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The Pantisocracy on the Susquehanna

”Poesible“‘t c1nce the dawn of Man%;fkst agecﬁ‘re&nq those
Sources- of
Inspiration - of philosophic trend have dreamed of an 1dea1
state where kindred aouls might assemble to enjoy 1ofty
thoughts and siwple living;\ohere passion should be entirely%.
subjugated to reason.‘ Plato's‘ epub]ic oonoeived Before
347 B.C. is one of the first examples. In his state the
Philosopher would reign supreme to deli ht the old and to
tr 1n the young. ”hen,'about 1350, uir John Landeville dig-
coursed upon a imilar thene 1n his essay on "Bees K and
1r Tbomas mOPG‘S dream of "btopia" was gi»en to the world
1n the early lﬁth oentury,wwherein he described the 1sland
on which was to be found the utmost perfection in laus,
politics and social arrangements" 1 “‘ .

- The French writer and stotesman, aichel de montaigne,
projected a kindred idea 1n his “"seais", published in 1580.
At about that time, uir Francis Bacon al o subscribed to

the plan in hia "hew Atlantis ; wherein he tells of being
wrecked on an imaginary island 1n the middle of the Atlantic
Ocean, ﬂharelhe finda an asqociation for the oultivation of
natural science and the promotion of arts. ‘

| Again we turn to t~‘rance, and find Jean Javqnes fousseau

whose’?;ocial Contrast", published in 1762 and his various
"“1scoﬁrses profoundly 1nf1uenced all succeeding thoughu,
very espeoially 1n_‘ng1and.‘ A little later, 1n 17¢3,
Tlomas (odwin's "Political Justice ‘was produced in England

and aroused much 1nterest.r

1-. tandard *)iotlonny of "acts~p.385
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Thus it appears, that the ﬁrean of an ideal common-
wealth is age-old, and 1q bound to be revived from time‘A
to time. fuch a dream, Zobert vouthey doubtless had inf
mind on X¥ay 11, 1794, ‘when he wrote "0, for emanoipation N
from these useless forms, ﬁhis useless 11fe, these haunts
of intolerance, vice and follyx—-?ither in six months I
fix myself in s ome, honest way of 1iving, or, I quit my M}»-
country, ny friends, and every fondest hope I indulge for- ?l
ever., The visions of futurity are dark and gloomy, and N
the only ray tlat enlivens the sceng, beams on America” .1
Background That‘oouthey?q‘dreams of the future were bullt
Soutggy! __:Nupoposome of the oreviously mentioned dreaoo o;
fdea .the past 1s attested by hls correspondence
and by records from the re&ister of the Bristol Library
wociety. He re:erred ofton_tooﬂousseao,vPlato,‘and'also
Plotinus' project for an 1deol commonwealth. ‘Plotinus re=-
quested the emperor,, anllienus, to give him & ruined city
of Qampaoio, yﬁ;ch hekpight roboild‘aod poople‘wiyh;philos-m
ophers, goverood by the laws or Plato,‘and from,wﬁom the
city ahould be oalled Flatonopolia.-*?he design', 8ays ;
Southey,l'would certainly have pro ed 1mpracticable 1n that
declining and degene"ate age.--Yet I annot help wishing
the experiment had been tried, 1t could not have been pro~
ductive of evil, and we might at this period have received
instruction from the history of Platonopolis' "p
~ The “egister of the Bristol Library °ociety which I
have mentioned, ahows where the poet went for further en-
couragerent and;pracgiool suggestion., 'Qnrﬁov. 1, 1793, he

l-ILetters and Correspondence of ., Zouthey-p.71
2=Iilc of R, routhey-"sller-p.120
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took Aidam Smith's "Fealth of Nations"; on liov. 25, Godwin's

"political Justice”; on fiov. 27, Gilpin's "Forest Scenery;’

snd on Dec. 9, "Political Justice”, szain. Very evidently,

" the last named book made a great impression on him. In addi-

tion to these, in 1792, Brissot's "Nouveau Voyage dans les
Etats~Unis de L!'imerique Septentrionale" was translated in-:

to ¥nglish. ' While there 1s no written record, it is probable

" that fouthey had read this work before Brissot was executed

as a Girondin in Oct, 1793, for he revered Brissot as his
particular hero and}martyr.l

For several years previous to this time, some of the
ardént'French,republicans; including Crevecoeur and Claviere

had been endeavoring to establish.a "Gallo~Americaine"

- ctociety to establish closer relations between France and the

United States and it was they who subscribed the funds to

-send Brissot to America to investigate the opportunities of

the new country for Frenchmen vwho might wish to invest money
there, to emigrate thither from France, or even to establish

somewhere in the regions then open for new settlements, a

- Utoplan colony of democratic reformers and philosophers,--

* Brissot landed in Boston in July, 1788 and thence travelled
- thru Connecticut, liew York, Pennsylvania, Earyland,‘nnd

- Virginia. %The Americans were mainly engaged in agriculture,

" they were virtuous, and they had & republic. Brissot was

so enamored of all this that he planned to settle with his

wife in Pennsylvania and sent for his brother-in-law to

‘$oin him there, but in less than a year, upon the news of

the calling of the States Gcneral, he returned to France,

l1-Taller, p.123
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Though all his schemes for emigration were then submerged
in the flood of the revolution, the book in which he de=
picted: them so ardently probably added not a little to the
confidence and enthusiasm of ‘Southey, possessed of drcams
of .his own, only a little, if at all, more impracticable.
previous It is interesting to note, however, that Brissot's
Example '
enthusiasm infected others of his countrymen, and
several officers of Lafayette's command who had seen service
in Americs, organlced the Asylum Company on April 22, 1794.
In the previous year, they had ncgotiated with Kébert Morris
and. John fiicholson to purchase s vast tract of land in what
is now Bradford county, Pennsylvania. : Thirty houses, 8 '~
church and theatre were laid ocut on the fusquehanna., The '
beginning was brave, but doomed to fallure, and the project
was moribund when the Duke de la Kochefoucauld visited the
1o§ality two years_later.~-n1
"BEGIENIKGE. OF THEEOMOVEMGET

o Ina 1%tter to Horacc Bedford written on Nove. 13, 1793,
fouthey wrote, "If this world did but contain ten thousand
people of both sexes, . visionary as myself, how delightful
would we re-peoplt Greece, and turn out the Moslem. I.

