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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Statement of the Problem

It is the purpose of this investigation to study the

educational background, experience, position and evaluation of

football and basketball officials of the Colored Intercollegi-

ate Athletic Association*

Scope of the Study

In order to learn more about the education, experience,

position and evaluation of football and basketball officials of
1/

the C. I* A. A* information was collected in the following

areas:

1. Number of the affiliated boards of officials and the
number of members of tnese boards in football and
basketball.

2. Educational background.

3. Officiating experience (independently and in the
C. I. A. A. )

.

4. Coaching and officiating clinics attended.

5. Present occupational position and its relation to
officiating.

6. Number of games officiated in football and in basket-
ball per season.

7. Evaluation of the C. I. A. A. officials by coaches of
the C. I. A. A. colleges and universities.

1/
C. I. A. A. is the alphabetical abbreviation for the

Colored Intercollegiate Atnletic Association.
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8, The interscholastic and intercollegiate athletic
experience in sports which the officials officiate.

Justification in the selection of this Problem

This study is deemed essential for research indicates tnat

there is strong desire for the development to the highest degree

of officials in the C. I. A. A.; and research is needed also to

build a valid source of information relative to t..e official

problems in the C. I. A. A. so tnat a realization of the problems

will not come about through trial and error, misconcepts or simi-

lar occurrences, but from actual data resulting from research

and investigation.

Related Research

In tne 1940 annual report of the C. I. A. A., commissioner
1/

H. D. Martin reported on a questionnarie sent to all tne col-

leges and universities to inform him of the officials desired by

these colleges and universities and tne ones they would not use

under any circumstances. The officials' list used in this ques-

tionnaire was made up of 67 certified approved officials and 34

certified probationary officials. From this data compiled it is

interesting to note tnat every school except one, out of a total

of 12, "black-balled" a number of officials ranging in number

from 2 to 55.

1/
Martin, H. D., "First Annual Report of the C. I. A. A.

Commissioner of Football Officials - 1939," Tne 1940 Bulletin
of the C. I. A. A. with Proceedings of the 27th Annual Meeting,
p. 30.
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The number of "black-balls" received by any official ranged from

0 to 8.

It should be understood tnat many factors controlled such

results: first, some officials were not efficient; second, tne

geographical distribution of schools and officials and the ex-

perience of the officials had to be considered,
1/

In reading the Second Annual Report of the C, I, A, A. it

is noted tnat the C. I, A, A, nas had an improved brand of offi-

ciating, as evidenced by the weekly reports from coaches and

observers.

Although there was improvement, a comparison of tne list

of officials " black-balled" by 12 colleges and universities of

1939 and 1940 show not too great improvement in this area.

Total " black-balled M number in 1939 was 292,

Total "black-balled* number in 1940 was 226,

Because of the high rate of "black-balling" of officials

a determined effort should be made by the Association to reduce

the number of officials "black-balled" on a certified list,
2/

Dr. Gladden made a comparison study of the assignments of

football officials in three other leading Negro conferences.

1/
Martin, H. D., "Second Annual Report of tne C. I. A. A.

Commissioner of Football Officials - 1940," The 1941 Bulletin
of the C, I, A, A, with Proceedings of the 28th Annual Meeting,
p. 24.

2/
Ibid, , p. 24.





This study showed that the C. I. A. A. uses a higher percentage

of its officials than any of the otner three conferences al-

though the C. I* A. A, list of officials is the largest*

Thus with research still in its infancy in the C. I. A*

A. and the important part it plays in developing a good offici-

ating system I feel that a study of this nature will help in

the growth of efficient and improved C. I. A. A. officials.
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CHAPTER II
HISTORICAL DATA ON THE COLORED INTERCOLLEGIATE

AT HLST IC ASSOCIATION

The C. I. A. A. was organized in 1912 and elected to mem-

bersuip in the following national associations in the years

indicated:

The National Collegiate Athletic Association - 1912,

The United States of America Sports Federation - 1937,
1/

President Burr of the C, I. A. A. quoted the purposes for

which this Association was organized as being:

M (l) To promote the physical welfare of the
students in colored educational institutions
of higher grade; (2) to foster athletic games
and contests in this connection; (3) to for-
mulate from time to time and to recommend
for adoption by the various authorities con-
trolling athletics in these institutions such
regulations as will tend not only to promote
clean, manly sports, but also to maintain
scholarship; (4) to adopt and enforce uniform
rules governing all games played and meets
held under the auspices of the association in
accordance with the principles of amateur
sports.

"

2/
McLendon reports:

"The C. I. A. A. of tee present is made up of
16 colleges or institutions, covering an area
of approximately 2,500 square miles, to form
the major and most compact colored college
conference. It is bordered on the north by

1/
Burr, J. H. ,

"President ' s Address to the Thirty-Fifty
Annual Meeting of the C. I. A. A.," The 1948 Bulletin of the
C, I, A, A, with proceedings of tne 3otn Annual ...ee'tin'g, p. 11.

2/
McLendon, Jr., J. B.

,
"The C. I, A. A. at the Present,"

The 1948 Bulletin of the C, I, A. A. with Proceedings of the
36th Annual Meeting, ppu 14-15.
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Lincoln University of Pennsylvania, on the
south by Johnson C. Smith University of North
Carolina, on the west by West Virginia State
College of West Virginia, and on the east by
Delaware State College of Dover, Delaware*

It has ten colleges and six universities, fif-
teen of which are co-educational, and one all
male* Eight of these institutions are state
supported; five supported by the Baptist Church,
two by the Episcopalians, and one by the Pres-
byterians; two private supported, and one
Federal supported* They cover six states and
the District of Columbia.

It has a student body of approximately 22, 000
people and the approximate number of athletes
participating yearly is 1,730* Varsity squads
on the average run from 192 in basketball to
600 in football, 39 in baseball, 210 in track,
110 in boxing and wrestling, 30 in swimming*
The average coaching staff is 3*625. The total
years' coaching experience of head coaches in
football is 250 years or more; in basketball,
150 years."

