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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE . ' 

Stonehairi r e s i d e n t Mark B. Moss, Ph.D., an a s s i s t a n t r e s e a r c h p r o f e s s o r o f 

anatomy a t Boston U n i v e r s i t y School o f M e d i c i n e , r e c e n t l y was awarded $65,153 

f o r t h e f i r s t y ear of a t h r e e y e a r g r a n t t o t a l l i n g n e a r l y $200,000 from t h e 

N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e s o f H e a l t h . 

Moss i s s t u d y i n g t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p between t h e n e u r o c h e m i c a l , n e u r o -

p a t h o l o g i c a l and n e u r o p s y c h o l o g i c a l f a c t o r s i n v o l v e d i n A l z h e i m e r ' s Disease, a 

n e u r o l o g i c d i s e a s e which a f f e c t s t h e s t r u c t u r e and c h e m i s t r y o f t h e b r a i n . 

A l z h e i m e r ' s Disease i s b e l i e v e d t o a f f e c t over t h r e e m i l l i o n people i n t h i s 

c o u n t r y and i s c u r r e n t l y t h e f o u r t h l e a d i n g cause o f d e a t h . 

A c c o r d i n g t o Moss, t h e d i s e a s e s t r i k e s c e l l s which produce a c e t y c h o l i n e , a 

" n e u r o t r a n s m i t t e r " which a l l o w s neurons i n t h e b r a i n t o communicate w i t h each 

o t h e r . As t h e d i s e a s e p r o g r e s s e s , and more c e l l s are d e s t r o y e d , b r a i n 

f u n c t i o n i s i m p a i r e d t o t h e p o i n t where even such s i m p l e t a s k s as d r e s s i n g and 

f e e d i n g o n e s e l f , become d i f f i c u l t f o r t h e t h e p a t i e n t t o p e r f o r m . 

With t h i s r e s e a r c h . Moss and c o - i n v e s t i g a t o r Douglas L. Rosene, Ph.D., an 

a s s i s t a n t p r o f e s s o r o f anatomy a t BUSM, hope t o d e t e r m i n e i f t h e d i s e a s e i s 

indeed caused by a lac k o f a c e t y c h o l i n e i n t h e b r a i n . I f so, a t t e m p t s w i l l 

t h e n be made t o r e s t o r e t h e nec e s s a r y n e u r o c h e m i c a l s f o r an e v e n t u a l t r e a t m e n t 

f o r p a t i e n t s w i t h A l z h e i m e r ' s Disease. 
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Moss r e c e i v e d a B.S. degree i n 1969 from t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Massachusetts, 

Amherst. He r e c e i v e d h i s Ph.D. i n psy c h o l o g y i n 1979 f r o m N o r t h e a s t e r n 

U n i v e r s i t y . 

A member o f t h e BUSM f a c u l t y s i n c e 1982, Moss has h e l d p o s i t i o n s a t 

N o r t h e a s t e r n U n i v e r s i t y and at Harvard Medical S c h o o l . 

Moss i s a member o f s e v e r a l p r o f e s s i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g t h e 

American P s y c h o l o g i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n an-d the I n t e r n a t i o n a l N e u r o p s y c h o l o g i c a l 

S o c i e t y . He i s t h e a u t h o r or c o - a u t h o r o f numerous a r t i c l e s p u b l i s h e d i n 

s c i e n t i f i c j o u r n a l s . 

A Stoneham r e s i d e n t f o r f i v e y e a r s . Moss c u r r e n t l y r e s i d e s on P l a z a Avenue. 

Boston U n i v e r s i t y School o f Med i c i n e i s t h e s i t e o f s e v e r a l major 

i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y r e s e a r c h c e n t e r s , i n c l u d i n g t h e Hubert H. Humphrey Cancer 

Research Center and t h e C a r d i o v a s c u l a r I n s t i t u t e o f Boston U n i v e r s i t y . The 

School i s an i n n o v a t o r i n med i c a l e d u c a t i o n , o f f e r i n g s e v e r a l a l t e r n a t i v e 

c u r r i c u l a l e a d i n g t o t h e M.D. degree. 
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