would turn crusader and make a pilgrimage to Parnassus at

 the head of my republicans and there reinstate the muses

in their original splendor. ~e would build a clasiadc.
temple to Kleutherian Jove from the quarries of:Panog=s -
replant the grove of Academus, aye and the garduns of

Tpicurus; where your brother and I would commence as

2

teachers",

l-rfeorge ‘aclTean Tavperifolcridge and tre “usquehanna" Uation 9F

2="sller-p.121

1 B3C



B
Plan ~  Such a scheme was pure fantasy, but a more sober
ngley"‘:suggestion°énd perhaps possible of fulfillment
came to him almost immediately as he wrote-"It was the
favorite intention of Cowley to retire with books to a
cottaze in ﬁmerica,‘ahd‘seek that happiness in solitude
whigh‘pé could not £ind in society. Iy asylum there would
be sought for different reasons (and no prospect in life
gives me half the plcasure this visionary one affords).

I should be pleased to reside in a country where men's
abiliiies would enéure“reépect; where éociéty was upon a
proper footing, and men was considered as more valuabvle
ﬁhan4monéy; and where I could till the earth, and provide

by honest industry the meat which my wife would dress with

pleasing care--",1
Plan On Dec. 14, 1793, Southey wrote to his friend
~of

Southey Bedford, “How, faney only me in America; imagine
my ground uncultivated since the.création,vnnd see me
wieidiﬁg the axe, now to cut doan the tree, and now the
snakes that nestled in it. Then See'me‘grubbing up the’
roots, and bullding a nice smug little dairy with them:
three rooms in my cottage, and my only companion, some
poor negro whom I have brought on purpose to emancipate.
After a hard day's toll, sce me sleep on rushea¥ and, in
very bad weather, take out my casette and write to you.=--
Do not imagine I shall leave rhyming or philosophizing;so
thus your friend will Tealize the romance of Cowley, and
even out-do the secluslon of Houssesu: till at last comes

1-"Life of ~obert Couthey", by Nennis-p.=6
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sn ill-looking Indlan with a tomahawk, and scalps me,-a
most melancholy proof that soclety is very bvad, and that
1 shsll have done very 1ittle to lmprove 1tl So vanity,
vanity wlll come from my 1lips, and poor Southsey will either
be cooked for a~Cherokee:or;oysterizad,by‘a‘tiger9.1~
Southey's At this time, Southey was engaged to marry
interest
in America  Ydith Fricker; he bhad nothing to marry upon,
as he was dependent for his gupport upon the kindness of
an funt,. "He desired some means 6f gaining a livelihood,
and hls only experience was in the field of letters, une
certain and unstable 1n'financiai returns, “he only
opening for him seemed to. be: inithe Church-or in america.

His revolutionary and heretical ylews:precluded him from
the former-éné-it'was in Bn unhapey ond unsettled frame of
mind thst he journeyed from Bristol(where he had stayed
several months to be near-Edith) back to Oxford in larch 1794,
THE FORNATION OF PANTISOCRACY
Coleridge It was there that an event of moment took place,
arrived
at Oxford for a young man of twenty-two, Samuel Taylor
Colerildge by nane, chanced to arrive and visit his friend
Robert Allen: 4Allen, a friend of Southey's, introduced the
two poets, and there was.an immediate magnetic attraction
of each for the othei. voleridge's course of life had no
direction at this time; Uearlied of the college routine,
with a sudden thirst for adventure he had c¢nlisted in a

regiment of dragoons, under the name of Silas Titus Comberbach

(using his own initials 1f no more)., He made a poor drsgoon

1-Taller-p.1256
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but a good messmate”.  le could not care for his horse and
accoutrements conspicuously well, but he could tell good
stories, write letters for his illiterate companions and
tgnd,tne sick, }There he was popular, and the missing under-
gfaduate was tolerably happy as a drggqqn,<ggﬁilwho was recog-
nized in the streets as a stu@ent. His discharge was procured
by,hia‘elder brother and some friends, and Coleridge returned
to Cambridge‘somewhaﬁ in disgrace, as hils escapade was exag-
gerated by those relating it.

%1th this 1mmed1ate background, Coleridge was longing

for a change in the status quo-and the meeting with tfouthey

‘was Treught with great possibilitdes . "It was like the

magnet to the steel, or, say, tender to the match. These
inflamed spirits.lost nc.time in setting each other afire.
'fllen is with us daily'!, writes 3outhey, 'and his friend-
from Cambridge, Coleridge---~Hé 1s of most upcommon merit
-of the strongest geniurc, theclearest Judgment, the best .
heart'.fl '

- .:%hen Coleridge soon left to go on a walking tour thru
“ales, he wrote to Southey, proclaiming his dissatisfaction
with University 1life, Southey was of the same mind and
left ¢xford without walting for his degree. - On the return
of Coleridge, the two new friends met and sojourned at .
Bristol. ‘lhere they met Hobert Lovell, a Quaker and also
a poet, who was soon to marry one of the six Fricker sisters.
In due course of time, Coleridge further allied himself to
Southey and Lovell, by likewlse asking a Fricker to be his

1-°, T. Coleridge~tamprell-p.30
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1life partner--Sarah, was his cholce,
"* Of course Southey introduced his dreams of an ideal
community, & new Utopla,and Coleridge was enthuslastic in
his support of them. Together they attempted to work out

a practical plan, and the result was Pantisocracy---The

name denotes the equal government of all, Allled to this

Paﬂﬁisbéracy was Aspheterism, which meant the generalization
of‘indiﬁidﬁal propertye -
~ THE CHOICE OF AMERICA .- .