1/
Armstrong reports that:

"The historical background of the Affiliated
boards of Officials began in 1924 with the
establishment of the Eastern Board of Offi-
cials. In 1934 the Eastern Board of Officials
found that it was necessary to broaden its
membership, and it was not until 1936 that
the Affiliated Boards of Officials were or-
ganized. "

Jftstorical data does show that the C. I* A. A. is making

progress and has moved forward in the solving of its many offi-

cial problems. For example, the problem of securing competent

1/
Armstrong, R. D., "The Place of Officiating in Inter-

collegiate Athletics," The 1948 Bulletin of the C. I. A. A.
with Proceedings of the 35th Annual Meeting, pi Is.





TABLE I

NAME AND GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF T HE COLLEGES
AND UNIVERSITIES OF THE COLORED INTERCOLLEGIATE

ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

STATS AND INSTITUTION LOCATION OF
SCHOOLS

TYPE OF SCHOOL

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA:
Howard University Washington 1 Land Grant

DELAWARE:
Delaware State
Teachers College Dover 1 State Supported

MARYLAND:
Morgan State College Baltimore 1 State Supported

NORTH CAROLINA:
Agricultural and
Technical College Greensboro Land Grant

Johnson C. Smith
University Charlotte Privately Endowed

North Carolina State
College for Negroes Durham

Cl

State Supported

Shaw University Raleigh
b

Privately Endowed

Saint Augustine
College Raleigh Church Supported

Winston-Salem
Teachers College

Winston-
Salem State Supported

PENNSYLVANIA:
Lincoln University Lincoln 1 Privately Endowed

VIRGINIA:
Hampton Institute Hampton Land Grant

Saint Paul Poly-
technic Institute

Lawrence-
ville Church Supported

Virginia State
College Petersburg

f
State Supported
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TA^LS I (Continued)

STATS AND INSTITUTION LOCATION
NO.
OF

oCiiOOLS
TIPS OF SCHOOL

VIRGINIA:
Virginia Union
University Richmond Church Supported

WEST VIRGINIA:
Bluefield State
Teachers College Bluefield

o
State Supported

West Virginia
Ct

State College Institute Land Grant

This table was obtained from, "A Study of the Professional
training and duties of Physical Education Directors and Athletic
Coaches," by E* A. Corbin, Boston University, 1948. 7-8.
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and impartial officials is being considered by the C. I. A. A*

Starting in 1949 all football and basketball officials are re-

quired by the C. I, A. A. Affiliated Boards of Officials to take

annual examinations in these sports which gives evidence of pro-

gress in this direction.
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CJ.dA.PT3R III
PROCEDURE

Methods of Investigation

. The following metnods were utilized in collecting the

data incorporated in this study:

1. A study of all available C. I, A. A. research ma-
terial, bulletins, reports, and relating literature
on officiating*

2. The use of a questionnaire constructed mostly in
table form in view of brevity and simplicity, sent
to the football and basketball officials of the C.
I. A* A. to be filled out by them and returned.

3. A study of the evaluation rating of officials by the
sixteen coaches of the C. I. A. A* colleges and
universities for 1948.

The interview method was not practical because of the

geographical area involved. Therefore, it was decided that a

questionnaire was the more practical means of obtaining the

desired information.

In order to prepare a questionnaire to send to the foot-

ball and basketball officials of tne C. I. A. A., a pilot

questionnaire was mailed to several officers of the C. I. A, A*

for critical analysis. With consideration for the critical

comments made, tne final questionnaire was developed.

The questionnaire was accompanied by a letter, approved

by the Commissioner of Football of the C. I. A. A., explaining

the purpose of the questionnaire and requesting the co-opera-

tion of the C. I. A. A. football and basketball officials in
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making this study, (see appendix A and B).

The approved mailing list of certified officials used in

this study was obtained from The 1948 Bulletin of the C. I. A.

A. During the interval that followed the mailing of the ques-

tionnaires and the receiving of the returns, a period was spent

studying all the available litjrature of the C. I. A. A. and

all available literature relating to officiating.

Out of the 115 questionnaires mailed approximately a

sixty per cent return had been realized witain a month. Post

cards were then sent to the officials who had not responded.

This request brought a reply of seventeen additional returns

which resulted in a final return of seventy-five per cent.

These questionnaires were studied and the data on the

educational background, experience, atnletic acnievement, and

position were classified following accepted metnods of tabula-

tion and graphic representation.

Limitation of Questionnaire

While it is recognized taat the questionnaire method has

limitation as a research tool, there are many instances in

which it is a satisfactory means of collecting data, particular-

ly when time and distance are limiting factors. However, the

questionnaire, as a metnod of collecting data, is considered by

some in the field as a questionable device.
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1/
Symonds supports the foregone statement by commenting as

follows: "The questionnaire permits tue gathering of much in-

formation obtainable in no other wray. M

2/
Koos says, "The questionnaire method suould be used

only if there is no ot.isr feasible way of securing tne informa-

tion required."
3/

Whitney describes it as the "worst device" used in

collecting personal data. He accredits this both to "inherent

deficiences" and the "bad reputation" of the questionnaire. It
4/

has been called the "underworld method of science" by Young

when used as a sole method of collecting data.
5/

Smith says, "In no cases studied does the validity of

the questionnaire data seem to meet the rigorous demands made

by the more precise sciences taan those which depend in part

1/
Symonds, P. M. ,

"Methods of Investigation of Study
ffebits," School and Society , 24:145-152, July, 1926.

2/
Koos, L. V., The Questionnaire in Education , (New York

Macmillan Co., 1928), p. 160.

3/
Waitney, F. L. , Elements of Research , (New York:Pren-

tice-Hall, Inc., 1948), p. 135.

4/
Young, P. V., "The Validity of Schedules and Question-

naires," Journal of Educational Sociology, 14:26, September,
1940.

5/
Smith, F. V., "The Direct Validation of Questionnaire

Date," Educational Administration and Supervision . Vol. XXI,
No. 8, November, 1935, p. 573.





13.

upon the questionnaire for the collection of their data." Re

further states, "Requests for factual data involving personal

accomplishments seem to get responses that are somewhat colored

by errors of over statement."

Justification of Questionnaire

Despite the many snortcomings of the questionnaire

method, many of its most severe critics recognize its import-
1/

ance. Davis and Borrow state that, "The questionnaire will

probably always be one of the chief means of gathering data on

certain problems in education." They believe that rather than

to discredit the questionnaire , because of its limitations,

there should be a serious effort to increase its efficiency.
2/

Sells says:

"Over (40$) forty per cent of the surveys
depend more or less extensively upon ques-
tionnaires. For gatnering certain types
of information the questionnaire is the
only feasible means. When properly safe-
guarded, it is entirely satisfactory."

