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by the priest is fully justified is amply illustrated in the 

last chapter of this work. 

II. LimiTATIONS OF THE FIELD 

X 

In attempting to trace the priesthood through the 

literature of the Old Testament, several limitations confront 

such a venture. 

One of the f irst difficulties arises from the fact 

that the Hexateuch, as we now have it, is a composite of s ev-

eral sources (J, E, o, il, P), each of which has a different 

point of view, and sometimes a contradictory point of view. 

Therefore the sources must be analyzed as to their historicity 1 

and the choice of one source made in preference to another. 

¥men the various redactors united the sources (Rje 

united J and .CO; Hd united JE and D; Rp united JED, S , and P), 

each in different centuries, they dealt freely with their 

material. In same cases the same story was repeated, in order 

to preserve the story as told by the two documents--even 

though two views of the same event resulted. In other cases 

one account of the story (say J) was taken and that of the 

other source (say E) was dropped. This happened in several 

instances with all the sources, including the Priestly Code. 

Thus our study cannot be complete, for often we lack needed 

historical evidence, which some redactor deleted when he edit­

ed his work. In other cases, tbe material is misplaced--as 

for example Leviticus 23, most of which is P material. Where 
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that wbat these studies have the Histories and Introductions 

do not have, and vice versa1 Hence a fresh study is needed 

Which will unite the major findings of these various s ources, 

and in such a synthesis new discoveries will be brought to 

light. 

IV. METHODS OP PROCEDURE 

The methods of procedure may be outlined as follows: 

1 . A critical analysis of the primary sources for 

a) the history of the Persian Period--the inscriptions of 

monuments and other archaeological discoveries (such as the 

annals of Nabonidus, Cylinder of Gyrus, Darius' inscriptions 

at Behistun, Xerxes' inscription at Persepolis, and the Ele- · 

phantine Papyri), the works of Greek (Herodotus, Gtes ias of' 

Gnidus, Thucydides, Xenophon, Diodorus, Plutarch), Jewish 

(Josephus), and Christian (Eusebius) historians; and the 

Old Testament; b) the history of the priesthood of Judaism 

during the Persian Period--the Elephantine Papyri, and the 

books of Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Trite-Isaiah, Lamenta­

tions 1, Ezra-Nehemiah, and later in this work, the Priestly 

Code. 

2. A study of the Priesthood before the Persian Period. 

The office of the priest, the places of worship, and the a eta 

of worship (festivals and sacrifices) will be traced respective­

ly through the following periods: Patriarchal; Mosaic; from the 

Judges through the Monarchy; from the Monarchy to the Deutero­

nomic reform; the Deuteronomic reform, Ezekiel, and the Holi-
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Thus Haggai paints, in four oracles, the conditions of in­

ternational unrest under Darius in 520 B.C.; pictures t he physical 

poverty and spiritual lethargy of the people; emphasizes the im-

' portant position of the priest as the giver of instructions on the 

law; believes and preaches that the Jeremaic hope of the Messianic 

reign is drawing near--therefore the central importance of rebuild­

ing the Temple; names Zerubbabel (the governor of Judah) as the 

nsignet ring"--as the Messianic King; promises that when the Temple 

is built its glory shall surpass the material wealth of the first 

Temple; and as a result of rebuilding the Temple the people will 

prosper--thus "he encouraged his dispirited contemporaries with 

utopic dreams of wealth and power as soon as the cornerstone of 
49 

the Temple was laid." 

The second source is the Book of Zechariah (1-8). Zechari­

ah, according to Nehemiah (12:16) was a priest, and a contempor­

ary of Haggai. His oracles are dated: November, 520 (1:1); Febru­

ary, 519 (1:7); December 7, 518 (7:1). The book consist s of eight 

visions, each being interpreted by an angel, and dated February , 

519, with an introductory address on the efficacy of the Word 

(1:1-6), and an appendix Which deals with the crowning of Zerubbabel 

as the Messianic King. Chapters 7-8, dealing with fasts which were 

established by the fall of Jerusalem in 586, close the book. 