That Southey!s geaze was toward aAmerica, we knowe.
Thereforé it msy be interesting and pertinent to read of
Coleridge's opinion of America.  In Section XII of his
Yssays=as edited by his daughter one may read, "British .
America is England with élbow roonr, and doubly free,"=-

He claimed, moreover: that there were three great'"wants"in
America.  The first was an "absence of abject poverty inm .
the mass from the sbundance of productive space relatively
to the population."” The second was in the mind of the
people where one observed an"absence of prejudice closing
the avenues of truth", and his third observation was re-.
garding the state of soclety, where one found the "absence
of é civilization of effeminacy snd corruptness akin to
“that of the Roman Empire in its decay; sophistication in
matters of intellect and tnste---a feecble fastidiousness
which contracts the mental physiognomy into a perpetual
sneer, and spreads such a ¢hilling atmosphere, that friends
seem under a compact to conceal from each other every par-

ticle of their real mind under a glazed coverlet of comfortless
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politeness (as in Fngland), In America, in conaequense of
this happy want of ultra-civilization, snd ekcessive e~
finement, moral gqualities are more highlyvrgted. Yesg!l -,
America has doubtless grand snd noble prospécts before her,
though her judges do sit wigless on the judgement seat,” 1
Coleridge Coleridge also ldeallzed George “ashington: ..

admired
“ashington . highly, and in Section XIII of the same ecsays
and fmerica
e we find his daughter writing, "I cannot take
leave of the Americans and my father'!s opinion of their high
advantages without referring to “ashington to whom.he has
paid an overflowing tribute in one of his Letters to the
Spaniards. Tashington was not.a hero llke Caesar and
Alexander, conquerors intent on exalting themselves alone;
nor like Cromwell nor Cariolanus whose course was of g -
mixed character, Ue alone of all men whom history presents
to us, was absolutely uncorrupted by poszession of supreme
power; ‘and this preeminence of goodness; which distingulshes
him to the imagination amid the crowd of laurelled heroes, -
by a saintly halo, is rcecognized and cclebrated by my. father,
who wrote on having seen Creenough's statuc of Washington,--
'You. could not but feel that no cloud of nmortal passion had

ever dimmed the glory of the character here idealized in

marble, and that the soul had risen above the strife of self-

will, and the turmult of human frailties into the serene

atmoépﬁefe of duty snd of Christian heroism.'"”

- From Coleridges contribution to"the “atchman" are

culled these words under the heading of The Americsn States.

"It has ever been our opinion, that in England the people are

BIRIE \ . .
l-”issaysx-aolcrldge-p.1xxv1
2-""szays"- M =D« lxxx
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better than the government: in america, the government is
better than the‘people,“l- » . B e v
- It 18 evident that Coleridge had inguired widely into

the further practical advantages Sr-Americakand,after‘being

- ‘Infected by Southey's ldea, he seemed. to take the initlative, -

and 'outstrip the former in his zeal--le racords in his"Blo-
graphical Epistles, that upon Southey's enthusiastic recom-
mendation he read Godwin's "Politisal Justice."?
. THE CHOICE OF THY -SUSQUERANHA

- .+Joseph Cottle 1n his'leminiscences of Colsridge and . .
Southey; maintains that the banks of the Susquehanna vere
decided unpon as .the goal of the udventures becauss of its
sweetasoundingﬂname.ﬁ‘That seems hardly probable, since.
muchfmusﬁ_have been heard about that locallty p#evious to
this time. 48 we have previously mentioned, the French
emigres in the Asylum compary established their colony .
there in April, 1794, because of PBrissot's glowing report.

.. “Then Dr. Joseph Priestley had settled in Northumberland,
Pennsylvania, near the Susquehanna three years earlier than
this, In 1791. +te had returned to zngland, but was willing
to venture forth again with tris new land, as his name was
on the list of recruits., =1z personal experlence uust have
nad wxelight. .
Report of . Some years previously, in 1787, W1lliam Cooper,
American ‘
-~hgent . father of .James renimore Cooper, had fourded
Cooperstomn on Lakeyotsegog the headwaters of the Tusque=-
hénﬁa aﬁd had acquired vas# tracta of land In that vicinity

which he exploited for manf‘years,as a great real estate

- ! .
1-"ssays"-roleridee~-p.169
2="Riographizal " nistles " TI04

S3=p.16
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venture. It is possible that Coleridge had met one of these
agents for he wrote to. Southey on Sept. 6, 1794, "Every =
nightfl‘meet'a most intelligent young man who has epent the
last five years of his life in america and is lately come -

from thence as an agent to sell land---Fe says 2000 pounds

-will doj that he doubts not we can contract for our passage

under 400 pounds; that we shall buy the land a great deal
cheaperEthn we arrive in America than we could do in
fngland; that twelve men may easily clear 300 acres in 4 or
5 months; and that, for {600, a thousand acres may be cleared
and houses built on them. He recommends the Susquehanns,
frﬁm 1ts excessive beauty and its security from hostile
Indians. Every possible assistance will be given us; we
may get credit for the land for ten years or more as we
settle upon., That literary characters mske money there,
etc. etc. He never 'saw a bison in his life, but has heard
of themj=~-«The moéquifoes are not so bad as our gnats; and,
aftqrfyou nave been there a 1ittle while, they don*t trouble
you mich," !
"THE DTVELOPHYNT OF THY PLAN

