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An Opera in Three Acts

Original German libretto by
Hermann von Mosenthal

Translated and adapted by Donald Pippin

Sharon Daniels, Director
Stephen Steiner, Music Director

April 11, 13, 14 and 15 at 8:00 p.m.
Boston University Theater
264 Huntington Avenue
Boston, MA
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—Boston University School of Music Presents—

The Merry Wives
of Windsor

An Opera in Three Acts*
by Otto Nicolai

Original German libretto by
Hermann von Mosenthal

Translated and adapted by Donald Pippin

Sharon Daniels, Director
Stephen Steiner, Music Director

*There will be two ten minute intermissions.

* % * * *

Director Sharon Daniels
Assistant Director Will Graham
Choreographer Judith Chaffee
Music Director Stephen Steiner
Musical Preparation Michael Beattie
Shiela Kibbe
Carolyn Davies
Chorus Master Michael Beattie
Stage Manager Honorah Martone
Assistant Stage Manager Geren Raywood
Scene Design Linda McDonald
Costume Design K. C. Kozminski
Lighting Design T.]J. Gerckens

* * * * *

April 11, 13, 14 and 15 at 8:00 p.m.
Boston University Theater
264 Huntington Avenue
Boston, MA



ACTI

Scene I: A courtyard. Mrs. Ford informs her friend, Mrs. Page, that she has
received a love letter from the unattractive and corpulent Sir John Falstaff.
Outraged, the women decide to teach him a lesson. Mr. Page and Mr. Ford
enter, accompanied by two suitors of Mr. Page's daughter, Anne—timid
Slender, and blustering Dr. Caius. Anne's true love, Fenton, appears and asks
Mr. Page for her hand. The penniless suitor is rudely rejected, but defiantly
vows he will wed Anne despite every obstacle.

Scene Two: The Ford’s house. Mrs. Ford awaits Falstaff. She and Mrs. Page
have sent an anonymous note to her husband informing him of her rendezvous
with Sir John. They hatch a plan to stuff Falstaff into the laundry basket and
dump him into the Thames. The women's plan works out perfectly and the
jealous Mr. Ford is embarrassed in front of his neighbors.

i ACTII

Scene One: A tavern. Ford, disguised as a “Mr. Brook” visits Falstaff at the
Garter Inn. He seeks Sir John's help to gain the favor of Mrs. Ford and offers
him a purse for his assistance. Ford discovers that Falstaff had been at his
home the preceding day, and that his wife has invited him again this very
afternoon.

Scene Two: A garden. Anne's two unwanted suitors, Slender and Caius,
unknown to each other, hope to meet her during her daily walk. When Fenton
arrives, they are forced to hide. The lovers, unsuspectingly watched, reaffirm
their affection.

Scene Three: The Ford's House. Falstaff has just arrived when Mrs. Page
announces the unexpected approach of Mr. Ford. Quickly, the resourceful
women disguise Falstaff as an older woman, a relative of Mrs. Ford's maid.
Mr. Ford has forbidden her presence in his house, and in his anger, beats her
mercilessly. He confidently searches for Sir John, but is again unsuccessful and
ridiculed.



ACT I

Scene One: The Page’s house. The wives inform their husbands of Falstaff's
letter and his subsequent punishments. They decide to play another trick on

Sir John. There is to be a masquerade and the wives are to meet him when he is
in his disguise as the legendary hunter, Herne, in Windsor Forest. Mrs. Page,
alone with Anne, gives her a red elf's costume to wear. Caius will then
recognize her and they can elope. Mr. Page has a similar plan; but it is Slender
with whom Anne is to run off. Anne decides to trick Slender and Caius and

steal away with Fenton.

Scene Two: Windsor Forest. The townspeople, disguised as spooks and spirits
of the forest, await Sir John. He appears as Herne and Mrs. Page and Mrs. Ford
join him. When the fairies approach noisily, the women run away leaving the
terrified Falstaff to face his tormenters alone. He tries in vain to hide, and is
pinched, stabbed and mocked. Sir John repents, the masqueraders are revealed
and the opera ends on a note of laughter and merriment.

NOTES >

The Boston University Opera Institute

The Boston University Opera Department in the School of Music, composed of
the Opera Workshop and the Opera Institute, is under the guidance of Artistic
Director Phyllis Curtin, Director Will Graham, Assistant Director Sharon
Daniels, Music Director Stephen Steiner, and distinguished members of the
voice faculty and staff.

The Opera Institute is a nondegree professional training program for the
serious singer preparing for an operatic career. This innovative and intensive
two-year residency provides the crucial transition between student training
and professional performance.

Annual public performances by students in the Opera Workshop and the Opera
Institute include two full-scale productions in the Boston University Theatre
and performances of chamber operas, scene programs and contemporary operas.



Mrs. Page (Meg)
Robin, a page
Mrs. Ford (Alice)
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CAST

Pamela Dillard
Maryanne Lanier
Laurie Ann McGowen
Jeff Stevens

Stephen Bomgardner
Todd Munday

John Murelle
Sanghoon Oak

Mark Anderson
Gisella Monclova
Melanie Conrad
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Cast Saturday/Tuesday Cast Monday/Wednesday

Joy Hardwick
Maryanne Lanier
Jing Wei

Jeff Stevens
Todd Miller
Stephen Salters
John Murelle
James Ruff
Michael Siist
Jamie Rogers
Melanie Conrad

Maryanne Lanier; Martha Sullivan; Katie
Porter; Laurie Miller; Jeanine Wanee
Guy Jordin Heard; Todd Miller

ENSEMBLE

Undergraduate Opera Program

Michael Beattie

S. Mark Aliapoulios; Joy McIntyre;

Denette Whitter

Melanie Conrad*; Julin Greene; Emily Martin*;
Liza Sirota; Jodi Sylvester; Candace Zaiden
Stacy Cohen; Mariel Mercado

Jay Nash; Jon Wright

John Cook*; Guy Jordin Heard; Mark Light-Orr*;

T. Christian Waugh

*Servants

English Version by Donald Pippin.

