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0HRIS1? POR THE GABORH-R.

In a recent lecture Joseph Oook has said; “If vte a-cq to bw saved ^r^-a 

a starvation army bike that wltlo h biesieJad the State House, it must bje through 
the Salvatfon krniy’! On the same question ®ope Leo xrir. sayo; “Ho practical . 

aolutlon vrlll ever bse found v/ithout the assistance of religion.” In loyalty 
to Ohrist vie Join ^ith Mr. Cook and with "His Holiness” in the conviction 
that Vhe Gospel is sufficient for the labor prohi-eia. Labor difficulties rjibi 
cease as soon as the Gospel has wrought its pier^eot work, rsgener-*ttng the 
laborei^ and Oliris t ianis ing his environment.

In the feeble effort already made, the 'Church has sought to convert the 

laborer cathet* than to Ghristianice his environment. She would convlot him 

of sin and regenerate him. But he will have none of her teaching; her evan­

gelism he despises; her profession to love him as hersfelf he laughs to scorn. 
In short, the lalijorer bears the ^h-nroh a bitter hate. Just before he addressed 

a labor meeting in Chicago Editor Stead^was v/arned; “If you say unythbig a- 
aiout the 'Ghuroh or rel-igion^they will hiss you off the platform. This crowd 
takes no took i/i these things.”

But is the 'Ohurch in any way responsible for this bitterness? There 
are some ugly facts against her, Pirst, in choosing her location she has left 
the laborer al*o ne in his I'str-iSi. In- the IHth '^ard, SoLBoston^ ther-
- S, p pl A.id .1 rotes ta.i fc c hi rc le . i the 11 th 'Jard there are fewer 

people, aid thirty cjiurc les. In thli® the 'Sharch h.'Bzaj aothi^g against the 1 a- 
i,borerj she has simply^p-riest and ’’evite f'a^yion sought her own interests.

Hut not in location alane has the ^hixrch failed of the love that se^kjth :r.ot 

her own, What thunders we had from the piuloltj what masterly edicorii^e 

the religious press; what ponderous Ghristian p<etitions over the Sunday 

opening of the Palrl That holy ins t i t ut Lo t he American Sa>DEath_jWai' n 5 t as- 

salle.d without the protest of the'^huoh. Yet when th^ bakers of Hew ’’'ork 
sent letters to the preachers asking tlfe’r all in securing Sunday, out of 
five hundred letter-g only a h If io^'J^en were ane*’'^rei. Is it any •/ p/er thAt 
in Hew York laborers hlsM the name of the 'ChurciieSj though they cheer the 
name of Jesus Christ?

Thi’s bdtternesa of the laborer will never down jrefore tho ordina'*/ ^hurct’ 

methols. Money for night missions a.id for charity false’/ so-called Oily in- 
ti^nsi^les it. These gifts cost the\3hurch nothing, for with this price sue



2

has bougnt a good, nam^ and an easy oonsoLenoe; and srhene could she have 

m’ade the pueohase at a eats .nope sei f - pui nousl y cheap? Tbe labopep suffeps 
and he t-zaate nelthep to b:e e.vaagel Izjed noe paapepiaei, but to b-e b»- 

fpiendnd. And was not Elijah given food and sd aept bsef ope he a-hs toll of his 
ain? Did not Ohrist fipst heal, and then say, "^o, sin no ‘none?'''' The labop- 

op*8 coldness «aust be raelded into confidence ujidep tie touch of help* u’ ne^u. 
Aai how quickly he eesponis to that touchf Among the lo, O'^"* Italians -at the 

«Nopth End” at least two-.thipds are d ay-1 ab o pep s. ^op yQaca these ,nen have 
been ground HTSdep an qp^p4solvc wage syste.a of the Ttaliai '‘bosaas" and robbed 
of theip eapningg by the ftaliaa bankepa.V^pel’es'srytgn^Taut of'oup language^ 

ana of their o.,., -ights. th.5y axf.’erei that ,,hioh loa^ ago ahojll have met 

the jfoteet of every ohureh in Boston. But the ohaeohes 1W not kno«l And 

Why not? iVhere they? standing at a sd'fe distanoe, theip towers pising
serenely oblivious to thitf ion. Yet how’ o omp 1 e tel y a touch of Christ
wing these nenl Their wrongs attractel tne attention of one T-Univergitv 

