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FOUOATIONS FOR CHRtSTIAN BEXIBF IK 'JAPAN

Th© last oommission of Christ, ”00 ye and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them ’in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
■Spirit:’ teaching them to observe all things whatse- 
ever i commanded yon: and lo,‘ I am with yon always, 
eve'n unto the end of the world"^, has been the Inspir- 
atTo'n' for .every truly- Christian missionary enterprise 
since the .beginning. Some have rejected' the words as 
being from the lips of Jes'ns; yet whether they ar© 
accepted, or-not, it was the, spirit of Christ. And 
from the time bf Christ on earth, the 'Christian 
truth has never lacked nhampions among heathen 
peoples. YOt Christ only gave the commission, he has 
left it to those -who would take up his Cross to 
work out the details of adaptation. This is the- task 
of the missionary enterprise.

The- object of the missionary enterprise is to 
temper the lives and civilization of heathen peoples. 
The end in view is not to overturn the old order 
of civilization where ever the new mes'sag© of Jesus 
Christ is being preached. Rather, the objective of



Christian missions^ is oonstruotive. It builds from 
tho inside out, it transforms the heart and has. 
faith that th^ civilization will ultimately become 
Christian. Such was the essence b'f Christ’s teach­
ing? He did not enter into the matter of regulating 
the details of life so much as he emphasized right 
attitudes towards all things that arise in life. The 
gospel is capable of application for all times and 
all peoples. The fundamental reason for this fact'- 
is that Christianity is a matter of soul attitudes. 
Christian love does not prefer one language above 
another, it does not set one race above another. The 
universal element in all Christian peoples is the 
spirit of Christ. This is the reapoh that the 
Christian enterprise has succeeded, and this is the 
basis- of hope for the missionary enterprise. 'This 
fact of attitudes, rather than regule^on of details 
of civiliza.tions, must be always kept uppermost if 
the permeating* influence of the Christian message is 
to be’.felt to the--fullest extent.. Just as soon as 
Christianity is confused in its content with West- *
erh civilization its power will be impASred, for it 

does not require deep insight to see that so-called



j ’’Christian nations" are not always dominated by -the
I' spirit of Christ. The Gpspe'L of Christ and the oivi- 
• lizations of "Christian nations” must Be kept dis-I

[ tinot. The successful missionary must be able to
!•

’f-ise above, his own-hationaiit^, if. it bb not per-
J feet, and be an advocate of an attitude of soul that
I
’ will make all men brothers ih Jesus Christ.
I
J Christian missions are not expeditions sent
(
I forth for conquest, to destroy fjaiths and ideals of
I life that differ from Christianity, and then to
i ..[ impose the creed of the Church and ideals of the
I West. The missionary enterprise has never degener­

ated into such egotistical proselyting. However, it
i has no't always been easy to regard other faiths in-
j. any other light than that of -enemies, which must be•
• exterminated, if Christ is 'to stand supreme. There iS', »
S ofcourse, .a sense' in which other beliefs must be .
I destroyed in order that the true conceptions of 'life y
I be established. But the Christian method is not to
j destroy the outer temple of hea’theni’sfip W'ile the

! heart of the .worshipper .remains true to his gods.
I' Rpther, the heart of the,-idolater must he elevated
■ before the idol can be cast -down-. Christian missions



demand that he leave his "carved ghds", but seek' 
•\to retain that spark of divine fire, the ^ense of an 
J o'bligation “to a Supreme Being. It must be upon this 
I that the Christian missionary enterprise builds. And 
! stioh is our thesis in this discussion of the "Pound- 
i
I ations for Christian belief in Japan". The missionary 
goes ^orth not to impose a creed, but to evoke a

if
4 richer faith, not to destroy but to fulfill. In “a 
r'
' sentence, the soul of the missionary enterprise- is 
i’j* not to destroy the existing order of heathen nivili- 
j{
! zation,- but to seek out those foundations suiVable -J
i ’for Christian beli'ef and build upon them a Christian 
f
]j -structur'e of'and in the civilizatipn.it find's, 
I trusting that the zeal of-Christian love will, burn 

ft .out the dross, of idolatry', hatred, and misery^. If 
1 the only o'bject of the missionary enterprise is to 
: plant the seeds of ^!?e$tern civilizatioh throughout i
1 the world, the cj^lo might reply that the harvest
I
I would hot be >worth the, labor, t
I ^Hhe‘ nature of the missionary enterprise in 
iL optimistic. Pessimism is foreign to the spirit and 
I'^commlssion of Christ. If ever there was an excuse

H for pessimism', Christ; himself had that -excuse, for

civilizatipn.it
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his mission to his own day and people had oomparstive- 
ly little material or visible effect. Yet he' knew 
that the leaven had been deposited. And the basis for 
optimism was that his message was spiritual, not* 
material. He knew -that it was not necessary to ohangb

* c 

governments in order that his gospel be made to work 
in the- hearts of men. And so it is with the mission- I

t 

ary enterprise. The success of the gospel message 
preached in heathen lands will not depend upon mater- 
phange. Optimism is the very nature of' the missionary 
enterprise and it must continue to be so, for- there 
is no work that requires so much effort and sacrifice 
and which' ‘brings so little material and visible re­
turns from time tO time. It is said that the mission­
ary field, which "we are 'about to consider, is a most 
difficult prob'iem; but we must approach the problem 
with all faith that "there are foundations for Christ­
ian belief in Japan, or else our whole study will
•prove empty.

There is another premise which we need to lay 
down before we nan enter into a fruitful study of 
the missionary problem.' It is this, that we must 
look upon Japan’s missionary problem with sympathy.



Two leaders in the interpretation of Japan to Amer- 
loans have been severely criticised because they 
have done this very thing. Of Sidney L. Guliok It is 
said that- he iooks upon everything with ’’Japanese' * 
eyes". And of Lafoadio Hearn it is said that he - 

i. 
alienated himself from his own country and became a 
Japanese. And perhaps these statements are true. But 
who has done mote' to present the cause of Japan, which 
side has been sb woefully neglected in American 
obmment, than Gulick? And hear what a Japanese, Dr. 
M^obe, has to say of Hearn - "the most eloquent 
and truthful interpreter of the Japanese, mind". The 
goal of Christian missions is .to -present the truths 
of Jesus Christ’ so that, they wi-11 be received by 
Japanese -minds. The Western interpretation does not 
make- strong enough appeals So, from the missionary 
viewpoint, 'the appeal must be to and through the 
Japanese mind;. It is this premise that we lay down 
while We hre seeking the foundations- for Christian 
belief i“n the Japanese mind and li^e. Any other 
viewpoint fails. Por example, Aftontaville Flowers, of 
California, has been unable’ to see the Japanese 
through any other than "American eyes". Because the



Japanese is of different color and stature, acts 
differently, and has different ideals, he sees him 
as nothing but a aaenace to the future of the American 
and V/estern civilization. What he needs to under­
stand is that in the Japanese there are possibili­
ties for a Christian civilization just as good, poss­
ibly better than our own. And so it is the purposd 
of this discussion to try to sympathize with the 
Japanese viewpoint, not to 'the exclusion of the 
principles of righteousness and justice, but possibly 
to the exclusion of a narrow interpretation of 
Western civilization.