From the eight vis ions in the night v.e obtain the follow:Ing 

information relative to our subject: the first vision ( 1:7-17) g ives 

us assurance that the Temple will be rebuilt, because it is in the 

plans of God that it be doneL The third vision (2:1-13) teaches 

49 Pfeiffer, IOT, 603. 
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rule "not by power, nor by might, but by my spirit, saith the 

Lord. 11 He is more prophet than apocalyptist here. Here, he favor­

ed conversion to military power and might--though elsewhere he 

returns to apocalyptic destruction of nations. It might be well 

to remark here that Zechariah 1 s book is, in the words of Pfeiffer', 
50 11a transition between prophecy and apocalypse. u His thought 

wavers between the noble spiritual religion _of the prophets, and 

the nationalism and ritualism of the masses. Thus hepan forsee the 

destruction of the nations, while later seeing&l the nations 

worshiping God! 

The appendix (6:9-15) has been deliberately changed. Yet 

enough remains that the original intent can be seen. Zechariah is 
ordered to make a crown of gold and place it upon Zerubbabel (not 

.Joshua, 6: 11) as the Messianic 11 Branch 11 
( cf • .Ter, 23:5; 33: 15--a 

Scion of David 11 who shall execute justice and righteousness") who 

will rebuild the Temple and sit on the throne with .Joshua at his 

side (LXX 6:13). This was done, apparently. However, he never sat 

on the throne of David. Mysteriously he disappears from the scene. 

We are further informed that .Joshua, the high priest, did not take 

part in this plot--for he is left in his position unmolested. 

Chapter seven is informative. We see a delegation coming 

to inquire of the priests as to what fasts are to be observed. Since 

these four fasts were observed due to the fall of .Jerusalem, and 

its Temple, and since the Temple is being rebuilt, the people want 

to know if they are to continue observing the fasts. They go to the 

priests for this "instruction." Pfeiffer lists these fasts as 

50 Pfeiffer, IOT, 607. 
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follows: the ninth day of the fourth month (Zech. 8:19),because 

on that day the Babylonians broke through the wall of Jerusalem 

(Jer. 39:2);the national yearly fast on the seventh day of the 

fifth month, as a mourning ceremony for the destruction of Jer­

usalem in 586 (II Kgs. 25:8f; Jer. 52:12 specified t he tenth day; 

Zech.7:1-3); on the third day or twenty-fourth day of the seventh 

(Zech.7:5;8:19) because of Gedaliah's assassination (II Kgs. 25:25; 

Jer. 4i :lff); and on the tenth day of the tenth month (Zech.8:19 ) 

because it marked the beginning of the seige of Jerusalem (II Kgs. 

25:1).51 zech. 7:19 names these fasts and states that after the 

Temple is rebuilt, these fasts shall become feasts1 He further 

declares, in true prophetic style, that these fasts are of no 

value as far as their relationship with God is concerned. What 

God wants is not tasting, but obedience to his requirements-­

justice, mercy, and honesty (7:8-10). This is an interesting 

source for here we have a man deeply interested in the Temple, 

and its ritual, yet at the same time teaching that God's real re­

auirements are eth ical--the good life being his requirement 

(cf.8:16-17). 

Chapter 8:1-17 has as its purpose, according to Pfeiffer, to 

assure the Jews, "who had become discouraged and rega rded the ful-

fillment of the Messianic pro phecies as impossible, that He would 

dwell in Zion ••• ,52Haggai had disappeared from the scene; his 

Messianic hopes had not been realized. But Zechariah was sure 

Yahweh would come as soon as the Temple was finished. So he speaks 

of the New Jerusalem in glowing terms: God is deeply cncerned with 

51 Pfeiffer, IOT,606. 

52 Loc. cit. 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































