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Hubert H. Humphrey, I I I , a t t o r n e y general o f Minnesota, was the main 

speaker a t a dinner i n Washington, D.C. r e c e n t l y , which was held t o acquaint 

guests w i t h Boston U n i v e r s i t y School o f Medicine's cancer research c e n t e r . 

Humphrey has been i n s t r u m e n t a l i n f u r t h e r i n g t he mission o f the Center 

which i s named i n honor o f the a t t o r n e y general's f a t h e r , the l a t e U.S. 

Senator and Vice P r e s i d e n t . 

The Center i s an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y body o f more than 100 physicians and 

other f a c u l t y a t Boston U n i v e r s i t y . Members o f i t s several working groups are 

probing the mechanisms u n d e r l y i n g the causes o f cancer, i n c l u d i n g cancerous 

changes t h a t may be brought about by chemicals, forms o f i r r a d i a t i o n , and 

c e r t a i n v i r u s e s and hormones. They are also s t u d y i n g cancer-causing chemicals 

i n the environment and i n the workplace. 

In a d d i t i o n , Humphrey Center s c i e n t i s t s are examining the r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between n u t r i t i o n and cancer, p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h respect t o the e f f e c t s o f d i e t 

on the immune system. 

Other cancer research programs under way a t the Center inc l u d e s t u d i e s on 

the b i o l o g y o f the cancer c e l l , the r e a c t i o n o f the host's immune system t o 

cancer, and such treatment methods as chemotherapy, r a d i a t i o n , surgery, and 

immunotherapy. 
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Humphrey t o l d the guests a t the dinner t h a t "thanks t o the Center's 

outreach programs w i t h h o s p i t a l s , we have improved the understanding and 

treatment o f cancer. Nurses, s o c i a l workers, medical f e l l o w s , r e s i d e n t s and 

doctors a t other i n s t i t u t i o n s are now able t o t r e a t p a t i e n t s w i t h more 

i n t e l l i g e n c e , more humanity, and more d i g n i t y . Those are also words my f a t h e r 

understood and loved." 

The a t t o r n e y general added t h a t " I f t h e r e were any way I could walk beside 

my f a t h e r today through the f a c i l i t i e s o f the new Cancer Research Center t h a t 

bears h i s name, h i s face would l i g h t up w i t h hope a t what he was seeing." 

Among the guests a t the event, which was held a t the F Street Club, was 

Joseph Tessmer, executive a s s i s t a n t t o Humphrey. 

Hosts f o r the evening were Mr. and Mrs. W i l l i a m F. McSweeny o f 

Washington. Mrs. McSweeny i s a member o f Boston U n i v e r s i t y School o f 

Medicine's Board o f V i s i t o r s . 