Differences in Occidental and Oriental civili­
zations do- exist. To every traveler from the West 
into the Par East comes this feeling of a different 
world. Kipling has the essence of this in his lines: 

Eor East is East, and West is West: 
And never the twain shall meet.

But the problem of the Christian missionary is not to 
make the two meet in the kind of unity here referred 
to. Economically, socially, politically Japan may 
never be upon the same- basis as are the Western 
nations. Yet the missionary of Jesus Christ is inter-



eated in makifig th© ^Tast and West meet in Christian 
brotherhood, in the attitude of love and service. 
Someone has completed the thought of Kiplihg by add­
ing thia verse:

But Christ, is Christ, and rest is rest,
And love, true love must greet.
in East and West hearts crave for rest;

I
And so the twain shall meet,.

The East still East, the West still West, -
At Love’s nail-pierced feet.
Sidney L. Gulick, i-n his lengthy book "The 

Evolution of the Japanese", points out in detail the 
oharaot'eristios of Japanese mind, life; and institu­
tions, religions, and customs. He notes many things 
that seem Strang© to' Occidentals, characteristics 
which seem to have their roots deep in physiological 
and psychological differences. Yet the conclusion of' 
his whole survey is that these can be explained from 
a sociological viewpoint. The Oriental nations - 
India; China, Korea, Siam, Japan have grown up in 
iaqlatioh. -Th© result has been a distinct Oriental 
civilization that has been builded throughout the 
centuries, becoming a very part of physical and



mi»4- mental Life. The same has taken place in the
West. The two have been brought into contact t"hrough 
modern commercial intercourse. The East has absorbed, 
-more from the West than the West from the East be­
cause the We&t has a more highly developed civiliza­
tion. Yet the centuries of Oriental isolation will 
never be forgotten in their effect. -This social 
heredity will always modify every Oriental custom 
and temper every Occidental idea that is. taken into 
Japan. And again we find the thesis of our dis­
cussion'; that Christianity must seek foundations 
within Japanese life itself, not hoping to import 
ready-made ’’Christian ideas”, nor to be too sure of♦ 
the bent Japanese Christian thought should 'take. The 
social heredity of, the Japanese has been different 
from ours, and the reactions of the Christian 'teach­
ings Will be correspQndingly different.

The subject of this dis'cussion is closely re- 
lated to the object, spirit, and viewpoint of the 
missionary enterprise,. "Foundations for Christian 
Belief in Japan” may'be an 'assuming subject, for in 
it is the idea of confidence that the missionary 
enterprise will find in Japan something upon which



to build. But as we have attempted to set forth, 
there can be no missionary campaign without odnfidence 
and optimism.

In carrying out this study we shall make five 
main divisions social and podhomic, political, 
philosophical,^ psychological, and religious founda­
tions for Chrisijian beliof in Jap^n. These divisions 
may seem arbitrary, and it may be difficult to keep 
the divisions clear cut at times. Yet this is to be 
expected for there are no such clear cut divisions 
in life- One interest of life blends into another. 
The influences of our philosophy and our religion 
cannot always be differentiated. Neither can the 
results accruing from our economic and social, envir­
onment always be distinguished from the influences 
of our religion. Therefore, when we discuss life we 
oiannot hope to proceed with the exactness of soien- 

■j 9
tiflc ’analysis. The purpose” of these five divisions 
is that' they may act as guides, an'd it is the hope 
that -under these heads we may group the main ideas 
-that serve as the foundations for Christian belie’f 
in our missione-ry enterprise.

"The present age rests upon the shoulders of
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the past", sb we ate told. And this is true, yet 
j more ,tru.e of the oenturies past that the present.
I We have made snoh remarkable progress during tjie 
j past hundred years that 'it is. sometimes difficult' to
I recognize the modern man aS the direct producV of* 
the past. And this idea is seemingly more 'true' of 
Japan, for the Japan of today .is not the product* of 
the Japah of yesterday. So many currents of progress 
have flowed into the life of Japan from without that 
a study of the .present conditions cannot be based 
upon the past. The idea is so well set forth in a

. personal letter from a Japanese boy, who is now in 
Harvard, that .! shall quote, "My parents live in a 
li'ttle isolated village of northern Japan. They can !• t
hardly imagine what my Amer-ican college has done for 
me. When I think of ^that portion of my life in 
noTthern- Japaij; in o'omparison with my present state,
I seem- tos^myself to havb traveled through the lights

I and shadows of four "thousand years". The point 'is 
that we must be primarily interested in the present 
as the basis of Christian approach. It is not our 
purpose to leave out altogether the historical.

I element from our discussion, but to make it subor-
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dinate. Japan has progressed too much during the 
past fifty years th place much significance in its 
ancient history. This idea iSrill come out frequently 
"in the disdussion.

'The approach to o.ur problem will not be that of 
the critical student of comparative religions, bdt 
rather it will be from the practical viewpoint of 
the foreign missionary who is intent upon changing 
men’s" lives. We are interested 'in any facts that lead 
to that e'ndrf Paul, the first great missionary, had 
the spirit when he said, ”T6 the weak I' became weak,

I that I might gain 'the weak: I am become all things to 
all men, that I may by all means save sOme".

