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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. The Problem 2£ the Dissertation 

The purpose of this dissertation is to examine the his­

tory of the Congregational and Methodist Churches in Bulgaria 

and Yugoslavia. As such this work is a historical study of 

a part of the Christian Church which a noted German Church 

historian defined as: 

the religious fellowship of those who acknowledge 
Jesus, which for the purposes of its legal exist­
ence in the world, as well as for its religious 
self-attestation, expression, self-assertion, and 
the achievement of its end in the same, develops 
forms of constitution and government, clearly _de­
fined forms of the religious life, and the forms 
for the confirmation of morality, and for the 
regulation of doctrine and education, and thus 
produces institutions, assumes the character of 
institutional.l 

The task of the historian is to describe the origin, 

rise, and development of certain phenomena of human experi­

ence. The development of the Christian Church has had a vast 

influence on world history. Although it could not of course 

be said that every group of Christians and in every land has 

lwilhelm Moeller, Histor of the Christian Church: 
A.D. 1-600, trans. Andrew Rutherfurd London: George 
Allen & Co., Ltd., 1912), P• 1. 

1 



left a significant imprint, the effort and influences of any 

branch of the Church deserves the attention of the historian. 

If it is not to be distorted, the history of 
Christianity must include all the varieties of 
the faith. It must embrace not only those forms 
which have had a wide following, but also minor­
ity groups. It must mention not merely the nu­
merous churches and movements which are features 
of the current· scene in whatever part of the 
world they are found, but in addition those off­
shoots of Christianity which have disappeared. 

The purpose of this dissertation is to describe the 

course of missionary endeavors of two Anglo-Saxon Protestant 

denominations, the Congregationalist and Methodist Churches 

2 

in two South Slavic Balkan countries, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia. 

An attempt will be made to present an intelligible account of 

the origin, development and present conditions of these move­

ments against the background of the general history of these 

regions. A certain amount of interpretation is inevitable 

but will be minimized. Fitting this subject into larger his­

torical perspective is the task of other historians farther 

removed than the writer of this dissertation from the events 

described in it. The most useful contribution of this dis-

sertation may be presumed to lie in the collection and selec­

tion of relevant data and the formation of a factual histori-

cal narrative. This in itself inevitably involves interpre-

tation, but at its unavoidable minimum. 

lKenneth Scott Latourette, A History of Christianity, 
(New York: Harper & Brothers, Publishers, 1953), p. xvi. 
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The mission and transplantation of Congregational and 

Methodist church polities and teachings on the part of mis­

sionaries are viewed here primarily in terms of the reciprocal 

process of assimilation. These efforts toward indigenization 

were met by adverse conditions. The work of the Methodist 

and Congregational missions, their successes and failures, 

their adjustments to the national, political, economic, social, 

cultural, and religious circumstances in Bulgaria and Yugo-

slavia, their developments as units of their respective de­

nominations and their participation in the ecumenical quest 

will be the main concern of the dissertation, but because of 

its scope some of these aspects will be rather hinted at than 
fully developed. The major concerns of this dissertation are 

to present a fairly complete narrative of the evangelistic 

activities of these two denominations in Bulgaria and Yugo­

slavia from the beginning to the present and to relate them 

to the environmental and historical factors of greatest in­

fluence on their development . 

B. The Nature of the Churches Studied 

In order to make the historical narrative intelligible 

and illuminating the basic terms must be defined . The words 

Protestant and evangelical are usually being used as synonyms 

to designate all those who adhere to the basic teachings of 

the sixteenth and seventeenth century reformers belonging to 

any denomination which is not a part of the Roman Catholic 
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crusading, evangelistic spirit. In their long history, the 

Methodists experienced a number of schisms, the most striking 

of which was the division into the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and the Methodist Protes­

tant Church. In 1939 these three denominations reunited into 

the Methodist Church, based on the episcopal and connectional 

system.1 The missionary enterprise of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church was carried on by the Missionary Society, later super­

seded by the Board of Foreign Missions. After the merger, the 

Board of Missions, through its Division of World Missions, 

supervised the missions throughout the world. 2 

Initially, in their annual meetings of missionaries of 

the American Board, only foreign missionaries under life ap­

pointment could vote. Native pastors were not considered as 

missionaries and they formed their own ecclesiastical society. 

