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The major source for the portions of this section not othenrise credited, 

and of much of the material in Chapter IV, is a basic document drafted by 

i'lilliam J. Villaume, and quoted freely, frequently without further acknowl­

edgment. The paper in varying form \<ras tested in group presentation by 

Mr. Villaume and discussion , beginning with the Committee for Cooperative 

Field Research at Lake Geneva, \Tisconsin, in the SUllllller of 1948. This 

group included Douglass, Sanderson, Kincheloe, Leiffer, Trimble and a 

dozen other church research workers. The process served to eliminate 

error and add supplementary informa tion from the first-hand sources, the 

participant research workers. 

On December 17, 1948, a. nquestion and Answer 11 form of the same basic 

material was used by Mr. Villaume in a day-long orientation session with 

11. 

the church administrators \'tho compose the Department of Research and Strategy. 

In the same month Mr. Villaume presented a paper to the annual meeting of 

the American Sociological Society at Chicago on "The Development and 

Method of Action Research in Church and Community. 11 This unpublished 

manuscript which attempted to define our scientific role and \otor¥-..ing hy­

potheses has been the basis of subsequent staff discussion and revision 

in the light of ne't'r experience. It is this developing document that is 

a major source for the second section of Chapter II and f or many parts 

of Chapter IV. Our concern for social research, for generalization from 

the particulars of experience, has been a constant one. A revised and 

abbreviated draft, stressing the relation of the Council movement to the 

developnent of church research "ras presented by Mr. Villaume to the natiol".al 

Association of Council Secretaries at Lak:e Geneva on June 21, 1949 and sub­

sequently published by the Committee for Cooperative Field Hesearch as a 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