1. Social and economic foundations.
Christianity is the only religion that has de­

veloped a social gospel. It is a religion of the. 
whple .ll(fe and' it recognizes tthat salvation cannot

I be developed out of an inward experience alone. 
Therefore, when Christian prinoijples begin to work 
in a community all interests of life are effected 

t
j and move forward with the inward religious emotions, 

’The teachings of Jesus do not take root and grow in 
any environment. It is necessary to lay well the I 

------ -------------------------------- ------------------ -------------------------- --------- - --- . .. .,J, ................   1
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' foundations for Christian belief in the social and 
economic life of the community. A consideration of 
this phase of the missionary field should therefore 
be' of primary Importance, especially in a material-

i istic age such, a's the present.
I I**

It may be well to look backward into th© econom-
I ic and -social history of Japanese life in order that 

, we may see the' old order that has' influenced the 
i present day.' The most significant historical fact is 

feudalism. W. E. Griffis says that feudalism has
„ existed .no where in such absolute form as in Japan 

►I during past centuries. There has been absolute
j dependence of the vassal upon the feudal rojrd for- 
everything - food, protection, government, social

! customs, religion. There is not much aliVhentic hist-  
ory of Japan up' to the seventh century, A.l* Most 
historical information has depended upon tradition.. 
It seems that there had been a very Ipose political 
unity among groups. In the seventh century, however, 
there was a movement to draw these groups together 
under feudal lords. The emperor, because of his 'myth­
ical origin fro’m ^the gods, remained the absolute 
sovereign in theory, .yet the actual power passed into
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the hands of no-ble families who set up puppet mikados. I
After this had continued for three or four centuries

I great military leaders arose. The wars between ooh- 

tending factions favored the development of the 
feudal system in that it compelled lesser leaders to 
ally theoSselves with more powerful leaders. The great 
nobles or .daimyos in the fortified castles became»

j more and more powerful. Their retainers- formed the

I
 military caste of samurai, whose influence upon the 

social life of, Japan we shall notice later. ?or 
many centuries Japan was' parcelled out among' great

I Olahs', the chiefs of which professed great loyalty
I to the sovereign. It is pointed out by Otis Cary
I that the daimyos were to Japan what the, Macduffs, 
jMacdonalds, Carapb.e-lls, ^nd Douglases, of Sir-Walter 
I Scott’s stories, were to Scotland. And such a system 
• could, not 'endure for ten centuries without having a 
lasting influence upon modern economic life in Japan.
The chief element of the old feudalistic spiriV left 
is the sense of loyalty and dependence upon the upper .
iclasses upon the part of the lower. There may not be 
anything in the survival of this old clas’S system

i that would directly militate against the progress of
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Chrigt'ianity in Japan, yet when people have allowed 
others above them ttwiB to think and act for them in 
the important things of life f,or so long, it is not 
easy to establish a new faith without the staunch R
cooperation of those leaders. And so far the leaders 
of Japan, as a class, have not given their personal 
assent to Christianity. 

•<
The other influence out of the past that has an 

important bearing upon the missionary enterprise is 
Bushido-. The 'Classic work in "English -explaining this 
cultural system is that of Dr. Nitobe', "Bushido the 
Soul of Japan". It is impossible to give a careful 
review of this book in the brief space of this dis- 
nussions., Tet it is not the content of Bushido that 
we .are bo much interested in as its spirit. .Dr. 
Nitobe has, dfcpusse a Japanese "prejudice. Se has 
selected .th< highest- vitlittes of Japanese ethics, 
•and incorporated, these in the Bushido spirit of the 
old samurai/ Al’though he'admits that the system is 
founded in Shinto, Buddhism, and Confucianism, yet 
he placed the whole ethical tenor of Bushido upon a 
plahe that is higher than any of its sources. Among 
the elements of Bushido he includes rectitude.



justice, oojirage, the spirit of daring and bearing, 
benevolence, sympathy for those in- distress, polite­
ness, veracity and sincerity, honor, duty o.f loyalty, 
self-dontrp^l; All of these are indeed noble virtues, 
yet It seems that Dr. Nit'ob© has idealized these 
Japanese virtues in theory. They may exist in Bushido 
but .surely not' in the hearts of the common men. If 
they did exist there, there would not be- the emptiness 
of religious life that -exists in* non-christiaii' Japan. 
On the other hand, the missionary enterprise surely 
has a foundation upon which it may build in Bushido. 
There is no hostile element in it. save possibly ap 
over-emphasi'zed sense of loyalty to the Emporer who 
Is' officially a- Shintoist. To heject Bushido would be 
tp r,ejeQt one of the greatest ssse.ts that Christian 
missions has to build upon - thd-t of loyalty to a 
.few good'pfinoiTl®^3 • 'If the love of Christ takes 
hold upon ^the heart of a samufa’i, -the unrefined 
elements! in his Bushido s^^irit will surely be burned 
out. Dr. Nitobe is right in that he claim's virtue for 
the cultural, system that has grown out of the rela­
tionships between sam'urai. The wonder of it all is 
that- an ethical system of so' much value has grown



out of the empty religiong life of Japan in the past.
In these two elements - feudalism and Bnshido, 

both of which are closely related to the idea of 
.loyalty - we have the essence of the influence of the 
past upon the mi-ssionary enterprise in Japan. As was 
stated iti the introduction, the important thing ^rom 
the standpoint of Christianization is the fact of 
the present flux to a new ofder. This is more true 
of the social and economic foundations for Christian 
belief than any othef. The past fifty years, in fact 
the‘past five years, have brought so much of change 
in the social and economic' order that the interests 
of Christian missions must be largely a,b'^orbed in 
such qnestiops. There are thr^e or four facts in the 
present 'social and economic life of Japan that we 
should consi.der - the industrial quickening, the 
social unrest,^the' moral degradation, and the educa­
tional attainments o^ th^e -Japanese people. In build­
ing a program for the establishment of the principle's 
of Jesus Christ in the. lives of these people, such 
'social and e’conomio foundations cannot be ignored.

Prom earliest times Japan has been an agricul­
tural nation. Tlxe people were more or less evenly
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I distributed over the country industriously tilling
iI, the ’soil, and they weYe protected apd provided -for by 
their feudal lords. Such'were the eoonpoilo conditionsA
Up unti‘1 fifty years ago. But a wave of industrialism

I has swept over the hopntry, espeoislly during the,

last five.-yearp.parry literally. hundre.,ds of thous-
‘ y ~ •»ands of people dut.o'f thpir’ peaceful -rural life into

! the great factory centersWe do not want to be con- 

earned sb much .with aiatfstics in this discussion
|.,-as. with the .inere ^fact, that the movement is enormous
f -in aize and it carries many far reaching sohial 
I
I influence's-, ^pkyo' has grown from less than a millioh 
4
! to o.ver three millions in thirty-five years. The'
I 
j

.great cities of Yokohama, Kobe, Osaka have leaped
’’ from towns of a .few thousand to great industrial 
centers. -The'reports o^ the increase of factories

I Indicate thaf “manufacturing has increases at a
I
j tremendbus rate during the War. There are aspects of
[ this phenomenal growth that are encouraging for the 
future of Japan. In the first plahe, the population 
.of the Islands is increasing .at the rate of half'a 
million "a year. If Japan can become a manufacturing

p nation, it will be possible for this expansion to
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•

e-

continue for many years before the problem of emi­
gration becomes acute. Furthermore, through the 
increase of manufacture Japan is taking her place 
besides the leader^ of the world in commerce. Every 
financial report during these days of business re- 
construot-ion has some comment upon the place Japan 
is making for her-self in world commerce. Those that 
are interested in the welfare of Japan rejoice over 
this advance in material prosperity. But there is 
another side to the question of industrial expansion 
when we come to look at iT for the individual man’s 
welfare. The new industrialism of the past century 
has come into Japan unaccompanied by the humanitarian 
spirit. Employefitf have become machines in common with 
other material equipment'. Industrial disease, acci- . * 
dent, and -injustice has followed in the wake of the 
liew industrialism. Then, the cities have not grown 
fast enough to adequately house this mass of in­
rushing factory workers. Men and women, boys and

1 girls are living in frightful quarters - small, unsan­
itary, immoral in environment. Along with all this 
has come the evil of employing women and children in 
the indusrties with long and unhealthful hours.