These two groups co-operated but were not organically related. 

The Methodists operated on a different basis. All missionaries 

and native pastors held their membership in some already exist­

ing Annual Conference until their number was large enough to 

warrant a separate organization. Then the General Conference 

would form an Annual Mission Conference to which those on the 

1Albert c. Knudson, ''Methodism, 11 in Encyclopedia of Re-
ligion, p. 487. . . 

2william Warren Sweet, Methodism in American History, 
2d. ed. revised. (New York, Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1953), 
p. 434. 
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and literary aspects as necessary to show the organic unity 

of these efforts . By evangelical activity is meant the en­

deavor to make Jesus Christ known to people as their Savior 

and to persuade them to become his devoted followers and to 

organize themselves into churches seeking to promote the King­

dom of God through Christian ideals and living, and mutual co­

operation . 

D. Previous Research in the Field 

Few researchers and writers have done substantial work 

in the field and there has been no attempt to cover the whole 

history of any one of these missions from the beginning to 

the present. By far the most extensive work has been done in 

the area of the American Board 's mission to Bulgaria. The 

largest and best single work is a doctoral dissertation of 

William Webster Hall, Jr ., entitled The American Board Mission 

in Bulgaria , 1878-1918: A Study in Purpose and Procedure pre­

sented in 1937 at Yale University at New Haven, Connecticut, 

and later published in Sofia, Bulgaria, under the title Puritans 

in the Balkans . Not so relevant to the entire subject as the 

above studies, but very significant for the understanding of 

the effects of the mission work, is another doctoral disserta­

tion presented at Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 

in 1937 by James F . Clarke,[rr] entitled Bible Societies, Ameri­

can Missionaries and the National Revival of Bulgaria. Less 

well supplied with specific information on Bulgaria but more 
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comprehensive in scope and perspective is William E. Strong's 

The Story of the American Board: An Account of the First Hun ­

dred Years of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 

Missions . A number of other authors, especially early mis­

sionaries, wrote memoirs which are relevant to the study, par­

ticularly Rufus Anderson, History of the Missions of the 

American Board to the Oriental Churches, also the writings of 

Cyrus Hamlin, Elias Riggs, S. C. Bartlett, and the biographies 

about John Henry House and William w. Peet by other people. 

The Methodist work in Bulgaria has been described only 

until 1895. J. M. Reid's Missions and Missionary Society of 

the Methodist Episcopal Church, Vol. II and I. G. John's Hand­

book of Methodist Missions seem to paraphrase the Annual Reports 

of the Mission without proper acknowledgements. Julius 

Richter's History of the Protestant Missions in the Near East 

is largely inaccurate on both Methodist and Congregational 

work in Bulgaria. Despite several minor inaccuracies the work 

of Wade Crawford Barclay, A History of Methodist Missions, 

Vol. III, is the most reliable secondary source. For the de­

velopments in Bulgaria after World War II the most complete 

secondary source is Robert Tobias' Communist Christian En­

counter in East Europe . 

Very little attention has been given to Methodism in 

present day Yugoslavia. Aside from a few insignificant peri­

odical articles, there are no secondary sources in Engl ish. 

No research was done in any language about the Methodist 



Church in Yugoslavia except on the first twenty five years of 

Methodism in Voyvodina. One account is by F. H. Otto Melle, 

Das Walten Gottes im deutschen Methodismus and another en­

titled Festschrift zur Feier des Fufundzwanzigjahrigen Beste­

hens der Bischoflichen Methodistenkirche im Kgr. s. H. s. 
( anonymous] . Short references are made also in John L. Nuel ­

sen's Geschichte des Methodismus and Paul F. Douglass 1 The 

Story of German Methodism. Finally, mention should be made 

of an unpublished manuscript filed at the American Board Li­

brary under the title History of the Works of the American 

Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions in the Near East 

and More Especially in Turkey, probably written by Charles T. 

Riggs. 

E. Primary Sources 

The dissertation is based mainly upon primary sources. 