3/
Stokes says:

"This method is apparently still indis-
pensable to medicine, the social science,

1/
Davis, R. A. and Borrow, 3. L. , "A Critical Study of

Questionnaire in Education," Educational Administration and
Supervision, Vol. XXI, No. 8, February, 1935, p. 144.

2/
Bells, W. C., Surveys of American Higher Education .

(New York: Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of teaching,
1937), p. 113.

3/stokes, S. M. and Lehman, H. C. , "The Influence of
Self Interest upon Questionnaire Replies," School and Societ y,
32:435, September, 1930.





education, religion, government, etc. At
the present time it seems unlikely that
the questionnaire method will never
wholly be discarded.

"

Validity and Reliablility

In a survey of validation of factual information of the
1/

type gathered in this questionnaire, Smith found "tnat factual

data of a personal nature tends to suffer lossof validity due

to overstatement."
2/

Whitney referring to a study he headed in which the

accurateness of questionnaire responses was checked by person-

nel interview says, "When properly made and administered, the

questionary technique may be quite reliable."
3/

Koos and Norton give as the basic and essential cri-

teria for a good questionnaire, the ability and the willingness

of the persons approached to make reliable answers. The persons,

the officials, approached in this study are able to give reli-

able answers, for the information asked is the type of informa-

tion with which the officials are familiar. The willingness of

tie officials to answer is expressed by the responses given.

1/
Smith, M. , "A Note in Stability in Questionnaire

Responses," American Journal of Sociology , 38:713, March, 1933.

2/
W

Thitney, F. L. , op. cit.
, p. 139.

3/
Koos, L. V. and Norton, J. K. ,

"The Questionnaire,"
Research Bulletin , Vol. VIII, No* 1, National Education Asso-
ciation.
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CHAPTER IV
STUDY FINDINGS

It saould not be assumed by the reader that the answers

to the questions asked in this questionnaire were entirely of

an objective nature; but an inspection of the returned question-

naires show that they have been filled out correctly and with

great care by the officials.

Affiliated Boards of Officials
17

Carlson says that;

"We are seeing the passing of inefficient
officials through the formation of con-
structive official organizations. Proper
and full knowledge of rules, together
with the promotion of higher standards
and matters of policy are brought to full
discussion.

"

2/
Tobey says;

“An official bureau will insure impartial
officiating. This may be worked through
the coaches* association or through the
executive office of the district league.”
3/

Donn further states that, “The official should be a

member in good standing of a recognized professional group of

officials."

1/
Carlson, H. C., You and Basketball , (Braddock, Pa:

Brown Publishing Co.

,

1928), p. 166.

2/
Tobey, D. , Basketball Officiating . (New York: A. S.

Barnes and Co., 1943), p. 7.

3/
Donn, H. F.

, “Hire Your Officials Sensibly," Scholas -

tic Coach , Vol. 17, No. 1, September, 1947, p. 52.
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All tne C. I. A. A. officials belong to one of the ten

listed affiliated boards of officials which cover five states

and the the District of Columbia. This information is shown in

Table II.

Educational Background

Table III is a summary of the information secured rela-

tive to the educational experience or training of the basketball

and football officials of the C. I. A. A.

Out of the eignty-seven (87) returned questionnaires

computed, ninty-five (95$) per cent hold Bachelor's degrees,

forty-three per cent (43$) have advanced work beyond Bacnelor's

degrees, twenty-nine per cent (29$) hold master's degrees, ten

per cent (10$) have advanced study beycnd the master's degree,

and three per cent (3$) hold doctorate degrees. It should be

stated that one official Is a doctor of medicine, another a

dentist, and a third an attorney at law.

In considering the educational institutions attended by

the C. I. A. A. officials, Table IV shows that over 42 differ-

ent colleges and universities were attended.

Officiating Experience

Carlson says that, "The novice and the younger men get

the full benefit of the experiences of tne older men."

i/
Carlson, H. C., op. cit. . p. 167.



,

'

+ **•*
*

.

,

,
X

€



TABLE II

NAME AND GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF THE AFFILIATED BOARDS OF
OFFICIALS OF TxE COLORED INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

BOARDS OF OFFICIALS LOCATION
NUMBER OF FOOTBALL
AND BASKETBALL

OFFICIALS

Baltimore Board Baltimore, Md. 16

Central Board Richmond, Virginia 16

Eastern Board Washington, D. C* 25

Hampton Roads Board Hampton, Virginia 15

f&rold Martin Board Roanoke, Virginia 15

Lynchburg Board Lynchburg, Virginia 6

Piedmont Board Durham, N. C. 30

Southern Board Charlotte, N. C* 24

The Tri-state Foot-
ball Official Club West Chester, Pa. 10

West Virginia Board
|

Bluefield, W. Va. 19
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TABLE III

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND OF FOOTBALL MD BASKETBALL
OFFICIALS OF TBS COLORED INTEnCCLL3G lATE ATHLETIC

ASSOCIATION

PERSONNEL DEGRESS

BACHELORS
DEGREES

ADVANCED
STUDY TO-
WARD M.A.

PIASTER
DEGRS3

ADVANCED
STUDY BE-
YOND

DOCTORATE
DEuRSE

FOOTBALL AND
BASKETBALL
OFFICIALS

j

95^ 435J 29# 10f,
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TABLE IV

THE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES ATTENDED bY FOOTBALL AND BASKET-
BALL OFFICIALS OF THE COLORED INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC

ASSOCIATION

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES LOCATION NUMBER OF OFFICIAL,
ATTENDING

A and T College North Carolina 3

Atlanta University Georgia 4

Bishop Payne Collage Virginia 1

Bluefield State College W. Virginia 3

Brick Jr. College North Carolina 1

Brooklyn College New York 1

Catholic University D. C. 1

Columbia University New York 7

Education Centre England 1

Fisk University Tennessee 1

Hampton Institute Virginia 9

Howard University D. C. 13

Johnson C. Smith College North Carolina 3

Lincoln University Pennsylvania 2

Livington College North Carolina 1

Meharry Medical School Tennessee 2

Miner College D. C. 2

Morgan State College Maryland 4

Morris Brown College Georgia 3

New York University New York 2
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TABLE IV (continued)