First Produced by Pocket Opera, San Francisco, 1991.

* * * *

Special thanks to Cymbeline set designer Jon Fallabella and the Huntington
Theater Company for their generosity.
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Violin 1

Noel Laporte
Jorunn Anderson
Lisa Chippendale
Chika Fujie
Nathan Babb
Robert Hayden
Maciej Kaczmarek

Violin 11

Daniela Pfenniger
Kathleen Patrick
Yoon-Jung Kim
Sandra Kyung
Marcello Cuellar
Han S. Paik

Viola

Kjersten Oquist
Michael Taylor

Michael Ireland
Carolyn Davies

Cello

Alice Ann O'Neill
Asdis Arnardottir
Karen Lippman
Christopher Hutton

Double Bass
John Glasgow
Donald Howey

Harp
Claudia Valsi

OPERA ORCHESTRA

Flute
Siva
Heather Holden

Oboe
Ann Rosandich
Jennifer Kennedy

Clarinet
Song Tu
Carol Kycia

Bassoon
Mary Alice Deland
Patty Yee

Horn
Xiao-Ming Xie
Timothy McCarthy

Trumpet
Gary Peterson
Kirsten McCanne

Trombone
Scott Pemrick
Jean Pitzi
Chris Caproni

Timpani
Alene Taub

Percussion
Michiko Naito
Yayoi Yoshida



Merry Wives stage director Sharon Daniels has enjoyed a twenty-year career
as a principal operatic soprano, with highlights including several seasons at
the New York City Opera, where she sang the title roles in La belle Héléne,
The Merry Widow and Susannah, Rose Maurrant in Street Scene, Micaela in
Carmen, Musetta in La Boheme, Concepcion in L heure Espanol, among others.
She sang the title role of Curley's wife in Of Mice and Men at the Kennedy
Center and premiered the title role in Hyram Titus’s Rosinag, at the Guthrie.
She starred in the 1979 revival of The Most Happy Fella on Broadway and
PBS television’s GREAT PERFORMANCES, and sang in the world premiere
performances and tour of Adams-Goodman-Sellars” Nixon in China, performing
Pat Nixon in New York.

Since coming to Boston University, Miss Daniels has directed The Mother of Us
All, several scenes in the Phyllis Curtin gala Scenes from American Operas,
The Tailor of Gloucester, an opera education project and performances of
Hansel and Gretel at Williams School in Chelsea; Paul Viardot's Cendrillon
for the National Opera Association Convention in New York, and tonight’s
p/gfqrmance of The Merry Wives of Windsor. She teaches acting in the Opera
i ate and recently joined the voice faculty.

Merry Wives conductor Stephen Steiner has been with the Boston University
Opera Institute since 1987 and is currently an Assistant Professor and Music
Director of the Institute. In the past he has conducted for productions of Guys
and Dolls and The Mother of Us All. In addition to his work at Boston
University, he is one of Boston’s busiest coaches and accompanists and has
enjoyed engagements in past seasons with the Michigan Opera Theater and the
Lake George Opera Festival. Currently, he is Chorus Master for Boston Lyric
Opera, this season preparing the chorus for productions of La Cenerentola, Lost
in the Stars and The Tales of Hoffmann. Later this spring he travels to serve
as Head of Music Staff for Opera Theater of St. Louis.
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Artistic Teamm—302

Adviser

Technical Director
Assistant Technical Director
Master Carpenter
Carpenter

Carpenter

Scene Build

Stage Carpenter

Stage Hand

Scenic Artist

Assistant Scenic Artist
Properties Master
Assistant Properties Master
Prop Run

Advisor

Costumer

Assistant Costumer
Crafts/Dyer

Head Draper

First Hand

Stitcher

Draper

Hair & Wigs

Wardrobe Coordinator

Wig Maintenance

Dresser

Assistant Lighting Design
2nd Assistant Lighting Design
Advisor

Master Electrician

Board Operator

Sound Specialist

Production Sound Technician

John Falabella
Geoff Freidlander
David Piersimoni
Greg Burton

Julie Dunavan
Jon Patterson
Demitrius Jacks
Mark Pugh

Rich Mastrandrea
Andrew Cancellier
Cynthia Sweetland
Rebecca Rauch
Kris Holmes
David Harwell
Kathleen laccabacci
Mariann Verheyen
Hillary Derby
Virginia Aldous
Denise Wallace
Therese Beck
Shannon Temple
Amy Neuitt

Anita Canzian
Kim Dickinson
Susann Schauld
Paula Schaffer
Kathleen Heller
Paula Schaffer
Yvette Zien-

Brian Dawson
Henry Sume

Sid Bennett

Tom Lok

Todd Williams

Ed McDermid
Wendy Joseph

Special thanks to Stephanie Gerkens, Mike Yocum and Ryan Koharchik.