These are either in (1) printed form in the Minutes of the 

Annual Conferences or Meetings, or Annual Reports of the Mis­

sionary Societies or Boards under consideration, avail-

able at many libraries, (2) unpublished reports of various 

kinds or (3) correspondence, official and unofficial. The 

American Board has filed most of this correspondence in its 

Archives at the Houghton Library at Harvard University, Cam­

bridge, Massachusetts, where it is readily available on per­

mission from the Board. The primary sources concerning Bul­

garia end with the year 1933 when the mission was officially 

9 
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withdrawn and the native churches became independent. The 

other great depository of such documents is the American 

Board Library at 14 Beacon Street in Boston, Massachusetts. 

The Methodist Church reports and correspondence compara­

ble to the American Board primary source material is kept in 

the Vault Section of the Board of Missions of the Methodist 

Church at 475 Riverside Drive, New York, N. Y. As a general 

rule, material of this kind over fifty years old is ava ilable 

for research, but that of a more recent date is rarely di­

vulged. 

A last but very important primary source is the corres­

pondence establ ished between the writer and such eyewitnesses 

of events and participants in the work as are willing to give 

a first-hand account unparalleled in other primary sources. 

This documentation remains on file with the author to be re­

viewed upon request. 

A serious limitation lies in the lack or unaccess i bility 

of records since both Bulgaria and Yugoslavia are now commu­

nist-controlled, making communication with the churches dif­

ficult and sometimes even dangerous. Consequently some very 

rich sources of information have been cut off. Comprehensive 

sources are lacking also for the war periods (the Balkan Wars, 

World Wars I and II) and the post-World War II period. It is 

more difficult to establish a proper historical perspective 

for the more recent period. In the last chapters, dealing with 

the situation since World War I I , t he goal is to establish 





background information is offered and at the end appears a 

chapter containing the author's interpretations. 

12 

Within each chapter the account is chronological, based 

either on events of national history when the turning points 

of church history were determined by them, or by the internal 

development of the mission. Within this chronological out­

line a topical outline is followed which is usually confined 

in scope to the period under which heading it is considered. 

This pattern is, however, not invariably followed as it is 

necessary to discuss some topics which transcend the time 

delineation. Thus a semblance of unified approach is pre-

served, more so than in an exclusively topical or chronologi­

cal order. 

The attempt has been to use the sources in an order of 

priority. If at all possible, references are made to the 

most direct prtmary sources. When a number of sources tended 

to confirm any statement, the priority has been given to the 

printed source so that the reader may verify the statement, 

or the source which seems to issue from the more informed re-

porter. Preference is also given reporters who have been 

close to the scene of events. Thus if the same material ap­

pears in the Minutes of the Annual Missionary Conferences and 

the Annual Reports of the Missionary Society, the preference 

is given to the Minutes because they tend to be more elaborate 

and less likely to have been edited by some ill-informed or 

uninformed person. When sources conflict, this fact is stated 
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here; then the conflicting positions are stated with the rea­

son for giving more credence to one or the other. It appears 

that conflicts are infrequent and they seem to be due to un­

informed authors often detectable by their ignorance of the 

general background . The main difficulty is, however , the com­

plete absence of direct source material on some phases of the 

problems presented here . Unless the researcher has some in­

formation based on his own experience or on knowledgeable per­

sons, or unless a well-grounded opinion can be made without 

imperiling the truth of the total story, it seems wise to re­

frain from answering questions which the reader may well ask. 

This leaves empty spots in the narrative until more direct 

evidence is discovered, but it is better than constructing an 

answer of a dubious value. It is unfortunate that a number of 

personalities and events must thus remain in shadow however 

much they deserve to be presented in high light . 



CHAPTER II 

THE SCENE: A DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRIES 

UNDER CONSIDERATION 

No man lives in a vacuum and no movement is uninfluenced 

by its environment . The written primary sources relevant for 

a particular topic usually provide the most direct information, 

while the general surroundings frequently provide invaluable 

insights into the way of life of a people, t heir mentality, 

their conception of the world, their customs and mores, t heir 

means of and satisfaction with existence and other important 

factors. No real understanding of a religious movement is pos-

sible without t he proper geographical, historical, political, 

economical, social, and cultural perspective. 