- %ith each ascquisition of additional information,
cdleridge's enthusiasm increased. Only a few days after:
writing the preceding letter to Southey, he addressed the
following words to his partner in theiventure;-dating them
af ten o'clock on Thursday morning, Sept. 18, =
Coleridge's . "Well, my dear Southey! I am at last arrived
Jetter to
‘Southey - - at Jesus{ College). Uy G=l how tummltiious”
are the movements of my heartl 3Since I quitted this room

1-"1.ife sand Corvespondence of “obert “outhey'-p.74
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what and how important eventas have been evolved{ Americal
Southeyl - #iss Frickerl---pPantisocracy! - Ohi 1 shall have
such a scheme of 1t! iy head, my heart are all alive. I
have drawn up my arguments in battle array; they chall have
the tacticlan eicellence‘of the mathematician,'wiph th§.‘1f
enthusiasm of ‘the poete. - The head shall be the mass; the
heart the fiery spirit that fllls; informs, and agitates
the whole=-=(aldwell has been laughing at me., Up I arose,
terrible in reasoning. Ue tled from me,. le told me that
the strength of my imagination had intoxicated my 1reason,
and that . the acuteness of my reason had given a directing
SR wl
i At this point, it may be of value to see the prime -
movef31af the venture thru the eyes of the book-seller,
Yr, Joseph Cottle, who was so indispensable to them, and
whose criticism holds particular interest because he was.
himself only twenty-three at the time. .
Lovell . | "At the close of the year, 1794, a clever young
describes
Fpg,p}agg;if-man,of the soclety of Friends, of the name of
ﬁdﬁeitﬁi&vell,‘whoﬁhad married a ¥iss Fricker, informed me -
thatya,few friends of his from Oxford and Cambridge, with
himself, were about to sail to America, and, on the banka
of the Susquehanna, to form a Social Colony, in which there
was to be a commnéity o property, and where all that was
selfish was to be proscribed. None, he sald were to be ad~
mitted to théir nmumber but tried and incorruptible characters,
and Be felt quite assured that he and his friends would be
ablegtqwreglize‘a,atate‘of soclety free from the turmoils

1-"Life and Correspondcence of “orert “outhey'-p.74
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“that then agitated the “orld, and to present an-erample of

the eminence t0 which men might arrive under these unres-
trained principles.: l'e Lhas pald me the compliment of
saying that he would be happy to include me in the sclect

assemblage who, under a state which he called Pantisocracy,

were,'he hoped, to regenerate the whole complexion of so~
ciety; and that, not by establishing formal. laws, dbut by
excluding 81l the little deteriorating passions, injustice,
‘wrath, anger, c¢lamor, and evil speakingt!, ----thereby
setting an example of 'Vmuman Perfectability'.
Cottle 18 "Young as I was, I suspected there was an old
skeptical
i @ i gand intractable leaven in human nature that

would effectually frustrate these airy schemes of happiness,

which had been projected in every age, and always with the

‘gsamé result,.

"frow do you go7! said I. Ny young and ardent friend
instantly replied, 'We freight a ship carrying with us
ploughs and other implements of husbandry!-~I forbore all
references to the accumulation of difficulties to be sur-
mounted, and merely inquired who were to compose his company.

Fe said -that only four had as yet absolutely engaged in the - .

enterprise; Samuel Taylor Coleridge, from Cambridge;{in whom

I understood the plan to have originated;)‘rﬁobert couthey

‘and George Burnet, from Oxford, and himself., !Tell}l 1 re~

‘plied, Ywhen do you set sall,' Ye answered, !'Very shortly.'l

"one morning, shortly”after, hobert Lovell called on

me -and introduced Robert éouthey. Sever will the impression

‘be effaced, produced on me by this young man, Tall, dignified

1-""eminiccences~tLottle~p,2
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posseceing great suavity of manners; an eye plercing, with
a éountEnancé“fuli‘of”éehiﬁs; ¥indliness and iﬁtélligénbé; |
1 gave him at once the right hand of fellowship and to thekwl?
moment of his decaase, it was never withdrawn.' | .
"I must now meke a brief reference to heorge ~urnet,

who in this epidemic delusion hag' 1ven his san ction tc,
and embarked all his’ prospccts in’ 11fe on this Pantisccra~
tical sckeme. ‘fie was & young wan about the age of 20, the
son of & respectable vomersetshire farmer, whc had bestowed
upon him his port*on, by giving him an University education
as an 1ntroduction to the’ Church, into which he probably
would have entered, but for this- kis transatlantic pursuit
of baopiness.“ His talents wore not conspicious, but his |
manners «ﬁre unaresuming, and honesty was depicted on hie
cauntenance. o o N o

ﬂ After some considerable delay, it was at length o
announced that on the comino morning, Samuel iaylor boleridge
would arrive in’ Bristol ‘aa the nearest ‘and most convenient

port'?and where he was “to reside but a short tima before the

favoring gales were to aaft him and his friends across the

Atlantic.: Rovert Lovell at length, 1ntroduced lr. Loleridge.
I instantly déscried his intellectual character; exhibiting
as he did an eye, a brow, and a forehead, 1nd1cat1ve of
commanding genius. Interviews succeeded, and these increased
the impression of respect.--- |

