East and Midwest. 

The University Hospital, founded i n 1855, i s a p r i n c i p a l teaching hospital 
of Boston University School of Medicine and a member of Boston University 
Medical Center. 
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