•

i
i
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Another aspect of this new spirit in Japan is 
the social unrest. Hone of the enlightened nations of 
the world have been able to stand by and observe the 
new spirit of democracy and the. assertion of justice 
for every man without being stirred with the same 
impulses. Today there is a movement to give a wide- 
spreading suff*rage to men in Japan, a thing that 
would have been beyond thinking a few years ago. This 
spirit of unrest has made itself felt in a more cer­
tain way during the past year in the "rice riots”. 
These never reached large proportions, yet they were 
effective protests against low wages and rising cost 
of living. Many rich men,- including the Emp^rer, have 
seen the hand writing on the wall and have contri­
buted '..towards the .alleviation of -these conditions. 
There has been an ever-increasing number of strikes 
among the factory employees, and an'increasing self- 
con'soiousness* of the la’borin’g class. These various 
aspects of unrest are of Interest to Christian missions 
for upon these conditions the missionary enterprise 
must build.

The darkest aspect of the social situation in 
Japan is undoubtedly the immorality. The status of
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womanhood has never been high among the Japanese 
(in spite of the fact that many writers claim other­
wise), and with the coming of the nev/ social and 
industrial order, immorality has become aggravated. 
The story of the geisha girls is familiar to all 
those who have read or visited Japan. These seeming­
ly innocent entertainers have undermined the sdcial 
purity of nearly the whole manhood of Japan. Another 
agency of immorality is licensed prostitution.. The 
Government carries out a system by which several 
thousand prostitutes are under the protection of the 
law. It is not wholesome to bring into this discus­
sion figuijes of comparison with our own country’s 
social purity, for the case might not be entirely 
against Japan, Yet the fact remains that immorality 
is undermining the race purity of the Japanese 
people to a degree, that the leaders of the nation 
are alarmed. One of the great tasks of 'the mission­
ary enterprise is to Ifft the .moral tone of this 
people through the purifying agepcy of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.

We have noted so far a number of facts that 
throw shadows upon the prospect of missionary work
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in Japan - the industrial quickening with its acoom- 
paning economic -disorders, the social unrest growing 
out of injustice and oppression, the flagrant immor­
ality which has sprung forth from social relation­
ships untemptred by Christian love -• all these are 
obstacles in the way of, Christian progress. Yet there 
is one bright aspect of the missionary outlook, and 
that is the high educational attainments. This is a 
great foundation upon which the missionary enterprise 
is to build. It is claimed by the Government ‘that 
ninety-eight percent of the children are in school. 
Yei; it has been an educational system entirely lack­
ing in religious or moral instruction. The result at 
the present is that most educated Japanese are 
without religious faith. As we shall point out later, 

t

the established religions of Japan are barren and 
lack the content necessary to grip the educated mind.. 
It is through this lack that Christianity may find 
its entry into the Japanese mind in the future, for 
the principles of Christianity will stand the light 
of education. The people of Japan have no inherent 
prejudice against Christianity. Already there is a 
dissatisfaction with the atheism and the agnosticism



of the past half century. When the tide of religious 
thought turns, it is then that the intellectual 
content of Christianity will make its strong appeal. 
So the missionary enterprise has a great asset in 
the educational attainments of the Japanese people.,

Japan is not waiting with yearning and- expecta­
tion for the preaching of the gospel of Christy there 
is no such subjective desire in the soul of Japan. 
The social and economic interests are great and as 
obstacles they seem to present a barrier between the 
bearers of the message and the needy Japanese people. 
But herein is the challenge to Christianity. It is 
in the presence of need that the Gospel Is glorified. 
The- great physical -and spiritual needs have sounded 
-the 6all to service. Such ^was the attitude of Jesus 
and of Isaiah and of the whole line of followers who 
have ministered to'tjie needs of a broken world. "And 

Kthere was delivered-unto Jesus the book'Of the pro­
phet Isaiah. And he opened the book, and found the 
place where it was written.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. 
Because he anointed me to preach the’ tidings

to the poor:
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He hath sent me to proclaim release to the 
captives.

And recovering of sight to the blind,
TO set at liberty them that are bruised',
To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord". 

"They that are in health have no need of a physician 
but they that are, sick. I am not come to call the 
righteous but sinners to repentance".

II. Political‘foundations.
Political influences are always Olosely alli'ed 

to the social and economic, so that it is difficult 
to trace definitely the cause of certain facts. The 
political conditions have had 5^*direct bearing, 
upon the welfare of the people in the past than in 
the present, for the old autocracy touched life in 
more of detail than dnes.the modern democratic gov­
ernment .

This fact is evident in otfjr study of the past 
4iistory of Japan from the missionary viewpoint. Feud 
alism of the old samurai system made the propaganda 
of Christianity impossible. Those below the samurai 
did very little thinking for themselves. There was 
no opportunity for the individual religious exper-
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ienoe and. initiative. The vassal believed whatever his 
.samurai lord, believed.

Another element in the old political situation 
bf Japan that made Christian missions impossible was 
the Shinto belief in the divine origin of the Emporer 
and the destiny of the Japanese people as-rulers of 
the world. Izanagi and Izanami were the divine pro­
genitors of the race, and this idea was a part of 
their religious belief. Huoh a worship,- which embrased 
all authority, was sufficient to prevent all aggres­
sions of the Christian movement. And this le<d to the 
"closed door" policy of Japan which was carried out 
so' effectively up until 1868 when Perry gained- ad­
mission. Bo heathen nation of the world presented -such 
a formidable barrier to the missionary enterprise as 
did Japan in the past. All Christian attempts haKffail- 
ed and had been abandoned long before moder^n times. 
It is recorded that some Catholic missionaries did 
gain a foothold in the south part of Japan in the 
fifteenth century, when the daimyos were drawing to­
gether their clans, but these Christians were massa­
cred. Bo serious attempts were made after that to 
establish Christian missions until the opening of the

•



of the century just past. The political barrier in 
Japan against Christianity was almost complete.