"y 1ntroduced them to several intelligent friendq, and

thelr own merits ‘soon ausmented the number, so that thelr

facquaintance bevame progressively extended, and their society




thut tiey mipht "eam, convcrse, and even write books.
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J00vetaé. Erls tel was nod favoped as a very pleasant residence,

and though the ahip was not engaged, nor the least preparntion
mdde for so lonb a vogase, still the delights and diée-spread~
ing auvantages of : antisocra*y rorned onc of their cverlasting
thoues of convcrsation -

Interesting "It uill excite merely an 1nnocent amile in the

“Information

from lLovell raader at the extravagance of a youthful and

~ardent mihd, uhen he learns thaL RQusrt lLovell stated with

.k

"great seriononess, that, after the minutest calculation,
jand 1nqu1ry among practival wen, the demard on thelr 1abo§
woald not exceed two hours = day; that 1s for the proéuc~
_tion of absolute necessaries. mbe leiaure still remaining

mi&ht be devoted, 1n oonvenient frac tions, to the extension

of thcir domuin, by prostrating thb aturdy trces of' the
fo‘est, where 'lop and top!, without cost, would oupply

thelr uhcerrul winter fire; and the trunPs when cut 1nto o

planﬂu, without any othcr‘expenqe tban thcir oun pleasant

ladbor, xoula form uhe aties for their piga, and tbe linniea

for tbeir cattle, and the barns for thelr produce; rescrving

'}tbeir choicest tlvbera for their oWn comfortable 1ow dwell~

ings. fat arter evcry claim that might be made on their

|
ma"ual laoor had been disch&rged, a large portion of 1me

’would still remain gov neir own 1nd1v1dual pursuits, so

nl
| DIFFICULTI¥S TN THE P;’l”h‘ | -
Beautirul as tLat untiﬂipation might te, however, the
first and 1mmediat obatacle to be aurmounfed was the heed
of money. rreviou tq thia tlme,,aouthey had been aupported

[ . . < |
1-"ceniniscenegd-rotitle~-p.6
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by the largesse of a wealthy ifunt, iiss Tyler, but she L
had no sympathy with the proposed gdventurg.and even turned
ﬁouthcy out of her house into the rain on Oct. 17, when hgqr_
revealed his plans 0 hers  Then both Coleridge nndlsoutheyy
engoged to deliver & coursé‘ofﬁlectgres;each §peak1ng on
alterncste evenings to ralse money. Eéch weg to write aéﬁv
much poetry as possible for publication, and Mr. Gotﬁle  “
promised to help them as far as ke could. | -
Disagreement  Another difficulty or difference of opinion
on &lavery
arose which caused much heated correspondence. ,miss‘Tylgr‘.,
hed a negro servant called thad.  He had endeared hﬁ;mse:l,"t'..‘»w
to both Coleridge and Zouthey and they planned that he N
should go with them, but Lthey were not agreed on’as’whgt his
status should be. . Southey cvidently intended that thad con-
tinue as a servant. Coleridge felt there should be no

servants, and continued in the letter from which I have quoted

above with these words underscored--"Shad goes with us. Ie

1
is my brother." Then, in the letter written to tfouthey on
Oct. 21, one reads"l was vexcd and alarmed by your letter
dohcerhing ¥r, and lrs, Ioberts, thad, and little Sally--

Chad's: ¢chlldren will be educated as ours, and the education

we chall glve them will be such as to render them incapable .

of bluching at the want of it in their parents,---Let them .
dine with us and be treated with as ruch equality as they

would wish, but perform that part of labor for which their
education has fitted them.~-~3outbey should not have written

the sentence-(suggesting that there be scrvitude in the colony)

The inference is that the scheme of Pantisocracy is impracticable,

1-Coleridze="Tetters" Vol.l-p.32
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but I hope and belicve that is 1s not a necessary inference,” .
Dutj?s There upon’ follows the pra tical suﬁbestions of
°fo§§§ - Coleridge as to how the neceasity of d servant class
mey be obviated. This passage also reveals his idcas of the
household management to be instituted,‘ n an inte"csting AR
light., "If #ra. Lovell and frd. ¥ricker go with us, they
csn at least prepare the fced of simplicity for us. Let the
married women do only what 1s absolutely convenient and éus<
tomary for pregnant women or nurses. Let the husband do ald
the rest,=-and what will that be? ‘'ashing with a machine, and
cleaninthhexhouse} ‘One hour's sddition to our daily 1abor,
and Pantisocracy 1n its mdsﬁ\paﬁfGCt senpe is practicables -
Thet the grester part of our female companions should have
the task of maternal cxertion at the same time Is very ime -
probable, but thought it were tb‘happeh;‘hn‘infant is almost
always sleeping, and during its slumbers, the mother may, in
the same room, perfomthe little offices of ironming clothes
or making shirts."” o
“omen not - Iven though their duties have thus been made
in full
sccord - plain, the women while entirely necessary
(a8 only married péople were to go) appear to have been some-
what of an handicap, and in this same letter, Coleridge writes-
"But the hearts of the women are not all with us. 1 do believe
that "dith and Sarah (Pricker) are exceptions, but do even they
know the bill of fare for the day,~every duty that will be ine
curbent upon them? ™"

The subjects of servitude and women wWere evidently dig=
cussed throughout the Fall, for in Nov. (179&)'Coleridge |

