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INTRODUCTION 

The people of a democracy depend heavily upon the 

newspapers for the presentation of the facts upon which 

social, political and economic opinions are based and the 

issues around which the controversies revolve. 

Attitudes are influencad and many times changed on 

important problems by newspapers, but we know almost 

nothing of the men and women who uwn en·d control this 

potent fourth estate. 

There are over 1500 publishers of daily newspapers 

in this country controlling more than 1900 daily newspapers, 

a body three times the size of congress. 

These men are charged with the grave responsibility 

of informing the people on the nstate of the union." Whether 

they undertake their duty objectively or subjectively, 

whether there are liberal or conservative, radical or 

reactionary will depend heavily on the environment in 

which they grew up. 

All the information for t his thesis was ga thered 

from questionnaires mailed to 1533 publishers of daily 

newspapers. Two hundred and four of the publishers were 

generous enough to comply with the request. The results 

of this thesis are based on their answers. 

The questionnaire was designed:. to dilscover who the 









____________ ...... 

put out in any form, would be glad to 
see a copy. If you are interested in 
seeing copies of any of the papers, I 
shall be glad to send them to you. 
Success in your study. 

We are handing you herewith form 
hurriedly filled out regarding my activ
ities in news pa per work. The policy of 

xii 

a sma 11 paper like ours is quite different 
to that of a large city paper where there 
is strong opposition. As an illustration, 
a large local concern was planning to 
double its capacity recently and we learned 
of it, in fact, had a part in bringing 
about this enlargement. However, we 
deferred a story for several weeks, since 
there was some advanta ge in keeping it 
quiet as some opposition might have been 
developed if the story had been broken 
pre .rna t ure ly. 

The writer, who owns the paper and 
forms the policies, believes there are 
advantages at times in taking the human 
side on stories rather than that of a 
news angle. To illustrate this, a number 
of years ago when bank failures were a 
daily occurrence and many people throughout 
this section were afraid of banks we ran 
a story and gave it considerable prominence 
that we would discontinue the publication 
of glaring bank failures unless they had 
some local angle. Of course, we realized 
this is foreign to the average newspaperman's 
ideas and would be dangerous to adopt as a 
general policy for all newspapers, but we 
put special emphasis on boosting and cons
tructive news even at the expense of a 
sensational news story that would be widely 
read, commented on attract attention to 
the paper. 

Thanking you for your interest and 
with kind regards ••• 

The latter was reproduced in full because it is so 

much to the point of this survey. This publisher who . 
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and unskilled workers, contributed thirty-three (17.1 

per cent) men to the group. The farmers of the country 

produced thirty-four (17.2 per cent) of the publishers. 

In separating the professional, proprietary and 

clerics 1 groups from the labor and farmers we.L·find that 

one-hundred and twenty-five (65.1 per cent) are in the 

former groups and sixty-seven (34.9 per cent) in the latter. 

These figures gain significance f'rom the fact that 

in 1900, the date closest to the average year of birth of 

the publishers studied, the professions formed only 4.3 

per cent of the country's po pulation, whereas the farm 

population was 35.6 per cent, and the labor population 

totaled 48.4 per cent.3 The two sets of figures are 

contrasted in the chart below: 

TABLE I* 

OCCUP11TI ONS OF FATHERS OF PUBLISHERS AS 
COMPARED WITH THE COUNTRY'S POPUL.4TICN 

Per Cent Per Cent Of 
Contributed Population 

To Publishers in 1900 

Professions 38 4.3 

Labor (All groups) 17.1 48.4 

Farmers 17.2 35.6 

* The proprietary and the clerical groups are omitted from 
this table. 

3. Robert Frank Harrel, "Factors Making for Success in 
Journalism," in R. F. Harrel and Walter Pitkin, Vocational 

Studies in Uournalism (N.Y. Columbia Press, 1931) pp. 101-02. 



















and raised in cities of 100,000 or over totaled 27 

(13.2 per cent) of the group. 

11 

Twenty-two of the publishers were born in the state 

of Indiana, 17 were born in Iowa, 12 in Kansas, 11 in 

Missouri, 11 in Ohio and 11 in Pennsylvania. 

Ninety-three (45.5 per cent) of the publishers 

established news:r:apers in their state of birth. As 

indicated above, the place of birth is predominantly 

Middle West, the distribution of the newspapers is more 

diversified. 

TABLE V 

COMPARISON OF TUBI-'ISHERS' PLJWE OF BIRTH WITH 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF 1lJ:IE 204 l\IEWSPP.PERS 

STATE 

Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District of Columbia 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho 

PRESENT ESTABLISHED IN 
BIRTHPLACE LOCATION STATE OF BIRTH 

2 1 1 

1 0 0 

1 4 0 

4 16 3 

l 4 0 

2 2 0 

0 0 0 

0 1 0 

l 

4 

0 

5 

9 

2 

4 

0 
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This record is very impressive when compared with 

a sample group of American editors, mnaging editors, and. 

feature writers. The analysis of Harrel, previously 

referred to, shows that in 1931 only 40.8 per cent of 

505 successful journalist in an editorial position were 

college graduates. 8 

The analysis of Rosten shows that in 1937 the Wash-

ington correspondents rated higher with 47.2 per cent of 

127 correspondents9 as compared to 56.1 per cent of the 

publishers . Harrel shows tha t 67.4 per cent of his group 

attended college at all, and Rosten is again higher with 

72.4 per cent as compared to 89.6 per cent for the publishers . 

The arithmetical average of educational years for the entire 

group of publishers is fourteen years and six months. 

TABLE VII 

EDUCATION OF PUBLISHERS AS COMPARED WITH 
EDITORS: AND·TWASHINGTON CORRESPONDENTS 

Harrel's Rosten's 
Group Group Publishers 

College Graduate 40.8% 47.2!/o 56.1% 

Attended College 67.4% 72.4% 89.6% 

No High School 8.4'}b 1.5% 3-5% 

Of those who graduated from college, eighty-two 

received Bachelor of Arts degrees, twenty-two received 

Bachelor of Science degrees, seven. received Bachelor of 

8. Harrel, op cit., p. 152. 
9. Rosten, op cit., p. 159. 
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a very high percentage as comiSred to Rosten's Washington 

correspondents' 2.3 per cent) 10 with segen concentrating 
* D 

mainly on this field, three m nored in Political Science, 

three in English, one in Law, two in History, one in 

Journalism, one in Geography. 

Nine (7.9 per cent) did most of their work in History 

with two extending their knowledge to Political Science 

and two in English. 

The others were concerned wi tb Humanities and General 

Sciences. 

TABLE VIII* 

FIELD OF SPECIALIZATION IN COLLEGE 

FIELD 

Journalism 

Minor: 
English 
History 
Economics 
Social Sciences 
Business Adm. 

English 

Minor: 
History 
Economics 
Political Science 
Journalism 

Economics 

Minor: 

NUMBER 

27 

4 
3 

' 2 
1 
1 

29 

7 
2 
1 
3 

20 

Political Science 3 
Law 1 
English 5 

.History 2 
Geography 1 
Journalism 1 

10. Rosten, on cit., p. 160. 

FER CENT 

23.6 

. 17.5 
























































































