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES LOCATION NUMBER OF OFFICIALS
ATTENDING

N. C. State College North Carolina 4

Northwestern University Illinois 3

Ohio State University Ohio 3

Shaw University North Carolina 10

Springfield College Massachusetts 2

Saint Paul Institute Virginia 1

Saint Joseph's College Pennsylvania 1

Talladega College Alabama 1

Tennessee State College Tennessee 1

University of Chicago Illinois 1

University Illinois Illinois 1

University of Michigan Michigan 4

University of Pennsylvania Pennsylvania 1

University of Pittsburgh Pennsylvania 2

Virginia Seminary College Virginia 1

Virginia State College Virginia 9

Virginia Union University Virginia 9

West Chester State College Pennsylvania 3

Western Reserve University Ohio 1

West Virginia State College W. Virginia 4

West Virginia University W. Virginia 2

Wilberforce University Ohio 2
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Table V summarizes the officiating experience as follows:

Sleven officials had from one to three years of football offici-

ating experience prior to becoming C. I. A. A, football offici-

als. Fifteen officials had from tnirteen to fifteen years of

football officiating experience prior to becoming C. I. A. A.

officials. Two officials had from twenty-five to twenty-seven

years of football officiating experience prior to becoming C. I.

A. A. football officials.

Seventeen officials had from one to three years of basket

ball officiating experience prior to becoming C. I. A. A.

basketball officials. Sixteen had from tan to twelve years of

basketball offciating experience prior to becoming C. I. A. A.

basketball officials. Two officials had from twenty-two to

twenty-four years of basketball officiating experience prior to

becoming C. I. A. A. basketball officials.

The largest number of officials with years of experience

in the C. I. A. A. in football was fifteen officials in the one

to three years of experience group. The next highest number,

twleve, came in the thirteen to fifteen years of experience

group.

In basketball, twenty-turee officials were in the one to

three years of experience group. The next highest number, ten,

came in the seven to nine years of experience group. Tne evi-

dence presented in Table V shows tne entrance of many new

officials into the C. I. A. A. in recent years.
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TABLE V

EXPERIENCE OF TRE FOOTBALL AND BASKETBALL OFFICIALS
OF TN3 COLORED INTERCOLLEGIATE AT.U3TIC ASSOCIATION

PERSONNEL NUMBER OF YEARS OF C.

IWG
I. A, A. OFFICIAT-

1-3 4-6 7-9 10-12 13-15 16-18 19-21 22-24 25

NUMBER FOOTBALL 15 9 5 10 12 4 2 1
OF

OFFICIALS

BASKETBALL 23 12 10 6 9 3 1 1

PERSONNEL NUMBER OF YEARS OF OFFICIATING BEFORE
IBS IN G A MEMBER OF TK3 C, I. A. A.

1-3 4-6 7-9 10-12 13-15 16-18 19-21 22-24

NUMBER FOOTBALL 11 12 10 6 9 3 1
OF

OFFICIALS

BASKETBALL 14 8 5 16
1

9 4 4
1

2





Coaching and Officiating Clinics Attended

The attendance at coaching and officiating clinics cer-

tainly is done with the purpose of developing more efficiency

in officiating and improving the sports of football and basket-

ball.
1/

Tobey says:

"At tae clinical demonstrations throughout
tne country, coaches, officials, and players
were able to air their views and know what
decisions could be expected in various
play situations."
2/

Tobey further states that:

"Much can be gained by frequent coach-
official meetings in which both parties
can study each other's problems, iron out
any differences and arrive at definite
policies and objectives."

The information presented in the questionnaire showed

that seventy-seven per cent (77$) of the officials attended

coaching and officiating clinics annually. Two per cent (2$)

did not attend. Forty-eigat per cent (48$) of the officials

attended clinics from one to two times per year. Twenty-five

per cent (25$) of tne officials attended clinics from three to

four times per year. One per cent (1$) of the officials attend-

ed clinics from five to six times per year. Three per cent (3$)

1/
Tobey, D., op. cit. t p. 10.

2/
Ibid . , p. 11
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of the officials attended clinics from seven to eight times per

year.

In football sixty-four per cent (64%) of the officials

attend clinics occasionally. In basketball sixty-six per cent

(66f0 ) of the officials attend clinics occasionally.

It snould be stated tnat it is the policy of the sub-

boards of officials to hold weekly meetings during the football

and the basketball seasons which are attended by many of the

C. I. A. A. officials.

The Occupational Position and Its Relation to Officiating

Donn says tnat, "It is not necessary for the official

to be a teacher. Some of our best football, basketball and other

sports officials are recruited from the clergy, business, and

the professions.*1

The study snowed that twenty-two per cent (22^) of the

officials hold the position of teacher-coach. Twenty-eight per

cent (28^o) of tne officials are employed in teaching capacities.

A total number of 87 officials are employed in tairty-tnree

different occupations, (see Table VI)

In football forty-eight per cent (48£) of the officials

found taeir present positions helpful in officiating. Twenty-

seven per cent (27%) of the officials did not.

1/
Donn, H. F.

,
op. cit. , p. 52.
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TABLE VI

TIE POSITION OF FOOTBALL AND BASKETBALL OFFICIALS OF
THE COLORED INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

POSITIONS OF THE C. I. A. A. OFFICIALS NUMBER

Assistant Bank Cashier
.

1

Assistant Dean of Men 1

Assistant Insurance Co. Manager 1

Assistant Principal 1

Assistant Superintendent of Scnools 1

Attorney at Law 1

Bacteriologist 1

Business Manager 1

Commissioner of Football 1

Custodian 1

Dean of College 1

Dentist 1

Deputy Tax Assessor 1

Elementary School Principal 1

Graduate School Student 1

Head Coach and Athletic Director 4

High School Principal 3

Industrial Relation Secretary 1

Minister 1

Physician 1
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TABjJS VI (continued)

POSITIONS OF THE C. I. A. A. OFFICIALS NUMBER

Placement Counselor 1

Police Detective 1

Public ffealth Investigator 1

public Relations Director 1

Recreational Worker 1

School Counselor 7

Superintendent of Building and Grounds 1

Supervisor of Painting and Wall Paper flang-
ing 1

Supervisor of Recreation 1

Teacher 24

Teacher and Coach 19

U.S. Post Office Employee 1

U*S. property and Supply Officer 1
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In basketball forty-six per cent (46$) of the officials

found their present positions helpful in officiating. Twenty-

five per cent (25$) of the officials did not.