1-Coleridge "Tettern" Yol,T-p.o0
e ! Vol,T-p,01
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again wrote to Southey in part, as follows, "lfy feeble and
exhausted heart regards with a criminal indifference the
introduction of servitude into our society; but---oxen and
horses possess not intellectual appetites, nor the powers -
of acquiring them. : %e are, therefore, justified in employing
their lsbor to our own benefit: mind hath a édvine right of
sovereignty over body, but who shall dare transfer !'from man
to brute! to 'from man to man.' To be employed in the toil
of ‘the field while we are pursuing philosophical studies--
can earldoms.or emperor ships boast so huge an inequality?
-==~f willing-slave is the worat of slaves', Besides, I

must own ‘myself Incapable of perceiving even the temporary

convenience of the proposed innovation. : The men do not

want. assistance, at least, none that thad can particulerly
give; and to the women-what: assistance can l1little Sally,
the wife of &£had, give more than any other of our married
woment * Is she to have no domestic: cares of her own? ko
house?.” ¥o husband to provide for? lio childrent Because
¥r. and Nrs. Roberts are not likely to have children, I see
less objection to their accompanylng.us.  Indeed, indeed,
Southey, I am fearful that Lushington's prophecy may not be
alto-gether vain, 'Your system, Coleridge, appears strong
to the ‘head and:lovely to the heart, but depend upon 1it,
you will never give your women sufficlent strength of mind,
liberality of heart, or vigilance of attention. They will
spoil,it.'"l :

« As .the. additional problems of servitude and feminine
opposition arose the orig;hal difficulty of lack of capital

1-oleridge "lLettern" vol./TI-p.96
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had not been surmounted. The literary endeavors hsd not
brought adequate returns. Then there was a possibility of
a war with America under discussion, in which event 1t
mlight be necessary to sail from Hamburg;and even then there
was the risk of being searched on a neutral vessel--another
prop to the objections of the women.
- THE PROPOSED COLOKY i WALES
“hat. should they do? = Couthey offered a solutlon-
“hy not establish a colony: in “ales? ISimilurﬂadvantages
could be derived and the expense and inconvenience of .
travel be avoided. _ ‘“‘ ‘ } o
Coleridge - Reluctantly Coleridge acceded and on. a Monday .
acceded ’ C SR
reluctantly - morning, in Dec.(1794) wrote to Southey as
follows: “Southey, I must tell you that you appear to me
to write as a man who is aweary of the world because 1t
accords not with his ideas of perfection--- for God's sake, k
my dear fellow, tell me what we are to ga;n‘by taking a
Welsh farm. HRemember the principles and proposed conse=.
quences of Pantisocracy, and reflect in what degree thgy‘
are attainaeble by Coleridge,: Southey, Lovell, Burnett and
GCompeny; some five men going partners to-gether. In phe‘
next place, supposing that ve have proved the preponderating
utility of our aspheterizing in Tales, let us by our speedy
and united inquiries discover the sum of money necessary,
whether such a farm with so very large a house is to be .
procured without launching our frail and unpiloted bark
on a rough sea of anxieties. How much 1s necessary for

the maintenance of so large a -family=-eighteen people=~ for
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a year, at least? |
"I have read my objections to Lovell-If he has not answered
them altogether to my fullest conviction, he has, however,
shown me the wretchedness that would fall on the majority
of our party from any delay, in so forcible;a light, that
if 300 pounds be adequate to the commencement of the systen,
(which I very much doubt), I am most willing to give up all
my views and embark immediately with ycu. ,

| ”If it be determined that we go to :ales, (for whieh I
give my vote) in what time? Hrs. Lovell thinks 1t impossible
hat we uhould go 1n 1ess than three months. Ir this be the
case, ;‘will accept of the reporter's plan to the 'Telegraph'
1ive unon a guinea a week and transmit the balance. il
| o R BIGINKING OF THE FED
Finencialu At the end of three months, nevertheless, they
condition

bad - had not realized their hope, and the next Spring,
que «ortune had not seen fit to shower wealth on the ideal-
1st1c adventurers, nor yet even the small amount necessary
for their daily suetenanue and Hre Gottle records their
financial plight. “The eolicitude I felt lest theae yuung
and ardent geniueee should in a disastrous hour, and in
their mistaken apprehensions, commit themeelves 1n this
their desperate undertaling, was happily diseipated by
Kp, Celeridge applying for the loan ef:a little ceeh-éto
pay the voyager'e freight? or passage? Ho lodﬁigs Never
did I lend money with such unmingled pleasure; for now 1

ceased to be heunted night and day aith the spectre of the

shipx the ship! which was to effect such inealculable miechieft

1-Coleridge ”(t‘fe’(’" 701.1-n.122




2]~
The form of the request was the following.
'y dear Sir: B o
‘Can you cenvenientlﬁ'lend’meis'pounds1ae»we want'a

1ittle more than 4 pounds to make up our lodging bill, @
which is, indeed, much higher than we expected: seven ' =~ '~
weeks and Burnet‘é‘lodging‘for‘ie’weeks,'emoﬁnting to 11 v
pounds. | | | | R R

: Yours affectionately, )
. e Se Ta Coleridge'
"hov an effeetua) barrier manifestly 1nterposed to save
them‘from destruot;on,:_Aneﬂthough their romapeie plap
might linger in their m@gds,:it was'imposeiole‘not to be
aseured‘that their,strong goo&lsenee would eventually,

dissipate their delusion"l

Southey o change in plans was mentioned however,

invited to’
travel in until Coleridge wrote & letter to kouthey

Fortugal
S in ‘the folloaing Oot. In the meantime,
‘outhey had received an 1nv1tation rrom hiu uncle the
Rev. Herbert Hill,that he:aeeompa?y him on a‘tritho,
Portugal for six months, end he”accepted. ihet sounded
the death knell of Pantisocracy nnd threatened to destroy
forever, the friendship of the two chief promoters.
;u,}jn;e;;a:;‘ : PANTISOCR Y AEAhDOﬂﬂ o