But the past and the present of Japan’s political 
life are as different almost as the past and present 
economic order. Whereas the past attitude of the rul­
ers made the missionary enterprise impossible, the 
,present offeas no direct opposition. It is true that 
Christl-anity has no positive encouragement from the 
government, yet there is nothing in the political 
atmosphere that is distinctly unfavorable to the 
missionary enterprise. When Japan determined to open 
the door to western civilization, she realized that 
Christianity was an inseparable element in Western 
institutions, although such was not a conscious re­
cognition. Christianity'never has, in'th? new era, 
encountered official opposition,

There are somejthings in the internal political 

situation of Japan that are undoubtedly unfavorable 
to Christianity. The chief thing to which we refer 
is the growing spirit of democracy and- the failing 
confidence in military might. When Germany fell, 
Japan’s idol fell. Japan had builded a perfect dupli­
cate og Germany in ideals, army and navy, and politi-



oal attitude. When G-ermany was defeated, at so great a 
cost, the world saw that such a spirit of force could 
never ultimately dominate. It is true that some have 
not yet learned the lesson. But to those whd analyze 
the effect of the Great War the final result will 
realize that the granduer of the throne upon which 
militarism sat has faded. And Japan has learned this 
lesson, in part at least. It comes from authentic 
sources lihat military training is fast becoming dis­
tasteful to the young manhood of Japan. There is 
constant, agitation for universal manhood suffrage, 
which will ultimately prevail. Ip keeping with this 
spirit is the coming into office of a very democratic 
■spirited man as Prime Minister, Mr. Hara. All these 
things pave the way for the missionary enterprise; 
all these things point to. the day when the individual 
man* with whdm Christ's teachings must deal, will 
assert himself. There is much hope in the new demo­
cratic spirit that is moving Japan.

It would be impossible to proceed far into a 
discussion of Japanese politias without reference to 
her external policy. It would be a happy privilege 
for those who would criticise Japan in favorable light
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only, if they oould avoid, disoussicrn of Japan’s policy 
in Koreacand China. We must face the fact that Japan 
has not carried out a pplicy of Christian statesman­
ship in Korea, or-Manchuria, or Shantung, or Siberia. 
It is’ not our purpose to defend Japan's foreign policy. 
Those who have been compelled to answer the charges 
against Japan have recourse in the fact that those in 
control of the Government today d6 not represent the 
highest type of manhood in Japan. The element in
Japan that has already felt the warming glow ojf Christ- 
tian truth is still very much in the minority. Yet 
the leaven is planted, and here and there the’ spirit 
of Christian statesmanship, which we hope will dom­
inate in the future, -comes to light. The keynote to 
a more wholesome attitude for the world towards the 
Japanese Govennment is confidence. Japan has not ypt 
betrayed the confidence which the world has placed 
in her. There are those, even in our own country, who 
are constantly proclaiming the treachery of the 
Japanese, yet that "treachery" has not yet been dem­
onstrated. Japan has never yet sought to rule the 
world by force. It' is true that she has "dominated the
Orient. But no other nation of the Orient is as yet
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oapable of taking this leacL. This can be said to 
Japan’s everlasting credit, that she unhesitatingly 
entered the League of Nations. If she had a deep- 
dyed plot treachery to perpetrate upon the world, 
surely she would not have placed herself in such a 
League for mutual help and mutual^ control. So the 
foreign policy of Japan, even though it may have some 
dark aspects, cannot be said to be utterly out of 
harmony with the Christian movement.

The missionary enterprise in the future does not 
depend upon the political situation for its entire 
success or failure. The Kingdom of God is not that 
kind of kingdom. It works in the -hearts of men, and 
those men make up the political state. So Christian 
missions will go forward changing the hearts of the 
Japanese and trust for the rise Of a Christian state. 
The Japanese state has ,thrown open the door of the 
future to the Christian nations. It. is a challenge’ to 
Christian missions to lead on to righteousness.

III. PhilosophloaI«.-faundabhQDS-
Up to the present point of the discussion we have 

been concerned with the environment in which the
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Chridtian enterprise mast work. The social, economic, 
and political conditions of life are of paramount 
importance in molding men's lives and determining 
destinies. But in the ehd the Christian movement is 
not concerned primarily with external oond’ltions, but 
with the inward consciousness of each individual man. 
Therefore, the ultimate foundations for Christian 
belief are not to be found in environment but in the 
individual. The interest throughout the remainder of 
this discussion will be the inward consciousness of 
the Japanese man - the foundations for Christian 
belief in his philosophy, his psychic nature, and his 
religious beliefs.

In the first •place, consider the philosophical 
foundations. The practical interests o.f life do not

•* V

follow after philosophy, but rather philosophy follows 
after life,. A system of philosophy cannot be thought 
of as self-contained, isolated from an individual, 
consciousness and personal interests. Philosophy is 
but the systematization of ideas and principles that 
have been developed out of life itself. Therefore, a

I

discussion of philosophy of the Japanese has no im­
portance in our consideration unless it is used to



throw some light upon the foundations for Christian 
belief that are to be found in th© individual. Phil­
osophy i0 but the reflection of life, and Christian 
belief .cannot be builded upon a philosophy but upon 
the elements that enter into practical living. Phil­
osophy must be subordinate to religion, must serve as 
the foundation rather than the structure itself. With 
this thought in mind we may proceed to review the 
philosophy of Japan with the hope of perceiving to a 
degree what kind of a man the missionary enterprise 

has to deal with.
Japan has developed no philosophy of its own out 

of the past. There has been a pauc#ity of philosophi­
cal thinking just.as there has been a barrenness of 
reli'gious thinking. Japan can boast no indigenous 
religion, except Shinto. There have been none of the 
Oriental peoples that have been given so little to 
systematic philosophical and religious thinking as 
the Japanese. This fact is outstanding to us of the 
Occident, who can trace independent lines of thought 
coming from nearly every nation. It seems that Japan 
was absorbed in th© practical too much to trouble 
herself about the formulation of philosophical or
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theological systems. Religion and philosophy haBSfrest­
ed lightly upon them. They have seen no reason for 
absolute loyalty to any one idea. A combination of 
philosophies and religions was- satisfactory, if all 
contributed to the practical end in view. -An example 
of this is found in their attitude toward the three 
established religions - Shintoism, Buddhism, and Con­
fucianism. They have not seen the incongruity of 
holding three religious beliefs at one time, for each 
one had some practical value to contribute. And so 
.we can say that there has been no definite system of 
philosophy come out of the past history of Japan. As 
near an approach to a unified system as they have had 
has. been Confucianism. Even this wa.s imported from 
China, and very little change or development was ever 
made in it. The very lack of thought systems has made 
Japan a fertile field for outside influences. Buddh­
ism found ready believers, as did Confucianism.-The 

0 past history is not of imp^tance to this discussion 
because it has no light to- throw upon' their modern 
philosophical position.