A. The Geographical Setting and Climatic 

Conditions 

11 lt is a basic truth about Yugoslavia that an understand-

ing of its geographical situation and physical properties is 

essential for an understanding of its stormy past and present 

problems. 111 This statement is undoubtedly true of all coun­

tries of Southeastern Europe . Generalities are often mislead-

ing, but it is truly said that the Danube and its tributaries 

1 George W. Hoffman and Fred W. Neal, Yugoslavia and the 
New Communism, (New York : Twentieth Century Fund, 1962), p . 10. 

1 4 
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and 11 the far-flung mountain formation of the peninsula tended 

to divide the people of one valley from those of the next, 

and thus to foster local particularism and local hatreds." 1 

Yet, to the outsiders this area seems more of a natural bridge 

than a wall between Central Europe and the Near and Middle 

East. 2 

Because of these two factors taken together-­
inner fragmentation and outer accessibility--the 
Balkan countries were unusually subject to outside 
influences. On the one hand, the inhabitants were 
not able to unite to resist outs ide pressure; on the 
other, outsiders could easily enforce their will. 
So the people • • • separated from each other and 
divided among themselves, were deeply affected by 
the radiations of military power and of political, 
economic, cultural, and religious influence which 
emanated from certain great centers of Europe, from 
which armies, diplomats, merchants, scholars, and 
pr&ests always found it easy to penetrate into the 
heart of the peninsula.3 

From the geographical standpoint, Yugoslavia (particu­

larly Voyvodina) may be classified together with Hungary as 

one geographic region usually r eferred to as the Pannonian 

Plains Region, while Southern Yugoslavia (particularly 

Macedonia) and Bulgaria, are regarded as the Balkan Mountain 

Region. These two geographical and climatic regions have also 

tended to polarize around 11 two magnets: Istanbul and Vienna. 114 

1Robert L. Wolff, The Balkans in Gur Times (Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 1956), p. 18. Abbreviat ed t itle BOT . 

2Ibid., p. 19. 3l.e.ii!. 

4charles Rebuffat, "The Country and the People," in 
Yugoslavia 1958, ed. Eugene Fodor (New York: David McKay 
Company, Inc., 1958), p. 36. 
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soil erosion and poor drainage of the bottom lands have con­

tributed to the great poverty and backwardness of its people, 11 1 

The long Turkish rule resulted in an oriental outlook which 

left deep imprints on the people and the economy of this area, 2 

The cold winters and hot summers on the mountains differ from 

the climate along the river valleys only in that the winters 

in the valleys are milder due to the influences of the Black 

and the Aegean Seas , 3 

B. Recent Political Historv 

The recent and contemporary historical situation in 

Bulgaria and Yugoslavia has been appropriately called "the 

legacy of dead empires , 114 The Roman Empire, the Byzantine 

Empire, the Turkish Empire, the Austrian Empire--all these 

left positive and negative imprints upon the development of 

the Southeastern European states, Another important factor 

has been that the Bulgarians, Serbians, and Croatians had 

mighty kingdoms of their own in the early middle ages, to 

which they looked with nostalgia after they had been subdued 

or incorporated into the states of the neighboring great 

powers, hoping for the restoration of their glory. 

lHoffman and Neal, op . cit . , p . 21. 

3van Valkenburg and Held, op , cit,, pp. 679f, 

4wolff, BOT, p . 50 . 







2.0 

The dissatisfaction culminated in the assassination 

of Archduke Franz Ferdinand by a young Bosnian student, 

Gavrilo Printsip, in Sarayevo on June 28, 1914 . 1 Suspect­

ing that the Serbian state might have been involved, and 

wanting once and for all to settle old accounts with Serbia, 

Austria-Hungary issued an ultimatum which it knew the 

Serbians could not accept. This led rapidly to a declara­

tion of war . Almost immediately Russia and Germany became 

involved, and then all the major powers, bringing about the 

World War. 

Initially the fortunes of war seemed to be on the side 

of the Dual Monarchy but this was reversed by the end of 1917, 

when Austria-Hungary collapsed. In the partition of the Em­

pire by the Peace Conferences, Austria and Hungary formed 

two independent states and were greatly reduced in size. 