Coleridge On. Oct. 4, (1795) Coleridge married Jidss. »arah
married
Fricker, and settleo.inacottage at Clevedon,

"a village, happily on the banks, not of the °usquehanna,
but the fevern." according.poHHr.,Cottle. This :ditor
friend 1mp11es that Coleridge had also, by now, abandonned
his cherished palns "by: 1mp1icaiion rather tban by direct

) S i
1- men*jﬂ(nﬁc" o .10 i.8 S
G- ' e 9




=22
avowal",;but.he placed &ll the blagg:on Southey as he wrote
to him at great length on Friday morning, Nov. 13,- the day
before Southey'sa departure, and,.inbidentally, the day be-
fore Southey was married secretly to Edith F:1cker,(whom‘he
left at the church door to take the stage coach for Falmouth.)
Coleridge . In this long and exhaustive missive Colerldge re~
géﬁ:ﬁzy\»,»views the whole atory of Pantisocracy and bitterly
chides- 3outhey for playing traitor to the.cause which bqth
had espoused so ardently,as he also writes an unparalleleq
eulogys: "Southey,..I have.lost friends due to epistolary .
neglect, but you are lost to me-because you are lost to .. .. ..
virtues. . As this will probably be the last time I shall .
have occasion to address you,‘lréill begin at . the beglnning
and regularly retrace your conduct and my own.~-==In the .
month of June, 1794, I first became  acquainted with your. .
person,and character. Before I quitted Oxford, we had.
struck out- the leading features-.of a pantisocracy. Vhile .
on my :journey through ¥ales, you invited me to Bristol .
with the full hope of realizing it.. During my‘abode,at

- Bristol the plan was matured, and I returned to Cambridge

‘hot intthe anticipation of that happy season when we should

remove the selfish principle from ourselves and prevent it .
in our-children; by en abolition of property; or in whatever
respects this might be impracticable , by such a similarity .
of property as would amount to a moral sameness, and answer .
all the purposes of abolition. HNor were you less zealous,..
and thought and expressed your opinion, that if any man
embraced our system, he rmst comparatively disregard his
father and mother and wife and children and brethren and

1= "eorinirconces” Uottle D78
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sisters,-Yea and his own 1ife also, or he couldn't he our:'

-disciple, ==

" "Your letter to Lovell in answer to some objection of’
mine to the Velsh scheme, was the first thing that alarmed”
me--1 wrote you a friendly reproof, and in my own mind
attributed this unwonted style to your earnest desires of
realizing‘our“plan,”and the angry pain which you felt when
any appeared to oppose or 'defer its execution. However; I°
came over to your opinions of the utllity, and, in course,
the duty of rehearsing our scheme in Wales, and so, rejected '’
the offer of being established in the Farl of Buchan's family--

- "7e commenced lecturing. uShortly, you began to recede in i
your conversations from those broad principles in which pan-

tisocracy originated--I opposed you with'veheﬁéhcé,-aandfdnée

you éonfessed to me that you had acted wrong. But you e

lapsed; your manner became cold and gloomy, and pleaded with
1ﬁCréased'pert1nacity’for‘thé wisdom of making Self an une V
diverging Centfe--nf Chepstov, your conduct renewed my sus="
picions, and I was greatly agitated--But in Peircefieldealka
you assured me that my suspicions were altogether speculative,
and that you would certainly go into “ales., I was glad and
satisfied--But ‘alas} a short time passed ere your departure
from our first principles became too flagrant-{zggg'private
resources were to remain your individual property, and every-
thing to be separate except a farm of 5 or 6 acres, In short
we were to commence partners in a petty farming trade. This
was ‘the mouse of which Pantisocracy was at last safely de-

livered. I received the account with indignation and un=-" -~
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utterable contempt~-1 did not condescend to waste my intellect
upon them; but in the most expressive terms I declared to

George Burnet my opinion 'that you had long laid a plot of

separation. (Later--In fine you left me fully persuaded that
you would enter Holy Orders--l said that your cbnduct'in g
1ittle things had appeared to me tinged with selfishness,
and George Burnett attributed and still does attribute,
your defectlon to your unwillingness to share your expected
annuity with us,--I shall revert to your first letter, and
here you say:~the plan you are going upon is not of sufficient
importance to justify me and myself in abandoning a family
who have none to support them but me.' The pian you are ‘going
upon}: ¥hat plan was I meditating save to reilre into the
country with George Burnet and yourself and taking by degrees
a smell farm, there be learning to get my own bread by my
bodily labor=snd then to have all things in common-thus -
disciplining my body and mind for the succesful practice

of the same thing in America with more numeroué'associates--
and was not this your own plan-the plan for the realizing

of ‘which, you invited me to Bristol--~Then you sald that,

1f the others left it, you, and George Burnet and your
brother would stand firm to the post of virtue? Saving
Lovell, our number was the same, yourself, and Burnet and

I. Our prospeccts were only our uncertain hope of getting
thirty shillings a week between us by writing for some

‘London paper-for the remainder we were to rely on our .-

agricultural exertions., 4And as to your family, yowrstood

precisely in the same situatlion as you now stand. You meant
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to take your mother with you and’ your brother.e«ind where

. indeed, then would have been the difficultyt? She would

have earned her maintegance,by'her.manugementiahd savings=—-
But when you broke from us, our prospects were brightening:
by the magazine, or by poetry we might and should have got
10 guineas a month---You do not nos mean to study the Law,
but to maintain yourself by your writings and on your
promised annuity.-~-~Could y&ﬁ not have done the same with
us?