The present is not quite so barren of philoso­
phical content as the past. TodaJ there are main

•



currents of thought that are felt among the large 
class of educated people. And this tendency has three 
outstanding characteristics that have an important 
bearing upon the subject. These are its utilitarian­
ism, its materialism, and its lack of idealism.

Since the introduction of Western influences the 
philosophical thought of Japan has been vaccinating. 
’It is often said that they change their philosophical 
allegiance with the advent of new systems from the 
West on the morning’s mail. They held firmly to Spen­
cer, then Mill, then Kiitsche - all following in 
order. One word of commendation should be given for 
them and that is thay have been bold in new ventures 
of thought. They have not beep held down by the bonds 
of conservatism. They have gone the length in order 
to find a suitable philosophy- With this fact before 
us, we must say that they have not been systematic in 
their philosophical thinking, even in this present, 
day when so many "systems" are at their command. The 
characteristic.' of their modern philosophy which 
stands out clearly is its utilitarian nature. The 
guiding motive for their thinking has constantly been 
political. They have been obsessed with the political
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granduer of the leading Ocoidental nations, and have 
made a wild search for the secret. Therefore, they 
have held one system of thinking in no more respect 
than another, if it were not directly useful.

Another characteristic of Japanese modern phil- 
‘ osophical tendency is its materialism. They admire 
the West, and the outward appearance of the West is 
undoubtedly materialistic. So they have taken the 
philosophies of materialism as the secret of material 
success. There had been no deep spiritual insight 
during the past, and so they were not qualified to 
see that the foundation of Western civilization was 
deeper than the superficial philosophy of materialism. 
It is common knowledge that Japanese thinkers, scien­
tists, statesmen, all admired Germany’ before the War.

I . ■-
They thought that the key to success was the mater­
ialism of Nettsche. But this idol has- falleh. It 
remains to be seen T?7hether or not the Japanese mind 
has comprehended the fallacy in the German method.

The third outstanding characteristic of modern 
Japanese thinking is its lack of id^eals. They have 
refused to De dogmatic in their thinking, refused to 
commit themselves to any theoretical thought system.
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Therefore-, idealism has been lacking. It is true that 
there are certain elements, such as loyalty, that have 
seemed sto take the form of ideals. But, still, such 
have not been in the form of significant and eternal 
structures. Their first loyalty has been to the State, 
the feudal lord, the Empgr^r. Loyalty itself was not 
the virtue sought after, but rather the state's wel­
fare and the favor of the gtepfirdr. So it is not sur-* 

prising that they,.have failed to see that idealism is 
the foundation upon which Christian civilization is 
builded,

Such is the philosophical background of the indiv­
idual ‘consciousness upon which the missionary enterpr­
ise ‘■must build. The key to the missionary approach in 
Japan today seenis almost', to be,, this, that the idealism 
of Christianity must make its appXeal upon a purely 
utilitarian basis and supplant the materialism through « 
its sheer usefulness. It is not surprising^ that 'Christ­
ian progress has been slow in Japan, for the centuries 
of idealistic thinking, such as the West has known from 
the time of Plato, has been lacking. Japan has made 
an attempt to interpret Christianity in terms of mat- 
erialisra and has found it empty. What the missionary
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enterprise needs is patience. The idealism of the 
J

West must be instilled into the Eastenn mind, along 
with the other elements of Western oivilikJatioh before 
Christianity will find fruitful soil. We must use 
what we have and expect, for a while”, a more or less 
materialistic interpretation of Christianity. As we 
have pointed out in the introduction, the gospel of 
Jesus Christ will burn out the dross of materialism 
if it can gain a place in the honest thinking of the 
Japanese people. There is nothing inherently opposed 
to the idealism of Christianity in their mental 
make-up. They can be Christians as well as Buddhists. 
In the following section we shall point out that 
any peculiarities of the Japanese mind may be- account­
ed for from the sociological viewpoint. Herein is the 
hope of the Christian missionary enterprise.

IV. Psychological foundations.
The element in Oriental civilization that has 

presented itself as the most formidable berrie.r to 
the miasionary campaigns, carried on by Occidental 
Christians, is probably the psychological difference. 
Missionaries have gone to their tasks without much
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consideration of philosophical difficulties; theyhave 
not been daunted by appaling social and political 
conditions; neither has heathen religion seemed to be 
a discouraging element in the missionary approach. 
The thing that has held back Christian activity in 
the Orient more than any other one thing is the dif­
ference of Oriental and Occidental psychic nature. It 
is the object of this section of our discussion to 
point out* the basis of this difference and attempt to 
show what effect it can be expected to have nppnnthe 
missionary enterprise.

differences of mind do exist. The Westerner feels 
it as soon as he comes into the presence of the man 
from the East; and, no doubt, vice versa. This dif­
ference has .been ‘the theme of many literary produc­
tions. It has often been presented as a barrier in­
surmountable as physical differences. There is in 
every man a certain antipathy tXowards another race, 
and this difference of psychic nature has been con­
sidered an essential pert of the emotion. And it can 
not be- denied that differences do exist, and that it 
takes years of association with Orientals to overcome 
this feeling. So this psychological problem is one of
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importence to the missionary enterprise.
A discussion of the psychological differences 

migh.t carry us into a very interesting observation of 
Japanese characteristics. Gulick has produced the 
classic work for English speaking people in this 
field. He points out the- sensitiveness to environment, 
hero worship, abdication, suspiciousness, jealousy, 
revenge, ambition, conceit, fickleness, stolidity, 
stoicism, memory, indirectness, imagination, etc. 
This list might be indefinitely extended, but we are 
not so much interested here in just what these pecu­
liar psychological characteristics are as in the 
possibility of building Christian belief upon the 
foundation of the Japanese mind. What we desire to 
show hereris that there is. nothing in the mental 
nature of the Japanese that makes Christian belief 
impossible.