Sevtlera nt" on Hull 31 an^ geo up i ng an a 11 o on ey, t hey f o A od the 'bosaer/. and 
.hankeVs int ll.ns. To oveebae liffiouity of language, a opeacher of' 

their own tonguu was wrought *pon Italy. This man lives with th n an'* for 

them. Tn their loyalty to him they would honor him withj their lives. In six 
months ®3ignop OonttFdiag gathered a church of a hundred hie-abers, where fpoa 

their love to him he easil.y points them, to t-fcs love of God.
The Church is right in seeking to regenerate the laborer. Nothing, else 

will mao a frij >n<Mi of him. 3ut she must cease giving he* money only, and 

give herself in p'orsonal help^riX friendship. 3y sell-giving the Salvation 

Army succeedt? .where every chuT?oh has failed. They give neither lunch nor 

old clothe..^,. They sometimes sell these things at a low rate, but when they 

LLL®’ themsel-ves. The Army officer goes down into the street and
lays his hands on men,. and__^ f o pg e 11 i tig all but their terrib-de need^ be has 

^grappled that need with a fertility of adaptation that has shamei the im- 
pKOtence of the TJhuroh. He has not discussed with th© Church "how to reach 
the .Hdsaes”, but meanwhile he h.ag reac'iel the.i >iy rep-roduoing among them the 
life of Him whose .every ai t was father 1 jy ^ig mts'nU.sa love and pity for 

the help 1 es-i,.

In no wa-y can the .XJ hu p-* .t m re re-adily ii.syel t’v^ libjorer’g ili-wil than 

biy an hOiesb '3'‘i*ort to E hr i s t i an i 3 ■> h’s ^vivironaeat in the business world. 

A laytaai of the spirit of ^ean Gecliare is .-forth a hal d-53 e-i evan-
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g©l^<ists. To ©aoh of his one thooeani employees he doolaped twenty pee cent. 
X^aoal. d iv Idenda,'yet he i.ied worth & ciaaetee aillioi^ dollaeg, '.7e may oatoh 

hia spirit f-eoB his ow.. words: " I tselieve' in the Ood who has written in ottr 
hearts the. law of duty, the law o’ pa'oJreau, the law of the saoni* ,-je o’ one's 
ael’ for others, l8uh.nit myself to Ifis will, laa an humble disotple Hi.'n 

‘ t.
who has told us to do to others v;hat vre /zould have others do to us.” But you 
do not expect men to io buiainess in that spirit! And why not? iVhy not put 
Just that spirit tn pla’.e of the colostsal ael«fighaeaa of the business rt’orld?- 
To say we oaii^ot^lg lisloyal to Christ, If the business world mast bie sel- 
f is’n, then the Solden Rule is hint a ’play^thing, and cacist is a dilettante 
Solving the easy probdens^ of life. The arch heresy of the hour, more danger- 

OUS a thoasand tl.es than all attaokfon the Penti^o.pe thia t ax a t-hoac ted 

Chriat-bielittl ing sp.d r i t ^tha t s tliie Son of God stand still htefore the
gaint selfishness of “brasiness” That game spirit would have sail, "We -a.jDst 
do what we can on Sand ay cj the Go mol is not strong enough to draw the^e 
■men from their trade on o'thor days.” Yet there was Phillips drooks grand­
ly crowding 3‘t. P'aul’s with do.ston's basiost men at the noon hour, God 
send us such another, with his|g?oat heart to draw the busiest men about 
him, and witn his artless manliness to carry the Gospel into- 'this Thibet- 
l and of Americaq trade! 'God send tcs many such, till by the daily lives 

■Of b-josiness aen the false distinction bjetween the s-ic-red ail the secular 

shall be forever cancelled';' till-biusiness shall b.’ec o ae '^'to aen n. high- call­

ing of God, the medium through which unaelfiah spir-lts shall pour out'' 
their miniatrles of help and f riend. Eliip".
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