The study shows that sixty-four per cent (64$) of the

officials had past experience coaching football, twenty-five

per cent (25$) of the officials are still coacning football,

and eighteen per cent (18$) of the officials had no past experi-

ence coaching football.

In basketball sixty-tnree per cent (63$) of the offici-

als had past experience coaching, thirty-four per cent (34$) of

the officials are still coaching, and eight per cent (8$) of

the officials had no past experience coacning basketball.

Certainly, it should be realized that past coacning

experience and the present coaching positions held by C. I. A.

A. officials should result in more efficient officials because

the relationship of these two experiences is close.

Number of Officials Officiating C, I, A, A. Games

Table VII snows that Howard University used the greater

number of different officials, numbering fourteen, in football.

A and T College was next with a number of thirteen officials

used. In basketball, Shaw University used a total number of

eight different officials and North Carolina State College also

used eight different officials for tneir games.

In football the approximate average number of games offi-

ciated per C. I. A. A. official is five. In basketball the
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TABLE VII

THE NUMBER OF DIFFERENT C. I. A. A. OFFICIALS USED BY THE
C. I. A. A. COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES IN FOOTBALL AND

BASKETBALL GAMES

NUMBER OF DIFFERENT OFFICIALS
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

FOOTBALL BASKETBALL

Bluefield State College 8 5

Delaware State College 10 5

flampton Institute 7 6

Howard University 14 4

Lincoln University 7 2

Morgan State College 8 3

North Carolina State College 9 8

A* and T. College 13 6

Shaw University 9 8

Johnson C. Smith College 11 4

Saint Augustine uollege 7 3

Saint Paul Institute 6 3

Union university 8 5

Virginia State College 8 5

West Virginia State College 7 3

Winston-Salem Teacher College 8 2
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approximate average number of games officiated per C. I. A. A.

official is eight*

It Should be realized that C. I* A. A. officials offici-

ated in non-conference games for such colleges as: Elizabeth

City College, Fayetteville Teacher College, Tennessee A and I

College, and others.

The study shows that t.iirty-taree per cent (33$) of the

officials officiate for the same schools each year in football,

while in basketball thirty-four per cent (34$) of the officials

officiate for the same schools each year. Certainly what
1/

Tobey says must be considered in such situations.

"No matter how many games you officiate
for a certain team, never give them an
edge. Let the home team respect you for
your skill and courage, not for your fa-
vors. The "homer" t\ pe of official is
no credit to his profession. Keep your
courage high and your integrity above
reproach. H

It is further shown in the study that seventy-two per

cent (72$) of the C. I. A. A. officials officiate other foot-

ball games besides their C. I. A. A. scheduled games. In basket-

ball sixty-seven per cent (67$) of the C. I. A. A. officials

officiate other basketball games besides their scheduled games.

1/
Tobey, D., op. cit. , p. 10





Certainly this gives evidence to what is said by Lambert

this statement:

"It should be a safe assumption that if you
are officiating, you are much interested in
football as a national institution and that
you are concerned about tne development of
the game generally* If you have such an in-
terest, you should be willing to officiate
high school games for such fees as these
schools can afford to pay for their games.
Svery official who is now working the more
important and better games was once very
pleased to officiate for smaller scaools
both for the renumeration and for the ex-
perience to advance himself.

One can not help but lose interest in the
official who has developed himself to the
point where he can secure tne big games
and who then declines to officiate for the
small schools which assisted him in his
development. It is to the credit of estab-
lished and experienced officials, that
they are willing to go out and work a
game for the pay or for no fee at all. To
do so is to participate directly and ma-
terially in the development of the game
and its sportsmanship."

This study does indicate that a fair percentage of C. I.

A. A. officials were present in the officiating of high school

football and basketball games and the officiating of independent

football and basketball games.

The Officials Physical Condition

The physical condition of the official is an important

factor in the officiating of football and basketball. In regards

1/
Lambert, F. A., Football Officiating , (Columbus,

R. G. Adams and Co., 1926), p. 146.
Ohio:
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1/
to tais Tobey says "condition yourself systematically and pro-

gressively."
2/

Donn says:

"The offical should be in good physical
condition. Many games, particularly foot-
ball and basketball, require a great deal
of running by the official. It is physi-
cally exhausting work and requires a sound
tody and an alert mind."

The principle stated in the Manual of Football Officiat-
3/

ing is:

"Football officiating is difficult, exhausting
labor, which requires 100 per cent effici-
ency from mind and body alike. Men waose
eyes, heart, legs, nerves, or wits are not
in splendid condition have no place in of-
ficiating work."

The study shows tnat sixty-six per cent (66^) of the C.

I. A. A. officials took part in conditioning activity prior to

the season while eight per cent (8$) reported teat they did not.

Closely related to annual conditioning of the officials

is the annual testing program to improve the efficiency of the

officials. In football sixty-six per cent (66$) of the offici-

als were in favor of annual testing programs while nine per

cent (9%) of the officials were not. In basketball sixty-four

per cent (64f0 ) of the officials were in favor of annual testing

programs wuile ten per cent (1($) of the officials were not.

1/
Tobey, D. op.cit. , p. 2.

2/
Bonn, H. F. , op. cit.

, p. 52.
5/Manual of Football Officiating , (edited and published

by National Association of Football uommissioners) New York City
1946, p. 6.
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Athletic Experience

Tables VIII and IX which are relative to the official’s

participation in high school at iletics show the average percen-

tage of lettermen per varsity sport is twenty-two per cent.

The average percentage of squad members per varsity sport is six

per cent.

In outstanding honors in high school athletics thirty-

three per cent of the C. I. A. A. officials were mentioned or

selected on conference teams, and five per cent of the officials

were mentioned or selected on all-American teams.

In intercollegiate atnletics the average percentage of

lettermen per varsity sport is twenty per cent. The average per-

cetnage of squad member per varsity sport is seven per cent.