For a long while psychologists expounded the 
theory that there was a '"race mind" for each racial 
group, just as there was a physical body for each 
racial group. This view has gradually given away 
before the light of research into the effect of the 
environment upon the body and the mind. The races of



mankind are different ffom one another not in essent­
ial physical organization. All differences, even 
though they may appear great, are only superficial 
and may be explained from a socialdgical point of 
v-iew of'environment. This is just the. process that 
psychological investigation i-nveotigation has follow­
ed. These racial differences of mind, great and deep 
rootefll as the may seem, can be explained from the 
sociological point of view of environment, also. 
Psychic nature is controlled and follows social in­
fluences. All attempts that have been made to point 
out psychological differences, that cannot be ex­
plained sociologically, have failed. The missionary 
enterprise- is no.t*,concerned in ^he task of changing 
psychic nature of heathen peoples, but iij changing 
environment which will in turn change the psychic 
nature into a responsive recipient of Christian truth. 
It may be true that at present there are traits of 
the Oriental mind which present' barriers to Christian 
belief, but the root of the matter is not found in 
brain structure but rather in the social environment 
which has molded the psychic nature. The concern of 
the missionary over psychological difficulties need
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not go farther than this.
•The missionary enterprise must expect reactions 

to Christian truth somewhat different from the Occi­
dental reactions.- Psychologically the Japanese are 
non-dogmati’o. Philosnphically they" are n^terialists 
and the .dogmatic formation of Christian truth as it 
has come from the 'West may not be adaptable directly 
to Japanese practical life. But this is not a fact 
to be too greatly deplored, for the interpretation 
and adaptation of Christian truth has changed from 
age to age since the time of Gh’rist', and it cannot 
be asserted that the fullest meaning of Christ’s 
teachings has been attained and expr.essed in West- 
tern dogma.

With the coming of the new age of world inter- 
course thn nations will -become more and more -alike 
in sociological aspects. Christianity will have a 
■richer soil- for production when Western civilization 
with its Christian foundations becomes a part of the 
Japanese environment. It is not our intention to 
claim Western civilization to be perfect soil for 
the propagation of Christian truth, yet it is a fact 
that Western .civilization has grown out of the
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idealistic atmosphere of Christian thought. Western 
civilization has often gope far astray from Christian j 
truth and it may be that Eastern soil will ultimately 
produce .as good, if not better Christian doctrine j 
than has the West.

The psychological foundations for Christ'i-arE 
belief in Japan are not ultimate factors to be reck­
oned with. Christianity is not a matter of psychic 
function but of practical attitudes towards environ­
ment. There is-no quality of the Japanese mind or 
mental structure that will permanentlycheck the

I 1
Christian missionary enterprise. '

•V. Religious foundations.
We have-so far passed in review'"those foundations 

in the Jaj^anese thought and life upon which the 
missionary enterprise may expect to build. There has 
bean no aocdunt taken of the distinctly religious 
phase of Japanese institutions, yet mapy elemenjis of 

j their lives which h^ve already been discussed have 
to do with this. It is never possible to'draw sharp 
lines of division between the different interests of 
life, as- we pointed out in the Introduction.

II
■i ■■
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Japan is barren in religious life. Whereas some ' 
n&tiohs Jnon-christian have developed systems of .religion of 

aignifioande, Japan has remained barren. Shinto may ' 
hardly be classed as a real religion - it ampunts to 
a system of patriotism and loyalty to ancestors. 
Buddhism is grossly idolatrous, so lacking in real 
■religious value that it has vefy little ethical or 
moral influencet'in.the lives -of the people. And Con­
fucianism is professedly not a religion, only a 
system of ethical philosophy. The' first of these, only 
is indigenous to Japan, the others having been im­
ported from Asia. So when we come to make a general 
survey of religious conditions in Japan we find little 
that is o'f value upon'which the Christian enterprise 

may build,. There is very little of the mystical 
element, such as is found ,in India, which finds 
afinity with the mysticism of'the Gospel. There is 1 
little Of the objective idealism, as in China. The i 
Japanese religious consciousness is not already 
trained in these elementary religious categoties that 
have proved to be such valuable foundations /or 
missions in. other lands. 

So the study Of religious foundations cannot be



put first in importance in the survey of Japan. What 
the. missionary enterprise has to build, upon is mostly 
human need. Distinctly religious ideals hre so few 
•and so barren in content that they are mot of prime 
importance to the missionary enterprise.

Japanese religious thought i^ a composite of 
several systems. The people have fonhd' somethings 
useful, however, in the three established religions - 
in Shinto, their patriotism, in Buddhism’ their future 
hope, in Confucianism their ethics. And, furthermore, 
they have not seen the incongruity of holding faith, 
-in all three at one time. In fact it is,-said that 
some Japanese Christians have not hesitated in wor­
shipping at Shinto shrines oh'patriotic occasions. As^ 
was pointed out in the discussion of the philosophy 
of the Japanese, they are utilitarian and are willing 
to use any idea so long as it serves a practical end. 
This tolerant attitude may account for the fact that 
Christianity has not suffered persecution in Japan 
as in some other missionary fields. Only when it 
has conflicted with their patriotic ideals has Christ 
ianity suffered persecution

The conquest of Christianity in Japan will be



evolutionary rather than revolutionary. Christian 
ideals will take possession of that Empire as it 
takes up new ideas from Christian nations of the West. 
Already J^pan is more Christian than she herself real­
izes, or more than Western observers are ready to 
admit. Slowly Japan is taking up new ideas, which are 
nothing if not Christian, and the old religious ideas 
of their heathenism are sinking into disfavor..’Shinto 
is being 'turned into a mere- culture of patriotism. 
Buddhism has lost its power so is trying to imitate 
Christianity in its effort to retain it« former posi­
tion as a religious faith. And Confucianism is inade­
quate in its power to compete with the ethical and 
morel, power of Christianityr The religious foundations 
are already being ’laid in the life of Japan, uncon­
sciously perhaps. Yet it remains to the Christian 

'’campaign of evangelism to change the 'hearts of indi- 
vidual''men in order "that Christ- be establi'^lied upon 
his final throne.

The oldest religion in Japan iS; Shinto, "The 
o'f the gods".' The whole land is full of Shinto' ahrines 
that are supported by the Government. The cult has g 
grown up around the idea of anoestor worship, oulmi-



nating in reverence paid to the Icuperial line both 
living and d.Gad.. In thia idea of ancestor worship, is 
s suggestion of the existence of a soul and of immor­
tality. These have been exaggerated by some comment­
ators upon the virtues of Japanese, religion, however. 
It may be said in favor of Shinto that it is a spirit­
ual worship and that its shrines' are free -from images. 
It has prayers and hymns directed towards deities and 
-Spirits in the .anOient language which not many of the 
people understand. There are also sacrifices, at one 
time including human victims, but now confined tp 
rice, fish-, and other food. Shinto has much to say 
about defilement, .mostly physical, and this idea has 
been carried over into the conception of sin. The 
Empfiror performs the.- act of '"Purification” for the 
nation once a year. The great' advantage that Shinto 
lias‘ is that it is’ supported and indorsed by the 
Gbvernment. But it is so barren of valuable religious 
content that it has in modern times tended to degen­
erate into a mere agency for the progagation of pat­
riotism. Shin’to is rot given io contemplative' thought, 
but rather to careless and light-hearted enjoyment 
of temporal and passing things of life.