Portions of their former territories were dis t ributed among 

a revived Poland, a greatly enlarged Rumania, and the newly­

created states of Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia . 

b. The Ottoman Turkish Empire.--At the beginning of 

the period under consideration Turkey was still holding some 

portions of Serbia, Bulgaria, Macedonia, Greece, and Albania, 

but she was rapidly declining . 

lwolff, BOT, P• 96 . 







c. Bulgaria.--In the nineteenth century Bulgaria, 

being held by Turkey, was frequently a bone of contention 

between Turkey, which held it, and the Russians who in 

their less imperialistic and more pan-slavic moods wanted 

to liberate Bulgaria. The fate of Bulgaria became an as­

pect of the delicate international problem called the 

"Eastern Question." These wars led to the liberation of 

Bulgaria. This has been described as "a struggle for the 

national and cultural liberation of a people, waged against 

the background of rapidly changing economic relations, so 

that the history of the Bulgarian renaissance is at the 

same time a history of the growth of capitalistic relations 

in Bulgaria and the story of the birth of a new nation."l 

As the Turkish Empire became more and more corrupt 

their more than five centuries of rule was becoming increas­

ingly difficult and the Bulgarians were more and more restless. 

Expecting the Christian states to rally to their cause at 

times of crises, and being provoked by almost unbearable ex­

ploitation, the Bulgarians repeatedly rose in rebellion 

against the Turks, only to be cruelly punished, and disappoint­

ed by the lack of substantial aid from the great powers, who 

were willing to incite revolts but rot to support them if they were 

1stanley G. Evans, A Short History of Bulgaria (London: 
Lawrence & Wishart Ltd., 1960), p. 90. 
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Prince Alexander of Battenberg was elected as the first 

prince of Bulgaria. In 1885 the population of Eastern Rume­

lia staged a bloodless coup proclaiming union with Bulgaria, 

which provoked Serbia to declare a war in which they were 

routed by the Bulgarians. But Russia was dissatisfied with 

Alexander and forced his resignation, after which Prince 

Ferdinand of Coburg was elected the new prince. He took the 

tit le of tzar in 1908 after successfully removing Premier 

Stambolski, who was a virtual dictator up to 1894. 1 The 

following years were very turbulent because of the revolu­

tionary situation in Macedonia. After the Illinden Revolt in 

1903, Macedonia was divided into zones in which various 

European powers "inspected" the Turkish administration. 

Despite the contention over Macedonia, to which Bulgaria, 

Greece, and Serbia aspired, these countries joined the Balkan 

League against their common enemy, Turkey. 

The war against Turkey was successful and Bulgaria gained 

the largest territorial addition at the expense of Turkey. 

Because of the inability to partition Macedonia and solve 

other territorial questions, the Balkan League collapsed. 

In the Second Balkan war Bulgaria was defeated by her neigh­

bors, who took almost all the territories which Bulgaria 

gained in the First Balkan war. 

1Evans, op. cit., p. 139. 
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Thwarted national aspirations, offended national pride, 

desire for revenge, the dynastic relatedness of Bulgaria to 

the Germans, and unwise diplomatic maneuvers landed Bulgaria 

in World War I on the side of the Central Powers, against 

the Allies . In 1915 Bulgaria entered the war, attacking 

Serbia from the rear, occupying Southern Serbia and Macedo­

nia. The war solved no problems, for Bulgaria was the ulti­

mate loser. The territorial questions were again revised in 

favor of her neighbors. Irredentist feelings remained high, 

making good relations with her neighbors impossible. 

A positive highlight in the turbulent affairs of Bul­

garia was the exrstence of a progressive constitution passed 

in 1879, which, despite its monarchic limitations, provided 

a liberal charter for the development of human rights, under 

which significant internal democratic development was possible. 

2. From 1919 to 1941 

After World War I, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia functioned 

as independent national states, but the war left so many un­

settled questions that their post-war development was any­

thing but peaceful. Bulgaria was a loser and nurtured hos­

tile irredentist feelings toward her neighbors, which even­

tually drove her into the camp of the Axis powers, making 

her pro-fascist. Yugoslavia also had some frustrated terri­

torial desires, mainly toward Italy, and was completely unable 





the highly centralized constitution. This con­
stitution, proclaimed in 1921 without their vote, 
was more a victory fyr the idea of Greater Serbia 
than for Yugoslavia. 