In outstanding honors in intercollegiate athletics

thirty-three per cent were team captians, thirty-two per cent

mentioned or selected on conference teams, and eighteen per cent

were mentioned or selected on all- American teams. Forty-one per

cent of the officials had further athletic experience of a semi-

professional or professional nature.

In regards to the athletic experiences of an interscho-

lastic, intercollegiate and professional nature, sixty-nine per

cent of the officials felt that their athletic participation has

helped them in their officiating experiences. This is recognized

in Carlson's statement that "perhaps the men who have played

the game and have been stars, may add more color to the

1/
Carlson, H. C. , op.eit. , p. 167.
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TABLE VIII

THE INTERSC.iOLASTIC AND INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC EXPERI-
ENCE OF FOOTBALL AND BASKETBALL OFFICIALS OF THE COLORED

INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

PERSONNEL NUMBER OF OFFICIALS PARTICIPATING

FOOTBALL

<
cq
EH

a
CQ
<
cq

<
CQ
M
0
<
cq

CQ
M
£5
S3
M
EH

TRACK

cQ
£3
i—

1

siM
CQ

BOXING

o
73M
.-q

EH
CQ

a

cq
MO
C 5

o
CQ

ao
r O

I
o
»-r-f

HOM

Letter man 58 51 38 10 30 2 3 2 1 1

Interscholastic

Squad member 9 12 7 2 6 1 5 4 1 2

Letter man 48 42 28 10 23 1 1 2 1

Intercollegiate

Squad member 9 10 6 1 12 1 6 4 3





TABLE IX

OUTSTANDING HONORS IN lNTSRSCHOLAST 10 AND INTERCOLLEGIATE
ATHLETICS OF FOOTBALL AND BASKETBALL OFFICIALS OF THE

COLORED I TERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

PERSONNEL OUTSTANDING HONORS

TEAM CONFERENCE CONFERENCE
CAPTAIN SELECTION OR SELECTION or

MENTION MENTION

NUMBER INTERSCNOLASTIC 29 27 A
OF

*X

OFFICIALS

INTERCOLLEGIATE 29 28 16
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game as officials."

Evaluation of C. I. A. A. Officials

Table X presents a summary of the information secured re-

lative to the efficiency rating of the C. I. A. A. football

officials, (see Appendix C and D)
1/

Tobey says:

"Many associations, conferences, and boards
rate the officials and, as a check, have the
coaches file a report after every game, fre-
quently, there is a decided discrepancy bet-
ween the winning coach's estimate of the
official and that of the losing coach. Al-
though most coaches venture their honest
opinion, there are men who will use the
official as an alibi for defeat. Tne Collegi-
ate Basketball Bureau have associate commis-
sioners, who are doing a good Job of report-
ing on officials, correcting their mistakes,
and improving their performances. Their
rating, coupled with the coaches reports, are
recorded by the Director of the Eastern
Intercollegiate Association, who sums up his
findings and makes assignments accordingly."
2/

Rubin says

:

"Good officials are scare mainly because they
do not know exactly on what phase of the game
to concentrate their training. Coaches base
their choice of officials more or less on a
subjective judgment, and the attitude has
been t.iat to please the coach means more work
for the official."

Considering these factors Table X does show that the foot-

ball officiating rating has increased in efficiency. The excel-

lent rating for 1948 shows an average of thirty-four per cent,

1/
Tobey, D. , op. cit., p. 7.

2/
Ruben, R.

,
"Rating Scale for Basketball Officials,"

The journal of Health and P. E. . 7:33. January. 1936.





TABLE X

A STUDY IN COACHES * EFFICIENCY RATINGS
OF FOOTBALL OFFICIALS - 1943

SCHOOL JAMBS
c3

uc;?’.

M H
i

mj -p

m a
TJ

>» O
a
o a cso GENERAL AVERAGE

CD

^

o <u

'%

O
T> bO

o
D

% %

o
a*

%
1948
%

1947
<s?
7o

1946
*

Lincoln 6 24 100 100 72 66

Morgan 8 32 66 22 6 6 90 98 90

Smith 8 32 60 34 6 90 94 90

Shaw 7 28 75 14 ii 86 80 76

Winton-
Salem 6 16* 25 75 86 70 65

St. Paul 4 16 63 12 5 10 86 No 71

N.C.State 8
A

20 35 55 10 85 66 88

Va. State 8 32 50 34 3 13 81 92 85

Howard 9 24' 40 70 20 30 92 73

A & T 7 28 14 69 3 7 7 75 85 49

Delaware 8 32 4 65 31 74 80 80

W.Va. State 6 24 66 30 4 72 86 No

St. Augus-
tine 5 20 5 65 30 65 83 No

Bluefield 6 24 33 67 66 60 78

Hampton 8 32 21 70 9 63 60 80

Union 8 No 20 ?
Four 1948 35i 41%' 20% -2% -2

%

year 1947 30% 39% 26% 5% 2%
Compara-1946 53% 28% 29% 6% 4%
tlve 1945 28.3%33.5%32.5%4% 1.4%
Study ^Incomplete Records Dec. 7, 1948*

This table and information pertaining to official rating was
obtained from the Commissioner of Football for use in this study.
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the very good rating shows forty-one per cent, and the good rat-

ing shows twenty per cent.

C. I. A. A. Officials Problems

The officiating problems that were mentioned frequently

and seemed the most pertinent to the C. I. A. A. officials in

football and basketball are as follows:

I. Football Problems

1. Transportation

2. The lack of adequate facilities for dressing, snow-
ering, and pre-game conferences.

3. The Lack of the knowledge of the rules by some of
the coaches and players.

4. The reduction of teamwork efficiency as a result of
different weekly assignments with different offici-
als.

II. Basketball Problems

1. The lack of unification in the interpretation of
the rules by the officials.

2. The unsportsmanlike attitude of losing coaches.

3. Officiating games on small courts.



«

,

.

*

.

,

'
'

-
,

••

«

- :

'

.

*

'

• *

,

.
••



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION





C&APT3R V
SUMMARY AMD CONCLUSION

The summarization of this study is based upon 115 ques-

tionnaires sent to C. I. A. A, football and basketball officials

to obtain information relative to their education, experience,

position, and evaluation. The information presented in the

following pages relates only to existing conditions and in no

way assumes that it is desirable to perpetuate tnese conditions.

A seven-five per cent (75#) return was realized out of

the 115 questionnaires mailed which indicated an interest in

this inquiry.