It is here that- Shinto differs greatly from 
Buddhism. The latter starts from the fact of suffer­
ing in life and builds upon the idea of the indestruc- 
tability of human personality through death, v^hidh 
leads to a belie.f' in the future existence of the soul. 
The, absolute law of cause and effect makes it imposs­
ible to escape suffering, until the desires and the 
passions of the present life are overcome, when there 
ma'y be an escape from the endless cycle of suffering 
In this series of lives. This'is the substance af 
Buddhism as it has been studied by a few Japanese 
scholars of. the Sanskrit. But this is not the popular 
Buddhism of the commo'n man of Japan. The complex 
ways of thought of pure Buddhism are too subtle fo?' 
the average mind. Almost forty sects have grown out' 
of the Buddhistic religion in the attempt to inter- 
pret the cobiplex thought to the simple minded Japan­
ese. P'ieters- deshrib'es the Buddhism that does exist 
in Japan as "an idolatrous system presenting as 
religious elements na'ture, worship .and ancestor worsh­
ip, absorbed from Shinto, Hindooism, and .other 
sources; worship of imaginary deities who were origi­
nally personifications of th© virtue of Buddha; and
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saint worship, wherein especially the founders of the 
sects have prayers and worship addressed to them". 
Buddhism makes a great’ impro-vemeut over Shinto in 
placing significance upon deeds in the present life 
as they are related to the future state of happiness. 
.Salvation and sin are implied in Buddhism. In its 
worship elaborate temples with gorgeous rites and 
ceremonies are employed. It embraces orders of monks 
and uses the parish system, has congregational sing-

I ing and popular preaching. In fact, it is said 'that 
Buddhism 'is' employing many Christian means of organ­
ization for^the conversion of non-believers to its 
faith.

The other agency of religious significance in 
,J«ipan is -Confucianism. This cannot be called a 
religion, yet it has had so much to do. with the for* 
mat-ion of' Japanese, moral character that it* deserves 
a place in our diffcussion. It has aided Shinto and 
Buddhism so much that it may be classed among the 
other religious inflae'noes. The Chinese classics have 
been the text books for many centuries and' the influ­
ence of Confucdua^b writing is continually coming to 

[light. There is no distinct organ of Confucianism 
,!
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today, yet its influence is deep rooted in the moral 
nature of the Japanese. The substance of this ethical 
system is found in loyalty of the lower to the high­
er. There were five relationships emphasized by Con­
fucius. They were these: lord and retainer, father 
and son, 'husband and wife, elder brother and younger 
brother, friend and friend. In all of these the ideal 
of devotion to the' superior was of greatest import­
ance. And now we can begin to see where Bushido found 
the various elements that formed its code of honor - 
in Shinto its devotion to ancestors and Emporer, in 
Buddhism its stoicism and utter abandonment of the 
present life, and in Confucianism the element of 
loyalty and, devotion.

In this review of the three -great religious rel­
igious systems of Japan we have seen various elements 
of valuer To cast all heathen -religions out as value­
less ’because of their deflects would not be fair. If 
W such a method were applied to the Christianity as, 
represented by the various creeds and churches it 71 
might prove* disastrous to our faith. What we need to 
do Is to admit elements of value, even though meagBr 
and undeveloped, in the heathen religious attainments.
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j What we must constantly keep in mind is that whatever , 
any heathen nation has to boast of they can attribute 
to the uplifting power of their imperfect faiths.

I Their religions are but "the broken lights of Christ”*

I they are lacking in the fullness of truth which i^ 
revealed in Christ. We cannot go all the way with Mr. J 

i
I Harada who sets forth the virtues of the composite 
faith of Japan in his work entitled "The Faith of 
Japan”. .It is a. typical, yet Christian, treatment of 
the highest virtups of which Japan can boast in her 
religious faiths. Harada points out the fact that in 
their "kanji” ’theYe is a fairly' perfect oohpeption of 
the Supreme Deity; that in "michi" thay have a oon- 

1^ vcept.i'on similar ;t,o the logos idea of John; that in 

"satori’*- there ia an intelleuctual thirst for enlight- i 
enment; that in ”.sukui" there is a suggestien of the 
.Christian d^ntrine of salvation; and that in "murai" 

. the ilea of the-future "life is suggested.
All these elements Of virtue in the faiths of

I 
Japan She not to be passed over lightjy, for they i 

I 
do constitute a real foundation for the building of 1

I Christian belief. But these valuable elements do I
I iot exist unaccompanied by error, .they are not found i
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in the free state.- Rather they are aoGompahied by a 
mass of error that form a mighty hindrance to the 
Christian missionary enterprise'. The great orit.ioism _■ 
of the Japanese religious belief is the impersonality 
.of theW supreme being-. There is no personal relation 
between God and man, ,no idea of ^’atherhond such as 
Jesjis gave to the world, nothing to temper human and 
divine relationships with love. ■

Mr. Albertus Rieters pointe out a fact, in which 
there is much truth, concerning the -religions of 
Japan as foundations for Christian belief. It is this,- 
that even though there may be some virtues in the

- venerable teachings Of Shinto^ Buddhism, and Confuc- 
lanfsm, yet there may be a great hinderande in them.

■

because bhejr only partially satisfy the religious 
need of the Japanese people, and their appetite for 
deeper 'ahd ‘more 'comple^te truth has 'thereby bepn

1dulled. 'They would ..be ‘better off if they,, like the
Koreans, had been free of the heathen religious 
conceptiops and. could have .-builded their religious 
structure from^ the foundation up out of' pure Christ- 
i-an truth. ’Religiously there is a ’Certain amount of

1 ’self-'satis'faGtlon in the^ Japanese,. 'The Christian
-------

____________



■missionary enterprise will work nnder handicap- until 
the ancient religious influences are* overcome.

The study of the i‘eligious attainments of the 
rapes of mankind must be comparative, all must be 
fated relative to the standard of Jesus Christ, There 
has been none, except Jesus himself, who can set an 
absolute standard of measurement of value. In all 
religions there has been some element of truth, al­
though often meager. And he who has 'gone to those 
who are without the Light with the attitude of in­
tolerance and absolute superiority has missed the 
fundamental point of contact between -Christianity and 
heathenism. There is no race that has wholly missed 
the Way of T-rutli* All have seen something of the 

Divine Li^ht, ’’’even the light which lighteth every 
man coming into the world”. -In all religious faith 
that has withstood the centuries of testing, there is 
some element of truth. And so let us who go forth to 
carry -out the Great Commission remember the words of 
our Master,. "Think not thht 1 am come to destroy the 
law or the pro.phets: I osme not to destroy, but to 
fUlfll‘1”.