The period between 1919 and 1929 was one of intrigues 

and party rivalries, culminating in the dramatic murder in 

the Assembly, of the leading members of the Croatian Peasant 

Party by a hostile deputy. This provoked a crisis, which 

the King tried to solve by proclaiming a royal dictatorship 

in 1929. He abolished the constitution and ruled by decree, 

changing the name of the kingdom to the Kingdom of Yugosla­

via. This dictatorship did not essentially alleviate the 

problem of national disunity, yet it curtailed most civil 

liberties. The new constitution of 1931 was only seemingly 

democratic, because "even the constitutional facade ill con­

cealed the persistence of personal authoritarianism. 112 

Just as Alexander seemed to have realized that his 

course was failing, he was assassinated in France. Under 
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the regency of Prince Paul on behalf of the minor King Peter 

II, the country drifted from a pro-French position closer and 

closer to the Nazis. The external and internal pressures 

forced the government into signing the Axis Tripartitte Pact 

in 1941, just when the Serbs and Croats appeared to have 

1Hoffman and Neal, op. cit., p. 59. 
2Malbone W. Graham, "Constitutional Development, 1914-

1941," In Yugoslavia, ed. Robert J. Kerner (Berkeley and 
Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1949), p. 130. 



worked out some sort of agreement to solve the national ques­

tion by giving more autonomy to the various sections of the 

country.1 A popular uprising and a coup d'etat thwarted the 

German plans. Hitler swiftly retaliated by attacking Yugo­

slavia without a declaration of war. 

b. Bulgaria.--The Treaty of Neuilly of 1919 left Bul­

garia without a considerable part of the territory and pop­

ulation which it claimed and forced to pay large war repara­

tions and indemnities. The revolutionary situation which re­

quired Tsar Ferdinand to abdicate in favor of his son Boris, 

was mastered temporarily by the influential Starnboliisky, 

but he was murdered and his government overthrown in 1923. 2 

From 1923 to 1934 there were disorders of the worst kind, 

incited by the Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization 

and the Communists. The situation changed with a new mili­

tary dictatorship which lasted only until 1935 when Tsar Boris 

shrewdly established himself as a dictator, to stay in power 

until his death in 1943. During this period he continued all 

the bans on democratic activities imposed earlier by the 

"Zveno" military group. "Shrewd, cynical, quiet and ruthless, 

he apparently never felt very deeply about matters of principle, 

1J. B. Hoptner, Yugoslayia in Crisis, 1934-1941, (New 
York: Columbia University Press, ·1962), p. 154. 

2E,Fans, OP it V • • C •, p. 161. 
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and decided that after all it would be easiest to govern t he 

country with an iron hand.ul A police dictatorship abounding 

with violence and terrorism by all political groups was hard­

ly conducive to progress. Because of the heavy indemnities 

imposed by the Allies, the irredentist feelings toward its 

neighbors, and because of German pressure, Bulgaria joined 

the Axis, although it maintained for a long time the status 

described as "neutral for Germany. 112 

3. From 1941 to 1945 

The Germans and Italians attacked Yugoslavia i n April 

1941 and conquered it in two weeks. The Hungarian troops 

also aided in the attack and conquered Bachka and Baranya. 

The Bulgarian troops followed the Germans into Southern Serbia 

and Macedonia, which was assigned to them by the Germans when 

Yugoslavia was partitioned. Other parts were either given to 

Italy or were retained under direct German military govern­

ment, with the exception of two puppet states, Croatia and 

Serbia. 

The pro-Russian feelings in Bulgaria were so strong that 

the Bulgarian government did not dare to declare war against 

U.S.S.R., but only against the other Allies. The Bulgarian 

army fought the anti-Nazi guerillas in Greece and Yugoslavia, 

and co-operated with the Germans in many ways. Toward the 

1 Wolff, BOT, p. 135. 2 !J2.!5!. ' p • 2 43 • 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