Summary :

1. It appears that all of the C. I. A. A. officials be-

long to one of the ten affiliated boards of officials which

cover fiye states and the District of Columbia,

2. Out of the eignty-seven questionnaires studied ninty-

five per cent (95#) of the officials hold Bachelor's degrees.

The Master's degree is held by twenty-nine per cent (29#) of the

officials. The Doctorate's degree is held by three per cent (3#)

of the officials. In obtaining these various degrees, forty-two

different colleges and universities were attended by these offi-

cials.

3. The officiating experience of the C. 1. A. A. offici-

als shows tnat fifteen officials had from one to three years

experience in football officiating as members of the C. I. A. A.

Twenty-three officials had from one to three years of basketball
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experience officiating as members of the C. I. A. A* This shows

evidence of many new officials in the C. I* A. A. in recent

years.

4. Coaching and officiating clinics were well represent-

ed, for seventy-seven per cent (77$) of the officials attended

coaching and officiating clinics annually. In football sixty-

four per cent (64$) of the officials attend clinics occasional-

ly. In basketball also sixty-four per cent (64$) attended.

5. A study of the present occupational positions shows

that eighty-seven officials are employed in thirty-two differ-

ent occupations with twenty-two per cent (22$) of these offi-

cials employed as teacner-coaches and twenty-eight per cent

(28$) of these officials employed as teacners. Forty-eight per

cent (48$) of the football officials found their present posi-

tions helpful in officiating. Forty-six per cent (46$) of the

basketball officials found their present position helpful in

officiating.

6. Of tne sixteen C. I. A. A. colleges and universities,

Howard University used tne greatest number of different offici-

als in football totaling fourteen. In basketball Shaw University

and North Carolina State College both used eight different

officials. The average number of games officiated per football

official was five, in basketball it was eight. Seventy-two per

cent (72$) of these officials officiated other games besides

tneir scheduled C. I. A. A. games; in basketball the per cent

was sixty-seven (67$).

- .... ^=4 =





7.

Pertaining to the physical conditioning of the offi-

cials prior to the season, sixty-six p^r cent (66#) took part in

conditioning activities waile eight per cent (8#) reported they

did not.

8. The attitude of the official concerning the proposal

of annual officiating examinations showed in football sixty-six

per cent (66#) were in favor of it and sixty -four per cent (64#)

were in favor of an annual basketball examination,

9. The participation of officials in high school athlet-

ics shows that tne average percentage of lettermen per varsity

sport is twenty-two per cent, (22#), While in college atnletics

the average percentage of lettermen per varsity sport is twenty

per cent (20#;. Thirty-one per cent (31#) of the officials were

selected or mentioned on high school conference teams. In college

\hirty-two per cent (32#) were selected or mentioned on conferenc

teams and eighteen per cent (18#) of the officials were selected

or mentioned on All-American teams. Over sixty-nine per cent

(69#) of the officials felt their athletic experiences have

helped them in their present officiating experiences.

10. The efficiency rating of football officials for 1948

snows an increase in efficiency over the 1947 rating. An average

of thirty-four per cent (34#) of the officials had excellent rat-

ing, the very good rating shows forty-one per cent (41#), and the

good rating snows twenty-one per cent (21#).

11. The officiating problems given the most consideration

e
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in football were: the lack of adequate facilities; the lack of

the knowledge of the rules by some coaches and players; and the

reduction of teamwork efficiency as a result of the different

weekly assignments with different officials.

The problems in basketball were; the lack of unification of

rule interpretation by the officials; unsportsmanlike attitude of

losing coaches; and officiating games on small courts.

Conclusion

The study shows tnat the educational level and officiating

experience of the C. I. A. A. officials are of a high degree. A

large number of the officials are in vocations which are closely

related to the officiating of football and basketball. With

steps being taken to increase the efficiency of the C. I. A. A.

officials by requiring annual written examinations of all C. I.

A. A. officials, it does seem as if great progress is being made

by the C. I. A. A. Affiliated Boards of Officials toward their
-

aim which is to produce the most efficient officials possible.

Incidental Conclusion from This Study

1. The majority of the officials had semi-professional or

professional experience in baseball in the National Negro profes-

sional League and in the Cuban League.

2. One official is the National Negro Mixed-double Tennis

Champion and rated number four in the double rating.

3. One of the C. I. A. A. officials was an official at the

National Basketball Tournament in 1948 at Tennessee State College

4. Ninteen officials had majors in Physical education and

nine officials had minors in Physical Education.
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5. The two sports played the most on a semi-professional

and professional basis were baseball and basketball.

6* Fifty-seven per cent (57#) of the C. I. A. A. offi-

cials were both basketball and football officials.

Recommendations for Further Research

1. Studies similar to this study of the Mid-Western

Atlantic Association, the Southern Intercollegiate Atnletic

Conference, the South-7/e stern Atnletic Conference.

2. A study of the C. I. A. officials annual test scores

as compared with their efficiency ratings in football and bas-

ketball.

3. A study of the number of certified football and

basketball officials *' black-balled" by each C. I. A. A. college

and university and the "black-balling" reasons.

4. A comparison study in education, position, experi-

ence and evaluation of the C. I. A. A. football and basketball

officials with the officials of the three otner Negro Athletic

Conferences.
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APPENDIX A

11a Dilworth Street
Boston 18, Mass.
March 10, 1949

To the Officials of the C. I. A. A*

Dear Sir:

A study is being made which aims to broaden our knowledge
on the educational background, experience, position and
evaluation of football and basketball officials of the
C. I. A. A. Your co-operation will prove invaluable in se-
curing the information regarding this phase of the study.

It is requested that the questionnaire enclosed, which
is primarily of a check list type, be completed and re-
turned in the enclosed envelope. If certain information
desired does not coincide with your policies, please
answer those which are applicable. The identity of each
individual will not be revealed in this study.

This study is being made in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for tne degree of Master of Education and
greatly in tne interest of the C. I. A. A. officials.

The study and its results when completed will be avail-
able to the Commissioner of Football of the C. I. A. A.
so your co-operation in this study will be greatly ap-
preciated.