"0 selfish, money-loving man! Ihat principle have you

not given up?---last of all, perceiving that your motives

‘vaniched at the first ray of examination---Your last re=-

source was to calumnliate me.,=--ly indolence you assigned to

lovell as your reason for quitting pantisocracy. Supposing

it true, 1t might indecd be a reason for rejecting me from

the systems, DBut how does this affect pantisocracy, that
you should reject it.  And what has Burnett done that he
should not be a worthy associate?. Fe who leaned: on you
with all his head.and with all his heart; he who gave his

all for pantisocracy, and c¢xpected that pantisoeracy would

be at least bread and cheese to him. But nelther 1s the

charge a true onee--

- "Enough! I heard for the first time on Thursday,
that you were to set off for lLisbon on Saturday morning.:
It glves me great pain on many accounts, but principally
that those moments which should be aacred to your affections
may be disturbed by this long lettér. Southey, as far -s

hapriness will be conduclive to your virtue, which alone is
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final ‘happiness., WYay you possess itl You have:léft ailarge
vold 'in my heart. 'I knowno man big enough to f£11l 1its = =
Otters’ 1 may love ‘equally, ‘and ‘esteem. equally; 'and some: per-
haps ‘T'may admire as mich,: But never do Iwexpeﬁt'tOfmeetxxfs
gniother man, who will make me unite . attachment for his . person
ﬁithfrevéfénCe?fdr-hisYheart%andiddmirationfdf‘his“genius;;«
T:d1id ‘not ‘only venerate you for your own virtues, I-prized =
you a8 a-sheet anchor of mine; and even as a poet, my vanity
¥new 1o keener gratification than your praise. ' Eutithese:
things sare passed by like' as when a hungry man dreasms, and
lol he feasteth, but he awakes and his soul’'ls empty.. :Hay-
God Almighty bless snd preserve youl And may you live to -
know and feel and ascknowledge that.unless we accustom our-
selves to meditate adoringly on Bim, the source of all virtue,
no virtiue can be permanent. - © 0 T

"'+ "Be assured that George Burnet still loves you:better ::
than he can love any other man, #nd Sara would have:you
accept: her love end blessing; accept' it as:the future hus=:i:
band of her best loved sister. ' Farewellt i ~uni,

| .1SJ T. Coleridge”
Thus died a dream, impractical, yea, impossible, but
1dyliic and beautiful. Reason finally re-asserted itself. md

Cottle Wrbte;9”V1eWS and timee alter, and these richly. endowed

young men, in after life, were prompt and amongst the first

to confess the fallacious schemes of their youth; but at this
timé, the ‘pleasurable alone, occupied 'their field of vision,

and confidence ncver stood more unencumbered with doubt."?

1-Coleridge "letters" Vol lep. 187 . - o ita e
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"rdmund Seward”, we read, "was tho first to.perceive the ..
impracticability of the scheme. lie observed that there was
too great a natural disparity in the individuals that were
to compose this community for it long to ,exlst upon the basis.,
theytad established. .lie felt 'that they were hunting after a
shadow, and were staking their all- upon a single throw. The
opinions of outhey, Loleridge, and himself, differed in some
of the mostﬁessential points;“and until there was a greater ’
uniformity,-—a perfect uniformity in their moral being was
nccessary,o-it was evident to him that the equality, the
frqternity,‘and the liberty they dished to create, were al-
together ideal. Discussions, he Jas satisfied voulc arise
of such a character ‘as must destroy cventually the harmony
ofvtheir society; nor could it be otherwlse, whllst therse
were some ambitious to govern and others inéiSpbsed to sube~
mit. He shrewdly suspected, that if it were not the “uixotic
frenzy of romance that impelled them, it was a disquieted
spirit, a disaffection to soclety ill-grounded, and that they

would too soon, and to their serious disappointment, learn,

'"Caclum, non anlmum mutant, qul trans mare currunt.'"?!
PREVIOUS CONVERTS TO THE.PLAH
The cdmplete roster of those at one time committed to
the plan is unavailable.--That the group numbered about

twenty—seven'we read in the Life of Touthey by Waller,and

" included in addition to the four leaders,-Fdith and Carah
fricker, ¥drund “zward, George Dyer, Yeath, the apothecary,
Nr, Priestly and Favell and LeGrice) 'The last two were
classmates of Coleridge, snd are said to be the only converts
"he, personally, secured. By Christmas of 1794, they anticipated

I-"rome "Lifec of obert “outhey'-p.40
Dy, 179
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sailing in the following March, but Fate decreed otherwise.

" As we conclude this account df'youths‘ young and
evanescent dream, we. append a sonnet’%rittgn”byhFavéll;f1n |
which he- embodied the hopes and sentiments of,the‘Pant;socrats,
“viéioﬁary", ihdced,‘yet futile:

.= "Ko more my vislonary soul.shell dwell’ ~ %

on Joys that were; no more endure to weigh '~
The shame and anguish of the evil day, B

.. Wilsely forgetfull Ot'er the ocean's awell, |

-~ Sublime of liope, I seek the cottage dell, - -

“here Virtue calm with careless steps may stray,

And, dancing to the moonlight roundelay,’ -

~ he wizard Passion wears a holy spell,

i Tyes that have ached with angulsh; ye shall weep
Tears of doubt-mingled joy, as those who start
From precipices of distempered glee C
On which the flerce-eyed fiends thei;zrevel'kee “

., And see the riaing sun, and feel 1t dart HeeD,
- Rew rays of pleasure trembling on the heart,"Ll '
. N s R ‘ “‘ EEA
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