Very truly yours,

Victor E. Kerr

Approved by,

Benjamin Washington
Commissioner





T;iS QUESTIONNAIRE

Directions for answering this questionnaire*

This questionnaire is to be used by football and basketball
officials of the C. I* A. A* Please omit the questions pertain-
ing to the sport which you do not officiate*
Draw a circle around the Yes or Nb questions as the answer
exists in your situation* The other questions are to be answered
by a word fill-in or a check.

EDUCAT IONAL BACKGRPUMP
(fill-in)

College or University
attended City or Town State

1.

2.

3,

4.

(fiiT-r£3
Educational Training

Bachelors

Degre^

Advanced

Study

toward

Master

^

Degree

5“

Master

Degree

£

Advanced

Study

Beyond

Doctorate

Degre^

Major Minor

List your semi-professional and professional athletic experi-
ences*



,

.

*



Athletic Experience
(in high school)

personnel >orts

Officials
Letterman

Squad member

, |

rH bO
rH cd rH bl) d

rH d •H bO
cd p cd CO •H b3 rH H d

0 ,0 •H § d p 0 •HP X 0 O a •H CO O Cm a
O CO CO cd •H x 0 o rH dO cd cd 0 u & Oi sq o o 0

PQ PQ EH EH CP PQ CP cO

(Fill-in) In. high school

Personnel Outstanding Honors

Team
Captains

Conference team
selection or mention

All-American se-
lection or mention

Officials

College Athletic Experience

Personnel Sports (check)

Cd
.o
-p
o
o

Letterman
Official

Squad member

cd

pp
0X
to

cd

PQ

cd

&
0)
CO

cd

PQ

to

•H
d
d
CD

EH

O
cd

fH

Eh

bO
C

•H
£
CP

bO
d
•H

o
PQ

b0
d
rH
p
CO

0
r-i

0
O
o
o
CP

o
o

bO
d
•H
O
d
0

(fill-in) College Athletic Experience

Personnel Outstanding Honors
Team
Captains

Conference team
selection or men-
tion

All-American se-
lection or men-
tion

Officials





Do you feel that the athletic participation in these sports
(football and basketball) have helped you in the officiating of
tuem? Yes or No

Experience
(fill-in)

Number of years you have been an official other than in the C.
I* A. A. In Football Yrs.

In Basketball Yrs.
Number of years you have been a C. I* A. A. football Official.

Yrs.
Number of years you have been a C. I. A. A. basketball oiTicial.

Yrs.
Name the C. I. A. A. college and the states in which you
officiated football games this past season.

College States No . of game s

Name the C. I. A. A. co
officiated basketball g

lieges and the states in which you
ames this season.

College States No. of games

Do you officiate other games besides C_. I. A. A. football games?

Yes or No
Do you officiate other games besides C. I. A. A. basketball”"
§ames?

Yes or No
Do you take any conditioning preparation prior to the' beginning
basketball season?

Yes or No
Is the majority of your officiating done on standard courts

Yes or No
creating no fixture problems?

Check other officiating jobs done besides the C. I. A. A. games.
Games Football Basketball

t. A. A.
High School
Independent

Do you usually officiate the games for trie same C. I. A. A.
schools each year? In Football Yes or No In Basketball Yes or

No



*



Yes or NoI&ve you coacaed football in the past?

Are you still coaching football? Yes or No

Are you still coaching basketball? Yes or No

Have you coacaed basketball in the past? Yes or No

Do you feel tnat the board snould require annual examinations
for its officials due to the changes in rules?
In Football Yes or No In Basketball Yes or No_

Do you attend coaching and officiating schools or officiating
clinics annually? Yes or No
Approximately how many times yearly*

Do you attend coaching and officiating scaools or officiating
clinics occasionally?
in Football Yes or Nb
In Basketball ies or No

Check the officiating board to which you belong
Boards of Officials

Baltimore
Central
Eastern
Hhrapton Roads
Harold Martin
Lynchburg
Philadelphia district Ass.* of inter-
collegiate football officials
Piedmont
Southern
The Tri-state football official club
West Virginia

Position

What is your present occupational position?

Does this position help you in the officiating of:
Football
Easketball Yes or No

Yes or No
List the outstanding problem that confronted youTn fooTEall
officiating*
List the outstanding problem tnat confronted you in basketball
officiating.
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APPENDIX C

C. I. A. A, RATING CARDS

txO

cj

•H
gg

£ £3
O *

i—I
•

i—I P
O CO

CO
>>
cd (T>

nd to
£ ^
o

§§
o o *

P iH o
CO

m cn •

(D *H Qp a
cd a ®
h o ao o
p p
O O to
C3 P d

•H
i—i ® a
•rf fl !0

cd cd cd
bogs

OFFICS OF THE COMMISSIONER

THE COLORED INTERCOLLEGIATE ATiiLETIC ASSOCIATION

RATING CARD OF FOOTBALL OFFICIALS

Home team Score Visitors Score

Where played Date . ....

Ratings 5-Sxcellent ;4-Very good ; 3-Good; 2-Fair ; 1-Poor

Referee Rating

Umpire Rating

Linesman .Rating

Field Judge Rating

Submitted by

If report of official is below (3) kindly give reason
on reverse side or by separate letter to commissioner





APPENDIX D

FOOTBALL OFFICIAL GAIIE REPORT

OFFICE OF TIE CO. HISS IONER

T S COLORED INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

FOOTBALL OFFICIAL GAME REPORT

i
•

d •

o -p •

p •

d CQP
Cd 0
r~i Q CO **

p 3 to d
t>D <T> O

m P
0 &0 •* W)
p d jh d

H 0 *H
^ d r!
O O 0

P H'H td

O rH 0 fR
d o 0

<4H *H «*

rH S3 *

•H >s a
cd cd o •

cd

Name Position Date

Home Team Score Visitors Score Place
Weather : (Clear) (Rain) Field; (Dry ) (Wet ) (Muddy)
Length of Game .

Did you attend PreGame Conference? .

.

Rome Team Visitors

Fouls Clipping, . .Pass Intf... Clipping. ..Pass intf...
called Holding. . ,R. I, Kicker. . Holding* . .R. I . Kicker.,

by Roughness. .Offside... • Roughness. . .Offside...
you Delay Unsports... Unsports. .. .Delay. .. ..

Disqual. . . .Mise Disqual Misc *

(Check If same foul was called another Official)

On reverse side report any unusual occurance of officials,
coaches or players.












